BRISTOL RECORD SOCIETY’S 
PUBLICATIONS 


General Editors: MADGE DRESSER 


ROGER LEECH 
JONATHAN BARRY 


VOL. 71 
BRISTOL UNIVERSITY: 
CONCEPTION TO FOUNDATION 


BRISTOL UNIVERSITY: 
CONCEPTION TO 
FOUNDATION 


EDITED 
BY 


C.S. KNIGHTON 


Published by 
BRISTOL RECORD SOCIETY 
2019 


ISBN 978-0-901538-40-6 
©Bristol Record Society 


No part of this volume may be reproduced or transmitted in any form or by any mans, 
electronic or mechanical, including photocopying, recording, or any other information storage 
or retrieval system, without permission. 


BRISTOL RECORD SOCIETY 
President: The Lord Mayor of Bristol 
General Editors: Jonathan Barry, MA, DPhil, FRHistS 
Madge Dresser, BA, MSc, DPhil, FRHistS 
Roger Leech, MA, PhD, FSA, MIFA 
Secretary: Kathleen Thompson, PhD, FSA, FRHistS 
Treasurer: Jonathan Harlow, PhD 


The Society exists to encourage the preservation, study and publication of documents relating 
to the history of Bristol, and since its foundation in 1929 has published seventy major volumes 
of historic documents concerning the city. All the volumes are edited and introduced by 
scholars who are experts in their fields. 


Recent volumes have included: Clifton College: Foundation to Evacuation (Vol. 65); Manning 
the Royal Navy in Bristol: Liberty, Impressment & the State, 1739-1815 (Vol. 66); The Maire 
of Bristowe is Kalendar (Vol. 67) and East of Bristol in the Sixteenth Century: Documents 
from the Manors of Barton Regis and Ridgeway (Vol. 68); Religious Ministry in Bristol 
1603-1689: Uniformity to Dissent (Vol. 69); Bristol Hearth Tax 1662-1673 (Vol.70). 


The subscription for private members is £15 per annum. In return, members of the Society 
receive the volumes as they are published. Institutional members are invoiced for each volume. 
The Society acknowledges with thanks the continued support of the Bristol Archives and the 
University of Bristol. 


Correspondence to the Secretary bristolrecordsociety@gmail.com. Subscriptions to the 
Treasurer, Hardings Cottage, Swan Lane, Winterbourne, S. Glos BS36 IRJ. 


Orders for past volumes to the Bristol Archives, ‘B’ Bond Warehouse, Smeaton Road, Bristol 
BS1 6XN 


Website: http://www.bris.ac.uk/.Depts/History/bristolrecordsociety 


Produced for the Society by 
4word Ltd 
Unit 15 Bakers Park 
Cater Road 
Bristol BS13 7TT 


CONTENTS 


Preface 
Bibliographical and other abbreviations 
Editorial notes 
Lists of office holders: 
University College, Bristol 
Bristol Medical School / Faculty of Medicine 
Society of Merchant Venturers 
Government Ministers responsible for Education 
Manuscript sources 
Picture credits 


Introduction 

Text sections entries 

I: Connecting (1872-9) 1-100 
II: Canvassing (1880-7) 101-217 
II: Stabilising (1887-96) 218-284 
IV: Overlapping (1896-1902) 285-386 
V: Expanding (1902-6) 387-432 
VI: Committing (1906-7) 433-458 
VII: Petitioning (1908) 459-578 
VUI: Completing (1909) 579-669 
IX: Recreating (1883-1909) 670-698 
X: Recollecting (1876-1909) 699-700 


Index 


CD only 


469 


PREFACE 


This volume was undertaken at the suggestion and urging of Martin Crossley Evans, 
to whom I therefore owe this opportunity to extend my horizons and, I hope, those 
of others. I thank all my colleagues on the Council of the Record Society for their 
support, most especially my editor Richard Stone and our Treasurer Jonathan Harlow, 
who have saved me from much simple error and larger stupidity. For all surviving 
blemishes I am of course wholly responsible. 

I am greatly indebted to the custodians and staffs of the archives from which 
this volume draws, and of the other libraries in which I have worked. Above all I 
must thank Michael Richardson, Ian Coates Hannah Lowery, and Jamie Carstairs 
of Bristol University Special Collections, whence the bulk of the documents and 
illustrations come. Another large component was provided by Bristol Archives, and I 
am grateful to all members of staff there for their courteous attention. To the Society 
of Merchant Venturers I am obliged for permission to consult and publish papers 
deposited by them in the then Bristol Record Office. I have also been helped at the 
City Library and the Bristol Baptist College. At Clifton College I helped myself. 

Material in the Public Record Office is published under general licence first 
issued by the Controller of Her Majesty’s Stationery Office. The staff at Kew, among 
whom I once had the privilege of numbering myself, eased my tasks there. Welcome 
additions to the local material also come from the records of the Worshipful Company 
of Clothworkers, whose archivist Hannah Dunmow has been most helpful. Further 
and much appreciated assistance has been provided by the archivists and librarians, 
variously styled, of the Bodleian Library, Balliol, Magdalen and New Colleges, 
Oxford, the University Library and the Marshall Library of Economics, Cambridge, 
University College and Imperial College, London, Sheffield University Special 
Collections, Newcastle University Special Collections, Harrow School, Cotham 
School, and the Victorian Image Collection. In counterpoint to all these good offices, 
an obstructive response from Birmingham University Library prevented the inclusion 
of relevant material from that source. To HarperCollins and Cambridge University 
Press I am obliged for copyright disclaimers; every effort has been made to consult 
other such interests, and apologies are offered to any which have been overlooked. 

I record my appreciation of the prompt and efficient service of John Roost and 
Steve Drew at 4word. 

Personal thanks are due to Dr Michael Whitfield, who helped with medical 
problems (though not my own), and Michael Butterfield, who brought me to Bristol 
in the first place. 


Clifton 
June 2019 C.S.K. 
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INTRODUCTION 


Extension and Connexion 


This volume documents aspects of the history of University College, Bristol, founded 
by private enterprise in 1876 and transformed by royal charter of 1909 into the 
University of Bristol. The fullest accounts of University College have been provided 
by the medieval historian J.W. Sherborne.' A later history of Bristol University 
gives a well-illustrated survey of the preliminary phase. Individual departments 
have received some attention, most notably Engineering.’ Bristol University has 
not however produced a substantial study of itself, as most of the other great civic 
universities have done. The present volume is therefore offered as a contribution to 
that larger task. 

The title admittedly begs the question, for it was not self-evident that University 
College was a university in the making. A good many of its supporters and operators 
did not see that as a necessary or desirable object. In 1876 there were still only four 
universities in England, and of the two recent foundations Durham was largely a 
theological college, while London University was as yet only an examining body. 
Many large towns did however now have ‘university colleges’ (as generically called) 
purporting to supply teaching of university level. They could do so at significantly 
lower cost because they were non-residential, which itself was promoted as a virtue. 
Their mission was fundamentally local, which was never the case with Oxford 
and Cambridge (nor even Durham and London). The balance shifted significantly 
between 1880 and 1909, when university status was achieved by colleges at 
Manchester, Liverpool, Leeds, Birmingham, Sheffield and finally Bristol. The very 
name of these ‘civic universities’ identifies a concept new to England. Though each 
one has an individual story, they stand together, distinguished from the second group 


' B. Cottle and Sherborne, The Life of a University (Bristol, 1951), pp. 1-38; Sherborne alone, ‘The 
College and the community: University College, Bristol 1876-1909’, in University and Community, ed. 
J.G. Macqueen and S.W. Taylor (Bristol, 1976), pp. 1-13; University College, Bristol 1876-1909 (BBHA 
40, 1977). 

> D. Carleton, A University for Bristol: An Informal History in Text and Pictures (Bristol, 1984), pp. 
viii-24. 

> University of Bristol: Jubilee Research Survey (Bristol 1959) (listing publications by some who taught 
at UCB); J.B. Thomas, ‘University College, Bristol: pioneering teacher training for women’, History 
of Education, 17 (1988), pp. 55-70; N. Lee, ‘The Library of the University of Bristol, 1876-1975’, in 
Archives & Local History in Bristol & Gloucestershire, ed. J. Bettey (Bristol, 2007), pp. 260-7; R.T. 
Severn, The Development of the Faculty of Engineering in the University of Bristol 1909-2009 (Bristol, 
2009), pp. 1-38; the relationship between UCB and the Merchant Venturers’ Technical College is most 
extensively treated in P. McGrath, The Merchant Venturers of Bristol (Bristol, 1975), pp. 382-4, 491-508. 
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of foundations which followed the Great War. Meanwhile Wales acquired a federal 
university with four constituent colleges, and London was remoulded as a teaching 
university. The history of Bristol’s University College is shaped by these kindred 
developments no less than by local factors. 

The new colleges came about from a fusion of what the medievalist Walter 
Ullmann called ascending and descending forces. The former included philosophical 
and literary societies, museums and libraries, established by the leisured and literate 
classes for their own edification. While these were not educational agencies in the 
strict sense, they offered host structures, institutional and in some cases physical. 
There was also a growing call for improved technical education in support of local 
industries and trade. From above came the movement known as university extension, 
which developed in the middle years of the 19th century. Its fundamental object was 
‘to bring the university to the people when the people cannot come to the university’; 
or, as Mark Pattison expressed it, the creation of ‘a national university ... extensive 
with the nation’. Extension gained official recognition in 1873 when Cambridge set 
up a Syndicate for Local Lectures. James Stuart, one of the chief promoters of the 
movement generally, was the first Secretary; he was succeeded by G.F. Browne, who 
in his later capacity as Bishop of Bristol gave valuable help to the local college. The 
Cambridge Syndicate sent out peripatetic lecturers, and organised vacation schools 
(so the people did, after a fashion ‘come to the university’). Oxford followed with an 
Extension Delegacy in 1878; needless to say Oxford’s scheme was at some variance 
from the Cambridge model. Neither system involved the creation of permanent local 
colleges; but these could be complementary regional centres, which in due time 
would send out their own missions.” 

It is with some reservation that pole position here has been assigned to John 
Percival’s 1872 pamphlet The Connection of the Universities and the Great Towns 
[1]. Percival was not the first to posit such a connexion, nor did he claim to be; 
his plan does not mention Bristol by name, and it did not provide the template for 
Bristol’s University College or any other. As a schoolmaster he was fashioned from 
Arnold, and his concept of higher education echoes another eminent Victorian, 
who wrote that university training ‘aims at raising the intellectual tone of society, 
at cultivating the public mind, at purifying the national taste, at supplying true 
principles to popular enthusiasm and fixed aims to popular aspiration’.® While 
The Connection echoes those elevating sentiments, it is primarily concerned with 
the expansion of high-level vocational training. To this end Percival proposed the 
creation of colonies, staffed and directed from the ancient universities. There was 
no suggestion that these colonies should have a permanent staff or any measure of 
self-government. The professors and lecturers would serve for fixed terms, and then 
return whence they came. Furthermore the scheme rested on the assumption that it 
could be wholly funded by suppressing non-resident fellowships in the colleges of 
Oxford and Cambridge. This was a fair suggestion, indeed the common currency of 
those who sought to divert moribund endowments to new and worthier purposes. But 


* For Bristol’s experience see H. Meller, Leisure and the Changing City, 1870-1914 (1976), pp. 40-65. 

> HJ. Mackinder and MLE. Sadler, University Extension: Has it a Future? (London and Oxford, 1890), 
pp. 3-4, 48 (quotations) and passim; W.H. Draper, University Extension: A Survey of Fifty Years 1873— 
1923 (Cambridge, 1923). 

® JH. Newman, The Idea of a University, repr. in The Idea of a Liberal Education, ed. H. Tristram (1952), 
pp. 104-5. As President of Trinity, Percival promoted reconciliation between that college and its most 
distinguished son: Potter, Headmaster, p. 157. 
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the diversion, when it came, would be within Oxford and Cambridge, for the creation 
of centralised teaching posts. Paradoxically this was promoted by a Conservative 
government, urging its own adherents to reform themselves before the Liberals had 
a chance to implement ideas like Percival’s.’ To that extent The Connection might 
be considered counter-productive. Within Bristol, however, Percival was already an 
influential figure, and his pamphlet stimulated local interest in university extension. 
Because he went on to play a major part in creating University College and then 
the University, this most substantial expression of his views on higher education is 
generally taken as the seed from which the University grew, and so it merits a further 
airing here.® 


Preliminaries (1873-1876) 


The actual moment of Bristol University’s conception came a few months after 
the appearance of Percival’s pamphlet, on 7 February 1873 That day the Faculty 
of the Bristol Medical School met to consider the search for new accommodation. 
The School had only a short-term hold on its premises, which were in any case 
unsatisfactory. They thought of building afresh, though without the immediate means 
of doing so.’? Dr Thomas Coomber then suggested a joint venture with the Museum 
and Library to create a College of Science, of which the Medical School would form 
one department [2]. The Museum and Library had itself recently been formed by 
merging the Bristol Library Society with the Bristol Institution for the Advancement 
of Science, Literature and Fine Art. Since April 1872 it had been the first occupant 
of Foster and Ponton’s Venetian palace in Park Row.'°® On its Council sat several 
men who would have key roles in creating and running University College: Percival 
himself, Gilbert Elliot (Dean of Bristol), and Lewis Fry. Coomber, on the other hand, 
played little further part in the process he had set it in motion [2-7]. 

After an encouraging start the negotiations between the Medical School and the 
Museum appear to have stalled [8]. The College promoters were none the less busy, 
recruiting the formidable backing of Benjamin Jowett, Master of Balliol. Jowett was 
amicably connected in Bristol; he had once courted the Dean’s daughter Margaret, 
and remained a family friend [187]. He also regularly visited Dr John Addington 
Symonds at Clifton Hill House.'' It was most likely here that he met Percival (for 
they were not Oxford contemporaries), and despite differences in churchmanship 
they became firm allies. This network would give University College its successive 
Presidents: Elliot, Jowett and Percival. Jowett made himself useful at the start 
by persuading his own Governing Body and that of New College to vote annual 
subventions to the Bristol College [9]. This Oxford money had greater impact than 
its modest cash value, as it was given on the understanding that a liberal education 
would be offered to adults of both sexes [12, 13].' 


7 D. Steele, Lord Salisbury: A Political Biography (1999), p. 94. 

* The editors of the University’s centenary publication considered The Connection important enough to 
reprint it as an appendix: Macqueen and Taylor, University & Community, pp. 219-28. 

° Perry, BMS, pp. 9, 14. 

'© Walton, Bristol Art Gallery, p. 4; Crick, Victorian Buildings, pp. 29, 32. 
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There were other considerations which obliged Bristol and the other university 
colleges to adopt a broad curriculum. All candidates for London external degrees had 
to offer some papers in literature and the classics. When Government funding was 
eventually given to the colleges, it was conditional on a significant level of work in 
the arts. Teacher training, which the colleges were keen to offer because it brought 
in more public money, helped to bolster the arts side of the student body. Thus by 
the time the new colleges became universities and were able to award their own 
degrees, each was already a studium generale in miniature. Some would argue that 
late Victorian Britain would have been better served by high-powered technological 
institutes like those of Germany and the United States.'* It will be noted that the 
Bristol college was conceived as a school of Science alone, and continued to be 
so described when soliciting aid from industry and commerce. The addendum ‘and 
Literature’ has an air of window-dressing. It was of course much easier to make a 
case for scientific and technical education, as it was when the Bristol project was first 
laid before the public. The inaugural circular spoke much of local manufactures and 
trades, and the benefits these would receive from a university college in their midst 
[16]. Much more in this vein was heard at a public meeting in the Victoria Rooms 
on 10 June 1874. Jowett’s speech admirably summed up the aspirations [17]. He 
spoke again at the Bristol meeting of the British Association in September 1875, 
when he articulated the relatively new idea that every large town should have its own 
university [22]. 


Opening for business (1876) 


University College began to keep a formal record of its affairs on 10 April 1876, when 
a preliminary Council met at the Museum, where representatives of Balliol and New 
College joined the local promoters. By then an understanding had been reached with 
Medical School, and funds had been promised from the two Oxford colleges, from 
the Merchant Venturers, and from the Clothworkers’ Company of London. Details of 
these and other benefactions were released to the press. Arrangements were made for 
the legal incorporation of the College, and also for the design of its seal. 

As yet however the College had not so much as an office, and had to use its 
solicitors’ premises as the business address. Negotiations were in hand to purchase 
land in Tyndall’s Park [30, 31]. To begin with, the former Deaf and Dumb Institute 
in Park Row was rented on favourable terms from Alderman George Edwards 
[37]. University College, Bristol came formally into being after being licensed for 
registration by the Board of Trade on 31 July 1876, and duly incorporated on 9 August 
[48,52]. On 14 September the Council proper had its first meeting, and appointed the 
original officials and teaching staff [56-7]. Shortly afterwards the first scholarships 
were awarded, to eight candidates from a field of fifteen. Six of the winners were 
women, occasioning some ribaldry among the public which embarrassed the Council 
[60]. There was no opening ceremonial. The College began its work prosaically on 
10 October with a 9 o’clock mathematics lecture. The only special feature was a 
public lecture in mid-morning, delivered by the Professor of Modern History and 


1939 (Oxford, 1988), p. 218. 
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English Literature, James Rowley. Armed with this substantial brief, he chose the 
occasion to denigrate the benefits of Science [61]. And with this collision of cultures 
the new academy was launched. 


Governance 


University College was founded as a joint-stock company; this was the only option 
for starting such an institution from scratch, with no original endowment. It was the 
arrangement which had successfully launched many of the new public schools, such 
as Cheltenham, Marlborough and Clifton. Like them, UCB was regulated by Articles 
of Association, on the basis of which the Board of Trade’s licence was granted [46]. 
The Articles are essentially those of a commercial enterprise, saying very little of 
the educational functions of the College; their main concern is with the regulation of 
meetings, committees, and accounts.’ 

Supreme authority was vested in a large body of governors, impressively 
ornamented by all the Lord Lieutenants, Mayors, and Bishops of the South-West 
England and South Wales, and such esoteric dignitaries such as the Master of the 
Stannaries and the Head Gaveller of the Forest of Dean. In reality the governors were 
simply shareholders, and a voting share could be bought for an annual subscription 
of £5. A maximum of six votes might be held by purchase or through holding any of 
the ex-officio positions. What distinguished these governors from vulgar investors 
was that they received nothing in return save the exercise of their votes. They did 
not even have rights of nominating candidates, as enjoyed by the equivalent school 
governors.’ 

The effective governing body was the Council, which again chiefly resembled a 
board of directors. At its core on incorporation were the eight original subscribers who 
had collectively underwritten the enterprise: the lawyers F.N. Budd and Lewis Fry, 
merchants William Proctor Baker, and William Smith, the President of the Baptist 
College F.W. Gotch, and the headmasters of Clifton College and Bristol Grammar 
School, Percival and J.W. Caldicott. Of these only Gotch could be said to have any 
experience in directing higher education; that had to be imported. Further Council 
members were to be nominated by the Vice-Chancellors of Oxford, Cambridge and 
London, by Balliol and New College, by the Lord President of the Council (the 
Cabinet minister responsible for education), by the Bristol Medical School, and by 
the Principal and professors of University College itself. No teaching officer of the 
College was himself to be a member of the Council. The Articles envisaged that 
representatives of other organisations might be added, as indeed they were. 

Below the Council there developed a proliferation of inter-connecting boards 
and committees, deploying the same tiny cast in various permutations. The Articles 
of Association designated an Educational Board to oversee academic matters; this 
comprised all the professors save those of Medicine, and one representative of 
the Medical School. Its chairman was the Principal, who was also the ‘organ of 
communication’ with the Council [Art. 95]. There was later a Senate, which provided 
another forum of uncertain purpose for the Principal and professors. There would be 
permanent Buildings and Finance Committees and a House Committee dealing with 


'' CCFE, pp. xx-xxi; the equivalent Articles of Association are printed pp. 8-18. 
'S Tbid., p.9. 
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furniture and fittings. The key body was the Local Executive Committee, drawn as 
its name suggests from those Council members who were close at hand. The LEC’s 
reports formed the main agenda for the Council, including recommendations for 
appointments; and since its members would meet again at the Council table, their 
proposals were generally approved there. The Council however was no cipher, and 
did on occasion refer matters back to the LEC for further consideration. 

In 1887 the teaching staff tried to obtain representation on the Council and the 
LEC, but this was judged incompatible with the Articles of Association. All that was 
conceded was the delegation of some of the Principal’s powers to the Educational 
Board, and an invitation to a representative of the professoriate to attend the Council 
and LEC. At the same time the title of Dean was substituted for that Principal [218]. 
This was found to be both unsatisfactory and illegal, so in 1891 the title of Principal 
was restored, the incumbent formally abdicating those of his statutory powers which 
had been previously delegated to the Educational Board [237, 241]. 


Head men 


A curious aspect of University College’s birth is that the body emerged without a head, 
and so remained for the best part of its first year. Only in July1877 did the Council 
think it necessary to appoint a Principal [69]. Their choice was the already renowned 
Cambridge economist Alfred Marshall, who had for a while been on Percival’s staff 
at Clifton. He had just resigned his fellowship at St John’s in order to marry Mary 
Paley, a notable scholar in her own right. Marshall, who was also appointed Professor 
of Political Economy, undoubtedly enhanced the academic prestige of the fledgling 
College. The first of his major works (The Economics of Industry and The Pure Theory 
of Foreign Trade) were completed at Bristol, and his own students were understandably 
appreciative [129]. On the other hand he did not relish the administrative and social 
duties of his post, which the onset of illness made progressively more difficult. By 
1881 he felt that he had in any case done all he could in his inaugurating role, and 
duly resigned as Principal and professor [123-5]. Happily his physical debility did not 
impede academic work, and he was able to resume his teaching post for a time. After a 
short period at Balliol he then returned to Cambridge. 

Meanwhile the principalship had passed to another scholar of international repute, 
the Professor of Chemistry William Ramsay. A Scot fluent in the pawky humour 
of his people, Ramsay has left some sharply-etched impressions of his Bristol 
colleagues [105, 118, 153]. Marshall soon identified Ramsay as a potential successor, 
and stepped down in confidence that ‘a true strong MAN had come to the College’, 
whose destiny could be safely passed to his hands.'° Ramsay’s reluctance to accept 
the headship was overcome in part by the thought it might help him advance to 
‘some big thing’ [122]. Big things were indeed in store for him, including a chair 
at University College, London, a Nobel Prize and the Order of the Bath. While at 
Bristol he built up the Chemistry school to a level he considered the equal of any in 
the land [153]. As Principal he was certainly a stronger figure than his predecessor. 
Marshall had seen little prospect of and no purpose in UCB becoming an independent 
university. He told Lord Aberdare’s commission that ‘we have formed a very decided 
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opinion that we ought not to be made a university; that if we were made a university 
the effect would be very injurious to education’; by ‘we’ he meant a majority of the 
Council.'’ In Marshall’s view Oxbridge could not be replicated across the land, and 
he headed back to the real thing at the first opportunity. Ramsay’s Scottish education 
gave him a different perspective, and he was firmly committed to the development of 
the university colleges, and in particular to the securing of State aid. 

That had not been achieved when Ramsay departed for UCL in 1887. His place 
was taken by Conwy Lloyd Morgan, the Professor of Geology and Zoology; and 
as noted above, he was originally appointed with the title of Dean [218]. Lloyd 
Morgan’s pioneering research in animal behaviour was eventually acknowledged 
by the Royal Society, and he was the first psychologist elected Fellow [339]. He 
steered University College for the remainder, and indeed the majority of its short 
life, and through its transformation into the University. Much of his time was given 
to the tortuous negotiations with the Merchant Venturers, in which he was more 
conciliatory than some of his colleagues [495]. Even so Percival suggested that the 
Society would not want him as Vice-Chancellor [461]. In point of fact Percival was 
running his own candidate [464], as he thought the post required someone ‘stronger 
and more enterprising’ [570]. Lloyd Morgan nevertheless had firm support among the 
professors, and secured the appointment [663-4]. He had made it clear that he would 
serve only for a brief transitional period, and stepped down after a few months. 

Although the academic distinction which the successive Principals lent to the 
College was to some extent retrospective, it was a useful card to play when soliciting 
more public money [458]. 

University College was also fortunate in its ceremonial heads. The first President, 
Dean Elliot was a less substantial figure than his two successors, being essentially a 
local eminence. A promoter of many educational projects, his standing was impaired 
by an abrasive manner and an irregular marriage. Of Jowett it is not necessary to 
speak. John Percival is revered still at Clifton College as founder and first Head 
Master, though in fact he was neither of those things. He nevertheless set the school 
upon its distinguished path. His career took a wrong turning when he accepted the 
Presidency of Trinity College, Oxford, for which he was not temperamentally suited. 
More usefully at this point he was appointed a Canon of Bristol Cathedral, which 
gave him a continuing local status in the early days of UCB. He then returned to his 
last as Headmaster of Rugby, before being elevated (or as he came to feel, exiled) 
to the bishopric of Hereford. This placid and prosperous pasture was not at all to 
his taste, and he hoped vainly for translation to somewhere more challenging. He 
was saved from atrophy by the Great Western Railway, and must have cherished his 
Bradshaw next to his Bible.’* 


Teaching and teachers 
A College whose three successive Presidents were clergymen of the Church of 


England might be thought to have a religious character, but this was emphatically not 
the case. Like its London namesake, University College, Bristol was a prescriptively 


'" Aberdare, Report, ii, pp. 771 (quotation), 772. Cf. a solitary occasion recalled by Marian Pease when 
Marshall told students that they might ‘by hard work and good behaviour’ be laying the foundations of a 
future university [700 (CD text)]. 

'S Much of his correspondence was written aboard trains, as two examples below [426-7]. 
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godless place. The first of its declared objects asserted that no religious test would be 
required of students, teachers, officials or employees, and conversely nothing would 
be taught which might offend such tender consciences as any of them had [46 (CD 
text)]. Parliament had recently abolished tests at the three teaching universities, but 
the statute did not compass other institutions present or future.'? The matter was in 
any case fundamental for UCB, whose founders and first benefactors represented 
a spectrum of protestant interests: Percival, Jowett and Elliot for the established 
church, Gotch for the Baptists, the Frys and the Sturges for the Quakers. The Wills 
family would bring a substantial Congregational element. The founders would also 
have been mindful of Bristol College and Bishop’s College, which failed because too 
closely wedded to chapel and church respectively.” So there would be no teaching of 
Divinity, which drove one clergyman to cancel his subscription [97]. When Percival 
later tried to introduce some lectures, diversity of belief (or lack of it) among the 
students was considered an insuperable obstacle [294, 307]. Only theoretically was 
Divinity accorded its traditional place at the head of the curriculum [327]. 

On the Arts side Alfred Marshall is pre-eminent, the only member of UCB’s staff 
to be elected FBA (as he was at the founding of the Academy in 1902). That of 
course was long after his departure from Bristol, where his work had been so warmly 
commended by his students [129]. Marshall’s chair was ad hominem, and when he 
left the components of his teaching were split among junior staff [143]. An endowed 
chair of Economics was later established through private generosity, and in its brief 
life was appreciated and further subvented [429-31, 443, 455]. As noted above, the 
humanities were in general something of an afterthought. The only original chair, 
Modern History and English Literature, was seemingly designed for a polymath of 
exceptional girth. James Rowley was certainly not that, and he owed his appointment 
to an eye-catching review [56]. His inaugural lecture did not suggest much breadth 
of vision, and his later ones were unpopular [61, 96, 498].7' His successor George 
Hare Leonard had a surer touch, and his teaching reached well beyond the lecture 
hall. UCB picked him in preference to a future Oxford Regius Professor, and did 
not regret the decision [278, 418]. UCB offered an impressive variety of languages, 
although it was not prepared to entertain ‘new methods of teaching French’ [389]. As 
was the case much longer in schools, any foreigner was deemed capable of teaching 
his native tongue. The Botany professor Adolph Leipner actually put in three times 
as many hours teaching German as he did for his primary subject [227]. Italian was 
taught by Signorina Gualtieri, though it seems she was not a fluent English speaker 
[689]. She was also one of the few female members of the UCB staff (none of them 
professors). Lectures on Greek sculpture were popular among the ladies, though their 
knowledge of the related history was inadequate [454]. Successive heads of Clifton 
College’s Jewish House lectured on Hebrew [243]. Burmese was not forgotten, and 
acquired its own Reader [405]. At a late stage the Senate conceived the need for 
classes in other Eastern languages, and a local clergyman was engaged to cover 
Aramaic and Syriac [483]. The impression is that such teaching was prompted by the 
availability of teachers rather than demand from prospective students. 


34 & 35 Vict. c. 26. 

” CCFE, p. xix. 

*! Though a full house was expected when he delivered the introductory lecture for the 1881-2 session 
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From the start UCB offered evening classes and extension lectures as part of its 
commitment to the wider spread of higher education in the city and neighbourhood. 
The results were however disappointing [281] and this became one of the key areas of 
dispute between UCB and the Merchant Venturers’ Training College. It was an area 
in which Percival took an especial interest [146—7, 149], though his suggestions were 
not taken up [271-3]. Percival and his wife also founded the Clifton Association for 
the Higher Education of Women, with which UCB had an informal association [43, 
61). 

Evidence has been noted of the German system in which the professors, having 
delivered their own lectures, hired their own subordinates.” Ramsay’s first letter on 
arrival at Bristol confirms that such arrangements were made [105]. This however 
can only have been an occasional practice in the early days, when money was 
exceptionally short. This also impacted on the provision of equipment. On arrival 
Sylvanus Thompson thought the Physics apparatus ‘very nice’, but wanted more; 
some extra items were found in the attics of the Museum [61-2]. Before long he was 
complaining bitterly of ‘improvised’, ‘inexact and unreliable’ equipment, which put 
UCB’s laboratories well below the standard of the other university colleges [140]. 
Ramsay inherited a ‘fair stock’ of Chemistry equipment, though lots of it was broken 
[105], and what remained he soon found ‘very troublesome’ [132]. In the continuing 
concern for economy, requests for new equipment had to be scrutinised carefully 
[275]. 

Even so, the history of Science shows that great advances can be made with 
minimal gadgetry, and the human resources matter most. One measure UCB’s 
Science teaching is that nine of its professors became Fellows of the Royal Society. 
For Ramsay this recognition came in the year after leaving Bristol, and so largely 
reflected his work there. Lloyd Morgan was elected in post [339], as was Sydney 
Young, Professor of Chemistry. The six others were honoured after moving 
elsewhere. Sylvanus Thompson was on the UCB staff from start, and his letters fill 
out the picture of those early days [34 &c]. A.P. Chattock, who became Professor of 
Physics in 1893, conducted pioneering research on radio waves, magnetic theory, 
and charged particles in gases; the pressure gauge he invented keeps his name alive.” 
H.S. Hele-Shaw’s specialisation was in automobile engineering. T.E. Stanton, briefly 
Professor of Engineering, was an expert in hydrodynamics, later Superintendent 
of the National Physical Laboratory and awarded a knighthood. WJ. Sollas was 
primarily a geologist, though his interests extended into other disciplines. The 
chemist M.W. Travers features prominently below, and was (by his own account at 
least) the principal force which turned UCB into the University. 

UCB’s most distinguished product was arguably another FRS, J. Norman Collie, 
a chemist who went on to work with Ramsay at UCL before settling into the chair 
of Inorganic Chemistry there. Collie’s parents are briefly encountered [61]. So is 
the father of John Samuel Budgett, a former UCB student who made his mark as 
an embryologist before his untimely death, and who is remembered in the name of 
the hideously ugly frog he identified [6]. The painter Ursula Tyrwhitt, later much 
associated with Augustus John, attended UCB’s Extension lectures before proceeding 


» Severn, Faculty of Engineering, pp. 15-16; citing a Council minute (20 Nov. 1878), which actually 
reads: ‘That Dr Main be permitted to engage the assistance of Mr Hy F. Shaw in the Mathematical and 
Engineering Department upon the understanding that the College be put to no expense’: UBSC, DM 
506/57, p. 110. The appointee was Henry S. Hele-Shaw. 

3 Research Survey, p. 54. 
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to the Slade [454]. Among local celebrities educated at UCB may be mentioned 
the physician Patrick Watson Williams [545] and the builder Sir Frank Cowlin, a 
generous patron of the city’s Rugby Football Cub [674]. 


College office 


Academic histories tend to focus on the academics, and to overlook the administrators. 
While University College did not require much in this way, the holder of the main post 
(variously Secretary or Registrar) had all the more comprehensive a responsibility. 
The first Secretary, Edward Stock, was certainly a worthy figure, already renowned 
as a physician, who combined his College post with that of City Sword Bearer [56]. 
His successor J.N. Langley was even more highly qualified, with a doctorate of 
Law [116]; nevertheless he soon had to be ‘got rid of’ for reasons unstated, and the 
post went to Stock’s son Alfred [144]. Alfred stayed for only a few years, and his 
successor even more briefly. Then in 1888 James Rafter was poached from Clifton 
College and headed UCB’s office for the rest of its existence, continuing as first 
Registrar of the University until 1924. 

Of subordinate office staff little can be said. There is mention of an office boy 
[144]. The House Committee thought of buying a typewriter in 1892, but was put 
off by the cost of the machine itself and the need to hire someone to operate it 
[249]. Eventually it was realised that this would be cheaper than continuing to pay 
a commercial printer [369]. That other marvel, the telephone, was likewise slow to 
win acceptance. At one point a recent installation was withdrawn because its avowed 
purpose had disappeared [322-3]. The telephone eventually played a small but vital 
part in securing the site of the University’s most prominent building.”* 


Discipline 


University College students were not much given to disorderly conduct, and those 
who did offend were usually treated leniently. The ultimate sanction of expulsion, 
originally exercised by the Principal alone and then by the Educational Board, was 
rarely exercised [69, 241]. Most of the trouble was minor vandalism and rowdiness, 
in which medical students took a lead [181, 229]. The authorities easily overcame 
some minor nuisances. Engineers taking short-cuts over Professor Leipner’s 
treasured plants were diverted by a locked gate [264], and encaustic tiling defeated 
lavatorial scribes [403]. Firearms made a brief appearance, apparently not discharged 
[333]. The authorities were much more upset by an outbreak of snowballing (medical 
students again), to which the Principal responded with a stern edict [250]. 

Academic misconduct was regarded more severely, though even here the College 
showed remarkable tolerance. Scholarship regulations had to be tightened after one 
student was found using the money to attend classes elsewhere, but the offender 
seems not to have been deprived [267, 269]. Although a persistent book-thief was 
understandably expelled, his pre-paid fees for the current term were refunded [224]. 
When a former student confessed to cheating and returned all his certificates, those 
which he had acquired honestly were returned to him [228]. 


* See below, p. lii. 
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The College did not employ and large domestic staff, and there were no major 
problems in labour relations. Successive porters, however, had to be removed 
for negligence or insubordination. In one case the man had been handing out 
advertisements for a rival establishment [260-1, 266]. 

Among the teaching staff there were a few failings. The Professor of Physiology, 
Stanley Kent, was lucky to retain his chair after being found negligent [424]. There 
was also a move to dispense with the historian James Rowley because he evaded 
extra-mural teaching, or wanted to [178, 190, 201, 203]. He likewise held his place, 
though Percival continued to deplore his having ‘lost touch entirely with the working 
class’ [498]. 


Medicine 


Medical education in Bristol is deemed to begin with the foundation of the Infirmary 
in 1735.” Several independent training schools developed, and in 1832 (which 
also saw the opening of the General Hospital), these combined to form the Bristol 
Medical School. There was then some hope of integration with the recently opened 
Bristol College. That institution collapsed in 1861 before any such arrangement 
could be made, which is why the Medical School was looking for another partner 
in the 1870s. Association with the new ‘College of Science’ was encouraged by the 
support promised from Oxford. Conversely the adhesion of the Medical School 
lent the new institution a respectable lineage, and the vicarious endorsement 
of the Royal Colleges of Surgeons and Physicians. Similar arrangements gave 
weight to the other university colleges, for everyone had an interest in the quality 
of medical education. For the most part therefore the established medical schools 
were courted enthusiastically by the colleges. At Manchester there were objections 
from the Professor of Natural History (W.C. Williamson, himself a qualified medical 
practitioner), who feared that coarse-minded medical students would be a moral 
threat to the more sensitive followers of the arts and sciences. In the event the Royal 
Medical School amalgamated successfully with Owens College.** Likewise the 
Leeds Medical School joined amicably with the Yorkshire College, and the Sheffield 
Medical School with Firth College.”’ A Treasury report on the state of the university 
colleges (1896) noted the mutual benefits which had resulted from alliance, almost 
everywhere, with existing medical schools. 

In July 1874 the Bristol Medical School had agreed in principle to ‘fusion’ with the 
projected College of Science and Literature. A founding contribution of £1000 was 
promised, subject to adequate representation on the governing body and the provision 
of suitable premises [18, 20]. The first condition was easily met; furthermore the post 
of College Secretary was offered to the incumbent Secretary of the Medical School, 


> See principally G. Munro Smith, A History of the Bristol Royal Infirmary (Bristol, 1917), C. B. Perry, 
The Bristol Royal Infirmary 1904-1974 (Bristol, 1981), and The Bristol Medical School (BBHA 58, 
1984); F. R, Cross, ‘Early medical teaching in Bristol. The Bristol Medical School and its association with 
the University College,’ BMCJ, 44 (1927), pp. 73-112, 

°° Charlton, Manchester Univ., pp. 60-2. 

7 §.T. Anning, The General Infirmary at Leeds (Edinburgh and London, 1963-6), ii, pp. 85-7; Chapman, 
Univ. of Sheffield, pp. 126-7. 

8 University Colleges, Great Britain—Grant in Aid. Return to an Order of the Honourable the House of 
Commons, dated 17 June 1897 (245) (HMSO, 1897), p. 3. 
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without avail [30]. The matter of the buildings proved more contentious, beginning 
with an argument over the precise amount of cubic feet which would be allocated 
[42]. 

A more serious row then developed within the Medical School, between those 
those attached to the Royal Infirmary (as it had become) and those of the General 
Hospital. The BRI lecturers, who supported full incorporation with the new College, 
claimed that the Hospital men, having unconstitutionally obtained a majority on the 
Faculty, diluted the proposed merger to mere ‘affiliation’. The BRI lecturers were 
also disturbed by the weak showing of Bristol students in the RCS examinations, 
which they attributed to inefficiency and indiscipline at the General Hospital. 
Debate was joined in the medical press, but the Royal College declined a request 
from BRI to conduct an inspection before any more candidates were accepted. The 
most assertive group of Infirmary lecturers then resigned from the Medical School, 
proposing to establish one of their own and to affiliate it with UCB [66-8, 72, 76- 
9]. This prospect dismayed the College Council, who could not very well embrace 
two rival medical faculties. The conflict was coloured by political differences, since 
the Infirmary staff were mostly Conservatives, and the Hospital lecturers Liberals. 
Somewhat surprisingly Percival took the side of the Infirmary Tories, encouraging 
them them to ‘put the foot down very firmly’ [80]. A compromise was reached 
by which the governing body of the Medical School was reconstituted with equal 
representation of Infirmary and Hospital, underwritten by a substantial delegation 
from the College Council [81]. The School remained an independent body, but was 
now organically linked to the College. Only when this was settled did the Council 
authorise construction of temporary premises for the Medical School, whereupon the 
Faculty advanced half of its promised contribution. In fact the new premises, opened 
in October 1879, absorbed almost the original £1000 [86, 88-9, 92, 99]. 

Five years later the Medical School proposed a move to complete amalgamation, 
only to be the thwarted by the College’s lawyers [153]. Negotiations were formally 
re-opened in the summer of 1892 [253-8]. Meanwhile a new Medical Wing was 
nearing completion, to be opened November [218, 220, 235-6, 238]. In April 1893 
the full incorporation of the School was at last achieved; its Faculty became UCB’s 
Faculty of Medicine, its Secretary the Dean. Jowett, who had negotiated the 1879 
agreement, and had continued to press for closer association, was delighted [178, 
259]. 


Clothworkers 


Although at the start University College received only modest support from Bristol’s 
own merchant community, a major and unsolicited benefaction came from the City 
of London. News of the proposed Bristol ‘College of Science’ was spotted by the 
Clerk of the Clothworkers’ Company, Owen Roberts, who saw an opportunity to help 
the ailing mills of the West Country. Like all the Livery Companies (and Bristol’s 
own Merchant Venturers), the Clothworkers were keen to validate their continuance 
through judicious patronage. Although the Company was no longer responsible for 
regulating the cloth industry, its charity was chiefly targeted in that direction. It had 


» He may well have been influenced by Augustin Prichard, who combined his BRI post with that of 
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supported the Yorkshire College from its foundation in 1872, and would continue to 
be a major benefactor after this became the University of Leeds.*® Roberts himself 
had much other involvement in promoting technical and general education, and he 
set about persuading the Company to give generous support to the Bristol College. 

Clothmaking had long driven the economy of southern Gloucestershire and 
Wiltshire, with its centres at Stroud, Trowbridge and Frome. While the industrial 
revolution impacted in a way still very evident across the landscape, the western 
clothmakers were progressively marginalised. Their rivals in the north enjoyed better 
communications, and were less hampered by tradition. The western trade revived 
briefly in the early 1870s, only to be thrown into reverse by a change of fashion 
which the manufacturers disdained to follow. They continued to weave fine cloths 
commanding fine prices, and were consequently undercut by the cheaper and more 
popular products of Scotland and Yorkshire.*! 

Such was the position which the Company hoped to improve by injecting 
money into University College. Although this was expressed as the endowment 
of a professorship, the proposal was for classes to be given by UCB staff in the 
clothworking towns [25-6, 28-9]. After the Company’s chiefs had met College 
agents and leading mill owners, they agreed an annual subvention of 500 guineas 
for five years. This pleasing news came just as the preliminary College Council was 
to hold its first meeting [30], and the grant was triumphantly publicised [31, 33]. 
Details regulations were approved at the first meeting of the College Council proper 
in October 1876 [56]. 

The Stroud classes at first attracted a good attendance, though this soon began to 
dwindle. Trowbridge and Frome showed less enthusiasm from the outset [33]. There 
were practical difficulties in all venues, and the lecturers complained of the journeys 
involved [65, 70]. When William Ramsay took over the Chemistry chair, he dutifully 
diverted from his regular research to study dyeing, with some success [118, 138]. 
This predictably went over the heads of his hearers, one of whom objected that the 
lectures were more suitable for students than for workers [133]. Ramsay admitted 
privately that he found the whole operation a bore and a waste of time. He could not 
explain his findings to mill workers who knew no Chemistry, and there was nothing 
he could teach them about the practical process [119]. 

The scheme was warmly appreciated by the father of one scholarship boy [95], 
and doubtless others benefited. On the whole it proved a disappointment to all 
parties. Since it designedly absorbed the whole of the grant, the College had no 
financial benefit. It was valued at the start for supporting UCB’s aspiration to be 
the regional centre for technical education. As the College developed its central 
functions, these extra-mural excursions became less significant, and it tried to get 
some local contributions to the expenses [95]. When the scheme was due for renewal 
after five years, there was hope that the Company could be persuaded to divert part of 
their grant to the general building fund [105, 107, 109]. A high-powered delegation 
descended on Clothworkers’ Hall to put the case [111]. After careful arithmetic 
the Company offered £300 p.a. for a reduced scheme of lectures over the next five 


°° 'T. Girtin, The Golden Ram: A Narrative History of the Clothworkers’ Company 1528-1958 (1958), pp. 
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years, and a £1000 donation to the building fund [112]. The latter was conditional 
on the fund reaching a certain level, and a little more arm-twisting was needed to 
obtain payment before that target was quite achieved [133-4]. No further were the 
Clothworkers prepared to go, and in 1883 they flatly refused to help with the purchase 
an extension to the College site [145]. In 1886 the grant was reduced to £100 a year, 
and was renewed at that level in 1897 [301, 304]. The Company had come to feel 
that the original purpose of their investment could never be achieved, and thought 
it unlikely that their grant would be renewed again. They preferred to concentrate 
on helping the College at Leeds, and rather pointedly founded exhibitions there for 
boys from the Marling School at Stroud. They also made it clear that they had no 
interest in supporting UCB’s advance to university status [330]. In fact they did 
extend the grant in 1901, but only for three years [367]. They then put a stop to the 
connexion with such firmness that the College was discouraged from any further 
application [408-10]. Since 1875 the Clothworkers had given £6,535 to University 
College, including the capital grant of £1000. Though modest by comparison with its 
support for the Leeds College over the same period (£127,669), aid to UCB was the 
Company’s largest subvention to technical education outside Yorkshire.” 


Finance 


University College existed in a permanent state of financial insecurity. Without 
adequate endowment yet with a commitment to low fees, it could never be other 
than a hand-to-mouth operation. All the emergent colleges faced such problems. 
Unlike public schools founded on a similar joint-stock basis, they were not selling 
a product which the affluent classes were keen to buy. Higher education could not 
be supported from fees alone, and eventually the State had to take control. This 
was keenly advocated by some, while others feared the implicit compromise of 
intellectual freedom. In any case, until that bounty was extended, the new colleges 
had to fend for themselves. They could never hope to match the lavish endowments 
which the Oxford and Cambridge colleges had acquired over the centuries. Nor 
could those riches be syphoned into the provinces, as Percival had suggested. Start- 
up capital simply had to be found locally, and in most cases the process was initiated 
by an individual donor. 

In 1851 the Manchester merchant John Owens gave almost £100,000 for a college 
there. Owens College duly became front runner among the provincial colleges, and it 
would be the first of them to achieve university status. Henry Hartley of Southampton 
made a similar benefaction to his home town, though this was more than halved by 
legal costs, and the Institution which emerged was weak from birth. At Sheffield 
a mere £20,000 from Mark Firth established a college which rooted rather more 
firmly.*? Sir Josiah Mason gave in all £200,000 to the Birmingham College which 
took his name. The Yorkshire College at Leeds had a shakier start, local subscribers 
raising only a third of the £60,000 endowment target; to the rescue came the 
Clothworkers and other London companies. University College, Liverpool was also 
more of a collective effort, £80,000 being raised very quickly after £10,000 had been 


* Clothworkers’ Company, CL/B/20, between pp. 6-7, loose printed paper marked 6/1. 
°° Charlton, Manchester Univ., p. 143; Vincent and Hinton, Birmingham Univ., p. 63; Shimmin, Univ. of 
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Introduction XXXIX 


offered by members of the Rathbone family. Bristol had no such fairy godmother; 
rather it was the Cinderella of the group, rescued only in the last act by a merchant 
prince bearing a £100,000 slipper. 

At the outset the target had been just £40,000, envisaged as £25,000 capital and 
subscriptions guaranteeing an income of £3,000 for five years [16]. By September 
1875 some £17,000 had been subscribed, which Jowett thought ‘very solid’ [22 (CD 
text)]. Others had already warned that the appeal had been too cautious, though 
unhappily it proved to be over-optimistic. Some cautious well-wishers preferred to 
see how matters developed before committing themselves. Building work would 
absorb most of the original receipts, and only £2,500 could spared for investment 
[64]. After a further two years there was still only promise of £26,000, with little 
more than £12,300 paid. The Clothworkers’ grant all went on the designated extra- 
mural lectures; and while support from Balliol and New College was a welcome 
bonus, it was not enough to offset the basic imbalance in the College’s books. 

In the summer of 1879 the position looked more hopeful, with the subscribed 
capital reaching £23,000. The Merchant Venturers, who had promised £1000 once 
the original target was reached by other means, were persuaded to waive that proviso 
and release their donation [19, 87]. Arrangements having been concluded with the 
Medical School, the Council honoured its undertaking to provide premises; and by 
accepting the lower of two tenders, it saved £75 of the doctors’ dowry [88]. The 
architect Charles Hansom was then authorised to design a north wing which (with a 
further eye to economy) he priced at £4,750 [100]. In the following year the Council 
appointed a Canvassing Committee, which immediately tackled some likely donors, 
and then launched a new general appeal [104, 107, 109]. The position was clearly and 
bleakly stated: working expenses approaching £4,500 p.a., to which fees contributed 
only £1,800, so that around £3000 of the subscribed capital had to be spent each 
year just to keep going. Another £8000 of that fund had already been gone towards 
buildings and apparatus [110]. Further donations did come in, enabling the Council 
to buy another small plot of land [145, 152]. The Council extended their begging 
bowl in all directions, even cadging money from the students [194, 314]. 

Despite all these efforts, by September 1884 College was overdrawn by £642, 
with unpaid bills totalling £1307. A similar deficiency in the next and succeeding 
years was predicted unless the endowment were increased and fees were raised. 
Providentially some £2000 was then promised from the profits of an Industrial and 
Fine Arts exhibition. With that the Treasurer hoped to clear all debts by the end of 
the following year [156, 160, 163]. Although the exhibition was a great success, 
attracting some 220,000 visitors, the College received less than three-quarters of the 
forecast figure, and so remained below the financial waterline [166]. 

Jowett, who gave £1,200 of his own money as well as securing the Balliol and 
New College grants, lost faith in Bristol’s ability to follow the lead which he and 
other outsiders had given. While hopeful of Government aid, he knew this would 
have to be matched by more local money. There was therefore still the prospect that 
the institution would fail, to the shame of its Council and the City of Bristol [175]. 

Mary Marshall thought the problem was that Bristol’s citizens, unlike the upstart 
burghers of the north, had long known how to ‘turn their wealth to pleasant account 
and so had less margin to spare for big gifts to education’.* This is unjust to a host 
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of worthy benefactors, not all of whom flaunted their wealth.** There is none the less 
some substance in the historical argument. Bristol had been a great trading city while 
Liverpool was a swamp. To Pepys it was already “in all respects another London’, at 
a time when Birmingham was proverbial for all that was sham and shoddy.’ In the 
Marshalls’ day it may well have seemed that Bristol needed no further assertion of 
its civic dignity. While the northerners were building their gaudy town halls, Bristol’s 
corporation retained Smirke’s smart classical box. This however was not entirely 
by choice. By end of the century the competitive urge proved irresistible, and was 
a strong factor in the charter campaign. It was argued frankly that Bristol needed a 
university because Liverpool had one.** 

Larger economic factors affected all the colleges. It did not need Alfred Marshall’s 
particular expertise to see the trade depression of the 1870s and 1880s as a bad time 
for academic fund-raising. Even Oxford and Cambridge suffered from the fall in 
agricultural rents, which is why Balliol withdrew its grant to UCB [126]. There were 
particular problems for Bristol, as the port declined and trade moved to the Mersey. 
The collapse of a local bank compounded the difficulties.” The upshot was that 
UCB always had the lowest local funding among the main university colleges. The 
essential problem was lack of productive linkage to the City’s economy. Manchester, 
Liverpool, Sheffield and Birmingham all thrived on science-based industries, which 
encouraged firms to pour money into technical education and research; Leeds was 
less favoured until the Clothworkers moved in.” No such interest motivated Bristol’s 
biggest operators, perhaps simply because they were obscurantist by nature and 
inclination. For the biggest of all, the tobacco and chocolate barons, there was little 
likelihood that academic study would improve their processes and profits. Their 
money, when it came, was given for altogether higher motives.*! 

The pinched circumstances of the early years are well expressed in the progressive 
disenchantment of the physicist Sylvanus Thompson. He enjoyed the inaugural 
festivities, found the students receptive, and was pleased with his laboratory gear 
[61-2]. Yet within four years he was complaining that his workspace was cramped 
and damp, that the College could not afford proper apparatus, and that he was 
having to teach uncongenial subjects [102]. New accommodation resolved one 
of his grievances, but the equipment was still so inadequate that he offered to 
pay £50 towards a shopping list of £685 [117, 140]. After another four years he 
was exasperated by the continuing financial constraint, and not just for his own 
department. He warned Percival that proposed economies would ‘effectively cripple 
the literary side of the College’ [158]. Privately Thompson blamed the Council 
for failing to secure endowments and legacies, though it was unfair of him to say 
they were ‘doing absolutely nothing’ to improve the College’s finances [159]. He 
had meanwhile come to see Government aid as the answer, and drew attention to 
grants made to higher education in Scotland and Wales. The Council was doubtful of 


°° Tnstanced in Meller, Leisure, pp. 93-4. 

*” The Diary of Samuel Pepys, ed. R.C. Latham and W. Matthews (1970-83), viii, p. 234. 

** FE. Gotch, ‘Bristol and the West of England University’, BTM, 2 Oct 1907; cited Sanderson, Universities 
and Industry, p. 79. 

» Travers, Ramsay, pp. 71-2; New College, Oxford 1379-1979, ed. J. Buxton and P.H. Williams (Oxford, 
1979), p. 97. 

“Sanderson, Universities and Industry, pp. 61-70. 

“ B.WE. Alford, ‘The economic development of Bristol in the nineteenth century: an enigma?’, in 
Essays in Bristol and Gloucestershire History, ed. P. McGrath and J. Cannon (Bristol, 1976), pp. 265-7; 
Sanderson, Universities and Industry, pp. 70—2.p 
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securing any Government aid on its own initiative; the way forward seemed to be a 
concerted effort from the kindred university colleges [152]. To this end Ramsay first 
asked Thompson to sound out Garnett of Newcastle [157]. 

The plot to raid the Treasury was really hatched in mid-Atlantic during September 
1884, as Ramsay returned from a meeting of the British Association in Montreal. 
Also aboard SS Peruvian were Ramsay’s opposite numbers at Sheffield and Cardiff, 
W.M. Hicks and J.V. Jones, and the voyage gave plentiful time for discussion. Since 
the Welsh were already recipients of Government aid, their advice was helpful 
even though they meant to keep an independent line.’ Ramsay and Hicks agreed to 
marshal the efforts of the English colleges. Ramsay’s side of their correspondence 
is preserved at Sheffield University Library, and Bristol has copies of all he wrote 
before moving to UCL. Most of these letters are printed below, and although they do 
not carry the story through to its successful conclusion, their interest is considerable.” 
Ramsay and Hicks canvassed an impressive array of politicians, academics and other 
men of science and letters. Among the biggest guns they enlisted were John Morley 
[185], Bishop Temple, Lord Ripon and Sir John Lubbock [205-6]. They also met a 
few rebuffs, notably from the former Conservative Chancellor Sir Michael Hicks 
Beach, who apparently opposed all forms of education except those he had received 
at Eton and Christ Church [169]. 

Early in 1885 the UCB Council summoned up the courage to approach the Vice- 
President of the Privy Council’s Education Committee (in effect the Minister of 
Education) [164]. This came to nothing, as events in the Sudan precipitated the end 
of Gladstone’s second term in June. In fact the Liberal collapse was not such bad 
news, because the GOM himself was hostile [177]. On the other hand the new man 
at the Treasury, G.J. Goschen, was a longstanding supporter of university extension, 
and sympathetic to the claim of the colleges. His secretary Alfred Milner gave Jowett 
a tutorial in political manipulation, showing how to open the purse strings without 
appearing to pull them [192]. Jowett was himself busy behind the scenes [176], and 
also wrote a magisterial letter to The Times [197]. He remained confident, though 
apprehensive that voluntary subscriptions to UCB might dry up once the College was 
perceived as an agency of the State [174]. 

To avert this Ramsay launched a new appeal in the form of an open letter to the 
Mayor of Bristol. He began with some nicely slanted statistics (Aberystwyth, pop. 
12,000, Government grant £4000; Bristol, pop. 380,000, Government grant nil), and 
slid completely into italic for his key point: ‘with absolutely no exception, higher 
education receives State aid in every other civilized country’. All that was plain 
enough. The trick, as Jowett had pointed out, was to generate public pressure for 
Government aid without diminishing donations from the same public. There was 
also some uncertainty as to which public the College was actually meant to serve. 
Ramsay saw no point in seeking support from local taxation, because a third of the 
students already came from outside Bristol. The City Council were not likely to vote 
ratepayers’ money to educate the youth of Gloucestershire and Somerset, let alone 
Devon and Cornwall [180, 184]. Promoting the College as a regional centre, which 
the Government encouraged, could impede the local backing on which Government 
also insisted as a condition of its own support. 


© Travers, Ramsay, p. 74; Chapman, Univ. of Sheffield, p. 45; cf. K.V. Jones, Life of John Viriamu Jones 
(1921), pp. 133-4. Jones had preceded Hicks as Principal of Firth College. 

* Documents 168 x 216. Some of Ramsay’s later letters, and those of Hicks’s other correspondents, are 
printed in Chapman, Univ. of Sheffield, pp. 44-67. 
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Another problem was that the colleges never presented a fully united front.“ In 
1880 Owens had become the first of the provincial colleges to ‘graduate’ as the 
original element in a projected federal Victory University. Always the richest of the 
group, Owens disdained to beg for Treasury aid on its own account, and Victoria 
made an independent application. Birmingham’s adhesion was suspect [183, 196], 
while it was not clear that the London colleges should be involved at all [168, 173]. 

After much further planning and canvassing a delegation was sent to the Chancellor 
in June 1887 [210]. Although nothing immediately resulted, the claim had been 
staked. A year later Lubbock, the colleges’ chosen champion in the Commons, elicited 
promise of a grant once the complexities of assessment had been resolved [220]. 
The Treasury eventually announced in March 1889 that a total of £15,000 would be 
paid annually for five years. Despite the fact that Percival sat on the apportioning 
committee, UCB’s share would be at the lowest level, namely £1,200. The first 
instalment was gratefully received in November, though the Council realised that 
even this modest aid might not continue if they did not improve local support [226]. 
In fact the colleges started asking for more long before the original grant was due to 
expire. The Chancellor gave an encouraging response but would not alter the existing 
terms [234—5, 238]. 

More public money did reach the colleges by other routes. An allocation from 
the excise was made to local authorities for support of technical education. Bristol 
City Council gave UCB an immediate £2000 from this ‘whisky money’ to be spent 
on buildings and equipment. They also voted £500 a year for general purposes, on 
acceptance of ten free students at the Council’s nomination [235, 242-3]. No such 
help could be drawn from neighbouring county councils [283]. However, a further 
grant from central Government was obtained on the establishment of an associated 
Day Training College for teachers [276]. 

In 1887 a former student and admirer of Professor Marshall had suggested inviting 
all existing subscribers to double their donations in honour of the Queen’s golden 
jubilee. Whether or not this had any effect, £6000 was expected directly from a fund 
raised by the City to mark this occasion [184]. There were other occasional windfalls 
such as £500, almost the total profit from an exhibition of Welsh Industries in the 
Colston Hall [403]. UCB also benefited briefly from the determination of King’s 
College, London to remain an Anglican closet. In deference to the nonconformist 
vote, Rosebery’s government withdrew KCL’s grant, which was distributed among 
the other supported colleges [282]. 

There had been no increase in the overall grant or Bristol’s share of it when 
the second Treasury allocation was made in September 1894 [272]. The colleges 
tried again in the following year, after an election had brought back their original 
benefactor Lord Salisbury. Less encouraging was the return to the Treasury of Hicks 
Beach, who refused to make any immediate increase. A stony response was also 
received from the Lord President, whom Council must have supposed to be a softer 
touch. He simply suggested that they should make a better attempt to fund themselves 
locally [283] 

The Council duly appealed for £10,000 to clear their debt. The City Council’s 
Technical Instruction Committee** offered £2000, on condition that three City 


“ Vernon, Universities and the State, pp. 115-23 summarises the colleges’ campaign for Government aid. 
*® WDP, 29 Jan. 1887. 
“© Set up, as in other corporations, to administer ‘whisky money’. 
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Council nominees should be added to the College Council [287-91]. Some 
alleviation of the rates was also negotiated. Individual members of the Council 
subscribed an extra £400 per annum, and there was prospect of more [305, 314]. 
This would have at best kept the College standing still, but that was not enough. 
In 1897 a further appeal was made for £3000 to build a 1000-seat assembly hall 
and a hall of residence. The money would be raised by borrowing from ‘gentlemen 
connected with the College’ (meaning again members of the Council and hopefully 
some of the professors) who would receive 4% interest on their unsecured loans 
[299, 302, 306]. 

Hicks Beach had meanwhile ordered a detailed review of the college grants, which 
he entrusted to the President of Magdalen and the Cambridge chemist G.D. Liveing. 
They reported favourably in June 1897, recommending that the total annual award 
be raised to £25,000. Their allocation was graded by the level of local support; and 
because UCB was still bottom of that particular league, its share was left at £1,200. 
Manchester, on the other hand, had its grant almost doubled, and was then given 
another £500 which Warren and Liveing found on their hands. This exercise in natural 
selection predictably infuriated UCB’s Councillors. They complained bitterly to the 
Chancellor, revising the Treasury’s statistics to their own advantage, but without 
effect [314, 316, 318, 320]. 

The prospect of merger with the Merchant Venturers’ Training College 
suggested an increase of sorts, as the combined institution could expect to 
receive compensation for £400 which MVTC received from the Science and Art 
Department [352]. That did not happen, and nothing came of a further application 
for increase of the main grant in January 1902 [386]. Even though the Unionist 
Government soon afterwards authorised a huge increase in the overall grant to 
£100,000, Bristol’s share was still only modestly advanced to £2000 [415]. The 
Treasury’s generosity continued under the Liberals, when colleges were invited to 
submit claims to a share in the residual grant [449]. Bristol was awarded £800 from 
the available £11,000 [465]. 

All such moneys were given to support institutions in their regular operations. 
The Treasury would not contribute directly to any campaign for university status, 
since this was conditional on the applicant having raised adequate money on its own 
account. Additional grants were nevertheless made to newly chartered universities, 
in effect providing some reimbursement for the expenses incurred [567]. 

Meanwhile the College had launched another local fund-raising scheme, with the 
incentive of an annual feast for subscribers. This was given a spurious ancestry by 
attaching the name of Bristol’s premier philanthropist, tentatively as the Colston 
Educational Society, then more specifically as the University College Colston Society 
[335]. The first dinner in 1899 was a great success, netting over £400 on the spot, 
with similar results in the following years [348]. The dinner was also the occasion for 
a keynote speech by an imported celebrity. From this platform in 1902 R.B. Haldane 
urged Bristolians to support not just a university college, but the central component 
ina federal University of the West [387]. The 1906 diners were told of further major 
donations, including those made to purchase the site of the defunct Blind Asylum 
in Park Row [431]. Most momentous of all was the 1908 dinner, which heard that 
H.O. Wills had promised a sum which would secure the transformation of University 
College into the University of Bristol [459]. 
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The Battle of the Overlap (1896-1902) 


The Society of Merchant Venturers was among University College’s principal 
original benefactors. The Society had been contemplating a grant to extend the 
Museum. Instead they offered £1000 to the new college, on condition that this sum 
would complete its initial capital target of £25,000 [19, 21]. Unlike the Medical 
School’s promise of a similar sum, the Merchants’ money was an outright gift. In the 
event the first tranche was released in 1879 when the fund had reached £23,000 [87]. 

From that high point the relationship between the Society and the College began 
a steady descent. To some extent this was the natural consequence of their different 
political and social connexions. The Merchants were mostly Conservatives, the 
University College people predominantly Liberals. That bifurcation was seemingly 
unaffected by the Liberal split of 1886: Lewis Fry sat thereafter as a Liberal Unionist 
supporting the Tories, without becoming any better loved in Merchants’ Hall. At the 
start the corn merchant William Proctor Baker provided a substantial link; having 
been Master of the Society in 1869/70, he was UCB’s Treasurer from the foundation 
to 1893.” There would still be some points of contact. Prominent Merchants G.H. 
Pope, W.K. Wait, and W.W. Ward sat on Clifton College’s governing Council 
alongside UCB Councillors H.N. Abbot, F.N. Budd, W.E. George and (after ceasing 
to be Head Master) Percival himself.“* On the other hand the Fry and Wills families 
and their connexions were merchants but never Merchants. This polarisation is 
readily apparent from the refusal of the Society to contribute to UCB’s 1896 appeal, 
while at the same time voting 10 guineas to the City’s stray dogs [286]. 

The bone of contention was technical education, in which the Merchants now had 
themselves a substantial interest. In 1885 they took control of the Trade and Mining 
School in Nelson Street, previously run by the Colston Trustees. They proceeded to 
sack the Headmaster, that same Thomas Coomber who in his other role as Medical 
School Lecturer had proposed the founding of a College of Science. In his place 
the Society appointed the well qualified and dynamic Julius Wertheimer. Although 
not a German, he gave that impression by the Teutonic efficiency with which he 
ran his school. In 1893/4 it acquired a new site in Unity Street, and a new name as 
the Merchant Venturers’ Technical College. The institution had already established 
a fine record [310], and the Society was determined to make it the flagship of its 
educational work.” 

That their College was competing with a major element of UCB’s operation did 
not worry the Society. Being by nature mercantile and venturesome, they had no fear 
of the market place. From Park Row the perspective was different, and to UCB it 
appeared most desirable that the two colleges should agree on a division of labour. 
Early in 1896 Chairman Fry had some talk with some members of the Society, 
suggesting that they should work ‘in harmony and not in competition’ [285]. Behind 
that pleasant aspiration was concern that the latest appeal for local money should 
not be compromised by rival claims. In the course of the year UCB improved its 
bargaining position by securing substantial sums from the City Council [287-91]. 
Not until February 1897 did the College Council formally address the challenge 
of the Technical College. They then approved a simple scheme to share Pure and 


*” Cottle and Sherborne, Life of a University, pp. 33-4; McGrath, MVB, p. 495 n. 89. 

48 Service on the Clifton College Council: Wait 1877-91; Budd 1880-99; Percival 1880-1917; Abbot 
1882-1920; George 1883-1901; Ward 1900-32; Pope 1901-21: CCR, p. xv. 

*” McGrath, MVB, pp. 375-81; Severn, Faculty of Engineering, pp. 5-7. 
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Applied Science between the two colleges. [295]. In essence this laid down the battle 
lines which would be contested with increasing ferocity over the next twelve years.” 

Without for the moment revealing his proposal, Fry invited the Merchants to 
parley. He took his text from the report of a recent Royal Commission on secondary 
education, which deprecated the general lack of ‘harmony and co-operation’ at that 
level and beyond. Fry cited the examples of Birmingham and Manchester, where 
demarcation had been agreed between the respective general and technical colleges 
[296]. This produced a cool response from the Master of the Venturers, who saw no 
point in a conference until its terms of reference were better defined; to this end he 
obligingly enclosed a history of the Technical College [297]. 

Later in the year, fortified by an extension of the Clothworkers’ grant [301] and the 
prospect of other funds [299, 306], Fry and his Council responded to the Merchants’ 
history lesson with one of their own. They pointed out that, long before the Technical 
College had assumed its present form and curriculum, UCB had been founded with 
the declared purpose of teaching all applications of science; and that this undertaking 
had been endorsed by a generous grant from the Merchants themselves [307, 309]. 
At the same the College put its side of the case to their benefactors in the City’s 
Technical Instruction Committee [308]. 

It was several weeks before the Merchants answered Fry’s letter. At this point 
their Treasurer, George Pope, entered the arena in which he would be the Society’s 
most ardent, most persistent and most outspoken champion. For UCB he became the 
villain of the piece, though like many such he had first played a good fairy, bearing 
gold as Secretary of the TIC [242]. He now took Fry’s last letter apart, disputing 
its figures and chronology. The Technical College, as heir to the Trade School, was 
demonstrably first in the field, and the Society could not be asked to surrender its 
responsibilities and investments there. The proposal would also lose them over 
£1000 in annual fees [310]. The Master duly told Fry that the divergent views of his 
Council and of the MVTC Management Committee would render any conference 
‘useless’ [311]. 

The Society’s position was not quite as secure as that lordly response implied, 
since its independent line was becoming detrimental to the sponsorship of technical 
education. When public money first became available through the TIC, the Society 
had disdained it.°' Yet the very advances in technology which their College promoted 
had to be fed with new and ever more expensive equipment. The Merchants were not 
as rich as they were commonly supposed to be, and having seen University College 
receive generous help from the TIC, they belatedly sought to tap the same source. 
That immediately drew the City Council into the ‘overlap’ debate, since it had a clear 
duty to see that public funds were not spent on duplicated facilities. Emphatically 
it would not aid the Technical College to the detriment of UCB. The Town Clerk 
urged the parties to confer, and conveyed the TIC’s offer of mediation [317]. Pope 
grudgingly accepted, though without conceding that there was any overlap to discuss; 
he was more concerned to receive the answer to his grant application. [319]. 


* For this first phase of conflict see McGrath, MVB, pp. 381-4. Professor McGrath saw the SMV’s papers 
relating to successive disputes with UCB before their transfer to the Bristol Record Office, where the 
current file references were applied: MVB, pp. 382 n. 129; 492 n. 81. It has not been possible to trace, let 
alone print, all that McGrath cited; one file (SMV/5/6/1/1) was missing during preparation of the present 
work. 

°! McGrath, MVB, pp. 384-5. 


xlvi Bristol University: Conception to Foundation 


In March 1898 the Town Clerk set about knocking the heads together [321]; it took 
a further prompting from the TIC, backed up by central Government’s Science and 
Art Department [324], before the parties finally faced one another in December. The 
UCB representatives then blandly proposed complete amalgamation with MVTC; 
the Merchants would consider nothing more than federation, with all technical work 
assigned to their College [327]. The two Principals were asked to draw the line of 
demarcation, a task which would have challenged Mason and Dixon [328]. A few 
days later the SMV came up with a plan to which, with minor modifications, they 
would adhere until the stumps were drawn. They envisaged a new institution called 
the West of England University and Technical College, of which UCB and MVTC 
would be equal components. ‘University’ in the title remained appositional; there 
was no aspiration to university status. The two colleges would therefore continue to 
prepare candidates from their respective sides for London degrees. This federation 
would be governed by representatives of UCB’s own Council, the Society, and the 
City. An appearance of generosity was created by awarding twenty-one subjects 
exclusively to UCB and just four to MVTC, but several of the former were esoteric if 
not imaginary. The debatable ground would be the five subjects proposed as common 
to both colleges, comprising all ‘pure’ Science, and the reservation of everything 
‘applied’ or technical to MVTC [329]. 

The Merchants’ plan was denounced by the UCB negotiators in February. They 
asserted that ‘the combination of technical instruction with general culture’ was the 
English way, and therefore right. They refused to concede to MVTC any preparation 
for degrees, and dismissed as inconsequential the dangled carrot of a larger Treasury 
grant. The Merchants’ solution to overlapping courses was simply to assign to 
themselves ‘practically the whole of the territory in dispute’ [332]. UCB was not 
prepared to give up its Engineering School. The Merchants were insulted by the 
implication that their College could not teach to university standard, and saw no need 
to send their students across to receive the UCB stamp of approval. MVTC ranked 
with the best in the world, and would necessarily lose that standing if deprived 
of all degree work [336, 338]. Despite the digging of these entrenched positions, 
negotiations between the two sub-committees continued during 1899, and agreement 
was even reached in some small areas [340, 342, 344]. Only at the end of the year did 
both sides conclude that they had reached deadlock [347 349]. 

Pope now sent the TIC details of these negotiations, by way of demonstrating that 
the Society had done as bidden, albeit to no avail, and now hoped for a favourable 
response to its request for an independent grant. This had been earmarked for specific 
purposes, including a steam engine on which Wertheimer had set his heart. A sharp 
response came from Lloyd Morgan who (as Pope must have known) was a member 
of the Committee, and who (wearing his UCB hat) was incensed at the leaking of 
confidential papers. He took further issue with the Society’s scheme, but while re- 
asserting UCB’s prior claim to teach all it chose, offered MVTC Commerce and 
Technology. Pure Science would be UCB’s preserve, and Applied Science and 
Engineering would be shared. When this letter reached Pope, he noted simply that 
applied Science and Technology could not be separated [352]. He sent a detailed 
critique to Wertheimer, dismissing UCB’s pretension to ‘universal sovereignty’ as 
incompatible with any form of federation [354]. 

He soon found that he had overplayed his hand with the TIC, who had also 
now heard Lloyd Morgan’s side of the argument. The Committee insisted on the 
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resumption of negotiations between the two colleges. Meanwhile the question of the 
grant to MVTC was buried in another sub-committee [355-6]. Further conferences 
were duly held in the summer of 1900, in which the same arguments were batted 
to and fro with no effect save to raise the tempers of all concerned [357-63]. UCB 
still maintained that the only solution was to form a single institution [360]. To the 
Merchants that looked like a hostile takeover. Even so a division was detected in 
UCB’s ranks: Percival had been heard to envisage a future Bristol University with 
two sister colleges. That prospect the Merchants welcomed, as it expressed their own 
federal option, and Pope was confident that with Percival’s backing it would prevail 
[361]. In fact there is no evidence for a revolt of the moderates at UCB, and it is clear 
from his later interventions that Percival would have been the last man to lead one. 

The TIC still wanted a deal, and in October its Chairman W.W. Jose begged the 
Merchants to return to the table [364-6]. As a veteran member of the Society his 
wishes were respected, and though his own proposed solution was simplistic, it led to 
a new round of talks [370-4]. These were soon imperilled by disagreement over the 
minutes, and some further sour exchanges ensued. By March 1901 UCB felt no purpose 
would be served by meeting again [375], and Pope professed disappointment that he 
had to agree [376]. There was however a treaty of sorts. In June the belligerents were 
brought to the Council House where some trivial concessions were extracted from 
them. UCB surrendered its evening classes in Engineering, and MVTC promised not 
to teach Music and a few other unlikely things [379-80, 383]. Pope felt his side must 
now have done enough to satisfy the TIC, and immediately returned to the question 
of the grant [379-80]. This time his luck was in; the Technical College was awarded 
£3000, so Wertheimer would have his steam engine [379-80, 382]. 

The concordat was due to come into force in September 1902, but had fractured 
long before then. UCB’s Faculty of Arts and Science (that is the whole teaching 
body save for the medical men) formally protested against the terms, and the 
Merchants would consider no modification of them [384, 388-9]. At which point 
communications ceased for four years, during which time events would significantly 
shift the balance of forces. 


Wider still or narrower? (1902-5) 


Despite the impression given by the mass of paper and hot air it generated, the first 
conflict with the Merchants was but a departmental issue. For some members of the 
College it would not have been an issue at all. More important things were happening 
during those years, and mostly off-stage. The inter-related progress of institutions 
in Wales, London, Birmingham and the northern cities to full university status 
would prompt UCB to follow. The prime question was whether it wanted to be the 
University of Bristol, the University of the West of England, or even more. 

The first advertisement for what became University College had been for a ‘School 
of Science and Literature for the West of England and South Wales’ [16]. A claim to 
this considerable territory was advanced by Jowett at the inaugural public meeting 
[17]. The Welsh aspect was embedded in UCB’s Articles of Association, where 
places on the governing body were assigned to representatives of Glamorgan and 
Monmouthshire [46 (CD text)].° Links were soon fostered in these counties; lectures 


* Monmouthshire was not yet formally attached to Wales. 
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supported by the Gilchrist Trustees were given at Swansea and Newport [73], while 
foundries at Newport and Usk took UCB students for work experience during the 
summer. Testifying to Lord Aberdare’s commission in 1880, Marshall could not say 
precisely how many Welsh students were in his care, but he knew of seven whose 
parents lived in Wales, and six others born there.’ Marshall offered this information 
in support of his firm belief that South Wales did not need a college of its own.™ 
The Welsh thought otherwise, and so did the Aberdare Commission. The first Welsh 
college had been opened at Aberystwyth (1872) simply because premises became 
available at a knockdown price. The choice for a more demographically realistic 
site in the south was between Cardiff and Swansea. UCB considered it had an interest 
in this debate, and formally requested the Education Minister to plump for Swansea, 
because this would impinge less on UCB’s catchment area. The Severn Tunnel 
was about to open, and was expected to bring yet more Welsh students to Bristol 
[141]. Ramsay’s official letter was backed up by one from Lewis Fry, who added a 
gratuitous aspersion on the Welsh language [142]. This unseemly intervention had 
no effect, and University College, Cardiff opened a few months later, in the autumn 
of 1883 [152]. 

Some years later, when complaining to the Chancellor about its Treasury grant, 
UCB conceded that though the Cardiff College has drawn off some of its potential 
students, it had ‘no reasonable grounds for dissatisfaction’ so long as the two 
institutions could compete on equal terms. The gripe was that Cardiff was getting 
£4000 and UCB £1,200 [320]. This, however, reflected the politically-motivated 
support for colleges in Wales, Scotland and Ireland which pre-dated the funding of 
higher education in England. By this time Aberystwyth, Cardiff and a further college 
at Bangor had been incorporated as the University of Wales (1896).°° It would prove 
to be the most enduring of the federal structures, and for a time suggested possible 
models for the West of England. The University of Wales was, however, more than 
an academic body: it was a symbol and manifestation of national spirit. No grouping 
of colleges in England’s western shires could induce such bonding sentiment. Once 
Wales had secured its independence, it had no mind to associate with Bristol even in 
a joint matriculation board [565]. It may be noted that while UCB’s charter petition 
was supported by all the new English universities, Wales did not add its voice [530]. 

There had been some argument for a Midland University centred on Birmingham 
[196]. Bristol and Nottingham were suggested as component colleges. Whatever 
prospects this had were squashed by Joseph Chamberlain, who meant his city to have 
a university of its own, “pure and simple’. In 1898 Mason College was incorporated 
by statute as Mason University College, with Chamberlain as President, and launched 
a very successful fundraising campaign.*’ Lloyd Morgan enquired if there remained 
any prospect of UCB’s affiliation, and received a dismissive response. UCB’s Senate 
had already passed a resolution proposing that, if Birmingham did not want their 
company, a ‘West of England University’ should be founded in Bristol [325-6]. 
That aspiration was taken up by James Bryce MP at the first Colston dinner later in 


* Aberdare, Report, ii, pp. 767, 768; some Welsh students were known only from Bristol addresses; 
judging by their names, Marshall supposed almost half those on UCB’s books were of ‘Welsh extraction’. 
* Tbid., p. 777: Question: ‘You would not contemplate the placing of a college of the kind you have in 
Bristol in one of the towns of South Wales as a substitute for an immediate school?’ Answer: ‘No.’ 

°° Williams, Univ. Movement in Wales, pp. 41-2. 

°° University College, Swansea was founded in 1920 as the fourth constituent college. 

*” 60 Vict. c. 20; Vincent and Hinton, Univ. of Birmingham. p. 12-13, 16-17. 
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the year [348]. UCB kept a close eye on the Birmingham campaign, which offered 
encouragement to its own, and acquired a copy of the charter issued in 1900 [337, 
350]. Percival, speaking at the 1901 Colston dinner, urged Bristolians to follow that 
model, though his projected target was still a regional federation rather than a unitary 
civic university.” 

1898 saw London University at last reconstituted as a full ‘teaching university’. 
UCB and the other provincial colleges had objected to this development, and indeed 
helped to wreck an earlier attempt to achieve it [233]. For a time there was thought 
of creating an ‘Albert University’ of the south to match the Victoria of the north, 
and Albert might subsequently have consorted with colleges outside the metropolis. 
London was never a ‘local’ university, its colleges and schools having sectional 
rather than topographical constituencies. This added complexities to the new federal 
structure which in turn supplied ammunition to both sides when UCB and MVTC 
resumed their exchanges in 1906 [441, 480, 495]. 

The Victoria University, originally having Owens (Manchester) as its sole college 
(1880), expanded in 1884 with the accession of University College, Liverpool. The 
Yorkshire College joined three years later. But the ‘Victoria trio’ as Ramsay called 
it [205] would play only a brief set. In 1902 Liverpool petitioned for independence, 
which was conceded after prolonged discussion before the Privy Council’s Education 
Committee. Here as in London a key part was taken by the Chancery barrister and 
Liberal MP R.B. Haldane. 

Haldane would give his name to the Army reforms which he implemented while 
Secretary of State for War between 1905 and 1912. Yet arguably he made an even 
greater mark on education, for which he never held ministerial responsibility. It is 
difficult to assess the extent of his influence, for much of it was exercised behind 
a variety of scenes. Something of a social chameleon, his contacts transcended all 
barriers, and he acquired the useful reputation of honest broker. He could spin out 
his words when necessary, but they were most effective when dropped quietly into 
important ears.” Much therefore was off the record. His Autobiography (1929) 
remains a key source, and because this has been found astray in some details, the 
large place he assigns himself in the creation of London and the civic universities has 
been challenged. The fullest examination of his educational work largely endorses 
his own claims.” Haldane’s student days at Géttingen had induced an admiration for 
all things German, including its system of higher education. The federal structure of 
the Second Reich was reflected in a profusion of universities, each component state 
having its central and subordinate universities. This was the pattern which, to begin 
with at least, Haldane sought to impose on England. 

Regionalism was the essence of his speech to the University College Colston 
Society early in 1902 [387]. He gave Bristolians an outline of the wonders the 
Germans had achieved, and the progress made in giving England and Wales a 
similar network of higher learning. Now it was time to complete the map with a 
West of England University in which Bristol would of course be the headquarters. 
Reading, Southampton, and Exeter would provide the second tier, with the more 
distant prospect of Plymouth, Devonport and other unspecified ‘great towns’. Most 


** Sherborne, UCB, p. 20. 

* There is some resemblance between the rising Haldane and a later éminence grise, Lord Goodman, 
another lawyer who became ‘a kind of universal joint’ to the establishment: A. Sampson, The New 
Anatomy of Britain (1971), pp. 433-5. 

® E. Ashby and M. Anderson, Portrait of Haldane at Work on Education (1974), pp. xiv-xv and passim. 
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gratifyingly none of this would require much money, because the whole operation 
would be largely funded from examination fees. That was moonshine, and not in fact 
what the organisers of this fund-raising event wanted to hear. Haldane’s address was 
printed and would play some part in the charter campaign, even though federalism 
had by then been abandoned. 

Haldane himself was shifting his ground. Later in 1902 he was busy in promoting 
independence for Liverpool, secured by charter in the following year. Leeds, the 
weakest member of the Victoria trio, had opposed its break-up, but was encouraged 
to see itself as the hub of a purely Yorkshire federal university. As such it was 
chartered in 1904, though within a year its chief satellite Sheffield had broken away 
and received its own charter. So by 1905 London, Birmingham, Manchester (still for 
the moment with ‘Victoria’ in its title), Liverpool, Leeds, Sheffield and Wales all had 
separate universities. That left Bristol as the only English city with above 300,000 
inhabitants and no such resource.”! 


Going ahead (1905-7) 


One might suppose that, now that Bristol was head of the waiting list for a university, 
local effort would have been intensified, most particularly in UCB itself. That 
however is not the story told by Professor M.W. Travers, in which a state of lethargy 
and disinterest was dispelled only by his own dynamism. Much of his information, 
based on a contemporary diary written up half a century later, cannot be corroborated 
from other sources.” As with Haldane, some suspicion has been raised about the 
accuracy of his account, and the centrality he assigns to himself within it.” Yet his 
contemporary A.M. Tyndall, later Professor of Physics, hailed him at the time as 
‘a breath of fresh air’ and in retrospect as ‘a tornado’.™ There is also the unwitting 
endorsement of those who spoke derisively of ‘Travers University’.® 

Travers came to UCB in January 1904 on appointment as Professor of Chemistry. 
He says that his first action was to ask to see the Registrar’s files on the university 
movement; Rafter had none, and initially professed total ignorance of the subject. 
He then recalled a committee which proposed as the first step to appoint a Registrar 
with a salary of £1,000; and since this was quite impossible, the committee never 
met again. Conceivably Travers was having his leg pulled, since the long-serving 
Rafter cannot have welcomed interrogation by a newcomer. That there were 
differences among UCB’s senior figures is plausible enough. Travers identifies the 
‘University’ party as Ferrier, Ord, Kent, Chattock and himself, with the usual but 
not very forceful backing of Lloyd Morgan: all these were scientists and Liberals. 
Against them were most of the Arts side, indifferent to the prospect of a University 
if not positively opposed to it like the veteran historian Rowley.” At an early stage 


*! This potent statistic was owed to the extension of city boundaries in 1897 [541]. With the foundation 
of Queen’s University Belfast in 1908, Bristol became the largest UK city without a university [501]. 

© Travers’ typescript memoirs are now UBSC, DM 389 (each chapter separately paginated) 

6 Sherborne, UCB, pp. 20-1. 

* A.M. Tyndall, ‘Sixty years of academic life in Bristol’, in Macqueen and Taylor, University & 
Community, pp. 208-9. 

® Carleton, University for Bristol, p.21. 

° UBSC, DM 389, ch. I, pp. 6-7. Travers told the same story to Tyndall: UBSC, DM 363/1/55 (undated). 
*’ UBSC, DM 389, ch. I, p. 10; ch. II, pp. 10-11 (‘Professor Rowley did not wish to understand the 
modern university movement’). 
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Travers successfully nominated Ferrier to succeed Rowley as the Arts and Science 
Faculty’s representative on the Council [416]. By then he was already playing a 
bigger game. 

Travers had been the pupil and assistant of William Ramsay at UCL, and through 
that connexion he secured an interview with Haldane in January 1905. Haldane 
had by now been cured of regionalism, telling Travers that ‘the day of composite 
universities has gone by’. He remained a local federalist, emphatic that the Merchants’ 
College should be part of the projected Bristol University. He recommended setting 
up a steering committee, and (to the surprise of Travers, who had something to learn 
about politics) suggested approaching the likes of Walter Long, Sir Michael Hicks 
Beach, and the Duke of Beaufort.® Travers had not troubled to tell Lloyd Morgan 
that he was going up to London. He briefed the Principal the following day, adding 
lamely that he had not meant to intrude on the Council’s business. He then went to 
the Chairman, Lewis Fry, who said he had been put in a very difficult position. His 
only options were to dismiss Travers for insubordination, or to follow his lead and go 
ahead. He thought they had better go ahead.” 

A few days later the defunct committee was revived.” There followed a good deal 
of canvassing along the lines suggested by Haldane. Napier Abbot approached the 
Duchess of Beaufort (thought to be more sympathetic than her husband) and received 
a cordial response. Travers asked Haldane to speak to Hicks Beach and Long, only 
to be told that this had already been done. Long in turn asked Hicks Beach to use his 
influence with the Merchant Venturers. Fry had supportive messages from a quartet 
of local Tory grandees (Lords Bath, Ducie, and Lansdowne, and Sir John Dorington). 
Travers noted that Lloyd Morgan did not involve himself in these moves, perhaps 
thinking that the committee should not look like an agency of UCB.” 

No minutes of this committee have been found, nor any of its correspondence 
with august persons. Travers claims that by May 1905 it had become a formal 
committee of the Council and the ‘reborn’ Senate.” It was not in fact until February 
1906 that the Senate proposed a committee of leading citizens, influential westerners, 
and representatives of existing institutions [425]. Lewis Fry took up the challenge 
and called a preliminary meeting. A manifesto was then written by Travers, printed 
with a preface from Sir William Ramsay, and circulated at the Colston dinner on 30 
March.” Further strategies were prepared, at first involving just Fry, Lloyd Morgan, 
J.W. Arrowsmith, the College Solicitor T.W. Williams, and Travers. The ‘University 
Committee’ was formally launched at the Chamber of Commerce on 2 July: a 
hundred people were invited to join, of whom sixty-eight accepted.”* Most of these 


* UBSC, DM 389, ch. II, p. 3; Ashby and Anderson, Haldane on Education, pp. 89-90 (with extract 
including quoted phrase). Long was Unionist MP for Bristol South and President of the Local Government 
Board. 

® UBSC, DM 389, ch. II, pp. 4-5. Carleton (University for Bristol, p. 17) dates this meeting to | February, 
but Travers says only about 29 January. 

™ UBSC, DM 389, ch. II, p. 5, where the meeting is dated 8 February, and is said to have comprised the 
Bishop of Bristol (chairman), Fry, Dr E.H. Cook (the City’s Director of Education), and Travers himself. 
™ UBSC, DM 389, ch. II, pp. 6-7. 

” UBSC, DM 389, ch. II, p. 13. 

® UBSC, DM 389, ch. II, pp. 13-14, 16-17, 20-1; M.W. Travers, A Contribution to the Study of the 
University Problem setting forth the Need for the Establishment of a University in Bristol and for the 
General Principles of its Constitution (Bristol, 1906); copy in UBSC, DM 506/17/11. 

™ UBSC, DM 3839, ch. III, pp. 22-4. Travers was named Secretary, but resigned a month later take up a 
post in India, and Prof. R.P. Cowl took his place. 


li Bristol University: Conception to Foundation 


merely lent their names to the campaign, leaving the practicalities to College people. 
The new group also shared a chairman with the College Council, and is often called 
‘Fry’s Committee’. So although it was certainly not a College body, its declared 
independence was somewhat qualified. 

Meanwhile there had been another development in which Travers had been a key 
player. During 1904 the Council became aware that the Blind Asylum site was on 
the market for around £25,000, and a survey had been commissioned from the City 
Surveyor. Nothing more was done, and in November 1905 Travers learned that a 
deal was being negotiated with another party. This came to his ears over a shared 
telephone line, and again he felt that the need for prompt action outweighed all moral 
nicety. He immediately asked the Chairman to see if his cousin J. Storrs Fry could 
gazump the other bidder.”” Within a few days £30,000 had been put up by J.S. and FJ. 
Fry, and two members of the Wills family. This was also announced at the Colston 
dinner [427-8]. In the event purchase of the site was deferred, and the Fry/Wills 
£30,000 came to be counted in with the general endowment fund. Other substantial 
donations were then solicited [432]. The question now was: how much more would 
a University charter cost? Haldane advised looking closely at the Sheffield precedent 
[426]. Travers went up to to Hicks (still Principal) and the Engineering Professor 
William Ripper, who recommended seeking support from Labour leaders; they 
advised against courting the Merchants, but Travers was keen to bring across their 
degree students.” 

Percival had been discussing the same issues with Haldane early in 1906. They 
agreed that the Merchants should be driven into a corner where they had no option 
but to accept the terms which UCB arranged with the Privy Council: ‘the best plan 
is to go steadily forward, as if their College did not exist’ [426]. Thus did the War 
Minister and the Bishop propose to hurl the curse of Meroz against the ramparts of 
Merchants’ Hall. This was more effective than they could possibly have envisaged, 
because on 9 October the Technical College burned to the ground. 

Scarcely had the ashes cooled before the Merchants received a bland invitation 
from Lewis Fry to re-open talks about co-operation; he trusted that the time was not 
unsuitable.” Unsurprisingly the Merchants were guarded in response, and it was not 
until 30 November that a meeting was held [433-9]. The issue then was no longer 
overlap between two independent bodies. UCB wanted to absorb the Technical 
College within the projected University, to form a Faculty of Engineering or 
Technology. The Merchants would only accept some species of affiliation, in which 
they maintained financial control of their College. Their position was for the moment 
considerably weakened, while Fry and his Committee, with a swelling war chest and 
a roof over their heads, were in bullish mood. The fire looked to be a heaven-sent 
opportunity for uniting the colleges physically as well as institutionally. Perhaps use 
could be made of the Blind Asylum site, which the Fry and Wills money had secured? 
Even Wertheimer saw some sense in that, though he was reluctant to leave the heart 
of the city [441]. This option soon disappeared, as the Society decided to rebuild on 
the old site, turning disaster to advantage by creating an improved facility.”* Having 


® UBSC, DM 389, ch. II, p. 15; ch. III, pp. 4-5. 

7° UBSC, DM 3839, ch. III. pp. 9-10. 

” For this second phase of negotiations, culminating in the 1909 agreement, see McGrath, MVB, pp. 
491-508; Cottell and Sherborne, Life of a University, pp. 32-8; Severn, Faculty of Engineering, pp. 32-8, 
311-13. 

® There had been no human casualties, and the property was well insured. 
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established that point, they agreed in principle that their College might provide 
facilities for the University, while remaining under their direct financial control, 
and subject to the Society’s adequate representation in the University’s governance 
[442]. 

On 22 December the SMV Treasurer Percy King answered Fry’s request for a list 
of subjects which the Society might fund within the University. These amounted to 
the whole of Applied Science and as much Pure Science as might be required for 
grounding [443-4]. Fry replied with a few concessions (attaching the Society’s name 
to the supported departments and taking over MVTC’s top-level staff); the crux was 
his insistence on ‘complete fusion’ of all departments under ‘one administration, 
financial and educational’. He was also worried about the decision to rebuild at 
Unity Street [446-7]. A further meeting in February confirmed the deadlock on the 
central issue; the only result was a further attempt by the two Principals to reduce 
overlap [450]. The two sides then disengaged with expressions of regret. Given what 
they saw as the ‘nebulous state’ of the University scheme, the Society determined to 
concentrate on its own rebuilding plans [452-3]. So matters rested for the rest of the 
year. 


Money, Merchants and Councils (1908) 


The situation changed dramatically on 14 January 1908 when H.O. Wills offered 
£100,000 to the University fund provided a charter was obtained within two years 
[459]. This became known as ‘Foundation Day’ [486], and Wills took it as a personal 
slight when the SMV Treasurer happened to write to the press on the first anniversary 
[579].” The figure was not plucked from the air; nor was it the loose change in the 
donor’s pockets. Percival heard Chamberlain report that about £95,000 had been 
raised for Birmingham [427]. It was learned from Leeds that the Privy Council had 
stipulated £100,000 as the minimum to be raised, beyond existing capital, before a 
charter would be granted [448]. Haldane also specified that sum, and when he heard 
that it was promised, he was sure that it would strengthen the College’s hand against 
the Merchants [428, 462]. 

No doubt Wills was aware of this. Quite how the gift was prompted we cannot say, 
for Wills had not been active in support of UCB.*° He had played little part in public 
life, and had long been retired even from the family business. It is likely that his gift 
was prompted by his son George, who had been more involved with the College. 
There was already hope that the family coffers were only just opening.*! 

Percival let his thoughts run on to the choice of a Chancellor and Vice-Chancellor, 
though to little purpose since neither of his horses would come home [464].* He also 
suggested getting copies of the recent university charters, to guide Bristol in drafting 


” Wills’s letter announcing his gift has a distinct number in the archives as DM 400 (there being no other 
400s). 

%° Tt is significant that Percival had to ask for his address in order to send his thanks [461]. 

*! Travers told Ramsay that ‘they have not touched the real gold yet, as Lord Winterstoke has not yet 
shown his hand: ‘UBSC, DM 389, ch. III, p.27. The University would indeed harvest much more from the 
Wills family tree, though not from that particular branch; see table in Sanderson, Universities and British 
Industry, p. 73; the motivation is described ‘a most extraordinary case of family, even more than civic, 
pride detached from rational economic calculation’ (p. 72). 

*° Lloyd Morgan characteristically announced his candidacy for the Vice-Chancellorship by declining to 
bid for it [469]. The Senate duly nominated him [481]. 
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one of its own [482]. Haldane, with more immediate business in mind, warned that 
the charter could not simply be bought. The Privy Council, through whose agency a 
charter had to be sought, would want to see a significant subsidy from local taxation. 
This had been crucial for Liverpool and Sheffield, so Bristol’s corporation must 
make a similar commitment [463]. Machinery promptly swung into action, with 
George Wills taking charge of a new canvass of City Councillors and other local 
potentates [467]. On 6 February Fry formally notified the Lord Mayor of the Wills 
donation, asking for it to be recorded at the next City Council meeting, and hoping 
for a committee to consider a charge on the rates [470]. All this was duly done on 
the 11th to general satisfaction [477], though it backfired in one direction. The tram 
magnate Sir George White declined to contribute to the campaign, confident that it 
would be more than adequately funded from the rates and elsewhere [479]. 

Meanwhile the Secretary of Fry’s Committee had written to Percy King, coyly 
asking if, “now that circumstances are perhaps somewhat altered’, the Society would 
be prepared to talk to them again [471]. King feared that this was ‘the writing on 
the wall’ [472], and so it was. What it actually said was still not clear to him, and 
he wanted more details [473, 478]. So did the SMV’s former Master, W.W. Ward, 
who now became much involved in the affair. He looked at the constitution of 
London University, which offered precedents for constituent colleges with financial 
independence. The example of the City and Guilds College, supported by the livery 
companies, was especially relevant [480]. Wertheimer was better informed, and 
supplied numerous facts and figures from London and Manchester [441, 474-6]. 
One unusually cordial meeting with Fry’s Committee encouraged him to think that 
the MVTC would get the semi-autonomous status for which the Society was asking 
[487]. That was not in the mind of George Pope, when he drafted two uncompromising 
memoranda around the same time, advocating that negotiations should not resume 
until the Merchants had seen UCB’s draft of a charter [488-9]. 

UCB themselves did not yet have that; all that Fry could offer the Merchants 
was an outline of the constitution, sent on 24 February 1908 [485]. This prompted 
Ward to pen a notable memorial to the Master. He did not discuss Fry’s proposals in 
detail, merely observing that their effect would force the Society to ‘make a present 
of the site, buildings and equipment of the College as a going concern’. He was 
particularly incensed by Fry’s affecting to believe that the Society meant to close 
their secondary school (which Ward interpreted as a requirement that this be done). 
Ward maintained that the school was more useful to Bristol’s artisans than any of 
MVTC’s degree-standard work.* His most telling point conceded that the Society 
had outlived its original purpose, and so its continued existence had to be justified 
by high-profile public service. That profile would be much lowered if it surrendered 
a ‘concrete and tangible’ presence to become a mere benefactor to institution [491]. 
Ward’s claim that the Merchants had the interests of Bristol’s artisans more truly to 
heart than UCB would be a recurring theme*. To some extent this must have been 
to bait the Liberals by stealing their ground. It was not however pure rhetoric, and 
the strongest opposition to the University came from Labour leaders. Percival was 
baffled by this attitude (‘I can’t imagine why they are not heartily in favour’) [494]. 
The poor response to the evening classes he promoted might have suggested an 


*8 Pry later apologised for giving this impression [497]. 

* Thus Pope (2 Mar. 1909) writing fondly of ‘our especial clients the industrial classes, some of whose 
most influential local leaders are of opinion that the University will be of little, or no, use to them, but fully 
appreciate the benefit of our College and are prepared to support it’ [599]. 
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answer.** Despite his own peasant roots, he failed to appreciate the force of working- 
class conservatism.*° 

King duly informed Fry that his proposals for merger were wholly unacceptable to 
the Society [492]. In response Fry implicitly told the Merchants they had now missed 
their chance; when (not if) the University had been created, some relationship with 
MVTC might then be possible [493]. Lloyd Morgan, always more conciliatory, was 
still prepared to negotiate; he touched a key point by seeking a clearer definition of 
‘constituent college’. Federalism as in Wales was no longer a favoured option, but 
London still offered some models [495]. 

Fry forwarded his last exchange with King to the Council House, affecting to 
believe that the Merchants would not object [493]. In fact they were prompted to 
retaliate with their own selective leakage [508]. Fry’s eye must have been on the 
deliberations of the City Council’s University Committee, which duly recommended 
a charge on the rates, without as yet proposing a figure [496]. The Committee’s 
report was adopted by the full Council on 5 May, when the Director of Education, 
Dr E.H. Cook, rehearsed much familiar argument. The supporting speeches, though 
touching other issues, were predictably bland; Cook apart, the speakers evidently 
had little idea of what a university was, or what benefits it might bring them. None 
of this mattered, since the few dissidents were powerless to force a division [500-1]. 
Intensive lobbying the day before had brought in most of the Labour Councillors 
[499]. The resulting acclamation exceeded the expectation of Fry and his friends 
[502-3, 505]. Another great day was in prospect, for the King was coming to Bristol 
in July to open the new dock. H.O. Wills had originally hoped that he might bring the 
charter with him [460]; that was not a realistic prospect, but UCB sought a share in 
the formal welcome [506-7]. 

It was not yet time to celebrate. The City Council’s University Committee was 
dismayed when they saw the latest correspondence between Fry’s Committee and the 
Merchants. The Lord Mayor intervened directly in an attempt to resolve the evident 
cross-purposes [509]. On 4 June he chaired a meeting at the Council House, which 
at first seemed to clear the air. Fry let the Bishop of Bristol lead for his side, and kept 
the more outspoken Napier Abbot in check. The Merchants thought they had secured 
all their main objectives (ownership, financial autonomy, and representation), and 
regretted only that Fry’s people had been so hostile before. Animosities soon resumed 
when the Merchants found fault with the Bishop’s minutes and subsequent comments 
[512-13, 515-17, 521]. Pope, though feeling the Bishop’s proposals ‘impudent’, 
was giving some thought to the staffing of the projected Faculty of Technology 
[518]. Ward soon lost patience, accusing UCB of ‘false pretences’ and seeing no 
use in further discussion [519]. He was convinced that those ‘clever people’ meant 
to exclude the Society from any share in the University, and were pretending to 
negotiate only to satisfy the City Council. [523]. This was not altogether fanciful. 
Ward’s suspicion that UCB was stringing them along only until it secured the charter 
was the very strategy which Haldane and Percival had prescribed [426]. 

That day was now fast approaching, and the promoters’ attention turned to the 
constitutional requirements for creating a university. A ‘university college’ could 
be set up without any public or academic validation; the only official requirement 


*® Meller, Leisure, pp. 182-9. 

* Percival’s perplexity was shared by the patrician populist to whom he owed his mitre. ‘The masses 
do not appear to support the Liberal Party as we have a right to expect’: quoted L. McKinstry, Rosebery: 
Statesman in Turmoil (2005), p. 312. 
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was registration for business by the Board of Trade. The essential distinction of a 
university was the right to award degrees, and this was held to derive from royal 
prerogative. Medieval universities were entirely overseen by the church, and that 
jurisdiction was assumed by the English Crown at the Reformation. It was therefore 
necessary to petition the Crown for a charter establishing a new university. The 
Crown’s interest was represented by the Privy Council, on whose advice the charter 
would be validated by affixing the Great Seal. In practical terms the decision rested 
with the Privy Council’s Education Committee, and in what follows ‘Privy Council’ 
generally means this smaller body. The final drafting was done in the Privy Council 
Office, under the direction of Clerk of the Council. Parliament had only an ancillary 
role. The draft charter was laid before the two Houses for thirty days, during which 
time any peer or MP might table a motion advising the monarch to amend or reject it. 
An Act was then necessary to dissolve the existing foundation, to transfer its assets, 
and to permit the new university’s degrees in Medicine to count towards professional 
qualification. 

The UCB Council, having studied the precedents, drafted a charter which was 
formally approved by the Governors [524—5, 527, 529]. The accompanying petition 
was sealed on 26 June, and the two documents were then despatched to the Privy 
Council Office [530]. When Edward VII came to Bristol he promised that his Privy 
Council would give UCB’s petition its ‘careful and sympathetic consideration’, as 
indeed it did [532-3]. 

UCB had refused to allow the Merchants as co-petitioners (not that this had been 
requested) [526, 528]. A new area of dispute opened about accounting procedures 
[531, 535, 537]. The Society therefore decided to send a petition of its own, in the 
hope that whatever agreement might eventually be reached would be scheduled to 
the charter [534]. Their intention was duly notified to the Privy Council [535]. In 
the circumstances Abbot and Pope agreed that there was no point in continuing their 
bilateral discussions [538-9]. 

The University cause was backed up by formal petitions from the City Council 
[540-1], and a body of ‘Citizens’ (mostly members of the UCB Council and the 
University Committee) [545].On the same day as the latter, the Merchants despatched 
their own counter-petition. Its central point was that the University should not be a 
glorified version of UCB, but a federal body in which their own Technical College 
had a distinct status [546]. Pope told the Secretary of the City Education Committee 
that he regretted this move, and indeed that the whole question of a university for 
Bristol had ever been raised. He doubted if even a ‘duodecimo’ university could be 
filled from the neighbourhood, and saw no reason why anyone should want to come 
from further afield to study in Bristol [547]. Alderman Elkins agreed with this, and 
that the existing Technical College offered more for humble folk than UCB did, or 
a university would [548]. He might have found ammunition for that view in a letter 
written a few days later by Abbot to Arrowsmith, calling Bristol’s working men ‘the 
horny-handed darlings of the S.M.V.’ [549] 

The Society did detect some reservations in the City Council over its backing of 
UCB, and this they sought to exploit [551]. The College solicitors had to reassure 
the Town Clerk about civic representation on the planned University bodies [550, 
554]. Further pressure on the Corporation would be exerted by the Privy Council 
Committee, which wanted to know what precisely was to be assigned from the rates 
[564]. The UCB solicitors were also now in direct communication with the Society, 
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suggesting that an agreement might be scheduled to the Act rather than the charter 
itself [553, 555, 557, 563]. On 17 November the draft charter was laid on the tables 
of the Houses of Parliament [559]. 

The Society learned of this only from the local press, while hearing nothing about 
the reception of its own petition. On the other hand, it appeared that the University 
promoters had been in regular contact with the Privy Council Office, and had given 
a false impression of accepting almost all the Society’s demands. The Merchants 
also suspected that Bristol’s three Liberal MPs were plotting against them. Sensing 
that they were being ignored and outmanoeuvred, they demanded their own hearing 
before the Privy Council Committee. Their solicitors’ London agents saw possible 
grounds for legal action, and duly engaged Counsel [562, 566, 569, 571]. Pope also 
tried another tack by approaching a senior official of the newly constituted Board 
of Education, to whom he bluntly denounced the other side for ‘a gross piece of 
chicanery’ [568]. 

It was time to make a direct approach, and on 11 December Ward and Pope called 
first at the Privy Council and then the Education Office. Some of their anxieties were 
immediately found to be groundless: the petitions were not laid before Parliament,’ 
only the charter, and this did not become effective by the mere passage of thirty days. 
The visitors were amiably received by the Clerk of the Council, Sir Almeric FitzRoy, 
and were pleased to hear his disapproval of UCB’s leading solicitor. They were 
assured that the agreement would be scheduled to the charter itself. At the Education 
Office they were entertained with gossip about the devious ways of the Privy Council 
[572-3]. On returning home Pope sent FitzRoy a revision of certain clauses in the 
proposed agreement which FitzRoy had himself composed, giving the Society more 
control of the curriculum [574]. FitzRoy made a few minor adjustments of his own, 
and then returned the amended document, trusting that it afforded a ‘reasonable 
basis’ for agreement [576]. The Merchants’ confidence was now restored; they had 
been assured that the charter would not be issued without a scheduled agreement; the 
terms of that agreement had been adjusted to their satisfaction, and were underwritten 
by the Privy Council. The UCB solicitors appeared to be preparing to climb down 
[575,577]. On Christmas Eve, in an effusion of good will, Pope suggested that if the 
other side did not immediately capitulate, the agreement should be sent to the press 
to quash rumours that it was the Merchants who were delaying the charter [578]. 


Finals (1909) 


After the holidays UCB set about the process of dissolving itself in order to be reborn 
[581, 594]. A little light relief was provided by Arrowsmith’s request that the pen 
with which the King signed the charter might be presented to H.O. Wills. It had to be 
explained to him that documents of this kind did not bear the royal signature [591-2]. 

Yet all was not settled about the Engineering Faculty, and the University Committee 
wanted some further changes in the agreement with the Merchants [580, 582, 584]. 
Pope was furious, though for the moment persuaded that the Privy Council had no 
power over them. They had the Clerk’s word that that there would no charter without 
their agreement [585]. Fry conceded one small point on fees [586]. In other respect 
the supposed concord was fast unravelling again. [587]. The Board of Education was 


*” Being addressed to the King in Council. 
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becoming anxious about delay to the charter, which affected its own programme of 
work for Bristol [596, 600]. 

On 15 February FitzRoy sent a further draft agreement, which Pope saw as 
diluting the residual control which the Society thought it had secured. On this he 
would insist, even if meant wrecking the process altogether. He therefore asked for 
a further interview at the Privy Council Office [588-90]. While agreeing to this, 
FitzRoy’s temper snapped; he had ‘never had to deal with a body of gentlemen 
whose disposition was so fluctuating and mistrustful’. The Society’s authentic claims 
had been handsomely met, yet all they did was ‘to raise fresh points and extend 
[their] pretensions’ beyond the purposes of the agreement [597]. This explosion was 
not regretted as a momentary loss of civil service composure, for FitzRoy copied 
his letter to his opposite number at the Board of Education [600]. Pope’s reply was 
remarkably measured, even playful [598]. His real feelings about this ‘astounding 
and preposterous letter’ were saved for Percy King; a ‘crisis’ had now arrived, and 
the Society’s high command should consider how to address it [599]. 

Pope had been deluded in thinking that the Society was now in closer touch with 
Whitehall [587]. In fact the University Committee was well informed through its 
Parliamentary agents, and had a direct line to the Lord President of the Council, Lord 
Wolverhampton (a member of the Liberal Cabinet). Winterstoke and the Bishop of 
Bristol expressed their fury at the latest intervention by Pope, and begged the Privy 
Council to press ahead regardless [602, 606]. The Lord President’s most forceful 
correspondent was the Bishop of Hereford, who spat out his hatred of the “grasping 
Tory corporation’ and the ‘very grasping’ Principal of its Technical College [605]. 

When Pope and Ward saw FitzRoy again on 5 March it seemed more as if the 
Society had lost its grip, because they meekly accepted the previous arrangement 
with just a few minor adjustments [608-12]. There was still some contention over 
the division between Chemistry and Chemical Engineering, and the general merger 
of MVTC’s teaching staff with that of UCB’s Engineering Department [613-20, 625, 
627-8, 631, 633-5, 637-9, 641, 644, 648]. Wertheimer had previously called that 
latter ‘piratical’ [487], and had a particularly low view of Professor Ferrier and his 
research (if any) [628]. 

The University Committee was not seriously troubled by these residual skirmishes, 
knowing that victory was in sight. Even so there was a clock ticking over H.O. 
Wills’s pot of gold, which would vanish on 14 January 1910 if no charter had been 
granted. It was therefore essential to get the City Council’s contribution settled. To 
this end Arrowsmith asked Haldane to press FitzRoy to press the Town Clerk The 
City was duly told that, some £203,000 having now been raised from other sources, 
the grant of a charter now depended only on a specific allocation from the rates [621, 
626, 629, 636]. Wertheimer got wind of this from friendly Councillors, who told 
him that a penny in the pound was to be proposed [645-6]. This recommendation 
from the Corporation University Committee was duly accepted by the full Council 
on 20 April. The award was reckoned to produce £7000 per annum, of which £4000 
would be for general purposes and £3000 for scholarships and bursaries to assist 
students from Bristol. Not all ratepayers rejoiced, but on the floor of the Council 
House the only dissent came from the Labour leader William Whitefield [649- 
51]. Congratulations were received from Haldane and the Bristol MP Augustine 
Birrell, who as President of the Board of Education also had played a larger part 
than the documents show [655-6]. Pope and Ward were still prepared to man the 


Introduction lix 


last ditch [653-4, 665]. They were not called upon to do so. On 5 May the Society 
formally assented to the agreement, subsequently nominating its representatives on 
the Court and Council of University [657, 661].** In the end it had to settle for the 
role of benefactor rather than partner, as the provider of the Faculty of Engineering. 
Collegiality was a chimera because UCB was not itself going to be subordinate to 
an over-arching University but the University itself. The Society would be well 
represented in the University’s boards, but inevitably a minority. A parachute clause 
gave them the option to disengage should they object to changes which the majority 
later proposed.* 

On 17 May the news reached Bristol that the charter had been formally approved 
by the King in Council. Bells rang, flags flew, and doubtless much drink flowed. 
Amid the merrymaking Lloyd Morgan sent a kind message to Albert Fry’s widow, in 
appreciation of the pioneering efforts of UCB’s longest-serving Chairman [659]. The 
formalities were completed on 24 May when the Great Seal of England was affixed 
to Edward VII’s Letters Patent [660]. So it was on Empire Day that the University 
of Bristol come into being. H.O. Wills was named as Chancellor, with his kinsman 
Lord Winterstoke as one of the Pro-Chancellors (the others being Percival, Lewis 
Fry, and local MP Henry Hobhouse).” The charter also designated Lloyd Morgan 
as Vice-Chancellor, and H.O.’s son George Wills as Treasurer.”! It had been a 
remarkable achievement to reach this stage in little more than a quarter of a century 
since University College opened its rented doors in Park Row. The process might 
have been swifter still but for the complications noted above. Yet in that case, as 
its first Principal said of another establishment, UCB ‘would have had a much less 
interesting history’ [268]. 


8 Summary in Severn, Faculty of Engineering, pp. 311-13. 

* Once the battle was over, friendly and beneficial relations quickly developed between the University 
and the Society: McGrath, MVB, pp. 509-10. 

” Fry had urged Percival’s right to this ceremonial place ahead of his own [514]. Percival himself conceded 
that H.O. had bought the Chancellorship for the family, though he supposed that Lord Winterstoke 
would wear the gold cap [464]. Most of the other new universities of 1880-1909 chose peers as their 
first Chancellors: Victoria (Duke of Devonshire); Wales (Prince of Wales); Manchester (Earl Spencer); 
Liverpool (Earl of Derby); Leeds (Marquess of Ripon); Sheffield (Duke of Norfolk); only Birmingham 
had a commoner, though at least a Privy Councillor and so ‘Right Honourable’ (Joseph Chamberlain). 

°! For the general character of the charter and its influences see Carleton, University for Bristol, pp. 25-8. 


SECTION I: CONNECTING 


[1] September 1872 and April 1873. A scheme for higher education in 
provincial centres proposed by John Percival’ 


A letter to the Governing Bodies of the various colleges 
in the University of Oxford. 
Gentlemen, 

As a resident in a provincial city I venture to ask your consideration of the 
following remarks on the possibility of establishing some closer connection between 
the universities and the great towns of the country. 

No one who has ever been accustomed to a university atmosphere can live for any 
length of time in one of our provincial cities without being impressed with a sense 
of the loss that such a community suffers from having no centre of higher education 
within itself, and no immediate or special connection with the great universities — in 
other words, from having nothing of the character or associations of a university town, 
and lying, to great extent, outside the range of ideas represented by university life. To 
anyone so situated the question must continually occur, whether this divorce between 
the great gathering-places of commercial population and the higher intellectual life is 
indeed necessary and inevitable, or whether it is not in the power of the universities 
to put an end to it. 

Nor is this a matter in which the towns only are concerned. It is scarcely possibly 
for anyone interested in the universities themselves to live in a great city without 
feeling that, if they are to make good the national title which may be said to have 
been claimed for them afresh by recent legislation, and to maintain a really national 
position amidst all the new conditions of commercial life, it is time to consider 
how their influence is to penetrate into the great provincial cities. This claim to be 
universities of the whole nation, which none of us would desire to see abandoned, must 
be considered as less completely established than it might be, so long as Oxford and 
Cambridge continue to be, as they are at present, little more than geographical names 
to so many of the most influential workers and residents in our chief commercial and 
manufacturing communities. 

The object that I have had in view in laying these remarks before you is to ask you 
to take into consideration the possibility of devising some remedy for this separation 
between the life of the provincial cities and our university culture. Any reform which 
might succeed in this would not only be the means of raising the general life of the 


' Head Master of Clifton 1862-77; President of Trinity College, Oxford 1878-87; Canon of Bristol 
1882-7; Head Master of Rugby 1887-95; President of UCB 1893-1909; Bishop of Hereford 1895-1917: 
W. Temple [godson], Life of Bishop Percival (1921); R.J. Potter, Headmaster: The Life of John Percival, 
Radical Autocrat (1998), esp. pp. 135-41; ODNB. 
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commercial classes to a higher level of cultivation and taste, but would, at the same 
time, open a comparatively new sphere of usefulness to the universities themselves, 
and give them a fresh hold upon the mind of the nation. 

And the present time would seem to be peculiarly suited for the consideration 
of this question, as the inquiries of the Commission now sitting may naturally be 
expected to lead eventually to some new form of university work;? and, if so, it 
cannot be too soon to discuss the form which that work might be made to take with 
most advantage to the universities and the country. I am, of course, aware that this 
is in no sense a new question. For many years it is known to have been a subject of 
consideration among the residents of both universities, how to bring the great towns 
into closer connection with their work, and it will be remembered that, so long ago as 
the time of the Durham University Commission, the present Master of Balliol spoke 
on the subject in his evidence before that Commission.’ 

But now, for the first time, in view of the report of the present commission, 
the question may be said to assume practical importance. Fresh legislation on the 
subject of the universities cannot be long deferred, and, therefore, I would ask those 
residents, who desire to see university influence brought to bear upon the provincial 
towns, to consider how it may be done most effectively ... The reception which the 
town of Newcastle lately gave to the Dean of Durham’s proposal may be taken as 
sufficient assurance that, if any similar offers were made from Oxford or Cambridge, 
there would be no backwardness on the part of the towns in fulfilling their share of 
the conditions.* 

It may possibly be alleged in some quarters that the great towns are sufficiently 
wealthy to do this work unaided, by means of their own resources; which is no 
doubt in a certain sense true, and it is by no means unlikely that in the course of 
time it will be done after a fashion by the most enterprising towns, whether the 
universities share in it or not; but it can hardly fail to occur to all who are connected 
with the universities that such a mode of action would inevitably narrow the field 
of influence which is as yet open to them, and to that extent distract from their 
national position. 

Also it must be sufficiently obvious that independent provincial colleges, having 
no direct connection with the old seats of learning, however admirable they may be 
in many respects, cannot entirely supply the real want of the present time. 

In fact such institutions cannot be said even to meet it in the best way, as they 

are apt to prove at once too provincial in their character, and too technical or 
professional. 
If founded under local influences they are certain to have almost exclusive 
reference to the practical wants of the neighbourhood, and will consequently 
attract only special classes of students, and produce little or no effect in the way 
of liberal culture. Thus they will be found to lack the one element which specially 
distinguishes a university, and which is above all things required in our wealthy 
trading communities. 


> A commission chaired the Duke of Cleveland, set up by Gladstone in 1872 to investigate the finances of 
Oxford and Cambridge, and reporting in the following year. Its chief recommendation was implemented 
by Disraeli’s government in 1877 with a statute which appropriated college funds to support centralised 
teaching: Vernon, Universities and the State, pp. 31-3; Brockliss, Oxford, pp. 363-4. 

> For the Durham commission of 1863 see Andrews, Universities in the Age of Reform, pp. 219-52. 

* Dean Lake (‘irascible and masterful’) had persuaded Durham University to suppress fellowships in 
support of a Science College at Newcastle: Bettenson, Univ. of Newcastle, pp. 21-2. 
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On this account I feel that it would be nothing short of a misfortune if the older 
universities should, from any cause, miss the opportunity which seems now to be 
offered of establishing their influence in town life, as strongly as they have in times 
past established it in that of the country; and I have long entertained the hope that 
the Universities of Oxford and Cambridge, through their colleges, may be led to 
take the matter in hand by offering — under certain conditions — to plant in the chief 
provincial towns branches or faculties, consisting of various professorships, which 
shall be looked upon as integral parts of the parent university; and, in order to get out 
of the region of vague generalities, I would suggest the following outline of a scheme 
as indicating the kind of action which, as I believe, ought to form a part of the next 
university reform, whether we look to the interests of the country at large or to those 
of the universities themselves. 

[After a further paragraph of vague generalities] The outlines of the proposal may 
be stated as follows: 

1. That each of the wealthier colleges should convert two or more of its non- 
resident fellowships into professorships, to be held in some great town, such as 
Birmingham, Bristol, Leeds, Liverpool, &c., provided that the town be willing to 
comply with the conditions on which they are offered. 

2. That the appointment of each professor be for a term of ten or twelve years. The 
professor to be eligible for re-election at the end of the time, should it be determined 
to continue the professorship. 

3. That the town be required to supply suitable buildings for the work of the 
professor established there, and also to provide for each professor a fixed salary of 
not less than £200 a year, in addition to the sum received by him from the college, 
and independent of all fees derived from students attending his classes. 

4. That all fees be paid into a common fund, but that every professor receive out 
of this fund a capitation grant on all students attending his lectures, in addition to the 
payments mentioned in the last section. 

5. That the provision required from the town be guaranteed in the first instance 
for each single appointment, but not necessarily for a longer period; so that, if, at 
the expiration of the ten or twelve years agreed upon, any town should be unable 
or unwilling to renew its contribution, the professorship or batch of professorships 
might be transferred elsewhere. 

6. That, as a rule, professorships should not be offered to a town singly, but in such 
number and variety as to afford something like an adequate university curriculum. 

7. That every professor should be required to reside, during his tenure of office, in 
the town to which it was attached, not less than six months every year, and to give, 
during that time, such lectures and other instruction as might be set forth in the terms 
of his appointment. 

8. That, in the event of a superannuation fund, or system of retiring pensions, 
being established for the benefit of those engaged as residents in the work of the 
universities, these local professors should also be included in its provisions. 

9. That all students possessing certificates of having attended the required course 
of instruction under such professors, and able to pass the ordinary university 
examinations, should be entitled to a university degree. The degree of B.A. might 
thus be thrown open to all such students on condition of passing the examinations 
required of residents, the higher degrees being reserved for those who had completed 
the usual term of residence within the walls of the university, or who had, in lieu 
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of such residence and the additional instruction and study implied by it, passed 
such additional examinations or obtained such distinctions in honours as might be 
prescribed. 

[...] 

What I desire especially to urge, as a resident in one of the great towns, is that a 
scheme of this nature could be brought into operation without much difficulty by 
means of resources which are ready to hand, and that it would be more effective 
in extending the influence and work of the universities than any which I have seen 
proposed. 

[...] 

The local contribution required in each case is one which there ought to be no 
great difficulty in raising, at least in the five or six largest or most enterprising towns 
to which the extension would probably be confined at the outset. On this point 
the example of Newcastle may serve in some degree to encourage even the least 
sanguine. 

In some of the towns there must also be considerable funds in the hands of 
corporate bodies or trustees, which might fairly be expended on such parts of the 
teaching as would have a direct bearing on the practical work of the neighbourhood. 

[...] 

The wants and circumstances of a city community would seem to suggest two 
main branches of work for such a body of university teachers. 

Their first business would naturally be to give systematic instruction, in 
accordance with the curriculum fixed by the university, to young men who, having 
left school at the age of sixteen or upwards, were entering upon commercial, 
manufacturing, or professional life, as also to any other persons sufficiently 
educated, and of not less than sixteen years of age, who might wish to attend their 
classes. Lectures to this class of students would from the circumstances of the 
case be given for the most part either early in the morning or in the evening, as 
it is presumed that, with the exception perhaps of such as might be attending the 
scientific classes for the purposes of their professional or technical training, the 
majority of students would consist of those who were devoting part of their time to 
some work in the city or neighbourhood. 

Thus time and opportunity would remain to the professors for the discharge of a 
second important function in the higher education of women. The growing demand 
on behalf of girls and young women that they should be allowed some share in the 
facilities for acquiring a good education, which have been hitherto monopolized by 
their brothers, is one which it is no longer possible to ignore or set aside, and it is by 
no means the least recommendation of such a scheme as this, nor its least important 
feature, that it brings the essentials of a university education within reach of an 
indefinite number of young women, who must otherwise remain utterly debarred 
from its advantages. 

[...] 

With these remarks I beg to commend this proposal to your consideration. It would 
be to me a matter of great surprise if such a scheme, fairly established and worked 
with ordinary care and energy, did not contribute more largely than any university 
reform of our time towards spreading among the upper and middle classes of our 
commercial population all those higher influences for the sake of which universities 
exist. 
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[...] 

I feel confident that the mass of the people in the great towns would welcome 
with gratitude any prospect of a closer connection with the old homes of learning. 
I trust therefore that you may shortly see your way towards helping forward this 
connection, either by means of some such scheme as I have indicated above, or 
by such other means as you may consider likely to prove more efficient for the 
purpose. 

Clifton College, Sept. 1872. J. Percival. 


During the six months that have elapsed since the above pages were written 
there have not been wanting signs that the question of university reorganisation and 
extension will soon demand a good deal of public attention. On the one side those 
whose special desire it is to make our universities more distinctly and primarily 
places of mature study and original research, the homes, above all things, of a learned 
class, have endeavoured to gain the ear of the public in regard to the future use of 
endowments by means of a meeting held at the Freemasons’ Tavern in November last 
[details of which are quoted]. 

At Cambridge there have been, for a considerable time past, signs of movement 
of a very different sort. During the past winter in particular, that university 
has, with its usual practical directness, been engaged in negotiations with the 
representatives of various great towns that have preferred requests for lectures 
and examinations. 

In all this I hope we are only looking upon the preliminary experiments which 
are to issue, not in a few courses of lectures to working men and others, or in some 
larger growth of local examinations of an elementary character, but in an extension 
of the real work of the universities, in their own proper sphere. As a citizen of a 
provincial city, I am most anxious that the universities should come down and 
expend upon us some portion of their resources. At the same time I trust we shall 
be told at the outset, and in the most unequivocal and emphatic terms, what does 
not seem to be clearly comprehended in all quarters, that the energies and resources 
of the universities, whatever reforms or extensions may be carried out, should be 
directed exclusively to the maintenance of the highest learning, and the spread of 
the highest education; and that there is no intention to dissipate their energies in 
work of a subordinate character. 

April 1873. JP. 


[J. Percival, The Connection of the Universities and the Great Towns (1873), pp. 
5-11, 12-13, 14, 20-1, 23. Full text of original (1872) issue in Macqueen and Taylor, 
University & Community, pp. 219-28; full text with postscript on CD.] 
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[2] 7 February 1873. Bristol Medical School, Faculty minutes 


Monthly meeting. February 7, 1873. 

Members present. Present Dr Swayne (in the chair), Messrs Atchley,’ Dobson,’ 
Tibbits,* Coe,’ Leipner,'° Board,'! Coomber, * Drs Fox,'* Martyn,'* Burder.’* 

[After other business] The proposed new School. Alternative scheme of a College 
of Science. With reference to the project for building a new School, after some further 
promises of local support had been mentioned, Mr Coomber introduced the outlines 
of an arrangement, according to which the Medical School, in place of proceeding 
further with an independent scheme, should seek the cooperation of the authorities of 
the Museum and Library in a joint effort to establish a College of Science, of which 
the Medical School should be one department. This suggestion was favourably 
received by the Faculty, and it was resolved that the Secretary should write to the 
Council of the Museum and Library proposing a conference on the subject between 
deputations from the two institutions. 


[UBSC, DM 506/60 (MS).] 
[3] 18 February 1873. Bristol Museum and Library, Council minutes 


Committee Room 
February 18. 1873. 
At a meeting of the Council held this day to approve draft annual report and receive 
financial statement for the past year &c. 
[After other business] A letter was read from Dr Burder, Secretary to the Bristol 
Medical School, proposing to the Council a conference on the subject of endeavouring 
to establish a College of Science for Bristol. 


> Joseph Griffths Swayne, BMS Lecturer 1844-95; Obstetric Physician at Bristol General Hospital 1854— 
75, and author of Obstetric Aphorisms (1863): SMB, pp. 20,35; Munro Smith, BRI, p. 455 and passim. 

° George Frederick Atchley, BMS Lecturer 1869-92; Surgeon at the General Hospital: SMB, pp. 20,21, 39. 
7 Neil Congreve Dobson, BMS Lecturer 1872-93, then Professor at UCB; President of the Clifton 
Shakespeare Society: SMB, p. 20; BMCJ, 36 (1919), pp. 177-82; Whitfield, Victorian Doctors, pp. 157— 
63. 

* Richard William Tibbits, FRCS; Surgeon at the Royal Infirmary and BMS Lecturer from 1868 until his 
death in 1878: Munro Smith, BRI, pp. 347, 360-1; fig. 69; SMB, pp. 20,41. 

° Robert William Coe, FRCS; Surgeon at the General Hospital; BMS Lecturer 1864-78: SMB, pp. 20, 21; 
BMCTJ, 28 (1910), pp. 280-3. 

'© Adolph Leipner, Saxon by birth and Bristolian by adoption; on Percival’s staff at Clifton 1862-9; BMS 
Lecturer 1864-92; at UCB from the start, promoted to chair of Botany 1886; founder of the Botanic 
Garden: SMB, pp. 22,41; CCR, p. xlix; Worthies, ii, pp. 54-5; Delany & Winn, Botanic Gardens, pp. 5-6. 
'' Edmund Comer Board, Surgeon at the Royal Infirmary 1871-92; BMS Lecturer 1872-6: SMB, pp. 20, 
41; Munro Smith, BRI, p. 485 and passim; BMCJ, 41 (1924), pp. 157-8. 

'? Thomas Coomber, BMS Lecturer 1868-80; first Headmaster of the Trade and Mining School (becoming 
the Merchant Venturers’ School) from 1865 until his dismissal in 1890: SMB, p. 22; Munro Smith, BRI, p. 
382; BMCJ, 19 (1901), p. 173; McGrath, MVB, p. 378. 

'S Edward Long Fox jnr, Jowett’s pupil at Balliol; Physician at the Royal Infirmary 1857-77; first 
Physician to Clifton College 1862— 82; BMS Lecturer 1869-74: SMB, p. 20; Munro Smith, BRI, pp. 
478-9 and passim, pl. 87; BMCYJ, 20 (1902), pp. 97-105; Munk’s Roll, iv, p. 182. 

'* Samuel Martyn, BMS Lecturer from 1854 until his death in 1876; latterly Senior Physician at the 
General Hospital: SMB, pp. 20,21; Munk’s Roll, iv, p.184. 

'S George Foster Burder, Physician at the General Hospital 1856-83; BMS Lecturer 1865-79, and Hon. 
Secretary to the Faculty until 1878: SMB, p. 21; BMCJ, 19 (1892), pp. 67-8; Munk’s Roll, iv, p. 230. 
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Resolved that Messrs William Sanders,'° Lewis Fry,’ John Beddoe M.D.,'* Henry 
Edward Fripp M.D.’ and Samuel Henry Swayne” be deputed to confer with a 
deputation from the Medical School to consider the subject referred to in Dr Burder’s 
letter and to report to the Council. 


[BRO, 32079(15), p. 58 (MS).] 
[4] 21 February 1873. Bristol Medical School, Faculty minutes 


Special Meeting. February 21, 1873. 

Members Present. Present Dr Swayne (in the chair), Messrs Atchley, Keall,”! 
Tibbits, Leipner, Coomber, Coe, and the Secretary. 

[After other business] Proposed conference with Council of Museum and Library 
on a College of Science. Deputation appointed. The Secretary reported that he had 
written as desired [2] to the Council of the Museum and Library with reference to 
the establishment of a College of Science, and had received in reply a letter from Mr 
Lewis Fry, one of the Honorary Secretaries, stating that the Council had appointed 
five gentlemen as a deputation to meet a deputation from the Medical School [3], 
and suggesting Monday next the 24th of February at 3 p.m. for a conference at the 
Library. The present meeting had been summoned for the purpose of electing a 
deputation. 

The following were appointed, namely, Dr Swayne, Mr Coe, Mr Coomber, Mr 
Tibbits and the Secretary, and it was agreed to meet at the time and place proposed 
by Mr Fry. 


[UBSC, DM 506/60 (MS).] 
[5] 7 March 1873. Bristol Medical School, Faculty minutes 


Monthly meeting, March 7. 1873. 

[After other business] The joint committee on a College of Science. The Secretary 
reported that the deputation appointed at the last meeting [4] had met the deputation 
from the Council of the Museum and Library, that the latter had entertained 
favourably the idea of joint action with reference to a College of Science, and that 


'© Geologist and cartographer; Hon. Curator of the Bristol Philosophical and Literary Institution from 
1856, superintending its merger with the Library Society in 1871; also founding President of the Bristol 
Naturalists’ Society: ODNB. 

7 City Councillor from 1866; first Chairman of the School Board 1871; Liberal then Liberal Unionist MP 
for Bristol constituencies between 1878 and 1900; Privy Councillor 1901; succeeded his brother Albert as 
Chairman of UCB Council 1903, superintending the campaign for the University charter: Worthies, i, p. 
101; Neale, Port, i, pp. 90-1; Meller, Leisure, p. 92. 

'S Physician at the Royal Infirmary 1862-73 and BMS Lecturer 1868-9, though better known as an 
anthropologist: his Memories of Eighty Years (1910); Munro Smith, BRI, p. 484 and passim; SMB, p. 21; 
BMCYJ, 29 (1911), pp. 284-6; Worthies, ii, pp. 156-7; Whitfield, Victorian Doctors, pp. 36-43; ODNB. 

'° BMS Lecturer 1857-69; his mere LRCP and Bavarian doctorate were insufficient for appointment to 
the Royal Infirmary; succeeded Sanders as President of the Naturalists’ Society: SMB, pp. 21, 34; Munro 
Smith, BRI, p. 448. 

?° Younger brother of J.G. [2]; General Practitioner; BMS Lecturer 1849-51: SMB, pp. 20, 36; BMCJ, 18 
(1900), p. 390. 

*! William Powell Keall, BMS Lecturer 1872-89; Surgeon and Opthalmic Surgeon at the General 
Hospital: SMB, pp. 20, 21, 42; BMJ, no. 1474 (30 Mar. 1889), p. 747. 
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the conference had been adjourned to the 11th of March, when Mr Coomber was 
requested to present a definite scheme for consideration. 

Mr Coomber’s scheme. Mr Coomber then read a paper which he had prepared on 
the subject, and which he proposed to submit to the joint committee. After discussion, 
aresolution was unanimously adopted expressing adhesion to Mr Coomber’s scheme 
of a College of Science, of which the Medical School should be one Faculty. 


[UBSC, DM 506/60 (MS).] 
[6] 20 March 1873. Bristol Museum and Library, Council minutes 
Committee Room 
March 20 1873. 


At a special meeting of the Council held this day to receive report of deputation. 
Present: The Very Revd the Dean of Bristol, Vice-President, in the chair.” 


Revd John Percivall [sic] Joseph Fry” 

Revd William James Samuel S. Wayte™* 
Richard B. Ruddock” S. Henry Swayne, and 
Samuel Worsley” Henry E. Fripp M.D. 


[Signed] W. Sanders 

Mr William Sanders reported that the deputation appointed by the Council on 
February 18 had twice met a deputation from the Medical School with some other 
gentlemen and that a resolution had been passed on March 11 to the following effect: 

“That it is desirable that a Technical School of Science be established in Bristol 
and order to carry out this object a committee be formed in order if possible to 
procure a practical public expression of opinion on the subject and that the Council 
of the Museum and Library and the Faculty of the Medical School be each requested 
to nominate gentlemen to represent them respectively upon such committee without 
pledging their institutions to any course in the matter.’ 

Resolved that the gentlemen appointed by this Council on February 18 as a 
deputation with the addition of the following members of the Council: 

Rev. William James, Revd John Percivall [sic] M.A., Mr William H. Budgett,’’ 
Revd Nicholas Pocock M.A. and Mr Joseph Fry be appointed to represent the 
Council on the committee referred to in the above resolution. 


» Gilbert Elliot, Dean 1850-91; the preferment was owed to his kinsman Lord John Russell, whose 
Liberal politics and low churchmanship he shared: J. Bettey, ‘Contrasting clerics in nineteenth-century 
Bristol: Dean Gilbert Elliot and Canon John Pilkington Norris’, in Historic Churches and Church Life in 
Bristol, ed. Bettey (Bristol, 2001), pp. 196-213. 

° Joseph Storrs Fry (II), head of the Quaker chocolate-making firm; brother of Sir Edward, Albert and 
Lewis: Worthies, i, pp. 98-100; Meller, Leisure, pp. 91-2; ODNB. 

* Attorney, of Marlborough Villas, Richmond Hill; briefly a City Councillor in the 1830s: Directory 
(1876), p. 242; Bush, BMG, p. 244. 

* Surgeon, of Richmond Hill: Directory (1873), p. 222; Munro Smith, BRI, p. 446. 

6 Of Amno’s Villas, Lower Harley Place: Directory (1876), p. 282. 

77 Director of the family grocery chain; a keen microscopist and sometime member of the Museum 
Council; his son John Samuel studied at UCB before going on Cambridge and a brief but notable career as 
an embryologist (Budgett’s frog, the genus lepidobatrachus asper / ~ laevis, was identified by and named 
after him): The Work of John Samuel Budgett, Balfour Student in the University of Cambridge [son], ed. 
J.G. Kerr (Cambridge, 1907); CCR, p. 115. 

°8 Freelance church historian; his substantial library and manuscript notes were given to the University 
by his son. 
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[Signed] Confirmed Wm Sanders, Chairman. 
[BRO, 32079(15), p. 63 (MS).] 
[7] 21 March 1873. Bristol Medical School, Faculty minutes 


Special Meeting. March 21, 1873. 

Members present. Present Dr Martyn (in the chair), Messrs Coomber, Dobson, 
Atchley, Tibbits, Leipner, Drs Spencer,”’ Burder. 

[After other business] The proposed College of Science. Delegates appointed 
to serve on committee. The Secretary reported that the adjourned meeting of the 
deputations from the Council of the Museum and Library and from the Medical 
School had taken place, several other gentlemen being present by invitation. At this 
meeting a resolution was passed, expressing the desirableness of the establishment 
of a College of Science, and requesting that the Council of the Museum and Library 
and the Faculty of the Medical School would each appoint delegates to serve on a 
committee to be formed for the prosecution of the scheme [6]. It was in consequence 
of this request that the present meeting had been summoned. 

On the motion of Mr Leipner, seconded by Mr Dobson, it was resolved unanimously 
that the same gentlemen who had been appointed to confer with the deputation from 
the Museum and Library, namely, Dr Swayne, Mr Coe, Mr Coomber, Mr Tibbits and 
the Secretary, be asked to represent the Medical School on the proposed committee. 


[UBSC, DM 506/60 (MS).] 
[8] 3 October 1873. Bristol Medical School, Faculty minutes 


Monthly Meeting. October 3, 1873. 
[After other business] The College of Science. Mr Tibbits called attention to the 
question of the College of Science, which seemed to have been in abeyance of late. 
It was understood, however, that the meetings of the committee, which had been 
suspended for some months, would shortly be resumed. 


[UBSC, DM 506/60 (MS).] 
[9] 11 October 1873. Resolution by the Master and Fellows of Balliol 


Resolved: I. That the College take measures either alone or in conjunction with other 
colleges towards the establishment of lectures in one of the large towns. II. That the 
College are willing to devote £200 a year to this object to meet other contributions, 
for three years, or for ten years if the proposal be found successful. III. That a 
committee be appointed to negotiate with other colleges and to obtain the cooperation 
of some town and generally to carry out this proposal. 


[BCA, College Meeting Minutes 1794-1875, ff. 262v-263 (MS).] 


*» William Henry Spencer, BMS Lecturer 1872-88; Physician at the Royal Infirmary 1873-99: SMB, 
pp. 20, 21; Munro Smith, BRI, p. 484 and passim; BMCJ, 28 (1910), pp. 276-80; Whitfield, Victorian 
Doctors, pp. 58-63. 

*° Tn fact the annual award would be [12]. 
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[10] 6 March 1874. Bristol Medical School, Faculty minutes 


Monthly meeting. March 6, 1874. 

[After other business] The proposed College of Science. With reference to the proposed 
College of Science, Mr Coe having called attention to the fact that negotiations were 
in progress between the committee here and certain college authorities at Oxford 
with a view to joint action in the matter, and that in order to secure the cooperation of 
Oxford it was necessary that a preliminary guarantee of local support should be given, 
it was moved by Mr Atchley, seconded by Mr Board, and resolved unanimously, that 
the representatives of this Faculty on the committee be authorised, at their discretion, 
to guarantee on behalf of the Faculty a contribution of £100 a year for three years 


[UBSC, DM 506/60 (MS).] 
[11] 15 March 1874. Benjamin Jowett, Master of Balliol, to Percival (extract) *! 


The Bristol College scheme has been well received at New College, but not at Merton, 
and I must try and find some other college to join. Failing that we must go on alone. 
There is a great jealousy about taking the College funds out of Oxford, and many 
persons are greatly provoked with us for offering. However I hope that we shall 
proceed. I think that the University, moved by King’s College, will probably grant 
to students at such colleges the privileges of counting two years’ residence for one 
at Oxford. The Bristol University College should be the beginning of a movement 
which we must not allow to let drop. 


[Temple, Percival, p. 263 (extract as printed). ] 
[12] March 1874. New College, Oxford, Committee report 


Private.] 
New College, 
March, 1874. 
Report of the committee on the “Scheme for establishing some 
Professorships at Bristol’. 
The committee have agreed to the following resolutions: 

1. That the principle of establishing local university teaching in some of the 
largest towns, in connection with Oxford and Cambridge, deserves the support of the 
universities and of the colleges. 

2. That Bristol is preeminently a town where this principle may be properly 
applied. 

3. That the scheme which has been lately under consideration at Bristol, and which 
has met with a large amount of local support, appears to be one which the College, 
with the view of encouraging higher education, may rightly assist. 

The committee therefore recommend: 


3! Jowett was Master from 1870 until his death in 1893; Regius Professor of Greek from 1855; the most 
renowned figure in late Victorian Oxford: biographies by L.A. Tollemache (1895), E. Abbott and L. 
Campbell (1897), and G.C. Faber (1957). 
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That the College should apply in aid of the proposed college or institution at 
Bristol an annual sum of £300 a year for five years, from Michaelmas 1875, subject 
to the following conditions: 

a. The College to be represented on the governing body. 

b. The instruction given to be suitable for adults. 

c. The subjects of instruction to be literary as well as scientific. 

d. The instruction in scientfic subjects to be liberal as well as technical. 

e. Sufficient funds to be raised, by donations or subscriptions, in the town and 
neighbourhood of Bristol, to give the proposed college a good prospect of success. 

Note relating to the scheme referred to in resolution 3. 

The movement for establishing some university teaching at Bristol originated 
in a proposal to found a school of science in connexion with the ‘Bristol Museum 
and Library’ and the “Bristol Medical School’. A joint committee of representatives 
of the two institutions had recommended the formation of a technical school, with 
the view of meeting the wants of the various branches of industry in Bristol and 
the neighbouring districts. The school was to provide instruction, as funds became 
available, in Mathematics; Chemistry; Geology; Mineralogy; and other subjects 
connected with Mining; Mechanics and other subjects connected with Engineering; 
Commercial Law; Political Economy, and other subjects conneted with commerce; 
and also in Medicine. Teachers in this last subject were already at work in the existing 
Medical School. 

The committee had prepared a circular which described the institution as a 
technical school. At the same time it expressed their “conviction that a connexion 
ought, if possible, to be secured with one of the national universities’; and their “hope 
that they were preparing the way for a more comprehensive scheme, in which the 
technical school would form part of a local university body’. 

This circular was on the point of being issued at the end of last year, when the 
committee received an intimation that some colleges at Oxford might be willing to 
co-operate in providing local university teaching. This was after Balliol had resolved 
to devote for a time an annual sum of £300 to this object [9]. It was, therefore, 
determined to defer the issue of the circular and to reconsider the scheme with a view 
to its re-construction upon a more liberal and extensive basis. 

No detailed plan of re-construction has yet been formed, but the scheme now 
contemplates: 

(1) participation in the government of the institution by any colleges which may 
contribute to its funds; 

(2) instruction in literary as well as scientific subjects; 

(3) the appointment of resident teachers who shall give not only professorial 
lectures but also personal instruction to the students; 

(4) the appointment of persons, in addition to the permanent staff, to give special 
courses of lectures. 

It is intended that the instruction shall be made available for women, and shall be 
such as is suitable for adults; also, that the fees shall be kept as low as may be found 
practicable, so that the instruction may be brought within the reach of persons who 
cannot afford to incur the expenses of education at one of the universities. 

Provision is to be made in the first instance for teaching the Classical languages 
and literature, History and English literature, in addition to as many of the scientific 
subjects previously mentioned as the funds may permit. 
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It is expected that the literary side of the proposed institution will attract a 
considerable number of students on its own account, and that the Science students 
will be glad to give some portion of their time to literary subjects. On the other 
hand, it is deemed essential to give the scientific side full development, because it is 
thought that the merchants, coal owners, iron masters, and manufacturers of Bristol 
and its neighbourhood, upon whose support the proposed institution must mainly 
depend, will desire to confer some direct benefit upon commerce and industry. 

The buildings of the Bristol Museum and Library are very conveniently situated, 
and extensive additions can readily be made to them, partly on ground already 
belonging to the Museum, partly on adjacent land which can be procured without 
difficulty. A large part of the local subscriptions must of course be spent upon these 
additional buildings, the remainder being devoted to a sustentation fund. There would 
probably be no difficulty in obtaining the temporary use of public rooms suitable 
for lectures, so the only new buildings which would be necessary at the outset are 
scientific laboratories. 

Among the persons at Bristol who have been most active in promoting the scheme 
are: 
The Dean of Bristol. 

Mr Proctor Baker, late Mayor of Bristol.* 

Dr Beddoe, F.R.S. 

Mr EN. Budd, Fellow of Caius College, Cambridge. 

Dr Burder, Hon. Sec. of the Medical School. 

Mr W.L. Carpenter, son of the late President of the British Association.*4 

Mr Coomber, Master of the Trade School. 

Mr Lewis Fry, Chairman of the Bristol School Board. 

Mr Percival, Head Master of Clifton College. 

Mr W. Sanders, F.R.S. 

Mr Wm. Smith, Town Councillor of Bristol.*° 

Mr J.A. Symonds, late Fellow of Magdalen College.*° 

Mr W.K. Wait, M.P. for Gloucester.” 

Promises of large subscriptions have been obtained privately by some of these 
gentlemen, in order to afford the colleges some guarantee that Bristol will do its 
part; but it has been thought advisable to postpone making any general appeal to the 
public, until it is known whether assistance may be expected from Oxford. 


* William Proctor Baker, of Broomwell House, Brislington; corn merchant; prominent in the Society of 
Merchant Venturers (Master 1869-70) and in the development of its Technical College; Mayor 1871-2: 
Neale, Port, i, pp. 42-7; ii, pp. 218-19; Worthies, i, pp. 85-6; McGrath, MVB, p. 276 and passim. 

* Francis Nonus Budd, brother of William; barrister and amateur archaeologist; first Chairman of UCB 
Council 1876-82; a founding member of the Clifton College Council and its Chairman 1880-99: M. 
Dunhill, William Budd, Bristol’s Most Famous Physician (Bristol, 2006), p. 145; CCR, p. xv. 

* William Lant, son of William Benjamin Carpenter, FRS; himself a distinguished chemist; a major 
figure on the UCB Council. 

* Of Sundon House, Clifton Down; colonial broker; Sheriff 1876-7; declined the Mayoralty 1893; 
nicknamed ‘Garibaldi’ because of resemblance to the Italian hero: Worthies, ii, p. 101 (‘rather brusque and 
outspoken’); Neale, Port, i, pp. 159-60; Large, MGB, pp. 18-19. 

*6 John Addington Symonds jnr, of Clifton Hill House; poet, critic and historian; his Magdalen fellowship 
had ended awkwardly and he did not care to be credited with it: P. Grosskurth, John Addington Symonds: 
A Biography (1964), p. 159. 

37 William Killigrew Wait, of St Vincent’s Hall, Clifton Park; grain merchant; Mayor 1869-70; held 
Gloucester in the Conservative interest 1873-80: Worthies, ii, pp. 142-3; Neale, Port, i, pp. 181—2; Large, 
MGB, pp.7, 29. 
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The subscriptions which have been promised are to date from Michaelmas 1875, 
and it is hoped that operations may begin at Michaelmas in that year. 


[NCA 2233 (printed).] 
[13] 24 March 1874. New College Oxford, Standing General Meeting minutes 


[After other business] The recommendation of the committee on the ‘Scheme for 
establishing some professorships in Bristol’ were adopted, viz.: [(a) — (e) as in 12]. 

Resolved: That the committee be reappointed for the purpose of negotiating with 
the other parties interested and settling of the details of the plan with an instruction 
to let it be clearly understood that the proposed annual payment of the £300 must 
be dependent upon the legal power of the College to make such application of the 
College funds. 


[NCA 9639, p. 578 (MS).] [> 27] 
[14] 1 May 1874. Bristol Medical School, Faculty minutes 


Monthly Meeting. May 1. 1874. 

[After other business] The guarantee to the College of Science not needed. With 
reference to the preliminary guarantee to the College of Science resolved upon at 
the meeting of the Faculty on March 6 [10], the Secretary omitted to report that at 
a meeting of the committee held since, a list was read of guaranteed subscriptions, 
the total of which exceeded the sum required for securing the cooperation of the 
Oxford colleges. Under these circumstances it seemed unnecessary to communicate 
the resolution of the Faculty, which had therefore been allowed to drop. 


[UBSC, DM 506/60 (MS).] 
[15] 30 May 1874. Bristol Medical School, Faculty minutes 


Special Meeting: May 30, 1874. 

Members present. Present Dr Swayne (in the chair), Messrs Atchley, Dobson, 
Board, Coe, Coomber, Leipner, Dr Spencer, and the Secretary. 

[Minutes.] 

Proposed basis of arrangement with College of Science and Literature. The 
Secretary explained that the meeting had been called to consider certain resolutions 
which had been suggested as the basis of an arrangement between the Medical School 
and the proposed College of Science and Literature, their resolutions having been 
provisionally adopted at a conference between certain members of the Committee 
for the College of Science and certain other members who were also connected with 
the Medical School. 

The resolutions were as follows: 

1. That the Medical School be affiliated to the College of Science and 
Literature. 

2. That a sufficient share of the general funds be appropriated to the purpose of 
providing for the Medical School the necessary accommodation and apparatus. 
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3. That the government of the Medical School be vested, as heretofore, in a 
committee consisting of its own lecturing staff. 

4. That in matters of discipline the students of the Medical School [should be 
deleted] be subject to the authorities of the College, the Principal of which [should 
corrected to] shall alone have the power of expulsion. 

5. That the Medical School have the entire disposal of its own fees. 

6. That the Medical School have two representatives on the governing body of 
the College, two on the Executive Council, and one on the Educational Board, such 
representatives to be elected by the School from its own staff. 

These resolutions were unanimously agreed to by the Faculty. 


[UBSC, DM 506/60 (MS).] 
[16] [By 30 May 1874.] Circular issued by the Local Committee 


Proposed School of Science and Literature, 
for the West of England and South Wales, 
to be established with the co-operation of certain colleges in the University of Oxford. 


The object set forth in this circular is the establishment of a College for the study 
of Science, Languages, and Literature, with a view to providing for the special 
requirements of the West of England and South Wales. Its principal purpose will be 
to give advanced instruction to those who are anxious to continue their studies after 
the usual school age. Such an object must commend itself to all who are interested in 
the spread of liberal education, and the offer of help from two distinguished colleges 
at Oxford (Balliol College and New College) affords the opportunity for attaining it, 
which, if now neglected, cannot be expected to recur. 

It is generally admitted that the prosperity of British industry must in future 
greatly depend upon the proper scientific and technical training of those by whom 
the commerce and manufactures of the country will be carried on. At the same time 
there is a growing conviction that culture in all the subjects which form the staple of 
university teaching should be made more widely available. 

Opportunities for education of this sort have been already provided with more 
or less completeness in nearly all the other great centres of industry. For the 
neighbourhood of Newcastle, a School of Science has been established at the joint 
expense of the locality and the University of Durham.** The Midland districts, 
through the munificence of Sir Josiah Mason, will shortly have a similar school at 
Birmingham.’ At Glasgow also a large sum has already been subscribed for a like 
purpose. At Manchester, Owens College not only provides an excellent school of 
higher technical instruction for the industries of Lancashire, Cheshire, and the West 
Riding; but also supplies for the whole North West of England a thorough system of 
university teaching.” 

But the manufacturing and mining districts of Gloucestershire, Somersetshire, 
Devonshire, Cornwall, Monmouthshire, and South Wales are still far distant from 
any college in which the sciences applied to their various industries can be studied. 


* Tn 1871: Bettenson, Univ. of Newcastle, pp. 22-3. 

* Founded 1870; construction began in 1875, and Mason College was opened in 1880: Vincent and 
Hinton, Univ. of Birmingham, pp. 61-5. 

“ For Owens College from its foundation in 1851 to this point see Charlton, Manchester Univ., pp. 53-77. 
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The interests of this extensive and important part of the kingdom make it highly 
desirable that the establishment of such an institution should be no longer delayed; 
while the offer of co-operation from two colleges in one of the national universities 
furnishes a special reason for some immediate action. These colleges have resolved to 
contribute the weight of their influence and name, together with important pecuniary 
assistance, viz.: a subscription of £300 a year each for five years, for the furtherance 
of the proposed scheme, merely stipulating that the claims of liberal education of 
all kinds be duly considered, and that they themselves share in the management. 
The immediate advantages of such a relation to Oxford are obvious: to what more 
intimate connection the co-operation of these colleges may lead cannot at present be 
foreseen. 

The central position of Bristol makes this city the natural site for such a college; 
and there are other considerations which strongly recommend its selection. It has a 
museum which, for the purpose, is at least equal to anything of its kind in any other 
provincial city. The authorities of this museum, and of the Bristol library, which has 
lately been united with it, have expressed a willingness to associate the proposed 
college with their institution; thus providing many advantages which could not be 
secured for any other provincial school. 

Another local source of strength is the promised co-operation of the Bristol 
Medical School, the faculty of which having formed the design of erecting new 
buildings, are ready to unite in a joint undertaking. They will thus bring with them 
all the advantages of a long-established undertaking and self-sustaining school of 
high repute, with an additional museum of great value. 

It is also not to be forgotten that Bristol affords unusual facilities for the student 
of Applied Science, since examples of almost all the industries of South Wales and 
the West of England are to be found in the immediate neighbourhood. At the same 
time the circumstance of Bristol being within easy reach of Oxford will materially 
facilitate the practical working of the new institution in conjunction with the colleges 
of that university. 

The establishment at Bristol of a college which shall combine thorough technical 
training with general culture has therefore been projected. Instruction would be 
afforded in ancient and modern History, Languages, and Literature, in general 
Mathematics, in Law, and Political Economy, and in all such branches of Science 
as can be applied to Engineering, Mining and Metallurgy, manufactures, commerce, 
Medicine, and Pharmacy. 

It is to be distinctly understood that what is designed is not merely a system of 
lectures on the above-specified subjects, by that special regard would always be had 
to such teaching in class-rooms and laboratories as would ensure thoroughness in the 
work done. The instruction would therefore be mainly given by a staff of resident 
professors; but it is hoped that through the connection with Oxford it will be easy to 
obtain also the detached courses of lectures from gentlemen of the highest eminence 
in various branches of learning. 

Each of the departments would receive its own appropriate organization, though 
much of the teaching would be common to all or several of the branches. It would 
probably be found advisable to divide the students into two orders, the matriculated 
and non-matriculated. The former would be expected to pass through certain 
prescribed courses of study; and this class of students would, upon examination, 
receive certificates, for which, as may fairly be hoped, some practical recognition may 
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be obtained from the universities and the professions. The class of non-matriculated 
students would include all persons who might wish to avail themselves of any of the 
courses of instruction given in the college, subject to such regulations as the Council 
of Management might from time to time prescribe. 

In order to establish the proposed institution subscriptions will be required for 
providing suitable accommodation and appliances. It will also be necessary to form 
a Sustentation Fund for the purpose of meeting the expenses of the first few years, 
during which the receipts from students cannot be expected to meet the outlay. It 
is also obvious that a duly qualified staff of professors cannot be secured unless a 
sufficient income is guaranteed to them. 

For these several purposes it is estimated that a capital sum of £25,000, and an 
annual subscription of £3,000 secured for the first five years, will be requisite; amounts 
which may fairly be described as moderate when compared with the advantages to be 
attained; it is, however, proposed to commence operations when such proportion of 
these amounts has been guaranteed as may justify the expectation of success. 

The opportunity is now afforded to the West of England and South Wales, by 
subscribing these sums, to secure the establishment of a college such as has been 
described. An appeal is accordingly made both to those who are interested in the 
continued prosperity of the various branches of commerce and industry in the West 
of England and South Wales, and also to those who seek to extend facilities for 
liberal education through the country; and a confident hope is entertained that the 
response will at once secure the realization of the scheme. 

Signed for the Local Committee, 

Gilbert Elliot, Dean of Bristol, Chairman. 

W. Proctor Baker, 

Wm. Lant Carpenter, Honorary Secretaries. 
Lewis Fry, 

R. Shingleton Smith, Secretary." 


[UBSC, DM 651, Report of a Public Meeting, held at the Victoria Rooms, Clifton, 
Bristol, on the 11th of June, 1874, to promote the establishment of a College of 
Science and Literature for the West of England and South Wales (Bristol, 1874), pp. 
1-3 (printed). No original copy of the circular has been found, but ante quem dating 
is established by quotation in the Western Daily Press of 30 May.] 


[17] 11 June 1874. Speech by the Master of Balliol 


A College of Science and Literature for Bristol. Meeting at the Victoria Rooms. 
Yesterday afternoon a meeting for the purpose of establishing a College of Science 
and Literature in Bristol was held at the Victoria Rooms, the Mayor (Mr T. Barnes) 
occupying the chair. Amongst the speakers were Professor Williamson (the President 
of the British Association,)” Professor Jowett, (Master of Balliol College.) Mr E.A. 
Freeman*, the Bishop of Exeter, (Dr Temple,)“* Dr W.B. Carpenter (Registrar of the 


“" Physician at the Royal Infirmary from 1873 to 1905; BMS Lecturer 1874-95: Munro Smith, BRI, p. 
484 and passim; SMB, pp. 20, 21. 

® Alexander William Williamson, FRS. 

* Edward Augustus Freeman, Fellow of Trinity College, Oxford, and later Regius Professor of Modern 
History. 

“ Frederick Temple, former Headmaster of Rugby, and later Archbishop of Canterbury. 
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University of London,)* Dr Sewell (Warden of New College,) Mr S. Morley M.P., 
and Mr Hodgson, M.P.*° 

Professor Williamson proposed that in order to meet the requirements of the West 
of England and South Wales it is desirable to establish in Bristol a college which 
should provide for those who wish to pursue their studies beyond the ordinary school 
age, advanced instruction in the sciences applicable to the industries of the district, 
and in such other subjects as form the staple of a university education. 

Professor Jowett seconded the [resolution deleted] motion. He said that some 
Oxford friends had asked him two questions on the proposal to found the College 
at Bristol. The first was, why they chose Bristol to try the experiment of university 
extension, and the second was, what good they hoped to do by going there. If he could 
answer those two questions, as he hoped to do, he might be able to say something 
in support of the resolution. They came to Bristol for several reasons; first, because 
they found that an institution similar to that which they were desirous of supporting 
was already being brought into shape there; because they found that there was no 
college there already existing such as Owens College, at Manchester, as the college 
recently founded by Josiah Mason at Birmingham, or as that connected with the 
Durham University; because they found a library and museum; classes for artisans, 
a medical school, which instead of being in rivalry and hostility to one another, were 
only waiting to be united. (Hear, hear). The mining and engineering professions, and 
also the agricultural professions, seemed to be sensible of a want which they were 
desirous to supply. They thought to[o], that there was a great advantage in a college 
being placed in so ancient and interesting a city as Bristol, and in so fashionable a 
neighbourhood as that of Clifton. And there were other reasons, personal reasons, 
because they had public spirited men and disinterested friends there, such as the 
excellent Dean of Bristol, or Mr Percival, who in the course of twelve years, had 
raised a proprietary college to be on a level with the great public schools of the 
country, or the Chairman of the School Board, Mr Fry or Mr Caldicott,*’ or Mr 
Coomber, and other true friends of education, and they thought that an undertaking, 
which was supported by these gentlemen, was likely to be successful. One of the best 
of men, Dr Symonds, would have given it his cordial support.** Coming there as a 
stranger, might he venture to introduce himself as his friend? He wanted to say a word 
about the history and origin of this undertaking. They did not want Bristol people to 
suppose that they regarded this project as emanating from the universities. They 
were not the originators of it. It was in the air. It was anticipated by the Cambridge 
scheme of lectures and certificates which had been so successful at Nottingham and 
elsewhere. It was first mentioned recently in a pamphlet of Mr Percival’s about two 
years ago [1], and was, in short, commenced at Bristol. It was quite true that many 
persons, both in Oxford and Cambridge, had desired to extend the borders of the 


* William Benjamin Carpenter, FRS, physiologist; father of William Lant Carpenter: Willson, Univ. of 
London, p. 39 and passim. 

“© Samuel Morley and Kirkman David Hodgson, the two Liberal Members for Bristol. Morley promoted 
and funded adult education and university extension; Morley College in South London (originally the 
Morley Memorial College for Working Men and Women) was established in 1889 largely from his 
bequest: Worthies, ii, p. 65. Hodgson was an East India merchant and banker. 

“7 John William Caldicott, Headmaster of Bristol Grammar School 1860-83, presiding over the move to 
Tyndall’s Park: Hill, BGS, pp. 85-6 and passim; Robbins, Pride of Place, pp. 11-17 and passim. 

‘8 The physician John Addington Symonds, snr, who had died in 1871; Jowett and Percival were frequent 
guests at his elegant house: Worthies, i, pp. 70-2; A. Burnside, A Palladian Villa in Bristol: Clifton Hill 
House and the People who lived there (Bristol, 2009), p. 29. 
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university. They had felt that they were not doing enough for the large towns. As 
much as twenty years ago, in the old days, before the reform of the universities 
and the abolition of tests, a scheme somewhat similar to this was put forward by a 
distinguished person, the then Warden of New College.” What he wanted chiefly to 
say was that they could do but little to help them. They at Oxford desired to show 
their good will by a moderate contribution of money, and having spent all their lives 
in education, they hoped that their experience might be of some service to them. The 
greater part of the work must be done by themselves, by the gentlemen of Bristol, 
and South Wales, and the West of England. 

They would be misleading them, if they led them to suppose that they could do 
very much with regard to the second question, as to what they proposed to do. What 
was it that the promoters of the scheme at Bristol or at Oxford had in view? In 
one word, they wanted to found a local university. They wanted to bring together 
those scattered elements of which he spoke, to supply what was deficient in them, 
to connect them one with another, to breathe a new life into them. They wanted also 
to bring together different branches of study; they did not think it desirable that 
literature should be separate from science. Sciences were something like men, they 
required to be brought together. Persons, when they lived apart from one another, 
were apt to indulge in bad opinions of each other, but they were told that ‘everybody 
turned out to be a very good sort of person when you knew him’. Sciences were 
apt to look upon one another with an envious and jealous glance, until they became 
better acquainted. They then found how necessary they were to one another. They 
should live under one roof, that they might learn to be one family. The promoters 
of the scheme felt than an important part of education was very apt to be neglected 
by all of them, especially in large towns there seemed to be generally very slender 
provision made for it, and that was the education of after life. The words of the 
resolution applied, he supposed, to two classes of persons — first to regular students 
who could not afford a university education, who could carry on their studies living 
at home, but could not provide the £50 or £80 a year which was necessary for the 
university; and besides that, for another class which had at least equal demands upon 
their sympathies, those who could only carry on their studies while they were at the 
same time earning their livelihood. In any of their large towns there were thousands 
of such who had a taste for knowledge, who had a great zeal for improvement, but 
yet had not had the opportunity of education offered to them. Was it not almost like 
denying a man bread to deny him knowledge if he had the wish for it? They often 
spoke of the loss of the wealth of a country. Was there not something much worse 
than this — the loss of the intelligence of a country? They could not being this class 
to the universities, and therefore they must take the universities to them. The local 
university could not compete in some respects, with their older seats of learning in 
prestige, wealth, and the like; but he wished also to point out to them that there were 
certain advantages which the local university in the great towns must always have 
over Oxford and Cambridge. First of all, its students could live at home. Then again, 
it was placed in the centre of a great population, and as there were some studies 
which were best carried on in retirement, so there were other studies which would 
hardly succeed except in the great centres of industry. Take the case of medicine. 


*” Jowett was referring to a pamphlet by William Sewell, brother of the incumbent Warden (himself 
present): Suggestions for the Extension of the University submitted to the Rev. the Vice-Chancellor 
(Oxford, 1850); see Draper, University Extension, pp. 2-3. The reporting error is silently corrected in 
Abbott and Campbell, Jowett ii, p.59 & n. 1. 
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It would be impossible, in the old universities, to create a first rate medical school 
which should rival that of Edinburgh. Take, too, the study of physical sciences. They 
knew with what difficulty those sciences had been forced into schools and colleges, 
what comparatively slender progress they had made, notwithstanding all the efforts 
that liberal-minded persons had made to introduce them. There were two professions 
with which natural science was connected — the profession of medicine and the 
profession of engineering — and if it was to flourish, it would probably flourish much 
more by finding its way among them, than it could do by being forced, however 
desirable such efforts might be, into the old institutions of the country. 

He thought he had shown that the local universities did possess some advantages 
over the old universities. But, because it was local, it must not cease to be a 
university. It answered all the wants of a peculiar place, but it also tried to infuse 
into those wants a higher want. There seemed to him to be two things which should 
distinguish the university from a mere scientific institute. First of all, it was the seat 
of liberal education, and consequently it was the place of society. The distinction he 
would draw between liberal education and merely technical education was this: the 
one comprehended the other; it was the other with something added to it, carried 
on in a higher spirit; it was the one pursued not merely for the sake of getting on 
in the profession or making a man an engineer, or a doctor, but for the sake of 
the improvement of the mind. This was the secret of that great power which the 
universities exercised, that they had a social, and not merely an intellectual influence. 
One of the incidental advantages of a local university was that it provided in a great 
commercial city a body of intellectual men, and he thought that this was an advantage 
which they could scarcely overrate. Although as Dr Johnson told them, there were 
few ways in which men could be more innocently employed than in making money, 
yet some other elements were needed in society besides wealth, and this was what 
the university was intended to supply; he believed that the citizens of Bristol, as they 
were proud of being a cathedral town, would also be proud of being a university 
town. (Applause.) It was one of the advantages that a local university had over the 
old universities, that it was able to solve the problem of the education of women 
(applause) owing to that characteristic of it to which he had referred before — that the 
pupils for the most part lived at home. There were few persons who would wish to 
see ladies admitted as undergraduates to the old universities, and he was not one of 
those who thought that the education of women ought to be exactly moulded upon 
the same type as that of man. (Applause and laughter.) These were disputed points 
about which persons would have difference of opinions, but what he was going to 
say was that those of them who did not share these advanced opinions with respect 
to female education were the more bound to promote its real improvement, and he 
did not think any of them could make any objection, to women attending the same 
lectures, having the same teachers, or receiving certificates, as they already did, both 
at Cambridge and Oxford. 

Might he express a hope, or make a prediction, that the example of Bristol would 
be followed by other large towns (hear, hear) and that all their English cities that 
had a 100,000 or 200,000 inhabitants might in a few years boast of local universities 
to spread the light of knowledge and education among them? At the same time he 
would warn them that they must not expect at once great and striking results. Yet, 
perhaps if this institution continued and thrived, as they hoped it would, among the 
students of the next fifty years there would be some one or two owing their education 
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to it who like Watt or Faraday or George Stephenson, might add something real to 
knowledge, to science, and to mankind. (Applause.) 


[Western Daily Press, 12 June 1874. 
[18] 19 June 1874. Bristol Medical School, Faculty minutes. 


Special Meeting. June 19, 1874. 

Members present. Present Dr Swayne (in the chair), Messrs Atchley, Board, 
Dobson, Tibbits, Coe, Leipner, Coomber, Drs Martyn, Spencer, Burder. 

Minutes. The minutes of the meeting of May 30 [15] were read and confirmed. 

The proposed basis of arrangement with the College of Science and Literature. 
The Secretary reported that the resolutions adopted at the last meeting as the basis 
of an arrangement with the proposed College had been considered at a meeting 
of the sub-committee for organising the institution and had been agreed to with 
the exception of one relating to the representation of the Medical School on the 
governing boards of the College. With reference to this, an objection having been 
raised by a representative of the Oxford Colleges to the small share assigned to 
Oxford in the Executive Council, the question of the constitution of this Council was 
re-opened, and ultimately, the <total> number of members being reduced, it was not 
thought practicable to allow more than one representative to the Medical School.*! 
The constitution of the other boards and the representation of the Medical School 
upon them was left undetermined. 

Contribution of £1000 to the proposed College. The Secretary having explained the 
purpose for which the present meeting had been summoned, it was, after discussion, 
resolved unanimously that the sum of £1000 be contributed from the common funds 
of the School towards the fund about to be raised for the establishment of a College 
of Science and Literature in Bristol, and that this sum be paid as soon as the finances 
of the School permit, the distribution of fees to the lecturers being in the mean time 
suspended. It was resolved however that this donation should be contingent upon two 
conditions, namely, first, that the resolutions agreed to at the last meeting, including 
the representation of the Medical School on the Executive Council of the College by 
two of its staff, should be carried out in their entirety, and, secondly, that buildings 
providing adequate accommodation for the Medical School should be erected 
without delay. 


[UBSC, DM 506/60 (MS).] 


© Jowett’s original notes for his speech are in BCA, Jowett Papers, I H25, ff. 65-7; Jowett Papers I D7 
is a MS copy of this press report. This and the copy of Jowett’s speech on 1 September 1875 [22] were 
sent by John Percival to Evelyn Abbott on 8 Nov. 1895, when Abbott was collecting material for Jowett’s 
biography. Percival wrote: ‘I’ve made one or two suggestions in pencil, and I think everything said is 
substantially correct with your text. I also send copies of Jowett’s two speeches, which I got from Editor 
of Daily Press. He himself revised the proof of the first if I remember right at my house, as he was staying 
with me at the time. The second I imagine was not revised. I hope you will give liberal extracts from these 
speeches. He made so few speeches that his friends will be interested and moreover there are parts in them 
worth preserving: BCA, Jowett Papers, I G16/4/60 (holograph). A substantial summary of the first speech 
was printed in Abbott and Campbell, Jowezt, ii, pp. 58-60; the second is merely mentioned. 

>! The proposed College’s own records do not survive before 1876, and the Medical School minutes 
supply valuable evidence on general aspects of the project. 
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[19] 26 June 1874. Society of Merchant Venturers, Standing Committee 
minutes 


[After other business] Proposed School of Science and Literature. A deputation of 
the promoters of the proposed School of Science and Literature in Bristol headed by 
the Dean of Bristol having waited on the Committee requesting assistance towards 
the promotion of their object, it was resolved to recommend to the Hall that a sum of 
£1000 be given provided the required capital of £25,000 be raised by the promoters 
apart from the annual contributions promised by the colleges at Oxford, and that the 
same be paid by three annual instalments and that notice thereof be given in the Hall 
summons. 


[BRO, SMV/2/1/1/25, p. 333 (MS).] [> 86; McGrath, MVB, p. 382.] 
[20] 3 July 1874. Bristol Medical School, Faculty minutes 


Monthly Meeting. July 3, 1874. 
[After other business] Proposed fusion of Med. School in College of Science & 
Literature. Mr Coe submitted the heads of an arrangement sketched out at a meeting 
of a section of the sub-committee of the College of Science and Literature, the 
arrangement being intended to provide for the complete incorporation of the Medical 
School with the proposed College. 

Resolution re fusion. After discussion it was resolved unanimously that the 
representatives of the Faculty on the sub-committee of the College of Science and 
Literature be required to furnish the Faculty with a clear statement of the details of 
the proposed scheme of incorporation with the said College; and whilst the Faculty 
are perfectly prepared to entertain the idea of incorporation, their adhesion to any 
such scheme must depend on the satisfactory character of the details. 


[UBSC, DM 506/60 (MS).] 


[21] 24 July 1874. Society of Merchant Venturers, Standing Committee 
minutes 


[After other business] Bristol Museum. A letter from Mr Lewis Fry to Mr Proctor 
Baker having been read with respect to the enlargement of the buildings of the Bristol 
Museum and the minutes of the Standing Committee of the 24th January and 30th 
May 1873 having been referred to, the Committee consider that the grant of £1000 to 
the School of Science and Literature in Bristol includes their contemplated donation 
to the Museum extension. 


[BRO, SMV/2/1/1/25, p. 341 (MS).] 


On 24 Jan. 1873 the Committee had given favourable consideration to an appeal 
from the Council of the Museum and Library for contributions towards £4000 
needed for new buildings, especially because it appeared from recent circulars 
that ‘a movement is on foot in reference to the extended usefulness of the Medical 
School’. On 30 May a letter from Lewis Fry was read stating that the the proposed 
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buildings would be ‘quite independent of the proposed School of Science’: BRO, 
SMV/2/1/1/25, pp. 202-4, 243. 


[22] 1September 1875. Speech by the Master of Balliol (extract) 


[Given at a further meeting in support of University College, attended by members 
of the British Association who were holding their annual meeing in Bristol. After 
rehearsing the general intentions of the project, and welcoming the £17,000 already 
subscribed, he appealed to local pride to complete the task.] 


Whether the objects in view could be practically carried out depended chiefly upon 
the liberality of the citizens of Bristol and the neighbourhood. He should be very 
sorry if this attempt failed, not only because it might throw some discredit on that 
ancient city, but because also it would tend to discourage other attempts of the same 
kind; and he strongly held that all these large towns ought to have the best means and 
appliances for the higher education. (Hear, hear.) As in old times every great town had 
a cathedral, so, he would almost say, every great town should have a university now. 
(Applause.) But he did not think they were going to fail, He saw what had already 
been referred to — the magnificent buildings which they provided for the purposes 
of science. No one could suppose that money was wanting for public purposes who 
had seen the beautiful restoration of Redcliff church or the addition of the nave of 
the cathedral. He remembered also that Bristol had, as well as an ancient history, 
a literary reputation to sustain (hear, hear) — suggesting the names of Southey and 
Coleridge, and he would add Dr Prichard and Dr Carpenter.” (Applause.) 


[Western Daily Press, 2 September.* Full text on CD.] 
[23] Undated. The Master of Balliol’s notes 


University College Bristol. 

1. Try to get a charter. 2. Provision for adults. 3. General lectures for this term. 
4. Admission of women to lectures. 5. Share in government by the colleges. 6. 
Matriculation examination. 7. Examination for students of lectures. 


[BCA, Jowett Papers, I H89, p. 88 (MS).] 
[24] 5 November 1875. Bristol Medical School, Faculty minutes 


Monthy Meeting. November 5, 1875. 

Members present. Present Dr Swayne (in the chair), Drs Martyn, Spencer, Messrs 
Atchley, Coomber, Board, Coe, Leipner and the Secretary, 

[After other business] Report on progress of ‘University College’. Mr Coe 
reported, on behalf of the representatives of the Faculty on the sub-committee of the 
new College, the present position of the project. Two alternative schemes had been 
lately before the sub-committee — the one, to purchase the premises of the Rifles 


* James Cowle Prichard (d. 1848), physician at the Bristol Royal Infirmary; Lant Carpenter (d. 1840), 
Unitarian minister at Lewin’s Mead, father of William [17] and grandfather of William Lant Carpenter. 

°° BCA, Jowett Papers, II J2/6 is a MS copy with corrections and marks of excision for reprinting, sent to 
Evelyn Abbott by Percival on 8 Nov. 1895; see note to 17. 
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Head Quarters Company and to utilise as far as possible the existing buildings™ 
— the other, to buy a new site on the Tyndall’s Park estate immediately behind the 
Museum and Library, and to erect buildings thereon. The latter proposition was 
preferred by the sub-committee, and the representatives of the Faculty had joined 
in this preference, notwithstanding the delay which would be occasioned in the 
housing of the Medical School. They felt however that in so important a matter 
their colleagues should have an opportunity of expressing an opinion before any 
further steps were taken. 

Resolution on the same. Mr Atchley then moved and Dr Martyn seconded, that 
the report of the sub-committee is entirely satisfactory, and that they be requested to 
continue their services <still using their own discretion as to the question of site>. 
This was carried unanimously. 


[UBSC, DM 506/60 (MS).] 


[25] 24 November 1875. Clothworkers’ Company, Trusts and General 
Superintendence Committee minutes 


Technical and trade education in connection with the clothworking industry in the 
West of England — Proposed College of Science and Art at Bristol. 

The Committee being led to consider the claims of the West of England 
clothworking industry to separate recognition having regard to the recent action of 
the Company for the furtherance of technical education at the Yorkshire College 
of Science — have to suggest to the Court the policy of founding at the proposed 
Bristol College of Science, a professorship of Chemistry, Dyeing and other arts and 
sciences allied to the clothworking industries carried on at Trowbridge, Stroud and 
other places within an easy reach of Bristol, providing at the same time a practical 
instruction with a workshop and school of illustration and experiment in connection 
therewith — also scholarships and prizes; and the Committee requests authority to 
proceed in the consideration of the subject tentatively with a view to bringing up a 
report for the future use of the Court in connection with their next advance on this 
all-important subject of technical and trade education. 


[Clothworkers’ Co. Archives, CL/B/2/8, p.522 (MS).] 


[26] 29 December 1875. Clothworkers’ Company, Trusts and General 
Superintendence Committee minutes 


1. Bristol College of Science &c. re technical education for the clothworkers of 
Stroud, Trowbridge and the West of England generally. 

The Chairman and Master® reported having communicated with Revd Dr Caldicott 
of Bristol, Mr Samuel Morley M.P. and others with a view of obtaining the necessary 
information as to the feasibility of engrafting on the proposed Bristol School of 
Science a department of technical education, in connexion with the neighbouring 


* The site of the former Bishop’s College in Park Row, occupied by the Library Society from 1858 until 
its merger with the Museum in 1872; later absorbed into the new Museum and Art Gallery: Walton, Bristol 
Art Gallery, pp. 4,5, 9-10. 

°° John Bazley White (member of family cement-making firm; later a Conservative MP) and James Wyld 
(map and globe maker; former Liberal MP). 
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clothworker-industry, and the Committee discussed the subject in a preliminary way. 
When sufficient information has been obtained the Committee propose to have a 
special meeting for the more formal consideration of the subject and meanwhile it 
will have the members’ individual attention and study. 


[Clothworkers’ Co. Archives, CL/B/2/8, p. 540 (MS).] 


[27] 19 January 1876. New College Oxford Standing General Meeting 
minutes 


It was agreed that the College considers the preliminary conditions of its grant of 
£300 a year for five years to a College to be established at Bristol [13], to have been 
fulfilled. 

Mr George was nominated by the College to be a member of the Council of the 
Bristol College, and also of the board of governors.*’ 


[NCA 9640, pp. 26-8 (MS).] 


[28] 26 January 1876. Clothworkers’ Company, Trusts and General 
Superintendence Committee minutes 


Bristol College of Science. The Chairman and Master reported having had a 
conference with the Revd Dr Percival of Clifton College, Bristol, at Mr Morley’s 
18 Wood St on the proposed affiliation of a department of instruction in connexion 
with the clothworking and dyeing industries of the South West of England 
to the proposed School of Science at Bristol, when the subject was tentatively 
discussed and considered. Dr Percival [has corrected to] had been at the pains 
of going to Leeds to learn as to the working of the Company’s experiment there 
as a preliminary to such interview with the Chairman and Master and expressed 
himself as highly gratified with all he saw of the Textile Industries Department of 
the Yorkshire College of Science, which however in its present early development 
was not much more than a weaving school. It was agreed that Chemistry in its 
practical application to the staple industries of the South-West of England and 
Wales, including clothworking and dyeing, should form a prominent feature in 
technical education for Bristol, a weaving school being subordinated thereto, and 
although the Chairman and Master were careful not to commit the Company to 
anything beyond a general expression of the Clothworkers’ Company’s interest 
and desire to further technical education in connexion with their craft at Bristol as 
at Leeds in a tentative and provisional manner and likewise intimated that in no 
case would any scheme involving more than £500 per annum for a probationary 
period of three years be likely to receive the consideration of the Court — it was in 
the result arranged that Dr Percival should bring the matter before the Committee 
of the Bristol School of Science, subject to the reservations above indicated, and 
that the Committee should send up in due course a sketch of the modus operandi 


°° There had been some opposition among the Fellows, as recalled by the future Warden Spooner: NCA, 
PA/SPO 2/2. 

°’ Hereford Brooke George, Fellow and Tutor in History; also Director of the West of England Bank at 
Bristol, and imperilled by its failure in 1880. He was re-elected the College’s representative on the UCB 
Council in 1882: NCA 9640, p. 442. 
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most approved to their judgment for carrying out the designs of the Company to be 
formally and fully considered by the Court. 


[Clothworkers’ Co. Archives, CL/B/2/8, pp. 547-8 (MS).] 


[29] 29 March 1876. Clothworkers’ Company, Trusts and General 
Superintendence Committee minutes 


The Chairman and Master reported having had a conference with Mr Marling M_.P. 
and Mr Hastings, large cloth manufacturers from Stroud;** also Mr Lant Carpenter 
representing the Council of the Bristol College of Science, and Mr Samuel Morley 
M.P. when the proposed action of the Company for the furtherance of technical 
education in connexion with the clothworking industries at [recte of] the West of 
England through the medium of the Bristol College of Science and affiliated schools 
at the various head centres of the Stroud Valley, Trowbridge, &c. was fully discussed, 
and it transpired that at a private meeting of manufacturers held at Stroud a few days 
before, a very warm appreciation of the practical advantages likely to flow from a 
judicious treatment and application of the Company’s intended benefaction had been 
expressed, so that the Company need not have any sort of doubt as to the practical 
and useful character of the movement in its bearing upon the clothworking industries 
of the West, and the Committee feel that all that has now to be done is to secure the 
most judicious and effective appropriation of the fund placed at disposal. 

Resolved accordingly: That the local committee of manufacturers from the 
clothworking districts in the neighbourhood of Bristol be requested to confer with 
the sub committee of the College, with a view of suggesting the best appropriation in 
detail of the sum of 500 guineas per annum offered by the Company for a probationary 
period of 5 years in the educational interests of the trade which they are anxious to 
forward. 


[Clothworkers’ Co. Archives, CL/B/2/9, p. 20 (MS); with copy of press release of 25 
March impasted below. ] 


[30] 10 April 1876. Preliminary Council, minutes 


10th. Apr. 1876. 
At a preliminary meeting of the Council held at the Museum and Library, Queens 
Road, Bristol, on April 10th. 1876, convened by Wm Lant Carpenter, one of the Hon. 
Secretaries of the Provisional Committee, [‘Present’ deleted] there were present 
Prof.H.Smith © Rev. Dr Gotch® 
Rev. Dr Percival Mr Schacht*! 


** Samuel Stephens Marling, of Stanley Park, Selsley, headed one of the main clothmaking firms of the 
district; Liberal MP for Gloucestershire West then Stroud 1868-80; created Baronet 1882; founder of the 
school in Stroud bearing his name: W.O. Wicks, Marling School 1887 to 1987 (Stroud, 1986), pp. 1-2. 
Robert Hastings owned the Vatch Mill on Slad Road. 

* Henry Smith, FRS, Savilian Professor of Geometry at Oxford, Keeper of the University Museum and 
Fellow of Balliol. 

© Frederic William Gotch, Baptist minister and biblical scholar; President of the Bristol Baptist College 
1886-82. 

°! George Frederick Schacht, pharmicist; became UCB Treasurer 1893: SMB, p. 39. 
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Mr Coe Mr Budd 
Rev. H.B. George Mr Carpenter 
and, later, Rev. Dr Caldicott. 

Mr Carpenter proposed that Mr Budd be requested to take the chair, which was 
agreed to. 

Mr Budd in the chair. 

Dr Percival said that although the incorporation of the College was not quite 
completed, and <that> therefore the Council had as yet no legal existence, he 
presumed that anything done at this or any subsequent preliminary meeting might 
be confirmed by the Council after the formal registration had taken place. He begged 
therefore to propose that the Master of Balliol, Mr Jowett, be requested to accept the 
office of Chairman of the Council. 

Dr Gotch seconded the resolution, which was carried. 

Proposed by Mr Carpenter, seconded by Mr George, and resolved: That Mr F.N. 
Budd be requested to accept the office of Vice-Chairman of the Council. 

Mr Budd assented to the request. 

Mr W.L. Carpenter was requested to act as Honorary Secretary to the Council until 
a permanent Secretary should be appointed. 

Resolved: That Mr Budd, Dr Gotch, and Mr Carpenter be a committee to make 
enquiries as to the best design for the common seal of the College. 

A conversation took place on the subject of a Treasurer. A strong opinion was 
expressed that the Treasurer of the College should be a member of the Council. 

Resolved: That Mr Coe be requested to ask Dr Geo. F. Burder, Hon. Secretary 
and Treasurer of the Bristol Medical School, whether he would undertake the office 
of Secretary to the Council at a salary of £200 per year, it being understood that Dr 
Burder was not to devote necessarily the whole of his time to the office. 

Resolved: That if Dr Burder’s reply be in the negative, advertisement be at once 
inserted in the London and Bristol papers asking for applications for the post, and 
stating the salary at £200 per year. 

Resolved: That the Solicitors to the College, Messrs. Fry, Abbot, Pope & Brown, 
be requested to allow their office in Shannon Court, Corn Street, to be, pro tempore, 
the registered office of the College. 

Resolved: That with a view to commencing operations in October 1876, it is 
desirable to appoint a Professor of Chemistry, and a Professor of Modern History 
and Literature. [> 55] 

Resolved: That preliminary advertisements be at once inserted in London and 
Bristol papers to the effect that intending applicants [from corrected to] for the above 
two chairs can obtain information thereon by letter addressed to the Secretary at the 
registered (temporary) office after May Ist. 

Resolved: that [Mr Yandel deleted] <Rev. H.B. George>, Dr Percival, Mr Schacht 
and Mr Carpenter be a committee to consider and report upon the mode and amount 
of payments to the above professors, and especially as to the amount of fixed stipend, 
and the share, if any, of fees. It being understood that as soon as the incorporation 
of the College was completed, the Council were (on the recommendation of the 
provisional Committee) to proceed with the purchase of a piece of land in Tyndall’s 
Park for the purposes of the College. 

Resolved: That Mr Budd be requested to ascertain on what terms the present 
occupant of the land in question, will give up possession thereof. 
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Resolved: That the next meeting of the Council be held as soon as possible after 
the incorporation — Wednesday May 3rd was provisionally decided upon.” 
[Signed] May 3. 1876. Confirmed. B. Jowett. Chairman pro tem. [> 35] 


[UBSC, DM 506/7, pp. 1-4 (MS).] 
[31] 18 April 1876. Press notice 


University College, Bristol. 

It will be remembered that, at a meeting of subscribers to this institution, held at 
the Council-house, on December 18th, 1875, under the presidency of the Mayor, 
a resolution was unanimously passed authorising the provisional committee 
to incorporate the College on the basis of the draft constitution submitted to the 
meeting. This might have been done, and the necessary legal powers obtained, by a 
short Act of Parliament or by a charter; but, acting under competent legal advice, the 
committee decided to adopt a simpler, though an equally efficacious course, and to 
incorporate the College by registering it at the Board of Trade as a company limited 
by guarantee, under the Companies’ Acts, 1862 and 1867. 

The memorandum and articles of association have now been agreed upon and 
prepared, and will forthwith be transmitted to the Board of Trade for registration. 
In connexion with this, it will be remembered that a meeting of subscribers was 
held at the Council-house, on March 8th, to elect eight gentlemen to represent the 
subscribers on the Council of the College. Future vacancies in this part of the Council 
will be filled by gentlemen chosen by the board of governors. 

The Council, as at present constituted, is as follows: W. Proctor Baker, esq., F. 
Nonus Budd, esq., Rev. J.W. Caldicott, Lewis Fry, esq., Rev. F.W. Gotch, Rev. J. 
Percival, G.F. Schacht, esq., William Smith, esq., elected by subscribers, March 8th, 
1876; Professor B. Jowett, nominated by the Vice-Chancellor of the University of 
Oxford; Professor Stuart, nominated by the Vice-Chancellor of the University of 
Cambridge; William Lant Carpenter, esq., nominated by the Vice-Chancellor of 
the University of London; Professor Henry Smith, nominated by Balliol College, 
Oxford; Rev. H.B. George, nominated by New College, Oxford; R.W. Coe, esq., 
nominated by Bristol Medical School. 

The above Council held a preliminary meeting shortly before Easter [30], and 
decided to commence the operations of the College in October next. The advertising 
columns of several London and local papers have contained an intimation that the 
Council is in immediate want of a salaried secretary, and that they intend to appoint 
a professor of Chemistry and a professor of Modern History and Literature, to 
commence work in October next. The instruction in all except the strictly medical 
classes will be open to young people of both sexes. Although it is understood that 
negotiations are in progress for the purchase of a site for buildings, it is more than 
probable that the lectures of the first session will be given in temporary premises. 
In addition to the classes of the above-named professors and of the Medical School, 
several courses of lectures on other subjects will probably be organised for next 


© Duly then held: UBSC, DM 506/7, pp. 4-9. 

® James Stuart, Fellow of Trinity and first Professor of Mechanics and Applied Mechanism; Liberal MP 
intermittently from 1884 and Alderman of London County Council; the ‘moving spirit’ of the Extension 
movement: Draper, University Extension, pp. 5—20, drawing from Stuart’s privately printed Reminiscences 
(1911); ODNB. 
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winter, to be given by occasional lecturers not permanently attached to the staff of 
the College. 

Local readers are aware that the original object with which the movement for the 
foundation of this College began was the improvement of the scientific and technical 
education of the district. It is, therefore, particularly gratifying to find that the efforts 
of the promoters in this direction have been recognised beyond our own city. The 
Worshipful the Clothworkers’ Company, in London, spontaneously offered to the 
promoters of the College the very handsome subvention of 500 guineas per year for 
five years, to assist in the establishment of a department of textile industries at the 
College, in order to improve the technical education of those engaged in the cloth- 
making districts of the West of England. At a conference recently held in London on 
this subject, one gentleman, at the head of a firm of cloth manufacturers at Stroud, 
stated that he had been obliged to send his son to a school in Germany to obtain 
there the technical education in connexion with his trade which he could not get in 
England. In the most generous manner, the Clothworkers’ Company entrusted to a 
joint committee of the Council of the College and some of the leading manufacturers 
in Stroud, &c., the arrangement of the details of the scheme and of the appropriation 
of the subvention. It is understood that special attention will be given both to the 
principles and detail of the mechanism employed in cloth manufacture, and also to 
the chemical principles involved in the process of wool-scouring, dyeing, &c. Some 
of the instruction will be given at the College in Bristol, but it is expected that there 
will also be lectures and classes conducted in the clothworking districts themselves, 
at Stroud and elsewhere. The details of the arrangements are at present under the 
consideration of the committee above referred to. 

It will be seen, therefore, that this College, so long talked of, is now about to 
commence its real work. It is obvious that this work will be accomplished the better 
the more liberally the College is supplied with funds. It is pleasant to be able to 
add that the amount promised in Bristol alone is fast approaching £20,000, and that 
the following are among some of the subscriptions lately promised: The Bank of 
England, £100; the Old Bank, £100; Chas. Cave, esq., £100; G. Edwards, esq., £50; 
Rey. Dr. Gotch, £50; Charles Richardson, esq., £50;°° Crosby Leonard, esq., £25. 

The temporary registered office of the College is in Shannon-court, Corn-street, 
and any letters addressed there to the Secretary of University College, Bristol, will 
be duly attended to. 

Wm. Lant Carpenter, Pro. tem. Hon. Sec. to the Council. 

April 18th, 1876. 


[Bristol Mercury, 22 April.] 


* Charles Daniel Cave, banker and former Sheriff, created Baronet 1896; George William Edwards, 
stockbroker of Shannon Court, Alderman, who began the first of his four terms as Mayor later in the year; 
knighted 1887: Worthies, i, pp. 93-4; Neale, Port, i, pp. 82-3. 

® Brunel’s associate and the engineer of the Severn Tunnel. 

° Surgeon at the Royal Infirmary 1860-78 and BMS Lecturer 1864-72; noted for his geniality and well- 
shaped nose: SMB, p. 38; Munro Smith, BRI, p. 360, fig. 69 and passim. 
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[32] 20 April 1876. Bristol Medical School, minutes 


Special Meeting, April 20. 1876 

Members present. Present Dr Swayne (in the chair), Dr Spencer, Messrs Coe, 
Tibbits, Dobson, Keall, Atchley, Coomber, Leipner, and the Secretary. 

[Minutes] 

The agreement with University College, Bristol. The present meeting having been 
called for the purpose of finally settling the terms of agreement between the Faculty 
of the Medical School and University College, Bristol, Mr Coe read the memorandum 
of agreement which had been prepared by counsel on the basis of the arrangement 
adopted in October and November 1874 and which had afterwards been amended by 
the sub-committee. Mr Coe pointed out the expediency of inserting some additional 
details with reference to the provision of proper buildings for the Medical School. It 
was agreed that the settlement of such details should be left to the discretion of the 
representatives of the Faculty on the sub-committee, and with this understanding the 
memorandum of agreement was adopted unanimously. 


[UBSC, DM 506/60 (MS).] 


[33] 26 April 1876. Clothworkers’ Company, Trusts and General 
Superintendence Committee minutes 


Technical education — Bristol. The Committee considering Mr W. Lant Carpenter’s 
letters of 16th and 24th instant directed the Clerk” to write again, insisting upon 
the Master of the Company being constituted an ex-officio member of the 
permanent Council, as intimated in his letters of 24th February and 18th 
instant. 

It appears that the Trowbridge manufacturers keep aloof from the project of 
affiliating a local school of textile industries in connexion with the Bristol head 
centre. The Stroud Valley district on the other hand has taken up the matter very 
warmly, and the local committee was to meet on Saturday 29th April to settle their 
arrangements. 

On Wednesday the 3rd May the Council of the Bristol College of Science is to 
hold its first regular meeting for business [35], and it is then hoped that a detailed 
scheme will be formulated in conference with the Stroud committee for the most 
effective apportionment of the 500 guineas offered by the Company as between 
Bristol and Stroud, which scheme and apportionment will subsequently be reviewed 
by the Court of the Company. 

As it appears desirable to decide with as little delay as possible how much of the 
grant is to go in aid of the stipend of the Professor of Chemistry, the Committee 
request authority to give a provisional sanction to such a proposal in that behalf as 
may be found reasonable, and not to trench too much on other claims upion the fund 
available for distribution. 

The Council of the Bristol College of Science intend to commence operations in 
October next and they are anxious to get the best man possible for the Professorship 
of Chemistry, and as Mr Carpenter says ‘the longer notice and the better salary we 
can give the better man shall we get’. 


*7 Owen Roberts; see 49 below. 
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The following letter addressed by Mr Carpenter to the Editor of the Western Daily 
Press of 19th instant and which has been extensively quoted and referred to both 
in the metropolitan as well as provincial press generally recapitulates and explains 
the general designs and aims of the Bristol College of Science, and at the same 
time, acknowledges in a fitting manner this Company’s unsolicited action in regard 
thereto. [Cutting as 31.] 

By the next meeting of the Court the Committee trust to be able to submit proposals 
for the more particular disposition of the fund of 500 guineas per annum already 
designated for apportionment in furtherance of the technical education of the West of 
England clothworkers. 


[Clothworkers’ Co. Archives, CL/B/2/9, pp. 37-8 (MS with printed text impasted).] 
[34] April 1876. Sylvanus Phillips Thompson to his father™ 


My dear father, 

I sent off a card at 5 p.m., in which I said something about writing concerning a 
post now vacant. There is a new University College now being established at Bristol 
of which I heard a good deal last summer. It will open in October, and they have been 
advertising for a Professor of Chemistry. I saw the advertisements about a fortnight 
ago, but felt inclined to pass the matter by as rather beyond my sphere at present. 

However, a few days ago Mr Lodge, Prof. G.C. Foster’s right-hand man, with 
whom I was having some chat, said: “Why don’t you go in for Bristol, it’s the very 
place for you.’ 


[Thompson and Thompson, Thompson, p. 25 (start of larger extract).] 
[35] 3 May 1876. Preliminary Council, minutes 


At a meeting of the Council held at the Museum and Library, May 3rd 1876. 
Present, Prof. Jowett in the chair, 


Prof. H. Smith Rev. H.B. George 
Mr Budd Dr Gotch 

Dr Percival Dr Caldicott 

Mr Schacht Mr W. Smith 

Mr W.P. Baker Mr Carpenter 

Mr Coe 


The minutes of the last meeting were read and confirmed. 

Prof. Jowett thanked the Council for the honour conferred upon him by electing 
him chairman, but stated his inability to accept it. He thought that a Bristol gentleman 
should be chosen for the post. [> 36] 


* Sylvanus jnr was educated Bootham School, York (a Quaker foundation of which his father was 
master) and after further study at a Quaker college in Pontefract, took the London BA and BSc; an original 
Lecturer in Physics at UCB, promoted Professor in 1878; Professor and Principal of Finsbury Technical 
College from 1885 until his death in 1916; FRS 1891; his many works include a standard textbook on 
infinitesimal calculus (1910). 

© The future Sir Oliver Lodge (first Vice-Chancellor of Birmingham University), at this time Demonstrator 
to George Carey, the Professor of Physics at University College, London. 
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Mr Carpenter read a letter from the solicitors to the College, stating that the license 
[sic] would probably be received from the Board of Trade by 20th inst. and that a 
week after that would suffice for registration. 

Mr Budd reported as to the seal of the College. 

Resolved: That the seal of the College be a printed oval, with a legend round ‘Seal 
of University College, Bristol’ and the arms of the City and County of Bristol in the 
centre.” The Seal Committee were requested to obtain drawings and estimates for 
dies &c. 

[Other business.| 

Mr Carpenter reported that the sub-committee of the large provisional committee 
which had carried on the work of the promotion of the College to the present time, 
having now completed the draft of the incorporation, had practically discharged 
its functions and ceased to exist. He laid on the table the state of the banking 
account of the Preliminary Expenses Fund, as well as of the General Fund, 
showing a balance to the credit to the former of £35. 19. 4 and of the latter of £430. 
8/-. He further stated that the only liabilities not discharged were, a payment of 
fifty guineas for Mr Stuart Colman, as architect’s fee for surveying and reporting 
on certain premises, and the legal expenses (amount unknown) incurred in the 
incorporation. 


[UBSC, DM 506/7, pp. 4-6 (MS).] 
[36] 12 May 1876. Preliminary Council, minutes 


[After minutes of previous meeting] Proposed by Mr Wm Smith, seconded by Mr 
Baker, and resolved: 

That Mr Budd be requested to discharge the duties of Chairman of the Council for 
one year from the date of incorporation — vid. art. 87 in Articles of Association. 

After considerable hesitation, Mr Budd consented to accept the office of Chairman 
of the Council. 

A drawing of the proposed seal of the College was submitted and approved, and an 
estimate for it and for a screw die press accepted. A small die for stamping note paper 
was ordered, arrangement of detail being left with Mr Budd and Mr Carpenter. 


[UBSC, DM 506/7, pp. 9-10 (MS).] 
[37] 25 May 1876. Preliminary Council, minutes 


[After other business] It having been discovered that the terms of the Memorandum 
of Association did not give the College power to send its lecturers into other towns 
to deliver lectures and conduct classes, the matter was referred to Mr Budd and Mr 
Fry, who were empowered to take what steps they considered desirable, to obtain this 
power for the College. 

On behalf of the Temporary Premises Committee, Mr Carpenter reported 
that the <late> Deaf and Dumb Institution in Park Row would probably answer 


™ Needless to say the College had not the smallest right to the City’s arms, and Bristol’s Corporation 
could have anticipated that of Manchester (1954) in bringing a successful suit before the long-dormant 
High Court of Court of Chivalry. 
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all the purposes of the College for two years at least; that by throwing down the 
partitions between, and the ceilings of, two large rooms in the top of the house, a 
good <Chemical> laboratory might be provided; that no other alterations of rooms 
would at present be necessary; that a rough estimate by the Clerk of the Works of 
Bristol Cathedral for the alterations, fitting up laboratory with benches, gas, water, 
and furnace, painting, cleaning, and colouring the whole place, was £300—£320; 
and that [Mr deleted] <Alderman> George Edwards, the owner of the premises, was 
willing to let the premises to the Council on easy terms. 

Proposed by Mr Budd, seconded by Mr Carpenter, and resolved: 

That Mr Baker be authorised to arrange with Mr Edwards for the use of these 
premises for the purposes of the College at a rent not exceeding 5% on the owner’s 
outlay, the tenancy to be a yearly one, and subject to an assurance that the College 
should not be disturbed therefrom except for Corporation purposes. 


[UBSC, DM 506/7, pp. 13-14 (MS).] 
[38] 31 May 1876. Bristol Committee, minutes 
At a meeting of the Committee of Bristol members of the Council <appointed to 


consider draft prospectus, &c.> held May 31st 1876. 
Present Mr Budd in the chair. 


Dr Percival Mr Carpenter 
Dr Caldicott Mr Schacht 
Mr Coe & Mr Baker. 


The minutes of the last meeting were read, amended and passed. 

The proof printed papers detailing the duties of the professors and lecturers were 
examined and after some alterations were ordered to be printed for delivery to 
candidates for the appointments, and for circulation where desirable. 

The Treasurer Mr Baker reported that in accordance with a minute of last meeting 
[37], an agreement had been entered into to rent the old Deaf and Dumb Asylum in 
Park Row from Alderman Edwards at a rental of £50 per annum. 

It was moved by Mr Carpenter, seconded by Mr Baker and resolved: 

That the best thanks of the Council be given to Alderman Edwards for the liberal 
terms on which he agreed to let the premises to the College. 

Mr Carpenter reported on behalf of the committee appointed to consider the 
question of temporary premises, an arrangement made with Mr E.G. Honey Clerk of 
the Works of the Cathedral restoration, to draw up specifications and estimates for 
cleaning, colouring, painting and slight alterations of the premises. 

The Secretary was directed on receiving the same to advertise for tenders for the 
execution of the work. 

Cheques were ordered to be drawn in favour of: Capt. Swann for expenses 
attending the Council £2. 12.6 and of Messrs. J & H. Grace Accountants, for assistant 
secretary work £19. 6. 

The proof copy of the proposed preliminary prospectus was laid before the 
committee and amended. The Secretary was directed to forward a copy of the revised 
proof to each member of the Council for his approval previous to circulation. 

A scheme forwarded <by> Mr Marling, on behalf of the Stroud Committee for 
the appropriation of the Clothworkers Co. subvention of 500 gns. was examined. 
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Mr Carpenter, having previously had the matter in hand, was requested to make 
suggestions, and ask for further information on several points connected with it, and 
arrange for a meeting. [> 49] 
He was also requested to write to Mr Chas Cave the Treasurer of the Provisional 
Local Committee and explain the action of the Council in appointing a Treasurer. 
June 29th two a-clock was provisionally fixed for the next Council meeting. The 
Secretary was desired to ascertain if this was convenient. 


[UBSC, DM 506/7, pp. 19-21 (MS).] 


[39] 31 May 1876. Clothworkers’ Company, Trusts and General 
Superintendence Committee minutes 


Bristol University College — Stroud &c. The Clerk read letters from and to Mr Lant 
Carpenter, acting Hon. Sec. to the Council of University College, Bristol, reporting 
progress and enclosing — annexed — provisional prospectuses of the first and 
preliminary session 1876/77 [tipped in]. 

The requirement of the Company that the Master for the time being is to be an ex- 
officio member of the Council has been insisted upon as a sine qua non, and means 
are being taken to secure the same accordingly. 

The Committee do not want to pass any opinion in advance upon the merits of any 
scheme which is to be submitted to the Company for appropriating the contribution 
of 500 guineas as between Bristol and Stroud, but they would be certainly disinclined 
to sanction any scheme attributing less than a moiety to the Bristol head centre 
or withdrawing the local institute at Stroud from a certain amount of control and 
supervision on the part of the Council of the College. 


[Clothworkers’ Co. Archives, CL/B/2/9, pp. 53-4 (MS).] 
[40] 20 June 1876. Bristol Committee, minutes 


June 20th 1876. 
Ata meeting of the Committee of Bristol members of the Council appointed to confer 
with the Stroud Committee respecting the Clothworks [sic] Company’s subvention. 

Present Mr Budd in the chair 

Dr Percival Mr Lewis Fry 
Dr Caldicott Mr Carpenter 
Mr Schatcht [sic]. 

Mr Dickinson on behalf of the Stroud Committee attended and the draft scheme 
submitted by Mr Marling was discussed. 

The following proposed annual appropriations were provisionally agreed to: 

Ist. For founding a scholarship at University College tenable one year. [£]150. 

2. For establishing prizes to be distributed to such students who may most 
distinguish themselves in examinations to be held at the end of each session on the 
subjects of the lectures attended. The fees paid by some to be returned. [£]36. 

This sum to be distributed by the Stroud and Trowbridge Committee. 

3. Towards the payment of the costs attending the delivery of lectures at 
Stroud: 
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Lecture room, fires, gas, water and the apparatus required for illustration. [£]20. 

This sum to be supplemented by the 4 of fees not taken by the lecturer. The 
remainder of the expenses to be borne by the locality. 

4. After payment of these sums amounting to £106 the balance to be appropriated 
by the Council of University College, who will provide a Chemical lecturer and a 
Textile lecturer. The Stroud Committee to assist in finding a competent person for the 
latter office. 


[UBSC, DM 506/7, pp. 21-2 (MS).] 


On 29 June the full Council resolved that ‘in consideration of their proposal 
of a handsome subvention’ the Clothworkers’ Company be invited to nominate a 
representative on the Council as an additional member: UBSC, DM 506/7, p. 25. 
[> 49] 


Meanwhile Sylvanus Thompson had been interviewed for the Chemistry professorship 
by members of the UCB Council. 


[41] June 1876. Silvanus Thompson to (?) his father 


Iam a little afraid of Dr Percival, as he looks the kind of man who is able to look 
through you, and reckon you up at a glance. His questions were straight to the point, 
but few. When he asked me if I have taken honours at my degrees, it was a comfort 
to say that I was first in honours at the B.Sc. As he is a great friend of Edward Fry’s, 
however, I do not dread him much, as Edward Fry has (like Dr Frankland) given me 
his card, and permission to use his name as a reference in respect of general culture 
and scientific standing.”! 


[Thompson and Thompson, Thompson, p. 27 (extract as printed).] 


The Chemistry chair went to the better qualified E.A. Letts [49]; the Council then 
invited applications for a lectureship in Physics, to which Thompson was appointed 
in July. 


[42] 30 June 1876. Bristol Medical School, Faculty minutes 


Special Meeting, June 30, 1876. 

Members present. Present Dr Swayne (in the chair), Dr Smith, Messrs Coe, Coomber, 
Atchley, Leipner, Tibbits, and the Secretary; after 8, Dr Spencer and Mr Dobson. 

[Minutes.] 

Object of the meeting. The Secretary stated the circumstances under which the 
meeting was called. They were as follows: 

History of recent proceedings in the matter of the agreement with the College. On 
the 14th of June the Faculty had met at the Museum and Library to sign the agreement 
with University College, Bristol. The negotiation entrusted to Mr Coe with reference 


” Sir Edward Fry (brother of Albert and Lewis), Chancery Judge and member of the Council of 
University College, London. Edward Frankland was Professor of Chemistry at the Royal School of Mines 
(KCB 1897); he had advised Thompson on his application for the Bristol post: Thompson and Thompson, 
Thompson, p.25. 
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to the provision of proper buildings for the Medical School had not been completed 
up to the time of the meeting, but was completed at the meeting, Mr Carpenter, one of 
the negotiators on the part of the College being present. A clerk from Messrs Abbot & 
Fry’s office being also present with the agreement, the new matter agreed upon was 
inserted, and the document was signed by all the members of the Faculty present, Dr 
Martyn the only absentee,” afterwards signing it at his own house. The new matter 
consisted, first, of ‘145,000’ inserted in the space left for the number of cubic feet 
assigned to the Medical School, and secondly, of an interlineation providing that the 
Medical School should have a proportionate amount of frontage and that the Faculty 
should have the arrangement of the space allotted to the Medical School. It afterwards 
appeared that serious objection was taken by certain members of the sub-committee 
to these latter provisions, and as it seemed likely that in the event of a reference to the 
sub-committee these provisions would not be allowed, it became necessary to call a 
meeting of the Faculty to consider what should be done. 

Resolution re- agreement with the College. After a long discussion the following 
resolution was proposed by the Secretary and seconded by Mr Tibbits: 

That the representatives of the Faculty on the sub-committee be requested to 
negotiate either with that body or with a deputation from that body on the basis of an 
allotment of 125,000 cubic feet for the purposes of the Medical School, with the right 
of the Chemical lecturer of the Medical School to the use of the Chemical theatre and 
laboratory belonging to the College. 

The resolution was adopted by the Faculty. 


[UBSC, DM 506/60 (MS).] 
[43] 7 July 1876. Bristol Medical School, Faculty minutes 


Monthly Meeting, July 7. 1876. 

Members present. Present Dr Swayne (in the chair), Drs Spencer, Smith,” Waldo,” 
Messrs Coe, Tibbits, Atchley, Coomber, Leipner, and the Secretary. 

[Minutes.] 

Amended agreement with the College. Mr Coe reported that the representatives 
of the Faculty had met the sub-committee of the College, and that the following had 
been definitively adopted as the reading of clause 3 in the agreement: 

‘Provision shall be made by the College to enable the Medical School to carry 
on its branches of education as one of the departments of the College, including, in 
such provision, proper scientific apparatus and proper buildings having such frontage 
to the main road as the Council shall consider reasonable, and containing at least 
120,000 cubic feet (exclusive of landings, passages and stairs, and exclusive also of 
proper accommodation for the Chemical lecturer of the Medical School). The space 
to be appropriated to the Medical School shall be arranged by the managing body of 
the Medical School (hereinafter referred to as the Faculty) subject to the approval of 
the Council.’ 

Approved by the Society. It was moved by Dr Spencer, seconded by Mr Smith, and 
resolved unanimously: 


” He was dead within a month [56]. 

® Robert Shingleton Smith [16]. 

™ Heny Waldo, BMS Lecturer 1876-8; physician at the Royal Infirmary 1876-1906: SMB, pp. 20, 44; 
Munro Smith, BRI, p. 484 and passim. 
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That clause 3 in the greement, as thus amended, meets with the approval of the 
Faculty. 


[UBSC, DM 506/60 (MS).] 


The agreement, dated 24 July, was scheduled to the Articles of Association of 
University College bearing the same date [46]. 


[44] 7 July 1876. Preliminary Council, minutes 


[Among other business| The Committee on Temporary Premises reported that tenders 
varying in amount had been received for painting the house in Park Row, and that 
they were disposed to accept one from Mr Young of Frogmore Street for £225. 5. -.”° 
The Council coincided with the Committee and the Secretary was directed to request 
Mr Honey to draw out an agreement with Mr Young and proceed with the work. 


[UBSC, DM 506/7, p. 28 (MS).] 
[45] 12 July 1876. Preliminary Council, minutes 


[Among other business] It was proposed, seconded and resolved that a ‘Preliminary 
Arrangement Committee’ be appointed consisting of the Chairman, Dr Percival, Dr 
Caldicott, Mr Fry, Mr Baker and Mr Schacht, to obtain from the professors and 
lecturers a syllabus of their respective courses, to publish and advertise the same, and 
to arrange all matters for commencing the work of the session.” 

The Secretary was directed to write to the professors and lecturers and request a 
draft syllabus to be forwarded to Dr Percival by Wednesday next [/ 9th]. 

Dr Percival, on behalf of the Clifton Committee for promoting the Higher 
Education of Women,” reported that they had amended the scheme for conferring 
fellowships, and further proposed that the examinations for four fellowships to 
be awarded in October next should be conducted by examiners appointed by the 
committee with such others as the Council might desire to add. The same to be held 
at University College, Park Row on the 3rd of October. The consideration of the 
subject was referred to the ‘Preliminary Arrangement Committee’. 

The Secretary was directed to advertise the fellowship in such papers as might be 
chosen. 

It was proposed, seconded and resolved that a Finance Committee be appointed 
with power to examine and pay accounts and to make arrangements for calling in the 
subscriptions promised and for collecting further money. The Committee to consist 
of Mr Baker, Mr Fry and Mr Carpenter. 


[UBSC, DM 506/7, pp. 29-30 (MS).] 


*® Thomas Young, decorator and general contractor, of Frogmore St and Ruysdael Place: Directory 
(1876), p. 284. [P56] 

7° The Premises Committee was dissolved on 4 August and its business was transferred to the Preliminary 
Arrangement Committee: UBSC, DM 506/7, p. 36. [P54] 

™ Set up by Percival and his wife in 1868, as a branch of the National Association for the cause; Mrs 
Percival had been one of the original secretaries: Temple, Percival, pp. 258-60; Potter, Headmaster, p. 
173. 
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[46] 24 July 1876. Memorandum and Articles of Association of University 
College 


[UBSC, DM 615 (printed booklet). Text on CD.] 
[47] 28 July 1876. Preliminary Arrangement Committee minutes 


[Minutes.] 

The advertisements in course of insertion in the local papers respecting the first 
session of the College and scholarships for women were ordered to be also inserted 
in the following papers. 

Ist: College advertisment. 


London Times twice August twice September 
Spectator three times ” = 
Saturday Review = » 
Atheneum a » 
Nature i 2 


2nd: scholarships for women 

The Journal of the National Union for Women’s Education, 112 Brompton Road 
S.W. A monthly paper:’”* August, September 

Spectator. Atheneum [sic]. Saturday Review: three times with the College 
[advertisement] in August. 

London Guardian:” three times August. 

Western Morning News, Plymouth; Merthyr Guardian, Cardiff; Manchester 
Guardian; the local papers: occasionally during five weeks ensuing. 

[Other business.] 

Mr Schacht was requested to communicate with some gentlemen residing in 
Clifton respecting lectures and teaching languages, Botany and Zoology. 


[UBSC, DM 506/7, pp. 33-4 (MS, with sample advertisments impasted).] 


[48] 31 July 1876. Board of Trade licence for registration of UCB as a limited 
company 


5715.R. 

Whereas it has been proved to the Board of Trade, that University College, Bristol, 
which is about to be registered under the ‘Companies Act, 1862’ [25 & 26 Vict. c. 89], 
and the ‘Companies Act, 1867’ [30 & 3/ Vict. c. 131], as an association limited by 
guarantee, is formed for the purpose of promoting objects of the nature contemplated 
by the 23rd section of the last mentioned Act, and that it is the intention of the said 
College that the income and property of the association, whencesoever derived, shall 
be applied solely towards the promotion of the objects of the association, as set forth 
in the Memorandum of Association of the said College, and that no portion thereof 
shall be paid or transferred, directly or indirectly, by way of dividend or bonus, or 
otherwise howsoever by profit, to the persons who at any time are, or have been, 


™ Actually titled The Journal of the Women’s Education Union. 

” A church weekly, unconnected with its Manchester namesake. 

*° The Cardiff and Merthyr Guardian had had been absorbed into the South Wales Weekly Telegram two 
years earlier. 


38 Bristol University: Conception to Foundation 


members of the said association, or to any of them, or to any person claiming through 
any of them. Now, therefore, the Board of Trade, in pursuance of the powers in them 
vested, and in consideration of the provisions and subject to the conditions contained 
on the Memorandum of Association of University College, Bristol, as subscribed 
by seven members thereof, on the twenty-fourth day of July, 1876 [46], do by this 
their licence direct University College, Bristol to be registered with limited liability 
without the addition of the word ‘Limited’ to the name. 
Signed by order of the Board of Trade, this 31st of July, 1876. 
Henry G. Calcraft, An Assistant Secretary of the Board of Trade. 


[UBSC, DM 615, Articles of Association (1876), p. 44 (printed).] [> 52] 


[49] 4 August 1876. Owen Roberts, Clerk to the Worshipful Company of 
Clothworkers, to W. Lant Carpenter®’ 


Clothworkers’ Hall. 
4th Augt 1876. 
My dear Sir, 
Bristol College of Science. 

I have submitted your letter of 3rd ultimo and its enclosures to my Court and I 
am enabled to report their acceptance of the scheme for the appropriation of the 
Company’s subvention towards the technical education of the West of England 
clothworkers in connexion with the Bristol College of Science [40] subject to the 
reservations that the scheme is only tentative, and to be reviewed at the close of the 
first year’s working — also that the Company shall only be called upon to pay the 
several appropriated items as they come into force and that in the preliminary stage 
and until the full operation of the grants has been realised the sum set apart for the 
local expenses at Stroud and the general purposes of the Bristol College shall not 
exceed the rate of £25 and £50 per annum respectively. 

Ihave therefore to request you to move the Council to carry the scheme into effect 
accordingly, co-operating with the Stroud Committee as before. 

I am also directed to inform you that the Court accepts the mode that has been 
proposed for the representation of the Company on the Council and Board of 
Governors of the Bristol College of Science and that James Wyld Esq.re, the Master 
of the Company during 1875/6 has been nominated as a member of the Council 
together with John Bazley White Esq.re and Robert John Child Esq.re®’ as members 
of the Board of Governors. 

I beg to forward for your information the second Annual Report of the Yorkshire 
College of Science Leeds, requesting attention to pp. 9, 10, 11, together with (6) 
Reports of the Textile Industries Committee to the Company respecting the work of 
the past year. 

We shall be glad to hear of the College and especially the Chemical and Textile 
Fabrics Department being in full operation next October. 

Iam, yours very truly, 

Owen Roberts, Clerk. 


5! Roberts was Clerk from 1866 to 1907; much involved in promotion of technical education, for which 
he was knighted in 1888: Nature, 94 (1915), pp. 537-8; Girtin, Golden Ram, p. 268. 
© The previous Master. 
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[Clothworkers’ Co. Archives, CL/B/2/9, p. 115 (MS copy in Trusts and General 
Superintendence Committee minutes of 30 August).] 


[50] 7 August 1876. Carpenter to Roberts 


University College, Bristol. 
Augt 7th 1876. 
My dear Sir, 

I am pleased to receive yours of 4th inst. [49] with enclosures, intimating your 
Court’s acceptance of the scheme for the appropriation of the Company’s subvention 
— subject to certain reservations. I have accordingly re-opened communications 
with the gentlemen at Stroud. A good many members of our Council are away for 
their vacation, most of the important appointments and arrangements having been 
made during July. I hope however that a pretty full Council meeting may be held 
about the middle of September [56] (the College will be opened here on October 
10th). Meantime the completion of details is left in the hands of a ‘Preliminary 
Arrangement Committee’ composed of those members of the Council who are 
at home. This body will take up the matter and negotiate with Stroud. It is to the 
Committee of Manufacturers there however, that you must look for carrying out 
those local arrangements. 

May I ask you to be so good as to explain more fully this clause in your letter: ‘and 
until the full operation ....£25 and £50 per annum respectively’ [as above]. 

This may be interpreted to mean that if, e.g. from October to Xmas you only pay 
us at the rate of 250 guineas instead of £500, we shall only get for that quarter at the 
rate of £12. 10.—. and £25 per year respectively, i.e. a pro rata contribution — Stroud 
taking 41 and we 71 of the whole grant, whatever it may be. 

I hope however that it means that Stroud and Bristol must not reckon on more than 
£25 and £50 for local expenses. 

On July 7th we made various professorial and other appointments.*’ Dr E.A. Letts, 
till then chief assistant to the Professor of Chemistry to the Univ. of Edinburgh, 
was appointed to the chair of Chemistry, out of 23 candidates. If you care to see 
his testimonials I will send them to you. Before electing him, we took the opinion 
(privately) of some of the first chemists in the country, on the relative merits of the 
best (3) candidates. When I was in Berlin lately my friend Dr Hofmann (Professor of 
Chemistry in that University) thought we had done very well — he told me he had a 
very high opinion of Letts, who studied at Berlin partly.** 

Dr Letts is drawing out a prospectus of lectures on Chemical technology with 
special reference to the industries of this neighbourhood. 

Very truly yours, 

Wm Lant Carpenter. 


[Clothworkers’ Co. Archives, CL/B/2/9, pp. 116-17 (MS copy in Trusts and General 
Superintendence Committee minutes of 30 August).] 


8 UBSC, DM 506/7, p. 27. 

** August Wilhelm von Hoffman was founding Director of the Royal College of Chemistry in London 
from 1845 to 1865, then Professor and Director of the Chemical Laboratory at Berlin until his death in 
1892. 
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[51] 9 August 1876. Roberts to Carpenter 


Clothworkers’ Hall. 
9th August 1876. 
My dear Sir, 

All my Court intended to do by the reservation as to the limit to be set apart for the 
local expenses at Stroud and the general purposes of the Bristol University College 
was to take the same at £25 and £50 respectively till such time as the full amount of 
the 500 gns appropriation attained its full development. 

I shall be away for about three weeks after 7th September and possibly for a week 
or 10 days this month, but any letters will be forwarded to me. 

I sincerely trust that your venture at Bristol will prove a great success and that 
our own department will take in more local supports as time proves the practical 
usefulness of the scheme. 

Yours very truly, 

Owen Roberts. 


[Clothworkers’ Co. Archives, CL/B/2/9, p. 117 (MS copy in Trusts and General 
Superintendence Committee minutes of 30 August).] 


[52] 9 August 1876. Certificate of incorporation UCB as a limited company 


No. 10805C. NL. 10418. 
Certificate of Incorporation 
of University College, Bristol 
(The word Limited being omitted by license of the Board of Trade) 

I hereby certify, that University College, Bristol, (the word Limited being omitted 
by license of the Board of Trade), is this day incorporated under the Companies Act, 
1862, and that this Company is limited. 

Given under my hand, at London, this ninth day of August, one thousand eight 
hundred and seventy-six. 

W.H. Cousins, Registrar of Joint Stock Companies. 
Fee, £20. 


[UBSC, DM 615, Articles of Association (1876), p. 45 (printed).] 
[53] 15 August 1876. UCB Preliminary Arrangement Committee minutes 


[Minutes .] 
The Secretary reported that he had received from Messrs Fry & Abbott [sic] a 
notification that the incorporation of the College was completed on the 9th August 
[52], and that a proof copy of the Articles of Association would be forwarded by 
them as soon as printed [46]. 

He further reported that the agreement with the Medical School awaited the seal of 
the College to be affixed by the Council. 


[UBSC, DM 506/7, pp. 37-8 (MS).] 
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[54] 29 August 1876. Preliminary Arrangement Committee minutes 


[Minutes.] 
The sub-committee appointed to fit up the Chemical laboratory and lecture room and 
submit a list of apparatus required in the laboratory and lecture room reported: 

That they had entered into an agreement with Mr Daltry, carpenter, Charles St, 
St James, to make the required Chemical benches, tables, woodwork and glazing of 
fume closets, the lecture table and raised platform in the lecture room, the shelves 
in the store room and fittings in the Professor’s room for the sum of £123, according 
to plans and specifications delivered. The benches to be of the best material and 
workmanship, and any other fittings which can be moved to other premises. The 
whole to be completed and [fitted corrected to] fixed in the College on or before the 
27th Sept. [> 56] 


[UBSC, DM 506/7, p. 42 (MS).] 
[55] 6 September 1876. UCB Preliminary Arrangement Committee minutes 


[Among other business] A letter from the Secretary of the Science and Art Department 
South Kensington® was read replying to an enquiry ordered to be made August 15th 
whether <pupils of> the professors and lecturers of the College would be [recognised 
deleted] <considered as qualified by examinations and lectures> at South Kensington. 
The answer being [in the affirmative deleted] <that this would in all probability be 
the case>. A letter from Mr Bousfield® relating to the same subject was also read. 


[UBSC, DM 506/7, pp. 445-6 (MS).] 
[56] 14 September 1876. First meeting of the Council of University College 
14th September 1876 


At the first meeting of the Council held at the College, Park Row. 
Present. Mr F.N. Budd in the chair. 


Mr W. Proctor Baker Mr Lewis Fry 

Revd Dr Caldicott Revd Hereford B. George 
Mr Wm Lant Carpenter Revd Dr Gotch 

Mr Robt Wm Coe Revd Dr Percival 


Incorporation. The incorporation of the College was reported as bearing date from 
the ninth (9th) day of August 1876. 

It was proposed, seconded and resolved: 

(1st) Chairman. Vice-Chairman. That Francis Nonus Budd be the Chairman and 
Lewis Fry be the Vice-Chairman of the Council for one year ending the ninth (9th) 
day of August 1877. (Article of Association 86) 


*° A Government agency set up in 1853 to promote education in science and the creative arts. It was 
supported from the profits of the Great Exhibition and occupied part of the South Kensington site; there 
it ran evening classes and examinations for science teachers. Until given its own Secretary in 1884, this 
function was undertaken by the Permanent Secretary of the Education Department (itself established in 
1856), to which the S&AD was loosely attached. 

*© See item 9 in 56 below. 
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(2nd) Treasurer.That William Proctor Baker be the Treasurer and the West of 
England and South Wales District Bank be the Bankers of the College. (Art. of 
Assoc. 64) 

(3rd) Secretary. That Edward Stock be the Secretary to the Council at a salary 
of two hundred pounds (£200) a year payable half yearly.*’ The engagement to be 
terminable by either party on three months written notice. (Art. of Assoc. 63) 

(4th) Seal. That the seal now produced containing the arms of the City of Bristol 
with the legend University College Bristol 1876 be the common seal of the College. 
(Art. of Assoc. 65) 

(5th) Custody of seal. That the seal be in the custody of the Secretary, and that it 
be not affixed to any document except in pursuance of a resolution of the Council. 

(6th) Chemistry Professor. Dr Letts. That E.A. Letts Ph.D. Gottingen F.R.C.S.E. 
[recte F.R.S.E.] be elected Professor of Chemistry, that his remuneration consist of 
a fixed salary of three hundred pounds per annum, together with one half the fees 
paid for attendance on lectures, and one third of the fees paid for attendance in the 
Laboratory. That the Council guarantee a minimum remuneration at the rate of four 
hundred pounds (£400) per annum for the first five years and that the engagement 
shall be terminable by either party on three months written notice.* 

(7th) Assistant. W.W.J. Nicol. That William Walker J. Nicol M.A. be appointed 
assistant to the Professor of Chemistry at a salary of one hundred and fifty pounds per 
annum (£150), that he be styled ‘Lecturer and Demonstrator in Chemistry’ and that 
the engagement shall be terminable by either party on three months written notice. 

(8th) Prof. Rowley. That James Rowley M.A., T.C.D. be elected Professor of 
Modern History and Literature, that his remuneration consist of a fixed salary of three 
hundred pounds per annum, together with one-half of the fees paid for attendance 
on lectures, that the Council guarantee a minimum remuneration at the rate of four 
hundred pounds per annum (£400) for the first five years, and that the engagement 
shall be terminable by either party on three months written notice.” 

(9th) Lecturers. That the following gentlemen be elected Lecturers on the 
undermentioned subjects for the first session: 

A. Mathematics and Applied Mechanics 

WR. Bousfield B.A. Cambridge”! 

B. Experimental Physics 

Silvanus P. Thompson B.A. 


‘7 A physician especially remembered for his work in a cholera epidemic; Secretary of the Bristol 
Dispensary for around thirty years; City Sword Bearer 1877-82, in succession to his father. Although 
himself a lifelong sufferer from phthisis, he lived to the age of 84: BMCJ, 19 (1901), p. 173; Beaven, 
Bristol Lists, p. 96. 

* Letts had studied at King’s College, London, Vienna and Berlin; Assistant at Edinburgh since 1872; 
elected Fellow of the Royal Society of Edinburgh 1874; after three years at UCB spent the rest of his 
career at Queen’s University, Belfast. 

* An Edinburgh graduate, Nicol moved to Mason College, Birmingham in 1880, and elected FRSE that 
year; patented the kallitype photographic printing process 1889. 

°° A master at Monkstown School, Co. Antrim, who established a reputation for scholarship by savaging 
J.R. Green’s Short History of the English People (1874); Rowley remained in post until 1905, the last 
survivor of the original UCB staff: Research Survey, p. 25. 

*! 16th Wrangler 1876, and Whitworth Scholar; soon abandoned science to read for the bar, becoming a 
specialist in patent law, though he remained for a while in Clifton working as a private tutor: The Bousfield 
Diaries: A Middle-Class Family in late Victorian Bedford, ed. R. Smart (Bedfordshire Historical Record 
Soc., 86, 2007), p. xxi & passim. 
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C. Political Economy 
P. Hallett M.A.” 
D. Botany and Zoology 
Adolph Leipner 
E. Geology 
E.B. Tawney” 

Remuneration. The remuneration of Messrs Bousfeld, Thompson and Hallett 
respectively to consist of an honorarium of one hundred and fifty pounds (£150) each 
together with one-half of the fees paid for attendance on lectures, their engagement 
to terminate on the thirtieth (30th) day of April 1877. 

The remuneration of Mr Leipner to consist of an honorarium of one hundred 
pounds (£100) and that of Mr Tawney to consist of an honorarium of fifty pounds 
(£50) together with in each case, two-thirds of the fees paid for attendance on 
lectures; a sum of fifteen pounds (£15) in addition to be granted to Mr Tawney for 
the preparation of diagrams, which are to remain the property of the College. 

(10th) Temporary premises. That the premises in Park Row, the property of 
Alderman Edwards, and formerly in the occupation of the Institution for the Deaf 
and Dumb be taken as temporary premises for the College at the yearly rent of fifty 
pounds per annum, and that the Secretary take measures to have the terms of the 
tenancy reduced to writing and laid before the Council for their approval. 

(11th) Porter. That Charles White be appointed resident House Porter at a salary of 
(£100) one hundred pounds per annum payable quarterly, the College to provide such 
gas, water and coal as he may reasonably require for his own use. The engagement to 
be terminable by either party by one month’s (calender [sic] month) written notice. 

(12th) Financial year Ist Octr. That the financial year be deemed to commence on 
the first day of October, in each year, and that the salaries of all officers be calculated 
from that date. 

Finance. That the following sums to be paid to the undermentioned officers for 
their services up to the first day of October 1876. 


Dr Letts 37: 10: [0] 
Mr Nichol [sic] 10: [0]: [0] 
Mr Stock 66: 13: 4 


(13th) Preliminary Arrangement Committee. That the following gentlemen, 
namely the Chairman, Vice Chairman, Treasurer, Dr Caldicott, Mr Carpenter, Mr Coe, 
Dr Gotch, Dr Percival, Mr Schacht and Mr Wm Smith be appointed a Preliminary 
Arrangement Committee, with power to make all such arrangements and to do all 
such things as they may consider necessary for commencing the work of the session 
and the report now read of the same gentlemen as to what they have already done for 
this purpose be adopted and confirmed. 

Report of the same. ‘The gentlemen referred to report that Mr Honey Clerk of the 
Works at the Cathedral, having been appointed to survey and report on the house in 
Park Row, estimated the cost of adapting, cleaning and painting the same at £300 to 
£320 pounds. 


* T.G. Palmer Hallett, a medical student at UCL before turning to economics, on which he would 
publish a number of works; but at UCB he was displaced after a year by Alfred Marshall: Papers and 
Correspondence of William Stanley Jevons, ed. R.D. Collison Black (1972-81), iv, p. 128 n. 1. 

° Self-taught; on the staff of the Bristol Museum since 1872, and much engaged in local research; moved 
to Cambridge in 1878 as Assistant to the Woodwardian Professor, T. McK. Hughes: Geological Magazine, 
10/3 (Mar. 1883), pp. 140-4 (obituary by Hughes). 
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Contracts. Young. That they accordingly entered into a contract with Mr Young of 
Frogmore Street [44] to carry out certain work as per specifications drawn up by Mr 
Honey for the sum of £222. 10. That further work being necessary instructions had 
been given to Mr Honey to order the same to be done and that the whole of the work 
was now nearly completed. 

Contracts. Daltry. That they also had entered into a contract with Mr Daltry 
carpenter, Charles Street [54], to contract chemical work benches and other wood 
work in the Chemical laboratory, lecture room, professor’s room and store room for 
the sum of £142. 

That the plumbing work for the Chemical floor will probably cost £60 but estimates 
are in course of [preperation corrected to] preparation. 

Chemical apparatus. That they had authorised Dr Letts to purchase chemicals 
and chemical apparatus at an estimated cost of £374, and that they had deputed him 
to proceed to Germany at an expense not exceeding ten pounds (£10) to buy such 
portions of the apparatus as are best obtained there. 

That the whole of the carpenter’s work is now in an advanced state and will be 
completed during the current month. 

Physical apparatus. That they had further authorised an expenditure on apparatus 
required for illustrating the lectures on Physical Science of £125; which outlay 
would have been considerably more had not the loan of apparatus been promised to 
the College. 

Secretary's office. That they had ordered oak furniture for the Secretary’s office, 
and table and chairs for the Council room. 

Syllabus. They also report that with the assistance of the professors and lecturers 
a detailed prospectus and syllabus of the lectures has been prepared, a proof copy of 
which lies on the table. 

Advertisements. That they have caused advertisements of the lectures and 
scholarships to be inserted to London, county and local papers and have caused to be 
issued a considerable number of prospectus in the city and neighbourhood. 

That, finally they are now occupied to [sic] preparing the lecture rooms and, in 
carrying out the necessary details for commencing the work of the session.’ 

(14th) Finance Committee. That a Finance Committee consisting of the Chairman, 
Vice Chairman, Treasurer, Mr George and Dr Gotch be appointed with power to 
examine and pay accounts, and to arrange for calling in the subscriptions promised 
and for collecting further money. 

(15th) Clothworkers Co. scheme. That the following scheme in regard to a 
subvention of £525 per annum offered by the Clothworkers Company of London 
and which has been approved by a committee of Stroud manufacturers, and by the 
Clothworkers Company by their letter of August 4th 1876 be accepted (subject to 
revision at the end of one year) and carried into effect. 


Scheme proposed for the appropriation of the subvention of the £525 a year from 
the Worshipful the Company of Clothworkers to University College Bristol. 

Subject to, first: the approval of the Company. Second: the reconsideration of 
some details of the scheme after one year’s trial. 

Ist. Six prizes of two pounds (£2) each awarded as the result of a competitive 
examination in elementary schools in the neighbourhood of Stroud. Such examination 
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to be in the fifth standard for the first year, but in the sixth standard for future years.” 
One-half (£1) the prize to be paid at once, the remainder to be conditional upon 
attendance on one of the forthcoming courses of local lectures (Chemical or Textile). 
The admission of the six successful scholars to be free. 

2nd. A bonus of £1 to be given to the master of the school where the successful 
candidate was taught. 

3rd. At the end of the course of lectures, another competitive examination to be 
held open to students who have attended either course of local lectures. 

First prize, an exhibition of £50 tenable for one year, the scholar to be at least 
seventeen (17) years of age, and to proceed to University College Bristol. 

Second and third prizes £4 each. 

Four prizes of £2 each. 

Book prizes amounting to £5 (five pounds). 

The examination papers to be set by, and the examinations generally conducted 
under the auspices of University College Bristol. 

It is thought that these exhibitions may be worked in connection with the Science 
and Art Department, who will give exhibitions of £5 for the first year, and £10 for the 
second year when a like local sum is contributed. 

4th. A contribution of twenty pounds towards the local courses at Stroud. 

N.B. the Stroud committee think this sum not sufficient. 

5th. The remainder of the money to be appropriated somewhat as follows: 

Towards the stipends of the Professor of Chemistry §and his assistant, the latter of 
whom, under the direction of the Professor, shall deliver at Stroud each year a course 
of say twenty lectures upon the chemical principles applied to the clothworking 
industry, to be illustrated by experiments &c.— £200. 

Travelling expenses — [£]20. 

Towards the stipend and expenses of a Textile lecturer, who shall deliver a similar 
course, each course to extend over say four months — £150. 

Leaving for the general purposes of the College about [£]46. 

Note. This sum of £46 will be lessened by the fees of those admitted ‘free’ to 
lectures. 


Abstract of scheme. 


1. Six elementary school prizes 12 
2. Six bonuses 6 
3. One scholarship 50 
Two prizes of £4 each 8 
Four prizes of £2 each 8 
Book prizes 5 

4. Contribution to Stroud local expenses 20 
5. Chemical lecturer & expenses 220 
Textile lecturer and expenses 150 
General purposes 46 
£525 


* The 1876 Elementary Education Act (39 & 40 Vict. c. 79) gave force to a new Code defining such 
standards. 
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It is understood that the scheme is to be worked by the Council of University 
College Bristol, by whom the lecturers will be engaged, but that they will be assisted 
in doing so by the advice and co-operation of the committee of manufacturers at 
Stroud. 

The above arrangement is proposed for one year, but is subject to modification 
whenever any other towns than Stroud wish to join the scheme. 


(16th) Medical School agreement. Seal to be affixed. That the seal of the College 
be affixed to the agreement with the Medical School referred to in the Articles of 
Association of the College. 

(17th) Scholarships. That the following scholarships be offered by the Council in 
October, tenable for one year. 

One Chemical scholarship, value £25. 

Three general scholarships, value £15 each. 

And that the offer of four general scholarships for women made by the Clifton 
Association for the Higher Education of Women be accepted. 

That the subjects of examination for the Chemical scholarships be: 

Ist. A qualifying examination in English grammar and composition and 
elementary Mathematics. 

2nd. A special competitive examination, both written and practical, in 

Chemistry. 

That the subjects of examination for the general scholarships be: 

English grammar and composition and elementary Mathematics. 

That in addition to these, each candidate to be expected to offer at least one subject 
from the following list but shall not be allowed to offer more than three: (1) Latin (2) 
French (3rd) German (4) some period of English history (5) some period of English 
literature (6) Chemistry or (7) some other branch of Natural Science (8) some portion 
of higher Mathematics (9) Political Economy (10) Physical and Political Geography 
of Europe. 

That every elected scholar be required to attend the full course of day lectures and 
classes in not less than three subjects. That the Chemical scholar be required to make 
Chemistry one of the subjects, and also to attend the Laboratory not less than three 
days a week. 

That the examinations for scholarships begin on Tuesday the 3rd October at 10 
o’clock, at the College. 

That the minimum age for candidates be fixed at sixteen. [P 58] 

(18th) Classical lectureship. Committee to appoint. That the Master of Balliol 
College, Professor Stuart, Professor H.J.S. Smith, Revd Hereford B. George and the 
Revd Dr Gotch be appointed a committee to make enquiries and recommend to the 
Council one or more candidates for the lectureship in the Classical languages, history 
and literature. 

(19th). Medical School. Electoral body. That for the purposes of filling up the 
vacancy in the Faculty of the Medical School caused by the death of Dr Martyn,” Dr 
Caldicott, Mr Lewis Fry and Mr Wm Proctor Baker be chosen as representatives of 
the Council, members of the electoral body constituted by clause (6) of the agreement 
between the College and the Faculty. 


°° On 27 July. 
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(20th). Land. Committee on terms. That the Chairman, Vice-Chairman and Mr 
Coe be appointed a committee to consider and report upon the terms of the contract 
for the purchase of the piece of land in Tyndalls Park intended as the permanent site 
for the College. 

Cancelled see below. [Entry struck through: That the Educational Board be deemed 
to consist of the Professors of Chemistry and of Modern History and Literature, and 
that the lecturers elected for the session act as assessors to confer with the professors 
on such subjects as may be necessary. ] 

(22nd) That this meeting be adjourned to 4 o’clock p.m. on Monday the 18th at the 
same place. 

[Added] (21st) Educational Board. That for the present session the lecturers be 
requested to act as assessors to the members of the Educational Board for the purpose 
of conferring upon the business of the Board. 


[UBSC, DM 506/57, pp. 1-11 (MS); marginal headings (here italic) repositioned; 
running heads and guide-words omitted.] 


[57] 18 September 1876. Conclusion of deferred first meeting 
18th September 1876 


At the adjourned meeting of the Council held this day as appointed. 
Present. Mr Lewis Fry in the chair. 


Revd Dr Caldicott Revd Dr Percival 
Mr Carpenter Mr Wm Smith 
Mr Coe. 


23. Prospectus. Syllabus. It was resolved that the detailed prospectus and syllabus 
as amended by the Council be printed and circulated. 

That the abridged prospectus as amended be also printed and extensively circulated 
and that the Secretary be directed to obtain assistance in directing the same. 

Advertisement. That the following advertisement be inserted in the local papers 
every day: 

University College Bristol. 

The first session will begin Tuesday Oct. 10th 1876. Tickets of admission to the 
lectures and classes may be obtained on and after Octr. Ist between the hours of 9.30 
and 12 o’clock, at the Secretary’s office, Park Row. 


[signed] Lewis Fry 
[UBSC, DM 506/57, p. 12 (MS).] 
[58] 5 October 1876. UCB Preliminary Arrangement Committee minutes 


October 5th 1876 
Preliminary Arrangement Committee. 
Present: Mr Baker in the chair 
Dr Percival, Mr Schacht, Mr Coe. 
The day time [i.e. timetable] was amended and altered in form and ordered to be 
printed and circulated. 
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The Secretary reported that the Council of the Museum and Library had granted 
the use of a room in the Library for Mr Tawney to delivery [sic] his Geological 
lectures in, and also the use of specimens from the Museum for illustration. 

It was resolved that: 

The Honorary Secretaries of the Clifton Association for the Higher Education of 
Women be at liberty to attend the lecture rooms and the ladies’ classes whenever they 
found it convenient. 

That the Physical and Mathematical rooms be fitted with desks for the use of 
students and the necessary drawing tables be provided for the Drawing classes. 

That the Professor’s private room be supplied with desks or cupboards as they 
might approve, and stop taps be placed on the water and gas supply to the laboratory, 
with other alterations as desirable. 

That free passes be given to persons desirous of attending the first lecture in each 
course, as far as the rooms would allow. 

The Educational Board presented their report of the results of the examinations 
held for conferring scholarships offered by the Council and the Clifton Association 
for the Higher Education of Women: 

That twelve students had presented themselves for examination for the general 
scholarships namely seven ladies and five men, and three students for examination 
for the Chemical scholarship. 

That from the latter they had selected as Chemical scholar: 

John E. Baker, Cumberland Road. 
With a recommendation to attend lecture in English. 

From the former they had selected as general scholars: 

. Miss Amy Bell. 

. — Emily Pakeman. 

. — Marian Pease.”° 

. — Rotta Thomas. 

. Mr F.W. Stoddart.”’ 

. Miss Alice Meadon. 

. — Eleanor Killand. 
With the condition that Miss Bell, Miss Meadon and Miss Killand attend the 
elementary Mathematical lectures. 

It was resolved that: 

The names of the lady scholars be sent, in their order of merit, to the Honorary 
Secretaries of the Association for the Higher Education of Women with a request that 
they select and report to the Council the names of the scholars they prefer. 

[Signed] F.N. Budd, Chairman Octr 16th/76. 


NYDN WNe 


[UBSC, DM 506/7, p. 54-6 (MS).] 


The Preliminary Arrangement Committee held its final meeting on 30 October: 
UBSC, DM 506/7, pp. 61-22 


°° Niece of Albert and Lewis Fry; joined the teaching staff and appointed first Mistress of Method at the 
Day Training College for teachers 1892: ODNB; memoir on CD. 

*’ Passed the London University Preliminary MB 1877; succeeded his father as Bristol’s Public Analyist 
1880: LMR, 5 (1877), p. 390; Large, MGB, p. 118; WDP, 18 Apr 1916 (obituary); see also 420 below. 
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[59] 7 October 1876. Sylvanus Thompson to his father 


October 7th, 1876. 
My dear father, 

Before I go down to the College to work at my apparatus there, I must write a few 
lines, or else I fear I shall get nothing done to-day. My lecture-room (which I share 
with the Mathematics) is ready at last, and I have got already full cupboards, though 
there yet remains a heap of things to unpack. 

My first lecture will be on Wednesday at 11 o’clock. Evening lectures don’t begin 
until the 16th, and I have to give an hour on Tuesdays and Thursdays. I have a fair 
promise of attendance. Sundry young ladies for the morning course, and several 
clever young fellows. Amongst them is a Richardson of Newcastle, a nephew of Dr 
Tuke,”* who is here to study with Dr Letts. I have also some men who have taken 
the Whitworth Scholarships,” and one of them has been through a Mathematical and 
Chemical course at Owens. Tant mieux. 

Scholarship examinations are over, the robes came just in time. Thanks very much 
for them. The hood, lined with white silk 4 la convocation, looks very nice.'° 

I have not yet unpacked the electrical machines, because my store-room in the 
basement is not yet ready, and as it is rather damp, I have not been sorry to wait till 
it is a little dryer. 

I dined on Tuesday at Clifton College, the whole staff being invited to meet the Mayor 
of Bristol.'°' We had a gorgeous set-out and a stately dinner. I sat next to Miss Catherine 
Winkworth, the authoress of many hymns, Lyra Germanica, translated from the German.'” 
After the dinner we adjourned to the lesser Colston Hall, where there was a prize-giving by 
the Mayor and Dean, of the South Kensington prizes to evening classes.'°’ On Wednesday 
I dined simpliciter (at 6 p.m.) with Francis J. Fry (a member of the Council),'“ and we 
looked at a lot of his apparatus afterwards, and had a pleasant time together. 

Thursday evening was yet another dinner — people wanted to get them over before 
College begins — at Mr Carpenter’s pretty little villa near the Downs.'” I was the only 
non-Bristolian — evidently meant to be the lion of the evening — to accomplish which 
unexpected part I put forth my endeavours, and found the company agreeable and 
intelligent; we had much chat and little music until about 11 p.m. This dinner too was 
ceremonious, and the table was decorated most beautifully with flowers. 


[Thompson and Thompson, Thompson, pp. 33-4 (extract as printed).] 


°*S Daniel Hack Tuke, Quaker physician; his grandfather William was a founder of the York school run 
by Thompson’s father and attended by Sylvanus [34]. Arthur Richardson returned as assistant to William 
Ramsay [153]. 

®» Established by the engineer Sir Joseph Whitworth in 1868. 

' London BAs could take white silk after three years for a small fee: Willson, Univ. of London, pp. 20-1. 
Thompson had himself photographed with the hood carefully splayed to show the lining: Thompson & 
Thompson, Thompson, facing p. 34. 

'' A. Jones. 

Among her lyrics was ‘Now thank we all our God’; since 1870 Secretary of the Clifton Committee 
for the Advancement of Higher Education for Women; lived in Cornwallis Crescent with her sister and 
collaborator Susanna; two scholarships were founded at UCB in her memory; monument in the Cathedral: 
Memorials of Two Sisters: Susanna and Catherine Winkworth, ed. M. Shaen (1908), esp, pp. 260-1, 309; 
ODNB. 

‘3 Prizes awarded by the Science and Art Department. 

'* First cousin of Lewis and his brothers; not in fact yet on the Council. 

'5 ‘Winifred House, 110 Pembroke Place: Directory (1876), p. 176. 
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[60] 10 October 1876. John Addington Symonds to his daughter Charlotte 


Oct: 10. 1876. 
My dearest Charlotte, 

We got home all right yesterday. 

I find that the Council scholarships were thrown open to both sexes. Five young 
men, seven young women applied. One of the former qualified; six of the latter 
[57]. Of the women chosen one or two (as yet uncertain) do not mean to hold 
them. I believe the Council are rather vexed at this female preponderance, and 
Miss Winkworth says she is being asked whether “Bristol has not opened a new 
college for women’. 

I went today to a lecture by the History Professor Mr Rowley. It was the first lecture 
of the new University College. The audience consisted almost entirely of women. 
This shows that the work of our Association for the Higher Education of Women has 
really done something in the place; but for the interests of the new College I hardly 
think it satisfactory. 

We have both returned the better for our visits. We enjoyed being with you so very 
much. 

Everymostaff [sic], 

JAS. 


[UBSC, DM 188/2/28 (holograph); printed Symonds, Letters, ii, pp. 434-5 .] 
[61] 13 October 1876. Sylvanus Thompson to his father 


October 13th, 1876. 
On Sunday last I walked over to Westbury and spent the afternoon with Edward 
Grubb, and attended with him, in the evening, the Redland meeting.'°° On Monday 
I was busy with preparations all day for my opening lecture, which I found was 
expected to be a set-piece. 

On Tuesday morning [/Oth] the College opened, Mr Bousfield giving a quiet 
ordinary mathematical lecture at 9 a.m. We had not a grand inaugural field day — the 
Council, in spite of our gentle suggestions, not seeing their way to this. However, the 
opening address by Professor Rowley (on Modern History) was understood to be the 
opening, and at 11 o’clock the largest of our lecture rooms was packed. 

We had a very interesting lecture, the subject being chiefly a glorification of the 
advantages to be derived from the study of History. Towards the close the Professor 
made a smart attack on the popular idea of the culture to be derived from the study 
of natural science, of which I instantly ‘made a note’. The audience were pleased 
with the lecture, and I was congratulated by Mrs Percival and Miss Winkworth on 
the rap I had got. I laughed and said I should see about that. In the evening I was to 
dine with the Misses Winkworth. Miss Catherine Winkworth, poetess, and active 
supporter of the Female Educational Movement, is a lively and very affable lady 
of some five and forty years. Her elder sister must be some years her senior. There 
was also a married sister present, a Mrs Collie, also her husband;'’’ Professor 


'6 A Friends’ meeting; Grubb was a Quaker activist and writer; like Thompson, he had been at Bootham 
School as pupil then teacher. 

'°7 John and Selina Collie; their son John Norman, at this time a Clifton day boy, progressed via UCB to 
metaphorical eminence in Chemistry and actual heights as a mountaineer: CCR, p. 57; ODNB. 
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Blackburn of Oxford,'°’ Frank Tuckett of Frenchay,'” and Dr Beddoe, F.R.S., etc. 
Dinner was ceremonious but good, and between Mrs Collie and Dr Beddoe I had 
some pleasant conversation. 

On Wednesday morning I had to re-cast the end of my address so as to answer 
Professor Rowley’s remarks. I arranged also to have a few experiments. At 11 a.m. 
the large lecture-room was considerably more than half full, about 90 to 100 persons 
being present. Followed by Lewis Fry, Dr Caldicott, Mr Shacht [sic], etc., etc., I 
solemnly entered the room, robed and hooded, and took my place. 

My lecture, which I timed for one hour, took just sixty-three minutes to deliver, 
and the experiments were very successful — as I meant them to be. I had little 
applauses several times, and a good round at the end. Lewis Fry and Mr Shacht [sic] 
came afterwards to thank me personally. I hear that it was thought quite a success 
as an address; and that my answer to Rowley was at once complete and quiet. In 
the evening was a soirée at the Museum, I exhibited several bits of apparatus, and 
contrived in the intervals to get a good deal of chat with sundry people — Dr Percival, 
Dr Beddoe, Dr Shingleton Smith, Dr Tilden.'° The affair was a great success, over 
800 tickets having been sold. 

This morning was my second lecture, I had twenty-two students present, the 
nucleus with which I start work. 

We are to have an inauguration of the evening classes at which I am to speak — but 
my first evening lecture will be on Tuesday. I am quite falling steadily into the work 
of the College, and am enjoying it thoroughly. My colleague, Mr Bousfield, I like 
more and more. He has a capital knowledge of Physics, and we have many a chat 
together. We hope to do a little research together by and bye — if we have time, that 
is. 

Iam astonished how much easier it is to me to lecture now than it was at York. No 
doubt the number of lectures I have heard during last year, and the utter attention of 
my students has something to do with it. The apparatus is now very nearly all here, 
and looks very nice — only I wish we had a little more of it. I am afraid I shall a little 
exceed the allotted sum, but hope it will not be so. Another year, if the lectures of 
the present term are successful I shall be sure of another grant. The stingiest of the 
Council — or I should say the most cautious — remarked how nice it looked. I instantly 
turned upon him afraid to lose so good a chance of working the point — the procuring 
of some additional apparatus. ‘That, Mr Thompson, must depend on the results of the 
present session’, was the rebuke I received. 


[Thompson and Thompson, Thompson, pp. 34-5 (extract as printed, save a final 
paragraph of family talk, and editorial interpolations).] 


‘8 Hugh Blackburn, who was actually Professor of Mathematics at Glasgow 1849-79. 

' Farmer, leather factor and another mountaineer. 

10 William Augustus Tilden, DSc (Lond); Chemistry master at Clifton 1872-80; FRS 1880; first Professor 
of Chemistry at Mason College, Birmingham, and then at the Royal College of Science; knighted 1909: 
CCR, p. li; ODNB. 
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[62] 1 December 1876. Sylvanus Thompson to his father 


December Ist, 1876. 
My dear father, 

[After family matters] On Tuesday we ransacked the garrets of the Museum, and 
found an ocean of fine apparatus. Two glorious air pumps (one must have cost £60) 
in good condition, but more than an inch deep in dust, and quite forgotten. Also 70 
cells of Wollaston’s battery. A large plate-glass electric machine. A battery of 12 
Leyden jars, each of 2 gallon size! — and an Attwood’s machine worth at least £50 
at the present moment, besides a lot of lesser apparatus.'"' 

I shall have the opportunity of using all of these things for my Christmas lectures, 
and they are literally ‘a find’; but there will be some red tape to go through before 
they can be used for the lectures of the College course — if indeed they can be got at 
all for that. You should have seen the figures that Jack and I cut amongst the dust. 

As to the Christmas lectures, everything seems to promise favourably. There are 
but 350 seats in the Lecture Theatre — which is a capital room for the purpose. More 
than 130 tickets have been already sold, already expenses are cleared. Francis J. Fry 
is delighted with the outlook. 

I now have fifty-two students, morning and evening together. A most successful 
beginning. I am beginning to think seriously whether I shall not try for the D.Sc. 
examination next June. The thing is worth doing undoubtedly, but it will require every 
spare moment, from the time my lectures are over, until the day of the examination. 
Then there is the question in which branch shall I attempt it? Either Electricity and 
Magnetism, or Physical Optics and Sound, or Physical Optics and Heat? 


[Thompson and Thompson, Thompson, pp. 36-7 (extract as printed).] 


[63] 28 February 1877. Clothworkers’ Company, Trusts and General 
Superintendence Committee minutes 


University College, Bristol. Textile fabrics instructor, Stroud. The Court will be 
pleased to hear that Mr Ashenhurst, now of Bradford and formerly of Stroud,''” has 
been selected and approved (subject to the confirmation of the Company) for the 
position of lecturer and instructor in the textile industries (mechanical) department 
at Stroud for the remainder of the College session, and he will commence to give 
12 weekly lectures at Stroud on Saturdays early next month. The syllabus will be 
settled by the Stroud committee acting under Mr Beaumont’s experienced advice. 
This tentative course can be reviewed when the question of renewing the grant comes 
before the Company at the close of the session. 

Resolved: That the Court be recommended to confirm the proceedings of the 
Bristol and Stroud committees. 


[Clothworkers’ Co. Archives, CL/B/2/9, p. 207 (MS).] 


' GH. Wollaston’s battery (c. 1810) improved durability by allowing its zinc plates to be raised from 
the acid when not in use. George Atwood’s machine (1784) demonstrated Newton’s second law of motion 
with counter-balanced weights. 

' Thomas Rutherford Ashenhurst, author of A Practical Treatise on Weaving and Designing of Textile 
Fabrics (London and Huddersfield, 1885), Lectures on Practical Weaving (Huddersfield, 1895) and other 
works. 


Section I: Connecting a) 


[64] 11 May 1877. Council minutes 


Council meeting. May 11th 1877. 
Present: Mr Budd in the chair 


Mr Fry Dr Percival!" 

— Baker Mr Jowett 

Dr Caldicott Mr George 

Mr Carpenter Prof. Smith 

Mr Coe Mr Schacht 
Dr Tibbits. 


The minutes of the last meeting held March 18th were [read] and with the omission 
of the last, confirmed. 

Local Executive Committee Report. The Local Executive Committee presented the 
following report. 


Since the last meeting of the Council the Committee has met once, at which the 
following business was transacted which they now report. 

Stroud. A circular drawn up by the Stroud Committee for distribution in and about 
that neighbourhood respecting the Chemical and Textile lectures was discussed, and 
the desirability of one scale of fees being adopted, instead of scales for higher and 
lower classes of persons, was directed to be pointed out. 

Finance. An expenditure of £20 for apparatus and £10 for an assistant at Stroud 
illustrating the Chemical lectures was authorised. 

Time table. A time table and syllabus for the 3rd term was ordered to be printed and 
circulated, and advertisements of the lectures to be delivered was [sic] also ordered 
to be inserted in the local papers. 

Finance. The Treasurer was authorised to sign cheques for salaries, fees and 
accounts due amounting to the sum of £1017. 8.7. 

Resolved: That the report of the Local Executive Committee now read be received 
and adopted. 

Council. Privy Council Representation. The Chairman was request[ed] to take the 
necessary steps to obtain the appointment of a representative of the Privy Council on 
the Council, and to write to Mr Morley and request him to inform Lord Sandon that 
the appointment of Mr Froude as the representative of the Privy Council would be 
acceptable to the Council of the College.''* 

Educational Board. A letter received from the Educational Board was read. 

“At a meeting of the Educational Board held on May 5th the following resolution 
was passed, which I am requested to ask you to lay before the Council at their next 
meeting. 

That the Educational Board desire to urge upon the Council the necessity of issuing 
a sessional report and Calendar of the educational progress of the College, including 


"3 Percival invited Jowett to stay with him on this occasion, hoping to introduce him to the Clifton 
College mission chaplain, H.D. Rawnsley: Percival to Rawnsley, 1 May (Editor’s collection). 

‘4 William Froude, FRS, engineer and marine architect, sometime associated with I.K. Brunel. For 
Samuel Morley, MP see 17 above. Viscount Sandon was Vice-President of the Committee on Education. 
On 25 July the UCB Council heard that the Lord President had nominated Froude, who had accepted the 
position: UBSC, DM 506/57, p. 48. Froude died two years later. 
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the prospectus for the coming College year; lists of members of the Council, staff 
of the College and Medical School, and of donors to the College; table of fees and 
times of the lectures; examination papers of the [preceeding corrected to] preceding 
session and general register of the College and Medical School. And the Educational 
Board requests to be empowered to prepare such report and Calendar for the ensuing 
session. 

(signed E.A. Letts, Secretary, Ed. Board.)’ 

Calendar. Resolved: That the Educational Board be requested to prepare a report 
and Calendar as mentioned in their letter of May 5th and to submit the same for the 
approval of the Council for publication." 

Principal. The appointment and salary of a Principal was discussed. 

It was resolved: That it is desirable to appoint a Principal. 

That candidates be invited to apply by public advertisements. 

That the committee appointed to consider the appointment of a Principal be 
requested to frame an advertisement and advertise in such papers as they might think 
fit. 

Salary 250. 1/6 fees. Guaranteed £200. That the remuneration of the Principal be 
as follows. 

(1st) A fixed stipend of [£200 corrected to] £250 a year.'"° 

(2) The sixth of all the fees (exclusive of the medical fees) guaranteed to produce 
not less than £200 a year. 

If the Principal should also hold a professorship he should receive in addition. 

(3) [£200 corrected to] £150 a year as a professorial stipend. 

(4) One half of the fees of his class. 

The arrangement to be liable to reconsideration as soon as the income of the 
Principalship shall exceed £1000 a year. 

Investment. Resolved: That the sum of £2500 be invested out of the funds of 
the College in the names of the Chairman the Vice Chairman and the Treasurer as 
trustees of the College, in such securities authorised by the clause 59 of the Articles 
of Association of the College as they shall think proper. 

Botanical excursions. To assist in the instruction of the Botanical class it was 
resolved: That the Chairman be requested to address the proprietors of property in 
the neighbourhood with a view to their granting permission to the lecturer on Botany 
to take his class on to their respective properties for the purpose of field botanizing. 

Medical School. Classes to be held at the College. The representatives of the 
Medical School having pointed out the restricted accommodation at their premises 
and asked for room at the College. 

Resolved: That the application for the use of lecture rooms at the College by the 
Medical School be granted and that the details be referred to the House Committee. 

Chemistry. Stroud. Remuneration to Professor. The question of Professor Letts’ 
renumeration at Stroud having been discussed, the Secretary was directed to inform 
him that % of the fees of students who attend his class would be paid to him. 

Resolved: That the next meeting of the Council be summoned for Wednesday, July 
25th. 


"' University College Bristol: Calendar, 1877-8 was duly printed by Arrowsmith of Quay Street, 
inaugurating that firm’s enduring association with UCB and the University: 1854-1954: Arrowsmith 
(Bristol, 1955), pp. 14-16. 

"6 This correction and that in (3) must be of copying errors rather than representing revised figures. 
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Divinity. A letter from Canon Norris respecting Divinity lectures was read.'"’ 
Finance. The financial position of the College was laid before the Council, 
showing: 


Receipts to present date 12,848. 8. 10 
Expenditure including investments 9282. 18. [0] 
Liabilities about 1200. [0]. [0] 


[signed] F.N. Budd, Chairman July 25th 1877. 
[UBSC, DM 506/57, pp. 42-5 (MS).] 


[65] 30 May 1877. Clothworkers’ Company, Trusts and General 
Superintendence Committee minutes 


Read a letter from Mr William Lant Carpenter reporting progress in the matter of the 
Stroud chemical and textile lectures. Dr Letts the Professor of Chemistry however 
experiences some difficulties in going to and fro, the trains being inconvenient 
and much time and money being lost to him as a consequence. There is also some 
complaint of insufficient facilities in the way of lecturing apparatus &c. 

The Committee will take occasion to review the working of the present 
arrangements at the close of the session. 


[Clothworkers’ Co. Archives, CL/B/2/9, p. 262 (MS).] 
[66] 1 June 1877. Bristol Medical School, Faculty minutes 


Ordinary Meeting, | June 1877. 
Members present. Present Dr Swayne (in the chair), Dr Spencer, Messrs Coe, Leipner, 
Coomber, Atchley, Keall, and the Secretary; after 8, Mr Dobson. 

[Minutes.] 

Letter proposing incorporation with U.C.B. The following letter was read: 

“To the Secretary of the Bristol Medical School. 

Dear Sir, 

We are anxious to obtain from our colleagues at the Medical School a decided 
expression of opinion as to the advisability of complete incorporation of the School 
with University College. At the same time we are indisposed to occupy the time 
of our meetings in useless discussions, and if it is clear that a sufficient number of 
our colleagues — i.e. more than one third — are opposed to incorporation, it would 
obviously be useless for us to propose it. 

We shall feel obliged if you will bring this letter before the meeting to be held 
this evening and obtain a definite opinion on this subject. Should this opinion be 
in favour of our proposition, we request you to summon a special meeting of the 
Faculty of the School when we will move: 

That negotiations be immediately opened with the Council of University College 
with a view to the incorporation of the Medical School with that institution. 


"7 John Pilkington Norris, Canon of Bristol from 1864; Vicar of St George’s, Brandon Hill 1870-7, 
then of St Mary Redcliffe; Archdeacon of Bristol 1881; a high-churchman regularly at odds with the 
evangelical Dean Elliot: Bettey, ‘Contrasting clerics’, pp. 196, 202-13. 
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We are, yours faithfully, 
signed [brace] R.W. Tibbits 
Wm H. Spencer 
R. Shingleton Smith 
H. Waldo. 
June Ist 1877. 
Resolution thereon. It was moved by Dr Skerritt,''® seconded by Mr Atchley, and 
resolved unanimously: 
That as no member of the Faculty present is prepared to bring forward a proposition 
in favour of incorporation, the meeting pass on to the next business. 


[UBSC, DM 506/60 (MS).] 
[67] 6 June 1877. R.F. Tibbits to the Secretary of the Medical School 


1 Pembroke Road, Clifton. June 6/77. 
Dear Mr Burder, 

I have shown to Drs Spencer, Smith and Waldo your letter of June 2nd. We do not 
consider that the resolution of the Faculty [66] — a copy of which you send us — is a 
‘decided expression of opinion’ upon the proposition we asked you to bring before 
them. 

We must therefore request you to summon at an early day a special meeting of the 
Faculty of the School when we will attend and bring forward a resolution proposing 
the complete incorporation of the Bristol Medical School with University College. 

Believe me, yours faithfully, 

(signed) R.W. Tibbits. 


[UBSC, DM 506/60 (MS copy in Medical School minutes). ] 


This letter having being read at a special meeting of the Faculty on 8 June, a 
further meeting was arranged for the 15th. 


[68] 15 June 1877. Bristol Medical School, Faculty minutes 


Special Meeting 15 June 1877. 
Members present. Present Dr Swayne (in the chair), Drs Spencer, Smith, Waldo, 
Skerritt, Messs Coe, Leipner, Coombes, Tibbits, Atchley, Dobson, and the Secretary. 

[Minutes.] 

Resolution on incorporation. Mr Tibbits proposed and Dr Spencer seconded the 
following resolution: 

That as a serious difference of opinion exists amongst the Faculty of the School, 
it is advisable to meet such difference by placing the management of the School in 
the hands of the Council of University College, and that negotiations be immediately 
opened with the Council of the College with a view to complete incorporation by 
October next. 


"8 Physician at the General Hospital from 1875 until his death in 1907; BMS Lecturer 1875-1905, and 
Secretary in succession to Burder; Professor and Dean of the Faculty of Medicine at UCB when full 
amalgamation was achieved in 1893; sometime Treasurer of the BMA: BMJ, 11 May 1907, pp. 1157-60; 
BMCJ, 25 (1907), pp. 97-108; Munk’s Roll, iv, p. 309. 
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Lost. This resolution, on being put to the vote was lost, 4 voting for it (viz. Mr 
Tibbits, Dr Spencer, Dr Smith and Dr Waldo) and 8 voting against it (viz. Dr Swayne, 
Mr Coe, Mr Leipner, Mr Coomber, Mr Atchley, Mr Dobson, Dr Skerritt, and the 
Secretary). 


[UBSC, DM 506/60 (MS).] 
[69] 25-26 July 1877. Council minutes 


[After other business] Principalship. The testimonials of the selected list of 
candidates for the Principalship were read. Mr Everett'!? having intimated in a letter 
to the Council that he would not be in a position to positively offer himself previous 
to the 8th of August, was declared out of the field. The remaining five gentlemen 
having appeared before the Council and their qualifications having been carefully 
considered, Alfred Marshall M.A. of St John’s College Cambridge was elected to 
the office. 

[Adjournment to following day.] 

Thursday, July 26th 

Election of Mr Marshall Principal. The Council reassembled at 9 o’clock a.m. It 
was proposed, seconded and resolved that: 

Alfred Marshall M.A. Fellow and Lecturer of St Johns College Cambridge 
be elected Principal of University College Bristol on the terms set forth in the 
advertisement and memorandum issued by the Council and dated the 14th day of 
May 1877.'” Copies of which follow: 


[Printed] 
The Council is prepared to receive applications for the office of Principal of the College, 
which has now been open for one session. The duty of the Principal will be to superintend the 
general working of the College; he may also hold a Professorship. The income of the Principal 
will be partly dependent on fees, but is guaranteed to amount to £500 a year, with at least £200 
a year in addition if he holds a Professorship. 

Applications with testimonials or references should be sent to the Secretary not later than 
June 20th. 

For further information apply to Edward Stock, M.R.C.S. Eng., Secretary. 

[MS] May 14th 1877. 


[Printed] 
The duties of the Principal are defined in the Articles of Association of the College as follows: 
Art. 96. The Principal shall be ex officio Chairman of the Educational Board, and the organ 
of communication with the Council. 
N.B. The Educational Board consists of the Principal and Professors, other than those of the 
Medical School, and one representative appointed by the Medical School. Their duties are to 
organize and direct the education in the College under the control of the Council. 


Joseph David Everett, Professor of Mathematics at Queen’s University, Belfast since 1867, and 
sometime assistant to Hugh Blackburn at Glasgow [60]; in the event Everett remained at QUB until 
retirement in 1897: ODNB. 

20 Marshall was Second Wrangler in 1865; obliged to vacate his Fellowship on marriage; remained 
Principal to 1881; after a period as Fellow of Balliol, he returned to Cambridge as Professor of Political 
Economy in 1885; published his seminal Principles of Economics 1890; an original FBA 1902. His Bristol 
years necessarily occupy little space in an extensive literature: P. Groenwegen, A Soaring Eagle: Alfred 
Marshall 1842-1942 (1995); Correspondence, ed. J.K. Whitaker (Cambridge, 1996); ODNB; &c. 
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Art. 97. The Principal shall be responsible to the Council for the discipline and progress of 
the students, each Professor being responsible to the Principal for his own department. 

Art. 98. The Principal shall have the sole power of suspending or dismissing students 
without the concurrence of any other member of the Educational Board. 

Art. 99. The Principal shall present to the Council at the close of each session a report 
showing the condition of the College in all its parts. 

The Principal would therefore be expected to reside during the College terms, and to 
conduct examinations from time to time. The annual income of the Principal will be made up 
as follows: 

1. A fixed sum of £250. 
2. A sixth of all fees paid by students, exclusive of Medical students. 

If he also hold a Professorship: 

4. A fixed sum of £150. 
4. One half of all fees paid by his classes. 

The Council guarantees that the total income shall not be less than £700, of the Principal 
hold a Professorship, or £500 if he does not. 

If the total income should at any future time exceed £1,000 per annum, the Council reserve 
the right of making some fresh arrangement. 

There are only two permanent Professorships, those of Chemistry and Modern History 
and Literature, which could not at present be held with the Professorship. All other branches 
of teaching have been entrusted for the first session to lecturers, appointed temporarily. The 
Lecturer on Physics has been re-appointed for the session 1877-78. 

The session will be divided into three terms. The terms for the session 1876-1877 were as 
follows: 

The first term from October the 2nd to December the 20th. 

The second term from January the 10th to the end of March. 

The third term from April the 10th to the end of July. 

These dates are subject to revision as regards future sessions. 


May 14th, 1877. Edward Stock, M.R.C:S. Eng., Secretary. 


[MS] Political Economy .That Alfred Marshall M.A. be elected Professor of Political 
Economy on the terms set forth in the above advertisement and memorandum. 


[UBSC, DM 506/57, pp. 48-50 (MS with printed papers impasted).] 


[70] 31 October 1877. Clothworkers’ Company, Trusts and General 
Superintendence Committee minutes 


University College, Bristol. 

The Committee beg also to report that the Master and the Governors representing 
the Company in the management of University College, Bristol, had been down 
to make an inspection of the College and its arrangements for carrying out the 
Company’s intentions for the provision of technical instruction for the clothworkers 
of Stroud. 

The deputation had the privilege of attending an address given by the Dean of 
Westminster’! to the students and friends of the College, and the Principal, Mr 
Alfred Marshall, conducted the deputation through the building and explained the 
programme and course of study. There is a large element of female students which 
has its advantages as well as anxieties in forecasting the success of the College, the 


"I Arthur Penrhyn Stanley, FRS; he had taught Jowett at Balliol. 
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former perhaps predominating on the balance of considerations, and the deputation 
cannot doubt that time and money will make Bristol as well as the Leeds College a 
realised success and that the claims of technical education will be fully represented 
in the management. 

The Court has already received an exhaustive report on the results of the Stroud 
experiment last year. Professor Letts, the Professor of Chemistry, will deliver a 
course of 20 lectures on the chemical principles involved in the dyeing and scouring 
of wool, during the terms of the sessional year and an examination will be held at the 
close of the course when an exhibition and prizes will be completed for. 

It has been likewise intended to have a course of lectures delivered on the 
mechanical processes involved in the manufacture of cloth but it has hitherto been 
found impossible to secure a suitable successor to Mr Ashenhurst [63]. 

The deputation experienced personal exemplification of the difficulties and 
inconveniences of access between Stroud and Bristol.'”” 

The textile lectures have been delivered in an inconvenient apartment attached 
to Mr Marling’s Ebley Mills'”? which the deputation inspected with great interest. 
It cannot be denied that the problem of technical instruction for the Stroud valley 
must be worked out with patience and that considerable apathy as well as trade and 
political jealousies exist calculated to defer the full realisation of the Company’s 
beneficent intentions here. 

At the same time the deputation recommend the Company not only to prosecute but 
extend the present experiment in Bradford and Trowbridge on a suitable opportunity. 

The Court should be gratified to know how much interest and appreciation has 
been excited in the West of England by the Company’s action at Bristol. 

The deputation had the pleasure of lunching with the Society of Merchant Venturers 
—a guild of high repute and public spirit — and this was one of the most agreeable and 
not least useful episode[s] of their visit to Bristol. 


[Clothworkers’ Company, CL/B/2/9, pp. 334-5 (MS).] 


[71] 28 November 1877. Clothworkers’ Company, Trusts and General 
Superintendence Committee minutes 


University College, Bristol. 

Read a letter of 3rd November from Mr Edward Stock, Secretary to University 
College, Bristol, stating that inasmuch as several large sums have been promised 
as soon as the total amount of contributions has reached £25,000, it would be most 
advantageous to guarantee the Company’s subscription of £525 over the five years 
period which would in fact bring up the total to the required amount. 

The Committee cannot however agree to guarantee more than £2000 altogether 
including £850 paid and payable in 1876.7.8 to Midsummer as they have reluctantly 
come to the conclusion that the present attempt to carry out textile instruction at 
Stroud may have to be postponed — in which case they would incline to recommend 
the Court to subscribe the balance thus saved and unappropriated to the Bristol 


'2 At this date the journey had to be made via Gloucester; a connecting branch of the Stonehouse to 
Nailsworth Railway opened in 1885. 

3 Ebley Mill had recently been rebuilt to the designs of G.F. Bodley; the main structure now forms the 
offices of Stroud District Council: I. Mackintosh, ‘Prosperity forgotten: A study of the Stroudwater mills, 
1850 to 1871’, Gloucestershire History, 14 (2000), p. 14. 
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Trades School under the management of the Merchant Venturers Company as 
Colston’s Trustees; or it might be reserved on behalf of the building fund to which 
the Company will inevitably be called upon to contribute sooner or later. 


[Clothworkers’ Company, CL/B/2/9, p. 348 (MS).] 
[72] 7 December 1877. Council minutes 


[After other business] The following resolution passed by the College of Surgeons, in 
reply to a letter from the Faculty of the Bristol Royal Infirmary, was read: 


[Printed| 
Royal College of Surgeons. 

The quarterly meeting of the Council held on Thursday, the 18th inst. [October] (the first after 
the long vacation), was in many respects most important. Much discussion was given to the 
present condition of the Bristol Medical School. It appears that some of the staff of the Bristol 
Royal Infirmary had addressed a communication to the Council of the College [RCS] asking 
them to hold an inquiry into the teaching of the Medical School. It is rumoured that the object 
was to have the School disenfranchised. The Council of the College, after careful deliberation, 
agreed upon the following resolution: 

‘That in consideration of the transitional state in which the Bristol School of Medicine has 
recently been, owing to its proposed amalgamation with University College, Bristol, as set 
forth in the statement from the Faculty of the School dated the 11th July last, it is not expedient 
that at present any action should be taken by the Council with a view to inspecting the School, 
in the manner suggested by the Faculty of the Bristol Royal Infirmary, but that at the end of 
the present winter session the Faculty of the School be required to report upon the steps which 
have been taken by them to carry out the amalgamation with University College, Bristol ... in 
order that the Council may then determine whether or not to take further steps in the matter, 
and as to the future recognition or non-recognition of the Bristol School of Medicine.’ 


[MS] Chairman [to] write to the Coll. of Surgeons. After some remarks by Mr 
Coe and a general discussion of the subject, it was proposed by Professor Jowett and 
seconded by Mr Coe, and resolved: 

That the Chairman be requested to write a letter to the President of the Royal 
College of Surgeons’ drawing his attention to the relation of the Bristol Medical 
School to University College Bristol, with reference to their resolution of July 11th 
and requesting them to examine into the condition of the Medical School and come 
to a decision as soon as the Council think desirable. 

Conference between the Council and the Faculty. That the Chairman be requested 
to make arrangements for holding a conference between the Faculty of the School of 
Medicine and the Council with a view of discussing the relations between the Faculty 
and the College. 


[UBSC, DM 506/57, p. 65 (MS with press cutting impasted).] [> 76] 


4 John Birkitt. 
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[73] 14 March 1878. Council minutes 


[After other business] Report of L.E. Committee. The following report from the Local 
Executive Committee was read. 

[Other business omitted.] 

In compliance with resolution (102) of the Council'® an application was made 
to the Senate of the University of London for permission to hold the provincial 
matriculation examination in Bristol at the College. This application has been 
granted, and the Principal has been authorized to arrange with the Ladies Committee, 
which has guaranteed the sum of £40 required by the London University. 

In the compulsory subjects in History at this examination Professor Rowley has 
offered special instruction. 

The Committee report that the Gilchrist Trustees'”° have made a grant to the College 
of £150 with an additional sum of £40 for expenses for the purpose of delivering a 
course of six lectures in Bristol, Bath, Trowbridge, Bridgewater and Newport, leaving 
the arrangements in the hands of the Council, the only recommendation being that 
the lectures should group round one subject. 

A course therefore has been arranged on Heat and the lectures now in course of 
delivery have so far met with great success. 

[Other business omitted.] 

The appointment of Textile Instructor at Stroud has been filled by the election 
of Mr Clapham at an honorarium of six guineas per lesson, including travelling 
expenses. The course commenced on Saturday the 2nd March and will consist of 12 
lessons in the art of weaving &c. 32 students have entered to the course. At the first 
lecture of the second part of Dr Letts’ course 50 students were present (dying [sic] 
and scowring). 

[Other business omitted.] 

Buildings. The following resolution respecting permanent buildings was agreed 
to: 

That it is desirable with as little delay as possible to have a permanent building 
and, that the Local Executive Committee be requested to report on the subject at the 
next meeting of the Council. [P 75] 


[USBC, DM 506/57, pp. 77-8, 82 (MS).] 


[74] 24 April 1878. Clothworkers’ Company, Trusts and General 
Superintendence Committee minutes 


University College, Bristol. 

Read letters from Mr W. Lant Carpenter (and Mr W. Smith ex-Sheriff of Bristol) 
reporting that the Council had acted upon the suggestion of Mr Bazley White and 
other members of the Company so as to add three members thereon to represent the 
manufacturing and mercantile interests of the town and neighbourhood; inclosing an 
extract from a letter by Dr Letts, the Chemical Lecturer, vizt: 


57 December 1877: UBSC, DM 506/57, p. 64. 
'26 The Gilchrist Educational Trust, established in 1865 under the terms of the will of Dr John Borthwick 
Gilchrist, physician and orientalist (d. 1841). 
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“You have taken such a kind interest in my lectures at Stroud that I am vain 
enough to enclose a letter from one of the manufacturers to show you that he 
is pleased with them. I believe that I have succeeded in inducing some of the 
manufacturers to try the extraction of potash from wool. A tangible result of such 
a nature ought to show the Clothworkers that we can teach practical, as well as 
theoretical science.’ 
and the Committee are glad to report to the Court that they take a far more sanguine 
estimate of the work being done at Stroud and Bristol, and they believe that a more 
satisfactory spirit is beginning to assert itself in connexion with the Company’s 
essays in the direction of technical education for the West of England clothworkers. 


[Clothworkers’ Company, CL/B/2/9, p. 427 (MS); below which is pasted a cutting 
from the Western Daily Press of 4 April, reporting the election of the three additional 
members at an extraordinary meeting of the UCB Council on the previous day: 
UBSC, DM 506/57, p. 85.] 


[75] 15 May 1878. Council minutes 


[After other business] Buildings. The following report on permanent buildings was 
read. 

The [Local Executive] Committee have ascertained that a building containing at 
least 375,000 cubic feet is needed for the purposes of the College and they believe 
(without however having taken professional advice) that such a building would cost 
about £17,000 to £20,000 fitted for occupation. The resources at the disposal of the 
College are calculated to be £7000 besides such sums as may be borrowed on the 
security of the land and the buildings when finished. It is probable that £500 may be 
obtained on loan. 

The Local Executive Committee recommend to the Council that architects 
be invited by advertisement to send in designs for the buildings of the College, 
particulars of the requirements to be supplied by the Council; the author of the best 
design in the opinion of the Council to be selected, limit of expenditure to be named, 
and no premium to be offered. 

It having been moved that the recommendation of the L.E. Committee be adopted, 
the following was proposed seconded and resolved: 

That Mr Cousins of Birmingham, architect,'’’ be employed to prepare designs for 
the building of the College. 


[UBSC. DM 506/57, p. 92 (MS).] 


[76] 9 July 1878. Royal Infirmary lecturers at the Bristol Medical School to 
UCB Council 


To the [President and deleted] Council of the [Royal College of Surgeons of England 
deleted] <Bristol University College>. 
[Mr President and deleted] Gentlemen, 

We have to inform you that [we have resigned our appointments as deleted] <the 
Infirmary> lecturers on Medicine and Clinical Anatomy, Surgery, Anatomy and 


"7 Jethro Anstice Cossins, a native of Somerset; partner with J.G. Bland 1880: DBA, p. 207. 


Section I: Connecting 63 


Physiology respectively at the Bristol Medical School <feel it necessary to sever 
their connection with the School;> and that by this step the Bristol Royal Infirmary 
<will> [ceases corrected to] cease to be [connected with deleted] <associated with> 
the College. 

The grounds [of our resignation deleted] <upon which our colleagues take this 
step> may be summed up as follows. 

1. That — whereas in 1861 a resolution was adopted by the Faculty of the School 
which established a perfect equality between the <Bristol Royal> Infirmary and <the 
Bristol General> Hospital in relation to the lectureships of the School, by an equal 
division of the chairs of Medicine, Surgery, Anatomy, and Physiology between the 
two institutions and nominations to the other chairs by the lecturers of the Infirmary 
and the Hospital alternately from their respective staffs — in 1869 the Hospital 
lecturers, having then a majority in the Faculty, rescinded this agrement and passed 
resolutions which placed the control and government of the School for the future 
unconditionally and absolutely in the hands of the Hospital lecturers. 

2. That this control over the affairs of the Medical School thus acquired by the 
Hospital lecturers has been used by them in a manner to prejuduce the interests of the 
School: 

a. By setting aside an agreement for complete incorporation of the Medical School 
with the Bristol University College, adopted both by the Faculty and the Council 
of the College in 1874, whereby the government of the School was vested in the 
Council of University College [20], and substituting an arrangement of affiliation 
with the College whereby the control and government of the School was preserved 
to the Hospital lecturers. 

b. By opposing and preventing alterations in the [mode of inserted then deleted] 
teaching arrangements of the School — although such alterations were admitted by 
the Hospital lecturers to be greatly needed — when the alterations <have> involved 
changes in the constution of the School. 

3. That the Bristol Royal Infirmary, being one of the largest provincial hospitals in 
England, and having for a period of 25 years entirely conducted the surgical education 
of Bristol students, and for a further period of 20 years the surgical education of a 
majority of Bristol students, is now by the action of the Hospital lecturers on the 
Faculty placed in the position of having no voice in the regulation or management 
of the teaching arrangements at the School, no power to alter a state of inefficiency 
in the teaching and discipline of the School which has for a series of years resulted 
in large rejections of <the> students [of the Infirmary deleted] at the examinations of 
the Royal College of Surgeons, and no locus standi in the School except by favour of 
the Hospital lecturers. 

4. That [we, in conjunction with our / colleagues deleted] <the> Infirmary 
<lecturers of the School> have failed to obtain any alteration in the inefficient state 
of things at the School. 

[a. deleted] On [our deleted] <their> appeal [thrice deleted] <on three several 
occasions> to the Faculty of the School to vest the future government of the School 
in the Council of University College, [a body totally unconnected with the Infirmary 
or the College (here meaning the RCS) deleted] <i.e. to incorporate the School with 
University College>. 

[b. On an appeal to the Council of the Royal College of Surgeons by the Faculty 
of the Infirmary. deleted] 
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[5. That the Council of University College, though anxious to incorporate the 
Medical School, are powerless to act in the matter, that body being bound by the 
terms of its affiliation with the School. deleted] 

[On these grounds, which we are fully prepared to substantiate from the proceedings 
of the Faculty of the School, from 1833 to 1878, we feel that our position in the 
Bristol Medical School is no longer tenable, and that we have no alternative but to 
withdraw from our connection with the Hospital lecturers at the School. deleted] 

We are, yours obediently, 

R.W. Tibbits. 

W.H. Spencer. 

R.S. Smith. 

H. Waldo. 
July 9th. 1878. 


[UBSC, DM 2597/8/1 (MS draft; adapted from a copy of a letter to the President 
and Council of the Royal College of Surgeons). See Munro Smith, BRI, pp. 384—5.] 


[77] 20 July 1878. Faculty of BRI to F.N. Budd, Chairman of UCB Council 


Dear Sir, 

Having failed to obtain the incorporation of the Bristol Medical School with the 
Bristol University College and thereby security for the future efficiency and good 
government of the School and a guarantee against a repetition of the late disastrous 
failure of our students at the examinations of the Royal College of Surgeons, and our 
colleagues who are also lecturers at the Medical School having determined to cease 
teaching at the School rather than continue to share the responsibility where they 
have practically no voice or control, we have felt it our duty to adopt such measures 
as shall induce a good medical education to our students, numbering at present forty. 

With this in view we have made arrangements to establish a School of Medicine 
in connexion with the Bristol Royal Infirmary; we have organised a staff of lecturers 
and teachers including three members of the consulting staff (who were formerly 
lecturers at the Bristol Medical School) and the whole of the acting Medical and 
Surgical staff of the Infirmary. We have made the necessary arrangements to fulfil the 
requirements of the Royal College of Surgeons in regard to a new Medical School for 
Bristol; and we intend to commence the work of the new Infirmary School on the first 
of October next. We greatly regret being thus compelled to institute a competitive 
institution, and we trust that ultimately a union of all the available means for medical 
education so abundantly existing in Bristol may be effected, with the co-operation of 
the Bristol University College. 

We are, dear Sir, yours faithfully, 

The Faculty of the Bristol Royal Infirmary. 
Signed on behalf of the Faculty, Wm H. Spencer M.D. Cantab, Senior Physician 
to the Infirmary. 
Bristol Royal Infirmary. July 20th 1878. 


[UBSC, DM 506/57, pp. 96-7 (MS copy in Council minutes of 22 July q.v.).] 
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[78] 22 July 1878. Council minutes 


[After other business] Medical School. Mr Coe gave his views of the establishment 
of University College in as far as it affected the Medical School and the relations and 
obligations which the agreement made with the School entailed upon the College, 
and moved the following resolution, which was duly seconded. 

Mr Coe’s resolution proposed. That the College of Surgeons, after considering 
the complaints of certain members of the Faculty of the Bristol Medical School, 
having declined to withdraw their present recognition of the Bristol Medical School, 
and having made the recognition of the School dependent upon the School being 
furnished with proper buildings and educational appliances as provided by the 
agreement between the School and this College, this Council resolves that the part 
of the said agreement having references to the said buildings and appliances shall be 
immediately carried out. 

[After lengthy discussion, and reading of the letter from the Faculty of BRI (77)] 
Amendment to Mr Coe. The following amendment was proposed and seconded: 

That in view of the present state of disorganisation existing in the Medical School, 
and particularly of the intended withdrawal from the Faculty of the School of all the 
members belonging to the staff of the Bristol Royal Infirmary with the intention of 
establishing a separate School of Medicine, this Council resolve to defer for the present 
the consideration of the question of proceeding to erect buildings for the School. 

This amendment having been put from the chair, was carried, 8 voting on favour 5 
against. 


[UBSC, DM 506/57, pp. 96, 98 (MS).] 


[79] 25 July 1878. Members of the Medical School Faculty to the Hon 
Secretary of the School 


To the Honorary Secretary of the Bristol Medical School. 
Sir, 

We have to inform you that we hereby resign our appointments as lecturers at the 
Bristol Medical School. 

At the same time we beg to give you notice that we shall hold you responsible as 
Treasurer of the School for our shares of those fees paid by and due from students to 
the end of this session which have not yet been divided amongst the Faculty. And we 
further give you notice that we hold you responsible for the repayment to us of our 
shares of the monies already subscribed by the Faculty towards the 1000£ donation 
to University College in the event of such monies not being applied to the purpose 
for which they were subscribed. 

We are, yours faithfully, 

R.W. Tibbits. 
Wm. H. Spencer. 
R. Shingleton Smith. 
Henry Waldo. 
Bristol Royal Infirmary. July 25th. 1878. 


[UBSC, DM 2597/8/2 (MS copy).] 
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[80] July 1878. Note of Percival’s advice on Medical School dispute 


Dr Percival would be for putting the foot down very firmly — not only daring them 
to do their worst, telling them to take their remedy and get damages awarded which 
would be paid — but telling them that the Council intended to proceed with the 
buildings and to take care of this branch of education for themselves by forming their 
own School, in the anticipation that they could at least make use of the Infirmary for 
practical teaching. 

He thinks that if some of the individual members of the Council were to be seen 
by some of our own men (esp. such as Prichard, Brittan &c.)'* and the facts got out 
of the Minute Books were made known to them, that if we care to push this mode of 
dealing with the case, we might gain the point. 

He himself is quite prepared to propose this mode of procedure and to do anything 
he can to secure its adoption by the Council. 

If we meanwhile take care of our students and provide a School until the College 
buildings were ready, then the Inf. could go in with the College School. 


[UBSC, DM 2597/8/4 (MS).] 
[81] 4 September 1878. Council minutes 


[Minutes .] 

Medical School. The Chairman [Lewis Fry, in Budd’s absence] reported that in 
consequence of the difficulties in the management of the Medical School referred 
to at the last meeting [78], the staffs of the Bristol Royal Infirmary and Bristol 
General Hospital had agreed to the following scheme for the future government of 
the Medical School, and requested the approval of the Council thereto. 


Scheme for the government 
of the Bristol Medical School 
That the entire management of the Bristol Medical School be for the future placed in the hands 
of a governing body, and that all property of the School be vested in the governing body as 
trustees. 
The following shall be the constitution of the governing body of the School: 
1 Member of the School Faculty to be elected by the Infirmary staff. 
1 Member of the School Faculty to be elected by the Hospital staff. 
3 Delegates, not members of the School staff, and not necessarily medical men, to be 
elected by the stall of the Bristol Royal Infirmary. 
3 Delegates, not members of the School staff, and not necessarily medical men, to be 
elected by the stall of the Bristol General Hospital. 
2 Delegates, not members of the School staff, to be elected by the Committee of the 
Infirmary. 
2 Delegates, not members of the School staff, to be elected by the Committee of the 
Hospital. 


"8 Augustin Prichard, BMS Lecturer 1843-64; surgeon at the Royal Infirmary 1850-70; first Surgeon 
to Clifton College 1862-91: SMB, pp. 20, 36; Munro Smith, BRI, pp. 471-2 and passim; CCR, p. xlv; 
BMCJ, 16 (1898), pp. 1-15. Frederick Brittan, BMS Lecturer 1848-69; physician at the Royal Infirmary 
1855-73: SMB, pp. 20, 21,22; Munro Smith, BRI, p. 484 and passim; Worthies, ii, p. 14; BMCJ,9 (1891), 
pp. 67-70; Whitfield, Victorian Doctors, pp. 101-10. 
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[2 corrected to] 3 Delegates, to be appointed by the Council of University College from 
their number. 

15 

The governing body, so consitituted, shall have the entire management of the School, 
subject to the following conditions: 

Conditions 

1. That the existing lecturers be continued in their present chairs, all future lecturers to be 
appointed by a majority of the governing body; but that no lecturer be removed from office 
except by a vote of two-thirds of the governing body. 

2. That the governing body have power to re-arrange existing and to establish new courses 
(subject to the conditions of clause 1 above). 

3. That the Faculty form an Educational Board bearing the same relations to the governing 
body as the existing Educational Board of University College bears to its Council. 

4. That no question involving the relations of the School to University College be decided 
except by a vote of two-thirds of the governing body. 

5. That no lady be admitted to any purely medical class without the consent of the Faculty, 
and of the individual lecturer to whose class she may desire to be admitted. 


The Chairman further presented a draft of a supplementary agreement which had 
been prepared by the Solicitors of the College embodying this scheme with some 
modifications. 

The subject was discussed at length. 

Professor Jowett proposed, Mr Carpenter seconded, and it was resolved: 

That, considering the desirableness of making the governing body of the Medical 
School an independent body, and also taking into account the expenses to be borne 
by the University College in furnishing buildings for the Medical School, it seems 
reasonable that the representatives of University College on its governing body 
should not be less than one third. 

That the Council suggest that in order to carry the above proposal into effect the 
number of representatives to be chosen by the staffs of the Infirmary and Hospital 
respectively should be reduced to two each and the number of representatives to be 
chosen by this Council increased to five. 

Moved by the Chairman, seconded by Mr Froude, and resolved: 

That this Council assents to the provision that the existing lecturers should not be 
removable except with the consent of two-thirds of members of the governing body 
present at a meeting specially summoned to consider the matter, but considers that 
lecturers appointed in future should be removable by the vote of a majority in the 
ordinary way. 

Moved by Mr Carpenter, seconded by Professor Jowett and resolved, that: 

The Council suggest that the clause relating to the admission of women be altered 
as follows: ‘That no lady be admitted to any purely medical class without the consent 
of two-thirds of the members of the governing body at a meeting specially convened, 
and also of the individual lecturer to whose class she may desire to be admitted.’ 

Resolved: That the Council suggests that clause 14 in the draft agreement renders 
clause 9 unnecessary. 

Resolved: That the Council wish it to be clearly understood that in matters of 
discipline the students of the Medical School are to be subject to the provisions of 
article 98 of the Articles of Association of University College Bristol. 

Resolved: That subject to the foregoing resolutions the Council is prepared to 
accept the proposed scheme for the government of the Bristol Medical School. 
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Resolved: That these resolutions be forwarded to the Secretary of the Bristol 
Medical School and that the Local Executive Committee be empowered to have a 
formal agreeent drawn up on this basis. 


[UBSC, DM 506/57, p. 99-102 (MS with duplicated MS scheme impasted).] 
[82] 22 January 1879. Gilchrist Trust Lectures Committee minutes 


[After other business] The following resolution of the Gilchrist lecturers was read. 
That in the opinion of the Gilchrist lecturers it is desirable that an examination be 
held in Bristol, in connexion with the Gilchrist lectures, and that those who satisfy 
the examiners be admitted to two courses of lectures, in the subjects of examination, 
without paying any fees. 
Resolved: That the subjects to which persons who pass the Gilchrist examination 
be admitted shall be any two of the following courses of evening lectures: 
Chemistry, Exp. Physics, Geology, Mechanics, Political Economy. 
The purchase of the following apparatus was approved: 


Portable lantern and accessories 
without pressure bag say 5 
Glass bottles 6 
Portable screen iF 15. - 
Map of Europe 1. 15. - 
Prof. Thompson sundries 3 
* Letts and Mr Nicol sundries 3 
Mr Sollas slides!” 2. 
Prof. Main apparatus'*° 10. - - 
Carriage of apparatus 10. - - 


[UBSC, DM 506/15 (MS).] 
[83] 19 February 1879. Council minutes 


[After other business] Permanent buildings. Mr Hansom appointed architect. 
Contracts for building condition. The plans sent in by Bristol architects for the 
proposed College buildings, and the estimates of cost, having been examined and 
discussed: 

Resolved: That Mr Chas F. Hansom be chosen as the architect in the event of any 
buildings being erected for the College.'*! 


9 William Johnson Sollas; after graduating from St John’s College, Cambridge, worked as a University 
Extension lecturer; Lecturer in Geology and Zoology at UCB in 1878, also employed by the Museum and 
Library [cf. 90]; Professor of Geology and Zoology at UCB 1880-4, then of Geology at Trinity College 
Dublin; FRS 1889; Professor at Oxford from 1897 until his death: Nature, 138 (1936), pp. 1959-60 
(obituary). 

'8° John Frederic Main, 10th Wrangler 1876 and London DSc; UCB Lecturer in Mathematics 1877, 
promoted to Professor and charged with setting up the Engineering Department 1878; moved to the 
Royal School of Mines 1882: Severn, Faculty of Engineering, pp. 13-17; MPICE, 110 (1892), pp. 394-6 
(obituary). 

‘5! A Yorkshireman and cradle Catholic noted for his scholarly Gothic, Hansom worked at Clifton from c. 
1845 to his death in 1880; among much else he designed Clifton College (from 1861) and St Paul’s, now 
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Resolved: That no contracts for the erection of permanent buildings be entered 
into until the funds deemed by the Council sufficient for the completion of so much 
of them as it shall be decided first to build shall have been raised beyond the money 
subscribed or promised to the College. 


[UBSC, DM 506/57, p. 119 (MS).] 
[84] 14 March 1879. Bristol Medical School, Faculty minutes 


Special meeting — Mar. 14th, 1879. 
Present Mr Coomber (in the chair) 

Drs Spencer and Smith, Messrs Atchley, Cross'** and Dobson, and the Secretary;'** 
later, Dr Swayne and Mr Prichard. 

[After other business] College buildings. Dr Spencer reported that at the next 
meeting of the Council of the College a proposal would be considered to erect 
so much of the contemplated buildings as the money in hand would permit. The 
representatives of the Faculty on the Council were requested to urge strongly upon 
the Council the claims of the Medical School before any buildings that might be 
undertaken. 


[UBSC, DM 506/60 (MS).] 


In fact the Council did not discuss the building until their meeting on 21 May [86]. 
[85] 21 March 1879. Bristol Medical School, Faculty minutes 


Special meeting — Mar. 21st, 1879. 

Present: Dr Swayne (in the chair) 

Dr Smith, Messrs Atchley, Coomber, Cross, Dobson, & Prichard, & the Secretary. 

[Minutes.] 

Agreement ordered by Council of U.C.B. to be sealed. Council members of gov. 
body. The Secretary read a letter from the Secretary to University College, Bristol, 
stating that at a Council meeting held on the 19th inst. the agreement between 
the Medical School and the College was ordered to be sealed, and the following 
gentlemen were nominated on the Governing Body: Mr Wm Proctor Baker, Mr F.N. 
Budd, Rev Dr Caldicott, Mr Lewis Fry, M.P. and Rev. Professor Jowett.'** 

Agreement signed by Faculty. The Secretary then read the supplementary 
agreement above referred to, and the signatures of the members of the Faculty 
present were affixed. 


the University Church (1868); first President of the Bristol Society of Architects: ODNB; DBA, p. 405. 
' Francis Richardson Cross, FRCS; Surgeon at the Royal Infirmary from 1879; first Dean of the Faculty 
of Medicine 1880; Surgeon at the Bristol Eye Hospital 1882-1925; Sheriff of Bristol 1897-8; BMS 
Lecturer 1900-27; Council, Clifton College 1900-27; played for Clifton RFC: SMB, pp. 22, 43; Munro 
Smith, BRI, p. 485 and passim; BMCJ, 48 (1931), pp. 226-9; Worthies, ii, p. 164; Casey and Hale, 
College, Club & Country, pp. 8-9. 

'33 EM. Skerritt, first identified as Secretary in the minutes of 7 Sept. 1878: UBSC, DM 506/60. 

' UBSC, DM 506/57, pp. 119-20. 
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Ist meeting of Governing Body. The Secretary was requested to call the Governing 
Body together on the 26th inst., at 4 p.m., at Univ. Coll., Park Row, to make preliminary 
arrangements for the transaction of business, and to consider the vacancies existing 
in the Faculty. 


[UBSC, DM 506/60 (MS).] 
[86] 21 May 1879. Council minutes 


[After other business]. Buildings. Leave to spend £6000. A resolution (no. 160) passed 
by the Council at a meeting held on the 19th February [83], and the financial position 
of the College having been read and considered, the advisability of immediately 
erecting some portion of the College buildings of which plans had been supplied by 
Mr Hansom were fully discussed, and the following resolution of which notice had 
been given was proposed by Mr Albert Fry, and agreed to: 

Resolved: That in view of the present being a very unfavourable time for making 
a general appeal for funds: the Local Executive Committee be authorised to spend 
a sum not exceeding six thousand pounds on buildings on land belonging to the 
College. 


[UBSC, DM 506/57, p. 123 (MS).] 
[87] 23 May 1879. SMV Standing Committee minutes (extract) 


Bristol Unversity College. The Chairman of the Bristol University College 
attended the Committee and requested the Society to alter their requirement that 
the whole sum of £25,000 must be subscribed before they gave their promised 
donation of £1000 [19] and explaining that £23,000 was now subscribed. It was 
resolved that the Society’s donation be now paid in the three equal promised 
annual instalments. 


[BRO, SMV/2/1/1/26, p. 251 (MS).] 
[88] 6 June 1879. Bristol Medical School, Faculty minutes 


Ordinary meeting. June 6th, 1879. 

[Minutes.] 

Temporary buildings accepted. The representatives of this Faculty on the Council 
of Univ. Coll. reported that no portion of the permanent School buildings could 
be erected at the present time, and submitted plans for temporary buildings. After 
discussion, it was proposed by Dr Smith, seconded by Dr Skerritt, and carried 
unanimously, that the Faculty having examined the plans for a temporary Medical 
School building drawn up by the architect, are of opinion that such a building would, 
together with part of the new College block of permanent building, give satisfactory 
accommodation for the present work of the School. 

On the motion of Dr Smith, seconded by Mr Cross, it was resolved unanimously 
that the Faculty, in order to assist the Council in the erection of School buildings, are 
willing to advance the sum of five hundred pounds, being one half their promised 
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subscription, on the understanding that satisfactory accommodation for the Medical 
School be provided as part of the new buildings. 


[UBSC, DM 506/60 (MS).] 
[89] 28 June 1879. Building Committee minutes 


Sub-committee on Buildings 
June 28th, 1879. 
Present : Mr Proctor Baker in the chair. 
Rey. Dr. Caldicott. Dr Spencer. 
Mr Hansom attended with plans and specifications and conditions of contract for the 
erection of the temporary Medical School, and after examination it was resolved: 
That the plans, specifications and conditions of contract be approved. 
Tenders for the execution of the work were read, viz: 
Williams and Sons £975.10.10. 
Lewis & Edbrooke'® £925.0.0. 
Resolved: That the tender of Lewis & Edbrooke be accepted, subject to the 
confirmation of the Local Executive Committee.'*° 


[UBSC, DM 506/15a, pp. 2-3 (MS).] 
[90] 24 September 1879. House Committee minutes 


[Among other business] A letter from Mr Sollas was read and the Secretary was 
directed to write in the name of the College Committee, asking for the loan of a 
terrestrial globe, from the Museum and Library; a goniometer applied for to stand 
over. 

Respecting paleontological living specimens applied for, resolved: 

That except in rare and exceptional cases, the cost of providing such specimens be 
defrayed by the students requiring them, just as that of laboratory materials is. 

A grant of £50 for paleontological and other diagrams applied for was referred [by 
deleted| <back> to Mr Sollas for further detail and diminution of account. 


[UBSC, DM 506/14, p. 25 (MS).] 
[91] [? September] 1879. Jowett to Alfred Marshall 


Address Professor Campbell’s, St Andrews.'*’ 
Dear Mr Marshall, 
I was very sorry to hear of your intended resignation, which will, I fear, prove a 
great blow to the College. But I can hardly ask you to reconsider a determination at 
which you have arrived on grounds of health, after careful thought. 


'5 Carpenters, joiners and builders, of Clifton Vale. 

'8° The building remains in use by the University’s School of Geography. 

87 Lewis Campbell, Professor of Greek at St Andrews 1863-94, Honorary Fellow of Balliol, and Jowett’s 
future co-biographer; date suggested by Jowett’s known presence in Scotland that Autumn. Having 
returned to Oxford, Jowett wrote again on 6 October to say that as yet only he and the Chairman (Budd) 
knew of Marshall’s intentions: Marshall, Correspondence, i, pp. 111 n. 1, 112. 
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I will ask you, however, to consider one or two alternatives which do not interfere 
with your decision. lst whether you would remain with us for one year more until 
the building is carried out and the College is a little more in hand; we shall not get 
another Principal who will do as much for it as you could have done. We could, Iam 
sure, lighten the mechanical work during this year. 2nd whether without continuing 
to hold the Principalship you could retain the lectureship in Political Economy. This 
would give Mrs Marshall a field and she would be able to take a part in the ladies’ 
education of Clifton which has been and would be of so great value.'** 

I write in haste (excuse pencil for I scribble this in the waiting room of a railway 
where there is no ink and the train has just come in). It would be of importance if it 
can be arranged that your intention should not be known until it is actually carried 
out. Untrue reasons are likely to be given for it. I shall not mention it to anyone. 

I am so sorry to hear of your illness independently of the consequences of it to the 
College. This kind of illness though not dangerous is depressing and one cannot help 
fancying oneself at times worse than one really is. I hope that you and Mrs Marshall 
will come and pay me a visit as soon as you can. I am always interested to hear about 
the books on Political Economy though I do not think that I rightly understand the 
mathematical formulas. With best regards to Mrs Marshall. 

Ever yours truly, 

B. Jowett. 


[Marshall Lib., Marshall Papers 1/37; printed in Marshall, Correspondence, i, p. 
111.] [> 96] 


[92] 3 October 1879. Bristol Medical School, Faculty minutes 


Ordinary meeting Oct. 3rd, 1879 
(held in the Faculty Room of the new buildings in Tyndall’s Park). 

Ist meeting in new School. Members present. Mr Leipner (in the chair), Drs 
Shaw,'*? Smith & Spencer, Messrs Atchley, Keall and Prichard, and the Secretary. 
Later, Mr Dobson. 

[After other business] On the motion of Mr Prichard, seconded by Dr Spencer, it 
was resolved unanimously: 

“That the governing body be requested to add from the funds of the School to 
the sum already in the hands of the Faculty the amount required to complete the 
contribution of £500 promised by the Faculty to the Council of Univ. Coll. on the 
completion of the new Medical School buildings’. 

The Secretary reported that he had arranged with the Principal of Univ. Coll. that 
the lectures on Anatomy and Physiology should for the first three days be delivered 
in the College premises; and that the full work of the School would commence in the 
new buildings on the 6th inst. 


[UBSC, DM 506/60 (MS).] 


'88 Mary Paley Marshall’s memories of UCB appear in What I Remember (Cambridge, 1947), pp. 22-6, 
35. 

'8° John Edward Shaw, Physician at the Royal Infirmary 1877-1907; BMS Lecturer 1879-88, 1895-1905: 
SMB, pp. 20, 21, 44; Munro Smith, BRI, p. 484 and passim; BMCJ, 56 (1939), pp. 70-1; Whitfield, 
Victorian Doctors, pp. 63-6. 
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[93] 3 October 1879. Gilchrist Trust Lectures Committee minutes 


[After presence] A letter from Dr Carpenter,'“° dated August 28th, was read, stating 
‘that the heavy losses which the Gilchrist Fund has (indirectly) sustained through the 
failure of the City of Glasgow Bank" prevent the Trustees from renewing, for the 
ensuing session, the grant which they have made for popular lectures in the last two 
sessions’. 


[UBSC, DM 506/15 (MS).] 
[94] 27 October 1879. Marshall to the Editor of The Times 


Sir, 

A statement made by you recently, to the effect that University College, Bristol, 
may be regarded as a ‘chapelry served by Balliol preachers’ ,'*” seems likely to give 
rise to the impression that this College has as yet no permanent staff. The fact is 
that travelling university lecturers finished their preparatory work here three years 
ago, and in 1876 a College was founded which now has 14 resident professors and 
lecturers. Between them they give 59 separate courses of lectures, besides laboratory 
instruction, and more careful attention is paid to the work of individual students than 
travelling lecturers could find time for. The College thus justifies its name by offering 
instruction of the same character as that given at the universities, and the fact that 
it had in last session 576 students, exclusive of medical students, shows that there 
is a demand for such teaching. Balliol and New Colleges, Oxford, have aided us by 
contributing liberally to our funds; and their representatives on our Council have 
helped us by their advice in our endeavour to enable the citizens of Bristol to apply 
science in their business and to obtain culture in their leisure. 

Iam, Sir, yours faithfully, 

A. Marshall, Principal, U.C.B. 
University College, Bristol, 
Oct. 27. 


[The Times, 30 October 1879; reprinted in Marshall, Correspondence, i, p. 119.] 


[95] 29 October 1879. Clothworkers’ Company, Trusts and General 
Superintendence Committee minutes 


University College, Bristol. 

The Clerk reported a letter of August from Mr W. Lant Carpenter as to the 
difficulties experienced by the Council of University College in connexion with 
the textile industries and dyeing instruction at Stroud, and the want of co-operation 
and enterprise on the part of the Marlings, and the Stroud people generally, which 
was marked ‘private and confidential’, and also touched upon the question of what 
measures of support they might expect from the Company to the Building Fund of 


“0 W.B., father of William Lant Carpenter. 

‘4! The bank crashed in October 1878; the Manager and other Directors were subsequently imprisoned 
for fraudulent accounting: R.S. Grossman, Unsettled Account: The Evolution of Banking in the Industrial 
World since 1800 (Princeton, 2010), p. 96. 

'® The Times , 22 October. 
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University College, and what alterations were intended in the terms, amount, and 
conditions of the Company’s subvention at the close of the probationary quinquennial 
period. 

The Clerk read his reply, vizt. [first an acknowledgement dated 1] September, then 
a letter of 27 October (salutation and valediction here omitted)]: 

‘I have been very busy since my return to London or I should have written to you. I 
shall be glad to see you when you come up to London but I do not think you will have 
any communication from the Company respecting your ‘private’ communication of 
last month to me, for they feel it is premature or unnecessary to refer to the questions 
and contingencies therein mentioned. They will be glad to hear that the Stroud 
people have been brought to see the propriety of defraying a portion at least of the 
local expenses. The Company will fulfill its engagement up to Midsummer 1881 but 
at present they cannot extend their obligations or consider their action beyond. They 
are very sensible of the loyal and courteous co-operation of the Council of University 
College, Bristol.’ 

The Committee will not lose sight of the questions above referred to, which may 
be conveniently mentioned to the Court in the course of the next year. 


[Clothworkers’ Company, CL/B/2/10, pp. 112-13 (MS); appending text of letter 
to Roberts from Clement Kemp, whose son John Tabor had won the first £50 
Clothworkers’ scholarship at UCB, and had just received an additional Chemical 
scholarship of £25; the writer trusts ‘that the Court will consider that their liberality 
has not been ill bestowed and that it will encourage them to continue it.’] 


[96] 14 November 1879. Gilchrist Trust Lectures Committee minutes 


[After other business] Letters from Swansea were read, stating that the dates of 
lectures were satisfactory, but requesting that Professor Thompson should lecture on 
‘heat’ and Mr Sollas on ‘coal and the coal measures’. 

After consultation with Professor Thompson and Mr Sollas, it was agreed that 
Professor Thompson should communicate direct on the subject of his lecture and that 
Mr Sollas should lecture on ‘coal and the coal measures’ as desired. 

A letter from Trowbridge, dated 3rd Nov., was read, stating that it was doubtful 
whether a series of lectures on one subject would be attractive and that it would not 
be desirable that the whole course should be given by one lecturer. 

Resolved: That the Principal be requested to inform the Trowbridge committee 
that, after carefully considering their letter of 3rd November and the Principal’s 
reply thereto, the Lecture Committee of University College, Bristol, is unable from 
the reasons there given to comply with their request for a course by more than one 
lecturer; but that the offer of a course on Chemistry by Mr Nicol still remains open. 

A letter from Weston, dated 7th Nov., was read, accepting the offer of lectures but 
requesting that, if possible, a lecture might be given by Professor Thompson instead 
of Professor Rowley on Literature. 

This suggestion was agreed to, subject to arrangement of dates between Professor 
Letts and Professor Thompson. 


[UBSC, DM 506/15 (MS).] 
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[97] 19 November 1879. Council minutes 


[After other business] Letter from Canon Norris respecting Sacred Literature. A 
letter from Revd Canon Norris was read withdrawing his subscription from the funds 
of the College on the ground that no provision had been made for instituting lectures 
on Sacred Literature, but stating that if at any future time such lectures or the science 
of Theology should be instituted he would be glad to be acquainted with the fact. 

The Secretary was directed to acknowledge his letter, stating that the subject 
should receive the early consideration of the Council, and regretting the loss of his 
subscription. 

[Other business.] 

Prinicipal tenders his resignation. The same not accepted. A letter from the 
Principal tendering his resignation account of the state of his health having been read 
and discussed,'*? it was resolved that: 

The Council are very desirous of retaining Mr Marshall’s services and request 
him to continue in office for another year. They are willing to allow him to make 
arrangements which would relieve him of a portion of his duties. The details of the 
arrangements to be approved by the Chairman. 


[UBSC, DM 506/57, pp. 130, 131 (MS).] 
[98] 19 November 1879. House Committee minutes 


[Among other business| Telephone. That leave be given to introduce a telephone and 
the necessary wires into the College premises. 


[UBSC, DM 506/14, p. 28 (MS).] [> 322] 
[99] [November 1879]. Building Committee minutes 


Sub-committee on Buildings 
The Revd Dr Caldicott in the chair. 
Mr Proctor Baker, Mr Lant Carpenter, Lysaght,'** Dr Spencer. 
The Principal and Mr Hansom attended. 

The minutes of the last meeting [on 8 October] were read. 

Plans and specifications for wings of the new buildings proposed to be built 
immediately, were presented by the architect. The cost for a South Wing of four 
storeys being estimated at £4800, for a North Wing of three storeys about £4000 or 
something under. 

The plans for warming the proposed block having been discussed, it was resolved 
that the architect be requested to consult with Mr Hadyn'* as to the method of 
warming with hot water the block of buildings proposed for erection, independent of 
other portions to be hereafter built. [> 101] 


‘3 Letter not in the minutes; an undated first draft sent to his fellow Johnian and economist H.S. Foxwell 
is printed in Marshall, Correspondence, pp. 120-1. Marshall was suffering from renal calculi. 

'* The iron merchant John Lysaght, for whose firm the St Vincent’s Works at Easton had recently been 
built: Worthies, ii, pp. 59-60. 

' George Nelson Haden, son of the Trowbridge firm founded by his father, prominent suppliers of 
heating and ventilation equipment. 
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The arched windows shown in the plans were objected to, but accepted. 

The porter’s accommodation was posponed [sic] for future consideration after the 
buildings were further advanced. 

A letter from the Secretary of the Medical School was read asking for a shed to 
store coffins. It was resolved that a lean-to shed be erected at the end of the Medical 
School buildings, and Mr Lysaght undertaking to find the iron and the College the 
wood, the architect was requested to see to its construction. 

The next meeting was appointed for Monday December Ist at 4 0’clock. 

[Signed] Albert Fry. 


[UBSC, DM 506/15a, pp. 5—6 (MS).] 
[100] 1 December 1879. Charles Hansom to the Building Committee 


University College, Bristol. 
1. Dec. 1879. 
To the Building Committee. 
Gentlemen, 

In compliance with your request [99] I have had a conference with Messrs Haden 
& Son of Trowbridge relative to warming and ventilating the first portion of the 
building, i.e. the North Wing; and I now beg to lay before you their plans for the 
same. 

The first plan is for warming with open pipes at floor level, for which their charge 
is £210.10.[0.] The second plan is for warming by coils, in enclosed ornamental 
gratings in the window recesses, the cost of which is £/50.0.0. in excess of the first 
plan — by this plan each particular room can be shut off. In the former plan, the whole 
of one story [sic, passim] must be shut off at once. 

I have made a careful estimate of the deductions and additions in connexion 
with the warming and ventilating arrangements, so far as the present position of the 
building is concerned, and I find that the abolition of the two centre fireplaces, a[nd] 
chimneys, would save £60. I think it would be desirable to retain the fireplace[s] to 
the several ‘waiting rooms’, and also the one in [the] Secretary’s room — if the latter 
could be dispensed with it would save £20 more. 

The additional building required to carry out Mr Hadens’s plan, i.e. basement and 
ventilating shaft, would cost £250 — making £400 with apparatus and pipes. If the 
three stories over basement were carried out, it would require £550.0.0. in addition, 
making the total cost, including warming and ventilating £4750.0.0. 


Estimate of North Wing as shewn on plans submitted on 


Monday last Novr 24th. 3800.0.0. 
Warming and ventilating including the basement and shaft 400.0.0. 
Estimated cost of completing building of three stories over basement 550.0.0. 

£4750.0.0. 


Iam, gentlemen, yours faithfully, 
Chas. Hansom, archt. Ist Decr 1879. 


[UBSC, DM 506/15a, pp. 7-8 (holograph loose in volume; cropped right-hand side).] 
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[101] 1 December 1879. Building Committee minutes 


[After reading Hansom’s letter above] Resolved: That Messrs Hadens system of 
heating by means of hot water pipes at floor level, admitting of each story [sic] being 
shut off, be adopted. 

That Mr Hansom be empowered to advertise for tenders for Ist, the erection of the 
North Wing; 2nd, for the basement and shaft required for heating apparatus; 3rd, for 
completing the three rooms [recte storeys] over basement with corridors &c. 

The heating apparatus as adopted will do away with all fireplaces excepting the 
Secretary’s room and in rooms over the basement containing the boilers for heating. 


[UBSC, DM 506/15a, p 11 (MS.] 


On 15 December the Building Committee recommended the Local Executive 
Committee to adopt the tender of Lewis and Edbrooke, which at £3,781 was the 
lowest overall of 15 tenders received: UBSC, DM 506/15a, p. 12. 


SECTION II: CANVASSING 


[102] 1880. Thompson to Professor Frederick Guthrie’ 
[Carlton Place, Clifton.] 


Dear Dr Guthrie, 

Pray don’t be surprised at the occasion of my writing to you. 

It is to ask the favour of your support in my probable candidature for the chair of 
Physics in the Josiah Mason College at Birmingham. 

My reasons for contemplating this step are easily stated. Here my opportunities 
for work in Physics are terribly circumscribed. My lecture-room is used for all sorts 
of other lectures. The only laboratory is a damp cellar 11 feet by 9 feet. The College 
cannot afford me any assistant, nor can it afford proper apparatus for any exact 
quantitative work — they won’t even buy a barometer that will read to the tenth of an 
inch. Moreover, I am saddled with work than I do not care to continue — the teaching 
of geometrical drawing for example. The change will involve pecuniary loss — at 
least at first. Nevertheless I must regard opportunities for thought and work as higher 
than that. You know me, I trust, sufficiently well to speak of my capabilities and 
work; and I shall esteem it a favour if you are able to furnish me with some definite 
evidence to help me in seeking to obtain the post. 


[Thompson and Thompson, Thompson, p. 55 (extract as printed).] 


The application was unsuccessful. Thompson's dissatisfaction with UCB’s 
inadequate funding was shared by many of his colleagues, and came to a head in 
1884 when the Council, having failed as yet in the campaign for Government subsidy, 
proposed a reduction in all salaries. 


[103] 18 February 1880. Council minutes 


[After other business] Professor of Chemistry appointed. It was resolved that: 
William Ramsay, Ph.D. Chief Demonstrator of Chemistry in the University of 
Glasgow, be appointed Professor of Chemistry; that his remuneration consist of a 
fixed salary of £300 a year, together with one-fourth of the fees paid by the students 
attending the laboratory and lectures, with fifty shillings (50/-) for each journey 
which he may be required to make to Stroud. The Council guarantee that the total 
remuneration shall not be less than four hundred [pounds] (£400) per annum. The 


‘46 Professor of Physics at the Royal School of Mines, where Guthrie had been his pupil and then assistant; 
just before Thompson took up his post at UCB, Guthrie had given him an introduction to his own old 
mentor at Heidelberg, Robert Bunsen: Thompson and Thompson, Thompson, pp. 18-29 passim; ODNB. 
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engagement to be terminable by either party on three months’ written notice.'*’ 

If permission be given for the evening lectures to be delivered by the assistant, the 
share of the fees for such lectures to go to the assistant, and the guaranteed sum to be 
pro tanti diminished. 

[Other business.] Canvassing Committee to consist of entire Council and others. 
Resolved: 

That all members of the Council be members of the Canvassing Committee with 
power to invite any other persons not members of the Council to join. The Committee 
to be called together at an early date. 


[UBSC, DM 506/57, pp. 137, 138 (MS).] 
[104] 3 March 1880. Canvassing Committee minutes 


Meeting of the Canvassing Committee, 
Wednesday, 3 March 1880. 
Present, Mr F.N. Budd, in the chair 
Mr W. Mills Baker’** Rev. Prof. Jowett 
Rey. Dr Gotch Mr William Smith. 

Letter from Mr Girdlestone. A letter from Mr Girdlestone was read, offering to 
undertake the collection of a Sustentation Fund, on which certain arrangements as to 
remuneration.'” 

Statement re College. Resolved: That a statement showing the position and 
purposes of the College, the subjects taught and the number of students together with 
its financial position, be prepared for circulation. 

Canvass. The Rev. Prof. Jowett undertook to canvass Mr Stephen Cave and Mr 
W.H. Harford.'° 

Canvassing books were laid on the table. 

[Signed] F.N. Budd Chairman May 5th 1880. 


[UBSC, DM 506/19, first pagination, pp. 6-7 (MS).] 
[105] 16 March 1880. William Ramsay his mother 


16 Pembroke Road, Clifton. 
16th March, 1880. 

My dearest Mama, 
Here goes for a long screed. I arrove at 12.30, as you know, and found the landlady 
up and ready.'*! Main had gone to bed, as he was rather unwell. He has rooms directly 


''7 Glaswegian by birth and education, Ramsay took his PhD at Tiibingen for a thesis on the toluic and 
nitrotoluic acids; after six years at UCB he became Professor of Inorganic Chemistry at UCL, achieving 
fame for discovery of the noble gases; FRS 1888; KCB 1902; Nobel Prize for Chemistry 1904: biographies 
by Sir William Tilden (1918) and M.W. Travers (1956); ODNB. 

“8 William Mills Baker, Director of Baker, Baker & Co., drapers; in 1884 became first tenant of The 
Holmes, Stoke Bishop, now home to the University Botanic Garden: Delany & Winn, Botanic Gardens, 
p. 22. 

' Edward Girdlestone, Canon of Bristol 1854-84, and Vicar of Olveston. 

8° Cave (brother of Sir Charles, g.v.) was a Conservative MP and Paymaster-General, created GCB later 
that month. Harford was a banker and landowner. Both were Balliol men, as indeed was Girdlestone. 

'S! On 8 March, as evident from a brief note to J.J. Dobbie: Tilden, Ramsay, p. 64. 
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below mine. Mine cost 30/- a week, which is more than I care to pay, especially 
as the rooms which Marsden is leaving are only 18/-, and are nicer than the ones I 
have.'** My sitting-room is a long high room, with two windows looking north, on a 
green. Marsden’s is a square snug room, looking south. My room is hung round with 
rather objectionable oleographs. The furniture is covered with red velvet, and there 
is an eyesore on the sideboard in the shape of bad wax flowers. A clock stands on the 
mantel piece, which persistently registers 11.23 and can’t be induced to grow lively, 
and move forward with the times. There is a chest of drawers to put things in, and 
there is a constant supply of new servants — in short I have got into a sort of lodging- 
house. Now in the rooms Marsden has just left, there are two widows who keep the 
house, and act as servants — respectable looking women. The cooking appears to be 
better than I get, for I lunched with him last week, and he had a very good spread. 
I can eat what I get, but don’t care particularly for it; so in the meantime I have got 
my books stored at the College, and I think I shall give my landlady notice tomorrow 
morning. The only inducement to stay is Main, who is a very good fellow, and it is 
pleasant to trot downstairs and have a chat with him. But that could be done just as 
well for the other rooms are only a short distance from the ones I am in. 

Now you want to know what sort of fellows are here. In the first place there is 
Sylvanus P. Thomson [sic], the natural philosopher, an oily kind of man, and one I 
shall fight shy of. He is very indiscreet, and played a not very nice trick on Marsden 
my substitute. He is very polite and pleasant, however, but I shall keep him at 
arm’s length. Then there is Fanshawe, a man with double eyeglass and a beard — 
Professor of Ancient Languages.'** I don’t know him well enough to say much, but I 
am favourably impressed. Then Sollas, the geologist, a bright, lively, original, good 
natured sort of little man. He and I will draw well. Main is a quiet steady fellow, 
very gentlemanly and pleasant, but not very bright. He views the world from an 
Engineering platform. I have been introduced to Rowley, but forget what he is. He 
looks a nice fellow. Then the Principal, Marshall, with whom I dined on Saturday 
night, is a thin ascetic man, all mind and no body. He hesitates in his speech, and 
weighs things very carefully. I think he will require management, and I think I can 
manage him. He can be led, if taken in the right way. His wife is a cure. Imagine a 
female rat, without ears, and with lots of hair forming a drooping chignon behind; the 
rodent teeth very prominent; a habit of hugging one knee and swinging on her chair; 
[uncertain word] with dead silence; such is the lady-lecturer on Political Economy. 
This is of course a first impression; we shall see how it remains. 

Nichol [sic], the lecturer on Chemistry, is a sharp sort of lad. I think I might 
have some difficulty in working with him, though he is very pleasant. You see he 
has been doing my work since Letts left, and naturally doesn’t like to play second 
fiddle. He is in son of an Edinb. artist,'** has lots of money, and apparently a good 
deal of brains. He has told me he is going to leave at the end of this term, first to 
take his D.Sc. in Edinburgh, and then to go to Germany. I encouraged him as well as 
I could. Then Marsden, my substitute, is a very queer sort of fellow, but I like him 
very much, and am quite sorry he has left today. He is very good-looking, a howling 


'S The laboratory assistants Marsden and Nicol [56] had been in charge of Chemistry since the departure 
of Letts at Christmas; Marsden, whose lodgings were in Aberdeen Road, was just about to leave for 
Germany: Travers, Ramsay, p. 46, 48. 

'3 Reginald Fanshwe, Classics Professor (variously styled) 1879-1902. Published poetry including an 
elegy in memory of Matthew Arnold (1906). 

4 Erskine Nicol RSA, ARA: ODNB. 
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swell in appearance, but a capital fellow withal. He is going to Germany to study in 
summer. 

Both he and Nichol have recommended a son of Prof. Masson’s, as future lecturer 
here. I have the appointment, and as it is worth £150 a year, it is not to be sneezed at. 
I have written to Crum-Brown to ask him what sort of man Masson is, but have not 
received a reply as yet. He is the only man I have heard of. He is an Edinb. D.Sc. and 
a gentleman, and is said to be a good fellow all round, so I think he is the man.'* I 
know of no-one else, for the future lecturer must be a gentlemanly fellow, as he ranks 
with the professors. So we shall see. It’s a funny thing to drop into a patronage of 
£150 a year, isn’t it, straight off. 

My boxes have arrived all safe. I was unpacking them today. Letts must have been 
a most disorderly man. Even I am horrified, and have positively spent all my time 
in putting things in order. There is a very fair stock of apparatus, lots of it broken, 
however. Plenty of specimens of organic substances, so that I shall have material for 
organic lectures in summer. There are 16 students in the laboratory, and about 35 
at the lectures. The latter, of course, I haven’t seen as yet, for I have arranged with 
Nichol that he shall finish the term, my paying him for his work, at the rate of £15 
a month. That is the current way to work matters, and I really haven’t time to do 
anything just now in the way of lecturing. 

[Personal matters. 

Love to all. Ever yours affectionately, 

WAR. 
[Postscript at head] Please show this letter to Fyfe'®* and tell him I can’t be bothered 
writing all this sort of thing over again. 


[UCL, Ramsay Papers, 3, ff. 18-20 (MS); extracts in Travers, Ramsay, pp. 45-7 
(misdated).] 


[106] 10 May 1880. Ramsay to his father 


University College Bristol. 
May 10th 1880. 
My dear Papa, 

I forget how long it is since I wrote last, but I strongly suspect it is more than a 
week. Very little has been going on here. I am giving three lectures a week regularly 
on organic Chemistry, and looking after the laboratory. Masson very often looks in 
in the evening for a smoke before he turns in; some times I call on him about 10 or 
4 past, and stay for an hour. 

I went to church with Main yesterday to Kings Weston and afterwards he lunched 
with me and we had a walk. 

The Stroud lectures are to be discontinued next winter, which will make my 
work much lighter. It meant two afternoons and evenings a week, and was a terrible 
nuisance. There were so few students at Stroud, only about 8 or 9, and the lectures 


'° Indeed he was: David Orme Masson, son of the Professor of Rhetoric and English Literature at 
Edinburgh, a student there under Alexander Crum Brown (Professor of Chemistry) and then with Friedrich 
Wohler at Gottingen; not in fact yet DSc, but returned to Edinburgh for this purpose after a year at Bristol; 
Professor of Chemistry at Melbourne from 1886 (declining to succeed Ramsay at UCL); FRS 1903, KBE 
1922: DAB. 

'6 Henry Fyfe, Ramsay’s schoolfellow at Glasgow Academy: Travers, Ramsay, p. 6 and passim. 
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cost £500. The Clothworkers’ Company of London gave the College £500 on 
condition that the Stroud lectures be continued. Now that they have been stopped, 
the College will probably receive £300 a year with no condition attached; so that it 
will really gain about £200 by the transaction, and I shall gain an endless amount of 
ease and equanimity. I shall have to go to Stroud tomorrow to bring in the apparatus 
which was in use there. I think I shall go on Thursday, and it will practically take the 
whole day. [> 109] 

[Chemical and personal matter.] 

There are 19 in the laboratory so it is pretty well filled. £50 will be amply sufficient 
to cash in the meantime. I must run, for I have had to leave the laboratory for an hour 
to write this in the P.O. 

Love to Mama and Aunt Eliza.'*’ 

Yours ever, 

Willie. 


[UCL, Ramsay Papers, 3, f. 25 (holograph).] 
[107] 24 May 1880. Canvassing Committee minutes 


Meeting of the Canvassing Committee, 
Monday, 24th May 1880. 
Present: Mr F.N. Budd, in the chair 
Mr Albert Fry, Rev. Dr Gotch, Mr G.F. Schacht. 

[After other business] Clothworkers’ Company. Appeal &c. A report to the Worshipful 
Company of Clothworkers, suggesting that the instruction in the textile industries be 
discontinued for the present, and that their grant be devoted to the general purposes of 
the College, and asking them for a contribution to the Building Fund of the College, 
was provisionally approved and ordered to be submitted to the Council. [> 109] 

[Signed] F.N. Budd, Chairman, May 31st 1880. 


[UBSC, DM 506/19, first pagination, pp. 12, 14 (MS).] 
[108] 28 May 1880. Council Minutes 


[After other business] Law lectures. The Chairman reported that he had written to 
the Bristol Incorporated Law Society asking what they were willing to do in aid of 
lectures in Law being continued at the College, and that Mr Goodeve'® had also 
written to the Society expressing his views. In reply, the following resolution of the 
Bristol Incorporated Law Society had been forwarded to him: 

‘That having regard to the small attendance of students mentioned by Mr Budd in 
his letter of this day’s date (May 4th 1880) this Council are not disposed at present 
to make a grant in support of the Law lectureship at University College, though they 
would be glad to do so if it were established on a more satisfactory footing.’ 


‘57 Mrs Robert Dymock, of Edinburgh and Kilcreggan: Travers, Ramsay, p. 4 and passim. 

'8 Henry Hurry Goodeve, having made his fortune as a physician and surgeon in India, retired to a 
landmark property atop the Avon Gorge, and engaged in much public work: Munk’s Roll, iv, p. 128; 
Worthies, i, pp. 40-1; M. Whitfield, Dr Goodeve and Cook's Folly (Avon Local History & Archaeology 
Books no. 4, 2010). 
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Resolved: That the question of the continuance or the discontinuance and the 
appointment (if the lectures be continued) of a lecturer for the session 1880-1881 be 
deferred to the Local Executive Committee with an expression of opinion on the part 
of the Council that the lectures should be continued if possible. 


[UBSC, DM 506/57, p. 142 (MS).] 
[109] 2 June 1880. Budd to the Clothworkers’ Company 


Technical Education. 
West of England Clothworkers. 
University College, Bristol. 
Co the Worshipful Company of Clothworkers. 
Gentlemen, 

We beg leave to enclose reports of the classes for technical instruction in the textile 
industries at Stroud during the past year. We have just received from Mr Marling a 
letter, in which he says: ‘Though the Stroud Committee believe the instruction to 
have been as formerly quite satisfactory, yet in view of the small attendance, and 
of the wearing off of the attraction of novelty, it might be wise to discontinue the 
classes, say for a couple of years, until a fresh set of beginners have grown up to start 
with fresh interest. 

The Committee are confident that much good has been done, and considerable 
impetus given to invention and the adaption of scientific method in in the manufactures 
of the district, and desire to express their grateful sense of the benefits received from 
the University College, Bristol’. 

After this expression of opinion from the Stroud Committee, we think it advisable 
that the classes at Stroud should be discontinued for the present. We have some 
reason to believe that a moderate class might be got together next year in Trowbridge, 
to attend a course of instruction in textile processes and designing, and perhaps in 
the following year the class might go on to study the chemical principles of dyeing. 
We are ready to attempt this, if it should be your wish that we should do so. But 
our Own opinion is, that the subsidy which you have so generously given us would 
go further towards promoting education, if you would allow us to apply it to the 
general purposes of our College. The large population of Bristol and the variety of 
its industries enables us to command larger and abler classes of students here than 
can be got in a small town. And as our lecturers are resident on the spot, the teaching 
here does not involve the expenditure of time and money in travelling that must be 
involved when our Chemical Professor goes from Bristol, or Mr Chapman goes from 
Leeds to lecture at Stroud or Trowbridge. 

We venture to take this opportunity of calling your attention to our urgent need of a 
building fund. In the course of last year we invited several architects to send in plans 
for new buildings, instructing them to aim at the greatest economy consistent with 
providing what is absolutely necessary for the efficiency of the institution. We beg 
leave to enclose an outline sketch of the plan * sent in by Mr Hansom, the selected 
architect. According to his estimate about £50,000 will ultimately be required for 
completing the buildings, to which must be added a considerable sum for apparatus. 
But we can only expect to carry out this great undertaking gradually We have erected 
a temporary brick building for the Medical School (painted blue, with diagonal 
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lines),'° and we have nearly finished a part (painted red) of the permanent buildings 
of the College, at a cost of about £6000, exclusive of fittings. We propose next to 
build that part which is painted brown. It will include the department of Chemistry 
(adjoining the Medical School) and that of Experimental Physics; it is estimated to 
cost about £10,000, exclusive of fittings and apparatus. The portions will suffice for 
the most urgent needs of the College at present; and being thrown into the background 
they can be built in an inexpensive style. [Original footnote: * Plan to be seen in 
Clerk’s Office.] 

In foreign countries institutions similar to ours receive large subsidies from 
Government; but in England the work has been left to private effort, and at the outset 
private effort labours under great difficulties. When good work has been done by a 
college for many years, even those who have themselves had no scientific instruction 
come to see how such an institution benefits the community, and are ready to give it 
substantial support. But when a college is young, it cannot expect much assistance 
from those who have not had their attention specially drawn to the dependence of 
national prosperity on the increase of knowledge. A young college, moreover, can 
hardly expect to receive legacies, which are the chief source of the wealth of older 
institutions. 

Under these circumstances we are compelled to ask for further aid from without as 
well as from Bristol and its immediate neighbourhood. We do not know to whom we 
may more fitly apply than to you, who have shown by your generous action that you 
recognise the importance to the country of that thorough training for practical work 
which it was the greatest glory of our old guilds to promote. 

We have the honour to be your obedient servants, 

The Council of University College, Bristol. 
June 2nd, 1880. E.N. Budd, Chairman. 


[Clothworkers’ Co. Archives, CL/B/2/10, between pp. 216-17 (f. Ir-v of printed 
leaflet enclosed loose with the Trusts and General Superintendence Committee 
minutes of 30 June).] 


[110] 7 June 1880. Canvassing Committee minutes 


Meeting of the Canvassing Committee, 
7th June 1880. 
Present: Mr F.N. Budd, in the chair 
Mr W. Proctor Baker, Mr N.C. Dobson, Rev. Dr Gotch, 
Mr GF. Schacht, Rev. J.M. Wilson.!@ 
The minutes of the last meeting were read and approved. 


Statement re College. To be suppressed. Objections having been raised to certain 
phrases in the fourth paragraph of the statement issued by the Committee on 10th 
May,'® it was ordered that all the remaining copies of that issue be suppressed, and 


'° The colours here refer of course to the plan not the actual structures. 

‘0 James Maurice Wilson had succeeded Percival as Head Master of Clifton in 1879 and joined him on 
the UCB Council; Archdeacon of Manchester 1895-1905, then Canon of Worcester: CCR, p. xlviii; J.M. 
Wilson: An Autobiography 1836-1931, ed. A.T. and J.S. Wilson [sons] (1932), p. 141. 

‘el «The College seeks to promote the prosperity of industry in Bristol and the neighbourhood by offering 
opportunities for a scientific and technical training to those who are or will hereafter be engaged in 
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that the following statement be substituted in its place: 


[Printed] Gniversity College, Bristol 
June 7th, 1880. 

The College is intended to provide for persons of either sex above ordinary 
school age the means of continuing their studies in Science, Languages, History and 
Literature and particularly to afford suitable instruction in those branches of Applied 
Science which are more nearly connected with the Arts and Manufactures. 

The wants of teachers, clerks, artisans and others, who are employed during the 
day, are supplied by evening classes and courses of lectures, to which admission may 
be obtained at low fees. 

Medical education is provided by the Bristol Medical School, which is affiliated to 
the College. 

The College seeks to promote the prosperity of industry in Bristol and the 
neighbourhood by offering opportunities for a scientific and technical training to 
those who are or will hereafter be engaged in commerce and manufactures. At the 
same time it affords assistance and means of culture to those who desire to continue 
their education. 

Instruction is given in Chemistry, Mathematics, Physics, Engineering, Surveying, 
Geometrical and Machine Drawing, Geology, Zoology, Botany, Political Economy, 
Logic, Law, Modern History, English Literature, Greek (including Greek Testament), 
Latin, Ancient History and Literature, Hebrew, French and German. Special attention 
is paid to laboratory instruction; and in all subjects the work of the students is directed 
and tested by class teaching and examinations. The course for Engineering is so 
arranged that students can pursue it during the six winter months of each year; and, at 
the request of the Council of the College, some of the chief civil and manufacturing 
engineers in the neighbourhood have consented to receive such students into their 
offices and workshops during the summer months as articled pupils. 

The classes in the above subjects are attended yearly by more than five hundred 
students, of whom about three-fifths are men and two-fifths women. The classes of 
the Medical School are attended by about fifty students. 

University College, Bristol, is now in its fourth session, and statistics show that no 
similar college in England has made such progress in so short a time; but its financial 
position does not compare favourably with that of other colleges. 

Colleges for the higher education of adults are never maintained by the fees 
of its students alone; they depend on external support, which on the Continent is 
given liberally by Government, and in England must be sought from voluntary 
contributions or from endowments. The Universities and Colleges of Oxford and 
Cambridge together have, independently of their buildings and of the fees paid by 
students, a net income of more that £500,000 a year; while they give instruction to 
about 5,000 students. The Owens College, Manchester, at its foundation in 1851, 
had an endowment of about £100,000; and since then it has received in donations, 
subscriptions and legacies about £350,000. It numbers about 1,350 students, including 
evening and medical classes. Its buildings are estimated to have cost about £150,000; 
and its annual expenditure exceeds its income from fees by more than £10,000. 


commerce and manufactures. At the same time it affords means of culture in the subjects, which form the 
staple of university teaching, to those who desire to carry on the work of their own education in after life’: 
UBSC, DM 506/19 (first pagination), p. 10. 
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Local contributions on a very liberal scale have been given to the Yorkshire 
College, to the Colleges at Newcastle, Aberystwyth, and Sheffield, and to those 
which are shortly to be opened at Liverpool and Nottingham.'® 

The local contributions to University College, Bristol, have amounted to about 
£21,000, spread over five years beginning from October, 1876. In addition to this 
sum Balliol and New Colleges, Oxford, have each contributed £300 a year, and the 
Worshipful Company of Clothworkers £525 a year, for the same period. 

The working expenses of the College (excluding about £500 a year which, by the 
direction of the Clothworkers’ Company, have been spent on instruction in textile 
industries at Stroud), amount to somewhat less than £4,500 a year; of which about 
£1,800 are supplied by the fees of students. A general increase in the scale of fees 
would check the growth of the College and much diminish its usefulness, nor is it 
probable that the change would increase its revenue. 

It has therefore been necessary to take annually about £3,000 from the contributions 
to the College to defray its working expenses. About £2,000 were spent in apparatus 
and laboratory fittings and preliminary expenses. A site in Tyndall’s Park has been 
bought for £3,250, and about £6,000 have been appropriated to the erection of part 
of the permanent buildings required by the College, and of temporary buildings for 
the Medical School. 

Even should the College continue to receive the assistance which has hitherto 
been so generously given to it by Balliol and New Colleges, and the Company of 
Clothworkers, it will, in addition, require a Sustentation Fund of from £1,500 to 
£2,000 a year, and a further expenditure of £10,000 on buildings will be necessary to 
meet its present wants. 

By the preceding statement it will be seen that the Council of the College are 
compelled to make an immediate appeal to the public for funds, and that the further 
existence of the College depends upon the response with which the appeal is met. 

It cannot be doubted that the College has a great future before it. The higher 
education of adults is more and more recognised to be an element of national well- 
being, and the promotion of it has assumed the character of a national movement. The 
Council are confident that the inhabitants of Bristol and the neighbouring counties 
will not be outdone by the great towns of the North of England in public spirit and 
generosity when invited to contribute to the cause of liberal education; and that they 
will not allow so important and successful an undertaking to drop for the want of a 
comparatively small sum. 

F.N. Budd, Chairman of the Council. 


[MS] Letter of Appeal. The following letter was ordered to be lithographed. 
[Lithographed MS] 


University College, Bristol. 
Dear Sir, 

We beg leave to enclose a statement relating to the present position of University 
College, Bristol, and to appeal to you personally for assistance. It is only by effort 
on the part of a large number of individuals that adequate provision can be made for 
the higher education of adults in this neighbourhood; we, therefore, beg the favour of 


'© University College, Liverpool and University College, Nottingham both opened in the following year. 
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your returning to the Chairman of the Council the inclosed form, with a statement of 
the annual subscription to the Sustentation Fund which you are willing to give. 
We remain, dear Sir, yours truly, 
Gilbert Elliot, President. 
F.N. Budd, Chairman of the Council. 
Lewis Fry, Vice-Chairman. 
W. Proctor Baker, Treasurer. 
9th August 1880. 


[UBSC, DM 506/19, first pagination, pp. 16-22 (MS with printed text and 
lithographically reproduced MS impasted).] 


[111] 30 June 1880. Clothworkers’ Company, Trusts and General 
Superintendence Committee minutes 


Technical Education. Bristol and Stroud. 

The Clerk reported that having reference to the important character of the 
following communication he had caused the same to be printed and circulated among 
the members of the Court as well as of this Committee. 

The following represents the sums paid for the maintenance of the Stroud 
department in 1878/9: 


Chemical 
Lecturer £150 - - 
Assistant 10 - - 
Travelling 51 18 1 
Chemicals 

(also supplied for Bristol Laboratory) 14 16 11 


Rent, fittings & sundries (towards the 
‘fittings’ the Stroud Committee subscribed £27) 55 5 11 


282 = - 11 
Textile 
Lecturer 150 - - 
Lecture room: free (lent by Mr Marling) - - - 
Sundries 1 14 5 
151 14 5 
Prizes: 
Elementary 21 - - 
Sessional 21 - - 
Scholarship 50 - - 
Examiners’ fees 3 3 - 
95 3 - 
Printing - 16 - 
£529 14 4 


The Committee considering the same, and having heard Mr Lewis Fry, M.P., the 
Revd Dr Jowitt [sic], Master of Balliol, and Revd Dr Percival, President of Trinity 


88 Bristol University: Conception to Foundation 


College, Oxford,’ who were in attendance as a deputation from the Council of 
University College Bristol, recommend the Court to discontinue the grant of £530 
per annum heretofore made during the past 4 years to University College Bristol, 
under conditions of affording technical instruction in the textile and dyeing 
industries at Stroud, but having regard to the connexion existing between University 
College, Bristol, and the Company, who are represented on the Council and Board 
of Governors of three past Masters, by Mr Wyld on the Council, [braced] Mr Bazley 
White, Mr Child on the Board of Governors, and in recognition of the fact that no 
pains have been spared on the part of the Bristol Committee to arouse the local 
interest and energies of the Stroud masters and apprentices, and in further recognition 
of the fact that Balliol and New College, Oxford, have subscribed £300 per annum 
apiece out of their own corporate funds towards the provision of chairs and lectures 
in connexion with Classics and Literature, and that this Company might do much 
good to the West Country comprising the Stroud and Trowbridge districts where the 
clothworking industries have flourished ever since their first establishment by those 
Londoners, of Flemish descent mainly, who furnished so large a contingent to the 
founders of the Company, recommend: 

That the Company continue to subscribe £300 per annum — subject to withdrawal or 
revision at Midsummer 1886 — by way of endowment for the Professor of Chemistry 
at University College, Bristol, upon condition of his delivering a course of at least 
10 lectures annually at those towns or villages of the West of England clothworking 
industry which shall show sufficient interest and energy to make adequate 
arrangements for his reception and for the proper illustration of his lectures, directed, 
as they would be, towards the practical application of Chemistry as connected with 
the dyeing and other processes incidental to the textile industries. 

Moreover the Court will have understood that a Building Fund is sorely needed for 
University College Bristol and it cannot be doubted that ‘technical education’ will 
be much advanced by such rising institutions as the Yorkshire College, Leeds, and 
University College, Bristol, which latter has 300 students, and that the Company will 
be saved £230 per annum by this reduction of the grant from £530 to £300 so that 
£1000 for such Building Fund would hardly represent more than 4 years’ saving on 
that account, and on a careful consideration and review of all the circumstances, the 
Committee recommend unanimously to the Court: 

That a grant of £1000 be promised towards the new buildings projected for 
University College, Bristol, conditionally on new subscriptions being secured for 
that special purpose amounting to £9000 and upwards within a period of three years, 
the money to be payable on the laying of the foundation stone. 


[Clothworkers’ Co. Archives, CL/B/2/10, pp. 217-19 (MS). The Committee’s 
recommendation was accepted by resolution of the Court of 20 & 31 July: ibid. p. 
226.] 


[112] 20/31 July 1880. Clothworkers’ Company Trusts and General 
Superintendence Committee minutes 


University College, Bristol. Resolved: That the Company continue to subscribe 
£300 per annum — subject to withdrawal or revision at Midsummer 1886, by way 


‘8 Percival and Roberts had also been involved in the foundation of Somerville College, Oxford (1879). 
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of endowment for the Professor of Chemistry at University College, Bristol upon 
condition of his delivering a course of at least 10 lectures annually at those towns or 
villages of the West of England clothworking industry which shall show sufficient 
interest and energy to make adequate arrangements for his reception, and for the 
proper illustration of his lectures — directed as they would be towards the practical 
application of Chemistry as connected with the dyeing and other processes incidental 
to the textile industries. 

And that a grant of £1000 be promised towards the new buildings projected for 
University College, Bristol conditionally on new subscriptions being accrued for 
that special purpose amounting to £9000 and upwards within a period of 3 years, the 
money to be payable on the laying of the foundation stone. 


[Clothworkers’ Co. Archives, CL/B/2/10, p. 226 (MS).] 
[113] 9 August 1880. Canvassing Committee minutes 


9th August 1880. 
London City Companies. Letter. A letter from the Chairman to the Clerks of several 
City Companies was discussed, and ultimately ordered to be sent with the letters to 
the Companies which were agreed upon at the last meeting of the Committee. 
[Signed] F.N. Budd, Chairman. Nov. 8th 1880. 


[UBSC, DM 506/19, first pagination, p. 22 (MS).] 
[114] 13 September 1880. Stock to Roberts 


University College, Bristol. 
13th Septr 1880. 
Dear Sir, 

In fowarding you a copy of a resolution passed by the Council at a meeting held on 
Thursday last [9th], am requested to inform you that a portion of the north wing of 
a building designed by Mr Charles Hansom, architect, and approved by the Council, 
has been in course of erection during the last few months, and will be ready for 
occupation next session. Practically therefore the foundation stone has been already 
laid [<4 112]. A canvass will shortly be commenced to raise a sustentation fund for 
the support of the College and also to obtain means to further extend the buildings. 
[> 115] 

Iam, yours faithfully, 

Edwd Stock, Secretary. 


[Clothworkers’ Co. Archives, CL/B/2/10, pp. 253-4 (MS); with copy of UCB 
Council’s resolution of 9 September; copied into the Company’s Trusts and General 
Superintendence Committee minutes of 4 October, where it was reiterated that the 
Committee ‘do not consider that the grant of £1000 will have been earned until the 
Council have obtained the promise of funds warranting them in entering upon a 
contract for the completion of the second ‘brown’ section (marked on accompanying 
plan), the Company’s intention being to stipulate for a new subscription fund of at 
least £10,000 as a condition of their own of £1000’.] [> 133-4] 
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[115] 8 November 1880. Canvassing Committee Minutes 


Meeting of the Canvassing Committee. 
Monday Nov. 8. 1880. 

Present: Mr F.N. Budd in the chair, Mr Lewis Fry M.P., Mr Proctor Baker, Mr 
Albert Fry, Rev. Dr Gotch, Mr G.F. Schacht, Dr Spencer, Rev. J.M. Wilson. 

Resolved: That the Registrar be instructed to obtain the subscription lists of 
the Infirmary, the Hospital, the Dispensary, the various religious societies and 
church restoration committees, from which names may be taken to whom personal 
application should be made. 

Resolved: That the Registrar be instructed to obtain from each member of the 
Committee a list of names of persons on whom such member is willing to call, in 
order that immediate arrangements may be made for personal canvass. 

Resolved: That the next meeting of the Committee be held on Monday November 
22nd. 

[Signed] Lewis Fry, Chairman. 22 Nov. 1880. 


[UBSC, DM 506/19, first pagination, p. 24 (MS).] 
[116] 18 November 1880. J.N. Langley, Registrar and Secretary,'™ to Roberts 


University College, Bristol. 
18 Nov. 1880. 
Sir, 

I beg to hand to you an extract from the minutes of a meeting of the Council of this 
College held yesterday: 

‘The Principal having reported that at a meeting of manufacturers held at 
Trowbridge on the 9th of this month it was agreed that it is desirable that a course 
of ten lectures on Chemistry in relation to textile industries should be given at 
Trowbridge at the beginning of next year, and that it was understood that a local 
committee would defray the local expenses of such lectures, resolved: That Professor 
Ramsay be requested to deliver these lectures’. '®° 

I trust that this arrangement will be in accordance with the wishes of the 
Clothworkers’ Company. 

I have the honour remain, Sir, your obedient servant, 

J.N. Langley, Registrar and Secretary. 


[Clothworkers’ Co. Archives, CL/B/2/10, p. 293 (holograph); pasted into the 
Trusts and General Superintendence Committee minutes of 24 November, where 
it is recorded (p. 292): ‘The Committee are glad to hear that the clothworkers of 
Trowbridge have at length exhibited a willingness to partake of the facilities for 
technical education offered in connexion with University College, Bristol’.] [> 118] 


‘© Appointed 11 October, in place of Stock who had himself advertised the post on | July; Langley was 
LLD of Glasgow, and had previously taught at Mowbray House School, Wolverhampton: UBSC, DM 
506/57, pp. 152, 154; Graduates of Glasgow, p. 323. 

‘© UBSC, DM 506/57, p. 157. 
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[117] 26 January 1881. Sylvanus Thompson to the UCB House Committee 


University College Bristol. 
Jan. 26 1881. 
Gentlemen, 

It appears that instruction is desired in practical Physics. Under the present increased 
accommodation the lack of space is no longer an obstacle to this being possible. In 
most departments we possess the necessary instruments, except such as are required 
for the more difficult electrical measurements and for very exact measurements of 
length. With these exceptions a fairly complete course of laboratory instruction in 
Physics would be possible. We should however require in other departments than 
the two named a few additions to the apparatus possessed by the College. Probably 
an outlay of £5 or £6 would cover the cost of such additions, and this expenditure 
together with that incurred up to the present date would not exceed my estimate for 
the year. 

I mention this because I wish to have your approval of the general direction in 
which I propose that the outlay should be made. 

Iam, gentlemen, your obedient servant, 

S.P. Thompson. 


[UBSC, DM 506/14, p. 42 (holograph); pasted into Committee minutes of same day, 
with (p. 43) resolution that the ‘general principle advocated in Professor Thompson’s 
letter be approved of, and an outlay not exceeding £6 be sanctioned’ .] 


[118] 1 March 1881. Ramsay to his mother 


University College Bristol. 
March Ist 1881. 
My dear Mama, 

I’m glad you are pleased with Lyon Playfair’s letter.' 

I am not to give an eleventh lecture at Trowbridge, but I may have to miss a week 
and to give two in one week. The arrangement may be changed, however. I have just 
come back this morning. The Stancombes feel quite like old friends now, and are as 
nice as ever.'*’ No-one else was there — there have been visitors before. I met Mackay 
one of the clothworkers going out in the train yesterday. He knows about the Jollys 
and knew Archie’s uncle long ago. He is a Caithness man.'® 

I don’t think Masson will go to Edinburgh in April. He shouldn’t before he must 
work up for his exam. 

[Personal matters. 

I was at Marshall’s at supper alone on Sunday night, and we had a long chat on 
sundry subjects. 


'e6 The future Lord Playfair, at this time Deputy Speaker [172]. 

‘67 The Stancombs of Melksham, with whom Ramsay stayed when lecturing at Trowbridge, were 
connexions of his fiancée’s family; J.F. Stancomb was a prominent mill owner and JP: Travers, Ramsay, 
p53; 

'e8 Alexander Mackay of Latheron, who had bought into the Trowbridge firm of Brown and Palmer, 
which he would later control outright. Archie Jolly, a Free Church minister, was Ramsay’s cousin and 
had assisted at his wedding: K. Rogers, ‘History of Courtfield House and Court Mill’, Trowbridge Civic 
Society Newsletter (Summer 2017), p. 9; Travers, Ramsay, p. 57. 
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I have got some rather good results in the work on dyeing and bleaching etc., 
which the men at Trowbridge wish to have published. I may do so, but won’t make 
up my mind yet. All the theory of the subject is quite new. I dare say it would get my 
name up. I had a long letter yesterday from a Manchester man about it, asking advice. 
Funny isn’t it, when I am quote a novice. Motto — don’t show your ignorance. 

I don’t think the lectures will be a success. The audience is limited, so the cloth 
manufacturers, as I knew it would be, fear the subject doesn’t interest the general 
public. I hope this will be the end of it. I must go to London some time — probably 
in June, and see the Secretary of the Clothworkers Co. about it. I shall kill two birds 
with one stone for old Gilbert, who presided over the Chem. Section at Swansea,'” 
asked me to come out and see his farm conducted on strictly chemical principles. He 
and Lawes his partner are the authorities on agricultural Chemistry in the world.'” 

Marshall is very well disposed as I learned from some remarks he made on Sunday 
evening. I like Mrs M. more the more I see her. 

Morris [Travers] dined with me along with Thompson on Saturday night. I have 
to dine with him tonight, when the same is a great nuisance. I wonder how long he 
will stay! I don’t see much of him, as he has got in his head what is quite true, that I 
am too busy to see him. I told him as an excuse for not visiting him in April that you 
were not so young as you once were, which is true, isn’t it? 

I suppose the Kilcreggan plan will begin about the 12th April, won’t it? Tuesday, 
I think. 

Love to the Dad, 

Ever your, 

Willie. 


[UCL, Ramsay Papers, 3, f. 62 (holograph).] 
[119] 21 March 1881. Ramsay to his father 


21st March, 1881. 
My dear Papa, 

[Personal matter.] 

Tomorrow I go out to Trowbridge then again next Sunday, and then Friday and 
Monday, and then it is over. It is a horrible bore, and I shall be heartily glad when it is 
over. The subjects of the lectures are so chemical that it is extremely difficult to bring 
them down to suit people who know nothing of Chemistry, and it is no use lecturing 
on the practical details for they know them of course much better than I do. I shall 
draw a long sigh of satisfaction when it is all over for a year. 

Our exams begin next week. I have only three lectures to give in inorganic 
Chemistry — two on organic, and one on technical now. Next week I shall be quite 
free, except from the Trowbridge business. 

[Other matter] 


[UCL, Ramsay Papers, 3, f. 64 (holograph); imperfect extract in Travers, Ramsay, 
p. 53.] 


‘©? The Chemical Section of the British Association, meeting in 1880. 
' J.H. Gilbert (Kt 1893) was Director of the Agricultural Experimental Station which J.B. Lawes (Bt 
1882) had established on his estate at Rothamsted (Herts): ODNB (both). 
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[120] April 1881. Roberts to Carpenter 


From Owen Roberts, Esq. 
Clerk to the Clothworkers Company of London. 
Dear Sir, 

I have great pleasure in acknowledging the Company’s obligation to you as a 
member of the Council of University College, Bristol, for having aided them so 
materially in organizing the lectures and the experimental classes in technical 
education as connected with the textile industries at Stroud, and more particularly 
those in Chemistry in its industrial applications to the dyeing and other industries of 
the district subservient to the manufacturing and finishing of cloth. 

Your own high reputation as a chemist, as well as the practical experience and 
thought you have so long and energetically applied to manifold applications of Science, 
and more especially Chemistry, to industrial pursuits, contributed mainly to the success 
which attended the Company’s efforts, and I had the pleasure in 1878 of formally 
thanking you in this Company’s name for your valuable aid and co-operation. 

Knowing, as I do, how much University College, Bristol is indebted to you for 
much of the constructive energy which brought it into existence, I cannot but believe 
that University College, Nottingham, would be fortunate in securing your services as 
their Professor of Chemistry and Chemical Physics. 

Iam, dear Sir, yours very truly, 

Owen Roberts. 


[Clothworkers’ Co. Archives, CL/B/2/10, p. 370 (printed), pasted into the Trusts and 
General Superintendence Committee minutes of 27 April.] 


[121] 1 June 1881. Council minutes 


[After other business] Additional buildings. A letter from Mr Hansom was read 
stating that the buildings proposed for the Chemical Department, with an additional 
floor in which the Engineering and Physical Departments could be temporarily 
accommodated, could be built for £5000 including fittings and extras. 

The question of preparing plans for further buildings was referred to the Executive 
Committee. And with a view of ascertaining whether it would be possible to consolidate 
into the main quadrangle of the proposed buildings all accommodation that would be 
required for some time to come by the College and the Medical School, the Principal 
was instructed to lay before the Executive Committee at their next meeting an estimate 
of the total accommodation that would be required for this purpose. 


[UBSC, DM 506/57, pp. 178-9 (MS).] 
[122] 4 July 1881. Ramsay to his father 


University College Bristol. 
4th July, 1881. 
My dear Papa, 
You will have got my telegram by this time. I addressed it to Mama for I thought 
she would likely be at Churchill,'”! and I didn’t know whether you are there or not, 
and if not she could forward it. 


'| Presumably the Edinburgh district of Church Hill. 
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The facts are: Marshall has been long delicate, and wishes to resign. He has been 
hindered before because he saw no-one who could take his place. He now thinks 
me the man. So do the Council. He is commissioned by them to sound me on the 
subect, but to make no definite proposal. My objections were: I am a chemist, and 
wish to remain one. He replies of course you keep your professorship. ‘That would 
involve too much work.’ “You will be relieved of evening classes and get another 
assistant.’ I still thought the work would be too hard. He said it wouldn’t be so much 
as I supposed — would consist in interviewing men, and arranging the affairs of the 
Coll., and in acting as a spur. My next objection was that the rest of the men would 
take it badly. He said that he thought not. That I am good friends with all; and that 
any little roughness which may exist at first will soon disappear. If I get it, my first 
performance will be to send a letter to each asking for his support, and in such words 
as to make it impossible for them to refuse. [> 132] 

Now the private objections, which I didn’t raise are: will it injure my prospects? 
I think not. For I won’t stop original work on this account, and I think it would be a 
mark of honour to have held the post, supposing me to try for a big thing some future 
time. Will it be a permanency? This is the difficult question to answer. There is no 
doubt that the College is not thoroughly prosperous, as regards funds. But were I to 
take it, I should impose very stringent conditions as to permanency; and probably 
extort some guarantee from the Council. The income won’t be under £700. But then 
I shall be expected to entertain, both at dinners, and besides to ask people to stay with 
me — such as Jowett, or anyone who visits the College officially. I should be new to 
this, but could do it, I dare say — with Mag’s help.'” These appear to me the chief 
points. Of course if I settle to take it, goodbye to Liverpool.’” Bristol will be my 
headquarters for a long time. The position is a good one, and it is very satisfactory 
to have been offered it, even though it comes to nothing. The responsibility will be 
great, and that is what makes me doubtful. If the College were quite settled, then 
there would be no hesitation, but the success [of deleted] or failure of the whole thing 
will be very much in my hands. I feel that, and don’t like to risk it. Shall I? 

Now you mustn’t breathe a word to anyone but Mama about this. Mr and Mrs 
Buchanan had to know, and I have told them. But further than that it must not go. It is 
very uncertain, first, whether it will be offered to me, and second whether I will take 
it. 

I shall be home soon. In the present state of uncertainty I can’t say definitely when. 
I think this week certainly, but I may be detained. 

Love to all. 

Ever yours affectionately, 

W. Ramsay. 
Address after this to University College. 


[UCL, Ramsay Papers, 3, f. 81 (holograph).] 


'2 Ramsay married Margaret Marshall (no relation), daughter of George Buchanan of Glasgow, on 3 


August. 

'8 He was considering applying for the chair of Chemistry, which seemed a better prospect, especially 
as the ‘stupid Council of Bristol’ had shelved plans for a splendid new laboratory: Travers, Ramsay, pp. 
545. 


Section II: Canvassing 95 


[123] 11 July 1881. Marshall to the Council of UCB 
To the Council of University College, Bristol. 11th July 1881. 


Gentlemen, 

I have long known that I am not strong enough for my present post; but I have 
felt bound to wait for an opportunity at which I could leave without damage to the 
College. That opportunity has, I think, at length arrived. 

The part of my work which lies within the walls of the College presents no 
difficulty; but all the external work is extremely burdensome to me. I do it at a greater 
cost than almost anyone else would; even those social duties which would be simply 
an agreeable recreation to a man in good health cause me great fatigue. The result 
is that while on the one hand I am almost entirely neglecting studies which I am 
most anxious to pursue, I am on the other unable to push the interests of the College 
outside its walls with anything like the energy with which they could be pushed by a 
stronger man. 

The internal organization of the College is on a basis, which, if not perfectly 
satisfactory, may yet serve for some years without much change. The internal work 
of the Principal has thus arrived at a convenient halting stage; while there is just now 
the most urgent need for that external work which I am not able to do properly. 

I find an additional reason for thinking that this is a favourable time for retiring 
from my post in my belief that you have a staff of exceptional ability, and that you 
will have no difficulty in selecting from them, should you desire it, a Principal who 
will carry on the work of the College without any breach of continuity, and with 
much greater chance of success than I could have had. 

Everything that could be done by yourselves or the staff to make my post pleasant, 
has been done, and I shall always feel that I owe my hearty apologies to the College 
for having entered upon duties which I was not strong enough to discharge. It is my 
one consolation with regard to the past that in all directions in which her influence 
could reach, my wife has more than made up for my deficiencies; and it is my chief 
regret with regard to the future that her work must be lost to the College. 

It is with feelings of deep gratitude for the most generous and considerate treatment 
which I have always received at your hands, that I ask your kind permission to retire 
from my present position [in deleted] <as Principal and as Professor of Political 
Economy> in three months from this time. 

Iam, Gentlemen, your most obliged servant, 

[Alfred Marshall deleted] < Alfred Marshall>. 


[UBSC, DM 506/57, p. 180 (mimeographed clerk’s MS, corrected by Marshall, 
supplying his actual signature); printed Marshall, Correspondence, i, pp. 138-9. On 
24 July Marshall wrote to H.S. Foxwell: ‘The argument that by going I inflict an 
irreparable injury on the woman’s side of the College, remains as strong as ever. 
But to repeat — what is the use of my wife’s making women want to come to the 
College, if I can’t do what is necessary to enable them to have a College to come to?’: 
Correspondence, i, pp. 139-40.] 
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[124] 18 July 1881. UCB Council; acceptance of Marshall’s resignation 


[After reading of Marshall’s letter of 11 July (above)| Resignation of Principal. 
Committee to confer with any member of staff about Principalship and report. 
Resolved: 

1. That in accepting with very great regret the resignation of Professor Marshall as 
Principal of the College and Professor of Political Economy the Council desires to 
record its high appreciation of the great ability, energy, and devotion to the interest 
of the College displayed by him and Mrs Marshall during the whole period of their 
connection with the institution, and to express their heartiest wishes for their future 
welfare, and especially for the restoration of Professor Marshall’s health; that a copy 
of this resolution be presented to Professor Marshall. 

2nd. That the Chairman, the Treasurer, the Master of Balliol, Rev. JM. Wilson and 
Mr Albert Fry be appointed a committee to consider whether any member of staff is 
in their judgment suitable for the appointment of Principal, and to confer with any 
such member, and to report to the Council; that it be an instruction to the committee 
that no one should be recommended as Principal who in their opinion would not be 
able to devote a considerable amount of time and energy to the promotion of the 
interests of the College externally. [> 127] 


[UBSC, DM 506/57, pp. 179, 181 (MS).] 


[125] On 30 July Marshall told his publisher Alexander Macmillan that he had 
long intended to resign as soon as he could decently do so. The work of organizing 
the College was done: it had a staff equal to that of anywhere similar, a ‘sound 
curriculum’ in Arts and Science, and over 500 students. There was little more that 
could be done by a sedentary Principal, which was all that his illness would allow 
him to be; the need now was someone who could actively promote the College to 
the citizens of Bristol: Marshall, Correspondence, i, pp. 141-2, from original in BL, 
Macmillan Papers. 


[126] 9 August 1881. Jowett to Marshall 


West Malvern,'” 
Aug. 9. 1881. 
Dear Professor Marshall, 

I greatly lament the loss which Clifton sustains by the departure of you and Mrs 
Marshall. 

Will you not consider the possibility of your both coming back to us as Professors 
of Political Economy? 

I am afraid that it is impossible for us to get the 200£ which the College [Balliol] 
has hitherto given continued under the embarrassed circumstance of our College 
funds at present. But I think it would be possible to get you elected a Fellow as soon 
as the new statutes come into operation. (The Fellowship is worth 200 a year.) I am 
not certain about this, but I should try it if I had your consent, and no doubt it would 
be warmly supported by H. Smith. 


'* A regular location for Jowett’s vacation reading-parties: Faber, Jowett, pp. 186-7, 418-19. 
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You might receive the fees or a part of them in addition and I do not think that the 
residence required need be more than four or five months so as to give you an almost 
interminable Long Vacation. 

I believe that you would find Clifton or Bristol nearly as good a sphere as you 
could have; and I am sure that Mrs Marshall would never find a better than that in 
which she has been already so useful and so distinguished. 

Will you consider this proposal and not lightly put it aside? 

It might have been better diplomacy to put off broaching the subject to you for six 
months. But I thought on the other hand that it might be more convenient <to you> to 
know of it beforehand, in case you should wish to make arrangements respecting your 
house. I have not spoken to any one but Mr Budd and our friend Wilson respecting 
it, who warmly approve. 

I hope that you are enjoying your holiday. 

I should not propose that you returned to Clifton until Christmas in any case, or 
later if you preferred. 

With kindest regards to Mrs Marshall. 

Ever yours truly, 

B. Jowett. 


[Marshall Lib., Marshall Papers 1/40; printed Marshall, Correspondence, i, pp. 
142-3.] 


[127] 10 August 1881. Council minutes 
Council Meeting 
Wednesday, 10 Aug. 1881. 

Present Mr Budd in the chair, Messrs W.P. Baker, A. Fry, W. Smith, W.K. Wait. 

[Minutes.] 

Report of Committee. Consideration of it adjourned to Sep. 27th. The following 
report respecting the Principalship was presented by Mr Budd: 

Report. 

The committee appointed at the last meeting of the Council relation to the 
Principalship [124] report that they have conferred with Professor Ramsay, and 
that in their judgment he is well suited for the office, and they recommend that he 
be appointed to it, and that he receive as Principal, and in addition to his present 
remuneration as Professor, one eighth of the fees, other than entrance fees, with 
a guarantee that his share of such fees shall not be less that two hundred and fifty 
pounds (£250). 

Resolved: That in consequence of the small attendance the consideration of the 
above report be deferred until Tuesday 27th September, and that the meeting be 
adjourned to that day, and that in the meantime the report be circulated among the 
members of the Council. 

[Signed] F.N. Budd, Septr 27th 1881. 


[UBSC, DM 506/57, pp. 181-2 (MS).] 
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[128] 21 August 1881. Jowett to Marshall 


Dear Professor Marshall, 

I am glad that you have not set aside my hypothetical proposal [126] without 
consideration. No need to send an answer until about Oct. 12. 

The point to which you refer about the payment does not seem important. Surely 
200£ a year cannot be too much for the lectures of yourself and Mrs Marshall; 
proportion of fees might by fixed by Council. 

There is another matter to which I should like to call your attention. The Professor 
of Political Economy at Oxford is an old man, though wiry and energetic (about 76). 
He cannot hold out much longer.'” And I should think that you would have a stronger 
claim than any one else who is likely to be a candidate. This may draw your thoughts 
towards Oxford. 

The possible antagonism with Mrs Ramsay seems to me imaginary. I do not 
believe that any body can quarrel with Mrs Marshall. 

Ever yours truly, 

B. Jowett. 
West Malvern until Aug. 30. afterwards Oxford. 
Aug. 21. 


[Marshall Lib., Marshall Papers 1/41; printed Marshall, Correspondence, 1, pp. 143— 
4; reply not extant.] 


[129] 26 September 1881. Farewell tribute to Marshall from his students 


To Professor Marshall, M.A., Principal of University College, Bristol. 
Dear Sir, 

We, the Political Economy students of University College, Bristol, having heard 
with keen regret that you have resigned your offices of Principal of the College and 
Professor of Political Economy, take this means of expressing to you our deep sense 
of the great loss which the College generally, and its Political Economy students 
specially, will sustain through your resignation, and we are sure that this sense of loss 
will be shared by all who are interested in the progress of education in Bristol and its 
neighbourhood. We feel that our College has been most fortunate in having had for 
its first Principal one so zealous and devoted in its service as you have been, and we 
cannot omit to notice how admirably your work in Bristol has been supplemented by 
Mrs Marshall. We are certain that very much of the success which has attended the 
operations of the College hitherto has been due to the most valuable and indefatigable 
services of yourself and Mrs Marshall in promoting its interests in many ways. 

But it is of course in connection with your own special branch of the College studies 
that we feel most deeply the great loss which will be occasioned by your resignation. 
We wish gratefully to bear witness to the deep interest with which we have attended 
your lectures and classes. We have felt the great advantage of studying this most wide- 
reaching, important, and interesting science of Political Economy under one who is at 
once so completely its master and so enthusiastically devoted to it as you are. 


' Bonamy Price had held the Drummond chair since 1868; despite Jowett’s hopeful forecast he continued 
to do so until his death in 1888. [> 143] 
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We shall never forget the very pleasant hours which we have spent with you over 
this most interesting study, and we are sorry indeed to think that we can no longer 
look forward to a renewal of these pleasant meetings with you. We shall, however, 
continue to be reminded of your connection with our College by your admirable 
book on ‘The Economics of Industry’. 

In conclusion, we desire heartily to wish you and Mrs Marshall many years of 
pleasant labour in the cause of education, and especially in further prosecution of that 
branch of scientific research with which you and she are so specially identified, and 
in order that this may be so we earnestly trust that the rest which you propose now to 
take may restore you to complete and permanent health. 

We are, dear Sir, yours truly 

[74 signatures] 
Bristol, 26th September 1881. 


[Marshall Lib., Marshall Papers 9/16/1 (MS with illuminated heading, on bifolium 
of stiff paper); reprinted Western Daily Press, 30 September 1881 and Marshall, 
Correspondence, 1, p. 145.] 


[130] 27 September 1881. Council minutes 


Adjourned Council Meeting Sep. 27. 1881 

Present Mr Budd in the chair, Mr L. Fry, Mr W.P. Baker, Rev Dr. Caldicott, Mr 
Dobson, Mr Schacht, Dr Spencer, Rev. Dr Percival, Rev. J.M. Wilson. 

Mr Ramsay appointed Principal. The report of the committee appointed at the 
Council meeting held on the 18th day of July [123] in reference to the Principalship 
having been read and discussed, it was resolved: 

That Professor Ramsay be appointed Principal of the College in the room of 
Professor Marshall resigned, and that he receive [127]; and that the engagement be 
terminable on three months’ written notice. 

A letter from Professor Marshall having been read desiring that his resignation 
should take immediate effect, resolved: 

That the resignation of Professor Marshall take effect on October Ist, and that 
Professor Ramsay’s appointment as Principal date from that day. 


[UBSC, DM 506/57, pp. 182-3 (MS).] 
[131] 29 September 1881. J.M. Wilson to Mary Paley Marshall 


Clifton College, Clifton, Bristol. 
Sep. 29/81. 
Dear Mrs Marshall, 
Your joint present has given me very great pleasure. We need no reminder of you; 
nevertheless it will often speak to us. 
Edith has come back full of the address;!”° it has done her good to the back bone; 
and will be a great help to nobleness of life and true public spirit to all who read it. 


'% Edith Wilson, a sister of the writer and one of Mary Marshall’s pupils at UCB. Marshall’s farewell 
address was given on 29 September; abbreviated report in Memorials of Alfred Marshall, ed. A.C. Pigou 
(1925), pp. 16-17, supplementing a memoir by J.M. Keynes first published in The Economic Journal, 34 
(no. 135) (Sept. 1924), pp. 311-72. 
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I have not got the gift of expressing myself freely either by word or letter. And 
so I cannot define and express the very great gain and help your joint friendship has 
been to me (among hundreds more). But now that you are going I cannot help saying 
something. 

I preached a sermon a little time ago whereof the burden was that religion was the 
caring much and caring always for doing one’s duty, and that all that we commonly 
call religion was but accessory to this end.'” And no one has been of late years 
such a religious teacher to me as the late Principal of Univ. Coll. Whether he finds 
help for his life where I do I know not, and it is a matter of secondary importance. 
In what is primary he has long been my master. I most earnestly hope that he will 
have health and strength to continue his work. He has certainly filled his life with 
great interests. 

You have been told often enough that you will both leave a terrible gap. What 
I would rather say [that otiose] is that I hope both his pupils and yours (I am in 
both classes) will not forget what they have learnt, and that you will be multiplied 
manifold in small reflected lights; and that others will grow up. There are many who 
are the clearer and stronger in their life for having known you, and we shall not lose 
all this the moment you go. Rather we shall be on our mettle. 

This is poor stuff I am writing after all. But I have been occupied all the evening 
and I am so tired now that I can scarcely hold a pen. 

If I can I shall come and shake hands about 11; not more. 

Ever yours affectionately, 

J.M. Wilson. 


[Marshall Lib., Marshall Papers 1/109, printed in Marshall, Correspondence, i, pp. 
144-5 |] 


[132] 8 October 1881. Ramsay to his father 


University College Bristol 
8th October, 1881. 
My dear Papa, 

Ihave just got your letter this morning. 

[Personal matter.] 

We are settling down now. The house is very jolly and comfortable.'”’ The cook 
we got to replace the faithless Jessie is a valuable acquisition, according to Mag. 
She is a capital servant and knows how everything should be done. There have been 
a good many callers already, but the rush is expected next week. Mr Beddoe called 
yesterday, and the Dean of Bristol the day before. Mag will have written particulars 
of these visits to her mother, and you will have seen the letters. 

Tonight Rowley is to give his introductory lecture, on ‘Burke and the French 
Revolution’.'” The room will be crowded, judging by the demand for tickets. The 


'7 Perhaps ‘Service the Christian ideal’, 22 May 1881, printed in J.M. Wilson, Sermons preached in 
Clifton College Chapel 1879-1883 (1883), pp. 144-54. 

'8 The newly-wed couple rented 10 Osborne Road, vacated by the Marshalls. Mrs Ramsay was 
“overpowered with the beauty of Clifton’: Travers, Ramsay, pp. 58-9. 

'® Ramsay had previously reported: ‘Rowley is the only one cut up with my appointment. He sulked 
over it and was as cold as a fish. But I have no doubt he will come round. The others were all very cordial 
indeed’: UCL, Ramsay Papers, 5, f. 3 (to his father, 4 October). 
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Dean is to preside, and I shall have to speak, I believe. My address will be short 
and sweet, I promise you. Then on Monday we begin full swing at 10 o’clock. lam 
writing in the Principal’s Room, New Buildings, for I have to attend here for three 
hours to consult about enrolling students when needed. I am liable to be interrupted 
constantly. 

Blaikie dined with us on Wednesday evening and stayed pretty late.'*” 

Ihave to give a lecture at the Museum on Dec. 12th, on improvements in the iron 
and steel manufacture. I want to show the Bessemer process on a small scale, and I 
am a little nervous about its success.'*' I think it will go, however. I have written to 
the Cleveland Iron Co. for specimens etc. 

Then the Frome lectures begin on Tuesday week, so you see I have my hands full. 

We shall be coming north at Christmas, but not for the whole month. I must have 
some time for original work, and must take it then. I haven’t dropped it, but am still 
going in with ‘volumes’. The apparatus is very troublesome. 

[Personal matter.] 

Ever yours affectionately, 

Willie. 


[UCL, Ramsay Papers, 5, p. 4 (holograph).] 


[133] 25 January 1882. Clothworkers’ Company, Trusts and General 
Superintendence Committee 


University College, Bristol. Lectures at Trowbridge. 

Read a letter of 5th instant from Mr T. Clarke of Bellefield, Trowbridge,'” 
respecting the ten lectures lately given by Professor Ramsay, Professor of Chemistry 
at University College, Bristol, on subjects connected with the woollen cloth 
manufactures of the district [116], which lectures he says were not a success owing 
to their not being sufficiently popular in character, and being more suited to students 
than to workpeople. Mr Clarke asks that in the event of the Company contemplating 
making a grant again for lectures they should make it direct to the managing 
committee for them to choose their own lectures and subjects. 

The Clerk reported having replied as follows: 

Clothworkers’ Hall 
9th Janry 1882. 
Sir, 

I beg to acknowledge your letter of 5th inst., the suggestion whereof will receive 
due consideration. Our experience has been that in the present state of education it is 
difficult to reach the workpeople, if the class of foremen and manufacturers’ sons are 
benefitted. Our hope is that the knowledge will filtrate lower down in the course of 
everyday work in the mills. 

The grant of £400 per ann. to the chemical chair at Bristol has not been made 
solely with reference to the lectures in question, but the Court will be sorry to hear 
that they were not a success. If you happen to be in London soon I should be very 
glad to have some conversation with you. 


'89 Adrian Blaikie, temporary lecturer in Chemistry [138]. 

'8! Mrs Ramsay had been frightened by a Bessemer converter encountered at Liége on her wedding 
journey: Travers, Ramsay, p. 58. 

' Thomas Clark of Bellefield House, Hilperton Road: LG, 8 Feb. 1870, p. 747. 
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Iam, yours faithfully, 
Owen Roberts, Clerk to the Company. 
T. Clarke Esq. 
Bellefield, Trowbridge. 


Resolved: That the same is approved. 

The Clerk also reported correspondence with Professor Ramsay of Bristol whence 
it appears that the architect’s estimate for the second block of buildings which would 
enable the College to remove from their temporary premises is £5800, and that 
of this £5040 has been collected exclusive of the £1000 granted by the Company 
conditionally on £9000 being raised [112]. 

Up to date £3251 has been spent on site. 

4866 “ “ present building 
1598 “ = Medical School building 
Total £9715 

If the Company would relax their condition and pay the £1000 towards the 
building of this second block as per architect’s estimate the work could be 
commenced, but the Council would not like to make an unsuccessul application on 
the subject. 

The Committee duly considering the question, authorised the Clerk to give an 
intimation to the Council thro’ Professor Ramsay that the Court would be disposed to 
relax their condition as to the £9000 and pay the £1000 this year, so that the second 
block of buildings, so essential to the development of the College, may be proceeded 
with at once, and the Court is asked to confirm and ratify that intimation — more 
especially as the Finance Committee have included the payment of the £1000 in 
question in the present year’s estimate. 


[Clothworkers’ Co. Archives, CL/B/2/10, pp. 488-9 (MS).] 
[134] 2 February 1882. Roberts to Ramsay 


Clothworkers’ Hall, Mincing Lane EC 
2 Feb 1882. 
Dear Sir, 

It having been intimated to the Court [133] that the second block of buildings 
could be commenced if the condition of the grant of £1000 by this Company could be 
reduced and modified, I am desired to say that if sufficient funds have been subscribed 
to warrant the Council in undertaking the immediate building of the second block if 
the Company’s grant of £1000 is included, this Court will be ready to direct a cheque 
to be drawn in payment of the last instalment to the contractor — assuming the total 
cost to be £6000 or thereabouts. 

Iam, yours faithfully, 

(signed) Owen Roberts, Clerk to the Company. 


[UBSC, DM 506/57, p. 199 (MS copy in Council minutes of 15 February).] 
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[135] 15 February 1882. Council minutes 


[After other business, and reading Roberts’ letter of 2 February] Additional wing to 
be built. The recommendation of the Executive Committee, that in their opinion, it 
is expedient to proceed at once with the building of an additional wing, having been 
reported, and a statement made of the preliminary steps which had been taken, that 
plans had been examined and tenders invited, it was resolved: 

That the recommendation of the Executive Committee, that the building of an 
additional wing be commenced at once, be hereby adopted. 

Tender accepted. More tenders for heating &c. Building Committee appointed. Mr 
Hansom, the architect, being called in, the tenders which had not been made were 
opened, and after their examination it was resolved: 

(1) That the tender of Messrs E.C. Howell and Son, Moon Street, Bristol, for four 
thousand six hundred and ninety-five pounds (£4695) be accepted for the erection of 
an additional wing, according to the plans and specifications prepared by the architect. 

(2) That the tender for heating and ventilating the <new> building sent in by Haden 
and Son of Trowbridge be referred back to Mr Hansom with instructions to obtain 
tenders from other persons. 

(3) That a building committee consisting of Mr L. Fry M.P., Mr W.P. Baker, Rev 
Dr. Caldicott, Mr A. Fry, Mr W.E. George,'*? Dr Spencer, and Rev. J.M. Wilson be 
appointed to superintend the erection of the new building. 


[UBSC, DM 506/57, p. 200 (MS).] 
[136] 12 May 1882. Ramsay to his mother 


University College Bristol. 
12 May 1882. 
My beloved Mama, 

[Personal matter.] 

Well, things are going on much as before. Anent the College, there is not much to tell. 
We are getting a new mathematician to replace Main, and five poor wretches are to be 
asked upon Wednesday week to meet the Council, as I was two years and a quarter ago. 
They are good men, and I don’t mind which gets it. One of them is an elderly man, who 
was formerly Headmaster of the Bristol Grammar School, a high Cambridge graduate, 
and from what I have seen and hear, a very desirable man. We shall see.'** Then Marshall 
is to return next October, but the formal resolution comes before next Council. Mag is 
trembling with joy at having Uncle Jow [Jowett] with us, and with fear at the prospect of 
the dinner. We are to have the Frys, the Waits, and other magnates at dinner. 

[Personal matter.] 

Ever yours, 

Yours affectionately, 

Willie. 


[UCL, Ramsay Papers, 5, f. 27 (holograph).] 


'83 Alderman, and for many years Chairman of Bristol Brewery Georges & Co. Ltd; also on the Council 
of Clifton College: Large, MGB, p. 19; CCFE, p. 84. 

'8 Charles Thomas Hudson, Headmaster of BGS 1855-60, was LLD of St John’s, FRS, an authority on 
rotifera and much else besides, who since leaving the Grammar School had run his own establishment at 
Manilla Hall, Clifton. None of this cut ice with the Council, who on 24 May chose Edward Buck, a recent 
graduate of Hertford College, Oxford: Hill, BGS, pp. 82-3; ODNB; UBSC, DM 506/57, p. 211. 
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[137] 17 May 1882. Budd to Lewis Fry 


Batworthy, Chagford, Devon. 
May 17. 1882. 
My dear Vice-Chairman, 

It is much regret that I send you my resignation of the Chairmanship of the Council 
of University College, Bristol — a step which Iam compelled to take in consequence 
of ceasing to reside in Clifton. As a non-resident I could no longer take that active 
part in the management of the College business, which the Chairman ought to do, 
and I feel that it would not be to the interest of the institution that I should retain my 
post. In placing my resignation in your hands, I would ask you kindly to convey to 
the members of the Council my warm thanks for the great kindness and consideration 
which they have at all times shown me, and which I shall always remember with 
gratitude. 

I cannot help thinking that it would be to the advantage of the College that I should 
also resign my post of member of the Council in order that a resident [of deleted] 
at Clifton might take my place, but in deference to the warmly expressed wish of 
the members present at the last Council meeting, I venture to retain my post at the 
Council table for the present. 

Believe me, very truly yours, 

(signed) F.N. Budd. 


[UBSC, DM 506/57, pp. 211-12 (MS copy in Council minutes of 24 May).] 


At the 24 May meeting Albert Fry was elected Chairman; Lewis Fry resigned as 
Vice-Chairman and was replaced by W.K. Wait. 


[138] 23 May 1882. Ramsay to Clothworkers’ Company 


Univ: Coll: Bristol 
23rd May 1882. 
Report to the Workshipful Company of Clothworkers. 
Gentlemen, 

In accordance with the usual practice, a course of lectures on Chemistry, as applied 
to the clothworking industry, was delivered during the past session. In consequence 
of an invitation from Frome, the lectures were delivered in the Mechanics Institute 
there during the months of October, November and December. I have to report a 
better attendance than was the case at Trowbridge last year, and, as usual, a number 
of questions were asked by the audience at the end of each lecture. The course was 
similar to that delivered at Trowbridge during the preceding year; I need not therefore 
enter into details as they are to be found in my last report. 

During last summer the Chemical Lecturer and Demonstrator, Dr Adrian Blaikie, 
and I continued the researches begun by me on wool. The subject is a difficult one, 
and it is not yet in a sufficiently advanced state for publication; Dr Blaikie, in his 
new sphere at Manchester, is continuing one branch of these researches, while I am 
working at another in Bristol.'* The effect of them is to ascertain the real cause of 


'8 Blaikie left in Jan. 1882 on appointment as an Inspector under the Alkali Act (37 & 38 Vict. c. 43): 
Travers, Ramsay, pp. 57, 61. 
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dyes and mordants adhering to wool, and necessitates an exhaustive examination of 
the products of its decomposition. 

I have been for the last year in consultation with a gentleman who possesses a 
process for scouring wool economically, and experiments on a large scale are 
now being carried out in Mr Tucker’s mill at Frome,'*° to whom I would take this 
opportunity of conveying my thanks for helping out the development of what, I trust, 
may prove a very economical process of removing impurities from raw wool. 

During the ensuing session I propose, with your sanction, to deliver a course of 
evening lectures in the second term in University College. The subject is announced 
as ‘the chemistry of fibre’. I am convinced that a fair class may be induced to 
attend. I am advised by the cloth-workers at Stroud, Trowbridge, and Frome that it 
is not advantageous to deliver courses of lectures on their specialty annually, but 
they agree with me in thinking that benefit might accrue from such a course as the 
one proposed. I feel that it must be the intention of the Worshipful Company, not 
only to spread knowledge among the manufacturers of woollen goods, but also 
among the retailers, and it is for the latter class that the proposed course of lectures 
is designed. 

Iam, Gentlemen, your obedient servant, 

William Ramsay. 


[Clothworkers’ Co. Archives, CL/B/2/10, pp. 549-50 (MS copy in Trusts and General 
Superintendence Committee minutes of 31 May).] 


[139] 24 May 1882. Council minutes 


[Among other business] Report on Botanical Garden. A report on the Botanical 
Garden having been received from Mr Leipner, he was authorized to convey the 
thanks of the Council to several donors. This report stated that he had received 509 
plants from seven donors and 247 seeds from two donors, together with 500 cast iron 
labels for the garden from Mr John Lysaght. Also that he had received £[blank]3. 12.0 
in donations including £35 from the Local Executive Committee, and £10 from the 
Faculty of the Medical School, and two annual subscriptions, one of 21/- from Mr 
E.C. Board, and one of 5/- from Mr H. Grundy; and that the whole expense to the 
present date had been £89. 15. 11%. 


[UBSC, DM 506/57, p. 219 (MS).] 
[140] October 1882.Sylvanus Thompson to the Chairman and Council of UCB 


University College, Bristol. 
Private October 1882. 
To the Chairman and Council of University College, Bristol: 
Gentlemen, 
As the new buildings, in which the Physical Department of the College is to 
be established, are now approaching completion, and as the laboratories of that 
department will shortly be opened, I beg to lay before you the accompanying list 


'86 For whom see The Diary of William Henry Tucker 1825-1850, ed. H. Rogers (Wiltshire Record Soc. 
62, 2009). 
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of the apparatus which is wanting to complete the working outfit of the same. The 
apparatus required for merely illustrating the College lectures is already in the 
possession of the College; but, save a few small resistance coils, a few thermometers, 
a calorimeter, a tangent galvanometer and a quadrant electrometer, the standard 
instruments necessary for Physical laboratory work, of the character undertaken in 
similar colleges to ours, are not yet in the possession of our Physical Department. 

I have pleasure in informing you that I have lately received a few valuable standard 
instruments as gifts for the College from private sources. In every branch of Physics, 
however, especially in Electricity, the standard instruments are still wanting. Such 
practical work as has hitherto been done by students in the temporary Physical laboratory 
has been consequently done at a great disadvantage and with improvised apparatus of an 
inexact and unreliable kind. This is a state of things which, though inevitable hitherto, 
is altogether unworthy of a university college. It contrasts very unfavourably with the 
equipment of the Physical laboratories of such kindred and rival instutions as University 
College, Liverpool, University College, Nottingham, University College, London, the 
Mason College, the Owens College. 

It is impossible for your Professor of Experimental Physics any longer to endure 
the disadvantage at which he and the students in his Department are placed by the 
fact that the necessary appliances for laboratory work have never been supplied to 
them. 

I therefore take the opportunity of the approaching removal into our new 
laboratories to ask what provision you intend to make for furnishing the apparatus 
named in the accompanying list. 

I have further to state that I shall have much pleasure in handing over to your 
Treasurer £50 toward the expense of this essential outfit, provided you will guarantee 
that a sum of five hundred pounds shall be forthcoming to purchase the most-needed 
of these standard instruments. 

Iam, gentlemen, your obedient servant, 

Sylvanus P. Thompson. 


[With printed list of items amounting to £685 10s; below which, referral by Council 
to the Local Executive Committee.] 


[UBSC, DM 506/57, pp. 224-5 (mimeographed signed MS and printed list pasted 
into Council minutes).] 


[141] 18 January 1883. Ramsay to A.J. Mundella, Vice-President of the 
Committee on Education!*’ 


University College, Bristol. 
18th. January 1883. 
Sir, 
I am directed by the Council of University College, Bristol, to lay before you the 
following facts in view of the proposed establishment of a college in South Wales. 


'87 Mundella was Liberal MP for Sheffield constituencies from 1868 until his death in 1897; Vice- 
President of Education 1880-5; President of the Board of Trade in Gladstone’s two latter governments 
1886, 1892-4; a strong supporter of Firth College, and university extension generally: W.H.G. Armytage, 
A.J. Mundella 1825-1897: The Liberal Background to the Labour Movement (1951), esp. pp. 192, 329— 
31; ODNB. 
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Communications have been received from the respective committees which have 
been formed for promoting the establishment of this college at Cardiff and Swansea. 
In consequence of these communications, the Council have carefully taken into 
consideration the facts on both sides, and their bearing on education in Wales as 
well as in Bristol and the West of England; and venture to lay before the Education 
Department their opinion in favour of Swansea. 

So far as can be gathered from the statements issued by these committees, the 
character of the work to be done by the proposed college for South Wales will be 
identical with that which is now done by University College, Bristol, which was 
established in 1876 professedly for the purpose of affording a centre for higher 
education for the West of England and South Wales. 

The Council therefore are of opinion that the close proximity of Bristol and Cardiff 
would operate disadvantageously to both, especially in view of the approaching 
completion of the Severn Tunnel,'** which will enable the journey from Bristol to 
Cardiff to be accomplished in a little over one hour, whereas if at Swansea no such 
competition would be experienced. 

It has been found that the students attending University College, Bristol, live not 
merely at Bristol, but also at considerable distances. It is to be assumed that a Welsh 
college would also draw students from an area somewhat distant from its centre. It is 
evident that Bristol and Swansea together would cover a greater field than Bristol and 
Cardiff, with the effect of benefitting both the adjacent population and the institutions 
themselves. 

The Council of this College therefore venture to express to the Education 
Department their opinion that in the interests of education, it would be more desirable 
that the proposed college should be located at Swansea, which is the centre of the 
manufacturing industries of Wales, and on that ground a more desirable position than 
Cardiff; and beg leave to suggest that the position at Bristol of a similar institution to 
that proposed for South Wales should be carefully considered. 

Iam desired at the same time to send you some papers giving information respecting 
the work done at, and the numbers of students attending University College, Bristol. 

Iam, Sir, your obedient servant, 

William Ramsay, Principal. 


[PRO, ED 119/74 (MS copy).] 
[142] 21 January 1883. Lewis Fry to Mundella 


Goldney House, Clifton Hill, Bristol. 
21 Jan. 1883. 
Dear Mr Mundella, 

When the Swansea v. Cardiff question comes before you for decision I trust you 
will kindly give your consideration to the letter which has been sent to the Department 
from University College, Bristol [141] asking that the Welsh ‘University’ may not 
be placed within an hour of them, as it will be at Cardiff. If you will turn over our 
Calendar, which has been sent to you, and look at our work and the names of our 
Council who nearly all take an active practical interest in the College, I think you will 
see that we are doing and are likely to do as good work as the S. Welsh University 


'8§ The tunnel opened for passenger traffic in December 1886. 
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will accomplish, and as Bristol is very much connected with S. Wales by business and 
in other ways we naturally look upon the latter as an important part of the field we 
were established to occupy. We have spent £25,000 in starting our College and very 
difficult work it has been, and as we have not the good fortune to talk any barbarous 
language of our own, we don’t look for Government help like our neighbours. All we 
ask is that you will be so good as to take our existence into account in giving your 
judgment. 
Yours very truly, 
Lewis Fry. 


[PRO, ED 119/74 (holograph); extract in Williams, Univ. Movement in Wales, pp. 
174-5.] 


[143] 29 April 1883. Ramsay to his parents 
10 Osborne Road. 
Sunday. 
[Added above in pencil: 29th April 1883.] 
My dear Ancestors, 

[Private matter.] 

We have started again, but much more easy work has to be done this term than last. 
Ihave been slaving all these holidays at calculations, and I have nearly got everything 
off my hands here; there is little to be done but to write the paper. I shall have several 
to read at the Chem. Soc. about the end of May, and I think, one at the R.S. 

The latest news is here is that Marshall is going to leave us, to retire to Oxford. He 
has been offered a lectureship at Balliol College, not much worth monetarily, as he 
openly states, but he doesn’t tell the others what he told me, that the present Prof. of 
Political Economy, Price, is nearly 80 years of age. M. has a pretty knack of doing 
what appears very unselfish, with a due regard for contingencies. He got at the same 
time an offer to lecture at Cambridge, I forget in what capacity, but as he explained, 
he would have to share honours there with about a dozen others, whereas at Oxford 
he reigns second to only one and he an octogenarian.'®” 

I think we shall not appoint a successor to Marshall. A much better plan will 
be to give Fanshawe an assistant to do junior Greek and Latin work, and to let F. 
teach what he likes, Moral Philosophy etc. F. is a thoroughly good fellow, and quite 
deserves it.’ But Marshall has already planned what is to become of the £250 which 
Balliol gives, and one part of his scheme is that Mary Fry shall fill Mrs M.’s shoes! I 
should like to see Mr Fry’s face when he hears the proposition. I think you know M. 
Fry. She is very clever but could no more teach such a class than fly.!*! 

This is a lot of College gossip but I haven’t much more to give you. 

Leipner is to get a testimonial of £100 from the Naturalists’ Society. He has been 
Secretary for 21 years, and the Society owes its creation and preservation to him. So 
their gratitude will take that form. Mag is knitting the silk purse which will contain 


'8° When telling his grandfather of Marshall’s impending departure, Ramsay added: ‘I can’t say I am 
altogether sorry, though in some respects he is a nice fellow’: UCL, Ramsay Papers, 5, p. 58 (19 May). It 
should be noted that the Oxford plot had been hatched by Jowett two years earlier, and would fail [128]. 
' Buck, the recently appointed Mathematics Lecturer, was given this task, with an additional £75 p.a.: 
UBSC, DM 506/57, p. 248. 

'! Richenda Mary, Albert Fry’s elder daughter (Mrs Henry Napier Abbot), was nevertheless appointed: 
UBSC, DM 506/57, pp. 248-9. 
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this offering. You would be surprised how small a purse will hold 100 sovereigns. My 
silk one, that Blaikie gave me, holds [them corrected to] that and has room to spare. 
I have still four lectures a week at 9 a.m. and one in the evening; but somehow it 
isn’t so difficult as last term. 
[Chemical and private matter.] 
Ever yours affectionately, 
W. Ramsay. 


[UCL, Ramsay Papers, 5, f. 47 (holograph).] 
[144] 10 June 1883. Ramsay to his mother 


10 Osborne Road, 
10th June 1883. 
My dear Mammy, 

I should have written before (do my letters always begin this way?)'”* but I have 
really very little time. This week I have had three meetings, and a good deal to get up 
for them — reports and such-like. They involve new arrangements — the appointment 
of a lecturer in Architecture — a Mr Jones'” — the appointment of Mary Fry to succeed 
Mrs Marshall in teaching girls Pol. Econ. What girls want to know more than the 
merest elements of Pol. Ec. I can’t see. But their sweet fancy leads them, and if 
they like it, it can do them no harm. Also the appointment of Stock as Registrar vice 
Langley got rid of.'* Henry’s brother will come as office boy. These changes [save] 
nearly £200 a year, which is much needed. 

[Private matter.] 

Ever your loving, 

Willie. 


[UCL, Ramsay Papers, 5, f. 51 (holograph).] 
[145] 2 July 1883. UCB Council to Roberts 


University College, Bristol. 
2nd July 1883. 
Dear Sir, 

The accompanying plan shews a triangular piece of unoccupied ground adjoining 
the College property, now offered to the Council by the owners on the same terms on 
which a builder has proposed to take it for the erection of at least three houses. Our 
buildings will be materially affected if these houses are erected without due regard 
to our light, and in every way the acquisition of this piece of land would be most 
desirable. The value of our present property would also be increased by our having 
the command of the entire plot. 

Mr W.E. George was so strongly impressed with this view, that he has generously 
offered £500 towards the purchase money, which is about £1500. Some other sums 


' Very often; but (as will be evident from the examples printed here) Ramsay’s letters to his parents were 
frequent and substantial. 

3 Edward Jones: UBSC, DM 506/57, p. 248. 

' Langley had put his office at the Council’s disposal in February, and had been given notice: Alfred E. 
Stock, appointed on 21 November, was the son of the original Secretary: UBSC, DM 506/57, pp. 238, 249. 
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have been kindly promised, and we venture to ask your assistance to enable us to 
complete the purchase. 
We are, dear Sir, yours faithfully, 
[Signed] Albert Fry, Chairman. 
W.K. Wait, Vice-Chairman. 
List of donations. 


WEE. George Esq. £500 
Lewis Fry Esq. M.P. 100 
William Smith Esq. 100 


[Clothworkers Co. Archives, CL/B/2/11, p. 227/1 (holograph), tipped into the 
Company’s Trusts and General Superintendence Committee minutes of 18 & 31 July, 
where it is recorded (p. 226): “this Company is not prepared under any circumstances 
to make any additional grant in aid of University College, Bristol, apart from the 
subsidy of £300 per ann. towards the chair of Chemistry, which should be made 
subservient in some degree to the purposes which the Company had originally in 
view’.] [> 152] 


[146] 24 September 1883. William Proctor Baker, Chairman of the Colston 
Trustees, to Percival 


Redcliff Back, Bristol. 
Sept 24th 1883. 
My dear Canon Percival, 

I cannot tell you how vexed I feel that you had the trouble to come here on Saturday 
and that the pressing emergency arose which prevented my being able to discuss your 
scholarship scheme. I am sorry that you are so much engaged this week that you are 
unable to give me an interview. Mr Stock has been with me today on College matters 
and I find that he is occupied in making arrangements for carrying out your scheme 
of scholarships, so that I venture to trouble you with a few remarks before you finally 
settle your plans. In the first place I feel very strongly that it is not the want of means 
that prevents evening classes from being resorted to by larger numbers, and that the 
reason lies far more in the disinclination for exertion and in ignorance of the value 
of the institution afforded. I think the disinclination disappears after a short period 
of labour at the work [sic] of the young man’s life and the ignorance is brought 
him by contact with the problems which his occupation daily brings before him. 
Then it is that he is willing to be taught and able to pay for his teaching out of 
his own resources. And what is paid for is valued at an infinitely higher rate than 
what is given. It must be remembered that the majority of boys detest school and 
rejoice in their emancipation from being taught. I am convinced that the candidates 
who will [received corrected to] receive the proposed scholarships would not be, 
except in a very small proportion, additional students, but those who in the absence 
of scholarships would be fee paying attendants of the classes. What I say applies to 
evening classes and I ought to add that I think that substantial day scholarships of 
say £25 per annum would be most valuable, as these would enable the parents of 
children to dispense with their earnings!! From what you said as to the age I gained 
the idea that you wished to catch boys of from 14 to 16 — and there is much to be 
said for that desire. But if that be so, is it necessary to provide for young men of from 
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17 to 19? Now if you take the boys of 14 and 15 there must be a new organization 
of classes, for an experience of 25 years at Trade School evening classes has taught 
the lesson most distinctly that adults cannot be combined with boys; for the adults 
intensely dislike the association with boys, and the boys require a different discipline 
and mode of teaching. The older the student the more earnest he is and the younger 
the more frivolous, as a general rule. In the paper handed to me by William Smith it 
is proposed to give 60 scholarships to candidates under 16 years of age tenable at the 
Trade School. As there are some 230 adults (from 16 to 40 years of age) attending 
the classes I think the Governors would be unwilling to take the risk of attempting 
to mix boys with these, and there are neither rooms nor staff at the building now 
occupied for additional classes. Would you therefore kindly submit your plan or its 
modifications to the Governors before publishing it, as it may turn out that the lads 
could not be received at present. Then, as it seems to me the effect of the senior 
scholarships to be tenable at the University College only (apart from my previously 
stated objections) will be to attract and pay for the best 60 students who have already 
attended the [call corrected] College or School classes or the best 60 who have not 
attended either, and send them to the College. The adoption of this plan would I 
fear force the managers of the Trade School to adopt a scheme equally attractive 
to students in order to retain them, because a very large fraction of the salary of the 
teachers depends upon the earnings of students as [rewarded corrected to] awarded 
on the result of the Government examinations, and they therefore cannot afford to 
lose all the better students. Nor is the assumption of seniority for the evening classes 
of the College quite just to the teachers of the Trade School, whose bread depends on 
the results gained, because as a matter of fact, the average work of the Trade School 
is more advanced than that of the College evening classes. And then if, as I have no 
doubt would be the case, students were diverted from the one institution to the other 
there would be no gain to the general cause of education. 

Finally as a matter of College finance I find it constantly the case that gifts to either 
of the funds connected with the College work are regarded as gifts to the College, 
and as excuses for not contributing to the General Fund, and therefore I am in our 
present needy condition always afraid of diversion of funds. But this is a minor 
matter, but perhaps a little pressed on me just now that we are lacking the money to 
pay what we owe. I must ask you to excuse the somewhat rough and jerkey [sic] form 
of this letter, which has been written in short ‘intervals of business’ this afternoon, as 
I have not time to recast it.'” I send it however as it is in the hope that you may find 
in it some suggestion that may be of use in framing the conditions of your scheme. 

I remain your truly [added in pencil] W Proctor Baker. 

P.S. It ought to be borne in mind that there are in Bristol about 300 scholarships 
carrying education, board and in most cases clothing in the city and Colston schools, 
which ought to be taking from the wage earning classes that number of children for 
higher education. It is a magnificent provision. 


[BRO, SMV/5/4/3/1, bundle 5 (holograph file copy); copy in bundle 3.] 


°° The extant copy is beautifully written. 
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[147] 24 September 1883. Percival to Baker 


The Manor House, Clifton 
Sept. 24. 1883. 
Dear Mr Baker, 

Best thanks for your letter. 1 am very much driven hour by hour this week, so 
kindly excuse a very brief note. I have modified the scheme to the enclosed; and 
I think it very likely that the Trade School will reap the chief benefit. I was not 
thinking of the special interests of either College or School or any other place, but 
only of the stimulus to the Trade Societies and <young> working people. If I inclined 
towards giving a few scholarships to the College, it was only because you Merchant 
folk are so rich, and the College needs and deserves help. Could not the Merchants 
do something for it? 

I hope to get the money needed for this venture without going to the public 
generally. Will you help me with anything, and will any friend of yours help? 

Yours in great haste, very truly, 

J. Percival. 


[BRO, SMV/5/4/3/1, bundle 5 (holograph original); copy in bundle 3.] 


[148] 1883. ‘Anti-Pauperization’ to the Editor of the Daily Bristol Times and 
Mirror 


Evening Class Scholarships 
Sir, 

I see from advertisements that the authorities of University College, Bristol, have 
offered for competition to the wage-earning classes (whatever these may be) eighty 
or more scholarships, to be held, according to the option of the candidates, at the 
University College itself, or any of its affiliated schools, or at the Bristol Trade 
school, and of sufficient value to cover the evening class fees of these institutions and 
to buy books. The examinations are to be held at the University College and certain 
affiliated schools. 

Assuming that the exercise of the option above referred to will be absolutely free 
and not even unconsciously biassed [sic], this is a liberal and disinterested offer on 
the part of the University College, and argues that its funds are in good case: but that 
it is an offer conceived in the real interests of education and of the classes which it is 
designed to benefit may be fairly doubted or even denied. 

It is, in fact, an offer to provide gratuitous education on a large scale — not such 
education as would be had if the State or the borough were to defray its cost, for then 
every resident who availed himself of it would feel that to some extent he contributed 
towards the expense, but absolutely gratuitous education like that of a charity school. 
The recipients will contribute nothing, nay, they will be paid for accepting the boon, 
for the scholarships will cover more than the amount of their fees. 

Can anything be imagined more demoralising of its kind? 

It is a proposition universally assented to, that whatever is bought by even a small 
sacrifice is prized far more highly than what can be had for the asking;’”° and it is 
usually believed that one who feels he is paying his way preserves his self-respect far 
more thoroughly than one who feels himself to be to any extent dependent on charity. 


°° A distinct echo of W-P. Baker’s letter of 24 September [146]. 
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For this reason it is the aim of most judicious philanthropists to avoid giving 
anything gratis, but to secure that, while everything they purvey — be it food for the 
body or for the mind — shall be of the best possible quality, and sold at the lowest 
remunerative price, it shall nevertheless always be sold. 

The principle — to depart from which is a serious step in a downward direction 
— it is notorious has been acted upon from beginning to end by the Science and Art 
Department in their efforts to advance education throughout the United Kingdom; 
and it is the principle which has hitherto been adopted (surely with a success which 
should encourage to perseverance) both in the University College and in the Trade 
School, the fees charged by these institutions being exceedingly small, and certainly 
within the reach of anyone who has had the means of procuring that preliminary 
knowledge without which any kind of higher teaching is practically useless. 

No one conversant with the working classes in this city will believe that a lad 
who desires education of the kind offered, and is competent to benefit by it, will be 
prevented from getting it by his inability to obtain for the purpose a few shillings in 
the course of the year. 

The case is quite different with the scholarships given for tenure at our Universities, 
for these (unless they are abused) enable men to go through the University course 
who otherwise would be quite unable to leave their homes and do so. 

Self-reliance and independence are at least as valuable to the working man as a 
knowledge of mathematics or of natural science, and should be cultivated rather than 
undermined, not only in the matter of bodily necessities, but in relation to mental 
wants also. 

‘Corruptio optimi pessima’ .To pauperise people in things of the highest importance, 
such as education, is far worse than to pauperise them by doles of money, coals, and 
food, as is already done in Bristol to so lamentable an extent. 

I hope that, on reflection, the authorities of University College, Bristol, and also 
the wage-earning classes, will see that the recent proposal is a mistake, that it will 
lower the value set upon education, and whittle away the independent feeling of those 
who let themselves be bribed to go to school; that although the proposed scholarships 
may add for a time a few more scholars to the evening classes at the above-named 
schools, such an artificial increase is not likely to be lasting, not being the result of 
healthy, spontaneous growth; that no one can be permanently and usefully helped 
who does not take some trouble and perhaps make some sacrifice to help himself; 
that, in fact, the money to be spent on these scholarships, while it might perhaps be 
usefully employed in improving the tuition or adding to the comfort of the taught 
while in school, will be worse than wasted if spent as is proposed, and will benefit 
neither those that give nor those that take. 

Faithfully yours, 

Anti-Pauperization. 


[BRO, 37886/3/4/1 (printed).] 
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[149] 2 October 1883. Percival to John Wall, Secretary of the Trades Council'”’ 


Chapter House, Bristol. 
Oct. 2. 
Private 
Dear Sir, 

I see in the Times & Mirror a nonsensical letter from a person signing himself 
Anti-Pauperization. 

If you are taking any notice of it, he might firmly be told that if he was educated 
at any grant school he received his education at about 2 its cost and ought to feel 
pauperized. 

If he or any member of his family attends any class at University College or the 
Trade School <or any such institution> he pays only a very small portion of the 
cost of the education he receives, and ought <on his [deleted word] theory> to feel 
pauperized. 

No member of the middle or upper class enters a college at Oxford or Cambridge 
without receiving lodging and education at a rate far below the actual cost. The 
rest is charity, according to this man’s notions; and every such person ought to feel 
pauperized. 

But supposing all this a true view, it does not apply to our evening class scholarships 
because these are won by merit as prizes, whereas for the educational benefits above 
mentioned people have only to knock at the door and walk in. 

If any notice is taken of him, please point out also that these scholarships are 
not originated or paid for by the authorities of University College, or any other 
institution, but started from a meeting of the Trades Council. 

You can make any use you please of the matter of this letter, only don’t mention 
my name. 

Yours truly, 

J. Percival. 


[BRO, 37886/3/4/1 (MS).] 
[150] 4 October 1883. Wall to the Editor of the Daily Bristol Times and Mirror 


Evening Class Scholarships 
Sir, 

These are certainly two errors in the early paragraphs of the letter of your 
correspondent ‘Anti-Pauperization’. 

The first is one of ‘figures’, and not very important; still, to be correct, our 
friend should have stated that 120 (and not 80) or more scholarships are offered for 
competition to the members of the wage-earning classes. 

The second error is one of ‘facts’ and is therefore of a far graver nature, and goes 
to show that ‘Anti-Pauperization’ has rushed in ‘where angels fear to tread’. Your 
correspondent says, ‘that the authorities of University College, Bristol, have offered 


‘7 Percival had been invited to address the Trade Council’s meetings at the Star coffee-house in Old 
Market. He had already given Wall’s fellow cobbler (and fellow poet) Richard Gregory employment at 
Clifton: S. Mullen, ‘Let me dream: John Wall, Bristol shoemaker poet, 1855-1915’, in New Views of Co- 
operation, ed. S. Yeo (1988), pp. 154-73, esp. pp. 160-1, 165; Large and Whitfield, Trades Council, p. 
13; W.H.G. Armytage, Sir Richard Gregory: His Life and Work (1957), p. 3. 
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these scholarships for competition’. This I am in a position to state is incorrect, for 
the University College neither originated, nor are they paying for, these scholarships. 
[The remainder of the letter rehearses and amplifies Percival’s points, in calmer 
tone.| 

Thanking you, by anticipation, for the insertion of this letter, and apologizing for 
its length.’ 

I am, Sir, yours respectfully, 

Jno.W.H. Wall, 
Secretary Bristol Trades Council. 

38, Croydon-street, Easton Road, October 4th, 1883. 


[BRO, 37886/3/4/1 (printed).] 


[151] October 1883. ‘Anti-Pauperization’ to the Editor of the Daily Bristol 
Times and Mirror 


Evening Class Scholarships 
Sir, 

Tam relieved to find from Dr Ramsay’s disclaimer that the authorities of University 
College, Bristol, have not taken any part in promoting the scheme for the evening 
class scholarships about which I addressed you, and which I believe to be a scheme 
of educational pauperization. 

I gladly apologise to the College authorities for having unjustly deemed them 
capable of such a course; but I must be allowed to plead that my mistake was 
excusable, inasmuch as their registrar signed, and still signs, the advertisement which 
makes known the existence of the scheme, and the College and schools connected 
with it are the only places named for the examination of persons anxious for the 
promised dole. 

It will be interesting to learn who is the parent of the scheme, and to whom the 
‘scholars’ are to look for their annual pittance. 

Faithfully yours, 

Anti-Pauperization. 


[BRO, 37886/3/4/1 (printed).] 
[152] 21 November 1883. Council minutes 


[After other business] Report of the Local Executive Committee [after other matter]. 
The desirability of appointing a Lady Registrar for the Women’s Department was 
suggested to the Committee, but Mrs Ramsay having kindly offered to attend to the 
admission of women students, the Committee accepted this generous offer. 

In compliance with the request of the Council, the Chairman ascertained from 
Messrs Sturge and Son’ that the portion of land of about half an acre adjoining the 
College [<4 145] could be purchased for about fifteen hundred pounds (£1500), with 
an addition of about one hundred and fifty pounds (£150) for roads, or leased on 
payment of ground rent of about sixty-five pounds (£65) per annum. 


' Tt is about half the length of the letter to which it responds. 
'® J.P. Sturge & Sons (formerly Son), surveyors, of Corn Street. 
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The Committee have much pleasure in reporting that Mr W.E. George generously 
offered a sum of five hundred pounds (£500) towards the purchase of this land, on 
condition that the remainder of the sum required be subscribed. A further sum of four 
hundred and ninety pounds (£490) has also been promised. In the event of purchase, 
the trustees are willing to allow the unpaid balance to remain due at four (4) per cent. 

Mr George has confirmed his generous offer; and he and other donors have expressed 
a hope that this land, when purchased, will be held for the uses of the College, unless 
some unforeseen circumstances should render its retention undesirable. 

Under these circumstances, the Committee strongly recommend the Council to 
purchase this piece of additional land for the uses of the College.” 

[Other business.] 

Government Aid. The following letter from Professor Thompson was considered: 
To the Council of University College, Bristol. 

Gentlemen, 

I venture to approach you on a subject of great importance to the future of the 
College. 

I wish respectfully to urge upon you the desirability of presenting a memorial to 
Her Majesty’s Government praying for the issue of a Royal Commission to inquire 
into the facilities for higher education in the West and South-West of England, and 
the further desirability of taking steps to procure from Her Majesty’s Government a 
promise of assistance in the erection of the buildings of the College similar to that 
given on the case of the College buildings in the city of Glasgow, for the erection of 
which the Government contributed £90,000. 

On the occasion of a remarkable speech recently delivered by the Rt Hon. Lord 
Aberdare at the opening of the University College of South Wales,”' I ventured 
to take upon myself as a private individual to address a letter on the subject of 
Government endowments to the public press; and I trust that what I have said in my 
private capacity may have met with your approval. 

I would only further point out that the Government grant of £8000 a year to the 
University Colleges of Wales was the direct outcome of the work of a Departmental 
Committee appointed two years before to inquire into the facilities for higher 
education in Wales. 

Iam, Gentlemen, your obedient servant, 

(signed) Silvs P. Thompson. 
Univ. Coll. Bristol, 
Oct. 30. 1883. 

Resolved: That although the Council do not think it expedient at present to apply 
to Government for aid, they desire to thank Professor Thompson for calling their 
attention to the subject; that it is desirable to ascertain from other similar colleges 
whether they are disposed to join in an application to the Government, and that the 
Principal be requested to correspond with other colleges on the matter. 


[UBSC, DM 506/57, pp. 249-50, 264-5 (MS).] 


°° On 20 Feb. 1884 it was reported that a further £96 had been given for this purpose, and that the contract 
had been sealed on a down payment of £1000, leaving about £450 still to be raised: UBSC, DM 506/57, 
p. 275. 

°°! Aberdare, Home Secretary in Gladstone’s first government, chaired the Departmental Committee on 
intermediate and higher education in Wales (appointed 1880), which led to the creation of the federal 
university (1895). He was first President of the college at Cardiff, which opened on 24 Oct. 1883: Williams, 
Univ. Movement in Wales, pp. 49-50, 90 and passim; Vernon, Universities and the State, pp. 38-9 


Section II: Canvassing 117 
[153] 13 January 1884. Ramsay to his father 


10 Osborne Road, Clifton. 
13th Jany 1884. 
My dear Papa, 

Iam afraid I am not such a good correspondent as I should be, but really I have not 
much to add to Mag’s news. You know Sollas has left us, and on Friday we appointed 
a temporary man, a Mr Conway [sic] Lloyd Morgan, who, in spite of his name is not a 
Welshman, but only a descendant of one.”” He has been Prof. at Cape-town University 
and had to leave on account of his health. He is about my own age, has a long black 
beard, and is a very gentlemanly, pleasant fellow. Of course I speak only from his 
having lunched with us, but one gains impressions favourable or unfavourable, and 
his impression is decidedly favourable. There is a Mrs M. and two boys, and we have 
asked them to stay with us till they get lodgings. I think he will do. And he can’t be 
more disorderly than Sollas; and he gives one the impression of system and order. If 
he is successful, he will very probably be appointed permanently. [> 154] 

We were at a dance last night in Dora’s honour. That young person would lead 
the fashion if she were permanent here. She danced every dance, and enjoyed her 
party muchly. Cross, one of the Med. School lecturers was there, and told me that the 
Medical School are ripening their project of union with us, and will bring it before 
the Council very soon. I expect it will happen before the end of this session, but I 
don’t expect to have to rearrange my lectures till next year.** One thing is certain; I 
must give up the Clothworkers’ lectures, and we must get some substitute. 

I dare say I have mentioned Col. Reynolds, a retired military who is working at 
Chemistry just now.™ He is a man I should say over 40. A very nice fellow, and we 
are rapidly becoming chums. He brought his wife to afternoon tea at the College the 
other day, and met Mag and Dora. Mrs R. has made a very favourable impression 
on Mag, so I think we shall have nice friends. They intend to remain here for a good 
many years, and he wishes to be a chemist, and go in for original work. We shall 
soon have quite a chemical school here, for Richardson, one of my predecessor Letts’ 
assistants, is coming to work with me till he gets something to do.” As it is, Young*”* 
and I are producing more work than comes from any laboratory in Britain, and I think 
this [is] getting to be known. I hope we shall make it a well known chemical school 
and attract outsiders. 

[Personal matter.] 

Ever yours affectionately, 

Willie. 


[UCL, Ramsay Papers, 5, f. 63 (holograph).] 


202 


Studied at the Royal School of Mines under T.H. Huxley; chief executive of UCB as Dean then Principal 
1887-1909, briefly first Vice-Chancellor of the University, remaining Professor of Psychology and Ethics 
to his retirement in 1920; FRS 1899: autobiography in The History of Psychology in Autobiography, ii, 
ed. C.A. Murchison (Worcester MA, 1930), pp. 237-64 (chiefly about his pioneering work on animal 
behaviour). 

203 A scheme was presented to the Council on 28 May, and then withdrawn for further consideration, 
whereupon the project was stalled: UBSC, DM 506/57, pp. 287-90. 

2 Henry Charles Reynolds, RE and Durham Light Infantry, later Professor of Military Topography at 
Sandhurst: LG, 26 July 1881; Whitaker's Almanack (1891), p. 266. Travers, Ramsay, p. 69. 

205 Arthur Richardson, later Principal of the Central Hindu College, Benares: Travers, Ramsay, p. 69. 

26 Sydney Young, who had been Ramsay’s assistant at UCL; Professor of Chemistry 1887-1903; FRS 
1893; moved to chair at Trinity College, Dublin, from which he retired in 1928. 
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[154] 14 January 1884. The Registrar to Conwy Lloyd Morgan 


University College, Bristol. 
14th January 1884. 
Dear Sir, 

I beg leave to send you a copy of the resolution of the Local Executive Committee, 
11th January, by which you are appointed Lecturer on Geology and Zoology for the 
remainder of the present session, as follows: 

Resolved: That Mr C. Lloyd Morgan be appointed Lecturer on Geology and 
Zoology, to carry on the work of the Geological Department for the remainder of the 
session 1883-84.” 

I am, dear Sir, yours faithfully, 

Alfred E. Stock, Registrar and Secretary. 


[UBSC, DM 2286/1 (holograph); with the like, 5 June, informing Lloyd Morgan that 
he had been promoted Professor. ] 


[155] April 1884. Circular from Percival 


Chapter House, Bristol. 
April 1884. 
Dear Sir, 

On behalf of a committee of gentlemen who are anxious to do something for the 
education of boys and girls who have left the elementary schools of the city I venture 
to ask if you could without inconvenience furnish me with answers to the enclosed 
questions. I may add that we hope it may be possible to establish a connected 
system of evening classes throughout the city and also a considerable number of 
evening class scholarships and bursaries, and thus to devise some way of inducing 
the majority of the children to continue their education after leaving school. If from 
your experience you have any remarks or suggestions to make I hope you will do me 
the favour of adding them to your answer to the questions I have taken the liberty of 
asking, should you feel able to oblige me with an answer. 

Yours very faithfully, 

J. Percival. 


[BRO, SMV/5/4/3/1, unnumbered (duplicated holograph).] 
[156] 28 May 1884. Council minutes 


[After other business] Finance. Letter from the Treasurer. The following letter from 
the Treasurer with regard to the financial position of the College was read: 
Bristol, May 27th 1884. 
To the Council of University College, Bristol. 
Gentlemen, 
I beg leave to submit for your consideration the accompanying statements of 
accounts, one of which shews that there will be a deficiency at the end of the current 


*°” UBSC, DM 506/54, p. 267. 
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College year of £707 2. 7; the other one exhibits an estimate of the year 1884-85 
(calculated on the basis of the current year) resulting in a deficiency of £780 on the 
year’s working. 

I have appended to the latter account a memorandum showing the liabilities of 
the College of which a considerable portion will have to be met in 1884-85, and 
showing the total estimated liabilities of the College at September 1885, if none of 
these liabilities should have been discharged meanwhile. 

I desire to draw the attention of the Council to the serious deficiency still occurring 
on each year’s working, notwithstanding recent reductions of expenditure. And I also 
wish to receive their instructions as to meeting the arrangements of the College after 
the end of next month when the available funds will be exhausted. 

Iam, Gentlemen, yours obediently, 

(signed) W. Proctor Baker, Treasurer. 

Resolution. Resolved: That the Treasurer be requested to arrange with Messrs 
Miles, Cave and Company for the necessary overdraft which may occur in September; 
and that he be authorised, if necessary, to state that certain members of the Council 
would be prepared to guarantee the amount overdrawn. 

That the Treasurer’s report be referred to the Local Executive Committee, and 
that the Local Executive Committee be requested to take measures to increase the 
Sustentation Fund, and also to consider the question of increasing the rate of fee 
charged to students. 


[UBSC, DM 506/57, pp. 285-7 (MS).] 


[157] June 1884. Sylvanus Thompson to the Principal of Durham College of 
Science, Newcastle 


Dear Professor Garnett, 

I have been asked by the Principal of our College, Dr Ramsay, to communicate 
with you upon a question that is a little agitating us just now. You are aware, I suppose, 
that our College is (and always has been) on a very precarious financial footing, and 
that our expenditure exceeds our income by several hundred pounds every year. 

This, obviously, must come to an end sometime, and the matter is so far critical 
that there is a serious proposal on the fapis for reducing our not-too-large salaries 
all round. We have no endowment of any kind. The Oxford grant is reduced to 
£200 a year, contributed from private sources with no promise of perpetuity, and 
the Clothworkers’ grant of £300 a year is not too certain to continue. Under these 
circumstances the question of applying to the Government, as the Welsh Colleges 
have done, for Imperial assistance has cropped up. 

The opinion of our Council is, however, that Bristol asking alone would have no 
chance of success in Parliament: but that, if such a demand came at once from all 
the English colleges of kindred type, or at any rate from those of them that are not 
substantially endowed, such a united demand could not be neglected. 

Our Council has therefore determined to feel its way by taking the preliminary 
step of communicating in an unofficial way with the authorities of the kindred 


8 William Garnett, Principal 1884-94, a Cambridge-trained physicist who did much to improve the 
finances of the Newcastle college: B.M. Allen, William Garnett: A Memoir (Cambridge, 1933); Bettenson, 
Univ. of Newcastle, pp. 25-6. 
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colleges. This is how I come to address you in the present instance. Do you think 
that the Newcastle College would join with us in an appeal to the Government for a 
Royal Commission to inquire into the facilities for higher education afforded by the 
University Colleges of English cities? 


[Thompson and Thompson, Thompson, p. 125 (extract as printed); adding that 
Garnett undertook to bring this before the next meeting of his Council.] 


[158] 1884. Thompson to Percival 


Dear Canon Percival, 

The Principal has shown me the outlines of a scheme for recasting the financial 
arrangements of University College. As I have given myself time to consider the 
question, I think I cannot too early take the opportunity of saying that it does not 
commend itself to my judgment. 

If carried out it will effectually cripple the literary side of the College, and for that 
reason, if no other, I should regard it as disastrous to the prospects of the College. We 
owe it to the influence of Oxford, and I believe very largely to yourself and the Master 
of Balliol, that our College has not been confined in its aims to being merely a Science 
College. To draw back now would be little less than fatal. Further than this, the scheme 
runs counter to the entire policy pursued by the College of late years towards members 
of our staff, to whom it has been our policy to give as good a guarantee as possible, 
leaving the fluctuating chances of shares of fees as a minor item. 

Were the change adopted in my own case, I think it would probably not make a 
difference of £50 per annum either way. But I am quite certain that it could not have 
the effect of inducing me to throw myself any more heartily into the College work. 
Some of my colleagues it would effectually drive away to seek their bread elsewhere, 
and some whom I should be most unwilling, for the sake of the College, to lose. I do 
not think, though I am speaking only from my own opinion, that the scheme would 
be acceptable to any one of my colleagues, and I sincerely hope it will not be pressed 
either now or at any future time. I do not say that the scheme might not work, had it 
been propounded at the beginning of the work of the College. But it will not, I am 
sure, bring anything but disaster to adopt such a course at this stage. 


[Thompson and Thompson, Thompson, pp. 125-6 (extract as printed).] 
[159] July 1884. Thompson to his mother 


College affairs are drifting from bad to worse. I fear the Council are simply letting 
the whole thing slide; for they are doing absolutely nothing to put the College on a 
better financial basis. Money is being given to other colleges all round; we cannot 
get any. No legacies and no endowments have yet been given us since we began. The 
Professors held a meeting this week to protest against the inaction of the Council. 
Whether this will produce any good result remains to be seen. This kind of thing 
going on is very unpleasant. It makes one all the more sorry that none of the London 
posts have fallen to my lot. 


[Thompson and Thompson, Thompson, p. 127 (last paragraph of extract printed).] 
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[160] 13 November 1884. W. Proctor Baker to the Council of UCB 


Bristol, 13th November 1884. 
To the Council of University College, Bristol. 
Gentlemen, 

I beg leave to submit to you herewith statements: 

(a) showing the income and expenditure of the year ended 30th Septr 1884, 
resulting in a balance against of College of £642: 15: 7; 

(b) giving an estimate of the ordinary income and expenditure for the year ending 
30th Septr 1885, and also an estimate of the extra-ordinary income and expenditure 
for the same period; 

(c) showing the financial requirements of each quarter of the current year. 

I wish to call the attention of the Council to the fact that the deficit at the end of the 
last College year was £642: 15: 7; and that the estimated deficit on the working of the 
College for the current year is £435: 7: 5; that there are payments due in the current year 
for land, construction of roads, legal expenses, and for the testing machine, amounting 
to £1307: 3: 7 (although of this amount £563: 6: 6 for land, &c. may remain as a debt, 
but then subject to interest). 1 am informed that the surplus to arise from the Industrial 
and Fine Arts Exhibition now being held will probably amount to about £2000;” and 
the surplus, whatever it may been has been promised by the managers of the Exhibition 
to the College; and I expect to receive about £250 in 1885 from contributions already 
promised to the College, so that to meet the extraordinary payments and the deficit for 
the years ending respectively Septr 1884 and Septr 1885, amounting to £2385: 6: 7, I 
hope to receive £2250 and then to reach the end of the year nearly free from debt, and 
without any charge upon either the land or buildings belonging to the College. 

I should fail in my duty however were I not to point out that this result would have 
been arrived at only through the good fortune of receiving so large a windfall as the 
Exhibition is expected to produce, and that the ordinary income of the College falls 
far short of its ordinary expenditure, 

Iam, Gentlemen, yours obediently, 

(signed) W. Proctor Baker, Treasurer. 


[UBSC, DM 506/57, pp. 306-8 (MS copy in Council minutes of 19 November).] 
[161] 14 November 1884. Roberts to Ramsay 


Clothworkers’ Hall, Mincing Lane E.C. 
14th Novr. 1884. 
My dear Sir, 

I have <had> the pleasure of submitting your report of Ist Oct. last to the Court 
who passed the following resolution thereon viz. 

‘That Professor Ramsay’s report indicates a conscientious and praiseworthy 
attempt to make the Chemical chair at Bristol supported by the Clothworkers 
Company subservient to the Clothworking interests of the West Country.’ 

Yours very truly, 

(signed) Owen Roberts. 


[UBSC, DM 506/57, p. 300 (MS copy in Council minutes of 19 November).] 


°° Held in the Rifle Drill Hall from September to December: Arrowsmiths’ Dictionary, p. 186. [> 166] 
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[162] 16 January 1885. Percival to Sir Lyon Playfair?" 


Trinity College, Oxford. 
Jany 16. 1885. 
My dear Sir, 

I understand from some of my friends in Bristol that a request has been made to 
you to do us the favour of coming as a chief guest to the annual University College 
Club dinner, and I venture to write and add my request to that of the others. 

If you can come you will do the University College a very real service, and it 
certainly deserves help from influential public men, for it is doing work which will 
compare very favourably with that of some well endowed places, though it has to 
maintain a hard struggle under very unequal conditions. 

I have no doubt that if you can accept the invitation the exact date of the dinner 
may be fixed with some regard to your convenience. 

With an apology for this intrusion. 

Iam, dear Sir, yours very faithfully, 

J. Percival. 


[Imperial College, B/Playfair/533 (holograph).] 
[163] 30 January 1885. Jowett to Ramsay 


My dear Principal, 

I shall be very sorry should University College Bristol lose you; though if it seems 
to be for your interests to go to London I can say nothing on the other side. 

I do not think that it would be wise for the College to attempt to go on without a 
Principal, as far as I have any voice in the matter. The College will, I am told, wipe 
off existing debts by the Exhibition money [<4 160]; it has considerable property in 
buildings, lands &c., and it is possible that before long Parliament may be induced 
to contribute to the support of this and similar colleges. I do not at all despair of the 
financial condition of the College, while it continues to do a good work, as it has 
done under you and your predecessor. I enclose a short testimonial. 

Believe me, yours very sincerely, 

B. Jowett. 
Oxford, 
Jan 30/1885. 


[UCL, Ramsay 5, f. 113B (holograph).] 


10 Sir Lyon Playfair, FRS; Liberal MP for Universities of Edinburgh and St Andrews; Vice-President 
of the Committee of Education in the 1886 Liberal government; created Baron 1892: A. Hardy, ‘Lyon 
Playfair and the idea of progress: Science and Medicine in Victorian Parliamentary politics’, in Doctors, 
Politics and Society: Historical Essays, ed. D. and R. Porter (Amsterdam, 1993), pp. 81-106, esp. pp. 
97-9; ODNB. 
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[164] 18 February 1885. Council minutes 


[After other business] Clothworkers’ Company. Annual grant. Deputation. A 
discussion took place respecting the annual subscription of three hundred pounds 
(£300) to the funds of the College from the Worshipful Company of Clothworkers, 
which is subject to withdrawal or revision at midsummer 1886; and it was resolved: 

That the Principal be requested to consult the Clerk of the Clothworkers’ Company 
with regard to the advisability of a deputation from the College waiting upon the 
Company with reference to the continuation of their annual subscription; and that, if 
thought desirable, the Vice-Chairman (Mr Wait), Mr Lewis Fry, M.P., the Rev. Canon 
Percival, and the Principal (Prof. Ramsay) be requested to be a deputation to wait 
upon the Company. 

[Other business.] 

Government. Deputation. A discussion arose respecting the desirability of 
a deputation waiting upon the Vice-President of the Committee of Council on 
Education’" with the object of bringing before Government the claims of the College 
to an annual grant in aid of its support, having in view the annual grants recently 
made by Government for the establishment and support of similar colleges in Wales. 
It was resolved: 

That the Vice-Chairman (Mr W.K. Wait), the Treasurer (Mr Proctor Baker), Mr 
Lewis Fry, M.P., the Vice-Chancellor of the University of Oxford (the Rev. Professor 
Jowett), Mr Samuel Morley, M.P., the President of Trinity College, Oxford (the Rev. 
Canon Percival), and the Principal of the College (Prof. Ramsay) be a deputation to 
wait upon the Vice-President of the Committee of Council on Education with the 
object of bringing before Government the claims of the College to an annual grant in 
aid of its support. 

That the Chairman (Mr Albert Fry), the Treasurer (Mr Proctor Baker), and the 
Rey. Canon Percival be requested to prepare the necessary statements with regard 
to the College to be laid before the Vice-President the Committee of the Council on 
Education. 

[Signed] W.K. Wait. 


[UBSC, DM 506/57, pp. 320-1, 322-3 (MS).] 
[165] 8 March 1885. Jowett to Ramsay 


Ball. Coll. 
March 8, 1885. 
Dear Prof. Ramsay, 

I have spoken to the President of Trinity on the subject of your letter, and we both 
[of] us agree in thinking that you ought not to give up a portion of your income and 
that the Council ought not to accept your generous offer. 

My impression is that the College will weather its difficulties; it is nearer solvency 
than it used to be, has done good work, and is better known; also it possesses a 
considerable property in land and buildings. Every effort should be made to raise 
subscriptions. I think that in three or four years time, perhaps sooner, the Government 
will assist these local colleges, as it has already done Aberystwith [sic] and the other 


211A J, Mundella. 
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Welsh colleges. 
I hope that I may have the pleasure of seeing you and Mrs Ramsay at Oxford next 
term. 
Yours very sincerely, 
B. Jowett. 


[UCL, Ramsay 5, f. 117 (holograph).] 


[166] 20 March 1885. Committee of the Industrial and Fine Arts Exhibition 
to UCB Council Chairman 


Industrial and Fine Arts Exhibition. 
Bristol, 20th March 1885. 
Dear Sir, 

In accordance with the following minute of the Local Executive Committee 
meeting we have very much pleasure in inclosing cheque for £1420. 

‘It was resolved that a cheque for £1420 the balance of surplus be handed to the the 
Bristol University College with a suggestion (without the slightest degree appearing 
to dictate) that it form the foundation of some special fund for the support of the 
College.’ 

You will remember that Lord Ducie’s donation of £100 has already been handed 
to you,”’” making with the present cheque £1520 the balance shewn in the enclosed 
accounts. 

We are dear Sir, yours truly, 

(signed) Chas J. Collins Prichard 
Edward G. Clarke 
J.W. Arrowsmith? 


[UBSC, DM 506/57, p. 330 (MS copied into Council minutes of 3 June).] 


The Council recorded its thanks to the Exhibition Committee, adding that they had 
‘appropriated part of this fund to the purchase of a testing-machine to which they 
have ordered a plate to be fixed recording the gift’: UBSC, DM 506/57, p. 331. 


[167] 26 May 1886. Council minutes 


[After other business]. Anchor Society.’"* Letter 20th May 1886. A letter from the 
Committee of the Anchor Society (dated 20th May 1886) was read stating that, after 
considering their financial state, and the numbers of annuitants looking to them for 
their quarterly payments, a resolution had been passed regretting the inability of 
the Committee to make any grant this year towards the funds of the College. It was 
pointed out, however, in this letter, that the resolution refers only to this year, so that 
if at any future time the Committee see their way clear, they will be glad again to 
make some contribution to the funds. 

[Signed] W.K. Wait, Chairman. 


[UBSC, DM 506/57, pp. 373-4 (MS).] 


*12 The third Earl, builder of Tortworth Court, Lord Lieutenant of Gloucestershire 1857-1911, and first 
President of Clifton College from 1861 until his death in 1921. 

*13 James Williams Arrowsmith, head of the printing firm: Worthies, ii, pp. 153-4. 

214 See 335 below. 
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[168] 2 June 1886. Ramsay to the Principal of Firth College, Sheffield”! 


University College, Bristol. 
2nd June 1886. 
My dear Hicks, 

I send you, and have sent to Garnett, Wace,”!° and Tilden, copies of the scheme 
you suggest for approval and correction. When these come in, we shall issue to 
Nottingham and Southampton.”"” 

I don’t quite agree about the London University. I should have no objection to 
affiliation; but I am not glued to any view, and will do what is generally thought best. 
It appears to me that if our best move is to join with them, we should do so. Will you 
return your form, filled up? The others are nearly all in now. 

We should arrange an early meeting, I think, as soon as ever [the deleted] our 
committee have seen the proposals and have had time to suggest emendations. Don’t 
you think we should have a committee meeting before summoning a big meeting of 
representatives? And couldn’t that be done within the next ten days or so. 

Please let me know your views as to this without delay. 

Ever yours truly, 

W. Ramsay. 


[SUA, FC/VC/1/1 (ex 9/1/7/1) (holograph); photocopies of all letters to Hicks from 
Ramsay during his time at Bristol are in UBSC, DM 692.] 


[169] 29 June 1886. Ramsay to Hicks 


University College, Bristol. 
29th June 1886. 
My dear Hicks, 
I enclose a letter from Rendall,"* not very favourable; but let us hope that he 
doesn’t rule the roost. Opinions are divided on the matter. I also enclose a very 
satisfactory letter from Sir George Young.”'? Will you return them both to me? 


218 


215 William Mitchinson Hicks, FRS, Principal and Professor of Physics at Firth College, Sheffield from 
1883, becoming Principal of the enlarged University College, Sheffield 1892; first Vice-Chancellor of 
Sheffield University 1905: Chapman, Univ. of Sheffield, pp. 31-2 and passim 

216 Henry Wace, Professor of Ecclesiastical History at King’s College, London from 1875, and Principal 
1883-96; Dean of Canterbury 1903-24: Willson, Univ. of London, p. 288 and passim; A History of 
Canterbury Cathedral, ed P. Collinson et al., (Oxford 1995), pp. 300-1, 308-9; ODNB. 

°!7 The campaign for Government aid to university colleges was launched on 19 April at King’s College, 
London when Ramsay and Hicks met Wace, Tilden (Mason College, Birmingham) [61] and Garnett 
(Newcastle College of Science) [157]. They formed themselves into a committee with Hicks and Ramsay 
as secretaries. On 17 June they met again and circulated an invitation to representatives of all the English 
colleges to a general meeting, which took place on 6 November: Tilden, Ramsay, pp. 92-3; Chapman, 
Univ. of Sheffield, pp. 45-6 (printing circular). 

*I8 Canon Gerald Henry Rendall, Principal of University College, Liverpool and first Gladstone Professor 
of Greek 1880-97; Vice-Chancellor of the Victoria University 1891-5; Headmaster of Charterhouse 
1897-1911: Charlton, Manchester Univ., p. 140. 

29 Third Baronet; appointed a Charity Commissioner by Gladstone; on the Council of University College 
London, and its President 1881-6; much involved in attempts to remodel London University: Willson, 
Univ. of London, p. 245 and passim; ODNB. 
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I had a long talk with Hicks Beech*” on Saturday evening. He is dead opposed. 
His view is that local and even London colleges are a mistake; that people who can 
afford the luxury of education should alone have it; and that it is all to be had in 
Oxford and Cambridge. That these spots need much reform which should forthwith 
be forced on them by legislation and pressure of all kinds; that science nowadays 
does take a big place which it doesn’t get there; and so on on these lines. Lord George 
Hamilton I think will help us more.”! I really don’t think all Conservatives share 
Hicks Beech’s opinions. 

The classification is making progress, but is not ready yet. 

I think that is all I have to say. 

Yours sincerely, 
W. Ramsay. 


[SUA, FC/VC/1/1 (ex 9/1/7/3) (holograph).] 
[170] 26 October 1886. House Committee minutes 


House Committee. 
26th Oct. 1886. 

Present: Mr G.F. Schacht, Mr P.J. Worsley.”” 

Botanical Department. The Committee considered [and authorized deleted] 
certain extension of accommodation <required> for the work of Professor Leipner’s 
Botanical laboratory; and authorised him, with the concurrence of Prof. Lloyd 
Morgan, to make use of the Biological lecture room for the purposes of his work, in 
addition to his present room. The Committee further gave authority for gas to be laid 
on to the table [of deleted] in the Biological lecture room, which <table> would be 
enlarged, and on the table in Prof. Leipner’s present room. 

[Signed] G.F. Schacht, Dec. 6/86. 


[UBSC, DM 506/14, p. 80 (MS).] 
[171] 17 November 1886. Council minutes 


[Among other business] Principalship. Resolved further: That the recommendation 
of the [Local Executive] Committee with regard to the office of Principal be adopted, 
namely, that after the present session, the salary attached to the office of Principal be 
reduced to £100 per annum. 

Government aid. Local meeting. Resolved: That the Local Executive Committee 
be authorized to take the necessary steps for holding a public meeting to promote 


220 Sir Michael Edward Hicks Beach, Bt (‘Black Michael’), Conservative MP for Bristol West 1885— 
1906; Chancellor of the Exchequer in Salisbury’s first government, now in opposition; returned to the 
Cabinet when the Conservatives regained power later in the year; created Viscount St Aldwyn 1906 and 
Earl 1915: biography by daughter Victoria Hicks Beach (1932); ODNB. 

221 Third son of the first Duke of Abercorn; Conservative MP and former Vice-President of Education; 
lately First Lord of the Admiralty, as which he was shortly to be reappointed: ODNB. 

°2 Philip John Worsley, Managing Director of the Netham Chemical Works, Barton Hill; London 
University representative on UCB Council vice W.L. Carpenter (resigned) Sept. 1880; benefactor of the 
Chemical Library, which was named after him; Chairman of Governors, Bristol Grammar School 1904— 
12: UBSC, DM 506/57, p. 149; Lee, ‘Library’, p. 270; Hill, BGS, p. 167 and passim. Family papers in 
UBSC, DM 841. 
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Government aid in accordance with their recommendation, and also to bring before 
the public the financial position of the College. 


[UBSC, DM 506/57, p. 381 (MS).] 
[172] 20 November 1886. Ramsay to Hicks 


University College, Bristol. 
Nov. 20th 1886. 
My dear Hicks, 

I have written to Sir G. Young, asking him whether he considers it advisable to 
have members of the old Commission (1872; of which a report is published price 
6d; which recommended Government support to Owens’, King’s and University 
Colleges, and said that it was to be hoped that Newcastle would soon be in a position 
to claim it)? on our committee. He replies that he thinks that as the joint report is 
very favourable, it is possible that the individual opinion of the commissioners might 
weaken it. I enclose you the letter, which please return. 

I shall write to Thor. Rogers,’* asking him to propose a question on the lines. I 
shall send him a copy of your paper. 

You will see that Young recommended Lord Derby.” I have written to Playfair: no 
answer yet. We must wait till he replies, I think; or at least give him more time. How 
can Lord Derby be approached? 

Our Council has resolved to have a meeting [171]; but when is not yet fixed. I 
shall let you know. Is it necessary to stir up the other colleges? We must keep the 
ball rolling. We ought to know moreover what is being done. Shall we divide the 
correspondence? | will write to Tilden, and Garnet [sic], if you will tackle the rest. 

When you are on your way to Cornwall at Xmas, will you spend a few days with 
us? Please do. I think you would enjoy it. If you can, fix the date, for I am going to 
Wales for a week, and must make arrangements. 

Yours sincerely, 

W. Ramsay. 


[SUA, FC/VC/1/1 (ex 9/1/7/8) (holograph).] 
[173] 4 December 1886. Ramsay to Hicks 


University College, Bristol. 
Decr. 4th 1886. 

My dear Hicks, 
I have had so much to do lately that I have not been able to write sooner. I return 
Roscoe’s letter,””° which is in the right vein. I have heard it directly from Jowett, too, 
that he will do what he can to support us; and he has great influence with politicians. 


23 Royal Commission on Scientific Instruction and the Advancement of Science (C. 536: HMSO, 1872); 
chaired by the Duke of Devonshire, and including Sir John Lubbock and T.H. Huxley: Macleod, ‘Support 
of Victorian Science’, pp. 202-7; Vernon, Universities and the State, p. 101. 

4 Thorold Rogers, economic historian, and Liberal MP for London constituencies 1880-6: ODNB. 

»5 The 15th Stanley Earl, former Conservative Foreign Secretary and Liberal Colonial Secretary; sided 
with Liberal Unionists at the split of 1886: ODNB. 

26 Sir Henry Enfield Roscoe, FRS, Professor of Chemistry at Owens College / Victoria University 
1857-86; MP for Manchester South; Vice-Chancellor of London University from 1896 to 1902: Willson, 
London Univ., p. 36 and passim; ODNB. 
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I should like to know how your newspaper correspondence has gone on. Ours 
came to nothing. I sent you a copy of the leader that the [ Western Daily] ‘Press’ were 
good enough to give us, and of my letter in emendation thereof. 

We are to arrange for a meeting at our committee-meeting next Wednesday [8¢h]. 
The Mayor is now on our Council, and will do whatever he can for us, I think, in 
stirring up public opinion.””’ When anything is decided, I will let you know. 

As regards King’s and University, I fancy they will not hold meetings. London is 
too vast to have a corporate spirit. They might perhaps have a meeting of their old 
students, many of whom must now be in very influential positions. I will write to Sir 
G. Young, and to Wace, and suggest this. 

I shall try to get hold of Lord Derby. 

As regards Birmingham, I suppose you have had a letter from Tilden about our 
Principals’ meeting? Tilden writes me that he has great difficulty in stirring his 
Council. Perhaps we might help him in some way to stir them up. 

Do you see that Manchester Corporation are backing up Owens College and 
supporting their petition for help? It looks rather mean that they should hold aloof 
from us, and go in on their own basis. We must try to alter that state of matters by 
talking round Greenwood.”* 

As regards Xmas, I think I shall go on from Birmingham to Wales, and return 
before the Ist January. Any time after that will suit for your visit. Do come if you 
possibly can. 

Tell me what you are about. 

Yours sincerely, 

W. Ramsay. 


[SUA, FC/VC/1/1 (ex 9/1/7/11) (holograph).] 
[174] 6 December 1886. Jowett to Ramsay 


Oxford, Dec 6/86. 

Dear Principal Ramsay, 

I am afraid that I have not had time to write at length on the subject of your letter. 

It seems that you would be likely to succeed in your object if you asked for an 
annual sum proportional to the amount of voluntary subscriptions, as was formerly 
the manner of assisting primary education. Otherwise it will be objected, that if you 
have Government aid, voluntary subscriptions will cease. 

I should doubt whether Lord Derby was a good person to whom to entrust the 
cause, He is very unpopular with one party, and far from popular with the other. 
Would not Mr Goschen be better? *”? Or Lord Iddesleigh, if you could get him.” 


27 G_W. Edwards had just returned to the civic chair for a fourth and final time. 

8 Joseph Gouge Greenwood, Professor in the Classics (various titles) at Owens/Victoria from 1851 to 
1889; Principal 1857-89: Charlton, Manchester Univ., pp. 57-60. 

> George Joachim Goschen, merchant banker and former Liberal Cabinet minister; currently in limbo 
after losing his seat at the July election, but shortly to become Chancellor of the Exchequer, the only 
Liberal Unionist in Salisbury’s coalition Cabinet; later joined the Conservative Party; created Viscount 
1900: biographies by A.D. Elliot (1911) and TJ. Spinner jr (1973); ODNB. 

°° Former Chancellor of the Exchequer and First Lord of the Treasury; Foreign Secretary since August 
1886, but on the point of resignation when he died suddenly on 12 Jan. 1887: biography by A. Lang 
(1890); ODNB. 
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I was very much disappointed to hear that, instead of raising more subscriptions, 
the Council has diminished the salary of the Principal [171]. 

Unless greater efforts are made, I very much fear that the school will sink into a 
school of Engineering. 

It will give me great pleasure if you would pay me a Sunday visit next term, when 
we may have the opportunity of discussing the subject. 

I hardly think the post of lecturer in Chemistry would be given to anyone but an 
Oxford man, as there is no deficiency of suitable candidates. 

I remain, dear sir, yours very truly, 

B. Jowett. 


[UCL, Ramsay Papers, 5, f. 166 (holograph).] 
[175] 7 December 1886. Jowett to J.M. Wilson 


Oxford. 
Dec. 7th 1886. 
Dear Mr Wilson, 

I am very sorry to hear what you tell me of University College, Bristol. I had 
hoped that with the help of the Exhibition and the annual subscriptions the College 
would have been able to keep above water. 

Two colleges at Oxford subscribed towards the foundation of the College. New 
College gave £300 a year for 5 years = £1500. Balliol College will have given £300 
a year for 10 years at the end of next year; of this sum including a subscription for its 
buildings I shall have given £1200 and some of the Fellows privately £250 and Mrs 
T.H. Green £500.”*' We gave these sums as our contribution to university extension in 
the large towns and we believed that the citizens of Bristol would have the liberality 
and public spirit to carry out the work which had been jointly undertaken by us. 

The College has been very useful and has produced some distinguished men. It has 
done a good service to female education. It has I believe raised the Medical School 
which ten years ago was not in a prosperous condition. 

It would be a great misfortune, and not very creditable either to the Council of the 
College, or to the city of Bristol, if such an institution were allowed to fail for want of 
funds. It is likely that such colleges in a few years’ time, if they will aid themselves, 
will receive proportional aid from Government. 

Will you lay these and similar considerations before the Council and beg them to 
make an effort to raise the necessary funds. Having made considerable sacrifices for 
the College I think that we are justified in asking them to do their part. 

Believe me dear Mr Wilson, yours very sincerely, 

(signed) B. Jowett. 


[UBSC, DM 506/57, pp. 393-5 (MS copied into Council minutes of 16 Feb. 1887 
q.v.).] 


3! Charlotte, daughter of Dr J.A. Symonds, and widow of Jowett’s Balliol colleague Thomas Hill Green 
(d. 1882). 
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[176] 8 January 1887. Jowett to Ramsay 


Ball. Coll. 
Jan. 8. 
Dear Prof. Ramsay, 

Ihave read your letter with great interest. It contains nearly the whole case. 

It seems to me that the assistance of Government should depend on the amount of 
subscriptions raised in the locality, as was the case formerly with primary education. 
Otherwise the local efforts will tend to collapse. The Government are very likely to 
insist upon some provision of this sort. 

I have the matter very much at heart. I will gladly press it upon Mr Goschen and 
Sir H. Holland (the Vice-President of Education).”” But I am not very well at present, 
and I have a great deal too much to do. Could you get Dr Percival, whose name for 
your purpose is far better than mine, or Prof. Stewart [recte Stuart], to take up the 
matter, and to write the letter which you propose. 

If however this is found to be impossible, and it is strongly wished that I should 
write a short statement, I will try to do so. In that case would you send me a short 
statistical statement of the names of the colleges — the duration of their existence — 
the number of the students, day and evening — during the last five years, and during 
the last year, the numbers of their classes, and professors, and any other particulars 
which may be needed and useful. 

I think that you are right in taking up the subject, and I hope that it will be agitated 
vigorously. You should apply to every person of importance through every possible 
channel. 

I hope meantime that the citizens of Bristol will exert themselves to keep alive its 
College by subscriptions. A good deal has been done for them, and they ought not to 
be wanting to their own interests. 

I remain, yours very truly, 

B. Jowett. 


[UCL, Ramsay Papers, 5, f. 166 (holograph).] 
[177] 9 January 1887. Ramsay to Hicks 


19, Osborne Road, Clifton. 
Jan. 9. 1887. 
My dear Hicks, 

I enclose Jowett’s letter [176]. You see he is willing, but suggests Percival or Stuart. 
I am quite convinced that neither of them would have anything like his influence, 
though it may be well to have them to follow his lead. 

Now for your campaign. Will you pull the strings, and tell me when they are 
connected with the exploding material, and I will write to Jowett and give him the 
information he asks for. 

By the way, the brother of the Editor of the Times, Buckle, is a student in my labs, 


and I know his father. Perhaps I might work that ‘oracle’.* 


° Sir Henry Thurstan Holland, Bt; VP of Education 1885-6 and 1886~7; later Colonial Secretary; 
created Baron Knutsford 1888 (Viscount 1895): ODNB. 

3 George Earle Buckle, Editor from 1884 to 1911; his father George was Rector of Weston-super-Mare 
and Precentor of Wells Cathedral; Ramsay’s pupil Henry was an Old Cliftonian who switched to law and 
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You see that Jowett says that he will speak to Goschen and Sir H. Holland. I think 
I can reach Lord Iddesleigh, but I am not quite sure how to go about it. It will depend 
on whether he is in the ministry or not. We shall know in a few days whether he has 
retired or not. 

Let me hear soon, and please return Jowett’s letter. 

Yours sincerely, 

W. Ramsay. 

P.S. I forgot to say that I saw Playfair on Friday [7th]; also Bodington** on Thursday 
night. Bodington said plainly that he thought his side were playing ‘the better card’ 
and Playfair told me he thought the application from Victoria would succeed. Playfair 
also said that we should not be precipitate; that there is no harm in stirring public 
opinion, or even in interviewing the Secretary for Education, but that we should 
delay any <direct> application to the Treasury as yet. Also that Gladstone has no 
sympathy with our move. I also saw Sir G. Young, who said that he must be ‘a private 
soldier in our ranks’ just now, on account of the question of a teaching university for 
London. These schemes are a little embarrassing; one doesn’t quite know how to 
play in with them. However, time will show how they proceed. 

W.R. 


[SUA, FC/VC/1/1 (ex 9/1/8/1) (holograph).] 
[178] 12 January 1887. Jowett to Ramsay 


Address Oxford. 
Jan 12. 
Dear Prof. Ramsay, 

I hope that some compromise with Prof. Rowley on the basis of diminished work 
and diminished pay may be effected. On the other hand it will not be well to give up 
the right of the Council to remove him. [> 190] 

I should be very doubtful about the expediency of restoring Prof. Fanshawe, if the 
report about his lectures was well founded. A man who is out of health rarely has 
much energy. But upon this subject I can’t give you an opinion not being acquainted 
with Mr Fanshawe. 

I should fear that the College would suffer from the want of a Principal if that is 
what you intend. 

I should be very glad indeed to see an arrangement by which the Medical School 
would be brought into closer relation with the College. 

Will you give my kind remembrance to your wife. I am certainly better but this 
giddiness which troubles me is difficult to get rid of and very capricious. 

Believe me, yours very truly, 

B. Jowett. 


[UCL, Ramsay Papers, 5, f. 167 (holograph).] 


became a magistrate in South Africa: CCR, p. 93. 

°4 Nathan Bodington, founding Principal of Yorkshire College, Leeds, and Professor of Greek there, from 
1882; Vice-Chancellor of the Victoria University 1897-1901; first Vice-Chancellor of Leeds University 
1904-11; knighted 1908: memoir by W.H. Draper (1912); ODNB; Shimmin, Univ. of Leeds, pp. 13-14 
and passim. 
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[179] 16 January 1887. Ramsay to Hicks 


19, Osborne Road, Clifton. 
16th Jan. 1887. 
My dear Hicks, 

I had an engagement which I could not get out of with our Chairman and another 
member of Council at 3 on the day you telegraphed. I sent down a boy, with a correct 
sketch of your visage on the back <of a letter> so that he might recognise you, and 
deliver it. It was to ask you to stay over night. I am afraid, however, it would have 
resulted in a refusal, still, it might not. However, my sketch of you was apparently 
not sufficiently like you, and he brought back the letter. 

I shall speak to Buckle (the Times man)’s brother tomorrow and ask him to gain 
his brother’s good-will. I have met Fitch;”* and think some people here, the Sturges, 
would have great influence with him, and they are among the most enthusiastic 
College people.”*° 

Your F.R.S. letter is a good plan. Also the circular. I see the query at the end of 
your letter. I can get Fitch, and Playfair. Jowett could manage Matthew Arnold.”*’ 
Percival would write too, and so would Wilson if he would be any good. I am issuing 
a circular, in the form of a letter to the Mayor here. I have it in ‘slip’ [galley proof], 
and I am going to see him on Tuesday [/8th], with some influential men, to get him 
to <allow us to> publish it with a prefatory letter calling the attention of citizens 
to my letter. The whole is about five pages long. I shall send you a copy when it is 
printed [180]. I am writing to Tilden today, and will tell him what we are doing, and 
press him on. It might be well to give a spur to Garnett, and the Nottingham people. 
I forgot if I told you that when I was in town on Friday I saw Playfair [repeats views 
of Playfair and Bodington reported in 177]. They might join us afterward. We must 
wait. 

As soon as I arrange with the Times I will let you know. Jowett only waits for the 
trigger. Shall I send him statistics now? And get the letter written? Or shall I hold 
my hand till you have made your arrangements. I shall wait a p.c. from you, saying 
whether you will get hold of Mundella etc. to follow up Jowett’s letter. 

Yours sincerely, 

W. Ramsay. 
[Vertically] How would it do to make my letter to the Mayor the basis of the circular? 
I shall send you a copy as soon as I can. 


[SUA, FC/VC/1/1 (ex 9/1/8/2) (holograph).] 


5 Joshua Girling Fitch, Inspector of Schools and member of many educational bodies; knighted 1896: 
memoir by A.L. Lilley (1906); ODNB; see also CCFE, p. 44 and passim. 

36 Prominent Quakers much inter-married with others, and running the family surveying firm J.P. Sturge 
and Sons. UCB benefactors Walter and Robert [204] were J.P.’s younger sons. Emily, female suffrage and 
education campaigner [247] and UCB students Mary Charlotte (‘Carta’) and Caroline were daughters 
of the eldest brother William: M. Goodbody, Five Daughters in Search of Learning: The Sturge Family, 
1820-1944 (priv. pr., Bristol, 1986); ODNB (Emily, William). 

37 The poet and critic, who had been at Balliol when Jowett began tutoring, had just retired from his 
career as an Inspector of Schools; a firm believer in State-funded education at all levels: biographies by P. 
Honan (1981) and N. Murray (1996); ODNB. 
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[180] 19 January 1887. Open letter from Ramsay to the Mayor of Bristol 


The Mayor of Bristol calls the attention of his fellow-citizens to the accompanying 
important letter from the Principal of Bristol University College. 


Dear Mr Mayor, 

You kindly said that you would allow me to lay before you some facts regarding 
higher education in general, and our University College in particular, and I therefore 
take advantage of your permission. 

The people of England have of late years been awakening to the conviction that 
while they are perhaps the richest civilized nation in the world, they are by no 
means the best educated. This conviction has been borne in on them by the rapid 
advances made by surrounding nations in Literature, Science, and especially in the 
development of manufactures which formidably compete with our own. The result has 
been the establishment of a national system of elementary education; the founding of 
technical schools for artizans, among which those of the City and Guilds of London, 
and of the Merchant Venturers of Bristol, as you know, hold an honourable place; and 
by recent efforts of the most important cities in England to provide higher literary, 
scientific, and technical education, by means of university colleges. Such colleges 
have been established, as you are probably aware, at Manchester, Birmingham, and 
Sheffield, by private munificence; at London, Liverpool, Newcastle-on-Tyne, Leeds, 
and Bristol, by the combined efforts of the leading citizens of the locality; and at 
Nottingham, by the Town Council. Similar colleges have also been founded at Cardiff, 
Aberystwyth, and Bangor, by the Welsh people, assisted by an annual grant from the 
Exchequer of £12,000 per annum. At present, the higher education in Great Britain 
and Ireland is carried on by the eight Universities of Oxford, Cambridge, Durham, 
Glasgow, Aberdeen, St Andrews, and Dublin; and by seventeen colleges, of which 
ten are situated in large towns in England, three in Wales, three in Ireland, and one 
in Scotland. If you glance at the table which follows, you will have a fairly accurate 
view of the population of the district accessible by rail within twenty miles of each 
of these towns, the approximate number of students, and the amount contributed by 
Government for the support of their colleges. 


Centre Population Number of Government 
of district students contribution 

England 

Oxford Undergraduates None* 
1882 — 2,978 

Cambridge Ditto — 2,894 None* 

Newcastle & Durham 800,000 205 None 

Leeds 900,000 1,035 None 

Liverpool 1,000,000 Day — 419 None 
Evening [blank] 

Manchester 1,500,000 1,316 None 

Sheffield 450,000 428 None 

Nottingham 555,000 About 300 None 


Popular lectures 
about 1,500 entries 
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Birmingham 1,200,000 551 None 
Bristol 380,000 562 None 
London (University & 4,500,000 University 1,246 None 
King’s Colleges) King’s [blank] 
Wales 
Bangor 60,000 396 £4,000 
Aberystwyth 12,000 153 4,000 
Cardiff 380,000 About 400 4,000 
Scotland 
Aberdeen 120,000 901 £3,811 
Edinburgh 260,000 3,535 6,604 
Glasgow 700,000 2,261 3,465 
St Andrews [blank] 2,205 
Dundee } fee 332 None 
Ireland 
Belfast 210,000 449 £8 8007 
Galway 20,000 [blank] 8800+ 
Cork 170,000 272 8800+ 
Dublin (Trinity Coll.) = About 1,200 None* 


*Although at present Oxford, Cambridge and Dublin Universities receive no subsidy 
from Government, it must not be forgotten that their revenues are in great part derived 
from royal contributions and benefactions in past times. 

+ Of these sums, £26,400 in all, £21 000 comes from the Consolidated Fund; and the 
remainder from the annual grants by Parliament. 

Note: The number of students in some cases is only approximate. These numbers, 
however, all refer to years between 1882 and 1885. 


A glance at this table will show you that Great Britain supplies funds for higher 
education of Scotchmen, Irishmen, and Welshmen — but not of Englishmen. Now 
it has been proved repeatedly to be absolutely impossible to place such institutions 
on a self-supporting basis. The requisite funds must be contributed by private 
benefaction, or by the State. The number of students who are receiving education at 
the metropolitan and provincial colleges in England, considerably exceeding 5,000 
(Oxford and Cambridge being excluded), shows that such education is appreciated; 
but these colleges are (perhaps with the single exception of Owens College, 
Manchester) in great difficulties. Their efficiency is thereby immensely curtailed; for 
the high fees which they are all compelled to charge prohibits many from receiving 
education, who would otherwise eagerly grasp at the opportunity; and the efficiency 
of the staff is diminished, owing to the very great amount of work entailed on each 
member. There can therefore be no doubt whatever of the need of more efficient 
support. 

To the objection that the State is already overburdened, and that the maintenance 
of such institutions is best left to private effort, I may point out: 

1. That the country is already committed to the support of education. 

2. That all ratepayers are taxed for primary education, but that the primary schools 
are used only by a certain proportion. It would therefore seem not unfair that those 
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who attend in greatest numbers institutions of university rank should receive some 
return for their contribution to the support of elementary schools. 

3. That England has long supported higher education in Ireland and Scotland, and 
has recently granted substantial support to Wales; and it seems unreasonable that 
English taxpayers should provide support for other countries, neglecting their own. 

4. That with absolutely no exception, higher education receives State aid in every 
other civilized country, including the British colonies. 

For grants to elementary schools in England, the nation paid for the year ending 
March 31st, 1885, £3,302,722, out of imperial taxes; and for the Science and Art 
Department, £391 ,347. It has been estimated that for a sum of £4,000 per annum for 
each college, or say £50,000 for the metropolitan and provincial colleges — that is, for 
1:3 per cent. of the grant in aid of primary education — a complete scheme of higher 
education in England could be founded. This amount is only one-sixth of the increase 
of the grant towards primary education during the year 1884—85. 

Ihave heard the statement made, that the cities in which such colleges exist should 
support them from the rates; but if you consider that the students attending these 
colleges are drawn to a great extent from the neighbouring counties, you will be 
convinced that the burden of taxation would be unevenly divided, were the rates to 
be chargeable with their support. 

In one way these colleges already contribute towards the efficiency of our 
elementary education. The training colleges for elementary teachers are at present 
quite insufficient for the number of teachers; and, moreover, many teachers are 
deterred by expense from attending them. In many of the local college, classes 
already exist, largely attended by uncertificated teachers; and their instruction could 
be better provided for, and the number of teachers attending would largely increase, 
if the university colleges had the means of increasing their staffs, and of lowering 
their fees. 

A combined effort is at present being made to induce the Government to grant aid 
to university colleges. Meetings will be held within the next month or two in all the 
towns in which such colleges are situated, for the purpose of eliciting public opinion; 
and I have to thank you for kindly consenting to preside at such a meeting in Bristol. 
It is proposed also to hold, in the spring, a meeting in London of those interested 
in the question, with the view of a subsequent deputation to the Vice-President of 
Education. Many prominent educationalists and politicians are sanguine regarding the 
success of this movement. They are encouraged by the report of a Royal Commission 
of the Houses of Parliament, which, in 1874, reported strongly on favour of the 
endowment of the then existing colleges.** And they feel assured that the Government 
recognition of the necessity of supporting higher education can only be a matter of 
time. I may remind you that the University College of this town, established in 1876, 
has no capital fund; it possesses incomplete and inadequate buildings; it has been 
supported by annual contributions from the citizens; but, notwithstanding, during the 
ten years which have elapsed since its foundation, upwards of 5,000 students have 
attended its classes. If it is desired that our College should participate with similar 
colleges throughout the country in Government support, we must show by prompt 
and unanimous action that we regard it as necessary and essential to our well-being. 
At the same time, we must beware lest our College, which up to the present, has 


28 The fifth report of the Duke of Devonshire’s Commission [172], issued in August 1874, had considered 
the university colleges: Macleod, ‘Support of Victorian Science’, pp 205,211. 
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with rigid economy contrived to do excellent work, be crippled for want of funds 
before the scheme of State support commends itself to Parliament; and we should 
lay to heart the fact, that the Royal Commission of 1874, while recommending that 
aid should be given to Owens College, Manchester, and to University and King’s 
Colleges, London, in reporting on the Newcastle College, merely expressed the hope 
‘that by further efforts of the same kind, it will before long be placed in a position 
to establish its claim to assistance from the State’. It is only by showing that every 
effort has been made locally to secure and to maintain efficiency, that a claim for 
State support can deserve attention. 
I am, dear Mr Mayor, yours faithfully, 
William Ramsay. 
January 19th, 1887. 


[Printed. Copy in SUA, FC/VC/1/1 (ex 9/1/8/61).] 
[181] 21 January 1887. House Committee minutes 


House Committee 
21st Jan. 1887. 

Present: Mr G.F. Schacht, Mr J.W. Arrowsmith, Dr W.H. Spencer. 

[After other business] Medical School damage. A \etter from the Dean of the 
Faculty of the Medical School respecting damage done to College property by 
Medical students was read, and it was decided that the freestone damaged by a 
student should be repaired at the expense of the student, and that the matters of chairs 
damaged by Medical students be referred to the Local Executive Committee, with an 
expression of opinion that the <expense of the> repairs necessary should be defrayed 
by the students who had committed the damage. It was also recommended that an 
inventory of the furniture of the Medical School [in deleted] be kept in future. 


[UBSC, DM 506/14, pp. 87-8 (MS).] 


On 9 February the Local Executive Committee approved this recommendation and 
referred the matter back to the Medical School: UBSC, DM 506/54, p. 401. 


[182] 23 January 1887. Ramsay to his mother. 


10 Osborne Road, Clifton. 
23rd January, 1887. 
My dearest Mammy, 
[Chemical matter .| 
The topic which is absorbing all my time now is Government aid for university 
colleges. There is to be a meeting here in [deletion] February of local magnates, 
M.P.’s etc. to urge the necessity of Govt aid. I am going to try for Lord Derby; I 
will write to Sir W. Thomson” for an introduction, and call on him in London, I 
think. I want him merely to tell the Bristol people what Liverpool has done, for he 
is Chairman of the Liverpool Council. I will try to get Roscoe down too. I saw Sir 


°° Eminent physicist, Professor of Natural Philosophy at Glasgow University for more than half a 
century; created Baron Kelvin 1892: ODNB. 
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L. Playfair in London, and his fancy wife.’ He was very cordial and asked for U. 
[Uncle] Andrew™"' and the pater. He is as lively as a brig. What is a brig? Where are 
they at home. 

We are very gay just now, in the dinner party sense of the word. It is a solemn sort 
of gaiety. 

[Chemical matter .| 

Ever your loving, 


[UCL, Ramsay Papers, 5, f. 165 (holograph).] 
[183] 26 January 1887. Professor J.F. Main to A. Fry 


I think it right to inform you officially, altho’ I do not know if it is necessary, that, 
as I stated in a letter which appeared in the Bristol papers of the 20th instant, I 
am prepared to give a donation of £100 (one hundred pounds) to a fund for the 
endowment of professorial chairs at University College, Bristol in the subjects of 
‘English and Classical Literature and History’, should the Council of the College 
start such a fund. My donation would be given for this special fund, and for this 
alone, and would not be applicable for the general purposes of the College or for any 
other object. 

I need <not> explain to you that my reasons for this are based upon the belief that 
the practical and pecuniary value of Science teaching, in a place like Bristol, makes it 
tolerably certain that branches of instruction applicable to technical purposes are not 
likely to lack support there; and, hence, it becomes doubly incumbent on persons like 
myself, who are specially interested in the diffusion of knowledge for its own sake, 
to try to nurse and assist those subjects which do not possess so obviously practical 
a bent. 

I hope that you will start such a fund and that it will be very successful. I believe 
that much may yet be done by appealing to individual predilictions [sic], in obtaining 
special support from people for subjects in which they are interested. 


[UBSC, DM 506/57, pp. 398-9 (MS copied, without comment, in Council minutes 
of 16 February).] 


[184] 28 January 1887. Ramsay to Hicks 


10 Osborne Road, Clifton. 
28th Janry 1887. 
My dear Hicks, 
I have delayed too long in writing to you. 
Garnett’s letter is very encouraging. 
I have asked Preb. Buckle for a letter of introduction to his son, who edits the 
Times, and he is going to give me one. 
I fancy that a personal visit will be required to propitiate Jupiter, so I must go up 
to town one of these days. I shan’t be able to go for a week or two. That won’t be too 
late, will it? As you say, we are both too busy to be able to work the thing thoroughly. 


9 Lady Playfair was a Bostonian. 
4! Sir Andrew Crombie Ramsay, FRS, Professor of Geology at UCL then the Royal School of Mines. 
Playfair had once been his lodger: ODNB 
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We have raised the wind here. I have written a letter to the Mayor [180], which he 
has prefaced with the following note “The Mayor of Bristol directs the attention of 
his fellow citizens to the accompanying important letter from the Principal of U.C..’ 
These are now being distributed to everyone. We are sending out 10,000. I have the 
promise of many of the Town Council to support a vote in favour of Government 
support. The meeting will take place on the last Monday of February [2/st].”* I am 
going to try to get Roscoe down to address it, if I find after a talk with him that he 
takes the right views. I am afraid he still hankers after local support, which won’t go 
down here at all — I mean from the rates. The simple fact is that this year a third of 
our students are from the county,” not from the city. 

The local papers are backing us splendidly. There was an article in today’s on my 
letter to the Mayor, exactly in the right tone; and without any tampering on my part. I 
think, too, we shall get the lion’s share of the Jubilee Fund — I dare say about £6000. 
I am glad Garnett is going to to write to the Contemporary [Review]. I am not quite 
sure of his views on technical education, but I dare say he will touch the right cord 
[sic]. 

Thanks for your pamphlets. They will be sent round, with your report, a little 
altered — I won’t say amended. 

[Paragraph of chemical talk.] 

Yours sincerely, 

W. Ramsay 


[SUA, FC/VC/1/1 (ex 9/1/8/7) (holograph).] 
[185] John Morley™ to J.M. Wilson 


95, Elm Park Gardens, South Kensington, S.W. 
Jan. 28.87. 
Dear Mr Wilson, 

I had an interview the other day with Mr Garnett, the Principal of the College of 
Science at Newcastle, and he discussed very fully the subject of your present letter to 
me. I am in entire agreement with your object, and I feel, moreover, that the time is 
very favourable for some move in this direction. The upshot of our conversation was 
that I advised him to put the question into the hands of some one whom the House 
of Commons is accustomed to look to as an educational authority, and I suggested 
Sir John Lubbock.” I have not heard since, whether any steps have been taken, but 
I will make enquiry, 

Yours sincerely, 

John Morley. 


[UCL, Ramsay Papers, 6, f. 193 (holograph).] 


> Postponed to 2 March [193]. 

3 Meaning Gloucestershire. 

*4 Liberal MP for Newcastle and briefly Irish Secretary in 1886; Viscount Morley 1908: ODNB; studies 
by D.A. Hamer (1968) and P. Jackson (2012). His nephew and ward Guy had recently been in Wilson’s 
house: Clifton College Archives, O.F. Christie Autograph Collection (Morley to Secretary, 26 Aug. 1879); 
CCR, p. 107. 

4 Liberal then Liberal Unionist MP, created Baron Avebury 1900; archaeologist, biologist, and promoter 
of many progressive measures, including most famously Bank Holidays: ODNB. 
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[186] 30 January 1887. Ramsay to Hicks 


University College, Bristol. 
30th Janry 1887. 
My dear Hicks, 

I have sent Jowett all available data, as he asked [176], and have asked him to 
write to the Times as soon as he can. I suppose his letter will be in in less than a 
week.’ I can’t go to London just now. I have written to old Buckle for a letter of 
introduction to his son, which he has promised me, and I shall enclose it to him and 
ask him for an article. The Editor of the Conservative paper here” has promised to 
back me, if necessary, by a strong appeal. But I don’t think it will be necessary. 

Wilson <of Clifton College> has written to Morley, and he has told him that he 
thinks that a measure might be introduced in this session — suggesting Sir J. Lubbock 
[185]. He must be seen. I have also asked Jowett to coach Goschen, and see if he will 
take an active part. Also Sir H. Holland. 

Here we are going on well. Everyone is talking of the need of supporting us well, 
so as to be in a position to claim Parliamentary aid, and I think we shall have a big 
meeting. The actual date is not fixed yet, but I think it will be in the last Monday of 
February.”* Our Town Council will also pass a resolution in our favour.”” How are 
your local efforts going on? What is doing at Newcastle? 

Yours sincerely, 

W. Ramsay. 


[SUA, FC/VC/I1/1 (ex 9/1/8/8) (holograph).] 
[187] 31 January 1887. Jowett to Ramsay 


Oxford. 
Jan 31/1887. 
Dear Professor Ramsay, 

I shall hope to come to the meeting which is held on the sixteenth of February.” 
But I am afraid that I cannot accept your kind invitation, as I am already engaged to 
the Dean and Miss Elliot. ”*! 

I am glad to hear that exertions are being made to obtain immediate help for the 
College from private subscriptions. The Government aid will not come for two or 
three years, and in the meantime we may be all dead. Nor in these days of economy 
is it all certain that public money can be attained at all. Mr Goschen ‘in potentia’ 
res valde different[er] est from Mr Goschen our good friend promoting university 
extension out of office.” 


“6 Tt did not appear until 3 March [197]. 

7 The Western Daily Press. 

248 Postponed to 2 March [193]. 

* Not found in the City Council proceedings. 

250 He was [194]. 

5! Jowett had once hoped to engage the Dean’s daughter in a more substantial sense; they remained 
good friends and regular correspondents until her death in 1893: Faber, Jowett, pp. 299-306; Bettey, 
‘Contrasting clerics’, p. 201. 

°° He had received the Treasury seals on 14 January, but then failed to win re-election to the Commons, 
so a secure Tory seat had to be found for him: Spinner, Goschen, pp. 134-7. 
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I will write to him or obtain his opinion through his secretary.” I am afraid that I 
shall have some difficulty in putting together the letter to The Times, as 1 am unusually 
rushed at present, but I will try. 

Yours very sincerely, 

B. Jowett. 


[UCL, Ramsay Papers, 5, f. 169 (holograph).] 
[188] 3 February 1887. Ramsay to Hicks 


University College, Bristol. 
3rd Feb. 1887. 
My dear Hicks, 

I have told Stock*™ to include my pamphlet with yours. It was his omission — not 
mine. He will also in future name his number. 

Percival suggests that as Q. Elizabeth’s name was connected with grammar schools, 
so Q. Victoria might institute higher education by making use of univ. colleges and 
endowing them. He is meditating how to bring the matter before Lord Salisbury. The 
idea is an excellent one, don’t you think?” 

I have an introduction to Buckle. His father has written to him forwarding 
documents, and I have written Jowett, asking him to let me know when he intends to 
write to the Times. As soon as I hear I shall let you know, and shall write myself to 
the Editor. In the mean time, I am firing away here, calling on members of the Town 
Council, to get them roused to the necessary pitch. Awful waste of time! But I want 
a successful meeting. 

Yours sincerely, 

W. Ramsay. 


[SUA, FC/VC/1/1 (ex 9/1/8/9) (holograph).] 
[189] 4 February 1887. A.J. Mundella to Wilson 


House of Commons. 
4th Febr. 1887. 
My dear Mr Wilson, 
I am much obliged for the papers you have sent to me. I know the case well and I 
am entirely responsible for the Welsh grants.°° 
I am sorry to hear that Bristol with all its wealth and all its endowments should be 
in such straits. Wales out of its poverty has raised very large sums for its colleges. 
Endowments in the Principality are almost nil. 
I am anxious to organise intermediate education and to help all local effort. I shall 
be glad to help you and to be helped by you as far as possible. 
Faithfully yours, 
(signed) A.J. Mundella. 


53 Alfred Milner, who replied on 14 February [192]. 

4 College Secretary. 

°° Odd that Percival should propose this, and odder that Ramsay should concur, because the Queen’s 
name had already been given to the federal university of the north. 

6 See Williams, Univ. Movement in Wales, pp.91,94,98. 
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[Added by Ramsay] P.S. I don’t consider ours intermediate education. Do you? W.R. 


[SUA, FC/VC/1/1 (ex 9/1/8/16) (copy in Ramsay’s hand, enclosed with his to Hicks 
of 15 February [193].] 


[190] 8 February 1887. Professor Rowley to Albert Fry 


13 Princes Buildings, Clifton. 
Febr. 8th 1887. 
Dear Mr Fry, 

It may help the Council to a clearer comprehension of my case if I make a more 
explicit statement of the facts — which are happily few — that it rests upon. 

I was informed of my appointment to the post I now hold, on the first Friday of July 
1876, by the Chairman of the Council speaking in the presence of the Council. Not 
a word was then said, either by the Chairman or any other member of the Council, 
of my appointment being subject to certain conditions of dismissal received by the 
Council; I was merely told that I had been chosen Professor of English Literature and 
Modern History — nothing more. 

Soon after my coming to Bristol and entrance on the duties of my office, the 
Secretary of the Council placed in my hands a copy of the Articles of Association 
with a formal intimation, given by word of mouth, that everything it was necessary 
for me to know regarding the constitution of the College and my own status and 
place in it, was contained therein. 

On the subject of my appointment no other communication, of any nature 
whatever, ever passed between the Council and me. And I had been several years in 
my office before I heard anything to cause me to suspect that the Council was under 
the impression that it had made a special contract with me, which excluded me from 
the benefit of the sixtieth of the Articles of Association.”*’ I cannot, then, be rash in 
concluding that either my case comes under the operation of the provisions of that 
article or no such case is possible. 

Sincerely yours, 

(signed) J. Rowley. 


[UBSC, DM 506/57, pp. 396-7 (MS copied into Council minutes of 16 February, 
when the Local Executive Committee was asked to obtain counsel’s opinion on a 
proposal to terminate of Rowley’s engagement, and to examine the whole issue of 
professorial tenure).] [> 203] 


[191] 13 February 1887. Ramsay to his mother 


10 Osborne Road. 
13th Febr 1887. 

My dearest Mammy, 
We have been going on in our usual way, except for the excitement which I have 
been undergoing in getting people to promise to come to the meeting in favour of 
Govt. support, which is to be held here on March 2d. I have written to Mundella 


°57 Article 60 allowed professors on whom notice of dismissal had been served one month in which to 
appeal to an independent tribunal [46 (CD text)]. 
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asking him to come down. I have had a letter from him saying he would do what 
he could to help us. He can do a great deal. I am writing, with the appeal for State 
aid, an appeal to the Bristolians to help the college, on the ground that if they don’t 
they won’t see much of the Govt. grant when it comes. God helps those who help 
themselves. It is pretty constant work of a kind which I don’t much like, so I shan’t 
be sorry when it is over. I am going to Bath to-morrow to get the Bath people to help 
us. 

[Chemical and personal matter.] 

Ever your loving, 

W. 


[UCL, Ramsay Papers, 5, f. 173 (holograph); extract in Tilden, Ramsay, p. 94.] 
[192] 14 February 1887. Alfred Milner” to Jowett 


Treasury Chambers, Whitehall, S.W. 
Febr. 14th 1887. 
My dear Mr Jowett, 

I have carefully read Principal Ramsay’s letter of which I have kept a copy 
(herewith returning you the original); also his printed letter to the Mayor of Bristol 
[180] and the printed heads of memorials to Government, and I took an opportunity 
of speaking on the subject today to Mr Goschen. 

It is unnecessary to say that he sympathises entirely with your desire to strengthen 
the local colleges. At the same time, he feels very strongly that the present is a most 
unfortunate time to suggest any increase of expenditure. In a time of peace, the 
income-tax is at 8d! Heavy additional expenditure for national defences has been 
sanctioned by Parliament, and is still being defrayed year by year out of the ordinary 
revenues. And apart from such exceptional calls upon the public purse, the normal 
expenditure shows an alarming tendency to increase. 

My own impression is (though I have no authority from him to say this)” that he 
is willing to open the purse strings, but only at the distinct bidding of Parliament. 
To appeal first to the Government, whether by memorial or deputation, would be 
harmless, but also likely to be futile. But a motion in the House of Commons, if it 
elicited a strong opinion in favour of the public subsidising of the colleges, would 
give a friendly minister strong grounds for acceding to your wishes. It would probably 
end in the withdrawal of the motion, with a promise on the part of the Government 
to take the matter into consideration. To put it plainly, I think Mr Goschen would 
not be indisposed to be subjected to a friendly pressure on the part of the Commons. 
Of course, any grant in aid would, in the first instance, be small and tentative. I quite 


°°8 Coached for Balliol by the Clifton College master Evelyn Abbott, and subsequently associated with 
Goschen in university extension. The patronage of Goschen and Jowett set Milner on the path which 
would take him to South Africa as High Commissioner in 1897, and into the War Cabinet; knighted 1895; 
created Baron 1901 and Viscount 1902. Goschen did not always support Milner’s policy in the Cape, but 
on one controversial issue he defended him against UCB’s President: T.H. O’Brien, Milner: Viscount 
Milner of St James’s and Cape Town 1854-1925 (1979), esp. pp. 29, 46, 154-5; Spinner, Goschen, 
p. 236; ODNB. 

°° ‘Words in parenthesis also underlined, which might be Ramsay’s emphasis or replicate Milner’s. 

2 This approach had worked for Wales: a Commons motion of 1879, though lost, led to the appointment 
of Lord Aberdare’s commission, and so to the recommendation for State aid: Williams, Univ. Movement 
in Wales, pp. 59-60, 61-2, 64. 
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agree with you in thinking that the best form it could take would be a subvention to 
each college in proportion to the amount of the local subscription. 
Ihave not yet seen the Education Office people, but will take an early opportunity 
of doing so. 
Yours very sincerely, 
A. Milner (Mr Goschen’s Secretary).”*! 


[SUA, FC/VC/1/1 (ex 9/1/8/16) (copy in Ramsay’s hand, enclosed with next).] 
[193] 15 February 1887. Ramsay to Hicks 


10 Osborne Road, Clifton. 
Febr. 15th 1887. 
My dear Hicks, 

I enclose copies of two letters, one to Wilson from Mundella; and one to Jowett 
from Goschen’s Secretary [189, 192]. 

Have you anything new? I suppose you are working the town of Sheffield. I met 
Jowett at dinner tonight, but as I shall see him again tomorrow I shall speak to him 
then about the Times, and let you know the result. 

My place is to get motions in favour from the town councils, where these exist 
— from the local boards where there are no town councils — of all the neighbouring 
towns. Also from the school boards. These are now coming in. Will you do likewise 
and recommend others to do so? Our meeting is on March 2nd Wednesday at 2 p.m. 
I am getting constituents of neighbourhood to press the matter on their Members 
to induce them to attend our meeting. You will see from Wilson’s letter what he 
recommends. I have a cut finger hence this scrawl,*” and the disinclination to write 
more. 

Yours very sincerely, 

W. Ramsay. 


[SUA, FC/VC/1/1 (ex 9/1/8/16) (holograph).] 
[194] 16 February 1887. Council Minutes 


[After other business, including reading of Jowett’s letter of 7 Dec. 1886 (175)] 
Financial position. Appeal for (1) General Fund (2) Building Fund. Committee 
appointed. Resolved: 

That an effort be now made to raise funds in aid of University College, and that 
donations and subscriptions be invited under the following heads: (1) for the General 
Fund with the special purpose of raising an additional sum of not less than £600 a 
year for the next five years; (2) the completion of an additional section of the College 
buildings for the accommodation of the Medical School at an estimated cost of 
£5,500; that a committee be appointed consisting of the Chairman (Mr Albert Fry), 
the Vice-Chairman (Mr W.K. Wait), the Treasurer (Mr W. Proctor Baker), Mr J.W. 
Arrowsmith, Mr Lewis Fry, M.P., Mr W.E. George, Mr G.F. Schacht, Mr William 


°61 See Vernon, Universities and the State, p. 117. A rare letter to Jowett, most of whose correspondence 
was burned after his death. Another survival is also from Milner, seeking advice on his future career: 
Faber, Jowett, pp. 44-5, 360-5. 

°° Tn fact in Ramsay’s usual neat hand. 
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Smith, and Dr W.H. Spencer, with power to add to their number, to arrange for a 
public meeting and general canvass. 

[Other business.] 

Vote of thanks to Students’ Canvassing Committee. Resolved: That the Council 
hear with much satisfaction that some of the former and present students of the 
College are raising a fund in aid of University College, and have instructed the Local 
Executive Committee to offer them any assistance, should they desire it 

Government aid. The Principal reported respecting the progress made with 
reference to the movement for Government aid. 

B. Pharmaceutical Association. Agreement with College. The following 
memorandum of agreement between the Bristol Pharmaceutical Association and the 
College was brought forward: 

The Bristol Pharmaceutical Association agrees to subscribe £5: 5: annually to the 
Sustentation Find of University College, Bristol. 

University College, Bristol, agrees to take custody of the library of the Bristol 
Pharmaceutical Association and to place the books under the charge of the Porter. 

Members and Associates of the Bristol Pharmaceutical Association to be allowed 
(on presentation of a card of membership) full access to the books of the Association 
at all times at which the ordinary work of the College is going on, and to use for 
reading any room that is employed as a Students Reading Room, and to take away 
for home study any of the books of the Association, provided a memorandum of the 
fact be left with the Porter. 

The College will provide the occasional room for evening meetings. 

Resolved: That the memorandum of agreement between the Bristol Pharmaceutical 
Association and the College be confirmed by the Council. 


[UBSC, DM 506/57, pp. 395, 397, 397-8, 399-400 (MS).] 
[195] 28 February 1887. Canvassing Committee Minutes 


Canvassing Committee. 
28th February 1887. 
Present: Mr W.K. Wait in the chair, Mr J.W. Arrowsmith, Mr Lewis Fry, M.P., Mr 
WE. George, Mr G.F. Schacht, Mr William Smith, Dr W.H. Spencer. 


Public meeting 2nd March. The following resolutions to be proposed at the public 
meeting on the 2nd March were approved. 
Resolution I 
That this meeting of the citizens of Bristol is convinced of the necessity to the nation 
of the efficient maintenance of colleges for higher adult education in great centres of 
population like Bristol, with such a scale of fees as will place such higher education 
within the reach of able students of all classes. 
Proposer: Mr W.K. Wait. Seconder: Mr Lewis Fry, M.P. Supporter: Mr W. Proctor 
Baker. 
Resolution IT 
This meeting would therefore desire to urge upon the Government that inasmuch as 
university colleges cannot be self supporting, assistance from public funds to meet 
and supplement local subscriptions and donations should be given to these colleges 
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in England (as is already afforded to similar institutions in Scotland), for the benefit 
of the nation at large. 
Proposer: Rev. J.M. Wilson. Seconder: Professor Ramsay. Supporter: Mr Handel 
Cossham, M.P.™ 
Resolution IIT 
That this meeting having been made aware of the present critical position of the 
finances of the College, an[d] having regard to the highly satisfactory work of the 
College during the last ten years, confidently appeals for a sum of £1500 to discharge 
existing liabilities and for a further subscription of £600 for the next five years and 
also for a sum of £5,500 to meet the urgent need for an additional section of the 
College buildings to accommodate the Medical School. 
Proposer: Mr J. Colthurst Godwin.*™ Seconder: Dr J.G. Swayne. 
Resolution IV 
That the citizens of Bristol being desirous of co-operating with the citizens of other 
towns possessing colleges similar to University College, Bristol, request Messrs 
Albert Fry (Chairman), W.K. Wait (Vicechairman), the Rev. Canon Percival and 
Professor Ramsay to represent them on a joint committee which has been formed to 
bring the subject before the Government. 
Proposer: the High Sheriff of Bristol. Seconder: Dr W.H. Spencer. 
Resolution V 
That the best thanks of this meeting be given to the Right Worshipful the Mayor of 
Bristol for presiding over the business of this meeting. 
The Secretary was desired to communicate the resolutions to the proposers, 
seconders and others. 


[UBSC, DM 506/19, second pagination, pp. 3-6 (MS).] 
[196] 28 February 1887. Ramsay to Hicks 


28th Febr. 1887. 
My dear Hicks, 

I am writing in the train from Oxford where I have been staying with Jowett since 
Saturday, to tell you that tonight he will send off his letter to the Times. It is long 
and very exhaustive, on the lines of your pamphlet. I see in the Standard of today 
that Goschen, speaking at a meeting of the univ. extension people, said that they had 
solicited special subscriptions by means of a Mansion House fund, and that the sum 
total <contributed> was £10! Would that not be an excellent text to preach from? If 
the Londoners can raise only £10 what may be expected of provincials? And is it 
not clear that Government must come to the rescue? For univ. colleges are the direct 
outcome of the movement and they have now justified their existence. Can you get 
someone to take this line of argument? 

Our meeting takes place on Wednesday. We shall have no big-guns, but shall 
confine ourselves to local speakers. But if you can come, do so by all means. We will 


°63 Colliery owner and Liberal politician, sometime Mayor of Bath and Bristol City Councillor; MP for 
Bristol East from 1886 until his death in 1890. The Cossham Memorial Hospital at Kingswood perpetuates 
his name. 

264 Tron merchant and City Councillor; President of the Bristol Chamber of Commerce 1885-7; the second 
Lord Mayor (1900-1): CCR, p. 1. 

6 Francis J. Fry. 
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give you something to say. I'll send you a copy of our resolutions. They are already 
drawn up, but are at the College. 

I have heard from Tilden that Birmingham is not joining us now, but there is an 
agitation in favour of a Midland University.” What can we do to get them to pull 
together? It will be the greatest mistake in the world if they don’t pull with us. It is 
absolutely necessary for us all to pull together. Perhaps Jowett may induce them all 
to make common cause. 

I shall write at once to Buckle suggesting an article. I could have gone to London 
today, but as you may suppose the Wednesday meeting prevents me. 

Will you start your train at once? And please let me know what you are doing. I 
might be able to suggest something. 

Yours sincerely, 

W. Ramsay. 
I think as Secretary I will write a letter to be read at Birmingham, pointing out that 
a Midland University is a thing of the future, and must be justified by results of the 
Mason’s College. And that it is likely to come all the sooner of Government are 
induced to support our colleges. 


[SUA, FC/VC/1/1 (ex 9/1/8/20) (holograph).] 
[197] 6 March 1887. Ramsay to Hicks 


10 Osborne Road, Clifton. 
6th March, 1887. 
My dear Hicks, 

I am glad that Jupiter has moved.” It has at all counts drawn attention to the 
matter. Jowett was difficult to get to work. He complained of want of time, and I 
didn’t like to press him too much. I hope your men will now come up to scratch, 
and keep the ball rolling. Could we manage to get speakers to oppose Mundella’s 
idea, and to advocate Government endowment, on the ground that if it is left to 
corporations, it will never be done? Permissive acts are seldom successes. I had a 
very cordial note from Story-Maskelyne saying that he had supported the Welsh 
grants as a preliminary to English ones. Is he heavy enough metal to get to oppose 
Mundella??* What would Morley do? Could Garnett get him to oppose? Playfair, 
I hear, is not sanguine as to the time; he thinks that ten years will elapse before 
anything comes of it. Has anybody spoken to Lubbock about it? Shall I write? I shall 
be in town sometime soon, and will see him. I don’t know when Mundella intends 
to bring forward his motion. The Birmingham people have not officially left us, and 
I will say nothing about it, but wait for events. Have you heard from Newcastle? Or 
Nottingham? 


66 On 19 February Dr H.W. Crosskey had addressed the Birmingham Philosophical Society with ‘A 
plea for a Midland University’; the proposal was endorsed later that year by the Cambridge historian J.R. 
Seeley, speaking as President of the Birmingham and Midland Institute: Vincent and Hinton, Univ. of 
Birmingham, pp. 4-5. 

°67 Jowett’s letter, dated 28 February, had appeared in The Times on 3 March, endorsed by a leader: 
extracts in Travers, Ramsay, p. 77; Chapman, Univ. of Sheffield, pp. 45-8. It did not mention UCB by 
name. 

68 M.HN. Story Maskelyne was undoubtedly ‘heavy metal’, being Professor of Mineralogy at Oxford 
and Keeper of Minerals at the British Museum; he was also a Liberal MP, but best known as a pioneering 
photographer. 
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I quite agree with you as regards Bodington.*® He is not to be trusted. And I have 
not sent him a report of our meeting here; not to Rendal [sic] nor Greenwood. There 
is no need of telling them just now: they might thwart us. 

Let me know how you are getting on, or if your hear from the others. 

Believe me, yours sincerely, 

W. Ramsay. 


[SUA, FC/VC/1/1 (ex 9/1/8/24) (holograph).] 
[198] 7 March 1887. Canvassing Committee Minutes 


Canvassing Committee. 
7th March 1887. 

Present: Mr W.K. Wait, in the chair, Mr J.W. Arrowsmith, Mr G.F. Schacht, Mr 
William Smith, Dr W.H. Spencer. 

The minutes of the last two meetings (21st and 28th Feb.) were read and confirmed. 

Circular of appeal. The following circular which Mr Arrowsmith kindly offered 
to print gratuitously, was approved, for general circulation throughout the city and 
suburbs. 


[Printed] 
University College, Bristol. 
Canvassing Committee 


Albert Fry G.F, Schacht 

W.K. Wait W. Smith 

W.P. Baker W.H. Spencer, M.D. 

Lewis Fry, M.P. Rev. J.M. Wilson 

G.W. Edwards PJ. Worsley 

WE. George J.W. Arrowsmith, Hon. Sec. 


The Council of University College appeal to the inhabitants and Bristol and the West of 
England for pecuniary assistance under the following circumstances: 

The necessary expenditure of the College has always exceeded its annual income. For 
several years this deficit was made good out of the fund contributed at the foundation of the 
College in 1876; that fund is now exhausted. 

It is therefore absolutely necessary to increase the income by about £600 per annum, if the 
educational work of the College is to be carried on with that success which has hitherto so 
largely distinguished it; in addition to which there is a present deficiency of £1500. 

The Medical School (which is affiliated to the College) has for several years occupied a 
small temporary building erected on the College grounds. The number of medical students has 
greatly increased, and now exceeds 100; the present accommodation having therefore become 
entirely inadequate, an increased provision is an urgent need. To erect an additional section of 
the College building, to meet these requirements, will cost about £5,500. 

The Council of the College believe this is a suitable opportunity for making an appeal to 
those who feel that it would not be creditable to the City of Bristol that these great educational 
institutions, attended by an average of 600 students every session, should decline for the lack 
of the moderate support now required. 

The Council therefore ask for aid in either of the following ways: 

1. Donations towards the General Fund of the College which may be spread over five years. 

2. Donations towards the new building for the Medical School. 

March, 1887. 


°° Bodington’s uncertain loyalty to the common front was still troubling Ramsay a year later: Chapman, 
Univ. of Sheffield, p. 55. 
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[MS] 

Banking account. The Hon. Secretary reported that he had opened a special 
<banking> account with Messrs Miles, Cave and Co. for the fund now being raised. 

Medical School co-operation. The following resolution, which the Secretary was 
desired to communicate to the Faculty of the Medical School, was passed: 

That it is earnestly hoped that the active support of the Medical Faculty may be 
given to the present needs of the College, and for this purpose the Committee of the 
Council invites their co-operation in canvassing for the possible needs of the Medical 
School. 

Canvasser. It was resolved: That in the opinion of the Committee it is desirable 
that immediate steps be taken to procure the services of a gentleman who would 
suitably be able to undertake the work of canvassing and that, in the event of the 
services of such a gentleman being secured, the Committee would be prepared to 
provide remuneration. 

[Signed] G.F. Schacht. April 20/87. 


[UBSC, DM 506/19, second pagination, pp. 7-10 (MS with printed letter impasted).] 
[199] 20 March 1887. Ramsay to Hicks 


10 Osborne Road, Clifton. 
20/3/87. 
My dear Hicks, 

I got your letter today. I have been in Scotland on a sad occasion — that of my 
father’s death.”” So I have done nothing since writing you last.” 

I should like to see a report of the Cambridge discussion; please remember your 
promise to send me a copy. 

Try to move Garnett, and I will be at Tilden again. Let me know when you think 
it will suit to have another meeting in London. I certainly think we must have 
one, for things are dragging a little. However, one of our Council, Killigrew Wait, 
a Conservative, and formerly a M.P. has been to town, and has been talking to 
Conservative Members. The thought not long ago [was] that we should have to wait 
long; he now thinks that it will come soon. 

We must consider whether to have a deputation to the V.P. of Education; or whether 
to the Lord President of the Council;”” or whether to have another motion before 
the House. I think we should consult our local members, if would could get them 
together. 

Iam glad you are writing to Nottingham. Do your best to stir them up. 

Believe me, yours sincerely, 

W. Ramsay. 


[SUA, FC/VC/1/1 (ex 9/1/8/28) (holograph).] 


27 See Travers, Ramsay, p. 77. 

77 On 14 March: SUA, FC/VC/1/1 (ex 9/1/8/24), which had little progress to report, except promise of 
support from the Dean of Durham, who was also Warden of the University. 

°? Sir William Hart Dyke had become Vice-President of Education in January; the Lord President was 
Viscount Cranbrook. 
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[200] 3 April 1887. Ramsay to Hicks 


10 Osborne Road, Clifton. 
3rd April, 1887. 
My dear Hicks, 

I was in town last week, and took the chance of calling on Mr Milner, Mr 
Goschen’s Secretary. I had a long chat with him, and he is very favourable to our 
movement. He says that our move should be to get Morley to speak, somewhere 
in the provinces (why not at Newcastle?)*” expounding the whole story. That he 
should be carefully coached as to the main points; especially the precise position 
of university colleges as regards universities, and technical colleges, and schools, 
and that we should then lose no time in getting a deputation to the President of 
the Council, and arrange to follow this by a motion before the House. Now I am 
writing to Garnett, to tell him all this, and to ask him to put pressure on Morley. I 
have thought of writing to Jowett to suggest his bringing about a meeting between 
us, Garnett and Morley, so that we may talk matters over. Do you think that cock 
would fight? I daresay he would ask Morley to stay, and us to dinner. An evening of 
talk would advance matters greatly. Shall I try? Milner appears to think that Morley 
is our card, and says distinctly that [Jow(ett) deleted] Goschen is merely waiting to 
be pressed.” 

Let me hear from you soon. 

W. Ramsay. 


[SUA, FC/VC/1/1 (ex 9/1/8/29) (holograph).] 
[201] 7 April 1887. Ramsay to Hicks 


University College, Bristol. 
7th April, 1887. 
My dear Hicks, 

I knew it: I have been there. A Benedict is a creature of his own making; and has 
to pay the penalty in disorganized faculties. 

I have just been asked by Sadler*” through Jowett to give a paper at a meeting on 
the 20th at Oxford on State aid for higher education. The meeting is one of university 
extension people. I have answered that I will, provided the Extension people plead 
their own cause, and distinctly understand that I won’t argue their case. I think the 
opportunity is not to be missed. This villainous Irish question will absorb all Morley’s 
time, I fear;*” but I will ask Jowett to invite him to be present at the meeting. And it 
is proposed to ask the Principals of U.C.s to be present: so you will get an invitation. 
I will make it very clear in my paper that we don’t wish to mix ourselves up with any 
application from the Extension committees. 

I am sorry that as we have a Council meeting on the 13th [recte /4th: 203], at 
which very important matters are to be discussed. I shall not be able to be at your 


°73 Morley was one of the Newcastle MPs. 

° After the Liberal split of 1886, Morley emerged as mentor of a group of young MPs (including 
Haldane, Grey and Asquith) seeking a constructive programme for the attenuated party: D.A. Hamer: 
John Morley: Intellectual in Politics (Oxford, 1986), pp. 245-6. 

25 The future Sir Michael Sadler [464]. 

°76 Tt proved to be his preoccupation for a decade: Hamer, Morley, p. 183. 
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meeting. I wish I could, but I can’t leave just now. There is a difficulty with our Prof. 
of English Literature which comes up. 

Sir G. Young’s address is Charity Commission Office, Whitehall. You had better 
write for an appointment. I have talked over this matter with some U.C.L. people, 
and they say that their scheme is but a preliminary to ours. They must ask for grants, 
and our joining them will greatly strengthen their case. 

Yours sincerely, 

W. Ramsay. 


[SUA, FC/VC/1/1 (ex 9/1/8/31) (holograph).] 
[202] 11 April 1887. Ramsay to Hicks 


University College, Bristol. 
11th April, 1887. 
My dear Hicks, 

I really don’t think I can be at your meeting tomorrow, for I shall be taken up 
preparing for College business on Thursday [203]. Our Council have run their heads 
into a noose, and I must devote my energies to untying this knot. (How on earth do 
you spell withering? It must rhyme with dying, surely). But I have just heard from 
Garnett. He says that their meeting will be held in some three weeks’ time, and I 
think we ought to be there to catch John Morley. Garnett says he has coached him 
well on the subject, and what we must induce him to do is to give a long explanatory 
speech which will be well reported. Do you think it would be well to summon our 
London meeting soon after that, for I know of no prospect of Mason’s or Nottingham 
stirrmg. I shall again write to Tilden, and try to press him on. If Mason’s can be 
stirred to move by our and the Newcastle meetings, let it move before the London 
meeting. Let us keep the definite programme in mind: Morley’s speech; deputation to 
the President of the Council; motion by ? in the House. I shall be in town next week 
and shall write to Sir J. Lubbock for an appointment, and see if he will bring forward 
a motion in the House. 

Iam sorry I can’t come, but really it is impossible. 

Yours very sincerely, 

W. Ramsay. 


[SUA, FC/VC/1/1 (ex 9/1/8/32) (holograph).] 
[203] 14 April 1887. Council minutes 


[After other business] English Department. [Following report by the solicitor on 
professorial tenure, prompted by Professor Rowley’s letter of 8 February (190)]| 
Resolved: 

That the Council shall immediately take into consideration the regulations relating 
to the duties, appointment and dismissal of professors with a view to their alteration. 

That the solicitor be requested to obtain counsel’s opinion as to the power of the 
College to terminate its engagement with Professor Rowley in accordance with the 
conditions of his appointment as contained in a resolution passed by the Council on 
the 14th September 1876 [56]. 
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And in addition it was determined to furnish the solicitor with the following 
instructions for communication to Mr Rowley’s friend [with whom the solicitor had 
negotiated], on the understanding that they were to be ‘without prejudice’. 

That the solicitor be informed that the Council are willing to relieve Professor 
Rowley of evening class work; that for his reduced services he be offered two 
hundred pounds (£200) per annum together with one half (2) of the fees paid 
by students attending his own classes; that he be allowed to accept engagements 
elsewhere outside a radius of fifteen (15) miles; and that the Council shall not allow 
the teaching of his subjects in evening classes to clash with his teaching in day 
classes. 


[UBSC, DM 506/57, pp. 402-3 (MS).] 
[204] 20 April 1887. Canvassing Committee Minutes 


Canvassing Committee 
20th April 1887. 
Present: Mr G.F. Schacht 
“JW. Arrowsmith 
The minutes of the last meeting (7th March) were read and confirmed. 
Report of Hon. Secretary. The Hon Secretary presented the following printed 
statement of amounts promised to the fund:*”” 


[Printed] In addition to present Sustentation Fund, the following have been received 
or promised: 
Subscriptions payable in five pears or under. 


£ s ad £ os d 

The High Sheriff, 105 0O O * DrShingleton Smith 50 0 0 
FJ. Fry Harry E. Thomas 50 =O 0 
Lewis Fry, M.P. 250 O O R.A. Charleton 40 0O 0 
Mrs Garnett 250 O O Frederick Morgan 26 #5 0 
W.E. George 250 O O W. Howell Davies 25 O 0 
J.W. Arrowsmith 105 OO O Albert Fry 25 O 0 
J. Storrs Fry 100 O O Francis Gotch 25 O 0 
T.G. Matthews 100 O O W. Arthur Jones 25 O 0 
Charles Thomas 100 O O Gundry Stephens 25 O 0 
FR. Cross, M.B. 52 10 0O Robert F. Sturge 25 O 0 
Miles, Cave & Co 52 10 0 Dr J.G. Swayne 25 0 0 
Rev. J. Percival 52 10 0O Mrs E.F. Thomas 25 0 0 
Caleb Trapnell 52 10 0O S. Tryon 21 O 0 
Sir J.D. Weston 52 10 0O Rev. H.C. Watson 20 0 0 
Col.H.C.Reynolds 50 0 0O T. Holmes Gore 10 10 0 
Edward Robinson 50 OO O T. Protheroe 5 (0 0 
W.K. Wait 10 10 O John Thorn 2 2 0 
Arthur Baker 5 5 0 H.C. Trapnell Dee 2 0 
Dr Beddoe 5 0 0 G.A. Wills 2. 2 0 
J.ColthurstGodwin' 5 O O H.C. Barstow 2 O 0 


°77 Some identification of many of these donors will be found in the index. 
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A.E. Hudd 
Joseph Tanner 
Robert Champion 
Mrs Anne Ogilvie 
G.F. Schacht 


[MS] Capitalised 5 years £278: [0s]: [0d.] 


[Printed] 
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Vincent S. Lean 

J.W. Dod 

Miles, Cave & Co 

Alfred C. Pass 
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W. Proctor Baker 

Georges & Co 

Herbert Thomas 
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Sparke Evans 
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Jones & Hudson 
Robert Lang 

A. Pottow 
James Taylor 
H.H. Wills 


Donations 


* John Evan Davies 


Miss Estlin 

Rev. T.E. Brown 
Mrs John P. Budgett 
W.P. Price 
Walter Sturge 
Coldstream Tuckett 
FF. Tuckett 

Mrs Wakefield 
John Walls 

Mr & Mrs Birtill 
E.A. Greenslade 
H.B. Jupp 

Miss Nunney 
Miss C. Nunney 
E.W. Phibbs 
Mrs H. Prideaux 
Miss Elliot 

Col. J. Graham 
Rev. J.T. Grey 
G.H. Holmes 
Robert Lang 
Miss Wright 


Miss Eleanor Budgett 


AN. Price 
A Working Man 


*Medical School Wing. 


yAnd £1 for every £1,000 subscribed to the Fund. 


[MS] Totals: Subscriptions payable in 5 years or under 2045: 
Annual subscriptions (capitalised) 278: 
Donations 1514: 
Add for each £1000 3: 


28 recte £2100: 17: 0. 
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Of the above sum of £3841:3:0, the sum of £398:12:0 is promised for the Medical 
School, leaving a total of £3442 for College funds. 

The Hon. Secretary further reported that he had paid into the banking account 
the sum of £899:8:0, of which £680 had been transferred to the General Fund, this 
leaving a balance of £219:8 to the credit of the Special Fund. 

He further reported that 10,000 circulars soliciting aid has [recte had] been sent 
out through Clifton and district, and that the list of donations and subscriptions had 
been advertised three (3) times in the local papers. 

Medical School. Resolution. The following letter received from the Dean of 
Faculty of the Bristol Medical School, in response to the resolution of the Committee 
passed on the 7th March, was read: 

Thornton Villa, Richmond Hill, Clifton. 
April 9th 1887. 
Dear Sir, 

In reply to your communication I have pleasure in forwarding to you the following 
resolution of the Faculty of the Medical School: 

That the Faculty of the Bristol Medical School have the fullest sympathy with the 
appeal now being made to be published by the Council of University College, Bristol, 
with the view of placing the College on a proper basis; the Faculty are anxious to 
assist in this appeal, and therefore suggest the addition of the following members 
of their body to the present Canvassing Committee: Mr Dobson, Dr Swayne, Dr 
Shingleton Smith, and Dr Markham Skerritt. 

Iam, dear Sir, your faithfully, 

E. Markham Skerritt, Dean. 

The Registrar, 
Univ. Coll. Bristol 


[With resolution of the Committee co-opting the above-named.] 


[UBSC, DM 506/19, second pagination, pp. 11-15 (MS with printed lists impasted; 
omitting MS sub-totals).] 


[205] 23 April 1887. Ramsay to Hicks 
Savile Club, 107, Piccadilly. W. 
23rd April, 1887. 
My dear Hicks, 

I was at the Oxford conference and spoke. There was no discussion, but the general 
atmosphere was favourable. I met the Bishop of London”*’ and Lord Ripon,*"! and 
discussed the matter with them, and they promised help. 

Also, I have seen Sir J. Lubbock. He will bring up a motion in June (middle or end) 
and wishes to be thoroughly posted up. So I think we must again — each college for 
itself — draw up tables of no. of regular students in day; in evening; for last (say) five 
years; no. of staff; what they teach; capital of college — if any; annual revenue from 
fees; from subscriptions; from interest on endowments; amount of capital retained 
for scholarships. If there is an affiliated medical school, or a medical faculty, and in 


280 Frederick Temple, translated from Exeter in 1885. 
8! Lately Viceroy of India; former and future Liberal Cabinet Minister; first Chancellor of Leeds 
University 1904: biography by L. Wolf (1921); ODNB. 


154 Bristol University: Conception to Foundation 


fact any other information which may give him materials for a telling speech. I am 
writing by this post to all the colleges asking for such information. I have seen Wace, 
and he has promised to furnish it. It would be advisable if this were done by May 
15th at the /atest. Let us make sure of this move. 

I am also writing to Garnett to press him as regards Morley. M. must be got to 
speak at this foundation-stone-laying;*” as soon as that is done, we must engineer a 
deputation. 

Yours sincerely, 

W. Ramsay. 
PS. Also amount spent on administration; and building; on salaries. xWhat about 
Victoria trio? Shall we communicate with them? Wace thinks not, but I am doubtful. 


[SUA, FC/VC/1/1 (ex 9/1/8/33) (holograph).] 
[206] 2 May 1887. Ramsay to Hicks 


University College, Bristol. 
2nd May, 1887. 
My dear Hicks, 

I should be very sorry if I have done anything against Mr Mundella’s wishes. I 
hope not, however. Sir J. Lubbock was agreed on informally as the best man, and as 
Mr Mundella has already shown his activity in the matter, it occurred to me that the 
case would be strengthened were Sir J. Lubbock to give his weight to it. A number of 
people can of course speak to the motion. 

Have you heard from Garnett yet? I haven’t, though I asked for an immediate 
answer. What can we do to get things to move there? Time slips past. Will you try 
him again? 

Believe me, yours sincerely, 

W. Ramsay. 


[SUA, FC/VC/1/1 (ex 9/1/8/34) (holograph).] 
[207] 9 May 1887. Sir John Lubbock to Ramsay 


33 Belgrave Sq. 
9 May 1887. 
Dear Prof. Ramsay, 

I understood that you would send me the terms of the resolution which you were 
requested to ask me to move in the House of Commons. 

It does not press, as there is no chance of getting a day at present, or I fear for some 
time to come; but the terms of the resolution may require some consideration and it 
would be well that they should be submitted to our friends in the House. 

Believe me, yours very truly, 

John Lubbock. 


[UCL, Ramsay Papers, 5, f. 196 (holograph).] 


*8? On 4 July the Queen laid the foundation stone of the Imperial Institute in South Kensington, a showcase 
of imperial manufactures conceived by the Prince of Wales to mark the Golden Jubilee. Ramsay does not 
mean that Morley should speak on this occasion, but that it would be an opportunity to engage him to do 
so later. 
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[208] 25 May 1887. Council minutes 


[After other business] University Colleges and Training Colleges. The Principal 
reported that, in accordance with the request of the Local Executive Committee, Mr 
Schacht and he had represented the College at the deputation which waited on the 
Vice-President of the Committee of Council on Education on the 21st instant with 
regard to the proposal that the work carried on in University Colleges should include 
that of Training Colleges for elementary teachers; and that the deputation had been 
favourably received by the Vice-President, who had promised to give attention to the 
subject. 

Geological Dept. Lectures in other towns. A proposal of Professor Lloyd Morgan 
to deliver a course of twelve popular lectures on Geology in Bath next session in lieu 
of his evening lectures on Geology at the College was referred to the Local Executive 
Committee with authority to make such arrangements they may think fit with regard 
to the proposal. 


[UBSC, DM 506/57, p. 408 (MS).] 
[209] 26 May 1887. Jowett to Ramsay 


13 Wetherby Gardens, S.W. 
May 26 1887. 
My dear Professor Ramsay, 

Since I wrote to you half an hour ago Ihave heard from Mr Milner, who thinks that 
‘Professor Ramsay may make his preparations for Thursday June 30 at 2.30.’ So you 
may consider this time as fixed unless you should hear to the contrary. 

In a month’s time I hope that I may be quite well again (or much less) and if Iam 
in England will gladly join the deputation. 

Believe me, yours very sincerely, 

B. Jowett. 


[UCL, Ramsay Papers, 5, f. 195 (holograph).] 
[210] 27 May 1887. Ramsay to Hicks 


University College, Bristol. 
27th May 1887. 
My dear Hicks, 

Jowett has written to Goschen. He will receive a deputation on Thursday, June 30th, 
at 2.30. We must now make a formal application, but we may make arrangements 
for those who are to be present. How should the formal [dep- deleted] application be 
made? I suppose I had better make it in the terms agreed on, and you can sign it as 
co-secretary. Will you write to: 

Dr Butler; Stokes;* Samuelson’ (we had better both sign this); Mundella; 


°83 Henry Montagu Butler, Master of Trinity College, Cambridge. 

° George Stokes, FRS, Lucasian Professor of Mathematics at Cambridge and President of the Royal 
Society; elected MP for the University later in the year; a member of the Devonshire Commission; Bt 
1889. 

°85 Sir Bernhard Samuelson, Bt, FRS, industrialist and Liberal MP; also on the Devonshire Commission, 
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I shall write reminding those fixed on. They are: 


Armstrong”*° through Garnett; 
Bramwell”*’ “ 7 

Loth. Bell?* “ “ 

Bishop of Durham”? “ ? 

Morley oe “ a 

A.H. Ackland”! “ ot 
Chamberlain’”” Tilden 
Bryce? Sir G. Young 
Stuart?’ = 

H. Sidgwick””” “ “ 

Bishop of London 7 Wace 
Woodall?”* = L. Fry 
Hartington?” = Sir J. Lubbock & L. Fry. 


[Vertically against these names] I have written to the sponsors for these worthies, 
and have also written to those whom I undertook. 
I shall also send to each of our representatives a short account of our proceedings. 
Let me hear soon. 
Yours sincerely, 
W. Ramsay, 
Ihave written asking Roscoe. 


[SUA, FC/VC/1/1 (ex 9/1/8/38) (holograph).] 
[211] 1 June 1887. Jowett to Ramsay. 

Address Oxford. June 1. 
Dear Prof. Ramsay, 


I think that I would rather not write to Lord Preston 
on a similar occasion and must not appear importunate. 


*°8 as I have already asked him 


and himself Chairman of the Royal Commission on Technical Instruction (1881-4), which included 
Roscoe and Woodall. 

*86 Sir William Armstrong, FRS, shortly to be created Baron, and whose name was to be given to the 
Newcastle College of Science in 1906. 

**” Lord Bramwell, former Lord Justice of Appeal. 

Sir Lowthian Bell, Bt, FRS, iron master and metallurgist. 

Joseph Barber Lightfoot, formerly Lady Margaret Professor of Divinity at Cambridge. 

On Garnett’s list because he sat for Newcastle. 

2°! Sic for Acland, Liberal MP for Rotherham, later Vice-President of Education; Bt 1919. 

Joseph Chamberlain, MP for Birmingham; former and future Cabinet Minister, now a leading figure in 
the breakaway Liberal Unionist group. 

3 James Bryce, Liberal MP and future Cabinet Minister; created Viscount 1914. 

Professor James Stuart, Cambridge physicist and promoter of university extension. 

> Knightsbridge Professor of Philosophy at Cambridge. 

6 William Woodall, gas engineer; Liberal MP for Staffordshire seats 1880-1900; held junior Government 
posts under Gladstone and Rosebery; served on Samuelson’s Commission. 

*” Marquess by courtesy sitting in the Commons; former and future Cabinet Minister, now leading the 
Liberal Unionists. 

*8 Heir to the earldom of Derby, created Baron Stanley of Preston 1886, on appointment as President of 
the Board of Trade in Salisbury’s second government. 
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You and Mr Hicks might very properly write to him, if you suppose him to take an 
interest in the subject. 
But Ido not think that with the present ministry his advocacy is of much importance. 
Yours very truly, 
B. Jowett. 
Will you give my most kind regards to Mrs Ramsay. I am getting better of vertigo 
but slowly. 


[UCL, Ramsay Papers, 5, f. 195 (holograph).] 
[212] 2 June 1887. Ramsay to Hicks 


University College, Bristol. 
2nd June 1887. 
My dear Hicks, 

1. Will you, as soon as you get Goschen’s answer (by the way, was UC. Bristol, 
or Firth Coll. Sheffield on the letter?) get a notice printed for our ordinary members 
of committee? If the reply comes to me, I will do so. 

2. [have just heard from Sir J. Lubbock, who is abroad, to suggest that Fry or I 
should ask Lord Hartington. I shall write and consult Fry. 

3. Jowett, too, has written saying that he has recently asked much of the Marquess 
of Ripon, and recommends us to write. If you think we should, I shall do so and send 
you the letter for signature. 

4. I am writing to Lubbock suggesting that his motion be introduced as an 
amendment on the Education estimates if that is possible. 

Nothing further. 

Yours sincerely, 

W. Ramsay. 


[SUA, FC/VC/1/1 (ex 9/1/8/40) (holograph).] 
[213] 7 June 1887. Ramsay to Hicks 


University College, Bristol. 
7th June 1887. 
My dear Hicks, 

I have prepared a list as well as I can, and you shall have it as soon as I hear from 
Thompson and Sollas, the latter of whom is an especially plethoric producer. I have 
asked them for a speedy reply. 

The Bishop of London is doubtful of the advisability of Government interference, 
so Wace thinks he had better not be pressed. I haven’t heard from Playfair yet. Fry 
says he would rather wait before asking Hartington, in order to get Sir J. Lubbock’s 
backing. I enclose a letter for the Marquess of Ripon for you to sign and forward. 
Shuttleworth won’t come, but will vote for us.” Percival and Jowett have promised. 

Yours sincerely, 

W. Ramsay. 


°° Sir Ughtred Kay-Shuttleworth, Bt, Liberal MP and lately Chancellor of the Duchy of Lancaster; Baron 
Shuttleworth 1902. His father (d. 1877) had a closer interest in education. 
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Shore*™ suggests the Earl of Selborne; he is President of the City & Guilds Institute, 
and lives in Hampshire.**' Also Lord Mount-Temple, late V.P. of the Education 
Dept.*” I can reach him. One of the Hartley*’ staff knows Sir Roper Lethbridge, 
M_LP. for Kensington.“ What do you think of these names? 


[SUA, FC/VC/1/1 (ex 9/1/8/44) (holograph).] 
[214] 20 June 1887. Ramsay to Hicks 


University College, Bristol. 
20th June, 1887. 
My dear Hicks, 

I have just heard from the Bishop of Ripon that he can’t come. He says ‘I am sorry, 
for I should have been pleased to have been identified with the movement’ .*” 

I have also heard from Sir J. Lubbock, to whom I sent all papers. He says ‘Who 
is going to introduce the the deputation to the Chancellor of the Exchequer?’ Who? 
I have written, asking him to consult with Morley, Mundella, Chamberlain, Playfair 
and Roscoe about this, and about speakers. I have suggested Jowett and Percival. 
Who would you suggest? 

Lubbock also asks ‘Has it been considered on what basis it would be desired that 
Government aid should be apportioned?’ To which I have replied that that had better 
form the business of a special committee, authorized to inquire the best method of 
distribution. Would it be absolutely necessary to have a meeting? Can we not arrange 
speakers by correspondence? It involves our taking a good deal on ourselves, but 
no-one need know nor will anyone object if we are well advised. Please answer by 
return. 

Yours sincerely, 

W. Ramsay. 
List of those going to attend will be circulated to-day. 


[SUA, FC/VC/1/1 (ex 9/1/8/51) (holograph).] 
[215] 23 June 1887. Lubbock to Ramsay 


House of Commons. 
23 June 1887. 
Dear Mr Ramsay, 
I spoke to Lord Hartington and again brought up the subject at a meeting we had 
on technical education at Devonshire House. 


*° Presumably H.S. Hele-Shaw, who had been UCB’s Professor of Engineering (1882-5), and then 
moved to Liverpool: Severn, Faculty of Engineering, pp. 16-17. 

°°! Former Liberal Lord Chancellor, who had joined the Liberal Unionist defection in 1886; chaired Royal 
Commission on restructuring London University 1888: ODNB. 

3 The first VP of Education (1857-8); holding other posts under Palmerston and Russell; ennobled 1880: 
ODNB. 

3 The Hartley Institute, Southampton (generically but not yet styled a university college). 

3 Conservative; Indian civilian and writer. 

*°5 William Boyd Carpenter, one of the Queen’s pet clerics: ODNB. 
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He has not however given a definite answer and I have written to him again. I think 
it would be desirable that Chamberlain, Dixon*”, Fry, Huxley,*” Jowett, Percival, 
Mundella, Playfair, Roscoe and Samuelson &c. should be asked to speak. 

If we get a favourable answer I suppose we should press the motion on the 12th. 

If Lord Hartington would introduce the deputation, it would be a great thing” 

Believe me, yours very truly, 

John Lubbock. 


[UCL, Ramsay Papers, 5, f. 197 (holograph).] 
[216] 27 June 1887. Ramsay to Hicks 


University College, Bristol. 
27th June, 1887. 
Dear Hicks, 

The affair is printed and sent off, to Houldsworth,*” Burt,*"° and Lord Spencer.*"' I 
am writing to Milner, giving the number who will attend, and the memorial. We have 
sent our local resolutions to Lubbock long ago. Your letters will make the others do 
so. We have very few refusals, only the Marquess of Ripon, and the Bishop of Ripon. 
I shall send these. 

I am very sorry about Huxley.’ I am writing a very pressing letter to Jowett. I 
know of no one who will take Huxley’s place. How about Percival? 

I have sent also to Fitch and Lyulph Stanley.*” 

If Jowett can’t or won’t speak we must just do what we can without him. 

Yours sincerely, 

W. Ramsay. 


[SUA, FC/VC/1/1 (ex 9/1/8/53) (holograph).] 


This concludes the correspondence copied in UBSC, DM 692, whereafter Ramsay 
moved to University College, London. His further letters to Hicks and related 
documents are printed in Chapman, Univ. of Sheffield, pp. 51-64. Negotiations 
continued for nearly two more years before the Government made its first grant to 
the English provincial colleges. [> 220] 


*° George Dixon, Birmingham MP and close associate of Chamberlain, with whom he founded the 
National Education League: ODNB. 

°°” Thomas Henry Huxley, biologist and anthroplogist; incumbent President of the Royal Society: ODNB. 
38 Tn a note beside this letter, Travers recalled hearing Hartington a few years later at a Royal Society 
dinner, opposing Government aid to universities and science. 

*°° William Henry Houldsworth, cotton magnate sitting for Manchester constituencies 1883-1906; shortly 
to be created Baronet. 

3! Thomas Burt, trade union leader; MP for Morpeth 1874-1918, originally radical Labour but serving in 
the Gladstone and Rosebery governments of 1892-5. 

3! The fifth Earl, former Lord President and Lord Lieutenant of Ireland: ODNB. 

3? Huxley feared that poor health might prevent his joining the delegation, though he was ‘fully 
sympathetic’ with its objects: UCL, Ramsay Papers, 5, f. 200 (to Ramsay, 8 June). 

33 From a cadet branch of Lancashire’s premier family; Liberal MP for Oldham 1880-5; member of the 
London School Board; created Baron Stanley of Alderley 1903. 
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[217] 20 July 1887. Jowett to Margaret Elliot 


West Malvern, 
July 20 1887. 
Dear Miss Elliot, 

I am sorry not to have had the pleasure of seeing you and the Dean when I was in 
Clifton. I was told (by Professor Ramsay I think) that you were not in Clifton. 

Will you give my kind regards to your father and say that I think the troublesome 
affairs of University College are settled as well as they can be; and that there appears 
to be money enough to carry on the College for three years? 

[Reference to the Dean’s ‘opus magnum’, which Jowett offers to arrange to be 
placed in the Bodleian.] 

I remain, dear Miss Elliot, yours very sincerely, 

B. Jowett. 


[BCA, Jowett Papers, I F4/20 (MS copy).] 


SECTION HI: STABILISING 


[218] 16 November 1887. Council minutes 


Council, 16th November 1887. 
Present — Mr Albert Fry in the chair 


— Proctor Baker Messrs Edward B. Tylor?" 
—J.W. Arrowsmith — Philip J. Worsley 

— Lewis Fry MP. Dr Spencer 

Revd Hereford B. George Mr Dobson 

— John Percival LL.D. 


[After other business] Educational Board. Appointment of Dean. Powers of Dean. 
The Council then proceeded to consider the recommendations of the Educational 
Board, with reference to the government of the College and their desire to elect some 
of their body to sit on the Council and Local Executive Committee. 

The Council resolved that, as advised by their Solicitor, it being impossible to 
adopt the proposals of the Educational Board in their entirety: 

(1) They would suspend the appointment of Principal for the present, and 
meanwhile appoint Professor C. Lloyd Morgan as Dean at a salary of £150 per 
annum, from the Ist October last; such appointment to be deemed to expire (unless 
renewed by resolution) on the 31st day of December 1888. 

(2) That the Dean act as Chairman of the Educational Board, and Academical 
Head of the College, and that he be responsible to the Council for the discipline of 
the students and generally undertake the functions of Principal, subject to certain 
limitations mentioned in the recommendations of the Educational Board, which 
confer more power on the members of that Board in their own peculiar departments, 
and in cases of dismissal of students, delegate full power to the Board. 

(3) That the Dean and one member of the professorial staff to be designated by the 
Educational Board, be invited to take such part in the deliberations of the Council 
and Local Executive Committee, as has hitherto been taken by the Principal. [>> 237] 

(4) That the Educational Board for the above purpose and all other purposes, be 
empowered to co-opt two lecturers as full members of the Educational Board for a 
period not exceeding one year. 

That a copy of these resolutions be send to the Educational Board. 

Deputation from the Medical Faculty. The Council having adjourned for the 
Annual Ordinary Meeting of the Governors, at the close of the meeting, re- 
assembled to receive a deputation from the Medical Faculty headed by Dr Markham 
Skerritt. 


54 ERS; Keeper of the Oxford University Museum, becoming the first Professor of Anthropology 1896; 
knighted 1912: a Quaker, whose father-in-law was a Somerset wool merchant and banker: ODNB. 
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Dr Skerritt who acted as spokesman for the deputation represented to the Council 
the great need which the Medical School felt, of better and larger accommodation. 
He also stated that there was a feeling on the part of the students and others that 
[some deleted] <a share> of the money raised by the special subscription should have 
been devoted to the building of a new Medical School. 

Reply of the Chairman. The Chairman (Mr Albert Fry) in reply stated that it was a 
mistake to suppose that any of the money raised for the Special Fund had been in any 
way particularly destined for the building of a new Medical School and subsequently 
diverted from its original object, and that it was quite out of the power of the Council, 
however much they might wish to do so, to allot a large sum of money for the use 
of the Medical Department. He also pointed out that it was inadvisable to organise a 
new subscription in Bristol, so soon after the appeal made recently for funds. 

Sub-committee to be appointed. After some discussion, it was resolved that a 
sub-committee be appointed on the part of the Council, to meet a sub-committee 
appointed by the Medical Faculty, in order to organise an appeal for funds among 
members of the medical profession and others, with the definite object of building a 
new wing to the College, for the use of the Medical School. 

The deputation consisted of Dr Markham Skerritt, Dean of the Medical Faculty, 
Dr Shingleton Smith, Dr J.H. Swayne,*? Dr A.J. Harrison,*'® Dr Michell Clarke,*’” 
Mr N.C. Dobson, Mr G. Munro-Smith.#" 


[UBSC, DM 506/57, pp. 427-9 (MS).[ > 220] 
[219] 29 July 1888. Jowett to Lloyd Morgan 


Ball. Coll. 
July 29. 1888. 
Dear Sir, 
Ihave delayed much longer than I intended sending an answer to your letter. 
Iam glad to know that you are trying to improve the Library of University College, 
Bristol.*!? I send a small donation in furtherance of this object, which is an excellent 
one. 
Hoping that the College continues to flourish. 
I remain, yours faithfully, 
B. Jowett. 


[UBSC, DM 128/34 (holograph).] 


35 A mistake for ‘S.H.’ (Samuel Henry) [3]. 

© General Practitioner of Guthrie Road, Clifton: Whitfield, Victorian Doctors, p. 143. 

317 At Clifton under Percival; BMS Lecturer 1887-1918; Professor of Pathology then Medicine 1895— 
1909: CCR, p. 62; SMB, pp. 20, 21,51; BMC, 36 (1918), pp. 23-31; Munk’s Roll, iv, p. 386. 

38 At Clifton under Percival; BMS Lecturer 1887-99; Demonstrator at the Royal Infirmary from 1886, 
Surgeon 1807—1909, and author of its history (1917); he regarded his surname as ‘Smith’ but was generally 
“Munro Smith’ (unhyphenated) for distinction: SMB, pp. 21, 22, 46; his BRI, p. 458 and passim; CCR, p. 
19; BMCJ, 35 (1917), pp. 36-42. 

3° The College had no library of its own in the early days, though there was ready access to the City 
Library, and members of staff were generous with loans from their own shelves; first record of ‘small 
library’ is found in the calendar for 1883/4 Calendar, and James Rowley is listed as Honorary Librarian 
in 1889/90: Lee, ‘Library’, pp. 261-4. 
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[220] 14 November 1888. Council minutes 


[After other business| New wing for Medical School. A question was raised by Dr 
Shingleton Smith as to whether anything could be done to forward matters relating to 
the proposed new building for the Medical School. Dr Smith was of opinion that the 
high estimate of the architect had practically put a stop to it, and thought the building 
might be done at a much less cost. It was suggested to Dr Smith that the architect 
might be asked for another estimate, and that it would be best for the Building 
Committee to say how much they were prepared to [give deleted] <expend>. After 
some discussion it was left to Dr Smith to push matters forward. 

[Other business.| 

[From the printed Report for 1887-8] Government aid. At a meeting of the 
heads of University Colleges held at King’s College in December last, the subject 
of Government aid was discussed at considerable length, and the sub-committee 
appointed to report upon the matter was urged to use all means in its power to draw 
the attention of influential Members of Parliament to the urgent need in which 
University Colleges stood of such aid. Many leading Members of Parliament have 
promised their support. In the House of Commons, in July last, Sir John Lubbock 
asked the Vice-President of the Committee of Council on Education, whether he 
could yet state the intentions of the Government as to giving any assistance to the 
English University Colleges; and in reply Sir W. Hart Dyke said the Government are 
prepared to give some assistance to the English University Colleges, but the mode 
and principles of distribution raise very difficult questions, which must necessarily 
take some time to arrange.” 

Since that time the matter has not been allowed to sleep, and every effort has been 
made to keep the subject before the minds of those whom it concerns. If such a grant 
should be made, it is not at all improbable that its amount will be largely determined 
by the amount of local aid. Any serious falling off in this may materially diminish 
the Government grant, while an increase in local aid would not improbably have the 
reverse effect. 


[UBSC, DM 506/57, pp. 446, 451 (MS with printed report impasted).] 
[221] 15 February 1889. Council minutes 


[After other business| Proposed Mathematical Professorship. A letter from the Dean 
was read in which the Council were asked to consider the question of conferring 
the title of Professor of Mathematics upon Mr D. Codrington Selman, the present 
Lecturer.*! An opinion was expressed to the effect that such a professorship should 
exist, and after some discussion it was decided to let the matter stand over till the 
next meeting. At the request of the Council the Rev. J.M. Wilson kindly undertook 
to examine, in the meantime, the Mathematical papers for last term and to report 
thereon.*” 


[UBSC, DM 506/58, p. 3 (MS).] 


*°° Parliamentary Debates, House of Commons (1888), vol. 329, c. 34 (20 July). Lubbock sat for the 
University of London. 

*! A former UCB student: Severn, Faculty of Engineering, p. 16. 

*2 Wilson was a mathematician by trade. 
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The chair was duly established by the Council on 29 May: UBSC, DM 506/58, p. 6. 


[222] 29 May 1889. Council minutes 


[After other business] New Medical Wing. Mr E.J. Hansom then attended to exhibit 
and explain the plans and elevations of the proposed Medical Wing. After some 
discussion it was resolved: 

That permission be given to the authorities of the Medical School to erect 
a building on the portion of ground near the Museum and in front of the present 
Medical School, in accordance with the scheme shown. 


[UBSC, DM 506/58, p. 7 (MS).] [> 235] 
[223] 9 October 1889. Local Executive Committee minutes 


Local Executive Committee 
9th October 1889 
Present: Mr Albert Fry (chair) 

—G.F. Schacht 

Dr R. Shingleton Smith 

Mr PJ. Worsley 

Professor Lloyd Morgan 

— Fanshawe. 

[Minutes.] 

District classes. The Dean reported upon the arrangements made for the district 
classes at Redcross Street schools as follows: classes in Machine Construction and 
Drawing, Magnetism and Electricity, and Shorthand were to be carried on through 
the winter provided that no less than 12 entries were received for each subject. It 
was not thought advisable to introduce classes in Latin, French, and Freehand and 
Perspective Drawing as they would be parallel to those already in existence at the 
Merchant Venturers’ School. 

Extension lectures. With regard to Extension lectures in Bristol the Dean said 
he did not think Mr Gilmore Barnett would again contribute to that object” Mr 
G. Munro Smith of the Bristol Medical School was prepared, however, to deliver 
a course of six popular lectures on Elementary Physiology, and the Master of the 
Society of Merchant Venturers had kindly granted the use of their large hall. It was 
resolved: 

That Mr Munro Smith’s offer be accepted, and that he receive an honorarium of 
five guineas. 

The Dean also expressed his willingness to give a course of lectures in Bristol 
after the Christmas vacation and the Chairman reported that a member of the Council 
would help with his contribution. 


[UBSC, DM 506/55, pp. 4-5 (MS).] 


*°3 Solicitor and City Councillor; brother of Samuel, Canon of Bristol then Westminster, founder of 
Toynbee Hall: CCR, p. 1. 
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[224] 27 October 1889. Educational Board minutes 


Special meeting Octr 27th 1889 
Present 
The Dean Prof. Leipner 
Prof. Fanshawe — Young 
— Ryan** — Selman. 

The Board considered the case of Mr G.W.A. Barber, a student of the College who 
had been suspended by the Dean.*” Mr Barber having been observed secreting a 
book under suspicious circumstances, and having denied all knowledge of the same, 
when questioned by the Dean, and having failed to give any sufficient explanation 
of his conduct; it was resolved that, as Mr Barber had been previously convicted of 
stealing a book from Prof. Leipner, and his conduct was considered unsatisfactory 
and open to suspicion by several professors, he be dismissed from the College. At 
the same time it was recommended that the fees paid by this student for the present 
sessions should be returned to his father. 

[Signed] C. Lloyd Morgan. [> 225] 


[UBSC, DM 506/26 (MS).] 
[225] 13 November 1889. Local Executive Committee minutes 


[After other business] Student expelled. The Dean reported that a student named 
G.A.W. Barber was expelled from the College in the early part of the term, a suspicion 
of theft from another student having rested upon him. An application from the father 
for the remission of a portion, if not the whole, of the fees — which amounted to £26. 
15.6. was supported by the Educational Board [224], and it was resolved: 

That the sum of £20 (twenty pounds) be remitted to Mr Barber. 


[UBSC, DM 506/55, p. 8 (MS).] 
[226] 20 November 1889. Council minutes. First receipt of Government aid 


Govt grant. Ist instalment. The Secretary reported the receipt of a draft for £600 
being the portion of the Government grant for the half year ending 30th Sept. 1889. 
Dr Percival [in the chair] suggested that something should be done early to secure 
more local support, as at the end of five years the accounts would be revised by the 
Treasury and a fresh allocation of the grant probably made.**° 


4 John Ryan, Professor of Engineering 1885-99. 

*°5 Listed as George A.W.,a day student: Calendar 1889-90, p. 174. 

*°6 A Treasury minute of 11 March announced that £15,000 would be allocated to university colleges in 
1889-90 (£50,000 had been sought). A committee (including Percival and the future Bishop of Bristol 
G.F. Browne) apportioned the award, its recommendations accepted by a further minute of | July: 
Parliamentary Debates, House of Commons (1889), vol. 338, cc. 271-2; University Colleges, Great 
Britain—Grant in Aid. Return to an Order of the Honourable the House of Commons dated 17 June 1897 
(250) (HMSO, 1889); texts reprinted in Chapman, Univ. of Sheffield, pp. 62—4; summarised in Vernon, 
Universities and the State, pp. 117-18. 
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[Other business.] 

[From the printed Report for 18S8—9] A subject for congratulation is the successful 
issue of the appeal of university colleges for State aid. A grant of £15,000 per 
annum was made in March last, and a special committee appointed to report on its 
appropriation. Twelve claims were sent in; and in July the report was issued, with the 
result that University College, Bristol, was allotted £1,200 as its share of the grant.*”” 
The Treasury laid very great stress upon the amount of pecuniary support given to the 
institution locally, whether by private subscription or out of local public funds, and 
stated that this consideration was of the greatest importance. 

The relative claims of the several colleges upon the total grant will vary from time 
to time, and its allocation rendered subject to periodical revision. 

It is absolutely necessary that the Sustentation Fund should not only be maintained 
but augmented. The Government grant is a recognition of the local aid already 
received. But if it should have the effect of checking the generosity of Bristol 
citizens, it will have failed in its object, and may be reduced, or even withdrawn. The 
Council feel confident that the supporters of the College will not, at this juncture, 
when everything points to increased success and increased efficiency, do anything to 
hinder this progress, but will rather feel that this is the time when additional aid will 
be more than ever effectual. 


[UBSC, DM 508/58, pp. 12, 16 (MS and with printed report impasted).] 
[227] 11 December 1889. Local Executive Committee minutes 


[After other business] Extension lectures. The average attendance at the Extension 
lectures up to date was reported to be about 300 and the expenses a little over £20. 
In reply to a question as to whether they should be carried on the Committee decided 
to do so, and an offer of the Dean to deliver a course of lectures on ‘Animal life’ was 
accordingly accepted. 

Botanical Dept. Increased no. of hours. Professor Leipner made an application 
through the Dean to be allowed to increase the number of hours now devoted to Botany, 
the teaching of which was very difficult on account of the students being at different 
levels. The Dean suggested that two hours extra per week be given and one hour extra 
for the systematic work in the third term, this bringing it up to the level of Zoology. 
Professor Leipner being content with this arrangement the suggestion was adopted.*” 


[UBSC, DM 506/55, p. 11 (MS).] 
[228] 7 February 1890. Educational Board minutes 


[After other business] A former student of the College having confessed to using unfair 
means in certain of the College examinations, and having returned all his certificates 
and placed himself in the hands of the College authorities, it was resolved that those 


*°7 This was equal bottom of the awards to the ten English applicants: Dundee received £500 and 
Southampton (Hartley) failed. William Ramsay, on hearing the total to be awarded, hoped Bristol would 
receive a good share: ‘Even £1000 a year would be an infinite relief to them. It would mean comparative 
affluence’ (to his mother, 9 March): Tilden, Ramsay, p. 98. 

*8 Tn the previous quarter Leipner taught 31 hours of Botany and 108 of German, at 10s and 7/- per hour 
respectively: UBSC, DM 506/15, p. 12. 
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certificates, in the examinations for which unfair means had been used, should be 
withheld, but that the remainder should be returned to the student in question. 


[UBSC, DM 506/26 (MS).] 
[229] 14 March 1890. Educational Board minutes 


Extraordinary meeting March 14th/90 


Present 
The Dean Prof. Leipner 
Prof. Rowley — Young 
— Fanshawe — Selman 


— Ryan 
1. The Board having considered the cases of certain students, implicated in the 
cutting of chairs, it was resolved that Mr Graham (who had admitted the offence) be 
fined 2/6, and that Messrs Barnard and Jenkins be given <a further> opportunity of 
exculpating themseves, before the Board proceed to a decision.” 
[Signed] C. Lloyd Morgan. 


[UBSC, DM 506/26 (MS).] 


At a further extraordinary meeting on 19 March the Board were glad to report that 
Jenkins and Barnard had ‘satisfactorily exculpated themselves’: UBSC, DM 506/26. 


[230] 14 May 1890. Local Executive Committee minutes 


[After other business] Italian & Spanish. The Educational Board thinking it desirable 
that the subjects of Italian and Spanish should be included in the College curriculum, 
authority was given to make enquiries with a view to securing a competent teacher 
of the same. 


[UBSC, DM 506/55, p. 22 (MS); no related entry in Educational Board minutes.] 
[231] 27 August 1890. Local Executive Committee minutes 


[After other business] District classes. The closing of the Redcross Street schools 
being reported and a suggestion made that the classes hitherto held there be removed 
to Russell Town it was resolved: 

That the Secretary seek permission of the St George School Board to hold evening 
classes at Russell Town Board School; that the fees for each course be reduced from 
5/- to 3/6; and that the neccesary arrangements be left in the hands of the Dean. 

[Other business.] 

University of London examinations. It having been ascertained that the Senate 
of the University of London were willing to make this College a centre for the 
intermediate Arts, the intermediate Science and preliminary M.B. examinations, it 
was resolved: 

That the College should become a centre for the examinations named. 


*° Bernard Graham, Lionel Barnard and Arthur Jenkins: Calendar 1889-90, p. 174. 
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Admission of Coll. to benefits of new scheme. The question arose as to whether 
application should be made to the Senate of the University of London for the 
admission of the College to the first list of constituent colleges on equal terms with the 
metropolitan institutions. The matter was referred to the Council for consideration. 
[> 233] 

[Other business.] 

New Science scholarship. A letter was received from Her Majesty’s Commissioners 
for the Exhbition of 1851 announcing that the nomination to one scholarship of an 
annual value of £150 had been placed at the disposal of the Council for the year 
1891, and that it was hoped to place a similar scholarship at their disposal for the year 
1892, and thenceforth periodically.**° 


[UBSC, DM 506/55, p. 29-31 (MS).] 
[232] 8 October 1890. Local Executive Committee minutes 


[After other business] Application for district classes at Fishponds. A \etter was 
received from the Honorary Secretary of the Church Institute, Fishponds, inviting 
the College authorities to establish evening classes on similar lines to those at Russell 
Town Board School. The Secretary reported that upon making enquiries he found the 
amount of support likely to be given was quite inadequate and that a considerable 
<loss> would probably be incurred; and the Committee instructed him to reply that 
under the circumstances they could not see their way to undertake the work at present. 

Popular lectures. Charge. Resolved: That a small charge be made for admission to 
the popular lectures to be delivered by the Dean at the Vestry Hall, Pennywell Road, 
during the present winter. 

The charge was fixed at one penny. 


[UBSC, DM 506/55, p. 35-6 (MS).] 
[233] 19 November 1890. Council minutes 


[Among other business| With reference to the proposed reconstitution of the 
University of London the Dean reported that in company with Dr Young he had 
attended a meeting of the representatives of the university colleges concerned 
together with representatives of certain medical schools to confer with the Senate 
of the University of London. The representatives were unanimous in regarding the 
proposed scheme as radically bad and unjust to provincial colleges, and requested 
the Senate to reconsider it.**! 


[UBSC, DM 506/58, p. 35 (MS).] 


*30 A further scholarship was offered on 14 Oct. 1891: UBSC, DM 506/55, p. 68. 

3! Following the recommendations of Lord Selborne’s commission, the London Senate was developing a 
scheme for a teaching university. The provincial colleges and medical schools, led by Birmingham, feared 
this would destroy the ‘impartiality’ of the existing examination system unless they were represented 
on the boards which shaped the syllabus. A compromise to this effect was resisted by the main London 
colleges, and the combined opposition thwarted the proposed charter: Vernon, Universities and the State, 
pp. 73-8; Willson, Univ. of London, pp. 286-7, 296-7, 301, 305-6. Lloyd Morgan and Young had already 
been authorised by the Educational Board to sign a protest by the provincial colleges: UBSC, DM 506/26 
(7 November). 
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[234] 10 December 1890. Local Executive Committee minutes 


[After other business] Government grant. Application from Birmingham. The Dean 
drew attention to a memorandum received from the Mason College, Birmingham*” 
—a copy of which was before the meeting — suggesting that steps be taken towards 
obtaining an increase of grant from the Government. The Chairman, with the 
Treasurer and Mr Lewis Fry, thinking such application premature and unadvisable, 
an answer to that effect had been returned. Mr Chamberlain had promised to sound 
Mr Goschen in the matter and see whether such an application would be favourably 
received. The memorandum drops pro tem. It was decided to take no further steps 
until the approach of the fifth year when all colleges might act in concert before 
making another representation. [P 235] 


[UBSC, DM 506/55, pp. 39-40 (MS).] 
[235] 11 February 1891. Local Executive Committee minutes 


[After minutes] Government grant. Proposed application for increase. With 
reference to the proposal to apply for an increase of Government grant [234] the 
Dean mentioned that on receipt of a further memorandum from the Mason College, 
Birmingham, at the suggestion of certain Members of Parliament, a communication 
was sent expressing our readiness to join in a joint and general representation to the 
Chancellor of the Exchequer. The course adopted was approved, and the Dean was 
authorised to attend a meeting of representatives in London in the event of one being 
held. [> 238] 

Medical wing. Plans approved. The architects — Messrs Bond and Jones** 
— attended to submit the plans of the new Medical wing which had received the 
approval of the Faculty of the Medical School. After due inspection it was resolved: 

To recommend their adoption by the Council. [> 236] 

Local Taxation Act. Draft memorandum. With respect to the request for suggestions 
concerning the Local Taxation (Customs and Excise) Act** issued by a committee 
of the Town Council the Dean was instructed to prepare, in conjunction with the 
Treasurer, a draft memorandum for presentation at the February meeting of the 
College Council shewing the aims of the College and nature of instruction given, and 
offering suggestions as to the methods by which the College might be made more 
efficient and more useful in supplying additional opportunities for technical training 
in Bristol.**° 


[UBSC, DM 506/55, pp. 44-5 (MS).] 


°° Robert Heath, Principal of Mason College, wrote to the other university college principals on 30 


November: Vernon, Universities and the State, pp. 118,242 n. 113. 

* Frederick Bligh Bond and William Edward Jones, both sometime pupils of C.F. Hansom, the former 
becoming his partner. Bond was also an archaeologist, directing excavations at Glastonbury; Jones was 
Architect to Bristol Corporation: DBA, pp. 99,513; R. Coates, Frederick Bligh Bond: A Bibliography of 
his Works and a List of his Buildings (Bristol, 2015) 

3453 & 54 Vict. c. 60. A tack introduced by A.H.D. Acland gave local authorities revenue from duty on 
spirits to support technical instruction (hence ‘whisky money’). [> 242, 283] 

85 On 18 February the Council duly considered and revised the memorandum, which was then printed 
and sent to the Town Council: UBSC, DM 506/58, p. 46. 
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[236] 18 February 1891. Council minutes 


[After other business] The plans of the new Medical Wing were inspected and 
duly discussed. The lavatory and cloak-room accommodation being considered 
insufficient the architects were instructed to make provision for five extra wash 
basins, to enlarge the latrines, and to convert the basement store-room into a drying 
closet, and to submit the plans after alteration to Drs Markham Skerritt and Greig 
Smith*** for their approval. The plans having already received the approval of the 
Local Executive Committee and the Faculty of the Medical School it was resolved: 

That the Local Executive Committee be authorised to obtain tenders for the 
building and to let the contract. [> 238] 


[UBSC, DM 506/58, p. 46 (MS).] 


[237] 6 March 1891. Educational Board minutes 


Ordinary meeting March 6th 1891. 


Present 
The Dean Prof. Leipner 
Prof. Rowley Mr Brooks**” 
— Fanshawe Mr Barrell?"8 
— Young Prof. Ryan. 


1. The Dean reported the result of an interview with the Chancellor of the 
Exchequer, at which representatives of the provincial colleges asked for an increase 
of Government grant. [> 238] 

2. It was recommended: 

That, for practical convenience and to secure conformity with other colleges, the 
title of Principal be substituted for Dean, as the official head of the College, such 
alteration not to be taken to affect the conditions tentatively laid down in articles 2. 
3.4.5.6 of the proposals of the professors (contained in the professors’ book) of 
Monday October 31. [1897 corrected to] 1887, so far as these were accepted in a 
resolution of the Council dated November 16th [1897 corrected to] 1887 (articles 
2. 3. 4) [218] and further accepted by the Educational Board in a resolution of 
November 28th [1897 corrected to] 1887, the working of which during the last three 
years proved them to be thoroughly unsatisfactory. [> 240-1] 

3. The Board was of opinion that it would be well to make provision for the 
training of teachers according to the Government requirements, but at the same time 
considered that great care would be needed to prevent the adoption of this scheme 
interfering with the proper aims and work of the College.*” [> 239] 

[Signed] C. Lloyd Morgan. 


[UBSC, DM 506/26 (MS).] 


6 James Greig Smith, Surgeon at the Royal Infirmary from 1879 to his death in 1897; BMS Lecturer 
from 1888; Professor of Surgery from 1893: SMB, p. 20; Munro Smith, BRI, pp. 403-4 and passim; 
BMCJ, 15 (1897), pp. 105-21. 

°°” Francis Brooks, Lecturer in Classics; promoted Professor 1902; edited the poems of Giacomo Leopardi 
(1909). 

*8 Prank Richard Barrell, Lecturer in Mathematics; promoted Professor 1893. 

> Tn 1890 the Education Department, adopting the recommendation a Royal Commission on Elementary 
Education, authorised Day Training Colleges for elementary school teachers; the DTCs were to be attached 
to but independent of universities and university colleges: Vernon, Universities and the State, pp. 127-8. 
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[238] 11 March 1891. Local Executive Committee minutes 


[Presence. Minutes. 

A letter was read intimating that the Lord President of the Privy Council had 
appointed the Rev. M.G. Glazebrook — Head Master of Clifton College — as a 
member of the Council for a term of three years in place of the Ven. Archdeacon 
Wilson resigned.” 

Day Training Coll. Students’ room &c. With regard to the scheme for constituting 
the College a Day Training College for teachers, the advisability of admitting the 
scholars at the opening of next session was considered. It was pointed out that the 
regulations require the setting apart of a large room for the sole use of the scholars, 
and that under the present circumstances no room could be spared until the opening of 
the new Medical wing, which would increase the accommodation at the Committee’s 
disposal. The Dean was accordingly instructed to communicate with Dr Fitch in the 
matter, explaining the position of affairs and enquiring whether a room outside the 
College as a temporary measure would satisfy the Department, and stating also that 
the matter could be taken up more satisfactorily in 1892. [P 239] 

State aid. Report of deputation. Respecting the representation made to the 
Chancellor of the Exchequer for an increase in the state aid to university colleges, 
the Dean reported that the deputation was accorded a very favourable reception, and 
also that the Chancellor in his encouraging reply expressed a wish to be furnished 
with a statement of the financial position of each of the colleges. 

The statement relating to the College — a draft of which was before the Committee 
— was, after slight amendment, ordered to be supplied to the Treasury.*"’ 

[Other business.] 

New Medical wing. Tender of T.R. Lewis accepted. Tenders for the erection of the 
new Medical wing according to the plans and specification prepared by the architects 
were received from nine builders, and after examination it was resolved: 

That the tender of Mr T.R. Lewis, Clifton Vale, for five thousand, seven hundred, 
and fifty one pounds (£5751) be accepted. 

The amount was made up as follows: £5242 for the main building, £109 for 
alterations to present Medical School, and £400 for heating, ventilation, and gas 


supply. 
[UBSC, DM 506/55, pp. 46-7, 48-9 (MS).] 
[239] 29 April 1891. Local Executive Committee minutes 


[After other business] Day Training College. Report of interview. Application 
deferred. In regard to the Day Training College scheme the Dean reported that Dr 
Fitch had met a few members of the Committee to talk over, informally, the question 
of admitting scholars in October next.** The conclusion Dr Fitch came to was that 


*© ‘Wilson had left Clifton at the end of the Michaelmas term. Glazebrook, a Balliol man, had been High 
Master of the Manchester Grammar School; Canon of Bristol from 1898; after leaving Clifton in 1905 he 
became a Canon of Ely: CCR, p. xlvii. 

“1 A Treasury Committee duly acknowledged that the grant had been well spent, but no immediate 
increase was offered: Vernon, Universities and the State, pp. 118-19. 

3® The Educational Board had already resolved to defer the matter, because no accommodation was 
currently available, and to await reports from the other colleges: UBSC, DM 506/26 (27 April). 
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there existed no practical difficulty from an educational point of view, but that the 
question of room was a serious one. He did not express himself satisfied with the 
two rooms he had inspected outside the College, viz. at the Museum and Library, 
and at the Clifton Laboratory, Berkeley Square;** and mentioned that the Committee 
would be under no disadvantage by waiting another year. It being reported too that 
the number of women students likely to join the College next session would be very 
small, it was resolved: 

That in view of the difficulty with regard to accommodation, and the increased 
room the Committee will have in 1892, [they deleted] <to> defer undertaking the 
scheme for another year. 

The Secretary* was instructed to forward a copy of the above resolution to the 
Education Department, and to add that the Committee were both willing and anxious 
to undertake the work. [> 246] 


[UBSC, DM 506/55, pp. 52-3 (MS).] 
[240] 13 May 1891. Local Executive Committee minutes 


[After minutes] Principal. Solicitor to be consulted as to title. The question of 
substituting the title of Principal for that of Dean was brought forward by the 
Educational Board. In face of the Articles of Asssociation, however, which give 
more powers to the Principal than at present exercised by the Dean or desired by the 
Educational Board, it was resolved: 

That the Solicitor be consulted as to the feasability of altering the title in the face 
of those Articles. [> 241] 


[UBSC, DM 506/55, p. 55 (MS).] 
[241] 27 May 1891. Council minutes 


[After other business] Principal. Title of Dean changed. With respect to the proposed 
substitution of the title of Principal for that of Dean the Council considered a 
recommendation of the Educational Board dated 6th March 1891 [237] and it was 
resolved: 

(1) That in order to secure uniformity with other colleges the title of Professor 
Lloyd Morgan be Principal instead of Dean, but that such alteration shall not affect 
proposals numbered 2,3, 4 and 5 of the Educational Board under date Oct. 31st 1887 
as accepted by the Council on Nov. 16th 1887 [218]. 

(2) That Professor Lloyd Morgan sign a declaration to the foregoing effect, so as 
to limit in his case, by the conditions above referred to, the rights conferred on the 
Principal as such by nos 97 and 98 of the Articles of the College, the intent being: 

(a) That each Professor shall be responsible to the Council for the progress of the 
students in his own department; 


“8 The Bristol Literary and Philosophic (or Scientific) Club, which began its meetings at 28 Berkeley 
Square in 1891: Arrowsmith’s Dictionary, p. 108; Univ. & Lit. Club, p. 6. 

“4 James Rafter since 1888, previously Clerk to the Secretary of Clifton College; additionally Registrar 
of UCB from 1902; first Registrar of the University 1909-24: CCR, p. xlv. 
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(b) That the Educational Board (and not the Principal) shall have the power of 
dismissing students; and 

(c) That the Educational Board through the Principal present to the Council at the 
end of each session a report shewing the condition of the College in all its parts. 

The Secretary was instructed to forward a copy of the above resolution to the 
Solicitor, requesting him to embody the same in a document to be prepared for 
Professor Lloyd Morgan’s signature. 


[UBSC, DM 506/58, pp. 50-1 (MS).] 


The Principal conveyed the Council's resolution to the Educational Board: UBSC, 
DM 506/26 (5 June). 


[242] 22 August 1891. G.H. Pope** to Albert Fry 


Merchants’ Hall, Bristol. 
22nd August 1891. 
Sir, 

By direction of the Technical Instruction Committee of the Council of the City and 
County of Bristol, I have the honour of informing you that it is the intention of the 
Council to allot to the Council of University College, Bristol, the capital sum of two 
thousand pounds, to be expended upon buildings and equipments [sic] previously 
approved by the Committee, and I am desired to ask that your Council will submit 
definite proposals with regard to such buildings and equipment for my Committee’s 
consideration.*“° 

I have to add that it has been proposed to contribute also the sum of five hundred 
pounds per annum for three years to the Sustentation Fund of your College provided 
that your Council is prepared to admit during that period to the systematic courses of 
the College ten free students to be nominated by my Committee. 

My Committee will be glad to learn whether your Council would accept the 
proposed contribution on the terms suggested, and, if so, what would be the conditions 
upon which the free students would be admitted. 

I have the honour to remain, Sir, your obedient servant. 

(signed) George H. Pope, Hon. Sec. of the Technical Instruction Committee. 


[UBSC, DM 506/55, pp. 61-2 (MS copy in Local Executive Committee minutes of 
9 September, g.v.).] 


[243] 9 September 1891. Local Executive Committee minutes 


[After minutes and the reading of Pope’s letter of 22 August (242)] Proposal to erect 
buildings. After consideration it was resolved: 


*8 George Henry Pope, Treasurer of the Society of Merchant Venturers 1876-1901, Master 1904-5, and 
from 1901 Secretary of the Technical College; Sheriff of Bristol 1888-9; member of Clifton College 
Council 1901-21: McGrath, MVB, p. 265 and passim: CCR, p. xv. 

“6 The Technical Instruction Act 1889 (52 & 53 Vict. c. 76) empowered local authorities to set up such 
committees to oversee technical education supported from the rates; a further act of 1891 (54 & 55 Vict. 
c. 4) gave these committees responsibility for spending the ‘whisky money’ [<4 235]. 
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That the Council be recommended to make an endeavour to erect a permanent 
portion of the College buildings — the cost of which is estimated at £2700 — exclusive 
of fittings. 

Free students. The draft scheme for regulating the admission of free students was 
discussed, and the Principal directed to lay the same before Mr Pope together with 
the plans and elevations of the proposed building for the approval of the Technical 
Instruction Committee.” 

Technical instruction. Co-operation invited between county councils & College. 
The Principal presented the draft of a letter which it was proposed to circulate among 
members of the Technical Instruction Committees of Gloucestershire, Somerset, and 
Wilts County Councils, and in which it was suggested that helpful relations may be 
mutual if a yearly grant was made to the College — such as has been given by the 
Bristol Town Council — to enable the College authorities to extend those facilities 
which they are able to offer. 

The letter after amendment was ordered to be lithographed for circulation.** 

Death of the President. Vote of condolence. Gift of painting. Vote of thanks. The 
Chairman reported that Miss Elliot had presented to the College a painting of her 
father, the late Dean of Bristol, and suggested than an inscription notifying the gift 
should be affixed to the frame. The inscription and arrangements for removing 
the portrait were left to the Chairman, and the Principal requested to convey to 
Miss Elliot on behalf of the Council a vote of <sincere> condolence with her on 
her bereavement, and at the same time to thank her for the generous gift of the 
painting.*” 

Hebrew. Several students having presented themselves for Hebrew the Principal 
was instructed to approach the Rev. J. Polack of Clifton College with the view to his 
taking the class on the same terms as the late Lecturer Mr B. Heymann.*° 

Sanitary inspection. Architect to be consulted. A letter received from the Rev. J.G. 
Bullock intimated that his son, an Engineering student, was suffering from an attack 
of typhoid fever, and suggested to the Council the advisability of having a thorough 
sanitary inspection of the College buildings.*”! It was resolved: 

That the architects be first consulted before going to the Health officers. 

[Other business.] 

Clothworkers’ Company. Steps to be taken to obtain further grant. The payment 
of the last instalment of the Clothworkers’ contribution having been reported, the 
question of again approaching the Company with the view to obtaining a further 


*7 The College undertook to admit ten free students in return for the City Council subventions: UBSC, 
DM 506/58, pp. 52-3 (LEC report in Council minutes of 18 November). 

“8 By 14 October the Principal had received ‘several encouraging replies’: UBSC, DM 506/55, p. 67. But 
no contribution was actually made [283]. 

“° The Dean died on 11 August aged 91, after 41 years in office. He was a controversial figure, latterly 
somewhat distant, and tributes were ‘at best lukewarm’: Bettey, “Contrasting clerics’, p. 201. The gift of 
his portrait had been acknowledged on 5 September: UBSC, DM 506/55, p. 63. 

°° Approved at the Committee’s next meeting (14 October). Polack was second master of a boarding 
house which became a family business; his predecessor was the previous UCB Hebrew Lecturer, who 
vacated both posts in August 1890: UBSC, DM 506/55, ppp. 31, 67; D.O. Winterbottom, Dynasty: The 
Polack Family and the Jewish House at Clifton 1878-2005 (Bristol, 2008), pp. 29-31, 38-41 and passim. 
*! Hamilton Amyatt Bullock, whose father was then Chaplain at Clarens, survived his encounter with 
UCB’s drains, proceeding to Pembroke College, Cambridge and work as a railway engineer in Uganda 
and India: Venn, Alumni Cantab., i, p.442 (both men); Haileybury Register 1862-1946, ed. C.N.C. King 
(Haileybury [1946]), p. 134. 
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grant was considered. The Chairman undertook <either> to communicate with Mr 
Bazley White, the Company’s representative on the Council, or to leave it in the 
hands of the Vice-Chairman. 


[UBSC, DM 506/55, pp. 62-4 (MS).] 

[244] 6 November 1891. Educational Board minutes 

[After other business] 6. The Educational Board desires to bring under the notice 
of the Council the present imperfect accommodation for the stock of books, now 
showing distinct tendency to increase, belonging to the College, and the necessity of 


making early provision for its extension. 


[UBSC, DM 506/26 (MS).] 


This was read at the Local Executive Committee meetng on 11 November, and 
referred back to the Educational Board for an estimate: UBSC, DM 506/55, p. 71. 
[> 246] 


[245] 4 December 1891. House Committee minutes 


House Committee. 4th Dec. 1891. 
Present: Mr G.F. Schacht, Mr J.W. Arrowsmith, Harry E. Thomas. 

[Minutes.] 

Women’s Reading Room. Gas stove. The Secretary reported that acting on the 
instructions of the Principal, who had received complaints from the women students, 
he had issued an order for a gas stove to be fixed in the Women’s Reading Room at a 
cost of about £2. 10. This was approved. 

[Other business.| 

Botanical Dept. Gas stove. An application was received from Prof. Leipner for a 
gas stove to be placed in his room in order that he might be able to carry on his work 
in the College during the winter vacations. The Secretary was authorised to order a 
Clark’s ‘Syphon’ Gas Stove No. 2 at a cost of £3. 15.°° 

[Other business.] 

Heating apparatus. Report. The Secretary was also instructed to obtain Dr Ryan’s 
opinion as to the state of the heating furnace in the Chemical wing; it being reported 
that occasionally in very wet weather the cellar was flooded. 


[UBSC, DM 508/14, pp. 140, 141, 142 (MS).] 
[246] 9 December 1891. Local Executive Committee minutes 
[After other business] Library. Estimate to be obtained when a room free. Respecting 


the estimate for providing adequate accommodation for the Library which the 
Educational Board were requested to obtain [244], the Principal reported that the 


2 Samuel Clark patented his flueless gas stove in 1881; its inner tubing condensed exhaust fumes into 
harmless fluid. The No. 2 model stood 40 inches high; polished copper columns were offered for an extra 
12s.: BL, Evan. 8045 (advertisement, Sept. 1886). 
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Board had not moved in the matter as they felt it unwise to do so until there was a 
room free which could be devoted to Library purposes. 

Day Training College. The accommodation of Queen’s scholars next session would, 
the Principal thought, be a question of difficulty, and he therefore was authorised 
to visit Birmingham with the view to obtaining full particulars of the Day Training 
College scheme in force there and to report thereon in due course.** [> 247] 

President. Prof. Jowett’s refusal. A letter from Professor Jowett was read thanking 
the Council for his election as President of the College, but regretting that the state 
of his health would not permit him to accept the offer. 

It was resolved: 

That the Chairman of the Council be requested to convey to Professor Jowett the 
hope that he would allow his election to hold good until the next annual meeting of 
the Governors, when he might then be relieved of the office should he so wish it.** 


[UBSC, DM 506/55, pp. 72-3 (MS).] 
[247] 16 December 1891. Local Executive Committee minutes 


[Among other business] Day Training College. Birmingham scheme &c. With regard 
to the Day Training College scheme the Principal reported that having received from 
Principal Heath of Mason College, Birmingham, full details of the scheme in force 
there, he had suggested to Miss Sturge*® that she should approach certain members 
of the Bristol School Board with the view to forming a committee on lines similar 
to that at Birmingham. The Principal was authorised to supply Miss Sturge with a 
summary of the scheme and to mention that we should be prepared to admit Queen’s 
scholars at half fees to the classes held at the College. 


[UBSC, DM 506/55, p. 77 (MS).] [> 248] 
[248] 17 February 1892. Council minutes 


[From Report of the Local Executive Committee] In accordance with the request of 
the Committee the Principal obtained full information regarding the arrangements 
for the Day Training College in Birmingham, and reported that certain members 
of the Bristol School Board had been approached with the view to forming a 
committee for Bristol on the Birmingham lines. Against the formation of such a 
committee, however, appears the difficulty of meeting certain expenses which are 
likely to be incurred. The Principal was authorised to mention that the work would 
be readily undertaken by the College provided it was secured against loss. It has 
been suggested that Queen’s Scholars be admitted at half fees to classes carried on 
in the College. 


*°3 Queen’s scholarships were instituted in 1846, for maintenance at training colleges of those who had 
undergone preliminary apprenticeship and passed an examination; following the recommendations of the 
Cross commission (1886-8), the scheme was taken up by the universities and university colleges: Dent, 
Training of Teachers, pp. 19-20, 25, 32-3. 

4 Jowett later accepted the post, and held it until his death two years later. 

*° Emily, daughter of the surveyor William Sturge; prominent campaigner for women’s suffrage and 
member of the Bristol School Board: ODNB. 
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[Other business.| 

Day Training College. Report. The Principal then gave particulars of the Day 
Training Scheme as found at Birmingham and stated that a provisional committee, 
consisting of ladies and gentlemen interested in education, had been organised and 
had met to discuss the matter. In regard to numbers he reported that there was every 
probability of the required number of Queen’s Scholars joining the College next 
October. It was thereupon resolved: 

That the Principal be authorised to inform the provisional committee that the 
Council would go on with the work provided 30 students offered themselves in the 
first year. 


[UBSC, DM 506/58, pp. 65, 66-7 (MS).] 
[249] 4 March 1892. House Committee minutes 


[Among other business] Type writer. Not to be obtained. The question of purchasing 
a type-writer for the College was considered; but on account of its cost and the 
difficulty of obtaining the necessary skilled labour it was thought advisable to defer 
the matter indefinitely. 


[UBSC, DM 506/14, pp. 144-5 (MS).] [> 369] 
[250] 4 March 1892. The Educational Board to the Medical Faculty 


University College, Bristol. 
March 4th, 1892. 
Gentlemen, 

Much annoyance was caused on Sat. Feb. 20th by snowballing on the part of 
Medical students of people passing down Univ. Coll. Road. 

Members of the Univ. Coll. staff, students, and servants of the College were 
snowballed. 

The Educational Board presents no <formal> complaint as to the past; but they 
suggest that for the future the Medical tutors be instructed to stop all snowballing and 
to report the names of those who offend in this way. 

A notice forbidding snowballing is [now deleted] posted in the Univ. Coll. 

We are, Gentlemen, your obedient servants, 

C. Lloyd Morgan, Chairman. 
R. Fanshawe, Secretary. 
Notice 
By a resolution of the Educational Board all snowballing within the College grounds 
is forbidden. 
C.LLM. Principal. 


[UBSC, DM 506/26 (holograph); loose within volume at entry for ordinary meeting 
of the Board on 4 March, when it was resolved to send this letter.] 
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[251] 10 June 1892. House Committee minutes 


[Among other business] Advertising. Resolved: That the College be advertised for 
the ensuing three months in [‘The altered to] ‘Le [sic] Revue des Deux Monde [sic]’ 
and in one Italian journal and one Spanish journal to be selected by Dr Ryan. 


[UBSC, DM 506/14, p. 146 (MS).] 
[252] 23 June 1892. House Committee minutes 


[Among other business] Biological pond. Professor Leipner attended and made a 
proposal to remove the biological pond from its position near the workshop to the 
middle of the quadrangle, both on account of the builder desiring the space and to 
prevent damage to the plants. After discussion the Secretary was requested to arrange 
with the builder to protect the pond with a hoarding. 


[UBSC, DM 506/14, p. 148 (MS).] 
[253] 24 June 1892. Bristol Medical School, Governing Body minutes 


Ordinary meeting. 
June 24th, 1892. 

Present Mr Prichard (in the chair), Drs Fox, Marshall*°° and Shingleton Smith, 
Messrs Albert Fry and Lansdown,>” and Dr Markham Skerritt, Hon. Sec. 

The Secretary reported that the Faculty had opened negociations with the Council 
of University College, Bristol, with a view to the incorporation of the School with the 
College; that certain general principles [had been deleted] adopted by a joint committee 
appointed by the Faculty and the Council had been approved by the Faculty and the 
Executive Committee of the Council, and are now submitted to the Governing Body. 
The scheme was then considered, and after a slight modification of one clause, was 
adopted unanimously, and referred back to the committee for clarification. 

The Secretary was authorised to pay over to the Faculty out of last year’s balance 
the sum of £200 to be devoted to the finishing of the new buildings. 

[Signed] Augustin Prichard. 


[UBSC, DM 2463/2/1 (MS).] 
[254] 7 October 1892. Educational Board minutes 


1. In reference to the proposed incorporation of the Medical School it was resolved 
that the Principal be supported in urging that the suggested equality in numbers of 
Medical professors and professors of the College as now constituted, be not binding 
for the future. 


[UBSC, DM 506/26 (MS).] 


°° Henry Marshall, physician; co-defendant in the Clifton lunacy case of 1888: BMJ, 31 Mar 1888, pp. 
719-20. 

*7 Francis Poole Lansdown, BMS Lecturer 1864—72; surgeon at the General Hospital: SMB, pp, 20, 3; 
BMCJ, 35 (1917), pp. 42-6. 
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[255] 4 November 1892. Educational Board minutes 


[After other business] 2. The scheme for the incorporation of the Medical School 
having been considered — it was resolved. 

(a) That the restriction of the Faculties of the College to two [ought not corrected 
to] should not be a permanent part of the scheme, and that provision ought to be 
made for a possible increase in the future. 

(b) That the conditions under which the present Principal was appointed ought to 
be now formally recognised in the Articles of Association. 


[UBSC, DM 506/26 (MS).] 
[256] 16 November 1892. Council minutes 


[From the Report of the Local Executive Committee] The Committee, since May 
last, has had under consideration the scheme of incorporation of the Medical School, 
which the joint committee appointed for the purpose has prepared and elaborated in 
conjunction with the College Solicitor. A copy of this scheme and a memorandum 
thereon by the Solicitor are now laid before you. 

The College buildings having been damaged by lightning, steps were immediately 
taken to provide lightning conductors both for the College and the new Medical 
Wing. 


[UBSC, DM 506/58, p. 73 (MS).] 
[257] 28 Mar 1893. Bristol Medical School, last meeting of Governing Body 


Special meeting. 
March 28th, 1893. 

Present Dr Fox (in the chair), Dr R.S. Smith, Messrs Lansdown, Prichard and 
Tanner,*>’ and Dr Markham Skerritt, Dean. 

[Minutes.] 

The agreement for the incorporation of the Medical School with University 
College, Bristol, was approved unanimously. 

Dr Markham Skerritt was authorised to prepare the accounts, have them audited 
by Mr Lansdown, the auditor to the Governing Body, and hand them over to the 
authorities of the College. 


[UBSC, DM 2463/2/1 (MS).] 


[258] 12 April 1893. Memorandum of agreement for incorporation of the 
Medical School 


Memorandum of Agreement 
made the <12th>day of <April>1893, between <Edward Long Fox, Augustin 
Prichard, Edward Markham Skerritt, George Frederick Atchley, Robert Shingleton 
Smith, Samuel Tanner, Albert Fry, Francis Poole Lansdown, Edmund Comer Board> 


*8 Opened that day by Sir Andrew Clark, FRS, former physician at the London Hospital. 
*°° Samuel Tanner, the General Hospital’s lay representative on the Governing Body of the BMS since 
April 1892. 
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who are a majority of members of the Governing Body constituted by the agreement 
dated the 19th day of March 1879, of the one part, and University College, Bristol, 
of the other part. 

Whereby it is agreed between the said parties hereto as follows: 

1. This agreement which is made with the consent of the majority of the present 
members of the said Governing Body, testified by their respectively being parties 
to, and executing these presents, and with the consent of the Council of the College, 
testified by a resolution of the Council dated the <12th> of <April> 1893, according 
to the requirements of clause 12 of the said agreement, dated the 19th day of March 
1879, (which was a variation duly authorized of the original agreement, dated the 
24th day of July 1876, set forth in the schedule to the Articles of Association of ‘the 
College’) [46] shall be considered as a variation of such original agreement, and of 
the said agreement of the 19th day of March 1879, and in substitution therefor. 

2. The Governing Body of the Bristol Medical School shall cease to exist, and 
the Medical School shall henceforth cease to have a separate existence, and shall 
be incorporated with the College and become part thereof, and be governed by the 
regulations for the time affecting the same, subject only to the special provisions 
hereinafter contained. 

3. The Museum and other property now belonging to the Medical School shall 
forthwith at the expense of the College be transferred to and vested in the College, or 
otherwise dealt with as the Council of the College may direct. 

4. Such of the existing lecturers as constitute the Faculty of the Medical School 
shall become the Faculty of Medicine of the College, and shall retain the chairs they 
at present hold and upon the same terms and conditions, and those elected before the 
19th day of March 1879 shall not be removed except by a vote of two-thirds at least 
in number of the members of the Council of the College. 

5. The fees paid by the students for or in respect of medical work or education shall 
be received by the Council of the College, and until otherwise arranged the Council 
shall devote the same to the remuneration of the professors and lecturers of the 
Faculty, after defraying all working charges and expenses, it being understood and 
agreed that the general funds of the College shall only provide for the maintenance 
of buildings, and the provision of apparatus, applicances and furniture. 

6. The Faculty of Medicine shall in its constitution and proceedings be governed 
by the regulations in that behalf for the time being of the College, but subject thereto 
it shall organize and direct the educational work of its own department. No female 
student shall be admitted to any of the classes or lectures in the Faculty of Medicine, 
other than those in Materia Medica, Chemistry and Botany, without the consent of 
the professor or lecturer concerned. 

7. With the consent of the Council of the College the provisions and agreements 
in these presents contained may be revoked or any variation may be made in the said 
provisions and agreements, and any new provisions and agreements may be made for 
any purpose that may be thought desirable. 


[UBSC, DM 508/58, pp. 106-8 (printed text with names and dates added in MS); 
pasted into minutes of an Extraordinary General Meeting of the Governors of the 
College on 28 April; confirmed at a further such meeting on 17 May (p. 118).] [> 440] 
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[259] 12 May 1893. Jowett to Albert Fry 


Iam very glad to hear of the complete amalgamation of the Medical School [with the 
College]. There are few things in life that I look back upon with greater pleasure than 
the share which I was able to take in the formation of University Coll. Bristol. It has 
been a great success. It owes much to the self[/ess] devotion of the Principals, and 
scarcely less to some members of the Governing Body. 


[BCA, Jowett Papers, If A21/2 (MS extract). With covering letter from William 
Alleyne to Evelyn Abbott, 7 Feb. 1895, noting that Jowett had personally given £1 ,200 
to UCB [175]; also alluding to Percival’s elevation to the bishopric of Hereford: ‘So 
Percival has got his wish: the blessing is he cannot now be Bishop of Bristol’ (the 
congé d’élire was not issued until the 18th: LG, 19 Feb. 1895, pp. 999—1000).] 


[260] 11 July 1893. House Committee minutes 


House Committee. 
11th July 1893. 
Present Mr GF. Schacht 
—J.W. Arrowsmith. 

[Minutes.] 

Porter. Complaint as to conduct. The following resolution received from the 
Faculty of Arts and Science was read: 

‘That in view of the distribution of prospectuses of the University Correspondence 
College by the Porter, who gives as his excuse an authorisation by Mr Stock, and in 
view of the general and continued dissatisfaction felt by members of the staff and 
students with the Porter’s conduct, the Faculty request the House Committee to take 
the matter into serious consideration’ .* 

The Principal, who was present, made a statement to the effect that the members 
of the staff considered the Porter an unsatisfactory man, that his manner towards 
them and towards the students was very abrupt and discourteous, that he was very 
frequently absent from the Lodge, that he often allowed one of the charwomen to 
carry away a key of the College, and finally that he distributed prospectuses of the 
University Correspondence College among students of the College and others who 
were candidates at the University of London examinations. 

Professor Young also attended and verified the Principal’s report, adding that 
his own rooms had not been attended to as he desired, and that the apparatus had 
been broken and mercury spilt, presumably through the carelessness of the women 
employed by the Porter. 

The Porter was then interviewed and the resolution of the Faculty of Arts and 
Science and the complaints made by the Principal read over to him. The excuses 
offered by the Porter for his absence from the Lodge were that at times he had to go 
all over the College, to run in errands and frequently to stoke the fires. 

He was informed that his conduct would have to be reported to the Local Executive 
<Committee> and the Secretary was thereupon instructed to summon a special 
meeting of that Committee at such time as would suit the convenience of the Vice- 
Chairman. [> 261] 


*° UBSC, DM 506/26, 29 June 1893. 
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Medical Library blinds. A letter was received from Mr L.M. Griffiths, the Hon. 
Librarian of the Medical Library,**' suggesting that something should be done to 
keep out the heat of the sun from the Library, as otherwise the books and furniture 
would speedily become damaged. 

Mr Schacht was authorised to take the matter into consideration. 

Principal's Room. The Principal suggested that the room, lately the Physical 
laboratory, should be set apart for the use of the Principal and for the reception of 
the Library. The suggestion was adopted and the Secretary, in consultation with Mr 
Schacht, was instructed to carry out the necessary alterations. 

Architecture lectures. Accommodation. ? Use of Museum lecture theatre. The 
Principal, in speaking of the lectures on Architecture to be given next session, said 
there would be difficulty in providing sufficient accommodation for the audience. He 
thought that the staff would be prepared to give free lectures to the people in return 
for the use of the lecture theatre of the Bristol Museum. Mr Arrowsmith undertook to 
mention the subject to some members of the Museum Committee. [> 262] 

Porter. Wages. The consideration of the Porter’s application for wages at the term 
rate so long as classes were continued in the vacation was deferred. 

[Other business.] 

Mortuary estimate to be obtained. An estimate for extension of the present 
corrugated iron structure used as a mortuary for the Medical Department was not 
accepted. The Secretary was instructed, however, to obtain a fresh estimate from 
Messrs L. Thomas & Son, for erecting a mortuary with 44” brick wall with slate 
roof. 

[Signed] G.F. Schacht, July 29/93. 


[UBSC, DM 506/14, pp. 160-4 (MS).] 
[261] 18 July 1893. Local Executive Committee minutes: special meeting 


[After other business] Porter (E.H. Bishop) dismissal [<4 260]. New Porter to 
be engaged. Mr Schacht reported that the House Committee had received strong 
complaints from the Faculty of Arts and Science respecting the Porter, who did not 
satisfactorily perform his duties, that they had investigated the same and interviewed 
the Porter in the matter. After some discussion it was resolved: 

That notice be given to the Porter of the termination of his engagement with the 
College on the 31st August next; and: 

That the House Committee be authorized to engage another Porter at wages not 
exceeding one guinea per week wiith use of rooms, coal, gas &c. 

Porter’s uniform. The House Committee were also requested to effect any possible 
improvement in the Porter’s uniform. 


[UBSC, DM 506/55, p. 140 (MS).] 


Anew Porter, Henry Hallard, was appointed on 29 July, but he soon proved equally 
unsatisfactory: UBSC, DM 506/14, p. 168. [> 266] 


*6! Lemuel Matthew Griffiths, of Pembroke Road: SMB, p. 43. 
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[262] 29 July 1893. House Committee minutes 


[Among other business] Bristol Museum. Use of theatre. Mr Arrowsmith reported that 
he had interviewed a few members of the Bristol Town Council respecting the use of 
the Museum lecture theatre by the College [<4 260], and that it would be advisable to 
make a formal application to the Museum Committee, stating the purposes for which 
the room would be required and what the College would be prepared to give in return 
by the way of free lectures &c. for the public. 


[UBSC, DM 506/14, p. 165 (MS).] 
[263] 15 November 1893. Percival elected President 


Annual Ordinary General Meeting of the Governors. 15th November 1893. 

Mr Lewis Fry was voted into the chair. 

[Notice of meeting read.] 

President. Election of Dr Percival. On the motion of Mr Albert Fry, seconded by 
the Rev. Hereford B. George and supported by Mr Lewis Fry, the Rev. Dr Percival 
was unanimously elected President of the College in place of the Rev. Professor 
Jowett deceased. 


[UBSC, DM 506/58, p. 140 (MS).] 
[264] 8 December 1893. House Committee minutes 


[Minutes.] 

Entrance to Coll. Suggested path. Professor Leipner drew attention to the damage 
done to the grass plot in the quadrangle by students entering at the lower gate to cross 
to the Engineering wing, and suggested that a gravel path be made along the top of 
the bank. The Committee having viewed the spot instructed the Secretary to have the 
gate kept locked, thus compelling students to enter at the upper gate. 

[Other business.| 

Advertising. ‘Clifton Chronicle’. ‘Il Soli’. A letter was received from Messrs E. 
Austin & Son applying for a series of advertisements in the ‘Clifton Chronicle’ °° 
The Secretary was directed to reply that the Committee did not see their way to make 
any further extension in advertising. 

The Secretary was instructed to obtain an estimate from Messrs Street & Co., 
London, for the insertion of a series of advertisements in the Milanese paper ‘II Soli’. 


[UBSC, DM 506/14, pp. 173, 175 (MS).] 


%© Jowett had died on | October. 

*63 Ebenezer Austin, editor and then proprietor of the Chronicle, had died in 1884; he wrote Anecdotage: 
Or Stray Leaves from the Notebook of a Provincial Reporter (1872). The business was carried on by his 
son Alfred. 
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[265] 13 January 1894, Edward Caird, Master of Balliol,“ to Lloyd Morgan 


Balliol College, Oxford. 
Jan. 13th 1894. 
Dear Sir, 

At a meeting of the College yesterday, I was appointed to represent the College on 
the Council of University College, Bristol. I shall have great pleasure in doing what 
I can to serve the College. 

Iam, yours sincerely, 

Edward Caird. 
I have sent a formal note to the Secretary. 


[UBSC, DM 128/45 (holograph).] 
[266] 9 March 1894. House Committee minutes 


[Among other business] Porter requested to seek another situation. A communication 
was received from Messrs Crispin & Sons reporting the careless manner in which the 
heating apparatuses were looked after. 

The Secretary stated that the Porter (Hallard) desired to apply for an increase in 
wages, and that in consequence of the many complaints brought against him he had 
advised him not to make the application. 

Resolved: That the Secretary be instructed to inform the Porter that the Committee 
would not be able to give him any increase of wages, and that he advise him to look 
out for another situation. 


[UBSC, DM 506/14, pp. 177-8 (MS).] 


A new Porter, George Rowling, was appointed on 9 July: UBSC, DM 506/14, 
p. 181. 


[267] 14 March 1894. Local Executive Committee minutes. 


[After other business] Scholarships. Use of funds. The Faculty of Arts and Science 
having learned that a certain student of the College after paying for a few classes 
out of his scholarship money had paid for education elsewhere with the residue, 
and being of opinion that the whole of the scholarship funds should be used for 
educational purposes at the College, they were requested to revise the regulations 
and bring the same forward for consideration at the next meeting of the Executive 
Committee. [> 269] 


[UBSC, DM 506/55, p. 171 (MS).] 


%64 Scots philosopher, elected Master in place of Jowett; friend of J.A. Symonds snr in his undergraduate 
days at Balliol: life by Sir Henry Jones and J.H. Muirhead (1921); ODNB. 
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[268] 19 March 1894. Marshall to Evelyn Abbott 


Balliol Croft, Madingley Road, Cambridge. 
19 111.94 
My dear Abbott, 

Iam very glad you have written to Percival. He knows all that I know and much 
that I don’t know about the Master’s work for Bristol. On the whole I think it will be 
best for me to wait till he has written his account, and then if I can think of anything 
that might be added to it, I [would deleted] will make a suggestion to you. 

I should say that his chief work was to prevent the College from having a very 
interesting history. If he had been on the Council of Bangor, that College would 
have had a much less interesting history; and if he had not been on the Council at 
Bristol, our College would — especially in its relation to the Medical School — have 
meant many an anxious moment to newspaper editors in want of material, and have 
probably have drawn from them a pathetic but piquant obituary notice in 1879 or 
1880, if not earlier. But it is always difficult to write a correct account of the things 
which a person has prevented from coming to pass. 

As to my personal debts to him, I could say a great deal if I were writing an 
autobiography; but that is just what is not appropriate and I think you know already 
pretty well the general character of <his> influence over my life, and of my regard 
for it and him, and probably it is best to wait till we meet, for further talk about it. 

Yours sincerely, 

Alfred Marshall. 
Mary joins me in kindest, and most affectionate regards. 


[BCA, Jowett Papers, II A21/74 (holograph).] 


No response from Percival survives among Abbott's papers at Balliol. 
[269] 9 May 1894. Local Executive Committee minutes. 


[After other business] Scholarships [<4 267]. No. of courses to be taken. On the 
recommendation of the Faculty of Arts and Science it was resolved: 

That the holder of the ‘Catherine Winkworth’ and ‘John Stewart’ scholarships be 
required to attend at least three courses of lectures during the session instead of two 
courses as heretofore, and that the value of the ‘Catherine Winkworth’ scholarship be 
held to cover the full cost of such courses.*° 


[UBSC, DM 506/55, p. 177 (MS).] 
[270] 8 June 1894. Educational Board minutes 
[Among other business] 3. It having been proposed by Dr Percival that Oxford Univ. 


Extension lectures should be introduced under the authority of the College — it was 
resolved: 


* John Stewart of Montpelier had given £1000, which supported two scholarships of £20 each; a public 
subscription in memory of Catherine Winkworth provided for two scholarships (for women only) of £15 
each. 
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(1) ‘That in the opinion of this Faculty, university extension lectures in association 
with the College tend in general to be detrimental to the work and interests of the 
College.’ 

(2) That the Principal be requested to communicate with Dr Percival on this 
subject. [> 271] 


[UBSC, DM 506/26 (MS).] 
[271] 13 June 1894. Local Executive Committee minutes 


[After other business] Extension lectures. Report of Faculty. In reply to the letter 
of the President suggesting that arrangements be made for a course of extension 
lectures on some literary subject at the College next session [270], it was reported 
that the Faculty of Arts and Science felt, in view of the request made by the students 
attending Professor Rowley’s evening class in English Literature for a repetition 
of a similar course, that the introduction of such lectures might possibly do the 
work of the College some injury, and they proposed the matter not to be pressed for 
the present. Their feeling was, however, that if a course should be given Political 
Economy would be the best subject to have. 

The Principal was requested to convey to Dr Percival the views of the Faculty and 
to enquire whether under the circumstances he would still press his suggestion, and 
in that event to summon a special meeting of the Executive Committee. [P 272] 

[Other business.] 

Use of grounds granted to British Medical Association. Resolved: 

That the use of the College grounds be granted to the British Medical Association 
on the occasion of their annual conference in August next, and that the sub committee 
for the Medical Department be requested to have the roadway, quadrangle &c. put 
into good order. 


[UBSC, DM 506/55, pp. 179-80 (MS).] 
[272] 26 September 1894. Local Executive Committee minutes 


[Minutes] 

Evening lectures. Special. The Principal reported that the opinion of the Faculty of 
Arts and Science regarding the introduction of a special course of evening lectures on 
some literary subject had been conveyed to the President of the College, and that not 
having received a reply he presumed the decision of the Faculty had been accepted. 
[> 273] 

Government grant. Vote for 5 years. The Secretary reported that he had received a 
communication from the Treasury Office intimating that the Parliamentary grant of 
£1200 per annum had been voted to the College for a further period of five years. 


[UBSC, DM 506/55, p. 186 (MS).] 
[273] 10 October 1894. Local Executive Committee minutes 
[After other business] Extension Lectures. The Principal reported that since the 


Committee last met [272] he had received <a letter> from Dr Percival saying that he 
thought there ought to be some facilities in Bristol and Clifton for extension work; 
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and the Principal mentioned that lectures on Browning and Tennyson were now 
being delivered in Clifton under a committee on which there were several ladies 
more or less connected with the College. 


[UBSC, DM 506/55, p. 194 (MS).] 
[274] 11 January 1895. Marshall to Evelyn Abbott 


11 Jan 95. 
My dear Abbott, 

[After other matter relating to Jowett] As to the facts of Jowett’s work for Bristol 
— it is very unlikely that I can add anything to what Percival and you know. But if 
you like to send me a draft of what you are going to say about it, either in MSS or in 
proof, I will gladly supplement if I can. 

The only occasion on which Jowett thanked me for doing anything was when I had 
given an opening of the session address at Bristol about the name University College. 
I tried to say what he wished the students to think about it, and I sent him a short 
newspaper report of what I had said. Unfortunately I can’t find a copy of it.* 

Yours very sincerely, 

Alfred Marshall. 


[BCA, Jowett Papers, I G16/4/28 (holograph).] 


[275] 4 February 1895. Biological, Geological and Botanical Subcommittee 
minutes 


Meeting held Feb. 4th. 1895 at 3.30 p.m. 

Present Mr Harry E. Thomas (in the chair) 

Mr Forster M. Alleyne*”’ 

Mr S.H. Reynolds** The Principal. 
1. The Principal reported that the supply of College microscopes ([for deleted <in 
respect of> which a fee of 10/- a session is charged to each student who makes use 
of one: see Calendar p. 85) was now insufficient. Both Mr Reynolds and he had 
been obliged to lend their own instruments. The requirements would be met by the 
purchase of: 


A ‘Swift’ petrological microscope*” £10. 10. 0 
A ‘Baker’ histological microscope*”” £3. 10. 0 
A ‘Zeiss’ DD objective £2. 14. 0 
Five nose pieces £2. 10. 0 

£19. 4. 0 


*66 The relationship was warmer than this suggests. In an obituary tribute, Marshall recalled in particular 
the ‘secret channels’ through which Jowett spent much of his private income in support of UCB: Economic 
Journal, 3/12 (Dec. 1893), pp. 745-6, reprinted in Pigou, Marshall, pp. 292-4. 

°°” Long-serving churchwarden of All Saints, Clifton, and author of its history (1892); given a handsomely 
illuminated address from the church 1896: BRO, P/ASC/ChW/3(a-b). 

*68 Appointed Lecturer in Zoology, Geology and Botany 1894; promoted Assistant Professor 1899 and 
Professor 1902; Professor of Geology at the University until retirement in 1933; memoir on CD. 

3® Patented by Allan Burgh Dick, a metallurgical chemist, in 1889 and made by J. Swift & Son. 

* From Charles Baker of Holborn was a leading manufacturer. 
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With regard to the nose pieces the price quoted by Zeiss was 20/-, that by Baker 
10/-. It was suggested that one of Baker’s nose pieces should be sent for on approval; 
but that if this proved unsuitable the more expensive Zeiss nose pieces should be 
purchased. 

The <sub>committee being of opinion that such additional apparatus was 
necessary for the Department, the Principal was authorized to purchase the same. 

2. The Principal drew attention to the advisability of providing the Department 
with a lantern. He proposed to give during next session a course of lectures on 
popular Natural History. For that course the lantern would be essential. It would also 
be of great advantage for the ordinary day and evening courses. 

The subcommittee recommended that such a lantern at a cost not exceeding £10. 
10. should be provided before the opening of the session for 1895-6. 


[UBSC, DM 506/31 (MS).] 


The microscopes were duly acquired by October, but purchase of the lantern had 
been postponed ‘on financial grounds’; meanwhile one had been borrowed from the 
Physics Department. More petrological microscopes were bought later, when nine 
students were said to need them: UBSC, DM 506/31(30 Oct. 1895, 24 Nov. 1908). 


[276] 20 February 1895. Local Executive Committee minutes 


[After other business] Finance. Report of sub-com. The Chairman reported that 
the Finance sub committee, appointed to consider and report upon the financial 
position of the College, had met and had gone carefully into the items of current 
expenditure to see where any saving might be effected. They now have in view one 
or two matters that will result in saving, and they hope also that the Day Training 
College will, ere long, receive an additional grant from Government, in which 
case a claim would be made for an increase in the fees handed over to University 
College. The sub committee are watching every expenditure, and they suggest that 
for the present the matter be left in their hands with instructions to report again at 
the May meeting. 

[Other business.] 

Lectures. Mr Henry Irving. Mr Arrowsmith reported that from a talk he had had 
with Mr Henry Irving he gathered he would not be averse to give a lecture in Bristol 
for the benefit of the funds of the College.” 

The idea met with the approval of the Committee and it was left to Mr Arrowsmith 
to forward to Mr Irving a formal invitation from the Council to deliver a lecture. 

Emeritus professorships. Suggestion by Senate. The following suggestions of the 
Senate, on accordance with bye-law 20, were considered. 

(a) The Council may, on the recommendation of the Senate, confer the title of 
Emeritus Professor on any professor of the College at, or after, his retirement in 
recognition of conspicuous services to the College. Such title shall only be conferred 
when the retiring professor ceases to carry on regular educational work. The name of 
the Emeritus Professor shall be inserted in the College Calendar, but he shall not be 
a member of the Senate. 


*” Trying was knighted in the following July, the first actor so honoured: biographies by grandson 
Lawrence (1951) and J. Richards (2005); ODNB. 
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(b) That the title of Emeritus Professor of Midwifery be conferred on Dr Joseph G. 
Swayne, and the title of Emeritus Professor of Surgery be conferred on Mr Nelson C. 
Dobson. 

Resolved: That the Council be recommended to adopt the first suggestion (a) as a 
bye law, and to confer the title of Emeritus Professor on the gentlemen named in the 
second suggestion (b). 

The Chairman read a letter from the President of the College suggesting that 
the title of Emeritus Professor be conferred on certain professors who had left the 
College, instancing Professors Marshall, Thompson, and Ramsay. 

The Principal in reply stated that the Senate had mostly followed the plan adopted 
at other university colleges, and it was not the custom to bestow the title on professors 
who left the College to take up educational work elsewhere.’” 


[UBSC, DM 506/55, pp. 208, 211-12 (MS).] 


[277] 25 February 1895. The Secretary of the Gilchrist Educational Trust to 
Arrowsmith 


Gilchrist Educational Trust, 
17 Victoria Street, S.W. 
25th Feb. 1895. 
Dear Mr Arrowsmith, 

Your letter has been a little delayed by being sent after me to the country. With 
regard to the Bristol scholarship, the Trustees have decided to turn several of the 
ordinary scholarships into travelling studentships for teachers. The University 
College of Wales scholarship, one of the Victoria University scholarships, and the 
Bristol scholarship are being treated in this way. It was understood that the Trustees 
would give very favourable consideration to any application from Bristol, if one is 
sent in, for one of the travelling studentships. The award for this year will of course 
be made by the College on the old conditions. The Trustees believe that travelling 
studentships for teachers will serve a more useful purpose just now than the existing 
scholarships in question. I need not say that the Trustees will consider very carefully 
any representation made to them by the College Council. 

I remain, my dear Mr Arrowsmith, yours very truly, 

(signed) R.D. Roberts?” 


[UBSC, DM 506/55, pp. 213-14 (MS copy in Local Executive Committee minutes 
of 13 March, when it was resolved that formal application be made for a travelling 
studentship).] 


[278] 13 March 1895. Local Executive Committee minutes 
[After other business] Pupil teachers. Lectures &c. Special course by Camb. lecturer. 


The Principal reported that he had received a communication from the Secretary 
to the Local Lectures Syndicate of the University of Cambridge intimating that in 


*? On 13 March the Principal reported that Percival had accepted the Senate’s view: UBSC, DM 506/55, 
p. 214. 

° Robert Davies Roberts, Secretary from 1889 to his death in 1911, and a leading figure in the University 
Extension movement: ODNB. 
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response to an application from Bristol for a sessional course of lectures and classes 
for pupil teachers to enable them to present the certificates at the Queen’s scholarship 
examination the name of (Mr G.H. Leonard, M.A.) <the> Warden of the Broad Plain 
House, Bristol, had been suggested as lecturer.” 

As the College had no similar course of lectures, that the Education Department 
would recognise, the Committee felt that no action could be taken in the matter. 

Law lectures. Course offered. The Principal also reported that Sir W.H. Wills*” had 
forwarded a communication from [Mr Malcolm deleted] <Sir Charles> Kennedy late 
of the Foreign Office, offering his services to the College as Lecturer in International 
Law, on the understanding that all his expenses were paid. 

The Principal was requested to lay the matter before Mr Lewis Fry and to obtain 
his opinion as to the chances of securing a class.°” 

[Other business.] 

Smoking room. Application from students. The Principal brought forward an 
application from a few of the men students for permission to use the old Committee 
Room as a reading and smoking room. The Principal suggested, however that a 
portion of the men’s cloak room on the ground floor be partitioned off for smoking, 
access to it being obtainable only from the outside of the buildings, and that the old 
Committee Room be reserved for reading purposes alone. Resolved: 

That the matter be referred to the House Committee with instructions to report 
thereon at the next meeting; that the Secretary be requested to ascertain what 
accommodation was made for smoking at other university colleges; and that in the 
meantime the old Committee Room be coloured down and otherwise put into order. 
[> 280] 


[UBSC, DM 506/55, pp. 214-16 (MS).] 
[279] 30 March 1895. Lewis Fry to Evelyn Abbott 


Goldney House, Clifton Hill, Bristol. 
30 March 1895. 
Dear Mr Abbott, 

I thank you for sending me back the papers relating to our Univ. Coll. and for your 
kind note. Mr Jowett’s help to us was invaluable and his counsels were always wise 
and encouraging. The pecuniary assistance he was the principal means of sending 
us from Oxford was most important to us, especially in the early stages of the 
undertaking, and the presence on the Council of such men as the Master and the late 
Henry Smith and others connected with the universities had I think very great effect 


*4 Born at Clifton; Cambridge Extension Lecturer from 1884 until 1891, when he became Warden of 
the Broad Plain settlement, which he saw as a ‘university college’ for St Philip’s; UCB Lecturer 1901; 
Professor of Modern History 1905, continuing at the University until retirement in 1928: Venn, Alumni 
Cantab., iv, p. 152; Research Survey, p. 25; Meller, Leisure, pp. 199-200. 

5 William Henry Wills, business partner with his cousins W.D. and H.O.,; first Chairman of Imperial 
Tobacco; Liberal MP between 1880 and 1900; created Baronet 1893 and Baron Winterstoke 1906; 
principal donor of the City Art Gallery of 1905. 

76 Kennedy had retired from the Foreign Office, having been Head of the Commercial Department: Venn, 
Alumni Cantab., iv, p. 20. His offer was accepted by the LEC on 8 May, contingent upon sufficient entries 
for the course to defray all expenses: UBSC, DM 506/55, p. 220. He retained the appointment until 1902, 
and several of his lectures were published 
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in getting men of high qualifications on our staff, which has always been a strong 
point with the College. 
Ihave a very pleasant recollection of the (?) little visit you refer to and hope when 
you come to Clifton again you will not overlook us. 
Believe me, yours very truly, 
Lewis Fry. 


[Balliol Archives, Jowett Papers, II K4/25 (holograph).] 
[280] 30 April 1895. House Committee minutes 


[Among other business] Smoking room [<4 278]. Recommendation. The question of 
providing a smoking room for the students was considered together with alternative 
estimates for partitioning off a portion of the men’s cloak room and the Porter’s 
Lodge and it was resolved: 

That the Local Executive Committee be recommended to set aside a portion of the 
Porter’s Lodge as a smoking room, and that the place be otherwise set in order. 


[UBSC, DM 506/14, pp. 192—3 (MS).] 


On & May the LEC postponed consideration of this matter ‘in view of the present 
financial position of the College, and also of the want of room’: UBSC, DM 506/55. 
pp. 220-1. 


[281] 8 May 1895. Local Executive Committee minutes 


[After discussion of smoking room] Evening free studentships. Established in lieu of 
evening scholarships. The Principal reported that the evening class scholarships of 
the value of £2 10. annually offered by the College attracted but very few candidates. 
In lieu thereof the Faculty of Arts and Science recommended the adoption of the 
following scheme. 

Evening free studentships. 

The Council offer five evening free studentships open to deserving persons of 
either sex who are engaged during the day either (1) as apprentices, or (2) in shops or 
mercantile houses, or (3) as teachers. 

The evening free students will be appointed by the Executive Committee in 
October on the recommendation of the Principal, to whom application should be 
made not later than September 21st. 

Each free student will be required to sign a form, promising to attend with 
regularity and to sit for the final examination or examinations in the subject he or she 
takes. 

The Council reserve the right of withdrawing in any particular case the studentship 
if the Principal reports unfavourably of the student’s conduct or attendance. 

Resolved: That the Council be recommended to adopt the above scheme in lieu of 
offering evening class studentships. 


[UBSC, DM 506/55, pp. 223-4 (MS).] 


192 Bristol University: Conception to Foundation 


[282] 9 October 1895. Local Executive Committee minutes 


[After other business] Government grant. Extra share withdrawn. With reference 
to the portion of the Government grant ‘see’ [recte set] free by the refusal of the 
authorities of King’s College to abolish the religious test, and in the <re>distribution 
of which Bristol University College participated, a communication was received 
from the Treasury announcing that the grant to this College will revert during the 
remainder of the quinquennial period to the amount which was assigned to it by the 
Treasury minute of the 4th July 1894 viz. £1200.°” 

[Other business.] 

Finance. Proposed appeal. The Chairman then drew attention to the serious financial 
position of the College and stated that the time had now arrived to consider what steps 
should be taken to wipe off the heavy deficiency besides getting something to the good. 
He suggested, therefore, that a [large deleted] meeting be held early next year to which 
someone prominently before the public might be invited and the matter so brought to 
the notice of the citizens. The Committee agreed with this proposal, it being understood 
that the subject would be introduced at the meeting of the Council in November. 


[UBSC, DM 506/55, pp. 232-3, 235 (MS).] 


[283] 23 December 1895. The Secretary of the Education Department to 
Albert Fry 


Privy Council Office. 
23rd Dec 1895. 
Sir, 

The Duke of Devonshire directs me to acknowledge the receipt of your letter and 
the influentially signed memorial enclosed therewith in support of your request on 
behalf of the Council of University College, Bristol. 

His Grace is glad to know that a determined effort is to be made to improve the local 
resources of the College as it is clear from the Chancellor of the Exchequer’s recent 
speech that it is the surest way of enforcing the claims of the colleges generally on 
public assistance, but he regrets that his engagements up to the meeting of Parliament 
are of such a character as will prevent his showing sympathy with the movement by 
visiting Bristol in person.’ 

It appears from the latest returns presented to Parliament that none of the councils 
of the counties which have representatives on the governing body of the College 
make any grant to its support from the funds at their disposal under the Local Taxation 
(Customs and Excise) Act 1890, and I am to suggest that an appeal for permanent aid 
might very properly be addressed to them. 

Iam, Sir, your obedient servant, 

(signed) Almeric FitzRoy.*” 


°” State aid had been withheld from King’s on recommendation from the Treasury in 1894, but was 
reinstated by the Unionist Government elected in June 1895: Willson, Univ. of London, pp. 367-8, 396-7. 
38 Hicks Beach was back at the Treasury. 

*® Balliol graduate and former Schools Inspector, appointed by Devonshire (Lord President) as his 
private Secretary for the Education Department 1895; made Clerk of the Privy Council on Devonshire’s 
recommendation 1898, and in that capacity much involved in drafting university charters, including that 
of Bristol; knighted 1909, and served till 1923; published two hefty volumes of Memoirs (1925). 
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[UBSC, DM 506/55, pp. 252-3 (MS copy); in minutes of Local Executive Committee 
22 Jan. 1896.] 


[284] 12 January 1896. Mary Marshall to Abbott 


[Among other matter] Alfred says he thinks there was a crisis in the affairs of Bristol 
College in 1887, but he cannot recollect any details. Was not Prof. Ramsay still 
Principal then? Anyhow it would be near enough his time for him to know all about 
it. Of course you know him, but if I could help in any way I should be most glad to 
write to Mrs Ramsay and get any particulars. Still I expect you will think it best to 
write to him direct. We see them from time to time as he comes over [to Cambridge] 
to examine for the Natural Sciences and they both seem very flourishing. 


[Balliol Archives, Jowett Papers, I G16/15/8 (holograph).] 
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[285] 26 February 1896. Council minutes 


[After other business] The Chairman reported that he had had a conversation with 
certain members of the Merchant Venturers’ Society with regard to the work carried 
on at their Technical College, the result of which he thought would lead to an 
interview between the authorities of the two institutions to decide on some plan by 
which they might work in harmony and not in competition. 


[UBSC, DM 506/58, p. 206 (MS).] 


[286] 28 February 1896. Society of Merchant Venturers, Standing Committee 
minutes (extracts) 


Bristol University College. The Master*° reported that he had received an appeal 
for funds from the Bristol University College. It was resolved that the application be 
declined. 

al 

Bristol Lost Dogs Home. On the application of Mr Spafford**' it was resolved that 
a donation of 10 guineas be given towards the debt on the Bristol Lost Dogs Home.*” 


[BRO, SMV/2/1/1/28, pp. 152-3 (MS).] 


[287] 29 April 1896. The Chairman of the Technical Instruction Committee 
of the City Council to Albert Fry 


3 Queen Square, Bristol. 
29th April 1896. 
Dear Mr Fry, 

Our Technical Instruction Committee at their meeting this afternoon agreed, in 
reporting to the Town Council their recommendation to vote your Council a capital 
sum of £2000, to omit the condition that the whole of the other £8000 must be raised. 
Of course we rely on your using effort to that end,**’ but we shall not now have our 
hands absolutely tied by a vote of the Council. I am to thank you and your colleagues 
for so readily consenting to the condition that the Council shall elect two or three 


*8° Edward Burnet James: Latimer, SMV, p. 334; Neale, Port, ii, pp. 251-3. 

8! George Oswald Spafford, cotton magnate; Master 1900-1: McGrath, MVB, pp. 557, 568. 
*® Established in 1887: Arrowsmith’s Dictionary, p. 148. 

*83 Sic, perhaps losing ‘every’ in transcription. 
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representatives to sit on the governing body of Bristol University College. I suppose 
we shall have in due time a formal resolution from your Council giving that consent. 
Believe me, yours truly, 
(signed) W.W. Jose. *** 


[UBSC, DM 506/55, pp. 265-6 (MS copy in Local Executive Committee minutes of 
13 May, when (p. 266) it was resolved to accept on receiving confirmation from the 
City Council.] 


[288] 20 May 1896. Council minutes. 


[After other business| The Chairman of the Technical Instruction Committee of the 
Bristol Town Council having informed the Chairman of the Council of the College 
that they have agreed to recommend a grant of £2000 to the College on condition that 
the Town Council may nominate two or three members on the Council of the College 
[287], it was resolved: 

That the Council of the College gratefully accept the grant on the condition named, 
and will on hearing that the grant is made at once make the needful arrangements for 
receiving the nominees of the Town Council on the Council of the College. 


[UBSC, DM 506/58, pp. 214-15 (MS).] 
[289] 17 June 1896. Report of the TIC to the City Council 


To the Council of the City and County of Bristol. 

The Report of the Technical Instruction Committee. 

[After other business| Your Committee have received an urgent application from 
the Council of the Bristol University College for a grant towards the capital sum of 
£10,000 which they are seeking to raise in order to free the College from debt and 
place it on a sounder financial basis. They also ask for an annual grant towards the 
additional £700 a year by which they are endeavouring to increase their Sustentation 
Fund. They call attention to the very large and liberal scale on which the Victoria 
University of Manchester, University College, Liverpool, and Mason’s College, 
Birmingham, have been endowed; and to the fact that the amount of Government aid 
is contingent upon the amount of local support. 

Your Committee feel that as their annual income is fully pledged already, they 
cannot recommend any further grant towards the annual Sustentation Fund, but 
they recommend the Council to sanction the sum of £2000 towards the capital fund 
being paid from the accumulated balance, upon condition that they shall be allowed 
to nominate three members to serve on the governing body of Bristol University 
College. Your Committee have received an assurance that this condition will be 
gladly acceded to [288], and they would suggest the names of Messrs Barker, Elkins 
and Jose to be elected for three years on the said governing body. 

[Other business.| 

W.W. Jose, Chairman. 


4 ‘William Wilberforce Jose, Evangelical tobacco broker, a former Councillor for Clifton and now 
Alderman; long-serving member of the SMV though holding no high office: Worthies, ii, p. 187; Neale, 
Port,i, pp. 112-13; Large, MGB, pp. 13-14; McGrath, MVB, p. 553. 
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The Council House Bristol. 
17th June, 1896. 


[BRO, M/BCC/BC/1/16, pp. 53-4 (printed).] 
[290] 17 July 1896. City Council minutes 


[After other business] Read a report from the Technical Instruction Committee [289]. 

On the motion of Alderman Jose it was resolved that the Report be approved and 
the recommendations of the Committee adopted subject as to the grant of £2000 
to the University College to three members of the Council to be nominated by the 
Council being elected members of the governing body of the College for three years 
of the date of such election. Messrs Barker, Elkins and Jose being hereby nominated 
as the first members of the Council to be so elected. 


[BRO, M/BCC/BC/1/16, p. 45 (MS).] 
[291] 22 July 1896. Town Clerk to Rafter 


The Council House, Bristol. 
22nd July 1896. 
Dear Sir, 

The Council of the City and County of Bristol at their meeting on 17th inst. [290] 
adopted the recommendation of the Technical Instruction Committee [289] that they 
should be authorised to pay the sum of £2000 towards the capital fund of £10,000 
which the Council of the Bristol University College are seeking to raise in order to 
free the College from debt and place it on a sounder financial basis — subject to three 
members of the City Council, to be nominated by them, being elected members of 
the governing body of the College during the three years commencing with the date 
of the first election — and they nominated Messrs William Wilberforce Jose, William 
Robert Barker, and William Harry Elkins as the first members to be so elected.** 

I shall be glad to hear from you before the meeting of the Committee on 19th prox. 
whether this condition is acceptable, and if so how and when it will be carried out. 

Iam, dear Sir, yours faithfully, 

(signed) D. Travers Burges, Town Clerk. **° 


[UBSC, DM 506/55, pp. 281—2 (MS copy in Local Executive Committee minutes of 
14 October).] 


[292] 28 August 1896. Town Clerk to Rafter 


The Council House, Bristol. 
28th August 1896. 
Dear Sir, 
The following have been elected to free studentships at University College: 


85 Barker had been Mayor 1892-3; Elkins was a carpenter: Large, MGB, pp. 12, 18. 
*86 Serving from 1880 until his death in 1900; his father and grandfather had held this office: Large, MGB, 
pp. 57-8. 
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E.H. Dixon 30 City Road 

G.J. Allen 125 Hampton Road 

EJ.G. Hawkins 167 Coronation Road 

Mary R. Sutton 44 Seymour Road 
Yours faithfully, 


(signed) D. Travers Burges, Town Clerk. 


[UBSC, DM 506/55, p. 282 (MS copy in Local Executive Committee minutes of 14 
October).] 


[293] 10 February 1897. Local Executive Committee minutes 


[After other business] With view to co-ordinating and bringing into harmony 
the work carried out in the College and the Merchant Venturers Training College 
it was suggested that a conference of representatives of the governing bodies 
of both institutions should meet to consider the relations of the colleges to each 
other, and to formulate a scheme for the delimitation of their respective spheres of 
influence. 

This suggestion was approved and a draft letter to the Master of the Society of 
Merchant Venturers, to bear the signature of the Chairman [296], was read and 
discussed and finally referred to the Council for approval. 

[Other business.] 

The Principal reported that he had received an application signed by some of the 
students for a room in which they might be allowed to smoke. Following the custom 
at other colleges it was resolved: 

That the request be acceded to; that the men’s cloak room be set apart for the 
purpose, and that the sum of £5 be granted to make the room comfortable. 


[UBSC, DM 506/55, pp. 302-3 (MS).] 
[294] 17 February 1897. Council minutes 


[After other business] With regard to the scheme of Divinity lectures proposed by 
the President, the Principal reported that he had seen Canon Wallace**’ as suggested 
but found that he was quite unable to undertake the duties of Hon. Secretary or to 
serve upon the committee. An opinion was expressed that to arrange a satisfactory 
course of lectures would be a matter of some difficulty in view of the many varied 
denominations represented by the members of the committee of management of the 
Day Training College, and by the students of that College for whom the lectures are 
primarily intended. 

After some discussion it was resolved: 

That this Council are willing to entertain some arrangement for giving religious 
instruction to the students of the Day Training College, and to such students of 
University College as may wish to attend, provided this College is not held responsible 
for any theological views expressed; that the matter be now referred to the local 
committee of the Day Training College; and that the Executive Committee of this 


387 Charles Hill Wallace, Vicar of Holy Trinity, Clifton and Canon of Bristol: Foster, Alumni Oxon., iv, 
p. 1489. 
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Council be authorised to deal with the subject in consultation with the President at 
their meeting in March. 

[Other business.] 

The subjoined letter respecting the suggested conference of representatives of 
the College and the Merchant Venturers’ Technical College [296] was read and 
approved. Mr Arrowsmith and the Principal were authorised to exercise their 
discretion in forwarding copies of the letter to other members of the Merchant 
Venturers’ Society. 


[UBSC, DM 506/58, pp. 241, 242 (MS).] 
[295] February 1897. Draft agreement offered by UCB 


The provisional basis of agreement we would suggest is: 

(1) That all preparation for the examinations of the Science and Art Department 
should be regarded as falling within the sphere of the M.V.T.C. 

(2) That all technological subjects (such as plumbing, carpentry, dyeing, bleaching, 
dress making &c.) should also be so regarded. 

And that U.C.B. should discontinue all classes which deal with any of these 
matters and should refrain from placing any such classes on their curriculum. 

(3) That the preparation for the preliminary and intermediate examinations in Arts 
and Science for London Univ. or elsewhere and for the degrees should be regarded 
as falling within the sphere of U.C.B. and that the M.V.T.C. should discontinue all 
classes which are in preparation for these examinations and refrain from placing any 
such classes in their curriculum. 

(4) That the day classes in Engineering at the M.V.T.C. should be restricted to those 
students who have already passed two years in the day school which is conducted 
at that institution and should be regarded as continuation courses in connection 
therewith. 

(5) That the officers in charge of the work of the two colleges should be directed 
to render mutual assistance, technological and ‘Science and Arts’ students being 
[directed corrected to] advised to proceed to the M.V.T.C. and degree students being 
advised to proceed to U.C.B. 


[UBSC, DM 506/32 (duplicated MS, loose in volume together with draft of the 
letter following; at minutes of 5 February, where approval was given for sending an 
extended version of the letter; the terms above were to be brought before the Council 
only).] 


[296] February 1897. Albert Fry to the Master of the SMV 


University College, Bristol. 
February, 1897. 
To the Master of the Society of Merchant Venturers, Bristol. 
Sir, 
In the Report of the Royal Commission on Secondary Education, dated August 
13th, 1895, the Commissioners said — 
“We conceive that some central authority is required ... to endeavour to bring 
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about among the various agencies which provide that education a harmony and co- 
operation which are now wanting.’*** 

It appears to the Council of this College that, quite irrespective of any such central 
authority, the governing bodies of local institutions should, of their own initiative, 
endeavour to co-ordinate their work with a view to preventing overlap and the 
duplication of similar classes, and should thus aim at the saving of energy and outlay. 

In Manchester and Birmingham a friendly concordat has recently been entered 
into by the authorities of Owens’ College and the Mason College with those of the 
technical schools in these cities, and it is believed by these authorities that the results 
will be mutually beneficial. 

For twenty-one years University College, Bristol, has conducted classes for the 
preliminary and intermediate examinations of the London University, for the degrees 
in that University, and for other examinations of university grade. On the other hand, 
the evening classes at the Merchant Venturers’ Technical College have been conducted 
with special reference to the examinations of the Science and Art Department and 
to the technological subjects of the City and Guilds of London Institute. It seems 
unfortunate that any of these classes should be unnecessarily duplicated in two great 
Bristol institutions where the education is given under cost price. And it appears to 
the Council of this College that by mutual concessions such duplication may in large 
degree be avoided, as is done at Manchester and Birmingham. 

With a view to thus co-ordinating and bringing into harmony the important work 
carried out by the Merchant Venturers’ Technical College and University College, 
Bristol, the Council of this College suggests that a conference of representatives of 
the Society of Merchant Venturers on the one hand, and the Council of University 
College on the other hand, should meet to consider in a friendly spirit the relations of 
these Colleges to each other, and to formulate a scheme for the delimitation of their 
respective spheres of work. 

The Council of University College are convinced that there is abundant scope for 
both these institutions in Bristol and that by common agreement and co-operation the 
efficiency of both Colleges may be increased. 

Yours faithfully, 

(signed) Albert Fry, Chairman of Council. 


[BRO, SMV/5/5/3/13, f. 4 (printed); also in UBSC, DM 506/58, p. 245; see McGrath, 
MVB, p. 383] 


[297] 2 April 1897. The Master of the SMV to Albert Fry 


Bristol, 
2nd April, 1897. 
Sir, 

Your letter of February last [296] containing a proposal that there should be a 
conference between representatives of the Society of Merchant Venturers and of 
the Council of University College Bristol with the object of formulating a scheme 
for the delimitation of the respective spheres of work of the Society’s Technical 


88 Royal Commission on Secondary Education, i, Report of the Commissioners (C. 7862: HMSO, 1895), 
p. 257 (dots of abbreviation from Fry’s text). The Commission was chaired by James Bryce, and John 
Percival was a prominent witness. Some consideration was given to technical education in the university 
colleges (pp. 234-8). 
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College and of the University College, Bristol, has now been considered by the 
Society’s College. 

Having regard to the origin of the Society’s College and the obligations which 
it has inherited from the past, the Governors feel that no useful purpose would be 
served by a conference unless its scope were previously defined, and with the view 
of pointing out the history of the Society’s College and of suggesting lines upon 
which a conference might be conducted with advantage, the Treasurer of the Society 
has prepared a memorandum [printed, dated 5 March 1897 bound before the letter] 
which was primarily intended for the information of the Governors of the Society’s 
College. The memorandum however appears to the Governors to explain the history 
and position of the Society’s College and to define the limits of useful discussion 
with so great clearness and precision, that I have been requested to forward a copy 
for the perusal of the Council of University College. 

It would, I venture to think, facilitate matters if the Governors of the Society’s 
College were supplied with a statement [so corrected in MS] embodying the views of 
the Council of University College in relation to the views expressed in the enclosed 
memorandum, and I need hardly add that the Governors would give such a statement 
their most careful consideration, and will gladly co-operate with your Council in 
concerting any measures that may tend in their opinion to the increased efficiency of 
both colleges. 

I am, dear Sir, yours faithfully, 

(sgd) W.W. Ward, Master of the Society of Merchant Venturers.**” 


[BRO, SMV/5/5/3/10, p. 12 (typescript copy; as corrected agrees with MS copy in 
SMV/5/5/4/32).] [> 309] 


[298] 3 April 1897. Faculty of Arts and Science minutes. Disciplinary matters 


3 April 1897. 

Extraordinary meeting. Present: Professor Fanshawe (in the chair), Prof. Young, 
Prof. Barrile [sic for Barrell], Prof. Ryan, Prof. Chattock,*” Prof. Rowley. 

The conduct of certain students, charged with making a disturbance, and 
misbehaving themselves generally on the occasion of the Conversazione last 
Thursday [/st] was inquired into: the students charged were [blank] Medlicott; 
[blank] Baker; [blank] Cunningham; [blank] Roper.*”' 

[Signed] C. Lloyd Morgan. 


[UBSC, DM 506/32 (MS).] [ > 300] 


*® “William Welsford Ward (‘Bouncer’); a friend of Wilde at Magdalen, where he might have stayed to 
teach Classics; instead he joined his father’s firm of solicitors, Osborne, Ward, Vassall & Co., and took 
a major part in the Society’s successive negotiations with UCB; Treasurer 1918-32: McGrath, MVB, pp. 
451 and passim. 

°° Arthur Prince Chattock; Demonstrator in Physics 1885-7, Professor of Experimental Physics 1893; 
retired 1909 but recalled to the University a decade later; FRS 1920. 

*! Frank Roper, Dudley Baker and Glendower Cunningham: Calendar 1896-7, pp. 268-9. 
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[299] [Before 12 April] 1897. Memorandum from the Principal and Professors 


To the Executive Committee: 
Gentlemen, 

We, the undersigned, beg to submit to you the rough outline of a scheme which, if 
put into execution, will in our opinion bring this College into closer touch with the 
people of Clifton, Bristol, and the surrounding counties. 

That a considerable change in this direction is necessary seems now to be generally 
admitted. It cannot fail to react favourably on the position of the College, whether by 
widening the spread of its influence or by increasing the number of its students. 

To justify its existence a university college must endeavour to keep pace with 
the development of kindred institutions. Finality in the form and work of provincial 
colleges is far from having been reached at the present time. 

There are two important respects in which we are strikingly behind almost all the 
other colleges — there is practically no corporate social existence among our students; 
and we have no means of receiving large gatherings in the College buildings. 

The excellent results of social organisation have been amply demonstrated in 
most other colleges. That our own students have realised the want of it is shown by 
the number of more or less successful efforts they have made to obtain it. But most 
significant of all is the fact which careful enquiry outside the College has elicited, 
that one of the main reasons for the marked scarcity of our women students is 
the absence of social advantages among them. So much is this recognised now 
by the leaders of women’s education in Bristol, that many Bristol students enter 
themselves at Cardiff where Aberdare Hall amply provides for their wants in this 
respect.” 

We believe that the only satisfactory way of meeting these wants is by starting 
residential halls for both men and women students. In this connection the advantage 
of a large lecture hall as part of the College buildings is obvious, apart from its great 
academic importance. The uses to which such a hall could be put are manifold; and 
the lectures, social gatherings, public meetings, and examinations held in it would 
do more than anything else to familiarise the people of Bristol with the idea that the 
College possesses life, and is able to become the centre of intellectual activity in a 
greater degree than it can at present claim to be. 

Briefly stated the present scheme is to add to the College buildings a wing 
containing a large lecture hall capable of seating say 1000 persons, with suitable 
accommodation for about 12 men and 12 women students, some members of the 
staff, and the necessary complement of servants. The building is to be erected with 
borrowed money, interest on which is provided by rents from the hall, and the money 
which at present passes to the pockets of private landladies. This interest is likely 
soon to exceed 4% and may easily reach 5% or even 6% in time, a profit which is of 
course independent of that accruing to the College from the increase in the number 
of students. 

The two halls, residential and lecture, should thus be together self-supporting, and 
the necessary money might therefore possibly be raised upon business principles 
instead of on charity. 

We append a detailed account of the scheme from the financial point of view. 


°° Opened in 1885, prompted by concern that women students in lodgings were subsisting on tea and 
macaroons: Williams, Univ. Movement in Wales, p. 107. 
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If our proposals are entertained it is most important that they should be considered 
at once, so that the building may be ready in time for the meeting of the British 
Association at Bristol in the summer of next year. 

We are, Gentlemen, your obedient servants, 

[signed] C. Lloyd Morgan. 
James Rowley. 
Sydney Young. 
Frank R. Barrell. 
John Ryan. 
A.P. Chattock. 


Data used in calculating percentage return on capital. 
Cost of whole building £7000 
furnishing. 1000 <Bath rooms. W.C.s. Common room. 
Men’s smoking room. Women’s room. 
Lady head bed/sitting room.> 


4 men’s rooms @ 35/- per week including board. 
” 30/- ” ” 
” 25/- 39. ” 

6 women’s ” 30/- » » 
” 25/- ” ” 


5 resident members of staff £200 per annum exclusive of board. 

Rent from lecture hall £150 per annum (probably too low). 

Salary and board of lady head of women’s hall £100. 

Cost of laundress per head per session (exluding private washing) £1. 
» food = per week 12/-. 
» fire & light - per session £3. 

Rates, taxes, insurance, wear and tear £100. 

Minimum current expenses if no students enter: 


Kitchen fire £18 
Common Room fires 14 
Cook: board & wages 45 
Kitchen maid % 30 
Housemaid - 35 

Boy ‘“ 28 
Light and warm passages 15 

” rooms of staff 15 
200 


A second housemaid allowed for the first 5 students, men or women, and a third for 
the remainder of either. 
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Receipts Expenses Profit per annum 
Lecture hall £150 - 150 
Resident staff 200 200 0 
5 men 150 55 95 
12 men 356 118 238 
5 women 140 155 -15 
12 women 330 218 112 


The extra cost of women is due to the allowance for a resident head, and lower 
rents. 


The last column <(B)> gives the percentage return on £8000 outlay after deducting 
£100 for taxes &c. from column A. 


(A) Gain (B) % Return 
Resident staff and no students £150 per ann. 0.6 
» 3 men 0 women 245 1.8 
» 12.5 = 373 34 
» 12°12 500 5.0 


If such rooms should be eagerly sought after as is often the case, the rents may be 
raised and a higher percentage obtained. 

There are at the present time 10 or 11 men students in lodgings, not counting 
Medical students or those who are staying with relatives. 

It is thought that about £1000 can be raised among members of the staff. 


[UBSC, DM 526/1, loose inside volume (duplicated MS with pencil corrections).] 
[> 302] 


[300] 13 April 1897. Faculty of Arts and Science minutes. Disciplinary matters 


Extraordinary meeting 13 April 1897. 


Present. The Principal Prof. Barrell 
Prof Rowley Prof. Ryan 
Prof. Young Mr Clement Ord*** 


The case of M. Medlycott, F. Roper, D.W. Baker and G. Cunningham, who were 
charged with misconduct on April Ist. [298], was further considered, and Prof. 
Rowley moved a recommendation to the Principal and Prof. Young seconded the 
proposition: 

That the offending students should receive an intimation that if they are prepared 
to offer a full letter of apology to the Principal and pay to the Secretary a fine of £5 
each, no further steps should be taken: but if any one of those concerned does not 
accept this course, the whole matter should be reported to the Senate. 

[Signed] C. Lloyd Morgan. 


[UBSC, DM 506/32 (MS).] [> 303] 


*°3 Lecturer in German; a Quaker, whose son Boris achieved distinction as Organist of King’s College, 
Cambridge. 
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[301] 28 April 1897. Clothworkers’ Company Trusts and General 
Superintendence Committee minutes 


University College, Bristol. Read a letter from the Right Rev. the Lord Bishop of 
Hereford, President, requesting the renewal of the Company’s subscription of £100 a 
year to University College Bristol, for another term of 5 years. 

Resolved, that this letter be referred to the Trusts and General Superintendence 
Committee for consideration and report. 

The Committee referring to their minutes of 29th July 1891, when the circumstances of 
the Company’s connexion with the foundation of University College Bristol, in alliance 
with Balliol and New College Oxford (who contributed £300 per annum for a limited 
term of years) were under review, and to the Court order of Ist June 1892 directing a 
continuance of the Company’s subscription of £100 per annum for a further period of 
5 years, also to the Court of 6th January 1897, when (the Master) Mr J.W. Sugg, was 
nominated a member of the Council, in the room of Mr G.W. Child, deceased. 

Recommended the Court to continue their subscription of £100 per annum for a 
further period of 5 years. 


[Clothworkers’ Co. Archives, CL/B/2/17, p. 44 (MS).] [> 304] 
[302] 29 April 1897. Charity Commission to the UCB Secretary 


Charity Commission. 
29th April 1897. 
B County Gloucester 
41836 Place Bristol 
University College 
Erection of examination hall 
Sir, 

Your letter of the 12th inst. having been under consideration, I am to say that upon 
the facts at present before the Commissioners the necessity for the provision of such 
a building as is now contemplated [299] is not made altogether evident. 

With a view to the further consideration of the matter in all its bearings I am to 
enquire whether it is intended that the hall shall be so planned as to render it available 
by means of sliding partitions or otherwise, when not required for the purposes 
of examinations, assemblies and popular lectures, for the general purposes of the 
College, such for example as class rooms. 

A statement should also be furnished showing that the College is in such a 
condition financially as to be able to meet the instalments on account of principal as 
and when they become due, without unduly interfering with the general purposes of 
the institution. 

With reference to the method to be adopted for raising the amount required should 
the Commissioners be eventually satisfied as to the necessity for the proposed outlay, 
I am to suggest that the lenders should be approached with the view of ascertaining 
whether they would be satisfied to rely upon the practical security afforded by the 
order of the Board without putting the Council to the expense necessarily attaching 
to a formal mortgage. 


4 Physician and former Master; died 1 Dec. 1896: Munk’s Roll, iv, p. 191. 
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In the experience of the Commissioners lenders are often willing to accept such an 
arrangement. 

The order in question would provide amongst other things for the interest on the 
sum borrowed being defrayed out of the income of the charity, and for repayment 
of the principal by annual instalments as contemplated by the order of 6th Oct. 
1893. 

It is to be borne in mind moreover that in any mortgage all power of sale would be 
expressly excluded. 

Iam, Sir, your obedient servant, 

(signed) G. Holford.*” 


[UBSC, DM 506/55, pp. 313-14 (MS copy in Local Executive Committee minutes 
of 12 May, qg.v.)] 


[303] 6 May 1897. Faculty of Arts and Science minutes. Disciplinary matters 


[Presence.| 

1. The Principal reported that the students referred to in the resolutions of the two 
previous meetings [298, 300] had been fined or had promised to pay a fine of £2. 2, 
with the exception of G. Cunningham [and deleted]. The Principal was authorized to 
take the requisite steps in regard to Cunningham, and it was resolved to forego the 
public reprimand of the above mentioned students. 

2. It was recommended that fines paid to the College by students be devoted (after 
any necessary deductions for damages done) to the Library Fund. 


[UBSC, DM 506/32 (MS).] 
[304] 10 May 1897. Roberts to Percival 


Clothworkers’ Hall, Mincing Lane, E.C. 
10th May 1897. 

My Lord Bishop, 

University College, Bristol 
I have the pleasure to inform you that the Clothworkers’ Company having 
considered your Lordship’s letter [301] have agreed to continue their subscription 
of £100 per annum to University College, Bristol, for a further period of five 
years. 
I have the honour to be, my Lord Bishop, your Lordship’s most obedient servant, 
(signed) Owen Roberts. 


[UBSC, DM 506/55, p. 311 (MS copy in Local Executive Committee minutes of 12 
May, g.v.).] 


[305] 12 May 1897. Local Executive Committee minutes 


[After other business, and reading of the Charity Commissioners’ letter of 29 April 
(302)] After some discussion it was resolved: 


°° A Principal Clerk to the Commissioners: Whitaker ’s Almanack (1894), p. 170. 
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That the Building sub committee be requested to take the Commissioners’ letter 
into consideration and to ascertain what amount could be raised in loan towards the 
cost of the building. 

The Secretary reported that he, in company with the Solicitor of the College, had 
seen the Assessment Committee of the Town Council with the view of obtaining a 
postponement of the appeal against the rating of the College; and that in consideration 
of the necessary certificate of exemption not having been received from the Town 
Clerk a postponement to the Ist Tuesday in July had been granted, and a promise 
given not to apply in the meantme for payment of rates. 


[UBSC, DM 506/55, pp. 314-15 (MS).] 
[306] 17 May 1897. Circular from the College Secretary 


PRIVATE. 
University College, Bristol. 


Dear Sir, 

It is in contemplation to build a large hall in connection with Bristol University 
College in which examinations and lectures can be held, and which it is estimated 
will provide increased revenue and afford very much greater accommodation than it 
is possible to obtain at present. 

It is not desirable that a public appeal should be made for funds, and it is suggested 
that a sum not exceeding £3,000 should be borrowed from gentlemen connected 
with the College, upon which interest at the rate of four per cent. per annum should 
be paid. Application has been made to the Charity Commissioners for permission 
to do this, and their reply [302] is to the effect that while not objecting to the 
proposed mode of raising the money, they could not consent to the College being 
subject to a mortgage.*”° Under these circumstances, whose who lend the money 
would have to be content with a form containing a copy of a resolution of the 
Council, to the effect that they acknowledge their indebtedness of whatever sums 
may be advanced, and that interest at the rate of four per cent. per annum shall be 
paid thereon. Two members of Council have, between them, promised to lend on 
these terms the sum of £750, and it is believed the professors connected with the 
College will lend a similar amount, so that one-half of the estimated cost may at 
once be reckoned upon. 

An additional reason for building the hall at this time is the fact that the meeting of 
the British Association takes place in Bristol in 1898, when the hall would be of the 
greatest use. 

It is proposed to make the hall sufficiently large to seat 1000; and the plans may be 
seen in the office. 

If you are willing to help in the matter, may I ask you to kindly fill up and return 
the enclosed form at an early date. 

Iam, yours obediently, 

James Rafter, Secretary. 
May 17th, 1897. 


[UBSC, DM 526/1 (printed).] 


°° The Commissioners had not forbidden the taking of a mortgage but merely advised against it [302]. 
The Council was nevertheless so empowered by the 58th of the Articles of Association [46]. 
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[307] 19 May 1897. Council minutes 


[After presence and minutes] Divinity Lectures. Scheme referred. The Principal 
reported that at a recent meeting of the Local Executive Committee the President 
unfolded his scheme of Divinity lectures somewhat more fully. The President was 
informed that the Executive Committee of the Day Training College were reluctant 
to move [deletion of two words duplicated] in the matter since many of the students 
attended the College partly because there was no set religious instruction under any 
particular denominational system, and the local committee comprised members of 
many denominations, and such a scheme might give rise to a long discussion. It was 
suggested that the President should see Mr Glazebrook and there the matter was left. 

M.V.T.C. Suggested conference. The Principal briefly indicated the steps that had 
been taken to bring about a conference between representatives of the College and 
the Merchant Venturers’ Technical College with a view to delimiting the work of 
the two institutions; and also gave a resume of the memorandum received from the 
Master of the Merchant Venturers’ Society. 

The following letter replying thereto was read and approved, and it was resolved: 

That the Chairman be authorised to sign the same in the name of the Council, and 
that it be forwarded to the Master together with additional copies for the use of his 
committee. [With printed text of letter duly sent on 26 May (309)]. The Secretary was 
instructed to send a copy of the above letter to each member of the Council, and to 
the members of the Faculty of Arts and Science. 


[UBSC, DM 506/58, pp. 244-6 (MS).] 


[308] [May 1897]. Memorandum from Albert Fry and Lloyd Morgan to the 
TIC 


The sub-committee appointed by the Council of University College, Bristol, to meet 
a sub-committee of the Technical Instruction Committee of the Town Council are 
authorised to give the fullest information in their power with regard to the overlap in 
the work of existing Bristol institutions. 

Since it is desirable that the representatives of each institution should deal with 
matters which primarily concern that institution, it will be as well to restrict these 
notes to the relations of University College to the Merchant Venturers’ Technical 
College. And it may be stated that the Council of University College, while they 
are prepared at the request of the Technical Instruction Committee to state their 
views in this matter with due emphasis, do so with the sole aim of furthering the 
harmonious development of a unified system of education in and for Bristol and its 
neighbourhood. 

University College Bristol was founded in 1876, and its aims and objects are set 
forth in the report of a public meeting held on the 11th June 1874 of which a reprint 
is here submitted. Attention is specially directed to the passages underlined in red ink 
on pp. 2, 3, 6, 7 and 8.°*”” 


°°” The quotations are from the circular issued a few days before the 11 June meeting, and prefaced to the 
printed report [16]. 
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From these statements it is clear: 

1. That the objects of the College were ‘to combine thorough technical training 
and general culture’. 

2. That the subjects of instruction specified included ‘all such as can be applied to 
Engineering, Mining and Metallurgy, manufactures and commerce’. 

3. That the manufacturing and mining districts of Gloucestershire and Somersetshire 
&c. were at the time of its foundation stated to be ‘still far distant from any college 
in which the sciences applied to their various industries could be studied’. 

Classes accessible to artizans were to be provided. 

It is, however, well known that there existed at that time in Bristol an institution 
known as the Bristol Diocesan Trade School. Of this school the headmaster*” 
was one of the committee under whose auspices the report (to which attention has 
been directed) was issued. That institution in 1885 passed under the control of the 
Merchant Venturers’ Society. 

It appears that through the independent development of these two institutions 
some overlap has been caused and that through further development there is danger 
of further overlap. 

In both institutions there are: 

1. Courses for the matriculation examination of London University. 

2. Courses for the science degrees (intermediate and preliminary Scientific and 
final B.Sc.) of London University. 

3. Courses in Mechanical, Civil and Electrical Engineering. 

4. Evening classes at low fees. 

It may be said that though there is overlap in the instruction provided, the two 
institutions are intended to meet the needs of different classes of the community. There 
is, however, no indication of any such class distinction in the original statements of 
the aims and objects of University College. If such a distinction was at any time in 
contemplation, it would appear that the Trade School was primarily intended for the 
industrial classes. But these were by no means excluded in the project for the foundation 
of University College, which (see p. 8) was stated to have ‘very strong claims on the 
sympathy and assistance of all who profess any wish to help forward the progress of 
liberal education amongst our manufacturing, commercial and industrial classes. 

Or it may be said that the overlap is at present more apparent than real. It should in 
this case be a matter of no great difficulty to frame safeguards against its existence in 
the future. But it appears that the claim of University College to have been founded 
as a Technical College of Science (p. 6) and the development of another institution 
in Bristol into a Technical College is sufficient to justify the observation of your 
committee ‘that there exists among the educational bodies in the city a certain 
amount of rivalry and competition’. 

We are not prepared at the present juncture to suggest any definite scheme by 
which such overlap present or future is to be avoided. 

Such a scheme could, we think, be elaborated at a joint meeting of the two 
institutions but it would perhaps facilitate matters if an independent body or person 
of recognised standing or authority were to prepare a draft scheme for discussion at 
such a meeting. We feel assured that the Council of University College would, on 
their part, give to any proposal for the further unification of technical instruction for 
Bristol their most careful consideration. 


38 Thomas Coomber. 
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We are in a position to know that the existing lack of co-ordination, real or 
apparent, stands in the way of an increased Government grant to Bristol. 

Albert Fry, Chairman of Council. 

C. Lloyd Morgan, Principal. 


[BRO, SMV/5/5/3/12, ff. 53-6 (duplicated MS).] 
[309] 26 May 1897. Albert Fry to Ward 


Private. University College, Bristol. 
26th May, 1897. 
Sir, 

Your letter of the 2nd of April [297] and the accompanying memorandum have 
been considered by the Council of this College. 

In the memorandum under section 7 (p.3) the following passage occurs: ‘University 
College, which was founded in 1876, appears to have been originally intended as 
a “School of Science and Literature”, and under which name, or description, the 
Merchant Venturers, who had not then adopted the Trade School, contributed to its 
capital fund; but it soon framed for itself a more comprehensive programme, offering 
instruction in a large number of subjects, many of which at the time of its foundation 
were being taught, and had long been taught, in the Trade School; and in this way it 
brought about the overlapping and duplication of classes which has continued to the 
present time and which the Chairman of its Council now desires to minimise.’ 

Your memorandum has here given an incorrect impression of the object and 
intention with which University College, Bristol, was founded. 

In the circular, concerning the ‘proposed School of Science and Literature for 
the West of England and South Wales’, issued by an influential local committee, 
of which Mr W. Proctor Baker, Mr W. Lant Carpenter, and Mr Lewis Fry were the 
Honorary Secretaries, occur the following passages: ‘It is generally admitted ... 
centres of industry’ / ‘But the manufacturing and mining districts ... studied’ / ‘The 
central position of Bristol ...a college’ / “The establishment at Bristol ... Pharmacy’ / 
‘An appeal ... the scheme’. [16] 

It is thus clear that the aims and objects of the College were from the outset 
twofold. They were to ‘combine thorough technical training and general culture’. 
The subjects of instruction were specified, and included ‘all such branches of science 
as can be applied to Engineering, Mining, Metallurgy, manufactures, commerce, 
Medicine and Pharmacy’. 

Provision for the instruction of artizans in the evening was also made. Mr Proctor 
Baker speaking on the occasion of a public meeting, held at the Victoria Rooms 
on the 11th of June 1874, said: ‘I desire to remove from Mr Morley’s* mind the 
impression that the artizans have been overlooked; they have been specially provided 
for. It was one of the conditions of the contribution of Oxford that classes which 
should be accessible to artizans should be provided, and it is one of the main objects 
we had in view, in promoting this scheme’. [Original footnote: *Mr Samuel Morley, 
M.P. for Bristol, and a liberal contributor to the funds of University College.] 

From these extracts from public records it is evident that in the opinion of a 
committee, of which the Headmaster of the Bristol Diocesan Trade and Mining 
School was an active member, there was at that time no college in Bristol in which 
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the sciences applied to their various industries could be studied, and that the School 
of Science and Literature was intended by its promoters to be a College of Applied 
Science, as well as one in which the work for degrees in Arts and Science could be 
conducted on university lines. 

To this institution, soon to be called University College, Bristol, your Society in 
1875 gave its generous support. 

Ten years later, in 1885, your Society undertook the control of the Bristol Diocesan 
Trade School. The objects and organization of that School, as set forth in the 
Society’s preliminary prospectus (1885) were ‘to provide a complete, continuous, 
and thoroughly sound preparation for an industrial career’. 

The students of the Diocesan Trade School, as your memorandum states, “did not 
take degrees in Science while at the School’, though ‘by the help of scholarships, 
tenable in London and elsewhere, which the School enabled them to win’, they did 
in certain cases proceed to degrees. 

But since it passed into their hands the Society have changed the title of the 
institution from “Trade School’ into “Technical College’, and have added other aims 
and objects than those set forth in the prospectus your Society issued in 1885. This 
may be gathered from the current Calendar of the Technical College, wherein it is 
stated that in addition to its original aims of ‘providing a continuous and thoroughly 
sound preparation for an industrial career it also prepares students for professional 
life and for the Science degrees (B.Sc. and D.Sc.) of the University of London’ (p. 
20). 

It is this recent addition to the organization and objects of the Society’s institution 
which, in so far as it causes overlapping, the Council of this College regard as 
giving rise to waste of money and energy. The number of those who take the higher 
educational work involved in the preparation for degrees, or for a professional career, 
such as that of Civil, Mechanical, and Electrical Engineering, is not sufficient to 
justify the duplication of teaching staff, in Bristol, to meet their requirements. The 
Council believe that an impartial consideration of the historical facts above set forth 
shows that it was intended by the original promoters that University College should 
undertake such work at a time when there was no adequate provision for it in Bristol. 

At the same time the Council are aware that the present fees in University College 
are so high as to preclude many promising and deserving students from attending 
their day courses. And they would regard any proposition which should suggest the 
exclusion of such students from the advantages of adequate instruction of this kind, 
as running counter to the best interests of education in our city and its neighbourhood. 

The difficulty might perhaps be met if studentships at reduced fees in this 
College were to be placed at the disposal of your Society; your Society at the same 
time undertaking not to establish or continue such overlapping courses as the 
representatives of the two bodies should agree upon. In this way the two colleges 
might be linked in friendly relationship, competition would be largely done away 
with, and money and energy would be economised. 

I am, yours faithfully, 

Albert Fry, Chairman of Council. 
The Master of the Society of Merchant Venturers. 

Note: I am unable to say how far the table given in part II of the appendix to the 
memorandum, by which it would appear that the 153 day students of this College 
were in 1895-96 taking 303 classes, while the 111 day students of the Society’s 
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College were taking 338 classes, is based on really comparable data; but I would 
draw attention to the fact that in the table on p. 25 of the last report of the Council 
to the Governors of the College, the number of day class entries is not 303 but 526, 
exclusive of Queen’s Scholars of the Day Training College, and of medical students. 


[BRO, SMV/5/5/3/12, ff. 15—16 (signed print, with italic as here reproduced).] 
[310] July 1897. Pope to Ward 


Merchant Venturers’ Technical College. 
July 1897. 
Dear Master, 

Some months ago the Chairman of the Council of University College, Bristol, 
addressed to you a letter [296] proposing a conference for the purpose of arranging 
a scheme under which, by mutual concessions, unnecessary duplication of classes at 
his College and that of the Society might be avoided; and, in your reply [297], you 
asked him for a statement of the views of the Council on the subject, sending him at 
the same time a memorandum explaining the position of the Society and the limits of 
possible concession on its side. 

I have lately received, for transmission to you, a further letter signed by the 
Chairman [309], which I now enclose. 

Before commenting on it, I will correct a mistake made by the writer in an 
appended note, wherein he implies that our memorandum gives the number of day 
class entries at University College during the last session as 303, whereas in fact they 
were 526. But what the memorandum really says, on the authority of the published 
report, is that there were 303 entries into the various departments (not classes) of the 
College, and it compares this number with 338, the corresponding number of entries 
into the departments of the Society’s College]. Every department in each College is 
subdivided into classes, and the number of classes is, of course, much larger in each 
case than the number of departmental entries. 

The greater part of the letter is taken up with an explanation of the views of the 
founders of University College, which appear to have been wider than was inferred 
in the memorandum from the name originally chosen for their institution. 

On such a point the statement of the Chairman of the Council is conclusive; but 
it is impossible to accept as accurate an opinion mentioned in the course of his 
remarks which — unless the meaning of the letter has been quite misapprehended — is 
to the effect that, before the foundation of his College, there was no place in Bristol 
where the sciences applied to Engineering, Mining and Metallurgy, manufactures, 
commerce, Medicine and Pharmacy could be studied. 

For the Trade School, founded in 1856, was then teaching these sciences, and had 
taught them for many years; and that it was doing so successfully as early as 1866 
is evidenced by a report of the Lord President of the Council in that year which 
contains the following clause: 

‘That the Trade School of Bristol should, with its 120 pupils, carry off 4 of the 8 
gold medals awarded, besides 2 silver and 4 bronze medals and 97 prizes, redounds 
greatly to its credit, and places it decidedly at the head of the list of science schools.’*” 


°° Quoted (and perhaps found by Pope) in J. Mill, What is Industrial and Technical Education? Two 
Orations (1871), pp. 45-6. 
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The letter goes on to discuss the aims and objects of the Trade School and alleges 
that additions have been made to them since the School passed into the hands of the 
Society. 

It seeks to support this allegation by comparing two extracts, one from the 
preliminary prospectus issued by the Society in 1885, when it had just taken the 
Trade School over, and the other from the prospectus, or Calendar, of the Society’s 
College for the current session. The first of these is as follows: 

“The School is intended to provide a complete, continuous and thoroughly sound 
preparation for an industrial career’; the second runs thus: 

“The College aims at providing a continuous and thoroughly sound preparation for 
an industrial career; it also prepared students for professional life and for the Science 
degrees (B.Sc. and D.Sc.) of the University of London’. 

From a difference in the wording of these extracts — in the latter of which sundry 
details are inserted which did not appear in the former, while the word ‘complete’ is 
left out — the Chairman infers that the current prospectus discloses additional aims to 
those discoverable in the preliminary prospectus. 

But neither of the extracts on which he relies is in itself a full statement of the 
facts, each of them consisting of but two or three lines only of a section more than 
a page long, on “Objects and Organization’ in the prospectus from which it is taken; 
and, if the whole of these sections be read, instead of mere fragments without the 
explanatory context, it will be seen that the preliminary prospectus was quite as 
comprehensive in its aims as the later one, offering, amongst other things, to prepare 
students for Engineering, the constructive arts, practical Chemistry, Analysis and 
Assaying, that is to say, for the professions of the engineer, the architect and the 
scientific chemist, as well as, in part, for that of the medical man; while, as regards 
preparation for degrees in Science, this, as has already been explained in clause 14 of 
the memorandum, is essential to the completeness of the education offered. 

A boy can enter the Society’s College at 9 years of age and remain connected with 
it until he has become of Doctor of Science. If it were otherwise, he could not obtain 
the continuous and complete education which the Society has promised. 

In reference to the duplication of classes and the blame, or the thanks, to be given 
for it, nothing need be added to what was said in the memorandum. 

The facts are as therein stated, and it must be repeated that any such duplication 
— whether it produces a real overlapping, or whether, as is thought more likely, it 
merely secures similar education for different sections of the community — is a matter 
for which the Society is not responsible; for the Society’s College (under the name 
of the Trade School) was first in the field, and for some 40 years has taught, with 
ever increasing thoroughness, the subjects in some of which it is now accused of 
overlapping, whereas University College began its work at a much later date, and, as 
far as Engineering is concerned, the belief is that its chief provision for this subject 
in the way of buildings and equipment was made as recently as 5 or 6 years ago. 

The remainder of the Chairman’s letter deals with the views of his own Council. 

Apparently this Council desires that the Society should give up those of its day 
classes which prepare students ‘for degrees, or for a professional career, such as 
that of Civil, Mechanical and Electrical Engineering’, that is to say, the whole of 
its senior day classes except those in the Department of Art; in other words, that the 
Society should abolish altogether the most important of those branches of instruction 
which it has pledged itself to maintain and develop. 


Section IV: Overlapping 213 


The results of such a surrender, stated briefly, would be: 

1. That the Society would reverse its entire policy; ignore the obligations accepted 
when it took over the Trade School; render comparatively useless during the day-time 
the laboratories, lecture-rooms and apparatus which it then put up; and by allowing 
its College to descend, at one step, from the first into the second or third rank of 
English technical colleges, cut off for the future all hope of that high distinction 
through which its own name and reputation have of late years been so widely spread. 

2. That it would lose (on the basis of last session’s figures) about £1040 a year 
in fees and grants, without securing any corresponding diminution of expense, and 
that, therefore, the sum payable annually out of its corporate funds towards the 
maintenance of the College would be very largely increased. 

3. That the opportunities now enjoyed by poor students of obtaining a first-rate 
education would be much curtailed. 

The Chairman’s letter is disappointing. Failing to recognise the Society’s 
engagements (though they are clearly explained in the memorandum) and the 
certainty that they will be honourably met, it makes no proposal which is consistent 
with them, and, consequently, provides no starting point for negociations; while the 
fact that it offers the Society’s College nothing whatever, in return for the suggested 
surrender of its most important classes, leaves an impression that the meaning which 
the Council of University College attaches to the term ‘mutual concessions’ is one 
which would give negociations little chance of a successful issue, even if a starting 
point for them were found. 

The feeling of the Council appears to be opposed to any practicable compromise; 
and if this feeling should continue and there be no intention of accepting some such 
arrangement as is hinted at in clause 11 of the memorandum, the two colleges will be 
inevitably compelled, I suppose, to work out their separate destinies, each in its own 
way. 

Yours very truly, 

George H. Pope, Treasurer S.M.V. 


[BRO, SMV/5/5/3/12, pp. 17-19 (printed; with bold as here reproduced).] 
[311] 3 August 1897. Ward to Albert Fry 


Bristol, 3rd August, 1897. 
Sir, 

Your letter of May last [309] has now received the very careful consideration of 
the Committee of the Merchant Venturers’ Technical College, and I regret to say that 
the proposals which your letter contains are not such as the Committee would be 
prepared to recommend for adoption by the Society of Merchant Venturers. 

So long as the views of your Council and of my Committee remain so far apart, I 
fear that any conference between them would be useless. 

I am, dear Sir, yours faithfully, 

(signed) W.W. Ward, Master of the Society of Merchant Venturers. 


[BRO, SMV/5/5/3/10, p. 18 (typescript copy).] 
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[312] 23 August 1897. Humpage, Jacques and Pedersen to Rafter 


Ashton Gate, Bristol. 
23rd Aug. 1897. 
Dear Sir, 

AS we are now moving into our new works where we have more machines and 
room, we are in a position to carry out an intention made some time ago viz. to offer 
to your College an Engineering scholarship. 

Roughly our idea is that the scholarship should be awarded annually, and should 
consist of free tuition at our works for either one year, or three separate periods of 6 
months, the latter to conform with the provisions which would enable the holder to 
compete for Whitworth scholarships. We believe that some few firms already offer 
such scholarships, in which case you would doubtless arrange similar conditions, but 
about this we are perfectly open and would be glad to receive any suggestions you 
may be pleased to make. 

Yours faithfully, 

(signed) Humpage, Jacques and Pedersen. 


[UBSC, DM 506/55, p. 323 (MS); copied into Local Executive Committee minutes 
of 13 October, where agreed subject to inspection of the works by the Chairman and 
the Professor of Engineering; on 10 November Prof. Ryan reported favourably and 
the offer was accepted (p. 327).] 


[313] 12 October 1897. The Secretary of the Chamber of Commerce to Rafter 


Bristol Chamber of Commerce, 
Guildhall, Bristol. 
12th October 1897. 
Dear Sir, 

At a special meeting of this Chamber having charge of the question of the 
development of the metric system in the elementary schools of this city, held this 
morning, it was unanimously resolved to offer, for the purpose of encouraging the 
study of this subject, a ‘Chamber of Commerce Metric Scholarship’, for one year, 
value £20, to the boy or girl writing the best and most explicit paper setting forth 
reasons for the change in the present system of weights, measures, and coinage, and 
the best definition of the metric system.” 

Perhaps you will be so good as to bring this under the notice of your governors on 
Wednesday, and ascertain whether they would be pleased to accept this offer of a day 
scholarship at the hands of this Chamber. 

Iam, yours very truly, 

(signed) Henry J. Spear, Secretary.*”! 


[UBSC, DM 506/55, pp. 323-4 (MS); copied into Local Executive Committee 
minutes of 13 October.] 


“°° Trading in metric units was legalized by the Weights and Measures Act of this year (60 & 61 Vict. c. 
46). After the LEC had discussed the suitability of Spear’s proposal ‘as regards age &c.’, the Principal 
was asked to consult Arthur Lee, the member of the Chamber ‘specially interested in the matter’. On 16 
Feb. 1898 the Council nominated Professors Barrell and Chattock to represent the College at a conference 
arranged by Chamber: UBSC, DM 506/58, p. 275. 

*°! Co-editor with J.W. Arrowsmith of Arrowsmith’s Dictionary of Bristol (Bristol, 1884; 2nd edn 1906). 
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[314] 13 October 1897. Local Executive Committee minutes 


[After other business] The Chairman in commenting on the failure of the College to 
obtain an increase in the Government grant, offered a few remarks on the financial 
position and said that one or two members of the Council were endeavouring to raise 
a fund sufficient to meet the annual deficit on the working of the College for the next 
five years. Some £400 a year for that period had already been promised and if an 
additional £200 could be raised, and the canvass of the students produced another 
£200, there was no reason why the College, with its bank interest and rating on the 
buildings reduced, should not make both ends meet. *” 


[UBSC, DM 506/55, p. 326 (MS).] [> 316] 
[315] 10 November 1897. Local Executive Committee minutes 


[After other business] The Chairman reported that the Bishop of Hereford had been 
asked to use his influence in securing the Bishop of Bristol as a member of the 
Council in place of Mr F.N. Budd, who was ready to resign his seat on the ground 
of ill-health. 


[UBSC, DM 506/55, p. 328 (MS).] 
[316] 3 December 1897. Faculty of Arts and Science minutes. 


[After other business] The Principal reported that a committee of the Council would 

meet the Chancellor of the Exchequer on Saturday next, the 11th inst., to discuss 

the allocation of the Government grant; and read a statement of our case which he 

proposed to lay before the committee for their consideration before the meeting. 
[signed] 4th Feby 1895. C. Lloyd Morgan. 


[UBSC, DM 506/32 (MS).] [> 318] 
[317] 1 February 1898. The Town Clerk to Pope 


The Council House, Bristol, 
[st February 1898. 

Dear Sir, 
Your letter dated 23rd November 1897*% was considered by the Technical 
Instruction Committee at their meeting on the 17th December, and was again before 


“On 2 June the Treasury had approved an increase in the overall grant to university colleges from 


£15,000 to £25,000, but UCB’s share was left at £1,200. The allocating committee was chaired by T.H. 
Warren, President of Magdalen, Oxford (a Bristolian who had been Percival’s star pupil at Clifton) and 
GD. Liveing, Professor of Organic Chemistry at Cambridge. They were particularly asked to take into 
account the level of local support the colleges severally received: University Colleges, Great Britain— 
Grant in Aid. Return to an Order of the Honourable the House of Commons, dated 17 June 1897 (245) 
(HMSO, 1897); Vernon, Universities and the State, pp. 120-2. 

“3 George Forrest Browne had recently become Bishop when the union of the dioceses of Bristol and 
Gloucester was dissolved. On 21 Nov. the Council of the Senate of Cambridge University appointed him 
their representative on the UCB Council: UBSC, DM 506/55, pp. 330-1. 

“* BRO, SMV/5/5/3/13, ff. 21-2 (copy); seeking financial support for technical education, especially in 
view of the extension of the city’s boundaries; making no reference to UCB. 
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them at their last meeting. They consider the subject of very high importance, 
raising as it does the question how best to co-ordinate all the provision for technical 
instruction in Bristol, so as to best meet the formidable competition of the efficient 
technical institutions of Germany and other continental countries. 

The Committee independent of, but helping, a number of educational bodies 
within the city cannot but observe that there exists amongst these bodies a certain 
amount of rivalry and competition — that the teaching provided by them overlaps the 
one the other, and that none of them are in a position to do all the good they might 
do if their special functions were more closely defined, and each devoted its full 
resources to special branches of education, or sought to provide for certain classes, 
ages, or localities only. 

It is unnecessary to point out to you for instance, the points of overlapping and 
competition between the Merchant Venturer’s [sic] College and the Bristol University 
College. It is alleged too that the boys’ school of your College and the Bristol 
Grammar School compete to some extent for the same class of boys and are offering 
them similar scientific teaching. In art as applied to industries the Bristol School of 
Art (Queen’s Road) the Merchant Venturer’s [sic] College and the Kensington School 
of Art (Berkeley Square) are offering more or less the same kind of teaching within 
a few hundred yards of each other, while vast districts of Bristol are left practically 
unprovided for. 

It appears to the Technical Instruction Committee they [recte that] they could not 
adopt your suggestion of devoting the greater part of their funds to strengthening 
and developing of the Merchant Venturers Technical College without weakening and 
injuring Bristol University College and perhaps other institutions, and before deciding 
as to adopting such a course the Committee think that they should endeavour to 
ascertain the view of any institutions likely to be affected and they therefore instruct 
me to state they [recte that] they will be glad to appoint a sub-committee to meet and 
confer either jointly or separately with small committees appointed respectively by the 
Merchant Venturers and the University College in the first place, and subsequently, 
if found advisable, with the committees appointed by other bodies with the view of 
discovering whether and in what way, it may be desirable to co-ordinate the various 
curricula, and spheres of influence, so as to prevent overlapping and competition as 
much as possible, and to avoid the present waste of teaching power and of expenditure. 

The Committee think most highly of the suggestion to establish one or more 
industrial museums, such as are to be found at Nuremberg, Charlottenburg, and many 
other German towns, very much smaller than Bristol. The suggested committees 
might devote particular attention to this subject. 

Yours truly, 

(signed) D. Travers Burges, Town Clerk. 


[BRO, SMV/5/5/3/13, ff. 31-2 (typescript copy).] [P 319] 

[318] 2 February 1898. Local Executive Committee minutes 

[After other business] A communication from the Principal of University College, 
Sheffield, was read inviting the Council to join them in a deputation to the Chancellor 


of the Exchequer to press for a reconsideration of the claims of the two colleges for 
a larger grant from the Treasury. 
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Resolved: That the Principal be requested to write expressing our willingness to 
join them; but asking them to defer the deputation for a fortnight or so to enable 
certain members of our Council to attend. 


[UBSC, DM 506/55, p. 334 (MS).] [ ® 320] 
[319] 10 February 1898. Pope to Town Clerk. 


Merchants Hall. 
10th February 1898. 
My dear Sir, 

Ihave to acknowledge receipt of your letter of the 1 st [317] stating that the Technical 
Instruction Committee will be glad to appoint a sub-committee to meet and confer, 
either jointly or separately, with small sub-committees appointed respectively by the 
Merchant Venturers and the University College in the first place, and subsequently, 
if found advisable, with committees appointed by other bodies, with the view of 
discovering whether, and in what way, it may be desirable to co-ordinate the various 
curricula and spheres of influence, so as to prevent overlapping and competition 
as much as possible, and avoid the (alleged) present waste of teaching power and 
expenditure of [sic] the part of local educational bodies. 

The question is not the one for which I was directed to ask your Committee’s 
consideration, but, if your Committee feel that a discussion of it should precede 
any discussion of the questions suggested in my letter of the 23rd November, a sub- 
committee of the Merchant Venturers will be ready to meet your sub-committee for 
this purpose at any time that may be mutually convenient. 

It is thought that a conference between these two sub-committees only would be 
more satisfactory, in the first instance, than one attended by representatives of other 
bodies also. 

Your letter assumes that we know the precise points at which, in the opinion of 
your Committee, our College overlaps, or is overlapped by, the University College; 
but this is not the case, and if you could favour me, previously to any meeting, with 
particulars of these points and of any mutual concessions, by way of adjustment of 
the curricula of the two colleges, which are likely to be proposed, the work of the 
conference would obviously be lightened. 

A similar remark would apply to the other bodies mentioned by name in your 
letter, and to those referred to in general terms only, such as the Bristol School Board. 

Iam, my dear Sir, yours faithfully, 

(signed) George H. Pope, Treas: S.M.V. 


[BRO, SMV/5/5/3/13, ff. 33-4 (typescript copy).] 


[320] 16 February 1898. Council minutes and memorandum to Chancellor of 
the Exchequer 


[After other business] Government grant. Joint deputation to the Chancellor. The 
arrangement made by the Local Executive Committee to join University College, 
Sheffield,*” in a deputation to the Chancellor of the Exchequer in the matter of the 


“5 Created by charter of 11 May 1897 which amalgamated Firth College with the Sheffield Medical 
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Government grant, was approved, as was also the following memorandum to be laid 
before the Chancellor. 

It was resolved: 

That the Chairman, Mr Arrowsmith, Mr Elkins, Mr Lewis Fry, the Rev. M.G. 
Glazebrook and the Principal be appointed a sub-committee to act in the deputation 
with power to add to their number. 

The Principal was requested to forward a copy of the memorandum to Sheffield. 


[Printed] 

HMemorandum 
of the case of University College, Bristol, for a reconsideration of the Treasury grant. 
February, 1898. 

Those who are interested in the welfare and progress of University College, 
Bristol, desire to draw attention to the following considerations, applicable specially 
to Bristol, with regard to the principles on which the Government grant is at present 
allocated: 

1. The exclusion from local income of all sums contributed for buildings and 
equipment, and for other purposes than Arts and Science, bears somewhat hardly on 
the smaller and poorer colleges, which, if they are to develop, must be subject to a 
greater proportional amount of expenditure in these ways than larger colleges. 

The general needs of the Bristol College as a whole have necessitated an unusually 
large expenditure on the Engineering Department and the newly-incorporated Faculty 
of Medicine. Hence of the total sum of £33,835 received in the five years prior to 
March 31st, 1897, from local sources (including all fees in the Faculty of Arts and 
Science, but not those in the Faculty of Medicine) a sum not less than £9,956 was 
spent in buildings and equipment. Both the Medical School and the Engineering 
wing, to which this expenditure was devoted, indirectly benefit the Faculty of Arts 
and Science. For Science students obtain physiological instruction in the lecture- 
rooms and laboratories of the Medical School, and have access to the works in the 
Medical Library; and the addition of an Engineering wing freed several rooms for 
use by the Physical Department. 

2. Differences in the scale of fees in different centres materially affect the amount 
of local income. In the London colleges the fees are on a higher scale than is 
practicable in provincial centres, and this tends to swell the amount of local income 
in these colleges as compared with those in the provinces, and so places the latter 
at a disadvantage. If the scale of fees in Bristol was the same as at King’s College, 
the sum credited to local income on this score would be £6,590 (in round numbers) 
instead of £2,713; in which case the proportion of Government grant to local income 
in Bristol would be, not 32.9 per cent. as given by Mr Chalmers in his report to the 
Treasury, but 15.9 per cent.4”° 

3. But the point to which the friends of University College, Bristol, desire 
especially to draw attention is the fact that the inequality of grants to the Welsh and 
English colleges affects Bristol more seriously than any other provincial centre. 

The College at Bristol was established for the West of England, South Wales, 
and Monmouthshire, and drew students from both sides of the Bristol Channel. On 


School and Technical College: Chapman, Univ. of Sheffield, pp. 90-127. 

46 The report by Robert Chalmers of the Treasury, 31 Dec. 1896 accords UCB the highest (by implication 
the worst) ratio of current grant to local income; only Sheffield came close, and at all the other colleges the 
grant percentage was less than half the Bristol figure: Return to an Order (245), sig. Kv. 
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the subsequent establishment of the similar institution in Cardiff, Bristol, though 
it thereby lost some South Wales students, could have no reasonable grounds for 
dissatisfaction so long as the two colleges were allowed to compete in friendly 
rivalry on equal terms. But the Government granted £4000 a year to Cardiff, while 
Bristol received nothing. How great an advantage this gave to Cardiff over Bristol 
is self-evident. It enabled the authorities of that College to charge lower fees and 
offer more scholarships than was possible in Bristol. Students were drawn from the 
West of England to the University College of South Wales. Later, Bristol received a 
Government grant of £1 ,200 a year. But as this was less than one-third of that allocated 
to Cardiff, the two colleges on either side of the Severn were still very unequally 
treated. Finally, when the question arose as to the distribution of an additional grant 
to English colleges, and when a balance of £500 remained undistributed, this was 
given to a College already working at a profit,’ and no reference was made to an 
inequality which, as the representatives of Bristol have repeatedly urged, bears more 
heavily on their college than on any other. 

4. In conclusion it is submitted that if the Commssioners be satisfied, (1) that 
the work done is of good standard and is developing; (2) that there is an adequate 
continuance of local support; and (3) that the administration is efficient and 
economical; any increase in the total sum granted to the English colleges might be 
fairly allocated in some proportion to the educational progress shown. If the status 
of University College, Bristol, as it now is, be compared with its status when it first 
received a Government grant, it is found that the buildings have been enlarged, the 
equipment improved, the staff augmented, and the teaching in the higher subjects 
increased in thoroughness and in range. It is found that a larger number of students 
are taking the higher work of university grade. It is found that in five years a sum of 
nearly £34,000 was contributed from local sources or derived from students’ fees. 
But, notwithstanding this increased efficiency and usefulness of the College, it is 
found that there has been no increase of Government grant. 

J. Hereford, President. 

Albert Fry, Chairman of Council. 

C. Lloyd Morgan, Principal. 


[UBSC, DM 506/58, p. 273 (MS and printed paper impasted).] [> 323] 
[321] 1 March 1898. The Town Clerk to the UCB Secretary 


The Council House, Bristol. 
1st March 1898. 
Dear Sir, 

The Technical Instruction Committee at their meeting on the 23rd ultimo had 
under their consideration the relative positions of the various educational bodies in 
the city. 

The Committee independent ... localities only [as to Pope 1 Feb. (317)). 

The Technical Instruction Committee direct me to request your Council to be good 
enough to appoint a sub committee to confer with a sub committee to confer with a 
sub committee appointed by them with a view to endeavouring to ascertain in what 


“7 Warren and Liveing gave this surplus to Manchester, whose grant they had already almost doubled, 
and which thereby rose to £3,500: Return to an Order (245), sig. K3r-v. 
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way any readjustment which may be considered desirable may be brought about by 
a rearrangement of the calendars of the various bodies or otherwise so as to obviate 
as far as possible any waste of teaching power and of expenditure. 
Yours truly, 
(signed) D. Travers Burges, Town Clerk. 


[UBSC, DM 506/55, pp. 337 (MS copy); in minutes of the Local Executive 
Committee, 2 March, when resolved (p. 338) that the Chairman of the Council and 
the Principal be appointed as the requested sub-committee. ] 


[322] 1 March 1898. House Committee minutes 


[Among other business] Telephone. Question referred. The Secretary reported that 
Mr Paul Bush*® had informed him that the Committee of the Royal Infirmary had 
voted the sum of £50 for the purchase of apparatus to enable the staff to do all their 
own skiagraphical work instead of sending it on to the College.“ 

As the need of a telephone was thereby lessened, it was resolved: 

That the question of proceeding with the Telephone Co. be referred to the Local 
Executive Committee. 


[UBSC, DM 506/14, pp. 212-13 (MS).] [> 323] 
[323] 2 March 1898. Local Executive Committee minutes 


[Presence and Minutes.] 

With regard to the proposed joint deputation, from Bristol and Sheffield, to the 
Chancellor of the Exchequer [320] the Principal reported that in the absence of Mr 
Lewis Fry the memorandum setting forth the claims of this College for an increased 
Government grant had been placed in the hands of Sir W.H. Wills who undertook 
to lay it before the Chancellor. This he had done though not in company with the 
Member for Sheffield (Mr Stuart Wortley) as first proposed. *'° 

The minutes of the House Committee and of the Biological sub committee were 
presented as reports from those committees and received. 

In consequence of the Committee of the Royal Infirmary having decided to 
undertake their own skiagraphical work in future, it was resolved: 

That the negociations with the Telephone Company for the erection of a telephone 
at the College be dropped. 


[UBSC, DM 506/55, p. 336 (MS).] [> 353] 


“8 Surgeon at Infirmary from 1889 to 1913: CCR, p. 23; SMB, pp. 21, 47; Munro Smith, BRI, p. 459 and 
passim, BMCJ, 47 (1930), pp. 342-5. 

“°° This arrangement had been made in January, and in June the first Honorary Skiagraphist was appointed: 
Munro Smith, BRI, p. 401 & n. 1. 

“CB. Stuart-Wortley, Conservative MP for Sheffield 1880-1916, junior minister in Salisbury’s previous 
governments, and an early supporter of Firth College; enobled 1917: Chapman, Univ. of Sheffield, p. 38. 


1 Bristol Medical School minutes 7 February 1873, when Thomas Coomber (inser) 
proposed the creation of a ‘College of Science’ [document 2] 


2 (above) University College, Park Row building 1876; (below) Staff and students 1885 


3 (left) John Percival; (right) Benjamin Jowett 


4 (left) Alfred Marshall; (right) William Ramsay 


5 (left) Conwy Lloyd Morgan; (right) H.O. Wills 


6 (left) Sylvanus Thompson; (right) Julius Wertheimer 


7 (above) Staff 1902; (below) Physics group 1906 


8 (left) F.N. Budd; (right) H.N. Abbot 


9 (left) Lewis Fry; (right) Albert Fry 
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10 (left) W.K. Wait; (right) W.W. Ward 


11 (left) G.H. Pope; (right) P.L. King 


12 (above) University Committee 1906; (below) Lloyd Morgan and women students 
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(above) Library; (below) Council Room 
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Dr. Cook: “Just a little of that, Madame—not too much, now—then it 
Saks will be complete!” ; : 
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14 (above) Bristol Guardian 9 May 1908; (below) Staff 1909 


15 (above) rejected design by Stuart Colman and W.J. Willcox; (below) pen and wash 
drawing by the chosen architect C.F. Hansom c. 1880 [UBSC, DM 506/65] 


M 


19, ‘Twn present Principal of the Technical College sh every‘ eronebding’ Principal, 
shall be Dean of the Faculty of Engineering. 
bs 20, Tux number of persons to be. nominated by the Society! to the ‘Cont of the 


University shall be ten, and the mumber of parsons to be nomiuated by the Society to the 
Council of the University shall be three. 
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basi . Council whose decision shall! be final, but with power to either patty either to\ carry 
TO ALL TO. WHOM, these Presents shall, come, GREETING ;.. the decision of the Privy Council, or to determine this agreement in--which case 


WHEREAS Petitions have Been presented to Us by’ University Colloge Bristol 
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real other 


‘persons who shall have pursued an approved course of stidy in the 
‘University and shall have passed the examinations in the University 
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cx. RB0Wledge underlying technical attainments 
P.O. » 


16 (above) carving of University College’s assumed arms; (below) first and last pages of the 
University’s charter, 24 May 1909 
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[324] 14 October 1898. W.H. Doyle“ to Pope 


Technical Instruction Committee, Council House. 
14th Octr 1898. 
Dear Sir, 

Acting in the spirit of a suggestion made to them by the Science and Art 
Department, the Technical Instruction Committee request the favour of the governors 
of the Merchant Venturers Technical College appointing three of their number at their 
early convenience to meet similarly appointed representatives of the governing body 
of the Bristol University College and the Bristol School Board and a sub committee 
appointed by this Committee, in order to consider the needs and resources of the city 
as a whole, and to endeavour to combine all parties in one comprehensive plan for 
the supplying of such technical instruction as the circumstances of Bristol require. 

Iam, your obedient servant, 

(signed) Wm H. Doyle. 


[BRO, SMV/5/5/4/32 (MS copy). Also copied (with date 15 October) in minutes 
of the Local Executive Committee 2 Nov., where recorded that the Chairman, J.W. 
Arrowsmith and the Principal were appointed the College’s representatives on the 
joint-committee: UBSC, DM 506/34, pp. 354—5.] 


[325] 2 November 1898. Local Executive Committee minutes 


[After other business] The following resolution of the Senate was considered: 

“That subject to the refusal of the proposed Midland University to accept Bristol as 
a constituent college it is desirable in the interests of higher education in the West of 
England that immediate steps be taken for bringing before the public the desirability 
of founding a West of England University in Bristol.’ 

Resolved: 

That the Principal be authorised to enquire whether it is the intention of Mason 
College, Birmingham, to seek for power to admit other colleges as constituent colleges 
of the Midland University when applying for a charter, and also, as occasion offers, 
to make personal enquiries of the colleges at Exeter, Southampton and elsewhere as 
to the probability of their joining Bristol in an endeavour to secure a University for 
the West of England. 


[UBSC, DM 506/55, p. 355 (MS).] [> 326] 
[326] 17 November 1898. The Secretary of Mason College to Lloyd Morgan 


Mason University College, Birmingham. 
Nov. 17th 1898. 
Dear Sir, 

Referring to your letter of the 2nd instant, addressed to Principal Heath, I am desired 
by the Chairman of the Executive Committee for the promotion of a University of 
Birmingham to inform you that at a meeting of the committee held yesterday the 
following resolutions were adopted: 


“1! Clerk to the Committee. 
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That the name of the University be ‘the University of Birmingham’. 

That the committee do not feel themselves at present in a position to decide 
as to the question of the admission of constituent colleges, but they propose to 
take power in the charter to deal with such applications on their merits at a future 
time .*!” 

I am, dear Sir, yours faithfully, 

(signed) Geo. H. Morley, Secretary. 


[UBSC, DM 506/55, pp. 358-9 (MS); copied into Local Executive Committee 
minutes of 7 December, when Lloyd Morgan reported that Heath had told him 
privately that the authorities of Mason College were strongly opposed to federation. ] 


[327] 2 December 1898. Memorandum of meeting of SMV and UCB 
representatives 


2nd December, 1898. 

At a meeting held at the M.V.T.C. to-day between Messrs G.H. Pope, W.W. 
Ward and J. Wertheimer*!’ representing that College and Messrs J.W. Arrowsmith, 
Albert Fry and C. Lloyd Morgan representing U.C.B., the representatives of U.C.B. 
proposed a complete amalgamation between the two colleges, but the representatives 
of M.V.T.C. were of opinion that no connexion closer than a federation would be 
accepted by the Merchant Venturers. 

The latter representatives, in their turn, suggested a delimitation of the work of 
the colleges, drawing the line between technical work, which would be allotted to 
M.V.T.C.; and non-technical work, which would be allotted to U.C.B.; and they also 
sketched out a scheme of federation whereby, as it seemed to be thought, a larger 
share of public money might be obtained for Bristol. 


[BRO, SMV/5/5/4/32 (typescript copy).] 
[328] 7 December 1898. Local Executive Committee minutes 


[After other business] Merchant Venturers’ Training College re overlap. The 
Principal reported that the representatives of the College and the Merchant Venturers’ 
Technical College had met [327] and discussed what means could be adopted for 
getting rid of overlap — real or apparent. The Merchant Venturers were of opinion 
that a division should be made between Pure and Applied Science as opposed to 
Professional and Industrial. A suggestion was made that he (the Principal) and 
Prof. Wertheimer should meet and discuss how far a scheme could be arranged by 
means of which the higher work of both colleges could be brought under one over- 


“2 Birmingham, driven by Chamberlain, was now determined to obtain a charter for an independent 
university. John Percival was involved here as well, present alongside Chamberlain and Tilden at a large 
meeting chaired by the Lord Mayor on | July: Vincent and Hinton, Univ. of Birmingham, p. 23. 

“3 Julius Wertheimer, the formidable Principal of MVTC; educated at University College, Liverpool and 
Owens, Manchester, then Head of the Leeds Institute of Science until 1890, when he succeeded Coomber 
as Headmaster of the Merchants’ School; became Principal when this was renamed the Technical 
College in 1894; Professor of Applied Chemistry from the founding of the University until his death 
in 1924: Nature, 114 (1924), p. 250; McGrath, MVB, p. 378-9 & n. 114 and passim; Severn, Faculty of 
Engineering, pp. 6-7 and passim. 
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council having representatives from both bodies, whilst preserving autonomy in both 
institutions. The Merchant Venturers are anxious that University College should give 
up the Engineering school, and there will be a marked divergence of opinion as to 
where the line of division is to be drawn. 

The Principal here suggested that in view of this probable divergence the matter 
should be referred to arbitration. Upon this point some considerable discussion 
ensued but no resolution was passed, it being the general feeling of the meeting 
that in the present stage of negociations it would be premature to adopt the 
suggestion. 


[UBSC, DM 506/55, pp. 360-1 (MS).] 
[329] 14 December 1898. SMV’s proposals for a federation 


M.V.T.C. and U.C.B. 
14th December, 1898. 

1. Inasmuch as the representatives of U.C.B. have been good enough to supply 
printed copies of their suggestions, made at the meeting held yesterday, it is deemed 
desirable to supply similar copies of the schemes of federation of the colleges 
proposed by us at the conference held on the 2nd inst. [327], and further elaborated 
by one of us at a meeting with Professor Lloyd Morgan on the 8th inst. 

2. We take it that the object of the conference is to secure for Bristol the best 
possible scheme of higher education and incidentally, and as a means to this end, an 
increased Treasury grant. 

3. We understand that it is practically certain that, if the two colleges were united, a 
strong institution would be formed which would be entitled to a much larger Treasury 
grant than is at present allotted to U.C.B. alone. We therefore suggest the federation 
of the colleges, and, as a preliminary thereto, a scheme of delimitation. 

4. The scheme we propound would definitely mark out the work of each college; 
would enable either college to play into the hands of the other; would at once provide 
U.C.B. with cash to forward its work in Literature, the Arts, Medicine, Pure Science, 
Law, etc.; would set free space for this purpose; would secure it an additional annual 
income; and would relieve Bristol from the burden of the great cost involved in the 
attempt to carry on two first-class Engineering institutions. 

5. We base our scheme on the following considerations: 

1. That the chief need of industrial education in Bristol at the present time is 
a strong technical institute. 

2. That the object of the S.M.V. in maintaining its College is to provide 
Bristol with such an institute. 

3. That no provincial city needs, or can support, more than one such institute. 

4. That the common-sense view of the situation is that M.V.T.C. should be 
the institute in question, and confine its teaching to Technology and Commerce. 

5. That U.C.B. should refrain from teaching these subjects, but should be 
free to teach everything else; and 

6. That each college ought to give the highest and most complete education 
in its own particular sphere. 

6. Delimitation proposals. 
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A.— Subjects specially reserved for U.C.B. 


Theology. 

Law and Jurisprudence. 

Music. 

Mental and Moral Philosophy. 

Political Economy. 

English Language and Literature. 

Modern European Languages and Beyond the 
Literatures standard required 

Latin. for the matriculation 

Greek. examination of 

. History, Ancient and Modern. the University 

. Oriental Languages and Literature, of London 


Ancient and Modern. 


Note: As to 5,6,7,8, 10 and 11, except so far as required in Commerce. 


12: 
13. 
14. 


1. 
2. 
3 
4. 


1. 


2. Applied Science, including Metallurgy, Navigation, Dyeing, Agriculture, 


3 
4. 
5: 


U.C.B. to have a monopoly of preparing candidates for degrees in Arts, Law, 
ology, Medicine, and Literature; and to have liberty to prepare them also 


Music, The 
for degrees 


M.V.T.C. to have a monopoly of preparing candidates for degrees in Technology 
(i.e. Engineering, Applied Chemistry, &c.) and Commerce, if such degrees should 
hereafter become available for provincial students; and meanwhile, and until suitable 
available in all the various departments of Technology and Commerce, to 


degrees are 


Comparative Philology. 
Archaeology. 
Astronomy, except in so far as needed in Navigation. 
. Biology. 
. Natural History. 
. Medicine. 
. Surgery. 
. Dentistry. 
. Bacteriology, except as far as needed for industrial purposes. 
. The Theory of Education. 
B. — Subjects common to the two colleges. 
Pure and Mixed Mathematics. 
Pure Chemistry. 
Pure Physics. 
Pharmacy. 
C.-— Subjects specially reserved for M.V.T.C. 
All Technical subjects, including Engineering, etc. 


} Except so far as needed for Agriculture. 


Tanning, etc. 
Applied Art. 
All Commercial subjects. 
Literary subjects needed for the matriculation examination of the 
University of London, up to the standard required for that examination. 
D.- As to degrees. 


in Science. 


have liberty to prepare for degrees in Science. 
7. Federation proposals. 
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1. A new institution shall be formed to be called the West of England 
University and Technical College. 

2. It shall consist of: 

(a) The U.C.B. comprising the Faculties of Arts, Law, Medicine, Music, 
Theology, Literature, and Pure Science; and 

(b) The M.V.T.C., comprising the Faculties of Applied Science, Technology, 
Applied Art, and Commerce. 

3. Each college shall continue to be autonomous and financially independent 
of the other, except in so far as hereafter provided. Both colleges shall be bound by 
the scheme of delimitation. 

4. The governing body of the West of England U. & T.C. shall be composed 
of an equal number of representatives of the governors of either college respectively, 
the respective Principals of both colleges, and representatives of the Technical 
Instruction Committee of the City of Bristol. Its powers shall be: 

(a) To consider matters affecting the welfare of the W. of E. U. & TC. 
as a whole; to make representations in regard thereto to the governors of both the 
constituent colleges; and in particular, to act as arbitrator between the two colleges, 
in the event of a difference of opinion arising as to the meaning of clauses in the 
agreement for delimitation, which must be concluded between them; and 

(b) To apply for, receive, and, subject to clause 5 below, to divide between 
the two constituent colleges such sums as the Government may from time to 
time allot to the W. of E. U. & T.C., as one of the university colleges of Great 
Britain. 

5. In distributing the grant named in the preceding clause the governing 
body shall so divide it between the two constituent colleges as that — after providing 
for U.C.B. a sum of £1,200, being the amount of the Treasury grant which it now 
receives, and for M.V.T.C. a sum of £400, as an equivalent of the grant from the 
Science and Art Department in respect of its senior day students, which would cease 
on federation — the balance of the grant received in any year should be so divided as 
that the whole share of the grant paid to U.C.B. in that year shall be £500 more than 
the whole share paid to M.V.T.C. 

6. The S.M.V. shall purchase the Engineering equipment of U.C.B. at a 
valuation. 

G.H. Pope. 

W.W. Ward. 

J. Wertheimer. 


[BRO, SMV/5/5/3/13, pp. 53-5 (printed).] [> 332] 
[330] 19 December 1898. Roberts to Rafter 


Clothworkers’ Hall, Mincing Lane, E.C. 
19th Dec. 1898. 
Dear Sir, 

I am to point out that inasmuch as the subvention of the Company to University 
College, Bristol, was originally made for the purpose of endeavouring to secure 
technical instruction bearing on the clothworking industries in the Stroud valley, 
which object has not been and cannot be fulfilled, it is probable that the present 
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subscription of £100 which expires with the current quinquennium in 1901, will not 
be renewed.*"* 

The Company are now instituting leaving exhibitions from the Marling School, 
Stroud, tenable at the Textile Industries and Dyeing Departments of the Yorkshire 
College which they consider a better application of the funds at their disposal .*!° 

I may also add, to avoid any possible misconception, that the proposed constitution 
of a West of England University or of affiliation of the University College, Bristol, 
to any university present or future, is a project with which the Company can have no 
connexion or interest. 

I am, dear Sir, yours faithfully, 

(signed) Owen Roberts, The Clerk to the Company. 


[UBSC, DM 506/55, pp. 362-3 (MS copy); in minutes of Local Executive Committee, 
1 Feb. 1899, where recorded that, the Secretary having acknowledged the letter, it 
was resolved that ‘no immediate action was necessary’ .] 


[331] 15 February 1899. Council minutes 


[Duplicated MS] 
Lady Tutor 
Suggestions of Ladies Committee 

1. That a Lady Tutor be appointed to supervise the attendance, work and College 
life of the women students. 

2. That she should undertake tutorial work and be competent to lecture in at least 
one subject, and should perform such other cognate duties as the Council may from 
time to time require. 

3. That preference be given to one who has obtained honours at Oxford or 
Cambridge, and that the salary should not be less than £200 per annum. 

4. That she should not undertake any remunerative work other than the above 
without the consent of the Council. 

5. That arrangements should be made that she have the use of a private room 
at such times as may be found convenient where she can be consulted by women 
students. 

Duties in special 

(a) That she should see all women students at the beginning of each term and be 
ready to advise with them as regards their work and life, for example respecting 
the lectures they should attend, the number of hours they should work and the best 
conditions under which they can work at home. 

(b) That she should apply severally to the professors and lecturers for periodical 
reports of the work of the students. 

(c) That she should use such reports at her discretion in her advice with each 
student. 

(d) That she should consult with the professors with regard to the provision of 
private tuition if it be necessary. 


“4 Tn the event it was, but only for three years [367]. 

415 Wicks, Marling School, pp. 165, 235-6. The Yorkshire College became the main focus of the 
Company’s educational patronage: Girtin, Golden Ram, pp. 249-50, 260; Shimmin, Univ. of Leeds, pp. 
18, 28. 
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(e) That she should take an active part in the meetings, debates etc. of the women 
students. 

(f) That she should keep a register of lodgings suitable for students and that no 
student not living with friends should be allowed to live in lodgings not approved by 
her. 

[In MS] Resolved: 

That a sub-committee be appointed with instructions to invite applications for the 
post of Lady Tutor and to recommend not more than three suitable candidates at the 
next meeting of Council. 

That Miss Burns, Miss Cocks and Miss M.F. Pease be requested to act on that 
sub-committee in conjunction with Mr Albert Fry, the Bishop of Bristol, Mr J.W. 
Arrowsmith and the Principal. 


[UBSC, DM 506/58, pp. 301-2 (duplicated MS impasted and MS).] [> 341] 


[332] 20 February 1899. Rejection by the UCB negotiators of SMV’s scheme 
for federation 


Private and Confidential. 

February 20th, 1899. 
Reasons why the representatives of University College, Bristol, are unable to 
recommend to their Council the adoption of the scheme set forth in the memorandum 
of the representatives of the Merchant Venturers’ Society, dated 14th December, 
1898 [329]. 

1-3. [Rehearsal of the history of UCB and its curriculum.] 

4. Apart from considerations arising out of the history of the College and its 
priority in the field of higher technical education in Bristol, we are of opinion that 
the combination of technical instruction with general culture is right in principle. 
It forms a distinct note in the English university college system. Arguments drawn 
from the institutions of Germany and America, which have grown up under different 
conditions, are scarcely to the point; but we may note that there is a strong movement 
in Germany towards the introduction of Technical Chemistry into the university 
curriculum. In any case we are of opinion that the English university college system 
is well suited to the conditions of English provincial education. 

5. With regard to the preparation of students for degrees in Science, we strongly 
urge that this is the proper sphere of work in University College, and, since the 
number of students in Bristol does not justify duplication of classes, should be so 
regarded in any co-ordination of the work of the the two institutions. We here only 
suggest such an arrangement as obtains in other provincial centres. 

[Detail from Birmingham, Manchester and Sheffield.] 

We are convinced that had the list of subjects which the representatives of the 
Merchant Venturers’ Technical College suggest as those peculiar to University 
College, Bristol been submitted to the original promoters of the ‘College of Science 
and Literature’, it would have been deemed insufficient and ill-adapted to the needs 
of Bristol. By the division of work proposed in the memorandum of December 
14th, 1898, University College is asked to give up much; the Merchant Venturers’ 
Technical College, little or nothing. Overlap is to be prevented by assigning to one 
institution practically the whole of the territory in dispute. We are not prepared to 
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recommend to the Council of University College the relinquishment of an important 
sphere of work and usefulness in return for a possibly increased share of Treasury 
grant. 

Albert Fry. 

J.W. Arrowsmith. 

C. Lloyd Morgan. 


[BRO, SMV/5/5/3/13, ff. 56-7 (printed); see McGrath, MVB, pp. 382-3.] [> 338] 
[333] 24 February 1899. Faculty of Arts and Science minutes. 


[After other business] It was reported that firearms had been seen or heard in the 

College, and it was resolved that the Principal should see any students who were 

known to have introduced them, and should give notice that they were forbidden. 
[Signed] C. Lloyd Morgan. 


[UBSC, DM 506/32 (MS).] 
[334] 24 February 1899. House Committee minutes 


[Among other business] Smoking room. Tables damaged. The Principal attended and 
reported the breakage of 2 tables in the smoking room. Resolved: 

That the students who caused the damage be let off with a reprimand from the 
Principal. 

That the heavy mosaic tops be replaced by mahogany ones at a cost of 8/- each. 

Chess Club. It was further resolved: 

That the Principal shall be authorised to allow the members of the newly formed 
Chess Club to play until 9.45 p.m. on one evening a week, the Porter to lock up the 
College at 10 o’clock, and that if the Porter raises any objection to this he be referred 
to the House Committee .“!° 


[UBSC, DM 506/14, pp. 218-19 (MS).] 
[335] 11 March 1899. Circular from promoters of Colston Educational Society 


Colston Educational Society. 
(Proposed title) 
University College, Bristol, 
March 11th, 1899. 
Dear Sir or Madam, 

You are invited to attend a meeting to be held at the University College, Bristol, on 
Thursday, April 13th, at four o’clock in the afternoon, for the purpose of discussing 
and, if thought fit, establishing a Society bearing the title above suggested. The 
object of the Society will be to raise funds for the purpose of assisting the Bristol 
University College, either by the endowment of Colston Chairs or by handing to the 
Sustentation Fund of the College such sums as may be subscribed to the Society. 

Before the present step was taken, representatives from the University College met 


416 A new Porter, Henry George Couling, was appointed on 21 April: UBSC, DM 506/14, p. 220. 
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the Presidents of the Colston Societies (the Dolphin, the Anchor, and the Grateful) 
with the view of requesting permission to send a circular to the subscribers of each 
Society asking their approval of a grant being made to University College. The only 
Society assenting to this request was the Anchor, and the replies were on the whole 
so favourable that the Committee very generously handed a substantial donation to 
the University College.*"’ 

A great number of subscribers to each of the present Societies, however, believe 
the time has come when a claim may be made on behalf of education, and that the 
total amount collected in November of each year should not be given wholly in 
annuities or doles. On reading the list of Colston’s benefactions as given in Garrard’s 
Life of Colston, it will be seen that he devoted a much larger portion of money to the 
cause of education than to any other object; and on the third page of this circular will 
be found, divided under three heads, this list of benefactions, by which this statement 
may be verified.*’* 

It may be fairly assumed that if Colston had lived at the present day, at a time when 
elementary education is sufficiently cared for by the State, his sympathies would 
have been with the higher education of the people — such education as is supplied by 
the Bristol University College. 

Having said this much with regard to what we believe would be Colston’s wish, 
we beg to print two of the paragraphs from the circular sent to the subscribers of the 
Anchor Society, which, very shortly, sum up the claims of University College upon 
the citizens of Bristol: 

‘Commenced in 1876, the College was founded for the purpose of supplying to 
persons of both sexes above the ordinary school age the opportunity of continuing 
their studies in Science, Languages, History, and Literature. During the time it has 
been open 10,000 students have passed through, receving instruction second to no 
college of similar standing in the kingdom, and yet the amount received in fees is 
only sufficient to about half pay the salaries of the staff. This being so, the balance 
has to be obtained by subscriptions from citizens or by some other means, and the 
Government, recognising the immense benefit derived from such colleges in various 
parts of the country, have made grants in proportion to the local subscriptions of the 
sustentation fund. Bristol, unfortunately, has a very small subscription list, and as a 
consequence she receives the sum of £1,200 per annum only from the Government as 
compared with sums varying from £2,000 to £4,000 to similar colleges in other parts 
of the kingdom. 

By assisting the College a great stimulus to the work of higher education in our 
midst will be given, and will at the same time enable Bristol to enjoy a larger and 
more equitable share of the imperial grant to university colleges.’ 

It will be proposed that in November of each year there shall be a dinner, somewhat 
on the lines of the present Colston dinners, the date of which will be fixed after the 
Society has been inaugurated, and to whom some well-known educationalist and 
distinguished visitors shall be annually invited. 


“7 The Anchor’s donation was £250, as reported to the Council on 15 February: UBSC, DM 506/58, p. 
299. The Society was Liberal, the Dolphin Tory, the Grateful supposedly neutral. Behind this approach 
were J.W. Arrowsmith and Walter Reid, owner of the Western Daily Press: Carleton, University for 
Bristol, p. 13. 

“8 Only the first two pages of the circular (as here printed) are extant, and when seen (2018) had become 
detached from the album. The reference is to T. Garrard, Edward Colston, the Philanthropist: His Life and 
Times (1852); there is no actual list. 
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It is suggested that collections shall then be made, and that the usual subscription 
of one guinea and upwards be solicited. 

The Society is not intended to interfere in any way with the present Colston 
Societies, but there can be no doubt that many friends of the educational movement 
will join who at present do not belong to any of the other organisations, and in a great 
many instances those who are members of the other Societies will very gladly extend 
their sympathies to the Colston Educational Society, which will not in any degree be 
sectarian or political. 

In case you cannot attend the meeting, may we ask you to kindly fill up the 
accompanying form and return in enclosed envelope? 

Herbert Ashman, Mayor 3° 

Charles Wills, High Sheriff. 

J. Hereford, President, 
Albert Fry, Chairman, 
M.G. Glazebrook. 


} Bristol University College. 


[UBSC, DM 526/1 (printed).] [> 343] 
[336] 18 March 1899. Proctor Baker to Pope 


Sandhill Park, Nr Taunton, 6 miles. 
18 March 1899. 
My dear Treasurer, 

I have read your memorandum ad usum of our committee and verified all the 
references by perusal of the original documents, and find that you have accurately 
‘reduced’ the whole of them. Does it not come to this: U.C.B. demands our giving 
up our preparation for degrees of our students, by which degrees they acquire a 
sort of hall mark, though their actual work may not be much different to that which 
M.V.C. would otherwise give them; but U.C.B. is to have a monopoly of sending 
us students, to be ‘stamped’ selon Fry & co. I think another nasty hit may be made 
if historical topics are to weigh, viz. that the founders did not dream of educating 
Bristol students only, but looked for students from the great field enumerated in their 
original prospectus; and that field has failed to supply them with students or money; 
hence these tears. One does not like to leave an opponent with the last word, but apart 
from this dislike I don’t know what <reason there is for more> to be said. 

I seem to have Thursday free for School Board agreement &c., so ‘wired’ you. I 
have a rough copy of the draft. We might discuss Wertheimer’s engine &c. on the 
same occasion. [> 380] 

Yours truly, 

W. Proctor Baker. 


[BRO, SMV/5/5/4/32 (holograph).] 


+ Also incumbent President of the Anchor Society; knighted on Queen Victoria’s visit in November and 
made the City’s first Lord Mayor. 
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[337] 27 March 1899. FitzRoy to Percival 


Privy Council Office, London. 
27th March 1899. 
My Lord, 

I have the honour to acknowledge the receipt of a letter dated the 24th instant, 
signed by your Lordship and other officers of the University College, Bristol, and I 
beg leave to inform you that in the event of a receipt of an application for the grant of 
a charter for the incorporation of a University for Birmingham, notice thereof shall 
be given to the authorities of the College. 

Iam, my Lord, your Lordship’s obedient servant, 

(signed) A.W. FitzRoy. 


[UBSC, DM 506/55, p. 372 (MS); copied into Local Executive Committee minutes 
of 3 May.] [> 350] 


[338] 12 April 1899. Memorandum from SMV 


Merchant Venturers’ Technical College. 
12th April 1899. 

1. The memorandum dated 20th February 1899 [332] and giving ‘reasons why 
the representatives of University College, Bristol, are unable to recommend to their 
Council the adoption of the scheme set forth in the memorandum of the representatives 
of the Merchant Venturers’ Society, dated 14th December 1898 [329]’, contains many 
statements, opinions and assumptions which the representatives of the Merchant 
Venturers believe to be inaccurate and unfounded; and, inasmuch as a full reply to 
them would involve a recapitulation of much that has been put forward on behalf 
of the Society during a correspondence extending over more than two years, it will 
not be thought discourteous if most of them are not specifically mentioned now; but 
absence of mention must not be taken to imply that any of them is admitted. 

2. Two observations, however, must be made at once upon the last clause of the 
memorandum. 

In the first place, it has been suggested that the list of subjects set down in the 
scheme as ‘peculiar to the University College, Bristol’ is sufficient for that College; 
the actual suggestion in the scheme being that those subjects, added to the other 
important ones set down as common to it and the Technical College, would form for 
it a proper sphere of work — which is, of course, very different. 

In the second place, it is misleading to say that ‘by the division of work proposed, 
University College is asked to give up much; the Merchant Venturers’ Technical 
College little or nothing’; and again, to speak of recommending ‘the relinquishment 
of an important sphere of work and usefulness in return for a possibly increased share 
of Treasury grant’. 

Apart from Engineering, the Society’s College was, under the scheme, to give 
up, or bind itself not to undertake, much more than was to be renounced by the 
University College; and, as regards Engineering, the proposal really was that the 
University College should discontinue this work, in favour of the Society’s College, 
provided that the Society should, in return, enable the University College to obtain, 
by means of an increased Treasury grant, such a substantial improvement of its 
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income as would render it financially stable — a matter which was understood to be 
of vital importance to that College. 

An increase of Treasury grant sufficient for this purpose was assumed as the 
foundation of the proposed arrangement (as is abundantly evident throughout the 
memorandum containing the scheme) and, if this sufficient increase were not to be 
obtained, the consideration for the bargain would fail and the proposal fall through. 

There was no suggestion that anything should be relinquished for a merely possible 
consideration. 

3. To pass to the main questions at issue between the negociating parties; these are 

First: shall the University College, for an adequate consideration, give up its 
Engineering work, so as to strengthen the Technical College? and 

Second: shall the Merchant Venturers voluntarily give up the right to send in 
students for degrees in Science — the only degrees now existing which certify, like a 
‘hall mark’, the genuineness of their education and the soundness of their knowledge 
— until the establishment of other purely technical degrees, which will effect this 
equally well? 

4.To the first question the representatives of the University College reply ‘No. We 
are of opinion that our Council have no right to do this’; and if, in fact, there be no 
right, the reply is, of course, conclusive. 

5. To the second question the representatives of the Merchant Venturers make 
a similar reply, and they make it as much in the interest of technical instruction in 
Bristol as in that of the Society which they represent. 

The best technical institutes at home and abroad (and a Bristol institute must 
aim at being one of them) give an education which, in its highest branches, is on a 
university level; and many among them prepare their students for degrees, as witness 
those at Battersea, East London, Chelsea, Huddersfield, Montreal, Chicago, Boston 
and elsewhere .*”° 

Hitherto the Merchant Venturers have done no more in respect of degrees than 
offer preparation for one only, that in Science, because this is the only one absolutely 
essential to their work, and, if they were to forego this necessary minimum, the status 
of their College would at once be lowered and all hope of its standing in the first rank 
would disappear. 

The public loss therely entailed, as well as the serious loss of educational 
advantages to local students of limited means, which would accompany it, could bring 
no corresponding benefit to the University College, for the pending negociations 
have shewn that, if the whole of the Merchant Venturers’ senior day classes were 
abolished, and not merely those concerned with the preparation for degrees, the 
number of the dismissed students who would be able to proceed to that College 
would be very small indeed. 

And even if such were not the case, and the University College could reasonably 
hope for substantial gain from the ruin of the classes in question, it is difficult to 
understand upon what principle its representatives could urge their suppression, 
for they themselves have already suggested, in a recent memorandum [329], that 
whenever the technical degrees before alluded to are instituted (as it is hoped may 
ultimately happen) the Technical College should prepare its students for them, and 


°° Referring respectively to the then Battersea Polytechnic, West Ham Technical Institute, South-Western 
Polytechnic Institute, Huddersfield Technical College, Polytechnique Montréal, the Armour and Lewis 
Institutes in Chicago, and Massachusetts Institute of Technology. 
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no difference in principle can be established between preparing for these expected 
degrees and preparing for the one degree which is their temporary substitute, and 
which supplies the only machinery as yet available for stamping technical students 
with the ‘hall mark’ referred to above. 

6. The wish of the Merchant Venturers, as is well known, is to provide Bristol with 
a technical institute as complete and efficient, in a comparatively small way, as the 
best of those to be found in any part of the world, and, bearing this wish in mind, 
the representatives of the Society cannot consent to any proposal which, like the one 
under discussion, would prevent, or indefinitely postpone, its realization. 

G.H. Pope, 

W.W. Ward, 

J. Wertheimer. 


[BRO, SMV/5/5/3/12, ff. 68-9 (printed).] [> 340] 
[339] 16 May 1899. The Head Master of Clifton to Lloyd Morgan 


Clifton College, Bristol. 
May 16 1899. 
My dear Lloyd Morgan, 
Please accept my hearty congratulations upon your election to the Royal Society. 
It is a distinction which we all feel to be your due, and I believe that half your own 
pleasure will come from the knowledge that the judgment of the Society is strongly 
endorsed by your friends. 
Ihave an additional reason for rejoicing, in the reflection that an honour conferred 
upon the Principal lends credit to the College.””' 
Believe me, yours truly, 
M.G. Glazebroook. 


[UBSC, DM 128/116 (holograph).] 
[340] 17 May 1899. Council minutes 


[After other business] The following report of the sub-committee appointed to confer 
with representatives of the Merchant Venturers’ Technical College on the question of 
overlap having been read, it was resolved: 

That the general line taken by the committee receive the approval of the Council, 
who hope that by further negotiation the committee may arrive at a working 
agreement. 


[Printed] 

STRICTLY PRIVATE AND CONFIDENTIAL. 

1. Our proposal with regard to an amalgamation of the Bristol University College 
and the Merchant Venturers Technical College under joint management having been 


met with a non possumus; 
And 


“! The formal election was on | June. Among the many who sent their congratulations were William 
Ramsay, Lewis Fry, and Albert Fry: UBSC, DM 128/106, 112, 120. 
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2. The suggestion that University College should give up its Engineering School 
and all its work in Applied Science being one to which, in our opinion, the Council 
of University College could not consent; 

3. It remains to consider whether by mutual concessions a compromise cannot be 
arrived at. 

4. As a basis for discussion we suggest: 

(a) That University College discontinue its Engineering workshop instruction (it 
being understood that work with the testing machine and experimental and research 
work be still continued); all evening work in Engineering, Mechanical Drawing, &c.; 
all evening work in Chemistry and Physics, save that for (1) degree students and (2) 
teachers. 

(b) That the Merchant Venturers’ Technical College discontinue its course for the 
preliminary scientific examination of the University of London; all work (day and 
evening) in Zoology and Botany (save in the case of pharmaceutical students); and 
the recently instituted evening class in Music. 

5. There remains the question of preparation for the intermediate scientific and 
B.Sc. examinations of the University of London. Since these examinations are 
not, under existing circumstances, conducted on technical lines, we regard the 
preparation for them as unquestionably falling within the sphere of work undertaken 
by University College. It is the duplication of teaching staff for such purposes that 
we regard as waste of energy in Bristol. 

6. We suggest that the preparation for these examinations at present be carried on 
at University College, on the understanding that should the University of London or 
other body institute a degree in commercial subjects, the preparation for such degree 
be carried on at the Merchant Venturers’ Technical College; and that should a degree 
in Engineering be instituted, the preparation be conducted in both Colleges.* 

Albert Fry. 

J.W. Arrowsmith. 

C. Lloyd Morgan. 

* In the case of any student passing from the Merchant Venturers’ Technical College 
to University College to prepare for his Science degree, he shall be entered as from 
both colleges. 

[In MS] 

The Principal reported that a conference between representatives of the Merchant 
Venturers’ Technical College, the Bristol School Board and the School of Art, Queen’s 
Road, had resulted in an agreement being drawn up whereby their respective spheres 
of work were delimited. He had put forward the claim of the College to recognition 
respecting certain of its evening Science classes and as a consequence a note had 
been added to the agreement. 


[UBSC, DM 506/58, pp. 308-9 (MS with printed paper impasted).] [> 342] 
[341] 31 May 1899. Council minutes 


[Presence.] 

Before proceeding to the business of the meeting the question whether the term 
‘Lady Tutor’ as advertised should be adhered to or not was discussed and the title 
finally adopted. 
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The committee of selection reported that 50 applications for the post of Lady 
Tutor had been received and that the following ladies had been selected to appear 
before the Council viz. Miss M. Rosamond Earle, Miss Hilda M.M. Lane and Miss 
Margaret F. Skeat. 

These candidates were thereupon interviewed, after which it was resolved: 

That Miss Earle be appointed Lady Tutor at the salary of £200 per annum from the 
1st October 1899; and that the engagement be terminable by three months’ written 
notice on either side, such notice to date from the end of the quarter in which it is 
given”? 


[UBSC, DM 506/58, p. 313 (MS).] 
[342] 13 July 1899. Memorandum from UCB to SMV 


University College, Bristol. 

July 13th, 1899. 
The sub-committee appointed by the Council of University College to confer with 
representatives of the governing body of the Merchant Venturers’ Technical College 
as to the overlapping of the work of the two institutions reported at a recent meeting 
of the Council the result of the meetings and correspondence between the two bodies 
[<4340]. The Council approved of the action taken by their representatives, and 
regret was expressed at the small progress made as a result of the conferences. 

The sub-committee were requested to continue their work, so that, if possible, an 
arrangement should be come to which would be acceptable to the governing bodies 
of the two institutions. 

Acting on these instructions, they beg therefore to submit the under-mentioned 
heads of agreement: 

From interviews, conversation and correspondence it appears: 

1. That the Council of University College is not prepared to give up Engineering 
work and instruction in Applied Science. 

2. That the Merchant Venturers’ Technical College is not prepared to give up the 
preparation of students for degrees in Science. 

This being the case, the representatives of University College suggest for further 
consideration: 

1. That the Council of University College give up all preparation for the 
examinations of the Science and Art Department in the evening classes held at the 
College (save in Zoology and Botany), and so modify their evening scheme of work 
as shall diminish overlap at the two colleges. 

2. That the Merchant Venturers’ Technical College give up (a) preparation for 
the preliminary Scientific examination — an examination which is a step towards a 
medical degree; (b) preparation in Zoology and Botany for the intermediate (B.Sc.) 
examination; (c) the recently established evening classes in Music. 

If such arrangement as here indicated can be carried out, it is further suggested with 
a view to the future that a consultative committee (consisting of [blank] members 
of the Merchant Venturers’ Society, [blank] members of the Council of University 
College, and [blank] members of the Technical Instruction Committee of the Town 


2 Earle, whose father was Rawlinson Professor of Anglo-Saxon at Oxford and a Canon of Wells, had 
herself studied and taught at Newnham: Dryhouse, No Distinction, pp. 59, 65, 222. 
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Council) be formed to further the harmonizing of the work of the two colleges, and to 
consider matters affecting the University, and higher technical education in the West 
of England, it being agreed that all proposals for new classes or courses of instruction 
in either college be first discussed by the consultative committee. 

Albert Fry. 

J.W. Arrowsmith. 

C. Lloyd Morgan. 


[BRO, SMV/5/5/4/32 (printed).] [> 344.] 
[343] 15 August 1899. Percival to James Bryce 


The Palace, Hereford. 
Aug. 15. 1899. 
Dear Bryce, 

I am writing this to beg a favour.’” 

Next December there will be held in Bristol the first dinner of the ‘University 
College Colston Society’, which has just been formed in true Bristol fashion 
according to the model of the well known political Colston societies for the benefit 
of University College, as the representative of higher education in the City [335], and 
the Committee has invited me to be the first President and chairman at the dinner. 

My duty will be to get as many people as possible to attend the dinner and to 
subscribe their guineas, but to do this I must first of all find a chief guest from the 
outside who will be likely to attract and to speak with educational weight, and my 
hope and desire is that you will do us the favour of coming in that capacity. If you 
can come, I feel sure you will be ready thus to help a good cause, which needs help, 
and Lewis Fry will write to offer you hospitality. The time proposed is some evening 
in or near the first week of December — the exact date could be fixed to suit your 
convenience. 

I have an impression that you are somewhere in Switzerland breathing a more 
bracing air than ours, but I shall trust the post to carry this so as to reach you. 

With best regards to Mrs Bryce, 

Yours sincerely, 
J. Hereford. 


[Bodl., MSS Bryce 117, ff. 150-1 (holograph).] [> 345] 
[344] 19 September 1899. Memorandum by SMV 


Merchant Venturers’ Technical College. 
19th September, 1899. 
The undersigned representatives of the Merchant Venturers’ Technical College 
have received and considered the memorandum, dated the 13th July last [342], and 
are sorry that, owing to the vacation, which began on the 21st July and has but lately 
ended, they have been unable to return an earlier reply. 


*3 Bryce had been Fellow of Oriel and Regius Professor of Civil Law during Percival’s presidency of 
Trinity, of which he was himself also a member. 
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It will be remembered: 

(1) That the sole object of the present negociations is to do away with the 
‘overlapping’ or ‘unnecessary duplication of similar classes’, alleged to exist 
between the colleges and regarded by the Council of University College as ‘giving 
rise to waste of money and energy’; and 

(2) That, during the negociations, it was shewn that only an extremely small 
number of Bristol students in the senior day classes of the Society’s College were 
in a position to attend the corresponding classes at University College, owing to the 
higher fees there charged; while every student of University College could, if he 
would, attend the Society’s College. 

Inasmuch, then, as the classes in question at University College cannot, for 
the reason just mentioned, serve all students of both colleges, whereas those of 
the Society’s college can do so, the representatives of the Society contend that, if 
either set of classes be unnecessary, it is the former, and that whatever unnecessary 
duplication or overlapping exists, is due to University College and can be remedied 
by that College only. 

The proposals for delimitation, set forth on behalf of the Society in the scheme 
of the 14th December last [329], provided the remedy, by suggesting a surrender of 
these overlapping clases and provided also — with a view to the complete removal 
and lasting prevention of all cause of complaint on either side — that the Society 
should not only cease teaching certain subjects which, though ‘technical’ within the 
meaning of the Technical Instruction Acts, are only outlying portions, so to speak, 
of the field of technical instruction, but should also bind itself not to teach in the 
future numerous other subjects which, as times goes on [sic], might be conveniently 
included within its sphere of work. 

The acceptance of these proposals would have secured the object of these 
negociations and other advantages; the rejection of them by the Council of University 
College renders this object unattainable. 

If the representatives of that College abandon the pursuit of it, but still think it 
worthwhile to discuss the exchange of two or three relatively unimportant classes, 
the undersigned are ready to negociate anew, only asking that any exchange proposed 
shall be one of approximately equal values; but, in order that, before the discussion 
begins, they may clearly understand the suggestions for further consideration 
contained in their memorandum, they ask to be informed whether University College 
offers to hold no more evening classes in the Science subjects mentioned in the 
Directory of the Department of Science and Art (save Zoology and Botany); what is 
the nature and modification of the evening scheme of work referred to; and what day 
classes, if any, University College is willing to surrender in exchange for those day 
classes which the Society is asked to give up. 

With regard to the establishment of a joint committee, it may be remarked that, 
while a committee of this kind, with well defined duties and powers, was essential 
to the rejected scheme and was, therefore, proposed in it, the usefulness of the 
committee, in the absence of such a scheme, is not immediately apparent. 

G.H. Pope. 

W.W. Ward. 

J. Wertheimer. 


[BRO, SMV/5/5/3/13, ff. 65-6 (printed).] [> 347] 
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[345] 19 October 1899. Percival to Bryce 


The Palace, Hereford. 
Oct. 19. 1899. 
Dear Bryce, 

My Bristol friends are very anxious for me to tell them that they may calculate on 
your coming to our Univ. Coll. Club dinner in [November deleted] December, and I 
hope we are right in relying on your kindness [<4 343]. 

If you can fix any day in the first half of December, preferably in the second week, 
I should like to tell them of it. 

We shall be very grateful to you for coming. The admissions in Chamberlain’s 
speech are very surprising, and if I hear them aright, should be humiliating both to 
him and the whole Cabinet.“ 

Yours sincerely, 

J. Hereford. 


[Bodl., MSS Bryce 117, ff. 152-3 (holograph).] 


[346] 15 November 1899. Invitation from Percival to the first University 
College Colston Society dinner 


University College Colston Society. 
The Palace, Hereford. 
November 15th, 1899. 
Dear Sir, 

The first annual dinner in connection with the University College Colston Society 
will take place at the Clifton Spa,*”° on Thursday, December 7th, at 7.30 p.m. sharp. 
Price of tickets, exclusive of wine, 7/6. The Right Hon. James Bryce, M.P., will be 
the guest of the evening, and I beg the honour of your presence on the occasion. 

I may perhaps remind you that the formation of the Society is the outcome of a 
public meeting held in April of this year, and is for the purpose of ‘the endowment of 
Colston chairs in connection with University College, Bristol, or assisting University 
College, Bristol, in such other manner as the Committee of the Society may approve’. 

Should you be unable to attend the dinner, I venture to ask you to give us the 
support of your name as a subscriber to this effort on behalf of an educational 
institution which is doing such good work for the city. 

I shall be happy to receive any subscription you may be kind enough to send, and 
if you feel that you can hold out hope of its being made annual, this will add greatly 
to its practical value and I shall feel additionally grateful.“”° 

Believe me, dear Sir, yours faithfully, 

J. Hereford, President. 


“4 Chamberlain (Colonial Secretary) had that day defended the rejection of the Boer republics’ ultimatum: 
Parliamentary. Debates, House of Commons (1899), vol. 77, cc. 254-342. Bryce, who had recently visited 
South Africa, strongly opposed the war. 

“> The Grand Spa (now Avon Gorge) Hotel, which had opened in the previous year. 

#6 A collection at the dinner produced £405 2s 6d, a sum matched in successive years: HJ. Wilkins, 
Edward Colston [1636-1721 A.D.]: A Chronicle of his Life and Work (Bristol, 1920), pp. 117-18. 


Section IV: Overlapping 239 


[UBSC, DM 526/1 (printed); this copy marked up in pencil with alterations for 
invitation to the second dinner, in ‘the new Hall’ of University College on 15 Jan. 
1901.] [> 348] 


[347] 6 December 1899. Memorandum by UCB representatives to SMV 


University College, Bristol 
December 6th, 1899. 
We have carefully considered your memorandum of the 19th September [344], and 
have consulted the Council of University College, thereon. It had seemed to us that 
our suggestions, dated July 13th [342], afforded a basis for a preliminary agreement 
which might hereafter be broadened if a joint committee were formed. 

Since, however, you are of opinion that Preliminary Science classes in preparation 
for a medical degree cannot be surrendered by the Merchant Venturers’ Technical 
College unless University College surrender an equivalent in day classes, and since 
you are further of opinion that unless University College surrender the Engineering 
and higher technical classes which formed an important part of its original 
programme the usefulness of a joint committee is not immediately apparent, we feel 
that negociations are not at present likely to result in a successful issue. 

At the same time we beg to assure you that we shall always be ready to consider 
any scheme that may seem to us equitable for the co-ordination of the university and 
technical instruction in Bristol. 

(signed) Albert Fry. 

J.W. Arrowsmith. 
C. Lloyd Morgan. 


[BRO, SMV/5/5/3/13, f. 83 (typescript copy).] [P 349] 


[348] 7 December 1899. Menu card for first University College Colston 
Society dinner 


University College Colston Society. 

First Annual Dinner. 

Clifton Spa, 
on Thursday, Dec. 7th, 1899, 
at 7.30 sharp. 
President: 
The Right Rev. the Lord Bishop of Hereford. 
Guest of the evening: 
The Rt Hon. James Bryce, M.P.*”’ 


Menu 
Clear Mock Turtle Soup 
Soup a la Reine 
* 
Boiled Brill Lobster Sauce 


Fried Smelts Tartare Sauce 
* 


“7 Bryce endorsed the idea of making Bristol the seat of a Western University: Sherborne, UCB, p. 20. 
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Sirloin Beef Haunch Mutton 
Roast Turkey and Sausages 
Roast Goose Apple Sauce 

Ox Tongue 
ok 


Pheasant Partridge 
ok 


Cranberry and Apple Tart with Custard 
Coffee Cream Compéte Fruit 
Ey 


Savoury Eggs 
ok 
Strawberry Cream Ice 
Ey 
Dessert Coffee 


Toast List 
“The Queen and the rest of the Royal Family.’ 
Proposer — The President. 

“Ministers of all Denominations.’ 
Proposer — Sir W.H. Wills, Bart., M.P. 
Responders — The Lord Bishop of Bristol. 

Rev. R. Glover, D.D. 
“The Pious Memory of Edward Colston.’ 
Proposer — The President. 
“Our City.’ 

Proposer — W.R. Barker, J.P. 
Responders — The Right Hon. the Lord Mayor. 
The High Sheriff. 

‘Our Guest.’ 

Proposer — Lewis Fry, M.P. 
Responder — The Right Hon. James Bryce, MP. 
“The President.’ 

Proposer — Prof. C. Lloyd Morgan, F.R.S. 
Responder — The President, who 
will introduce Mr Albert Fry, President for 1900. 


[UBSC, DM 526/1 (printed); wine list omitted] 
[349] 21 December 1899. Memorandum by SMV representatives to UCB 


Merchant Venturers’ Technical College. 

21 December, 1899. 

The memorandum of the 19th September last [344] was not intended to convey all 
that the memorandum of the 6th December instant [347] assumes it to mean. 

As regards Engineering, however, the Merchant Venturers hold fast to their belief 

that, if there is to be co-ordination of work at all, only such as shall assign to the 

Technical College the whole of technical instruction (strictly so called) will be of 
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any advantage to Bristol, and they will always be unable to accept proposals for co- 
ordination on any other principle. 

The undersigned regret that the negociations are not likely to result in a successful 
issue during what remains of the present year, but they still cherish a hope that the 
century may not come to a close before such an issue has been reached." 

G.H. Pope. 

W.W. Ward. 

J. Wertheimer. 


[BRO, SMV/5/5/3/13, f. 84 (printed).] [> 351] 
[350] 7 February 1900. Local Executive Committee minutes 


[After other business] The Principal reported that the President of the College 
had received from the Clerk of the Privy Council a copy of the draft charter for 
the University of Birmingham [< 337], and that a communication, signed by 
the President, the Chairman of the Council and himself, had been sent in return 
requesting that in view of any future petition which University College, Bristol, or 
other incorporated body or bodies may make to obtain a charter for a West of England 
University, it be placed on record that University College, Bristol, was prepared to 
co-operate with other colleges in a scheme for the federation of such colleges in a 
university similar in constitution to the Victoria University. 


[UBSC, DM 506/55, p. 395 (MS).] 
[351] 21 February 1900. Council minutes 


[After other business] The Principal gave the purport of certain unofficial conversations 
he had had with Professor Wertheimer according to which there appeared to be some 
possibility of the two colleges concerned uniting on the lines of federation. 

The Principal was requested to continue negociations on his own responsibility on 
the understanding that the Council were not to be committed to any scheme. 

[Other business.] 

A communication has been forwarded to the representatives of the Merchant 
Venturers’ Technical College assuring them that the Council of the College will 
always be ready to consider any scheme that may seem to the Council equitable for 
the co-ordination of the university and technical instruction in Bristol [347]. 


[UBSC, DM 506/58, pp. 338, 339 (MS).] 
[352] 28 February 1900. Lloyd Morgan to Jose 


University College, Bristol, 
28th February, 1900. 
To the Chairman of the Technical Instruction Committee. 
My dear Sir, 
As a member of the Technical Instruction Committee, I have received a copy of 


“8 Assuming correctly that the 19th century would end on 31 December 1900. 
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a letter addressed to you by Mr George Pope on behalf of the Society of Merchant 
Venturers.*” In that letter there is given (without notice thereof to the authorities of 
University College) an account, from the Society’s point of view, of the negotiations 
which have taken place between the representatives of the Society and the 
representatives of University College. On this part of Mr Pope’s letter I beg to make 
the following observations: 

1. From the communication addressed to you it may seem that University College 
is not prepared to entertain a scheme of federation of the two institutions on the lines 
suggested by the Committee [the TIC]. That is not the case. The Committee did not 
suggest that the whole field of technical Science must be surrendered by University 
College. On the contrary they expressly stated that ‘a certain amount of Applied 
Science must be taught’ in order to attain the results contemplated. This proposition, 
however, does not approve itself to the representatives of the Merchant Venturers’ 
Society, who state in their last communication to us that they ‘hold fast to their 
belief that if there is to be co-ordination of work at all, only such as shall assign to 
the Technical College the whole of technical instruction (strictly so called) will be 
of any advantage to Bristol, and they will always be unable to accept proposals for 
co-ordination on any other principle’ [349]. 

Furthermore, in the Committee’s suggestions, part of the work assigned to 
University College is to prepare students for taking Science degrees. Since no 
mention is made of Science degrees as part of the proposed work of the Merchant 
Venturers’ Technical College, we inferred that the preparation for such degrees was 
to be reserved to University College. The representatives of the Merchant Venturers’ 
Society, however, state that they cannot cease to prepare for degrees in Science. The 
suggestions of the Merchant Venturers’ Society are, therefore, not in line with those 
of the Technical Instruction Committee. 

2. In the scheme for delimitation set forth on pp. 3, 4 of Mr Pope’s letter to you, 
a long list of subjects to be assigned (with reservations) to University College is 
given. I need not point out that in a provincial centre like Bristol the demand for 
instruction in many of these subjects is necessarily very limited. The essential feature 
in the scheme is the assigning of the whole of technical and Applied Science to the 
Merchant Venturers’ Technical College. 

Now, those who are practically conversant with educational procedure know well 
that it is exceedingly difficult to draw any sharp line of division between the teaching 
of Science with the ultimate end of its application to Engineering (for example) 
and the teaching of Applied Science. With regard to the Engineering students in 
University College, apart from some workshop instruction, the detailed application 
of the principles taught in the College is mainly learnt outside its walls in engineering 
works, where the students spend from three to six months of each year on payment of 
a premium to the firms concerned. Although, therefore, there is much in the College 
curriculum which falls under the head of instruction in the principles of Science 
for future use in technical life, there is little or no technical instruction such as is 
afforded at the Merchant Venturers’ Technical College in technological subjects. 

3. It was further suggested in the scheme laid before us that, on condition this 
delimitation was accepted, there should be a federation of the two colleges, partly 
with the object of securing an increased Government grant. Of this possibly increased 
grant £1,200 were to be given as now to University College; £400 to the Merchant 


*° Dated 20 February and acknowledged by Doyle on 9 April 1900 [355]. 
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Venturers’ Technical College as an equivalent of the grant from the Department of 
Science and Art in respect of its senior day students, which would cease on federation; 
while the balance, if any, should be so divided that the whole share of the grant to 
University College should be £500 more than the whole share paid to the Merchant 
Venturers’ Technical College. Now the maximum grant to any university college 
(save in the case of Owens College, the claims of which are regarded as exceptional) 
is £3,000. Assuming that by the suggested federation the grant to Bristol were raised 
to £2,000, or £200 less than that assigned to King’s College, London, the Durham 
College of Science and the Yorkshire College, Leeds, respectively, the shares would 
be: University College, £1,250; Merchant Venturers’ Technical College, £750. 
But since University College is already in receipt of £1,200, the probable gain to 
University College by the arrangement is not likely to exceed £50 per annum — the 
gain to the Merchant Venturers’ Technical College being, under the circumstances, 
£350 per annum. For such a consideration University College was invited to give up 
the whole of its Engineering work, the receipts from which during the last session 
were nearly £1,200. 

4. Mr Pope, in his communication to you, states that among the advantages of 
such a scheme is ‘the entire abolition of overlapping between the colleges, without 
preventing either of them from developing to the fullest extent its particular sphere of 
teaching’. But University College claims that it was founded with the express object 
of providing Bristol with an institution in which ‘thorough technical training should 
be combined with general culture’, and that this is therefore an essential part of its 
particular sphere of teaching. 

The representatives of the Merchant Venturers’ Society do not admit this claim. But 
since it has an important bearing on the question at issue, I may be allowed to quote 
the condensed statement laid before them, under date February 20th, 1899 [332]. 
The sentences quoted are taken verbatim from the report of the original promoters 
of the College, present at a meeting held in 1874, before University College was 
founded.**’ The Headmaster of the then existing Diocesan Trade and Mining School 
was a consenting party to the statement therein made: 


(a) Atatime when ‘the manufacturing and mining districts of Gloucestershire, Somersetshire, 
Devonshire, Cornwall, Monmouthshire, and South Wales were still distant from any college 
in which the sciences applied to their various industries could be studied’, steps were taken 
for ‘the establishment in Bristol of a College of Science and Literature’, described by the 
committee for its promotion as a ‘technical college of Science’. The co-operation of Balliol and 
New Colleges, Oxford, was secured on the condition that the instruction given was ‘literary 
as well as scientific’. This condition being accepted, the end in view was the founding of a 
college which ‘should combine thorough technical training with general culture’. Instruction 
was to be afforded ‘in Ancient and Modern History, Languages, and Literature, in General 
Mathematics, in Law and Political Economy, and in all such branches of Science as can be 
applied to Engineering, Mining and Metallurgy, manufactures, commerce, Medicine and 
Pharmacy’. A chair of Engineering was definitely proposed. In the preliminary circular issued 
by the local committee in 1874, the association of scientific and technical training is repeatedly 
emphasised. 

(b) These were the conditions under which the University College, Bristol, was established in 
1876. The Council of the College have always kept them steadily in view. And as considerable 
sums of money have been contributed to the College funds by those to whom these conditions 


“8° The quoted passages are actually from the circular issued shortly before the meeting and prefaced to 
the printed report [16]; cf. entry 308. 
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were well known, we are of opinon that the Council have no right to reconstitute the College 
on a new basis by the omission of all the higher technical instruction which has characterised 
much of its work in the past. 

(c) At a meeting held at Mr Proctor Baker’s office in March, 1878, when a conference was 
held between representatives of the College and representatives of the engineering firms in 
Bristol, it was stated by the engineers ‘that Bristol men go to King’s College and elsewehre to 
obtain a training which Bristol University College could give; and that the absence of a school 
here has prevented the local engineers from obtaining as high a class of pupils as they might’. 
In May, 1878, an Engineering prospectus, substantially similar to that now issued year by year, 
was aproved by the College Council and a Professor of Mathematics and Engineering was 
appointed — public attention being drawn to the newly-established Engineering Department at 
the annual meeting of the Governors in November of the same year.**! 


It will be seen that the reasons why, in our opinion, the Council has no right to 
recommend the surrender of the whole field of technical instruction are here set 
forth. That the Governors of the College have the power ‘to transfer the business and 
property of the association, or any branch or part thereof respectively, to any such 
society or institution upon such terms of sale as may be desirable’ we do not deny.*” 
Were there no such power, any negotiations would be necessarily futile. But ‘power’ 
and ‘right’ are not necessarily synonymous. 

5. Without in any way committing the Council of University College, I am of 
opinion that some such federation of the two institutions as was suggested by the 
Technical Instruction Committee is both practicable and desirable. 

Such federation might start on the existing basis, leaving further delimitation 
to follow in due course. This would carry, however, a certain a certain amount of 
delimitation, such for example, as is indicated in the following scheme. 


Reserved to Common. Reserved to 
University College. Merchant Venturers’ 
Technical College. 
Arts, &c. Applied Science. Commerce. 
Medicine. Engineering. Technology. 


Pure Science. 


If an increased grant could be secured by such federation, the surplus over and 
above the £1,200 at present assigned to University College and the £400 claimed 
by the Merchant Venturers’ Society as compensation for the loss of Science and 
Art grants might be divided equally between the two institutions. In this paragraph 
I express an individual opinion. But I feel convinced that the Council of University 
College would give some such scheme its most careful consideration. 

Iam, my dear Sir, yours very truly, 

C. Lloyd Morgan. 


[BRO, SMV/5/5/3/13, pp. 96-8 (printed); minuted at foot by Pope: “Cannot 
distinguish between “Applied Science” and “technology” .] [P 354] 


8! Severn, Faculty of Engineering, pp. 14-15. 
*2 Quotation from section 3(e) of the Articles of Association 1876 [46] (p. 4 as printed). 
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[353] 2 March 1900. House Committee minutes 


[Among other business] Telephone recommended. With regard to the suggestion to 
erect a telephone at the College, the consideration of which had been indefinitely 
postponed [<4 322-3], the Secretary reported that the Bristol Medico-Chirurgical 
Society would probably contribute annually towards the cost of maintenance if one 
were provided in the Medical wing. Resolved: 

That the Local Executive Committee be recommended to arrange for the erection 
of one telephone; that it be placed in the Arts wing of the College [to deleted] and 
to serve the purposes of both the Faculty of Arts and Science and the Faculty of 
Medicine; and that the Secretary be requested to enquire to what extent the Medico- 
Chirurgical Society would tender financial aid in order to secure right of usage for its 
students. 


[UBSC, DM 506/14, pp. 225—6 (MS).] 
[354] 6 March 1900. Pope to Wertheimer 
6 March 1900. 


I return, with thanks, Professor Lloyd Morgan’s letter, criticising mine addressed to 
the Chairman of the T.I.C. for submission to that Committee but not yet laid before 
them [352]. 

Nothing that the Professor says need interfere with the main issue raised in 
my letter, or prevent the Committee, if they see fit, from accepting the Society’s 
invitation, without altering their relations with U.C.B.; but there are one or two 
observations which occur to me to make. 

1. I do not know if the expression, in line 3 of the letter, “without notice thereof 
to the authorities of U.C.B.’ is intended to suggest that such notice should have been 
given. If so, I reply that, even if the negotiations are not yet a matter of history and 
public property (as I am inclined to think they are) there certainly is no impropriety in 
discussing them freely with the Committee which originated them and was virtually 
a party to them, and which has asked for an account of them. 

2.In paragraphs | & 2 Prof. Morgan dwells upon the difficulty of drawing a sharp 
line between the teaching of Pure Science and that of Applied Science, and he quotes 
a dictum of the Chairman of the T.I.C. that “a certain amount of Applied Science must 
be taught’ in preparing students for taking Science degrees or becoming teachers of 
Science &c. but, however this may be, I take it that Engineering workshops are 
not essential for these purposes and that no practical difficulty would be found in 
drawing a line of demarcation between technical and non-technical work. 

The Professor’s assertion that there is at U.C.B. ‘little or no technical instruction, 
such as is afforded at the M.V.T. College in technological subjects’ confirms this 
view. 

3. The statement, in clause 2 of paragraph 1, “The representatives of the M.V. 
Society, however, state that they cannot cease to prepare for degrees in Science’, is 
as deceptive as most other half-truths; as the Committee will see on reading section 
D. of our delimitation scheme; and attention must be called to this. 

4. The financial arrangement referred to in paragraph 3 and now criticised for the 
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first time, was intended to secure that under the proposed federation, U.C.B. should 
(a) lose nothing of its present Treasury grant and (b) should always have £500 a 
year of grant more than the Society. Any other reasonable proposal would have been 
acceptable but none has been made till now. 

5. The last sentence in paragraph 3 is absolutely inaccurate. The consideration for 
which U.C.B. ‘was invited to give up the whole of its Engineering work’ was not 
merely the financial arrangements just mentioned (as Prof. Morgan asserts) but this 
arrangement plus relief from the annual loss shown by the published accounts to have 
been incurred on this Engineering work — say £200 a year. The tone of the sentence 
referred to suggests also that this Engineering work was a profitable business, instead 
of a losing one, as it was. 

6. I am aware that, as mentioned in paragraph 4, U.C.B. claims for its sphere of 
work ‘Science and Literature’, ‘thorough technical training combined with general 
culture’, and so on — in other words the whole of education — and it is clear that this 
claim to universal sovereignty is inconsistent with a federation on equal terms with 
any other local institution. 

I hope it has been made equally clear that the Society will never admit any such 
pretension. 

7. With reference to the quoted sentence in the same paragraph, it is enough, 
as regards (a) and (c) to say that the T.I.C. is now asked to consider what is best 
for technical education in Bristol in the year 1900, and that mistakes made and 
disappointments experienced, in and since 1874 have no bearing on the question, 
except in so far as they are warnings. 

As regards (b) Prof. Morgan’s dissertation on the difference between ‘power’ 
and ‘right’ misses the only important point of the argument — which was that ‘the 
conditions under which U.C.B. was established in 1876’ were those contained in the 
original (and so to speak experimental), prospectus combined with those contained 
in the contemporaneous Memorandum of Association, which Prof. Morgan appears 
to have forgotten; that when the promoters put forward their programme, they were 
wise enough to reserve the power of modifying and reducing it; that the contributors 
to the College funds subscribed on the faith of a programme which could be altered 
as occasion arose, not on the faith of a stereotyped and unchangeable programme; 
and that, consequently, the Council of the College have the right, as well as the 
power, of giving up their Engineering work, or any other branch of its teaching. 

8. The scheme of delimitation suggested in paragaph 5 would hardly alter the 
status quo — and, as whatever change it would make would be to our disadvantage, 
we prefer the status quo pure and simple. 

As far as federation is concerned, it appears that the increase likely to be produced 
by it in the Treasury grant is so small that the share coming to the Society would be 
trifling and not enough to outweigh the natural repugnance to the proposed organic 
change. 

G.HP. 


[BRO, SMV/5/5/3/13, pp. 96-8 (typescript extract).] 
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[355] 9 April 1900. W.H. Doyle to Pope 


City and Council of Bristol, Council House. 
9th April, 1900. 
Dear Sir, 

Your application for aid in establishing a Technical Institute for Bristol came before 
the Technical Instruction Committee at their meeting last Wednesday [4th], and it was 
decided to refer the matter to a sub-committee to consider and report upon.** 

With reference to the first point of the letter dealing with the negotiations 
undertaken, at the suggestion of my committee, between your Society and the Council 
of the University College with the object of co-ordinating the various curricula so as 
to prevent overlapping between the two colleges, I have to inform you that a letter 
on the subject has also been received from Professor C. Lloyd Morgan [352], and I 
am directed to say that the Committee are of opinion, after considering both views of 
the question, that the difficulty which has arisen is by no means unsurmountable and 
they are hope-ful [sic] that the negociations will still be brought to a desirable issue. 

With this object in view, I am desired to request the favour of your Society again 
appointing three of their number to meet three similarly appointed members of the 
Council of University College and a sub-committee of the Technical Instruction 
Committee. 

I should be glad if you would bring this letter before your Society at their next 
meeting. 

Iam, yours faithfully, 

(signed) Wm H. Doyle. 


[BRO, SMV/5/5/3/13, f. 102 (typescript copy).] 
[356] 2 May 1900. Local Executive Committee 


[After other business] A communication was read from the Clerk of the Technical 
Instruction Committee inviting the Council to appoint three of their number to 
meet three similarly appointed members of the Merchant Venturers’ Society and a 
sub-committee of the Technical Instruction Committee for a joint discussion of the 
difficulties which at present prevent the proper co-ordination of the work of the two 
colleges concerned. 

Resolved: That Mr Albert Fry, Mr Arrowsmith and the Principal be appointed to 
represent the College at the conference proposed. 


[UBSC, DM 506/55, p. 401 (MS).] [> 358] 
[357] 12 May 1900. Wertheimer to Jose 


Merchant Venturers’ Technical College, Bristol. 
May 12th, 1900. 
To the Chairman of the Technical Instruction Committee of the City of Bristol. 
Dear Sir, 
As aconference is shortly to be held between your Committee and representatives 
of University College and this College, I ask permission to place in your hands my 


83 Application made 20 Feb. 1900 [380]. 
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views on the informal proposals made by Professor Lloyd Morgan in his letter dated 
28th February last and addressed to you [352], a copy of which I have received in my 
capacity as a member of your Committee. 

2. One suggestion there made is that a federation of the two colleges should 
take place, after delimitation in the manner suggested in clause 5 of Prof. Lloyd 
Morgan’s letter. His scheme of delimitation proposes to make both Applied Science 
and Engineering common to the two colleges. It assigns Technology to the Merchant 
Venturers’ Technical College but, inasmuch as it is in many cases impossible to 
distinguish between ‘Applied Science’ and ‘Technology’ , I fear Prof. Lloyd Morgan’s 
proposal would only lead to confusion and open the door to misunderstandings. 

To take a concrete instance, I may mention Metallurgy which is a technological 
subject, but can be equally well described as an ‘Applied Science’, viz. Applied 
Chemistry. Hitherto the Merchant Venturers’ Technical College has provided the 
only metallurgical laboratory in Bristol; there is no large demand for this subject 
in the district, and the establishment of a second metallurgical laboratory in the city 
would be a deliberate act of overlapping; but as Metallurgy is an ‘Applied Science’, 
University College would undoubtedly be entitled to do this under Prof. Lloyd 
Morgan’s scheme. And, in fact, practically all the technological subjects, taught 
in the Merchant Venturers’ Technical College, are branches of Applied Science. In 
these circumstances I submit that, if the proposed scheme of delimitation is to have 
any real value, it must assign Applied Science to the institution to which it assigns 
Technology. 

3. As regards Engineering, I admit the difficulty created by the existence of 
two important schools of Engineering in Bristol, and, if I believed Bristol able to 
support both, I would welcome Prof. Lloyd Morgan’s proposal that the subject 
should be common to the two colleges. But I fear that neither in respect of money 
nor of Engineering work is the city rich enough to maintain two first class schools of 
Engineering, and I trust that all will agree that one first class school is better than two 
of a much lower grade. Even Sheffield, great Engineering centre that it is, does not 
attempt to have more than one such school. 

And, if it be agreed that our resources in Bristol are not equal to supporting two 
schools of Engineering, I think it is evident that the best school will be obtained by 
utilising the institution occupying the more central site of the two existing schools and 
the one which, owing to the funds provided by the Merchant Venturers, is accessible to 
poor and rich alike. The discontinuance of the Engineering Department at University 
College may entail a loss in the annual receipts, but must, of course, involve a larger 
decrease in the annual expenditure, as no efficient Engineering department in any 
colllege can be worked at a profit, unless enormous fees be charged. 

4. In regard to the financial proposal made in the last sentence of Prof. Lloyd 
Morgan’s letter, I think some such arrangement reasonable and would be prepared 
to recommend the Society of Merchant Venturers to accept it, if an agreement with 
University College as to the two other points at issue were made. It is perhaps only 
right to point out that, of necessity, the financial suggestions contained in our scheme 
were drafted without any data from which we could determine how they would work 
out; they were purely tentative and in no way an essential part of our proposals. Until 
the appearance of Prof. Lloyd Morgan’s letter no criticism on these or other details 
of our proposals was made by the representatives of University College; they simply 
refused our scheme of delimitation. 
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5. In conclusion permit me to add that the above letter represents my own personal 
views and that I have no authority to speak on behald of the governors of the 
Merchant Venturers’ Technical College. I know, however, that both they and I are 
sincerely anxious to come to such an agreement with University College as shall 
conduce to the educational welfare of the city, and shall safeguard the interests of 
our less wealthy fellow-citizens for whom the Merchant Venturers maintain their 
Technical College. 

Yours faithfully, 

J. Wertheimer. 


[BRO, SMV/5/5/3/13, ff. 103-4 (printed).] 


[358] 22 May 1900. Memorandum of meeting between SMV and UCB 
negotiators 


Note. On the 22nd May 1900 a conference was held at the Council House between 
representatives of the Technical Instruction Committee of the Merchant Venturers, 
and of University College respectively. 

At this conference the scheme put forward on the 14th Dec. 1898 [329] was 
discussed and certain modifications suggested. 

The representatives of S.M.V. were asked to make these modifications and send 
copies of the scheme so modified to the representatives of U.C.B., that they might 
definitely assent, or dissent. 

This was done, accordingly, on the 23rd May. 

The representatives of U.C.B. (as will be seen from the next document) neither 
assented to, nor dissented from, the modified scheme, but practically ignored it; 
and put forward a counter scheme of their own, in which delimitation of work and 
federation were muddled up together, and much new matter was introduced. 


[BRO, SMV/5/5/3/10, verso of p. 68 verso (pencil annotation).] 
[359] 8 June 1900. Memorandum by representatives of UCB to SMV 


U.C.B. and M.V.T.C. 
June 8th, 1900. 
To the representatives of M.V.T.C. 

We gave considered your amended proposals, and are hopeful that some basis of 
agreement may be reached, 

There appears to be nothing in your scheme of December 14th, 1898 [329], as it 
now stands with subsequent amendment, which necessarily divides students into two 
classes — those whose ultimate aim is technical work and those who have other aims. 
But as some discussion arose on this head, it may be well to state that, as it appears 
to us, difficulty and friction must arise if the ultinate aim of a student is regarded as 
a principle of delimitation. 

It further appears to us evident that so long as courses of lectures or classes are 
practically identical, whatever be the ultimate aim, overlap will continue. We may 
point out that in the federated colleges of the Victoria University each has similar 
classes, and there is no necessity for delimitation, either of work or students, because 
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the several constituent colleges are in the midst of different centres of population. 
But in the case of two institutions within the same centre different conditions prevail. 
Hence arises the desirability of securing a delimitation of work within the different 
faculties of one federated college. 

At present the following complete courses are duplicated at the two colleges: 

1. Matriculation course. 

2. Preliminary and intermediate Science courses. 

3. B.Sc. course. 

4. Engineering courses. 
In your scheme (reprinted for convenience on p. 3 [p. 108 of source volume] 
delimitation is secured in the case of | and 4 by assigning them to the M.V.T.C. But 
no delimitation is secured in the case of 2 and 3. Furthermore the exceptions made 
with regard to the ‘subjects specially reserved for U.C.B.’ render the delimitation of 
5, 14, 15, 16, and 20 [Political Economy, Astronomy, Biology, Natural History and 
Bacteriology] indefinite and permit of duplication of courses. 

The scheme we submit (on p. 2 [p. 107]) will do away with duplication much more 
completely, and if both colleges accept the principle that all students belong to the 
federated institution both can jointly claim the credit of all work and success. We are 
prepared to recommend that on this understanding U.C.B. surrender the whole of 
technical work to M.V.T.C. if that College on its part surrender the degree work to 
U.C.B. Neither side of the federated institution can then be regarded as more or less 
dignified or important than the other. 

Our scheme follows your suggestion in sec. 5 (4, 5, 6) of your letter of the 14th 
December, 1898, viz.: 

4. That M.V.T.C. should confine its teaching to Technology and commerce. 

5. That U.C.B. should refrain from teaching these subjects but should be free to 
teach everything else, and 

6. That each college ought to give the highest and most complete education in its 
own particular sphere. 

We feel that either (1) Engineering Applied Science and degree work in Science 
must be common to the two colleges as suggested by Prof. Lloyd Morgan in 
his letter to the Chairman of the Technical Instruction Committee [352], or (2) 
delimitation must be thorough and complete as indicated in the scheme here set 
forth on p. 2. 

The scheme we submit is based upon the principle that the duplication of courses 
with similar proximate aims should be prevented, and that U.C.B. and M.V.T.C. 
should federate to this end, under the title of The West of England University and 
Technical College (or some such agreed title). 

Albert Fry. 

J.W. Arrowswmith. 

C. Lloyd Morgan. 


[BRO, SMV/5/5/3/13, pp. 106 (printed); followed by UCB’s latest scheme of 
delimitation (p. 107) and that previously submitted by MVTC (p. 108).] 
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[360] 18 July 1900. Memorandum by representatives of UCB to SMV 


U.C.B. and M.V.T.C. 
July 18th, 1900. 
To the representatives of M.V.T.C. 

We beg to thank you for your communication of 4th July, 1900.** The amended 
scheme therein contained** differs so little from that which we have already carefully 
considered that we are doubtful whether any discussion of it by word of mouth would 
be profitable. 

Our powers, like yours, are only advisory. But we are not prepared to advise our 
Council to surrender the teaching of Engineering and Applied Science save on such 
conditions as were set forth in our communication of June 8th, 1900 [359]. These 
conditions we are prepared to discuss with you by word of mouth. 

We are convinced that what is best for Bristol is a real and thorough federation, 
so as to form one institution, with delimitation of subjects taught therein, and joint 
credit for all work of the students of the institution. 

Your scheme, as it appears to us, has for its object delimitation as between two 
separate and self-contained colleges, which may subsequently enter in some such 
federation as is implied in their becoming independent units in a West of England 
University. If, under such a scheme, degree work in Science is to stand outside the 
field of delimitation, so too, in our opinion, must Engineering and Applied Science. 

Albert Fry. 

J.W. Arrowsmith. 

C. Lloyd Morgan. 


[BRO, SMV/5/5/3/13, f. 114 (printed).] 
[361] 3 August 1900. Memorandum by SMV (probably drafted by Pope) 


M.V.T.C. and U.C.B. 3rd August 1900. 
The letter of the 18th July [360], being a polite refusal to discuss any longer the 
scheme propounded on behalf of the Society on the 14th December 1898 [329], 
brings the negociations once more to a deadlock; but it is useful in that it defines the 
object aimed at in those negociations by the representatives of U.C.B., as well as that 
which appears to them to have been aimed at by the Society’s representatives. 

The former is declared to have been the establishment of ‘one institution, with 
delimitation of subjects taught therein, and joint credit for all work of all the students 
of that institution’; the latter is described as ‘delimitation as between two separate 
and self-contained colleges, which may subsequently enter into some such federation 
as is implied in their becoming independent units in a West of England University’. 

Rather strangely, however, the fact is ignored that both of these objects would have 
been attained by the Society’s scheme; which provided for two separate colleges, with 
delimitation of the work taught in them, and also for one institution consisting of these 
two colleges and taking credit, of course, for all work of all the students of both. 

The letter brings out clearly enough the absolute identity of the Society’s object, 
as understood by the representatives of U.C.B., with that which the President of the 


4 BRO, SMV/5/5/3/13, pp. 111-12. 
“5 Tbid.,f. 113. 
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Council of U.C.B. himself had in mind when, on the 13th of April 1899, he publicly 
expressed his hope of seeing the two colleges in question, as ‘sister colleges’ , ‘become 
the first constituent colleges of a Bristol University’ ;**° and, since the representatives 
of U.C.B. now reject a scheme which would go far towards realizing this hope, the 
irresistible inference is that their Council is divided into two parties, with one of 
which we could come to terms, though not with the other. 

At present the latter seems to be the stronger party; but, as the former must contain 
Dr Percival, it may be assumed that it will ultimately prevail, and that in the course 
of time — though not immediately — co-ordination of the two colleges will actually 
take place. 


[BRO, SMV/5/5/4/32 (MS).] 
[362] 10 August 1900. Pope to UCB 


Merchant Venturers’ Technical College, 
10th August, 1900. 
To the representatives of University College Bristol. 

Your letter of the 18th July [360] has been read by the representatives of the 
Merchant Venturers’ Technical College (now dispersed for vacation), and I am 
desired to express sincere regret that it should have brought our negociations once 
more to a standstill. 

The alteration of our proposals, made in accordance with what passed at the 
conference on the 22nd May [358], and the further concession in respect of the 
preliminary scientific course, offered on the 4th July, gave my colleagues and myself 
reason to hope that our scheme for delimitation of work, as last presented, would 
prove acceptable; and we are disappointed to find, on the contrary, that even the 
discussion of it does not commend itself to you as being profitable. 

George H. Pope. 


[BRO, SMV/5/5/3/10, p. 76 (printed).] 
[363] Aug. 1900. The SMV’s summary of its negotiations with UCB since 1897 


The following is a sufficient summary of the negociations between M.V.T.C. and 
U.C.B., which lasted, more or less continuously, from February 1897 to August 1900. 

I. Attack on M.V.T.C.; alleging that it ‘unnecessarily duplicated’ classes held at 
UCB. 

II. M.V.T.C.’s defence; disproving the allegation and shewing that whatever 
unnecessary duplication of classes existed was caused by U.C.B., viz.: 

If either set of duplicated classes would serve all the students of both sets, while the 
others could not, the former set is necessary, the latter unnecessary; the classes held 
at M.V.T.C. could provide for all the students of both sets, but those held at U.C.B. 
could not do so, for the great majority of the students attending at the M.V.T.C. could 
not attend at the U.C.B. because unable to pay the higher fees there demanded; it 
follows that the classes held at M.V.R.C. are necessary, but those held at U.C.B. are 
unnecessary. 


6 Not traced; but Percival continued to entertain that prospect: cf. 461 below. 
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III. Remedies suggested for the overlapping of U.C.B. 

A. Absolute amalgamation of the two colleges; proposed by U.C.B. but held to be 
out of the question. 

B. (1.) Delimitation of work; assigning all technical education to M.V.T.C., all 
other education to U.C.B; (2.) Federation of the two colleges, if desired. 

Proposed by M.V.T.C., but as no agreement was reached upon B(1.), U.C.B. not 
being willing to give up all technical education, negociations stopped at this point. 


[BRO, SMV/5/5/3/10, unnumbered leaf at end of volume (MS).] 
[364] 17 October 1900. W.W. Jose to Ward 


Council House, Bristol. 
17th October, 1900. 
My dear Ward, 

I have carefully compared the last schemes of delimitation and federation 
respectively proposed by you (with your colleagues) and by the representatives of 
U.C.B., as I cannot find that (omitting for the moment small matters of detail) they 
differ from each other on any serious point except on the question of studying for 
degrees in Science. 

Both are agreed (1) that each College shall be financially independent of the 
other; (2) that to the M.V.T.C. shall be reserved the teaching of all purely technical 
subjects, Engineering, Applied Science and Technology being specially named; (3) 
that all other subjects shall be the province of U.C.B., but to this you make two 
exceptions which you wish to be common to both, viz. degrees in Science until 
degrees in Technology and Commerce are available and Pharmacy (this latter is a 
small matter, but seems rather to be cognate to the work of a Medical School). (4) 
The terms describing the central governing body of the federated institution and its 
powers are identical in the two schemes, and both are agreed that subject to such 
powers each College is to remain under the management of its present governing 
body. (5) I now understand that both are agreed that delimitation and federation are 
to be simultaneous and are to stand or fall together. (6) That U.C.B. may introduce 
only so much Applied Science as is necessary for illustration in the teaching of Pure 
Science, and per contra that M.V.T.C. may teach only so much Pure Science as is 
necessary for the teaching of Applied Science. 

Now let us look at this question of Science degrees; U.C.B. say that the two 
Colleges being closely federated they are prepared to say to their students ‘we don’t 
teach Engineering ourselves, but the other branch of the joint institution teaches it, 
and you will take your courses in Engineering there’; provided that M.V.T.C. for its 
part will say to its students, “we don’t prepare for Science degrees ourselves beyond 
Matriculation, but the other branch of the federated institution does, and you will 
take your degree courses at U.C.B.’ 

I am bound to say that this seems to me an eminently reasonable and liberal 
proposition, especially as they are willing to concede that as soon as ever degrees in 
Technology are granted you shall have the monopoly of preparing for such degrees. 
Both branch Colleges are thus on an equal footing and can interchange students 
without the smallest loss of dignity or self-respect, and I cannot for the life of me 
see why M.V.T.C., in which I take as much pride and interest as any of you, should 
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hesitate to accept such a proposition. It will gain more than it loses, for surely the 
exclusive teaching of Engineering in all its branches is a much greater thing than the 
carrying on of a few students up to their Science degrees. 

Of course it will be necessary to come to a mutual arrangement as to the fees 
which shall be charged to students of one College for taking courses at the other; but 
I cannot anticipate any difficulty in arranging this. 

Do let me beg you and your colleagues to reconsider this question in the light of 
this letter, and to be willing to recommend a small sacrifice for the sake of a greater 
gain — that gain being not only what I have pointed out above as regards Engineering, 
but also the prospect of establishing M.V.T.C. as the great Technical Institute of the 
West of England, with material aid from the Technical Instruction Committee. 

Yours very truly, 

(signed) W.W. Jose. 


[BRO, SMV/5/5/3/13, ff. 116-17 (typescript copy); see McGrath, MVB, p. 383.] 
[365] 29 October 1900. Jose to Pope 


3, Queen Square. 
29th Oct., 1900. 
My dear Treasurer, 

As the outcome of a conversation which I have had with W.W. Ward and of a letter 
which I wrote him [364], I am now writing to suggest to you (with his consent) that 
you should now offer (on behalf of yourself and your colleagues) to have a personal 
conference with Mr Albert Fry and his two colleagues, stating that there appear to 
have been some misapprehensions which have since been explained, and that the two 
sides have gone so far towards meeting each other that you hope a little conversation 
may clear the ground for a satisfactory arrangement. If you have read my letter to 
Ward you will see the lines on which I think such an agreement can and ought to be 
come by. Any help that I can render as an intermediary is always at the service of 
both bodies, but it would perhaps be best that in the first instance you should meet 
each other without me. 

Yours very truly, 

(signed) W.W. Jose. 


[BRO, SMV/5/5/3/13, f. 118 (typescript copy).] 
[366] 5 November 1900. Pope to A. Fry 


Merchants’ Hall. 
Sth Novr, 1900. 
Dear Mr Fry, 

A few days ago I received a letter from Mr Jose [365] suggesting that those who 
represented our Technical College in the recent negociations should ‘now offer to 
have a personal conference’ with you and other representatives of University College 
—and Mr Jose tells me that he has made a similar suggestion to you. 

My reply was that we are quite ready to confer and that, if I did not bear [recte 
hear] from you on the subject, I would myself write to you thereon. 
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If you are also willing, we may be able to agree upon a time for meeting which 
may be convenient to all. 
Yours very truly, 
(signed) George H. Pope. 


[BRO, SMV/5/5/3/13, f. 119 (typescript copy).] 
[367] 16 November 1900. Roberts to Rafter 


Clothworkers’ Hall, Mincing Lane, E.C. 
16th Nov. 1900. 
Dear Sir, 

I have the pleasure to inform you that my Court has agreed to continue the 
subscription of £100 per annum to University College, Bristol, for a further term of 3 
years (after the expiry of the present term in 1901), and that Mr J.W. Sugg has been 
re-elected a representative member of the Council for such extended period. 

Yours faithfully, 

(signed) Owen Roberts. 


[UBSC, DM 506/58, p. 353(MS); copied into Council minutes of 21 November.] 
[368] 30 November 1900. Faculty of Arts and Science minutes 


Ordinary meeting. Novr. 30th 
[After other business] 2.It was agreed that a <Hall of> Residence for women students 
was much needed and the Principal undertook to represent the views of the Faculty to 
the Chairman of the [College corrected to] Council. 
[signed] 25th Jan. 1901. C. Lloyd Morgan. 


[UBSC, DM 506/32 (MS).] 
[369] 30 November 1900. House Committee minutes 


[After other business] Examination papers. Clerk & typewriter [<4 249]. The 
question of having the terminal examination papers type-written on the premises 
was considered, the Secretary mentioning incidentally that the bill for printing the 
same last year amounted to over £24. Resolved: 

That the Local Executive Committee be recommended to authorise the purchase 
of a type-writing machine and the engagement of a junior clerk as a type-writer. 


[UBSC, DM 506/14, pp. 235-6 (MS).] 

[370] 20 February 1901. Council minutes 

[After other business] On the motion of the Lord Bishop of Bristol, seconded by the 
Reverend Canon Glazebrook, it was resolved: 


1. That the scheme suggested by the representatives of the Council in their 
communication to the representatives of the Merchant Venturers’ Technical College 
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dated June 8th 1900 (attached hereto) [359] be approved and adhered to, subject to 
the omisson of the words ‘the London matriculation course, and’ under clause 7, and 
the insertion of the following additional clause: 

7a. That the preparation for matriculation in the University of London or other 
university be conducted in both colleges of the federated institution. 

2. That a communication be made to the Technical Instruction Committee pointing 
out: 

(a) That this scheme is in substantial accord with the suggestion made by that 
Committee in their memorandum dated 21st November 1898, in that it assigns 
to the Merchant Venturers’ Technical College the whole of the technical work in 
Engineering, Applied Science and Technology, and to University College, Bristol, 
the preparation of students for taking Science degrees, for becoming teachers, and 
for prosecuting scientific research. 

(b) That if this scheme fail to meet with the approval of the Technical Instruction 
Committee, the Council of the College will be glad to consider any suggestions from 
them thereon, unless the Committee prefer to wait for the legislation on secondary 
education which is promised this session. 


[UBSC, DM 506/58, pp. 376-7 (MS).] 
[371] 25 February 1901. UCB negotiators to Pope 


University College, Bristol. 
25th February 1901. 
Dear Sir, 

We have consulted the Council of University College, Bristol, on the subject 
of our negociations with you. The following resolution was passed at a large and 
representative meeting held on the 20th instant: 

‘Resolved: That the scheme ... federated institution.’ [as 370] 

Should you be prepared to do so, we shall be pleased to discuss the matter further 
with you within the limits thus laid down by our Council. 

We are forwarding a copy of this resolution and a communication therein to the 
Technical Instruction Committee. 

Thanking you for your uniform courtesy throughout these prolonged negociations. 

We are, yours faithfully, 

(signed) Albert Fry. 
J.W. Arrowsith. 
C. Lloyd Morgan. 


[BRO, SMV/5/5/3/13, f. 125 (typescript copy).] 
[372] 28 February 1901. Pope to Albert Fry 


Merchant Venturers’ Technical College. 
28th February, 1901. 

Dear Mr Fry, 
I have to acknowledge receipt of your letter, dated the 25th inst. from yourself, Mr 
Arrowsmith and Professor Lloyd Morgan [371], in which, after quoting a resolution 
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of the Council of University College, Bristol, to the effect that the scheme suggested 
by you to the representatives of the Merchant Venturers’ Technical College on the 
8th June last [359] ‘be approved and adhered to’, (subject to one variation) you invite 
us to discuss the matter further with you ‘within the limits thus laid down’ by your 
Council. 

On the understanding that, whatever these limits may be, discussion between us is 
not to imply, on our part, any previous approval of and adherence to your scheme, we 
shall be happy to meet you again in friendly conference, either here, or at any other 
place that may be more convenient, and as early as you please. The greater part of 
next week is blocked by engagements, but I believe that for the following week all 
of us who represent the Technical College are at present free and able to accept any 
appointment that you may offer us. 

Yours faithfully, 

(signed) George Pope. 


[BRO, SMV/5/5/3/13, f. 126 (typsecript copy).] 
[373] March 1901. Criticism of Jose’s letter of 17 October 


Notes on Mr Jose’s letters of the 17th Oct. 1900 [364]. 

On the faith of Mr Jose’s assertion in this letter that U.C.B. said they were 
prepared to yield to M.V.T.C. a monopoly of the teaching of Engineering and of 
the preparation for degrees in Technology, provided that M.V.T.C. would give up 
preparing for Science degrees beyond matriculation, and in view of his opinion that 
such an arrangement would be ‘eminently reasonable’ and of his urgent wish that the 
question should be reconsidered in the light of his letter; and in view also of his remark 
that the course he advised held out “the prospect of establishing M.V.T.C. as the great 
Technical Institute of the West of England, with material aid from the Technical 
Instruction Committee’, the representatives of M.V.T.C. acted upon his advice, and 
altered in red ink the counterscheme sent them by the representatives of U.C.B. in 
such a way as to make it offer the precise compromise which he recommended [374]. 

The counterscheme so altered was handed to Professor Lloyd Morgan and 
considered by him and his fellow negociators. Their reply is contained in the 
undermentioned letter of 12th March, 1901 from Messrs Fry and Arrowsmith [375], 
who considered that it would be useless even to discuss the proposal which Mr Jose 
had believed that they were prepared to accept. 


[BRO, SMV/5/5/3/13, f. 120 (typescript copy).] 


[374] March 1901. Alterations to agreement proposed by SMV in the light of 
Jose’s letter. 


1. That each College shall be <autonomous and> independent of the other. 
2. That the federated institution consist of: 

(a) The M.V.T.C., to which shall be assigned the-whote-of the-teehniteativork 
in <Applied Science including> Engineering, Applted—Setenee—and <and other 
branches of> Technology, together with all work in the School of Commerce (the 
curriculum in Commerce to be further defined by mutual agreement). 
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(b) The U.C.B., to which all other work shall be assigned. 


[BRO, SMV/5/5/3/13, f. 121 (printed, with deletions and insertions in red ink here 
shown bold italic); first two of 17 articles.] 


[375] 12 March 1901. A. Fry and Arrowsmith to Pope 


11, Quay Street, Bristol. 
March 12th, 1901. 
Dear Mr Pope, 

We regret that owing to Professor Lloyd Morgan being laid up with influenza, it is 
impossible for us to arrange a meeting at present. 

It may be well for us to point out that your suggested alteration in clause 2(a) 
appears to involve concessions on the part of U.C.B. so far in advance of what the 
Council are prepared to grant that we are of opinion no useful end can be arrived at 
from discussing it. 

The other suggested alterations depend so much on the settlement of this clause 
that, unless it stands as approved by our Council, no good object would be served by 
a meeting of the two sub-committees. 

The scheme as sent to you was very fully discussed by the Council and approved, 
and no further concessions can be made; the points we were prepared to discuss were 
the arrangements to be made under the scheme, but no alterations in the scheme 
itself. 

We are, yours faithfully, 

(signed) Albert Fry. 
J.W. Arrowsmith. 


[BRO, SMV/5/5/3/13, f. 127 (typescript copy).] 
[376] 13 March 1901. Pope to Fry 


13th March, 1901. 
Dear Mr Fry, 

I have shewn to my fellow negotiators the letter received yesterday from yourself 
and Mr Arrowsmith [375]. 

If it really be the case that your scheme must stand as approved by your Council 
on the 20th February and that no concessions can be made, we must reluctantly 
agree with you that no good object would be served by our meeting again, and will 
communicate this conclusion to the Technical Instruction Committee. 

Our prolonged negociations have doubtless dispelled certain misunderstandings — 
and this is in itself an advantage — but we are disappointed to find that they will not 
have the still more substantial result for which we were beginning to hope. 

Yours very truly, 

(signed) George H. Pope. 


[BRO, SMV/5/5/3/13, f. 128 (typescript copy).] 
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[377] 20 March 1901. Faculty of Arts and Science minutes 


[Among other business]. 3. A letter from the Countess of Warwick was read asking 
for co-operation in an annual agricultural and horticultural reunion; the Principal was 
requested to write expressing regret that our scheme of work does not cover such 
subjects.*”” 


[UBSC, DM 506/32 (MS).] 
[378] 24 June 1901. Truce between UCB and SMV 


24th June. 1901. At a meeting held at the Council House today. Present, Messrs W.W. 
Jose, W.H. Elkins and F.G. Barnett representing the T.I.C., the Bishop of Bristol,** 
Messrs Arrowsmith and Lloyd Morgan representing U.C.B. and Messrs G.H. Pope, 
W.W. Ward and J. Wertheimer representing M.V.T.C. Mr Jose being in the chair. 

The chairman stated that, inasmuch as negotiations betweeen U.C.B. and M.V.T.C. 
had come to a deadlock, he had summoned the meeting in order to propose a modus 
vivendi. 

A conversation followed in which, while the representatives of U.C.B. admitted 
that they had been mistaken in making against M.V.T.C. the charge of overlapping, 
out of which the negotiations arose, and virtually withdrew this charge, it was 
stated inter alia that their College could not afford to surrender their Engineering 
Department, which was reckoned to be worth to them £500 a year; nor would they 
renounce preparation for degrees in Engineering. The chairman’s proposals were also 
discussed seriatim and finally the representatives of M.V.T.C. agreed to nominate the 
following temporary modus vivendi on the understanding that the representatives of 
U.C.B. did the same thing. 

1. That each college may continue to carry on in engineering work, U.C.B. not 
[‘reducting’ corrected to] reducing its present scale of fees for it. 

2. That M.V.T.C. may continue to prepare its students for degrees in Science. 
[Added in pencil] Except the course for the preliminary scientific examination of the 
University of London. 

3. That U.C.B. shall discontinue its evening classes in Engineering and such other 
subjects as shall be arranged between the Principals of the two colleges; in exchange 
for which M.V.T.C. shall not hold any evening classes in Music, Zoology, Botany, or 
Human Physiology. 

4. That neither college shall start any new course within the other’s sphere of work 
without giving notice to the other. 

5. That this arrangement is to come into force in September 1902, and continue 
until terminated by mutual consent, or by 12 months’ notice given by either college 
to the other. 


[BRO, SMV/5/6/2/6 (MS).] [> 380] 


‘87 A patron of many progressive causes, Lady Warwick took particular interest in the agricultural and 
horticultural education of women. 
“88 Heading the UCB delegation in the absence of Albert Fry, who was ill. 
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[379] 1 July 1901. Pope to Jose (as Chairman of the TIC) 


Merchant Venturers’ Technical College. 
Ist July, 1901. 
My dear Sir, 

On the 20th February 1900, by direction of the Merchant Venturers, I made an 
application to your Committee for assistance in carrying out an important scheme 
for the furtherance of technical education in Bristol, or, if that scheme were thought 
too extensive, then for help to our Technical College on a lesser scale; and I was 
informed in reply that the application had been referred for consideration to a sub- 
committee, and that your Committee requested the Merchant Venturers to renew 
certain negociations with the authorities of the local university college, which had 
fallen through. 

The reply was taken to mean that, if the negociations in question were renewed 
and duly concluded, your Committee would favourably entertain our application 
— an impression which was confirmed by a subsequent letter — and, the condition 
having been now fulfilled, I am desired to remind you of the circumstances. 

The scheme formulated may be too large for immediate realization and, before 
considering it further, the enhanced powers, with which the Local Education Authority 
is clearly to be invested,” ought, perhaps, to be awaited; but, in the interim, your 
Committee would be greatly advancing technical instruction in Bristol if they were 
to follow the precedents set by themselves in the case of the University College 
and other local institutions, and vote the Technical College a capital sum of (say) 
£3,000, as a contribution towards the cost of sundry expensive items of apparatus and 
accommodation urgently needed for our Engineering work and for that of our other 
technological departments, particularly those of boot and shoe manufacture, printing, 
bookbinding, masonry, and painting and decorating. 

Iam asked to apply formally for this help and to express a hope that your Committee 
may see their way to granting it at their approaching meeting, so that we may be able 
to arrange without further delay for these essential additions to the equipment of the 
College. 

Iam, my dear Sir, yours very truly, 

George H. Pope, Treasurer, S.M.V. 


[BRO, SMV/5/5/3/13, f. 136 (printed); acknowledged by Doyle on 4 July (f. 137).] 


[380] 17 July 1901. Report from MVTC sub-committee to College 
Management Committee 


Merchant Venturers’ Technical College. 
17th July, 1901. 
To the College Management Committee. 

The sub-committee appointed on the 4th November 1897, whose first report was 
dated the 13th October 1899, beg leave to report further and finally, taking up the 
thread of their story where the first report left it. 

2. The recommendations of that report having been accepted by the Society, 
your sub-committee, on the 20th February 1900, addressed a letter to the Technical 


8° By the Education Act, 1902. 
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Instruction Committee, inviting them to join with the Society in developing the 
Merchant Venturers’ Technical College into a technical institute worthy of Bristol; 
and on the 9th April following they were informed in reply [355] that their application 
had been referred to a sub-committee to consider and report upon, and, further, that 
the Technical Instruction Committee desired a renewal of the negociations between 
your sub-committee and representatives of University College, Bristol, which had 
come to an end a few months before. 

3. In compliance with this request the negociations were renewed, and, at a 
conference summoned by the Technical Instruction Committee on the 22nd May 
[358], the scheme for co-ordination and subsequent federation put forward by your 
sub-committee on the 14th December 1898 [329] (and explained in their previous 
report) was again discussed. Certain modifications were suggested, and your sub- 
committee were asked to make them and to send their scheme so modified to the 
representatives of University College, which they accordingly did. 

4. The representatives of University College, in their reply dated the 8th June 
1900, [359] neither assented to, not dissented from, the modified scheme, but put 
forward in its place a counter scheme of their own, in which delimitation of work 
and federation were mingled inextricably together, and much new matter was 
introduced. 

5. Further correspondence led to a declaration by the representatives of University 
College, that what they wanted was to “form one institution’ out of the two colleges, 
whereas your sub-committee’s scheme had for its object ‘delimitation as between two 
separate and self-contained colleges’, with a view to consequent federation [360]; 
and, inasmuch as the autonomy and financial independence of the Society’s College 
had always been a sine quad non with your sub-committee, and it now appeared that 
their views and those of the representatives of University College did not admit of 
reconciliation, the negociations once more came to an end. 

6. So matters stood until October 1900, when a letter from Mr Jose, the 
Chairman of the Technical Instruction Committee, dated the 17th of that month 
[364], revived the discussion. This letter expressed Mr Jose’s belief that the only 
serious point of difference between the negociating parties was on the question 
of studying for degrees in Science; and that University College would concede to 
the Society’s College exclusive teaching of Engineering in all its branches, and 
a monopoly of preparing for degrees in Technology, provided that the Society’s 
College would give up at once the right to prepare students for degrees in Science 
— a compromise which seemed to him ‘eminently reasonable’. It concluded by 
begging your sub-committee to recommend a surrender of Science degree work, 
for the sake of gaining not only the sole right to teach Engineering “but also the 
prospect of establishing the Merchant Venturers’ Technical College as the great 
technical institute of the West of England, with material aid from the Technical 
Instruction Committee.’ 

7. Hoping that the points of difference were really confined to these limits, your 
sub-committee resolved to adopt Mr Jose’s suggestion, and, having altered the 
counter scheme put forward on behalf of University College in such a way as to make 
it agree with his views on the material points mentioned, sent it to the representatives 
of that College as a further proposal [374]. 

Unfortunately the proposal was rejected, Messrs Albert Fry and Arrowsmith being 
of opinion that it was not worth while even to discuss it [375]. 
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8. On the 24th June last another conference was summoned by the Technical 
Instruction Committee and held at the Council House [378]. On this occasion the 
representatives of University College admitted that their charge against the Technical 
College of overlapping their work — out of which charge the whole of these prolonged 
negociations arose — could not be sustained, and it was in express terms withdrawn. 

After much conversation, in which the same representatives refused again to 
give up Engineering work, or the preparation for degrees in Engineering, your sub- 
committee agreed to recommend a temporary arrangement which would have the 
effect of doing away with further discussion for two or three years, that is to say, 
until the Local Education Authority, which is expected to supersede the Technical 
Instruction Committee, should have been appointed. 

The arrangement was to the following effect: 

(1) Both colleges to continue carrying on their Engineering work, the University 
College not reducing its present fees therefor; 

(2) The Technical College to continue preparing for degrees in Science; 

(3) The University College to give up evening classes in Engineering and such 
other subjects as shall be arranged between the Principals of the two colleges; and 
the Technical College, in exchange for this, to give up evening classes in Music, 
Zoology, Botany, and Human Physiology; 

(4) Neither College to start any new course outside of its own sphere of work, 
without notice to the other; 

(5) This arrangement to begin on the Ist September 1902, and to last until 
determined by mutual consent, or by 12 months’ notice by one College to the other. 

9. It now appeared to your sub-committee that the plan for developing the 
Technical College, submitted by them to the Technical Instruction Committee on 
the 20th February 1900, was probably too large for immediate realization, though it 
would be quite practicable whenever the expected Local Education Authority, with 
wider powers and larger means than the present Technical Instruction Committee, 
should have come into existence; and on the Ist July instant [379] they wrote to 
the Technical Instruction Committee pointing this out, but asking the Committee 
to act on precedents already set in the cases of University College and other local 
institutions, and to make the Technical College a capital grant of £3000 towards 
the cost of apparatus and accommodation now needed for its Engineering and other 
technological work. The reply to this application stated that it had been referred to a 
sub-committee for consideration at an early date. 

10. Your sub-committee are of opinion that, of this grant of £3000 be voted by 
the Technical Instruction Committee, the Society should be recommended to agree 
to the temporary arrangement with University College described in paragraph 8; 
and they hope also that, in the same event, the Society will allow the experimental 
steam engine, the necessity for which has already been demonstrated, to be put in 
hand without further delay. Such an engine, together with the other apparatus, &c., 
which £3000 would purchase, would place the Technical College in an even stronger 
position than it now holds. 

11. Whenever the next move towards co-ordination is made in Bristol and the 
above mentioned temporary arrangement comes to an end, it will be the duty of those, 
to whom any negociations on behalf of the Technical College may be entrusted, 
to represent to the Local Education Authority the purely voluntary character of the 
Society’s educational work and the way in which the Society differs in respect of such 
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work from all other educational bodies in Bristol, as well as the obvious necessity of 
according to an exceptional case exceptional treatment. 

A generation ago, when the Society first resolved to undertake work of this kind, 
no public money whatsoever was devoted to the provision of technical instruction 
in the city, and, had it not been for the Society’s liberal assistance, the state of 
education here at the present moment would have been very far less satisfactory 
than it actually is; but in view of the facts that the Technical Instruction Committee 
now dispenses large sums of public money yearly and that the Authority which is 
to succeed it will be able to dispose of much larger sums still, the position of things 
is entirely changed. 

The only sufficient inducement which the Society can now have to continue its 
voluntary expenditure in this direction is the hope of providing, with the help of the 
future Education Authority, that which our fellow citizens will not otherwise get, 
namely, a first-rate technical institute; apart from this hope, the Society’s outlay on 
education would be merely a needless contribution in relief of the rates. 

Such an institute as is intended can be obtained only by the hearty co-operation of 
the Authority in question with the Society, and its establishment and maintenance are 
not compatible with the support of any other local college of Engineering or other 
technological work; neither Bristol, nor even all the West of England, being able to 
maintain more than one such first-rate institute. 

It can hardly be doubted that the whole attitude of the Society in the future towards 
technical education will depend upon the action taken by the Local Education 
Authority, whenever the question of making common cause with the Society for the 
benefit of our city comes up again for serious consideration. 

W. Proctor Baker. 

George H. Pope. 

W.W. Ward. 


[BRO, SMV/5/5/4/32 (printed).] [> 382] 


[381] 7 September 1901. The Principal of Durham College of Science to 
Lloyd Morgan, recommending R.M. Ferrier for the chair of Engineering 


Confidential Roseworth, Gosforth, Newcastle-on-Tyne. 
7th Sept. 1901. 
My dear Principal, 

Mr Ferrier is worthy of your very careful attention. My testimonial failed to 
do him justice, but it is not wise to praise a colleague too much, nor to risk the 
suspicion of eulogy. But I should fail in my duty did I not tell you that he is a most 
useful man. If you take him he will be an irreparable loss to us. He knows his work 
thoroughly, and his lectures are excellent. He is able, conscientious, trustworthy, 
obliging and painstaking. He is a born teacher and a perfect disciplinarian. He 
gets on splendidly with the students and is most popular with his colleagues. He 
enjoys our unreserved confidence; he has won our warm esteem. He is patient with 
beginners and stimulating for the more advanced. If you select him you will have 
a very good man, whom we cannot hope in all respects to replace. It is difficult 
for me to imagine a stronger candidate for a professorship at [sic] Engineering at a 
university college. 
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I shall be happy to give you any further information you may desire. I might add 
that Mr Ferrier has made himself very much respected among the engineers of the 
district.” 

Yours sincerely, 

Henry P. Gurney." 


[UBSC, DM 612 (holograph).] 
[382] 12 September 1901. Doyle to Pope 


City & County of Bristol, Council House. 
12th Sept. 1901 
Dear Sir, 

I am directed to inform you that the report of the sub committee on your application 
dated the Ist July last [379] for a ‘capital sum of £3000 as contribution towards the 
cost of sundry expensive items of apparatus and accommodation urgently needed 
for your Engineering work and for that of your other technological departments’ 
was considered by the Technical Instruction Committee at their meeting on the 4th 
instant, when it was resolved: 

‘That a grant of £3000 be made to the Merchant Venturers Technical College 
towards some of the following objects: 

A painters’ and decorators’ workshop; 

A bookbinders’ workshop; 

A printers’ workshop; 

A masons’ workshop; 

Additional space and apparatus for the classes in boot and shoe manufacture; 

An electro chemical laboratory; 

An experimental bakehouse; 

Subject to the following provisions: 

1. That the Society expend on the College a further capital sum of not less than 
£2000, making £5000 in all. 

2. That two representatives from this committee be added to the management 
committee of the College. 

3. That, inasmuch as, it may be hoped, the proposed increase of accommodation 
for technological classes will result in a considerable increase in the number of 
students, the capitation grants for these classes shall for the future be calculated on 
some basis of attendance instead of on the numbers registered. 

4. It is understood that the mutual arrangements agreed upon by representatives 
of the University College, Bristol, and the Merchant Venturers’ Technical College 
at the conference held on the 24th June last, for co-ordinating their curricula [378], 
have been, or will be, accepted by the governing body of the Merchant Venturers’ 
Technical College.’ 


“© Ferrier had graduated BSc at Glasgow 1891 before becoming Lecturer at the Newcastle College; duly 
appointed Professor at UCB, then first Professor of Civil Engineering in the University, and retiring in 
1928: Severn, Faculty of Engineering, p. 56 and passim 

“4! A priest and former partner in a successful training college for the Civil Service; Principal at Newcastle 
from 1894 till 1904, when he was killed in a climbing accident: Bettenson, Univ. of Newcastle, pp. 28-9. 
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I am to add that the Technical Instruction Committee are glad to be able thus to 
help in increasing the efficiency of the Merchant Venturers’ Technical College as a 
great technological instutute. 

Iam, yours faithfully, 

(sd) Wm H. Doyle. 


[BRO, SMV/5/5/3/12, ff. 157-8 (duplicated MS copy).] 
[383] 5 November 1901. Report of UCB negotiators 


[pp. 1-2] Report from representatives appointed by the Council of University 
College, Bristol, to confer with representatives of the Merchant Venturers’ 
Training College. 

We beg to report that, after prolonged negotiations, we were invited by the 
Chairman of the Technical Instruction Committee of the Council of the City and 
County of Bristol to attend a meeting, held at the Council House, Bristol, on Monday, 
June 24th, 1901 [378], at which their were present: 

Mr W.W. Jose, Chairman, Mr F.G. Barnett, Mr W.H. Elkins, representing the 
Technical Instruction Committee. 

Mr G.H. Pope, Mr W.W. Ward, Professor J. Wertheimer, representing the M.V.T.C. 

The Lord Bishop of Bristol, Mr J.A. Arrowsmith, Professor C. Lloyd Morgan, 
representing the Council of U.C.B. 

Mr Albert Fry was unable, through ill-health, to attend this meeting; the Lord 
Bishop of Bristol was, therefore, requested to take his place as a representative of the 
Council. 

At that meeting a concordat was reached dealing with some of the questions which 
had arisen during the negotiations; but the meeting was dissolved without committing 
the several heads of the concordat to writing and signing an agreement thereto. 

Mr W.H. Doyle, Clerk to the Technical Instruction Committee, subsequently 
forwarded to the several representatives of the U.C.B. a draft proposal (printed 
on p. 3 of this report), which appeared to represent with substantial accuracy the 
arrangements to which we had agreed. 

At the close of the summer vacation, Mr W.W. Jose, Chairman of the Technical 
Instruction Committee, communicated to us an amended draft (printed on p. 3 of 
this report, the alterations being there indicated by italics), and stated in his covering 
letter that this was the form in which they had been agreed to by the Society of 
Merchant Venturers. 

The Principals of the two colleges met in October to consider the matter left open 
in clause 3. Their recommendation is printed on p. 4 of this report. 

We accept the recommendations of the Principals of the two colleges with regard 
to the evening classes to be discontinued in U.C.B. under clause 3. 

We also accept the amended draft with the exception of the alteration in clause 3; 
viz. the introduction of the word ‘evening’ after ‘any’. 

We distinctly understood, at the meeting held in the Council House, that day as 
well as evening classes in Zoology and Botany were, according to the arrangement, to 
be discontinued at the M.V.T.C. It was stated at the time that this arrangement would 
do away with all overlap in the two colleges on these subjects. But the introduction 
of the word ‘evening’ in clause 3 permits the continuance of the more important 
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part of this overlap. Furthermore, in accordance with the regulations of the University 
of London, ‘a candidate who has passed the intermediate examination in Science, in 
Physics, Chemistry, Botany, and Zoology, all taken together, shall be admissible to the 
intermediate examination in Medicine, as if he had passed the preliminary Scientific 
examination.’ It would therefore be open to the M.V.T.C. to prepare students for the 
intermediate Science examination in all those subjects which meet the requirements 
for a medical degree, thus weakening the restrictive force of the words ‘but not for 
medical degrees’ in clause 2, since the preliminary Scientific examination, or its 
equivalent, is, so far as we are aware, the only part of the curriculum for a London 
medical degree, which has hitherto been taken at M.V.T.C. 

We are therefore of opinion that clause 3 should stand in the form in which it 
was originally drafted and was supplied to us by Mr Doyle, the word ‘any’ being 
interpreted as inclusive of both day and evening classes. 

Subject to the omission of the word ‘evening’ after ‘any’ in clause 3, we beg to 
recommend the arrangement as amended for the acceptance of the Council; the 
evening classes to be discontinued by U.C.B. being those specified in the joint report 
of the Principals of the two colleges. 

(signed) G.F. Bristol. 

J.W. Arrowsmith. 
C. Lloyd Morgan. 
November 5th, 1901. 


[p.3] Draft agreement as supplied by Mr W.H. Doyle 

At a conference consisting of three representatives, each appointed by the Bristol 
University College and the Merchant Venturers’ Technical College respectively, 
and three members appointed by the Technical Instruction Committee, held at the 
Council House, Bristol, on Monday, 24th June, 1901: 

It was unanimously resolved that the following terms of mutual arrangement be 
recommended to the governing bodies of the respective colleges for adoption, with 
the view of avoiding as far as practicable unnecessary overlapping and duplication 
of courses: 

[Clauses I to 5 as in 378 as there corrected and save that 5 is not here numbered.| 


Amended form of agreement as communicated to the representatives of University 
College by Mr W.W. Jose, Chairman of the Technical Instruction Committee. 

1. That each college may continue to carry on its Engineering School, but that 
U.C.B. shall not reduce its present scale of fees for Engineering courses. 

2. That M.V.T.C. may continue to prepare its students for degrees in Science, but 
not for medical degrees. 

3. That U.C.B. shall discontinue evening classes in Engineering and such other 
subjects as shall be arranged between the Principals of the two colleges, and that in 
exchange M.V.T.C. shall not hold any evening courses in Music, Zoology, Botany, 
and Human Physiology. 

4. That neither college will start any new courses within the other’s sphere of work 
without communicating one with the other. 

This agreement is to come into force in September, 1902, and is to continue in 
force until terminated by mutual consent or by twelve months’ notice given by either 
college to the other. 
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[p.4] Joint report of Principals of M.V.T.C. and U.C.B. on evening classes to be 

discontinued at U.C.B. 

Gentlemen, 

We beg to report that we have discussed clause 3 of the modus vivendi drafted on 
the 24th of June last, and we recommend: 

That the evening classes which University College, Bristol, shall discontinue in 
accordance with the above-mentioned clause be as follows: 

Building construction, Drawing for civil engineers, Engineering workshop, 
Geometrical and mechanical drawing, Hydraulic and machine design, Mechanical 
Engineering, including Applied Mathematics and Testing the strength of materials 
and steam. 

Note: The average attendance at these classes for the last two years has been 47; 
while the average at the evening classes in Music, Zoology, Botany and Human 
Physiology, to be relinquished by the Merchant Venturers’ Technical College, is — for 
the same two years — 50. 

We are, gentlemen, your obedient servants, 

(signed) C. Lloyd Morgan, Principal of University College, Bristol. 
J. Wertheimer, B.Sc., B.A., Principal of the Merchant 
Venturers’ Technical College. 
October 24th, 1901. 


[UBSC, DM 506/58, tipped in between pp. 387/388, in Council minutes of 20 
November (printed bifolium).] 


[384] 1 November 1901. Faculty of Arts and Science minutes 


[After other business] 7. A proposal of the <Lord Bishop of> Bristol to deliver a 
lecture on ice caves in the College Hall was cordially accepted.” 

8. A proposal of the Principal to deliver a lecture on Iceland was also approved. 

9. The following resolution was passed: 

The Faculty of Arts and Science are strongly of opinion that it is undesirable to 
accept the amendment proposed by the Merchant Venturers Technical College to 
clause 3 of the <proposed> concordat [illegible word(s) corrected to] and that the 
limitation of the courses in Botany, Zoology, &c., to be given by the M.V.T.C. to 
evening classes only should not be accepted without adequate concessions being 
made to U.C.B. 

[signed] 29th Nov. 1901. C. Lloyd Morgan. 


[UBSC, DM 506/32 (MS).] 


“° Bishop Browne was a renowned speleologist, author of Ice-Caves of France and Switzerland: A 
Narrative of Subterranean Exploration (1865). 
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[385] 3 December 1901. H.N. Abbot** to Rafter: lost property 


Shannon Court, Bristol. 
3rd Dec. 1901. 
Dear Sir, 
re Steger’s coat.“ 

I refer to this student’s letter, and though the point raised is not free from doubt 
and the more so in consequence of a somewhat recent decision in the Queen’s Bench 
where the judges held a restaurant keeper liable for the coat of a customer that was 
taken after the waiter had taken it and hung it up, still, I think that the balance of cases 
is favourable to the College and that the student would be held to have accepted the 
risk in availing himself without objection to the accommodation provided for his 
coat. 

I recommend you, therefore, to reply to his letter that the College, while regretting 
his loss, have no alternative but to disclaim any liability in respect of it. 

Yours truly, 

(signed) H.N. Abbot. 


[UBSC, DM 506/55, pp. 447-8 (MS); copied into Local Executive Committee 
minutes of the same day.] 


[386] 29 January 1902. Local Executive Committee minutes 


[After other business] Reporting the recent deputation to the Chancellor of the 
Exchequer in the matter of an increased grant to the English university colleges 
the Chairman remarked that the Chancellor held out no hope of any increase. He 
promised, however, that he would give his close attention to the subject after perusing 
the reports of the commissioners who had lately visited the colleges, and intimated 
that the new colleges which had been applying for a share of the grant would bring 
about no disturbance in the present vote. Referring to Bristol in particular the 
Chancellor remarked that the College does not seem to have attracted much of the 
support of the citizens.“ 


[UBSC, DM 506/55, pp. 449-50 (MS).] 


“8 Henry Napier Abbot, solicitor and key member of the UCB Council; married to Albert Fry’s elder 
daughter. 

““ George Steger, an evening student, had claimed compensation for a greatcoat which strayed from the 
College cloakroom. 

“S The 1902 review maintained the existing grant, adding only an extra £2000 to be shared by Reading 
and Southampton: Vernon, Universities and the State, pp, 140-1. 
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[387] 5 February 1902. Speech by R.B. Haldane“ to the University College 
Colston Society 


The question of the extension of the university movement in this country has 
certain merits. For the idle politician in the enforced seclusion of a prolonged 
period of opposition it affords opportunities. It has this enormous advantage, that 
it is entirely a non-party question, and one can work at it with the assurance that 
those of the most varying shades of political opinion are likely and willing to co- 
operate. 

[After extolling the virtues of the German system of higher education, notes that 
England's universities have recently multiplied with the addition of Wales, Victoria, 
Birmingham, and, as a teaching university, London.] 

Now the West of England! It is at present without the pale.“ You have been up 
to now devoid of anything of the kind. It seems to me that there is probably no 
part of the United Kingdom which is really more in need of the concentration of 
academic purpose which a university alone can give than the West of England. You 
have this admirable institution, the University College, in Bristol; you have that 
great and most efficiently organised institution, the Merchant Venturers’ Technical 
College; but you lack what nothing can take the place of — the influence of the 
university itself, which alone can mould and concentrate the academic purpose of 
the place; which can hall-mark with its degrees the people who have reached an 
adequate point of efficiency, and the place of which can be taken by nothing which 
has a lower standing. 

Now, I should like, if you will permit me, to approach for a moment the 
consideration of what an institution of that kind in the West of England must be. 
Remember what we have to start with. You must bear in mind the necessities of 


“ Barrister and Liberal MP; Secretary of State for War 1905-12; created Viscount 1911; later Lord 
Chancellor for both Liberal and Labour governments; also much involved in education; second Chancellor 
of Bristol University from 1911 to his death in 1928: autobiography (1929); studies by F.B. Maurice 
(1937-9), D. Sommer (1960), and E. Ashby and M. Anderson (1974); ODNB. 

“6 Haldane had already cast Bristol as Cinderella; speaking in Liverpool on 22 Oct. 1901 he asked: 
“Why should not Liverpool and Manchester, with their public spirit and rapidly increasing populations, 
possess, as in Germany they certainly would, their own Universities? How ridiculous it is to dread that 
such Universities would prove Liliputians! Why should Leeds not be the headquarters of a Yorkshire 
University? Why should not Birmingham, where the energy and influence of Mr Chamberlain have 
brought about a remarkable fresh development, be the centre for the Midlands; and why should not 
Bristol, where the soil has so far proved somewhat less fertile, be made by State cultivation the centre for 
the South-West of England?’: Education & Empire: Addresses on Certain Topics of the Day (1902), p. 
33. Haldane attributed the derisory phrase ‘Liliputian Universities’ to his future Cabinet colleague James 
Bryce: Autobiography, p. 139. 
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the part of the country you are dealing with, so that your University must not be 
of a hard and fast a priori type, but adapted to the needs of the locality. Oxford and 
Cambridge have a magnificent history; they are the outcome of long traditions, but 
the class of people they reach is not the class of people you wish to reach through 
your University. You want the new University to be available as a University for the 
rich, but also you want to reach the people generally. 

Your University in the West of England must touch the industrial and commercial, 
as well as the academic, life of the people. Culture, yes, yet not culture only, but 
with the double aim I have already insisted on carried out in the fashion most closely 
adapted to the needs of the locality. 

The citizens of Bristol must not be selfish. If you have a great institution of this 
kind, you must try to bring within its ambit as much as possible of the rest of the 
country of which you are the centre. And, therefore, it is good to survey the field just 
a little, in order to see with what we have to deal. Yours is a great commercial city 
with a great colonial trade, and that must be borne in mind in considering what you 
should provide for in framing and fashioning your University. But you have also to 
consider the needs of other parts of the West of England, and to see what institutions 
of a university type there are which you can make available and bring into your 
scheme, and which may lend their strength in assisting you in the fulfilment of a 
common purpose. I know that you have near at hand some places which possess the 
promise and potency of academic life in the future, and the realisation of it in part in 
the present. 

Within the last few years there has sprung up a very remarkable and energetic 
University College at Reading with a very distinguished Principal, a man who was 
well worthy to co-operate with Principal Lloyd Morgan and Principal Wertheimer 
in work of reorganising higher education in the West of England.’ At Southampton 
there is the Hartley Institute, and at Exeter the Royal Albert Memorial College; and 
there are possibilities of development in the future in such great towns as Plymouth 
and Devonport. 

All these things have to be considered when you frame your scheme [...] It is 
perfectly true that it will not suit your purpose to establish a university of a purely 
collegiate kind, of the type of the Scotch and German universities, or, still less, a 
university which really derives its force entirely from the colleges, such as is the 
case in the old Universities of Oxford and Cambridge. It probably would not suit 
your needs to attempt a federation of somewhat heterogeneous bodies to which I 
have referred, after the fashion of the federal Universities of Victoria or Wales, 
where, in the case of Victoria in particular, they have three colleges much of the 
same pattern and type, delegating to the University certain of their powers for a 
common end. [...] 

It is not necessary to go into the details of such a scheme. These can only be 
determined by a study of what is to be found on the spot by a close survey of the 
actual conditions to be dealt with. [...] 

Take such an industry as marine engineering. The great Government schools are 
in the West of England, and I see no reason why we should not, before long, see a 
further development of teaching in such schools, which thus might set an example 


“7 Halford John Mackinder (Kt 1920), first Principal the Reading College from 1892 to 1903, then 
Director of the LSE, of which he had been one of the founders. 
“8 As the University Extension College had known since 1900. 
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to the world by the resources which a Government department has placed at their 
disposal in the matter of marine engineering. 

It is a university on this pattern you would do most wisely to aim at in the West 
of England. It has the merit of leaving autonomy to all the institutions; it disturbs 
none. The time may come when in Bristol you will see your great institutions 
desiring to federate with the University. That is a question for the future. It is not in 
any way essential to the scheme. The merit of the scheme is that it leaves autonomy 
to the constituent bodies, and yet provides a means which would lead them to join 
in a rivalry raising them to the highest level a university could demand. You will 
not require much money. With the fees from the examinations, very little would 
suffice to provide for and get together a senate or university court, and select the 
examiners, some of whom should be independent and external, but others should 
be teachers within the University; for I am one of those who hold that in an 
institution of this kind, or of any kind, one can not satisfactorily divorce the 
teacher from the examiner altogether. I know what a remarkable Medical School 
you have, as a Faculty of University College. It is not difficult to see how this 
School might be developed still further under auspices such as these. There 
can be no doubt that such a University could create teaching of a character that 
would be valuable to the merchants and to the commerce of a great city, by 
affording systematic training in commercial methods. All these things may be in 
the future, but the time is now ripe for a movement such as this in the West of 
England. 

It seems to me, I repeat, that the time has come when the citizens of Bristol 
should follow the example offered them in the North — the example of Liverpool, 
Manchester, Leeds, and Birmingham, and aim at creating for that part of the United 
Kingdom which has been left out of the sphere of university influence the pattern of 
university which is best adapted to the needs and economic conditions of the West 
of England, and the way does not seem to me to be a difficult one if the will is there. 
Our interests as a nation demand that the effort should be made. 


[University of the West of England. Address delivered by Mr. R.B. Haldane, K.C., 
LL.D., M.P., at the third annual Dinner of the University Colston Society, Bristol, 
held on February Sth, 1902 (printed; copy in UBSC, DM 219, ser); pp. 1, 10-12, 
14-16. Full text on CD.] 


[388] 18 February 1902. Jose to Lloyd Morgan 


3 Queen Square. 
18th Feb. 1902. 
Dear Mr Lloyd Morgan, 

I am sorry to have received no decisive answer from M.V.T.C. 

They appear to have mixed up three things together and made them interdependent, 
viz. their agreement with you as to co-ordination, my request to them to agree to 
the Bishop’s suggestion slightly modifying one clause of that agreement, and their 
application to the Technical Committee for a large grant. My Committee has voted 
them £3000 subject to certain conditions [382], and Mr Pope writes that their 
acceptance of one of those conditions depends upon another matter outside of us 
and you, which they are not yet in a position to settle. And until the question of this 
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grant is settled it appears that they have postponed all further consideration of any 
modification of the terms of agreement with your College. 

I am sorry for this complication, which seems to me uncalled for, but as the 
agreement was not to come into force until next September I trust that long before 
then the obstacle mentioned will have been removed. 

Yours very truly, 

(signed) W.W. Jose. 


[UBSC, DM 506/58, pp. 404-5 (MS copy in Council minutes of 19 February, when 
it was decided to take no further action for the present).] 


[389] 2 May 1902. Faculty of Arts and Science minutes 


[After presence] 1. It was decided not to grant permission to M. Arinthot to deliver a 
lecture or lectures in the College on new methods of teaching French. 

2. The Principal reported that the Merchant Venturers had decided not to make 
at present any changes in their courses of instruction, and that practically all 
arrangements between the two institutions were now at an end. 

3. The Principal reported that in making arrangements for lectures for Somerset 
teachers, he had insisted on the absolute independence of Univ. College in determining 
the character of the lectures, and the Faculty expressed its complete approval of this 
action. 

4. The Principal was authorized to confer with Mr Mockridge with regard to the 
[position deleted] future instruction of pupil teachers under the new Education Bill if 
passed,” [but deleted] without committing the College in any way, and to report to 
the Faculty. 


[UBSC, DM 506/32 (MS).] 
[390] 7 May 1902. Local Executive Committee minutes 


[After other business] In the matter of the proposed University for the West of England 
the Principal reported that the Bishop of Bristol had been in informal communication 
with the Merchant Venturers’ Technical College, and the colleges at Reading, Exeter, 
Southampton and Cirencester, and had received initially favourable replies. 


[UBSC, DM 506/56, p. 2 (MS).] 
[391] 4 June 1902. Local Executive Committee minutes 


[After other business] With regard to the proposed course for the training of secondary 
teachers, the Principal reported that Miss Earle and Miss Pease, after having been 
in communication with the Head Mistresses of the local high schools, viz. Clifton, 
Redland, Colston’s Girls’, and Clergy Daughters, gathered that about 13 students in 
all would probably attend the course. 


“° 2 Edw. VII c. 42. Henry Mockridge was a local agent of the National Union of Teachers. 
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The Principal, himself, had communicated with the authorities at Cambridge 
who would be prepared to recognise the College when the scheme is ready; and no 
difficulties wth the Board of Education were anticipated. 

To carry the scheme into effect involved the appointment of a Mistress of Method, 
and it was resolved: 

That the post of Mistress of Method be created with the salary of £120 per annum, 
and that applications be invited forthwith. 


[UBSC, DM 506/56, p. 8 (MS).] [> 393] 
[392] 29 September 1902. House Committee minutes 


[Minutes.] 

Medical Skiagraphy. Bad debts. The Secretary was authorized to write off the 
books two accounts of 7/6 each for skiagrams executed for persons who had since 
become bankrupt. 

Advertising. ‘Jamaica Gleaner’. The Secretary mentioned that although an 
advertisement of the College appeared weekly in the Jamaica Gleaner no student 
could be traced as coming from the island, and suggested that the number of 
advertisements be cut down to one per month.’ 

Approved. 


[UBSC, DM 506/14, p. 249 (MS).] 


[393] 29 October 1902. The Secretary of the Cambridge University Teachers’ 
Training Syndicate to Lloyd Morgan 


King’s College, Cambridge. 
29th Oct. 1902. 
My dear Sir, 
I beg to inform you that at the meeting of the Syndicate yesterday afternoon the 
University College, Bristol, was formally recognised. 
Believe me, yours faithfully, 
(signed) Oscar Browning, Secretary.**! 


[UBSC, DM 506/56, p. 18 (MS); copied into Local Executive Committee minutes 
of 5 November. ] 


[394] 20 January 1903. Albert Fry to Joseph Storrs Fry 


Written in response to correspondence in the local press; copied to the Secretary 
of the British Union for the Abolition of Vivisection 


°° Tn September 1900 the House Committee had commissioned Frank Holmes to take photographs of the 
College buildings for exhibition at Kingston; it was later reported that these had attracted a ‘considerable 
amount of attention’: UBSC, DM 506/14, pp. 232, 234. 

*! Fellow of King’s; first Secretary of the Cambridge Teacher’s Training Sundicate, and first Principal of 
the Cambridge Day Training College. 
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20th Jan. 1903. 

The facts of the case are as follows; previous to his appointment as Professor of 
Physiology in this College Mr Stanley Kent*? held a licence under 39 and 40 Vic. 
cap. 77 [Cruelty to Animals Act, 1876] and this licence has since then been from time 
to time renewed. Professor Kent undertook not to prosecute any experiments falling 
within the scope of his licence, and the College was not then registered as a place 
where such experiments could be conducted. 

In November 1900 on the suggestion of the Medical Officer of Health the 
Physiological laboratory of the College was so registered for one year in order 
that, if necessary, inoculations for plague, or in cases of suspected plague, might be 
performed. 

For inoculations upon animals for the diagnosis of plague, however, a separate 
certificate is required. This was obtained by Professor Stanley Kent and sanctioned 
by the Home Office in November 1900. It lapsed in December 1901 and has not since 
been renewed. 

In January 1901 the ship Rembrandt from South America with plague amongst the 
rats on board was at Avonmouth, and on shore there occurred one case in a man of 
what was probably plague.** 

At that time, when the danger of the disease was imminent, Professor Kent 
performed inoculations on rats and guinea pigs. These inoculations are the only 
experiments of the nature in question that he has performed; this is the full extent to 
which he availed himself of his licence under the Act. 

So strictly has Professor Kent carried out his undertaking to the Council that he refused 
to perform inoculations for tuberculosis at the request of the Medical Officer of Health 
for Bristol, who was forced to send to Manchester that an investigation might be made. 

I need hardly point out that it was essential to act promptly on the occurrence 
of the first suspicion of plague and not to wait until the scourge was already in our 
midst. The object was prevention. Only thus could we save the citizens of Bristol 
from much suffering and prevent many deaths. 


[UBSC, DM 506/56, p. 25 (MS); copied into Local Executive Committee minutes of 
4 February; also in Council minutes of 18 February: DM 506/58, pp. 441-3.] 


[395] 4 February 1903. Local Executive Committee minutes 


[After other business The Principal reported on the entries for the newly established 
day course of training for secondary teachers and mentioned that in organising 
the scheme he had received valuable assistance from Miss Pease, who was also 
undertaking one of the [evening deleted] classes in connection with the evening 
course. As this was quite outside her duties as Mistress of Method of the Day Training 
College the following resolution was passed at the suggestion of the Principal viz: 
That the Principal be requested to convey to Miss Pease the Committee’s 
appreciation of the service she has rendered in the work of organising the course 


“A graduate of Magdalen College, Oxford, Kent had previously taught at Manchester, Oxford and 
St Thomas’s Hospital; appointed to his chair at UCB in 1899; Henry Overton Wills Professor at the 
University until retirement in 1918, continuing active in research for many years. 

*3 WJ. Simpson, A Treatise on Plague: Dealing with the Historical, Epidemiological, Clinical, 
Therapeutical and Preventive Aspects of the Disease (Cambridge, 1905), p. 203; there was no reported 
incidence of plague among Rembrandt’s passengers or crew. 


Section V: Expanding 275 


for secondary teachers, and of the valuable assistance she is rendering in conducting 
some of the classes. 

[Other business.] 

The Chairman reported that he had addressed a letter to the neighbouring County 
Councils (Gloucestershire, Somerset, Wilts, Dorset and Devon) drawing attention to 
the fact that a Department for the Training of Secondary Teachers (women) already 
exists in the College and that facilities are therefore afforded them for the exercise of 
the power given under section 22 of the new Education Act. A copy of this letter had 
also been sent to the Chairman of the Bristol Technical Instruction Committee with a 
request to make such use of it as he thought desirable. 

The Chairman also reported that he had informed the above-mentioned Councils 
that the Council of the College were prepared, if so desired, to submit the names of 
sutable persons for appointment on the new Education Committees if provision to 
that effect be made. [> 397] 


[UBSC, DM 506/56, pp. 26-7 (MS).] 
[396] 27 February 1903. Faculty of Arts and Science minutes 


[After presence] 1. The question of representation of the College on the Local 
Education Authorities was discussed at length [and] it was resolved that: 

The Faculty respectfully urge to the College Council the extreme importance 
of direct representation of the College on the new Education Committee and 
understanding that no provision is made in the scheme for such representation request 
the Council to make application to the Council of the City and County of Bristol for 
the appointment of a member nominated by University College. 


[UBSC, DM 506/32 (MS).] 
[397] 28 February 1903. Albert Fry to Lord Mayor*™ 


University College, Bristol 
28th Feb. 1903. 
My Lord Mayor, 

On the part of the Council of University College, Bristol, I beg to urge the extreme 
importance of the interests of university and higher education being represented on 
the new Education Committee, and for this purpose, of direct representation on such 
Committee being given to University College, Bristol. I understand that no provision 
is made in the scheme to be submitted to the Council of the City of Bristol for such 
representation. I shall be obliged by your bringing the matter before the notice of the 
Town Council and stating that the authorities of University College are prepared to 
nominate or recommend a person of experience in higher education to serve on the 
Education Committee. 

I have the honour to be, my Lord Mayor, your obedient servant, 

(signed) Albert Fry. 


[UBSC, DM 506/56, pp. 32-3 (MS); copied into Local Executive Committee minutes 
of 4 March.] 


“4 Sir Robert Symes, six times in the civic chair (Mayor 1893-5, 1896-8, Lord Mayor 1902-4); knighted 1898. 
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[398] 2 March 1903. Albert Fry to Lord Mayor 


University College, Bristol 
2nd Mar. 1903. 
My Lord Mayor, 

In further reference to the subject on which I addressed a letter to you on Saturday 
28th Feb. [397] I have been informed that it is suggested that the added members of 
the new Education Committee should include a representative of University College, 
and that it is proposed to appoint such a representative at the Council meeting on 
Tuesday [3rd]. Assuming this to be correct I beg to point out that no communication 
has yet been received by the College authorities with regard to such appointment, and 
that the College authorities have therefore been quite unable to express any opinon as 
to the selection of a gentleman to represent them. 

Although it may seem desirable that the actual appointment should rest in the 
hands of the City Council, I submit, on the part of the College authorities, that, as a 
matter of courtesy, they might at least be consulted before any such appointment is 
actually made.*”° 

I have the honour to be, my Lord Mayor, your obedient servant, 

(signed) Albert Fry. 


[UBSC, DM 506/56, p. 33 (MS); copied into Local Executive Committee minutes 
of 4 March. ] 


[399] 4 March 1903. House Committee minutes 


[Among other business] The extension of the telephone system to the premises of the 
Faculty of Arts and Science at an annual cost of £2 was authorised. 


[UBSC, DM 506/14, p. 253 (MS).] 
[400] 13 April 1903. Henry Hobhouse MP** to Jose 


Hadspen House, Castle Cary, Somerset. 
April 13 [7903]. 
Dear Mr Jose, 

I should like to comply with your kind request as I am anxious to do all I can 
to forward education in the West of England. But any time in May is very much 
occupied as I have in addition to Parliamentary work to start the new Somerset 
County Education Committtee. 

The following are the only dates I can offer you: 

May 15th from 12 onwards. 

May 20th from 4 p.m. (after Univ. Coll. Council meeting) <which meets at 2.30 > 

May 21st morning (Ascension Day). 


*> Tn fact the Council meeting of 3 March only determined the structure of the new Education Committee: 
no appointments were made: BRO, M/BCC/BC/1/21, pp. 146-9. 

* Liberal then Liberal Unionist MP for East Somerset from 1885 to 1906; appointed to the Board of 
Education 1900, and a principal agent of the 1902 Education Act; elected to the UCB Council in Nov. 
1902: UBSC, DM 506/59, p. 435; later a Pro-Chancellor of the University. 

“7 Year established from internal evidence. 
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May 29th afternoon. 

I fear that these dates will not admit of two ceremonies but it will surely be better 
to get someone else for the second ceremony. The date that will suit me best is the 
15th. 

Yours v. truly, 

Henry Hobhouse. 
I am glad to hear that you are going to work higher education in Bristol and hope you 
may be able to do something to promote more cooperation between the Univ. Coll. 
and the M.V. Coll. than at present exists. H.H. 


[BRO, SMV/5/6/1/5 (holograph).] 


Albert Fry died on 22 April. His place at the next Council meeting was taken by 
P.J. Worsley 


[401] 20 May 1903. Council minutes 


[Presence and minutes.] 

The Chairman referred to the very great loss the College had sustained in the death 
of Mr Albert Fry and moved the following vote of condolence with Mrs Fry and 
family, which was carried: 

That the Registrar be instructed to convey to the family of the late Mr Albert Fry 
the sincere regret with which the Council of the College have received the news of 
his death; to express their sense of the great loss sustained by the College in being 
deprived of the services of one whose interest in its welfare and progress was zealous 
and unflagging; who as Chairman of Council for 21 years and in every possible way 
devoted much time, thought and energy to its business, and to whose unremitting labours 
the present position of the College is largely due; and at the same time to express their 
deep sympathy with Mrs Albert Fry under the affliction which has befallen her. 


[UBSC, DM 506/58, pp. 447-8 (MS).] 


Alderman W.R. Barker was immediately invited take the vacant seat on the Council; 
P.J. Worsley remained acting Chairman until Lewis Fry was named to succeed his 
brother on 18 November: UBSC, DM 506/59, p. 3] 


[402] 4 November 1903. Local Executive Committee minutes 


[After other business] The Chairman [Worsley] read a letter addressed to him by 
Mr George A. Wills*® stating that his engagements in connection with the Imperial 
Tobacco Co. interfered with his attendance at meetings of the College and suggesting 
his retirement from the Council. 

The Chairman was requested to convey to Mr Wills a strong invitation from the 
Committee to allow his name to remain on the list in the hope that another year the 
clashing of meetings may be avoided. 


[UBSC, DM 506/56, p. 52 (MS).] 


“8 Son of Henry Overton Wills III, Managing Director of the family firm; UCB then University Treasurer 
1909-18, and Chairman of the Council 1914-27; created Baronet 1923. 
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[403] 20 January 1904. Local Executive Committee minutes 


Local Executive Committee 
Special meeting 20th January 1904. 
Present: The Lord Bishop of Bristol (chair) 


Mr J.W. Arrowsmith Dr A.B. Prowse*? 
Alderman Barker Professor J. Rowley 
Professor N.C. Dobson Mr Harry E. Thomas 
Dr C. Lloyd Morgan — T.W. Williams. 

Mr Herbert Nash 


This special meeting was summoned for the purpose of discussing plans and 
estimate for the proposed completion of the North Wing, the building including a 
portion to be known as the Albert Fry Memorial Tower. 

The plans as prepared by Mr Bligh Bond, architect, were explained by Mr 
Arrowsmith and approved. 

It having been ascertained that a total sum of about £3750 will be required to 
complete the new wing and the Albert Fry Tower (not the entrance gates &c.) towards 
which there will be carried to the building a/c from the Albert Fry Memorial Fund the 
sum of £2070 (included in which is the sum of £250 given by Mr J. Storrs Fry) it was 
resolved: 

That the following amounts viz.: £500 from the Welsh Exhibition Committee;*” 
£731 received from Mr Gilmore Barnett (on behalf of Trustees) and £375 (if granted) 
from the University Colston Society be carried to the Building Account. 

It was further resolved: 

That the estimate of Messrs Cowlin & Son for building the main wing and the 
Albert Fry Memorial Tower from design by Mr F. Bligh Bond for the total sum of 
£3600 be approved and that their tender for the same be accepted under the following 
conditions viz.: that they undertake to execute the work to the satisfaction of the 
architect and the Committee with a guarantee that the total cost shall not exceed the 
above amount; that they shall keep a net account of cost of all material and wages, 
and in the event, after adding 10 per cent to such net cost the total outlay shall be less 
than £3600 the College shall be allowed the difference and shall pay only net outlay 
plus 10 per cent. 

Mr Arrowsmith reported that the architect had agreed to make a reduction of one 
per cent of his commission. 

A proposal of Mr Arrowsmith not to engage a clerk of the works on the building 
was approved. 

[signed] Lewis Fry 3 Feb. 1904. 


[UBSC, DM 506/56, pp. 61-2 (MS).] 


*° Physician at the Royal Infirmary from 1888; BMS Lecturer 1888-1904; archaeologist, naturalist and 
horticulturalist, to whom the beauty of Clifton’s now churchless parish churchyard is chiefly owed: SMB, 
p. 21; Munro Smith, BRI, p. 484 and passim; BMCJ, 42 (1925), pp. 148-51; Whitfield, Victorian Doctors, 
pp. 67-76. 

“0 An exhibition of Welsh Industries, held in the Colston Hall from 21 to 23 Oct. 1903, opened by Princess 
Marie Louise; UCB received almost all the £517 profit: Arrowsmith’s Dictionary, p. 186. 
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[404] 2 March 1904. House Committee minutes 


[After other business] With the view of discouraging students defacing the walls of 
the lavatory in the North Wing it was resolved: 

That the walls be lined for a certain distance with white encaustic tiles and that the 
estimate of Messrs L. Thomas & Son to carry out the work for the sum of £9. 4.0. be 
accepted. 


[UBSC, DM 506/14, p. (262). (MS).] 
[405] 1 June 1904. Local Executive Committee minutes 


[After other business] The Faculty [of Arts and Science] also recommended that Mr 
Allan Goss, late Inspector of Schools in Burmah, be placed on the staff as Reader in 
Burmese, but as the power of creating new appointments was vested in the Council, 
the question was referred to that body. 

The Principal, however, was authorised to insert in the new Calendar a notice to 
the effect that arrangements for instruction in Burmese under Mr Goss, as Reader, 
were in progress and that applications from those who wished to study this subject 
should be made to the Registrar.461 


[UBSC, DM 506/56, p. 80 (MS).] 
[406] 11 July 1904. University Extension Lectures Committee minutes 


1904. University College, Bristol. 
University Extension Lectures.“ 

The first Committee meeting was held on Monday July 11 in the Library of Univ. 
Coll., Prof. Barrell in the chair. 

Present: Mrs Abbott,’ Miss H. Sturge,’ Dr Travers,’® Mr T.W. Williams,“ and 
Mr Leonard. 

The Committee. It was proposed by Mr Williams, seconded by Dr Travers, that 
a Committee should be formed to arrange for ‘Univ. Extension’ lectures in Bristol. 


“el Goss served in Burma from 1874 to 1901, when he returned to his native Bristol; he later taught at 
Cambridge and gave a collection of Burmese maps to the University Library; he published Burmese 
Spelling Book (Rangoon, 1907) and other works: The India List and India Office List for 1905 (1905), p. 
505. 

‘© These ‘tutorial classes’ were distinct from the general ‘Extension’ movement, stemming from the 
birth of the Workers’ Educational Association in 1903, and a conference held at Oxford that summer 
under Percival’s presidency: Draper, University Extension, pp. 64-75; Goldman, Dons and Workers, 
pp. 103-28. 

“63 Mrs Henry Napier Abbot, daughter of Albert Fry. 

44 Helen, sister of Emily. 

“6° Morris Travers, FRS, Professor of Chemistry 1904—6; Sir William Ramsay’s pupil, collaborator and 
biographer (1956). 

“66 Thomas Webb Williams, College Solicitor; author of Bristol Memoranda (1908) and other works of 
local history. 
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The Committee to consist of Mrs N. Abbott, Mrs Glazebrook,’ <Mrs Mallet>, Mrs 
Moberley,“* Miss Burns, Miss Cocks, Miss H. Sturge, Miss Pease, Miss <E.H> 
Smith, the Principal of Univ. College, Profs Barrell, <Reynolds and> Travers, 
Mr Pitman,” Mr T.W. Williams, and Mr G.H. Leonard, with power to add to their 
number. It was subsequently suggested that Canon Tetley,’”' Mr Gilmore Barnett, 
Dr E.H. Cook,” Mr Elliott, Dr Parker*” and Mr Worsley with Mrs Pope*” and the 
Misses Brown, Earle and Hodgson, Talbot and Townsend should be asked to join the 
Committee. 

Subject of lectures. It was decided after some discussion that Mr Bond from the 
Oxford Extension Lecture [Syndicate deleted] Society*” should be asked to give a 
short course of six lectures on Gothic architecture, the lectures to be given on Friday 
afternoons at 5 0’ clock beginning on Friday Nov. 4. 

Price of ticket. It was suggested that the [lectures deleted] ticket for the course 
should be 7/6, but this and other matters were left for future settlement. 

Place of lecture. It was decided to ask the Council of Univ. Coll. for the use of the 
hall free of charge, at all events while the scheme was in an experimental stage. 

Secretary. It was decided that Mr Leonard should undertake the work of Secretary 
pro tem. 

[Signed] Frank R. Barrell, 30.ix.04. 


[UBSC, DM 506/35 (MS).] 
[407] 30 September 1904. University Extension Lectures Committee minutes 


[After presence] Place of the lecture. Price of the tickets. The Secretary reported that 
after consultation with the Principal, he has seen Mr Lewis Fry, who after [making 
deleted] such consultation as was possible, wrote to say that the lectures might be 
announced for the large hall at the College ‘subject to the permission of the Council’. 
He reported further, that in order to get the preliminary announcement into print as 
soon as possible, after consultation with such members of the Committee who were 
still to be found in Bristol, it was decided to fix the price of the tickets at 7/6 the 
course ticket, and 1/6 the single ticket 

[Other business.| 

Chairman for first lecture. It was agreed that the Lord Bishop of Bristol should be 
asked to take the chair at the first lecture, and that a chairman should be found (later 
on) for the last lecture. It was proposed that Mr G.H. Oatley, President of the Bristol 
Soc. of Architects,” should be asked to join the Committee and that attempts should 


“67 Wife of the Head Master of Clifton, daughter of Sir Benjamin Brodie, Waynflete Professor of 
Chemistry and Fellow of Magdalen. 

“68 Wife of the Clifton House Master and Gloucestershire cricketer W.O. Moberly. 

4 Wife of another Clifton House Master. 

4 Horace Pitman, Lecturer in Classics from 1901; editor of Tacitus and Aeschylus. 

James George Tetley, Canon of Bristol and Archdeacon 1910-21. 

*® City Councillor and Chairman of the Education Committee; Lord Mayor 1921-2, knighted 1923. 
“George Parker, Physician at the General Hospital; Lecturer in Medical Jurusprudence and Honorary 
Medical Librarian: SMB, p. 21; BMCJ, 54 (1937), pp. 82-90. 

“ Probably wife of the Labour activist and City Councillor W.G. Pope (for whom see Neale, Port, ii, p. 
270). 

“75 *Syndicate’ is the Cambridge term for what in Oxford is properly called a ‘Delegacy’. 

“6 Architect of the Wills Memorial Building and other major work for the University; knighted 1925. 
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be made to interest the clergy and ministers <of the neighbourhood> to use their 
influence to get people, in the outlying districts especially, to attend the lectures. 

Possible surplus. Application for use of the hall. The question of a possible surplus 
was raised from the chair, and it was understood that while the Committee wished to 
secure a sum in hand for promoting the cause of higher education on ‘Univ. Extension’ 
lines in Bristol, especially remembering the needs of working men, it would desire to 
fall in with the wishes of the Council if the Council should wish to make some charge 
for the use of the hall after the course ended. At the same time the Secretary was left 
to make formal application to the Council for the use of the hall, rent free, for Friday 
Nov. 4, and the five following Fridays, expressing the willingness of the Committee 
to pay, if necessary, for light and service. 

Hospitality. It was decided to make arrangements for such hospitality for the 
lecturer as he might need. 


[UBSC, DM 506/35 (MS).] 


On 19 October the Chairman, Prof. Barrell, reported that the Council proposed to 
charge a guinea a lecture for use of the hall. [> 454] 


[408] 5 October 1904. Local Executive Committee minutes 


[After other business] A letter received from the Home Office was read approving 
the course of instruction in Mining Engineering at the College under the Coal Mines 
Regulation Amendment Act 1903,‘ and suggesting supplementary instruction on 
the part of a mining engineer. 

Resolved: That the question of providing this additional instruction be referred to 
the Engineering sub-committee for consideration and report. 

[Other business.] 

Respecting the proposed interview with Sir Owen Roberts, Clerk to the 
Clothworkers’ Company, re the Company’s grant, the Registrar reported that Sir 
Owen [would not spare more than a few minutes to discuss the matter deleted] <had 
intimated that the Company had definitely withdrawn their grant, and that no object 
would be served by an interview> with the Bishop of Hereford and the Bishop of 
Bristol. Consequently it had been thought advisable not to press for an interview but 
to consider the delegation discharged. 


[UBSC, DM 506/56, pp. 85, 87 (MS).] 


[409] 11 October 1904. Clothworkers’ Company Trusts and General 
Superintendence Committee minutes 


University College, Bristol. Read letter of 10th instant from Mr James Rafter, 
Registrar and Secretary to the University College, Bristol, asking the Company to 
nominate a representative on the Council of the College — Mr Sugg’s term of office 
having just expired. 


UBSC holds a large collection of his plans. Principal study by S.M. Whittingham (Bristol PhD thesis, 
2005). 
“7 3 Edw. VII c. 7. 
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As the Company’s subscription (£100 per annum) has now been discontinued 
(1904) the Court is recommended not to make a further nomination. 


[Clothworkers’ Co. Archives, CL/B/2/20, p. 5 (MS); referring to Trusts and General 
Superintendence Committee minute of 25 November 1903: ‘That this subscription 
be discontinued as already notified’: CL/B/2/19, p. 299.] 


[410] 11 October 1904. Sir Owen Roberts to the Principal 


Clothworkers’ Hall, Mincing Lane, E.C. 
11th Oct. 1904. 
Dear Sir, 

Replying to your letter of 10th instant I have to state that the Company do not 
propose to re-elect a representative member on the Council of University College, 
Bristol, having regard to the fact that their subscription to the College has now 
terminated — as has been already intimated. 

Yours faithfully, 

(signed) Owen Roberts, The Clerk to the Company. 


[UBSC, DM 506/56, pp. 92-3 (MS); copied into the Local Executive Committee 
minutes of 2 November, when the Registrar was asked to consult the conditions 
under which the Company elected a representative.] 


[411] 14 October 1904. Report to the Co-ordination (Higher Education) 
Committee of the City Council; presented by Alderman Jose (extract) 


Science. There are three institutions which provide advanced scientific teaching: 
University College, Merchant Venturers’ Technical College and the Clifton 
Laboratory. 

The two first-named have certain admitted spheres of their own. To the 
University College, Bristol, belong the Faculties of Medicine, Law and History, 
English Language and Literature, pure Science, generally the higher scientific 
and professional training of teachers; while to the Merchant Venturers’ Technical 
College belong technological and commercial subjects (beyond the initial 
knowledge of such subjects which may be given in elementary day and evening 
schools) and the technical education of those engaged or to be employed in the 
great trades and industries of this country. 

But outside these there is a borderland, the word ‘technical’ being very difficult 
to define, and I find both University College, Bristol and the Merchant Venturers’ 
Technical College, having a School of Engineering and both preparing students for 
the highest scientific degrees. Prolonged negotiations were carried on by the late 
Technical Instruction Committee with the object of delimiting the spheres of the two 
colleges in respect of this borderland, and making their schemes to mutually fit into 
and be the complement of each other. We had come a good way towards a mutual 
understanding, but on [one] or two points seemed to have almost reached an impasse, 
when the subject was dropped in prospect of expected legislation regarding higher 
education which has issued in the Education Act of 1902. 

In endeavouring now to arrange these matters I would say that it seems 
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unreasonable to expect University College to have no School of Engineering; 
probably not one exists in this country without it; nor, on the other hand, can 
we for a moment ask our great Technical College to omit one of the principal 
items entering into manufacturing, mining, building and shipping industries; and, 
as a matter of fact, the Engineering fees at University College, Bristol, being 
distinctly higher than those at the Merchant Venturers’ Technical College, do, as 
a general rule, attract a different class of students, so that they are not really in 
sharp competition with each other; and it should also be considered that a large 
proportion of the students at University College, Bristol, who take an Engineering 
course also take other courses with it, and would not come to the College at all if 
the Engineering course were excluded. This would mean a very serious loss to the 
finances of the College, without any corresponding gain to the Merchant Venturers’ 
Technical College, for the students in question (or most of them) would go to 
Cardiff or Birmingham, or some other university college which would given them 
the combined courses they want. 

I do not think, therefore, that either college should be asked to give up its 
Engineering courses: but the different scale of fees should be maintained, and each 
college should keep before it a distinct aim (as far as possible), viz. the Merchant 
Venturers’ Technical College to prepare those who are to be directly employed 
in the industries or commerce of this country, and University College, Bristol, 
those who intend to be teachers or professors of Engineering or to practise as civil 
engineers. 

Degrees. As regards preparation for Science degrees (the only degrees in which 
an overlap occurs), I do not think any harm will be done by allowing both colleges 
to train for these, as they will probably train the different class of students who come 
to them; though, strictly speaking, it would seem a more natural division that the 
Merchant Venturers’ Technical College should confine itself to Engineering degrees, 
leaving those of B.Sc. and D.Sc. to University College. 

There are a few minor subjects which are now dealt with at both colleges, but these 
are details which probably could be arranged without difficulty. 

Clifton Laboratory. This institution is doing very important and valuable work, 
which is well worthy of encouragement, but it is work which might well form part 
of the scheme of University College, and its Governors have made an excellent 
suggestion: that the Education Committee should appoint a small sub-committee 
to meet representatives of University College, Bristol, and the Clifton Laboratory, 
to consider and report upon the question whether, and on what terms, the Clifton 
Laboratory classes should be taken over by the University College, and by this 
means a needed development of evening classes in a sphere somewhat distinct from 
those of the Merchant Venturers’ Technical College be brought about. 


[UBSC, DM 506/59, pp. 35-9 (MS); copied into Council minutes of 16 November, 
where representatives were nominated to the proposed sub-committee. ] 


[412] 16 November 1904. Council minutes 
[After other busines.| The Principal reported that the Faculty [of Arts and Science] 


had under consideration the advisability of drawing up a definite statement of aims 
and requirements respecting the proposed University for Bristol and suggested that 
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it would be very helpful towards the attainment of that object if the Council were 
to empower the Local Executive Committee to appoint a certain number of their 
members to consider the question with members of the Senate. 

Approved. 


[UBSC, DM 506/59, p. 40 (MS).] [> 415] 
[413] 7 December 1904. Local Executive Committee minutes 


[After other business] The Principal reported that in order to secure the recognition 
of the Day Training College hostel by the Board of Education, for the purpose of 
securing an additional grant from that Board, it was necessary, as the only feasible 
plan, that the house should be placed under the control of a committee nominated by 
and responsible to the Council of University College. 

Resolved: That the management of the hostel be assumed in the manner indicated 
above, and that the management committee consist of 12 persons, 6 of whom at 
present represent the Council and staff on the local committee, and the following 6 
whose names are suggested by the local committee viz.: Miss A.M. Morse, Miss G. 
Taylor, Miss F.M. Townsend, Miss M.S.K. Wait, Mr Harry Coward and Mr Augustus 
Smith. [> 583] 

The Principal further reported that it was proposed to form a Board of Social 
and Economic Studies in co-operation with the Charity Organisation Society,’ the 
object being to bring practical social work into touch with the academic side of the 
College. The Board, if formed, would consist of 6 members, viz. 3 nominated by the 
Charity Organisation Society and 3 by the Council of the College. 

The suggestion was approved, it being understood that the College would 
incur no financial responsibility in connection with the scheme, and the following 
representatives were nominated viz.: the Right Hon. Lewis Fry, Dr C. Lloyd Morgan 
and Professor Barrell. 


[UBSC, DM 506/56, pp. 98-9 (MS).] 
[414] 25 January 1905. Sir William Wills to Arrowsmith 


Blagdon R.S.O. Somerset 
25 Janry 05. 
Dear Arrowsmith, 

Iam sorry to damp your expectations, but I am bound to do it. 

At your request, I have already helped Univ. Coll. Bristol pretty handsomely, 
and simply I have other interests which have a stronger claim upon me, so please 
consider this as my reply to yours of yesterday. 

For myself, I am not in love with this idea of local University. I would have 
preferred to develope [sic] Oxford and Camb. I fear making degrees too cheap and 
too local, but this is too large a question to discuss now, and I think you will admit 
that it is. 


48 Founded in 1869 as the Society for Organising Charitable Relief and Repressing Mendicity, later 
renamed the Family Welfare Association and still operating as Family Action. Among its earliest 
promoters was S.A. Barnett: H.O.W. Barnett, Canon Barnett: His Life, Work, and Friends (3rd edn, 1921), 
pp. 27-9, 655-61. 
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Iam sorry that I cannot support Lewis Fry but I shall be away from Bristol. 
Very truly yours, 
W.H. Wills. 


[UBSC, DM 219, ser. 1 (holograph).] 
[415] 15 February 1905. Council minutes 


[From the report of the Local Executive Committee] 

1. Acting on the suggestion of the Senate a joint Buildings Committee has 
been formed, consisting of six representatives on [recte of] the Council and two 
representatives of the Senate. The former are the Chairman and Vice-Chairman of 
the Council, Mr J.W. Arrowsmith, Mr T.W. Williams, and the Principal. 

2.A joint committee consisting of an equal number of the members of the Council 
and of the Senate has been appointed to consider the question of a University for 
Bristol [<4 412]. The Council’s representatives are: the Chairman and Vice-Chairman 
of the Council, the Treasurer. the Lord Bishop of Bristol, Mr J.W. Arrowsmith, Dr 
E.H. Cook and Professor Dobson; the Senate being represented by the Principal, the 
Dean, Professors Barrell, Ferrier, Kent, Swayne*” and Travers. [425] 

[Other business.| 

9. Your Committee has pleasure in reporting that the Treasury grant to the College 
has been raised to £2000 per annum. A sum of £9000 still remains unappropriated but 
to what extent the College will participate in this it is impossible to state.“*° 


[UBSC, DM 506/59, pp. 51, 53 (MS).] 
[416] 6 May 1905. Travers to Lloyd Morgan 


6 May 1905. 
Dear Mr Principal, 

In electing a representative to succeed Professor Rowley on the Council, it is 
our duty to consider the particular needs of the College at this critical period of its 
history. 

If the University movement is to be carried to a successful issue, it is necessary 
that the policy which has been declared both by the Council and Faculty should be 
kept in the forefront, and above all that such course of action as is taken shall be 
regulated by a knowledge of the problems involved. 

We need a representative who is thoroughly conversant with the University 
question, with the needs and requirements of a modern university, and with its 
relationship to the community, and who has had the opportunity of studying the 
problems at home and abroad. 

I have discussed the matter with some of my colleagues, and I am voicing their 
opinion in suggesting that in Professor R.M. Ferrier we shall find a most able 


“7 W.C. Swayne, Obstetric Surgeon at the Royal Infirmary from 1891; Professor of Midwifery at UCB 
from 1902, continuing as Professor of Obstetrics in the University; killed by his deranged son-in-law in 
1925: SMB, pp. 20, 50; Munro Smith, BRI, p. 398 and passim; BMCJ, 42 (1925), pp. 92-7. 

‘8° Tn the last months of Balfour’s government the Chancellor of the Exchequer, Austen Chamberlain, 
authorised a substantial increase in aid to the university colleges: Vernon, Universities and the State, pp. 
141-2; Ashby and Anderson, Haldane on Education, p. 94. 
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representative; for beyond possessing the qualifications I have mentioned, his wide 
knowledge of the commercial life of Bristol and his acquaintance with many of her 
leading citizens, give him a certain facility for advancing our interests. 


[UBSC, DM 389, pp. 11-12 (typescript).] 


On 16 June Ferrier and Barrell were elected by the Faculty of Arts and Science 
as its representatives on the Council in place of Rowley and F.J. Fry. On 30 June the 
Council recorded its appreciation of Rowley’s service in the chair of Modern History 
and Literature for nearly thirty years, and he was subsequently made Emeritus 
Professor: UBSC, DM 506/59, pp. 65-6, 78. 


[417] 17 May 1905. Council minutes 


[After other business] The Registrar reported that the collection of portraits of eminent 
British women, which the Council had agreed to lend for exhibition at Grosvenor 
House, London, had not arrived on time to be exhibited owing to the dilatoriness of 
Mr Newcombe, the forwarding agent employed. Resolved: 

That payment of Mr Newcombe’s account be withheld in consequence of his 
failing to carry out his contract with the College.**' 

[Other business.] 

The Principal stated that he had received a post-card from a gentleman in the 
United States who said he knew of one who is prepared to contribute the sum of 
25,000 dollars towards a scheme for the University of Bristol. 


[UBSC, DM 506/59, pp. 61-2 (MS).] 
[418] 19 July 1905. Council minutes 


[After presence] The Principal reported that 16 applications for the chair of Modern 
History had been received; that the selection sub-committee had chosen two 
candidates, viz. Mr G.H. Leonard M.A., and F.M. Powicke, B.A., to appear before 
the Council and that the Faculty of Arts and Science recommended the appointment 
of Mr Leonard.**” 

The two candidates having been interviewed it was resolved: 

That Mr G.H. Leonard be appointed Professor of Modern History; that he be 
required to enter upon the duties of his chair on the Ist October 1905; that his salary 
be £300 per annum; and that the engagement be terminated by three months’ written 
notice on either side, such notice to date from the end of the quarter in which it is 
given. 


[UBSC, DM 506/59, p. 68 (MS).] 


48! These were framed photographs. In the previous year some had been lent for the International Congress 
of Women at Berlin, evidently without mishap: UBSC, DM 506/59, p. 22. The collection was assembled 
by the suffrage campaigner Helen Blackburn (UCB student 1886-8), and donated by her to the Women’s 
Reading Room in 1894. It cannot now be located: L.B. Voss Snook, ‘The women’s reading room’, The 
Magnet, 2/5 (21 June 1900), pp. 161-3; Dryhouse, No Distinction, pp. 36-7. 

4° For Leonard see 278 above. His selection in preference to the future Sir Maurice Powicke (Regius 
Professor of Modern History at Oxford 1928-47) appears a misjudgement, but Powicke’s distinction was 
not yet appreciated; he went instead to Liverpool in 1905 but failed to secure tenure: ODNB. 
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[419] 24 July 1905. Rowley to Lloyd Morgan 


Denegarth, Leigh Woods, Clifton, Bristol. 
24 July, 1905. 
Dear Lloyd Morgan, 

Iam very glad that you and Barrell have come to see the matter as I see it and to 
decide as I wished. I am relieved, too; when a man takes the extreme course I have 
taken, [and deleted] <yet> is not sure he has adequate warrant for doing so, he ought, 
I conceive, to be infinitely resolute to persist in his purpose to the end, even at the 
cost of seeming ungracious to generous friends. Now your very great kindness of 
manner and expression at our interview made a distinct impression on my firmness; 
and the ungraciousness of a refusal began to assume rather an ugly look. But after an 
interval my uneasiness returned; and <I> began to fear that I should cut a somewhat 
sorry figure, not perhaps to a single one of my colleagues, but to myself. From this 
fear your letter has released me; and I sincerely congratulate myself on the decision 
having fallen into the hands of such sensible and sympathetic friends as you and 
Barrell. 

I hope too that the three recent cases — Fanshawe’s, [mine and deleted], <Miss 
Earle’s> and mine — will be allowed the virtue of a conclusive precedent; that you 
will break the yoke of testimonializing from off your necks, and transmit to your 
successors in the College a tradition proscriptive of the practice save in the rarest and 
most extraordinary cases. It is [the deleted] extreme rarity only that gives significance 
and value to such things as testimonials. 

I can honestly assure you that no testimonial could have the worth for me that 
your words regarding your own feeling towards me and that of my colleagues have 
and always will have. In two most important respects I have been wanting as a 
colleague just as in two most important respects I have been wanting as a Professor; 
but my consciousness of the deficiencies only adds to the sustaining power of the 
cognizance given me that the regards and regrets of my fellow workers pass with me 
into retirement, as beyond all doubt they make it more touching. And to your own 
personal acknowledgement I find it now possible to answer only, that from the first — 
after you became our chief and I got to know you better — I saw in you a man that it 
would <not only> be both extremely difficult and specially graceless to quarrel with 
but also a matter of pride to co-operate with. I am sincerely grateful that my lot has 
fallen among such colleagues and <with> such a chief. 

My wife and I will be most happy to dine with Mrs Lloyd Morgan and you and to 
meet my latest successor on Friday <next>. 

Very sincerely yours, 

J. Rowley. 


[UBSC, DM 128/140 (holograph).] 
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[420] 31 July 1905. Local Executive Committee: minutes of special meeting 


[After presence] The Chairman [Lewis Fry] drew attention to a discussion in the 
Town Council reported in the Western Daily Press of Wednesday July 26th in which 
statement had been made that the College had offered to do the analytical work of 
the City under the Sale of Food and Drugs Acts for a specified sum.** He also drew 
attention to a letter which he had written to the Lord Mayor and which had appeared 
in the local papers. 

The Principal furnished a statement of the action which Professor Kent had taken 
so far as it was known to him. 

After some discussion it was resolved: 

That the Chairman send a further letter to the papers as under: 

‘Sir, / With reference to the recent discussion in the City Council relating to the work 
of the City Analyst and the statement that some communications had been received from 
the College with regard to such work I am requested by the Executive Committee of the 
College to state that the subject had never been brought to the notice of the Council or 
the Executive Committee nor had anyone been authorised to make any communication 
to the City Council or any of its members in reference to it. / I am, Sir.’*“* 

A letter from the Town Clerk addressed to Mr Lewis Fry and dated 27th July was 
read. In that letter enquiry was made whether analyses under the Food and Drugs 
Acts could not, if terms be agreed, be done by a member of the staff of the College 
temporarily ... [so written] and if the Council of the College would consent to any 
such arrangement being made. 

After discussion it was resolved: 

That the Committee do not give permission to any member of the staff of the 
College to undertake the work in question. 

The Principal was instructed to send a copy of the resolution to the Town Clerk and 
to express on the part of the Committee their regret that, after due consideration, they 
had to return a negative answer to the enquiry contained in the Town Clerk’s letter.” 


[UBSC, DM 506/56, pp. 124-5 (MS).] 


The City Council was reviewing the position of Public Analyst following the 
resignation of F.W. Stoddart. On 25 July they adopted a proposal from W.G. Pope 
that interim arrangements be made with UCB for analysis of samples under the 
Sale of Food and Drugs Act 1875 (38 & 39 Vict. c. 63). On 6 September the Watch 
Committee reported that the College authorities had ‘declined to undertake any such 
work’, and the Council subsequently appointed a locum: BRO, M/BCC/BC/1/23, pp. 
270, 276-7, 294, 301. 


[421] 20 September 1905. Council minutes (special meeting) 
[Presence.| 


The Principal referred to the correspondence that had passed between himself and 
the Town Clerk since the Council last met respecting the conduct of bacteriological 


“83 Section 10 the regulated the appointment and duties of public analysts. 

484 Dated that day and published in the WDP of the next. 

485 Since 1900 the Town Clerk had been E.J. Taylor, a former Gloucestershire cricketer: CCR, p. 7; Large, 
MGB, p. 59; Green, Gloucestershire, p.24 and passim. 
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examinations at the College as heretofore, and said that the City Council (or, as Mr Barker 
pointed out, the Health Committee acting in conjunction with the Watch Committee) 
pressed for a definite reply by the 21st September: hence this special meeting. 

After lengthy discussion Mr Arrowsmith proposed the following resolution: 

That a reply be sent to the Town Clerk that this Council cannot see their way to 
permit the present arrangement to continue. 

As the proposition was not seconded it was not put to the meeting. 

It was thereupon resolved: 

(1) That the Council regret that they are unable to undertake on behalf of the College 
as an institution the work of bacteriological examinations, but they are prepared to 
give permission that one of the members of the College staff shall undertake such 
work upon his own responsibility; such arrangement to be at all times subject to the 
approval of the Council of the College. 

(2) That a copy of the above resolution be forwarded to the Town Clerk. 


[UBSC, DM 506/59, pp. 72-3 (MS).] 
[422] 4 October 1905. Local Executive Committee minutes 


[After other business] At the completion of the business on the agenda Mr Jose 
reported that the Merchant Venturers’ Society had informed the Town Council that 
their College would be prepared to undertake analyses under the Food and Drugs Act 
provided the work was declined by University College. 

This gave rise to some discussion on the action of Professor Kent in the matter and 
it was resolved: 

That Professor Kent be informed that the Executive Committee would consider at 
their next meeting in November the arrangements made by him with the City under 
the Food and Drugs Act and the statements which appeared in the public press of the 
proceedings of the Town Council; that he be invited to make any communication 
he desired to send in on the subject; and that the Principal be requested to prepare a 
report on the whole question for presentation to the City Council. 


[UBSC, DM 506/56, pp. 133-4 (MS).] 
[423] 1 November 1905. Local Executive Committee minutes 


[After other business] Statements by the Chairman [Lewis Fry] and Professor Kent 
relating to the examination of specimens for the City Council having been read and 
a full discussion thereon having taken place, it was resolved: 

That the Committee regret that in the recent action of Professor Kent with relation 
to work external the College he failed adequately to observe the instructions of the 
Committee that they should be kept informed of all negotiations proposed or in 
progress. 

It was resolved: 

That the Faculty of Medicine be requested to enquire into and report upon the 
manner in which the duties of the Professor of Physiology are carried out. 


[UBSC, DM 506/56, pp. 138-9 (MS).] 
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[424] 6 December 1905. Local Executive Committee minutes 


[Report of the sub-committee of the Faculty of Medicine in response to the resolution 
of 4 October (422). While conceding that regulations for the Department of 
Physiology were inadequate, Prof. Kent was criticised for pursuing external interests 
while giving only minimal direction; not enough classes were provided, and many 
students for the Intermediate MB and First FRCS examinations had migrated to 
London. Such students as remained in Bristol had however obtained good results .| 

The following resolution proposed by Mr J.W. Arrowsmith, seconded by Mr 
Herbert Nash**° was put to the meeting and lost, viz.: 

“The Executive Committee of Bristol University College having received the 
“report of the Faculty of Medicine on the manner in which the duties of the Professor 
of Physiology are carried out” are of opinion that these duties have not been carried 
out in a satisfactory manner; feeling also their confidence in Professor Kent to be 
much shaken they suggest that he be requested to resign the office he now holds in 
Bristol University College.’ 

The following resolution proposed by Professor Ferrier, seconded by Mr PJ. 
Worsley was thereupon put to the meeting and carried nem. con., Viz.: 

‘That the Executive Committee in receiving the “report of the Faculty of Medicine 
on the manner in which the duties of the Professor of Physiology have been carried 
out” express their regret and dissatisfaction that the teaching of Physiology has been 
so unsatisfactory and that a report of this character should have to be presented. 

The Executive Committee approve the proposals made by the Faculty of Medicine 
for the future conduct of the Department which they expect to be carried out in their 
entirety and they rely on Professor Kent’s strict observance of such recommendations.’ 


[UBSC, DM 506/56, pp. 146-54 (typescript impasted), 155 (MS).] 
[425] 28 February 1906. Resolution of the Senate 


That the Senate of University College, Bristol, is of the opinion that the foundation 
of a University in Bristol can only be accomplished at the hands of a committee 
consisting of leading citizens of Bristol, of persons of influence in the West of 
England, and of representatives of existing institutions. 

That should such a committee be formed and should the Council of the College 
think fit to advise the governors to take powers to transfer the funds, lands and 
buildings of the College to a University for Bristol, the Senate wishes to assure the 
Council of its cordial support. 

The Senate further expresses the opinion that, provided a public enquiry by 
educational experts be made, no other guarantee of the integrity of the College or of 
the interests of the staff is either necessary or desirable. 


[UBSC, DM 506/56, pp. 167-8 (MS copy in Local Executive Committee minutes 
of 7 March).] 


486 Businessman and Trustee of the General Hospital: CCR, p. 233; BRO, 40528/3/5/6. 
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[426] 17 March 1906. Percival to Arrowsmith. 


The Palace, Hereford. 
March 17. 1906 
Dear Mr Arrowsmith, 

I saw Haldane yesterday and am writing this in the train. 

He was very nice, and he would no doubt see you before 30th if you wish but he 
said he could add nothing to what he told me yesterday, and I don’t think it would 
be worth your while to make a journey to London for the purpose. What he said 
amounted to this. 

You must look to the amount of subscriptions which Sheffield raised as about the 
minimum which the Privy Council would require. 

He admitted that our point as the one undoubted place for the West of E. giving us 
a stronger claim than that of Sheffield; but we should have to approach the Sheffield 
amount. 

What this is I don’t know but it can easily be ascertained. 

When you have the figures would it not be well to talk over the matter privately 
with Lord Winterstoke before the 30th inst.? 

As to Merchant Venturers Mr H. thinks, as I do, that the best plan is to go steadily 
forward, as if their College did not exist, and get all possible support. When we are 
strong enough to go to the Privy Council they will have to make up their minds 
about their policy and the chances are they will see that they had better come in on 
reasonable terms. 

Believe me, yours sincerely, 

J. Hereford. 
P.S. I enclose my cheque for £5. My dinner ticket I must pay you for later — I don’t 
know the amount. 
[Vertically marginated on the first page] I have a nice note from the American 
ambassador.**’ 


[UBSC, DM 219, ser. | (holograph).] 
[427] 31 March 1906. Percival to Arrowsmith 


The Palace, Hereford. 
March 31. 1906 
(in the train) 
Dear Mr Arrowsmith, 

You must feel, as indeed we must all do, that your gathering last night was a 
success beyond all our expectations, and it has with the aid of those splendid 
donations promised by Mr Lewis Fry, practically insured the success of the University 
movement. 

It now only remains to take the tide at the flood. I had no opportunity of asking Mr 
Fry what he thinks should be done at once; but you and he probably have a plan of 
campaign for the immediate future. 


‘87 Whitelaw Reid, joint guest of honour (with Augustine Birrell) at the 7th UC Colston Society dinner on 
30 March. On the night Lewis Fry announced donations totalling £30,000 from Winterstoke, Sir Frederick 
Wills, J.S. and FJ. Fry. 
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When Birmingham started, the prime movers went round the city and got all the 
big sums they could, and then the Lord Mayor called a public meeting in his parlour. 
They sent me an invitation and I attended. 

Joseph Chamberlain expounded their scheme, and then the list of principal 
contributors was read out — about £95,000. 

Do you think it would be possible or wise to attempt something similar, that is to 
use every effort now, while the iron is hot, to get as many promises as possible of 
£1000 or £500 and over < for a preliminary list> (I should be inclined not to go below 
£500), and then go for a public meeting? 

If such a meeting could be held, say before or after Whitsuntide, with a good round 
sum, I should feel sanguine about the results. If we can only stir Bristol’s pride and 
patriotism to its depths, general support should not fail us, and the two names that 
should be recorded as the real authors and completers of this (?) success will be yours 
and Mr Lewis Fry’s. 

Yours sincerely, 

J. Hereford. 


[UBSC, DM 219, ser. 1 (holograph).] 
[428] 9 April 1906. Haldane to Arrowsmith 


War Office. 
9th. April 1906. 
Dictated. 
Dear Mr Arrowsmith, 

It is difficult for me to give you an answer that is worth anything. What estimate 
the Committee of the Privy Council will form of the necessity of a Bristol University 
I cannot easily tell. You have, of course, got a going University College which 
helps you, and it seems to be not impossible that if you had raised £100,000 besides 
the buildings, the Committee might be disposed to look favourably upon you. Of 
this, however, I cannot be quite sure, and I think that, anyhow, the Committee 
would expect the City of Bristol to have done something for the University out of 
the rates, 

Believe me, yours very truly, 

R.B. Haldane. 


[UBSC, DM 219, ser. 1 (signed typescript).] 
[429] 2 May 1906. Local Executive Committee minutes 


[After other business] The Chairman reported that after the recent dinner of the 
University College Colston Society he received from the Hon. Mrs Whittuck,“** who 
was present at the after-dinner speeches, certain letters of which the following are 
extracts: 

‘My husband tells me that a Professorship of Economics is very much wanted at 
University College, Bristol, and if you consider that one could be established with the 
addition of £1500 from me (as endowment) I should be happy to give this amount. 


“88 Daughter of Viscount Mountgarret and wife of E.A. Whittuck of Claverton Manor near Bath. 
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I understand that the College is already supporting a lecturer on Economics, which 
might perhaps be merged with a professorship.’ 

‘I enclose a cheque for the promised £1500, on the understanding that the 
Professorship of Economics shall be established within the next two years, the 
income meanwhile being capitalised for the benefit of the professorship fund. Mr 
Whittuck hopes to hear the matter discussed on our return from the Continent in 
May.’ 

The Chairman further stated that the letters had been duly acknowledged and that 
the donation had been placed at interest in the Bristol branch of the Union of London 
Bank in the name of himself and the Treasurer of the College.“ 

The Principal suggested that in order to judge how far the foundation of a chair 
of Economics would be justified it might be advisable to consult Mr Whittuck with 
regard to a tentative course of lectures on Economics being given by someone who 
could be appointed on the recommendation of Professor Mackinder, Director of the 
London School of Economics; and that the cost might be provided for partly by the 
income from the donation and partly by the College. 

The suggestion was approved and the Chairman and the Principal were requested 
to confer with Mr Whittuck on the subject and to report. [> 430] 


[UBSC, DM 506/56, pp. 172-3 (MS).] 
[430] 16 May 1906. Council minutes 


[After other business, and rehearsal of the correspondence with Mrs Whittuck (F42)]| 
The Chairman further reported that in accordance with the wishes of the Local 
Executive Committee Mr Whittuck had been consulted (1) with regard to a tentative 
course of lectures on Economics being given so as to afford an indication of the 
need of a chair of Economics, and (2) with regard to a lecturer being appointed 
on the recommendation of the Director of the London School of Economics and 
remunerated partly from the income arising out of the investment of Mrs Whittuck’s 
donation, and partly from College funds, to which arrangement Mr Whittuck had 
intimated Mrs Whittuck would assent. 

During the discussion that ensued it was suggested that a committee consisting of 
the Chairman, Messrs Gane,’” Whittuck, Wills and the Principal should be appointed 
to confer with members of the Bristol Chamber of Commerce and other gentlemen 
in the City likely to be interested in the subject with the view to making the scheme 
known. 

Subsequently the following resolution was passed viz.: 

That it it is desirable to have such a course of lectures; that the Principal be 
requested to take immediate action in the matter in order to ensure the insertion of the 
course in the new Calendar; and that the Local Executive Committee be authorised to 
appoint the lecturer.””! 

It was also resolved: 


“8 Mrs Whittuck’s letters were dated 11 and 31 March; Fry replied on 2 April: UBSC, DM 506/59, pp. 
102-3 (Council minutes, 16 May). The Treasurer was now H.E. Thomas. 

°° Philip Endres Gane, head of Trapnell & Gane, furniture makers: BRO, 11760 (company files). 

“! The future Leader of the Opposition, H.B. Lees-Smith was appointed Lecturer in Economics in 
November, and Professor of Public Administration and Economics in March 1907: UBSC, DM 506/59, 
pp. 115, 117. 
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That the cordial thanks of the Council be tendered to the Hon. Mrs Whittuck for 
her generous donation of £1500 towards a chair of Economics under the conditions 
expressed in her letter to the Chairman on the 31st March 1906. [> 443] 

[Other business.] 

A communication dated May 14th was received from the Treasury to the effect 
that as the allocation of the grant to university colleges will be entirely revised for 
the quinquennial period beginning with the year 1907-8, and as changes may then 
be made in the list of colleges recognised for the purposes of grants, the grants now 
being made must not be regarded as an assured source of income, the whole of which 
might be appropriated to purposes of current expenditure. 


[UBSC, DM 506/59, pp 102-4, 107 (MS).] 
[431] May 1906. Report of Benefactions 


Endowments and benefactions. At the recent dinner of the Bristol University Colston 
Society, Mr J.W. Arrowsmith, the chairman, announced the receipt of a cheque for 
£500 from Lord Strathcona.*”” He added that, for the past six years an anonymous 
donor had annually sent the College £1000 for its sustentation fund.? The Hon. 
Mrs Whittuck of Bath had offered £1,500 to form part of the endowment of a new 
chair of Economic Science. Bristol means to have its University: a committee has 
been formed, covering the counties of Wiltshire, Somersetshire, and Gloucestershire. 
Lord Winterstoke has offered £10,000, Mr J.S. Fry £10,000, and Sir Frederick Wills 
and Mr FJ. Fry £5,000 each, thus making up £30,000 of the £150,000 to £200,000 
required." 


[Educational Times May 1906; cutting in UBSC, DM 219, ser. 1.] 


[432] May 1906 x January 1907. University Committee to 
[Lord Mount Stephen]*” 


My Lord, 

I should feel extremely grateful if I could enlist your sympathy and cooperation 
with reference to the proposed University for Bristol, the scheme for which is 
[shortly given deleted] <briefly outlined> in the enclosed proof marked A. [I may 
at once say deleted] <We fully recognise> that we in Bristol have no special claim 
upon your Lordship’s generosity, other than the connection between this city and 
Canada [(through Cabot) deleted] <from the days of Cabot to the present moment. 
This connection and>] and the well known interest your Lordship takes in the cause 
of higher education <embolden us to make this application>. [/nserted vertically 


“2 Canadian businessman, politician and philanthropist; High Commissioner to the UK since 1896, 


created Baron Strathcona and Mount Royal 1900; benefactor to the Victoria University: life by D. 
McDonald (1996); ODNB. 

“3 Subsequently revealed as Fenwick Richards [699 (on CD)]. 

** The contributions totalling £30,000 from members of the Wills and Fry families were made specifically 
for buying the Blind Asylum site. [> 441] 

> Addressee not named, but can only have been Mount Stephen, banker, railroad magnate, the richest 
man in Canada and the first Canadian to receive a UK peerage, who had retired to England in the 1880s. 
His philanthropy was directed mostly to hospitals, notably the Royal Victoria in Montreal, which he 
founded in association with Strathcona, his first cousin; biography by H. Gilbert (1965-77); ODNB. 
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in margin: (But I believe deleted) The assurance of your Lordship’s sympathy and 
support would have a very marked effect in stimulating local effort.] If, in addition 
to the proof referred to <above> you would kindly glance through the enclosed 
[pap(ers) corrected to] pamphlets you would form an idea as to the position of the 
scheme at the present moment. I also enclose newspaper cuttings especially bearing 
upon the subject, containing [as it does deleted] an account of the annual dinner of 
the University College Colston Society, held in March last, at which the chief guests 
were the American Ambassador and the Right Hon. Augustine Birrell <President 
of the B. of E.>*” [I corrected to] We had hoped to have <also> had the honour of 
the company of Lord Strathcona, but his Lordship was unfortunately unable to be 
present. He, however, very generously sent a handsome donation to the Society, and 
I have further ventured to write to him upon the subject [I deleted] <on which I> am 
now addressing your Lordship. We have at the present moment three donations of 
£10,000 each, and two of £5000 each and it is with the hope that your Lordship may 
[take enough interest in the city deleted] <may feel the unique claims of our ancient 
city> from which, 400 years ago, Cabot sailed and [reached deleted] <landed in> 
Canada, that [I deleted] <we> venture <thus> to appeal to you <on behalf of the 
University for Bristol and the West of England>. 

[If (vou) would express deleted] <Should> you wish to hear further [as to deleted] 
<details of> the scheme [I have no doubt that deleted] the following gentlemen, who 
are on the executive of University College, would <I am assured, be glad to> wait 
upon your Lordsip, <vizt. the> Bishop of Hereford, <the> Bishop of Bristol, the Rt 
Hon. Lewis Fry and the Principal, Prof. C. Lloyd Morgan LL.D., F.R.S. 

<With much respect, 1am &c., your Lordship’s obedient servant 

[blank] Hon. Sec. 


[UBSC, DM 219, ser. 4 (MS draft with ink then pencil corrections, partly changing 
from first person singular to plural, and leaving some words otiose).] 


“6 Birrell vacated the Board of Education on 23 Jan. 1907, which is therefore the terminus ad quem of this 
draft; author and sometime Professor at UCL, he had represented Bristol North since the Liberal victory 
of 1906, when he joined Campbell-Bannerman’s Cabinet. Known primarily for his subsequent role in 
Ireland: L.O Broin, The Chief Secretary (1996); ODNB. 
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[433] 23 October 1906. Lewis Fry to the Master of the Merchant Venturers*”’” 


Goldney House, Clifton. 
23rd October, 1906. 
Dear Sir, 

Your Society is doubtless aware from our recent communication that an 
independent committee has been formed for promoting the foundation of a University 
of Bristol. This committee proposes to communicate with several institutions and 
authorities concerned in higher education with a view to inviting their co-operation, 
and is specially desirous of securing, in the first instance, that of your Society. The 
committee trusts that the present will not be considered an unsuitable time for 
approaching you. 

I therefore venture, at the request of the committee, to enquire whether your 
Society would be disposed to entertain the consideration of the project, and for that 
purpose to appoint a few gentlemen to meet our acting sub-committee, consisting of 
Mr H.N. Abbot, Mr J.W. Arrowsmith, Dr F. Richardson Cross, Alderman C.J. Lowe, 
Dr Lloyd Morgan, Mr George A. Wills and myself. 

Yours very truly, 

Lewis Fry, Chairman of the Executive Committee. 


[BRO, SMV/5/6/2/3 (MS copy); first in the exchanges which were printed as a 
booklet by the SMV for circulation to its members; summarised in McGrath, MVB, 
pp. 495-7.] 


[434] 26 October 1906. SMV Standing Committee minutes (extract) 


University of Bristol. A letter was read from the Right Honble Lewis Fry the 
Chairman of the Executive Committee for promoting the foundation of a University 
of Bristol [433] asking the Society’s co-operation and to appoint some members of 
their body to meet his acting sub-committee.“ It was resolved to refer this letter to 
the committee to be appointed at tomorrow’s Hall on the questions arising out of the 
late fire at the Technical College.*” 


[BRO, SMV/2/1/1/29, p. 214 (MS).] 


#7 J.GR. Harvey: McGrath, MVB, pp. 558, 568. 

“8 The committee was duly appointed next day: BRO, SMV/2/1/1/29, pp. 218-19. 

*” The fire on 9 October reduced the Unity Street building to ashes; although an improved College would 
rise in its place, and teaching was promptly resumed in borrowed premises, the Society was put at a 
disadvantage just as negotiations with UCB entered a new phase: McGrath, MVB, pp. 477-8. 
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[435] 29 October 1906. The Treasurer of the Society of Merchant Venturers 
to Fry 


Merchants’ Hall, Bristol. 
29th October, 1906. 
Dear Sir, 

Your letter of the 23rd October [433] was read at a meeting of my Standing 
Committee, held on the 26th instant [434], and was referred by them to a committee 
appointed to consider questions arising out of the late fire at the Merchant Venturers’ 
Technical College. 

When this committee has met and considered your letter, I will again write to you 
— this will probably be soon after the 10th November. 

Iam, dear Sir, yours very truly, 

Percy L. King, Treasurer S.M.V.°” 


[BRO, SMV/5/6/2/3 (MS copy); printed SMV Corr. 1906-7] 
[436] 14 November 1906. SMV Hall minutes 


Read a letter dated 23rd October 1906 [433] from Rt Hon Lewis Fry, Chairman of the 
Executive Committee formed for promoting the foundation of a University in Bristol 
enquiring whether the Society would be disposed to entertain the consideration 
of the project and for that purpose appoint a few gentlemen to meet their acting 
sub committee consisting of Messrs H.N. Abbot, J.W. Arrowsmith, G.A. Wills, Dr 
Richardson Cross, Alderman C.J. Lowe and Dr Lloyd Morgan. On the motion of 
Mr Jose seconded by Mr M.K. King™' it was resolved that the sub-committee be 
authorised to confer with the above named gentlemen. 


[BRO, SMV/1/1/1/29, p. 241 (MS).] 
[437] 15 November 1906. King to Fry 


Merchants’ Hall, Bristol. 
15th November, 1906. 
Dear Sir, 

Your letter of the 23rd October [433] has now been placed before a meeting of the 
Committee referred to in my letter of the 29th October [435]. I am desired to inform 
you that a Sub-Committee, consisting of the Master, Mr H.W.K. Wait,°°? with Messrs 
Charles Adams, George W. Davey,**? W. Proctor Baker, W.W. Jose, A. McArthur™ 


°° Succeeded Pope at Treasurer in 1901, after four years’ apprenticeship, and retaining the office until 
1914: McGrath, MVB, pp. 265-6 and passim. 

*°! Percy’s elder brother Mervyn, a Merchant Venturer for forty years (allegedly the last to barter in his 
own bottoms); Master 1874-5: McGrath, MVB, pp. 448-9 and passim. 

°° Corn merchant and City Councillor; SMV Master 1906-7; son of Alderman W.K. Wait, former Vice- 
Chairman of UCB Council: Neale, Port, i, pp. 179-80; ii, p. 282; McGrath, MVB, pp. 558, 568. 

8 Adams and Davey, admitted to the Society on the same day in 1898, were successively Master from 
1906 to 1909: McGrath, MVB, pp. 558, 568. 

°° Atlan McArthur, iron merchant; Master 1903-4: Neale, Port, ii, p. 261; McGrath, MVB, p. 568. 
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and George H. Pope, will be pleased to meet your acting Sub-Committee to hear their 
views on the subject-matter suggested in your letter; also that this Hall is placed at 
your disposal for such a meeting on a convenient date. 
Please let me have the choice of two or three days, but perhaps I may mention 
Friday, 30th instant, at 2.30, as a convenient time for our Master. 
I am, dear Sir, your very truly, 
Percy L. King, Treasurer S.M.V. 


[BRO, SMV/5/6/2/3 (MS copy); printed SMV Corr. 1906—7.] 
[438] 19 November 1906. Fry to King 


Goldney House, Clifton Hill. 
November 19th, 1906. 
Dear Mr King, 

I have to acknowledge the receipt of your letter of the 15th instant [437] informing 
me that a Sub-Committee, consisting of the Master and six other members of your 
Society, will be ready to meet our Sub-Committee upon the subject referred to in my 
letter of the 23rd ulto. [433] In reply I have to thank you for the acquiescence of your 
Society in our proposal for a meeting, and to say that the day and time you mention, 
namely, Friday the 30th inst. at 2.30 p.m., will be quite convenient to us. 

We propose that Professor Cowl, the Honorary Organizing Secretary of our 
Committee, should accompany our deputation. 

We gladly accept your courteous suggestion that the meeting should be held at 
Merchants’ Hall. 

Believe me, yours truly, 

Lewis Fry, per E.H.M. 


[BRO, SMV/5/6/2/3 (holograph); printed SMV Corr. 1906-7.] 
[439] 21 November 1906. King to Fry 


Merchants’ Hall, Bristol. 
21st November, 1906. 
Dear Sir, 
In reply to your letter of the 19th inst. [438], I have summoned my Sub-Committee 
to meet your Sub-Committee here, on Friday the 30th inst., at 2.30 p.m. 
Yours truly, 
Percy K. King, Treasurer S.M.V. 


[BRO, SMV/5/6/2/3 (MS copy); printed SMV Corr. 1906—7.] [> 442] 


[440] 21 November 1906. Council minutes 


*° Richard Pape Cowell, first UCB Professor of English Language and Literature 1905, continuing at the 
University for a further year until his tenure was controversially determined: The Atheneum, no. 4491 (22 
Nov. 1913), pp. 594—S. 
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[From the report of the Local Executive Committee] 1. Your Committee have had 
under consideration the accompanying report drawn up by the Faculty of Medicine 
with regard to its financial position and its relationship to University College. 

The Finance Committee regard the main recommendation of the Faculty that 
‘the Council receive all fees and undertake complete financial responsibilities for 
the Faculty of Medicine’ as sound in principle, and recommend that in the financial 
position of the College the present cost to the Council be increased by not more 
than £250 per annum. Your Committee support the principle of complete financial 
responsibility but are not prepared to make any recommendation as to further 
financial assistance. 

[Other business.] 

Report drawn up by the Faculty of Medicine with regard to its financial position 
and its relationship to University College, Bristol. 

Ata meeting of the Faculty of Medicine held in University College, Bristol, on 2nd 
March, 1906, it was resolved unanimously ‘that the Faculty of Medicine is of opinion 
that the time has arrived when the memorandum of agreement of 1893 between the 
Faculty and the Council of University College [258] should be rescinded and the 
Faculty of Medicine become an integral part of the College, in all respects, provided 
that satisfactory arrangements can be made. 

[Details of financial position of the Medical Faculty occupying pp. 115-22.] 

Considerations for future arrangement. 

The Faculty of Medicine considers the College would gain by a readjustment of its 
relations to the latter, as it would make the Faculty more completely an integral part 
of the College and, so far as possible, place it on the same basis as the other Faculty, 
which obtains in practically all other colleges and universities of the Kingdom. 

At the time when the memorandum of agreement of 1893 between the Council 
of the College and the Governing Body of the Bristol Medical School was drawn 
up [clause 5 of 258 recited] practically all the classes were taken by lecturers 
who were also engaged in medical practice, and the scientific side of the medical 
curriculum had not attained anything like its present development. It is this 
development of the scientific side of the medical course which has so greatly 
increased the expenses of carrying on schools of medicine and thrown such a strain 
on their resources; at the same time, it has also changed the position of the Medical 
Faculty in relation to the College and has brought it into closer touch with the 
scientific side of the latter. 

Since 1893, the year of the above-mentioned agreement, the sciences of Physiology, 
Pathology and Bacteriology have greatly developed, and it is to be anticipated that an 
increasing number of students of the College other than medical students will study 
these sciences in the Faculty of Medicine. The altered relation of the Medical Faculty 
to the College is also brought about in another way viz. by the fact that for the 
preliminary subjects of the medical course, medical students now go to professors 
and lecturers of the Faculty of Arts and Science of the College. 

On all these grounds then, the Faculty of Medicine would respectfully ask the 
Council of the College to reconsider the provisions of the memorandum of agreement 
of 1893 [MS page reference] and to determine how the Faculty of Medicine can be 
reconstituted on a basis more in accordance with the requirements of the present day 
as one of the integral Faculties of the University College, Bristol. 

Suggestions for the reconstitution of the Faculty of Medicine. 
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In order to constitute the Faculty of Medicine an integral part of the College, 
and place it on the same footing as the Faculty of Arts and Science, the Faculty of 
Medicine makes the following recommendations: 

1. The clause 5 of the memorandum of agreement be annulled. 

2. That the Council receive all fees , and undertake complete financial 
responsibilities for the Faculty of Medicine (fees for hospital practice are necessarily 
excepted from this arrangement). 

[Further financial details, with proposals for equating Medical Faculty salaries 
with with those of the Faculty of Arts and Science, occupy pp. 125-—7.] 

In conclusion the Faculty of Medicine wishes to reiterate its opinion that the 
general principle of equality of the two Faculties of the College should be established, 
and expresses a hope that the Council, realising the importance of the teaching of 
Medicine as a university subject, will do its utmost to accede to its proposals. 

[The Council accepted the recommendation of the Local Executive Committee to 
replace clause 5 of the 1893 agreement as follows:] 

‘5. The fees paid by the students for or in respect of medical work or education 
shall be received by the Council of the College, it being understood and agreed that 
the general funds of the College shall provide for the maintenance of buildings, the 
provision of apparatus, applicances and furniture, the remuneration of the professors 
and lecturers of the Faculty and all working expenses.’ 


[UBSC, DM 506/59, pp. 115, 117, 122-5, 127-8 (MS).] 


The revised clause was unanimously approved at a meeting of the Governors which 
followed the Council meeting on 21 November: UBSC, DM 506/59, pp. 138-9. 


[441] 7 December 1906. Wertheimer to H.W.K. Wait 


Private and Confidential. 
Report on the position which the Merchant Venturers’ Technical College 
should occupy in the proposed University of Bristol.°°° 


To the Master of the Society of Merchant Venturers. 
Master, 

1. As directed by your sub-committee, I have the honour to submit my views as to 
the manner in which the Society of Merchant Venturers could assist the formation of 
the Universty of Bristol by including their College in the scheme. 

2. The suggestion made by Mr Lewis Fry involves the absolute transfer to the 
University of the parts of the College which are the most important and remunerative 
(both in money and prestige). It is proposed that the Society should have representation 
on the governing body of the University, and that their name should be attached to 
one or more chairs or faculties 

3. The University is to be constituted on the lines of certain modern universities 
— Leeds and Birmingham were mentioned. Now, in these universities the supreme 
governing body is the ‘University Court’; it includes at Leeds and Birmingham over 
240 members. This Court acts, for the most part, through the ‘University Council’; 
the composition of such a council may be illustrated by that of the Unversity of 


°° Referring to proposals made at the conference on 30 November: McGrath, MVB, pp. 495-6. 
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Leeds, which comprises: 
The Chancellor, Pro-Chancellor, Vice-Chancellor and Treasurer 4 
Representatives of 3 county councils 4 
Ditto of 7 borough councils 8 
Ditto of the Clothworkers’ Company of London 2 
Ditto of the Faculties 3 
Ditto appointed by Convocation 1 


Ditto ditto the Crown 1 
Ditto ditto the University Court 12 
37 


(N.B. The Council is temporarily larger, but will in a few years be reduced to the 
normal 37 members.) 

Even if the Society of Merchant Venturers were very liberally represented on the 
Court and Council, it is evident that they would lose all effective control of the 
Faculties of the University for which they are asked to provide funds. 

4. The circumstances of Leeds and Birmingham are, however, different from those 
of Bristol. In neither of the former cities is there an ancient guild, or other similar 
body, devoting a part of its funds to educational purposes. In London, however, we 
have the Colleges of the City and Guilds of London Institute, and the East London 
Technical College (built and maintained by the Drapers’ Company). These colleges 
are all attached to the teaching University of London, but none of them has been 
‘merged’ in the University. They are financially independent and autonomous 
as regards internal arrangements, though subject to the University in regard to 
curriculum and in matters of an academic nature. It is an arrangement of this kind 
which seems best suited to the circumstances of our city. 

5. If constructed on these lines, the University of Bristol would have a Court and 
a Council similar to those in Leeds, etc., so that a large number of corporate bodies 
and persons of influence might be interested in its establishment and development. 
The University College, if it so wishes, might be merged in it, or like the Merchant 
Venturers’ Technical College, it might be one of such public educational institutes 
in Bristol, or the Western Counties, as the Court of the University shall from time 
to time recognize, either in whole or in part, as ‘Schools of the University’. The 
charter should provide that University College, Bristol, and the Merchant Venturers’ 
Technical College should be the first ‘Schools of the University’ in respect of all their 
work which is of a university standard. 

6. This plan would enable the University to bring within the sphere of its influence 
the higher work in such institutions as, e.g. the Exeter Royal Albert Memorial College 
and the Camborne School of Mines. 

7.In order that before and after the foundation of the University there should be no 
needless duplication of work, an agreement should be made between the University 
College and the Merchant Venturers, in virtue of which certain subjects, or Faculties, 
would be assigned to the University College, and the Merchant Venturers’ Technical 
College respectively. 

8. If the University College wishes to keep its Engineering work, a concession 
might be made by assigning Civil Engineering to that College; but in that case some 
branch of pure Science should be allotted to the Merchant Venturers’ Technical 
College. 

Such an arrangement would make it necessary for certain students at the Merchant 
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Venturers’ Technical College to take some classes at the University College, and 
vice-versa; the distance between the two colleges is not great (students in London, 
Oxford, Cambridge and elsewhere have to traverse greater distances) and time tables 
could easily be arranged so that students would spend e.g. a morning at one college 
and an afternoon at another. If it were decided to build on the Blind Asylum site,” 
this difficulty (comparatively small) would disappear; but our College would then 
have a less central position and one not nearly so convenient for evening classes — an 
important part of our work; and the Society would lose most of the valuable salvage 
at Unity Street. 

9. By providing a building and contributing towards the funds needed to carry on 
the work indicated above, the Society of Merchant Venturers would be helping the 
proposed University of Bristol in a liberal and useful way. The University College 
would benefit — as would the Merchant Venturers’ Technical College — by being 
able to concentrate its attention on certain definite work; and the former College 
would also have the advantage of association with an institution which is at least as 
vigorous and successful as itself. 

10. If this scheme were adopted, the Society would retain control of the funds 
they have devoted to educational purposes, and their reputation would continue to be 
augmented by the successes of their students. 

I have the honour to be, Master, your obedient servant, 

J. Wertheimer. 
Merchant Venturers’ Technical College, 
Bristol, Dec. 7th, 1906. 


[BRO, SMV/5/6/1/5 (printed).] 
[442] 11 December 1906. King to Fry. 


Merchants’ Hall, Bristol. 
11th December, 1906. 
Dear Sir, 

My Sub-Committee have now considered the question, “Does your Society 
approve of the foundation of a University of Bristol’, which was put to them by your 
acting Sub-Committee on 30th November, this being the outcome of the explanations 
afforded to them on that date. I am accordingly desired to inform you that my Sub- 
Committee have resolved to recommend the Society “To approve of the foundation 
of a University of Bristol, and that the Merchant Venturers’ Technical College form 
part of it on the following terms: 

1. The Society of Merchant Venturers to provide in its College, to be re-erected on 
the Unity Street site, such Faculties of the University as may hereafter be mutually 
agreed. 

2. The Society to be adequately represented on the various governing bodies of the 
University. 

3. The Merchant Venturers’ Technical College to be financially independent and 


7 Now occupied by the Wills Memorial Building. Thomas Rickman’s neo-Gothic ‘Asylum and School 
of Industry for the Blind’ (1834) had been demolished c. 1900: Crick, Victorian Buildings, pp. 9-10. 
UCB had been given enough to buy the site by members of the Fry and Wills families [431], though 
the transaction was not completed until after the University’s foundation: UBSC, DM 389, pp. 4-5; 
Sherborne, UCB, p. 21 [> 561] 
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autonomous as regards internal arrangements, though subject to the University 
in regard to curriculum and other matters of an academic nature concerning the 
Faculties indicated in clause 1. 
My Committee will feel much obliged if you will consider this matter at an early 
date. 
Iam, dear Sir, yours truly, 
Percy L. King. 


[BRO, SMV/5/6/2/3 (MS copy); printed SMV Corr. 1906-7. [> 444] 
[443] 12 December 1906. S.H. Badock to Rafter 


Holmwood, Westbury on Trym. 
12th Dec. 1906. 
Dear Sir, 

At the last of the series of lectures on Economic subjects delivered by Mr Lees 
Smith, the following resolution was unanimously passed. 

‘This audience, consisting mainly of those engaged in the trade and commerce 
of Bristol, desires to express to the Council of University College its belief that the 
study of Economics would have a great influence for good in the public life of our 
city. 

We hope that the Council will be encouraged by the interest shewn in these 
lectures, to continue to provide, in this most important subject, systematic teaching 
of a character similar to that contained in the lectures to which we have listened.’ 

I shall feel obliged if you will place this resolution before the Council at its next 
meeting. 

Iam, yours truly, 

(signed) Stanley H. Badock.” 


[UBSC, DM 506/56, p. 198 (MS); copied into Local Executive Committee minutes of 
6 Feb. 1907, when it was resolved to appoint an advisory committee on the teaching 
of Economics, to include Badock.] [> 455] 


[444] 17 December 1906. Fry to King 


Goldney House, Clifton. 
December 17th, 1906. 
Dear Sir, 

I beg to acknowledge your letter of the 11th inst. [442] which Ihave communicated 
to my colleagues. 

They desire me to say that they greatly appreciate the resolution of your Sub- 
Committee to recommend the Society of Merchant Venturers to approve of the 
formation of a University of Bristol, and that your Technical College form part of it 
on certain terms to be agreed. 

It is, however, observed that your Committee do not share our view that the 


8 At the Bristol Chamber of Commerce. 
°° Industrialist; University Treasurer 1918-42; knighted 1943; commemorated by Badock Wood (part 
of the Holmwood estate which he gave to the City in 1937) and the University’s chair of Music (1946). 
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Faculties should all be focussed at one central site, but contemplate the rebuilding 
of their College at Unity Street, where they suggest making provision for the 
accommodation of certain Faculties of the University. We think it would greatly 
aid our consideration of the terms specified, if you would kindly inform us what 
Faculties your Society would be prepared to undertake to provide, and what such 
Faculties would comprise. 

On receipt of your reply I shall hope to write you more fully. 

Yours truly, 

Lewis Fry. 


[BRO, SMV/5/6/2/3 (signed typescript); printed SMV Corr. 1906-7] 
[445] 22 December 1906. King to Fry 


Merchants’ Hall, Bristol. 
22nd December, 1906. 
Dear Sir, 

I reply to your letter of the 17th instant [444], I am desired to inform you that my 
Sub-Committee are willing to suggest to the Society of Merchant Venturers: 

1. That their Technical College should provide the Faculty of Applied Science in 
the University of Bristol and that this Faculty should comprise the following subjects: 

(A) Applied Chemistry, including Metallurgy, *Brewing, *Dyeing, &c. 
*Provision for these subjects would not be made until, in the 
opinion of the Society, there is a sufficient demand for them in the 
West of England. 

(B) Engineering, including Civil, Electrical, Mechanical, Mining and 
Sanitary Engineering, &c. 

(C) All technological subjects in so far as they come within the purview of 
the University. 

(D) Such other subjects as the University may hereafter allot to the 
Faculty, and for which the Society may be willing to make 
provision. 

In order that the M.V.T.C. may teach properly the subjects belonging to the Faculty 
of Applied Science, it will be necessary that it should teach so much Pure Science as 
is needed to illustrate them. 

2. That when, in the opinion of the University, there is sufficient demand for a 
Faculty of Commerce and Economics, the M.V.T.C. shall have the right to provide 
this Faculty; but in the event of the Governors of that College declining to provide 
such a Faculty, it shall be open to the University to provide the Faculty itself 
elsewhere. 

Iam, dear Sir, yours truly, 

Percy L. King. 


[BRO, SMV/5/6/2/3 (MS copy); printed SMV Corr. 1906—7.] 
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[446] 26 January 1907. Fry to King 


Goldney House, Clifton. 
26th January, 1907. 
Dear Sir, 

I trust that the necessary delay occasioned by the holidays in replying to your 
communications of the 11th and 22nd December [442, 444] has not inconvenienced 
your Society. 

Meantime my Committee have given them their best consideration, hoping 
to discover or suggest some mode of bringing the views expressed by your Sub- 
Committee into harmony with those we described to your General Committee at 
the conference in November last. We feel, however, compelled to recognise with 
sincere regret that the conditions you lay down as those on which you are prepared 
to recommend your Society to approve our project of a University for Bristol, appear 
to be altogether divergent from the fundamental principles we then submitted. 

These, we venture to repeat, were: 

1.Complete fusion and amalgamation of the University Departments in the existing 
University College and the Merchant Venturers’ Technical College, such Departments 
being merged in the University; but the name of the Merchant Venturers’ Society to 
be specially associated with certain departments of Applied Science, as Engineering 
(including Civil, Electrical, Mechanical, Mining and Sanitary Engineering) and 
Metallurgy; and in this connection the appointment of the first Dean of the Faculty of 
Applied Science in the University might be reserved to the Society, and means could 
doubtless be devised for incorporating in the Faculty those members of your staff at 
present engaged in giving instruction of a University character. 

2. The avoidance of duplication of chairs in different institutions, and the 
overlapping of work. 

3. One administration, financial and educational, under the Court of Governors and 
Council of the University on which the Society should be adequately represented. 

4. The concentration on one site of all the University buildings, their erection and 
equipment being undertaken by, and at the cost of, the University. 

In view of these conditions, which to us seem so essential, your Sub-Committee’s 
propositions that your Technical College should form part of the University for 
Bristol, but be financially independent; that it should remain autonomous as 
regards internal arrangements, except in matters of an academic nature; and that 
the University should assign to your Society the maintenance and equipment of a 
Faculty of Applied Science at Unity Street, present, to say the least, great difficulties. 

Whether a monopoly of teaching in any subject is contemplated in your proposals 
is left uncertain. The difficulty of assigning such a monopoly to any college which 
is financially independent and autonomous, and therefore beyond the control of the 
Court of Governors and Council of the University, appears to us to be in principle 
insuperable. If, on the other hand, monopoly is not contemplated, the formation of 
a separate Faculty of Technology (or Applied Science) in addition to the Faculty of 
Science in the University, must involve that duplication of chairs and overlapping of 
work which, by the founding of a University we seek to avoid. 

In face of these difficulties, and with the desire I feel sure your Society share of 
airiving at a satisfactory conclusion, I would ask that you will lay this letter as a 
summary of our proposals before your Society for consideration; and I would submit, 
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if such proposals should not meet with approval nor offer some basis for further 
negotiation, that we should together invite some recognised authorities in matters of 
education to consider our several proposals, and advise thereon. 
Yours truly, 
Lewis Fry. 


[BRO, SMV/5/6/2/3 (signed typescript); printed SMV Corr. 1906—7.] 
[447] 4 February 1907. King to Fry 


Merchants’ Hall, Bristol. 
4th February, 1907. 
Dear Sir, 

Your letter of the 26th January [446] was considered at a meeting of my Sub- 
Committee this day, and I was desired to write and enquire if you and your Sub- 
Committee would give us an interview here at 2 p.m. on Monday, the 11th instant, to 
discuss the matters raised in the correspondence between us. 

I am, dear Sir, yours truly, 

Percy L. King. 


[BRO, SMV/5/6/2/3 (duplicated MS copy); printed SMV Corr. 1906-7] 
[448] 6 February 1907. Professor William Stroud*’® to Wertheimer 


The University, Leeds. 
Feb. 6th. 1907. 
My dear Wertheimer, 

I am able to inform you that the charter to the University of Leeds was granted in 
the expectation of the Privy Council that £100,000 would be raised in addition to the 
capital of above £270,000 which the College then possessed.*"' 

With kind regards, yours very truly, 

W. Stroud. 
The P.C. made no distinction between buildings and cash. 


[BRO, SMV/5/6/2/3 (holograph).] 
[449] 20 February 1907. Council minutes 


[From the report of the Local Executive Committee] 

1. A communication from the Treasury has been received inviting proposals for 
the expenditure of a grant to the College from the balance of £11,000 remaining 
undistributed from the sum of £100,000 voted for grants in aid of university colleges 
for the financial year 1906-7; and stating that the advisory committee are prepared to 


>! Cavendish Professor of Physics at Leeds University 1904-9: Shimmin, Univ. of Leeds, pp. 140-1 and 
passim. 

°!! Ibid., p. 28. Wertheimer also received a letter of the same date from William Ripper, Head of the 
Department of Applied Science at Sheffield University, saying that in their case ‘no amount of endowment 
was fixed by the Privy Council’: same file. 
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give consideration to any suitable scheme which may be put forward with a view to 
assistance being given from this source. 

The objects for which the grants are to be reserved are: 

(1) Special grants towards the provision of books and apparatus. 

(2) The encouragement of post graduate work. 

(3) Assistance to any superannuation funds which may be established by the colleges. 

With regards to the grants under headings (1) and (2) your Committee have 
suggested that four-fifths of the amount to be allocated to this College be devoted 
to library purposes and one fifth to scientific apparatus with special reference to 
postgraduate work, and as regards heading (3) that the Treasury be informed that 
the Finance Committee, in view of the recent increase of salaries, are unable to 
recommend that an additional sum should be at present contributed to a fund for the 
further improvement of the financial position of the professors and lecturers, but that 
they would give the fullest possible consideration to a scheme for pensions. 


[UBSC, DM 506/59, pp. 140-1 (MS).] 


[450] 21 February 1907. Lloyd Morgan and Wertheimer to the Sub- 
Committees of the University Committee and the Merchant Venturers 


To the Sub-Committees appointed by the Committee for Promoting the Foundation 
of a University in Bristol and by the Society of Merchant Venturers. 


Gentlemen, 

1. In accordance with instructions received at the conference held at the Merchants’ 
Hall on the 11th of February, 1907, we beg to report that we have considered schemes 
for the co-ordination of the work of University College and the Merchant Venturers’ 
Technical College in such a way as would prevent overlapping, and would make it 
possible for the two colleges to take their shares in the proposed University of Bristol 
without interfering one with the other. 

2. We have considered first the possibility of arranging for a delimitation of work 
between our two colleges on the lines that each college should restrict itself to certain 
subjects, sending its students for the remaining subjects to the other college; but we 
find ourselves unable to recommend such a plan. 

3. We then considered the possibility of delimiting the work of the colleges in such 
a way that U.C.B. would take all students preparing for degrees in Pure Science, while 
M.V.T.C. would take all students preparing for degrees in Engineering and Applied 
Science. One of us, Professor Lloyd Morgan, did not think there was any likelihood of 
such a scheme being accepted by U.C.B. unless the Merchant Venturers would agree 
to a large measure of amalgamation between the two colleges; the other, Professor 
Wertheimer, thought this was not likely to be accepted by the Society. In view of this 
difference of opinion we feel compelled to lay aside this scheme also, for the present. 

4. Meanwhile, we are of opinion that each college should take any opportunity 
that offers to reduce such competition as may exist between the two; for example, 
the M.V.T.C. has only a small number of students in Zoology and Botany, and these 
might be transferred to U.C.B. On the other hand, U.C.B. might, we think, transfer 
its Metallurgical students to M.V.T.C. when the new building is erected. 

5. We both hope that the failure to come to a more complete understanding now 
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will not stand in the way of the creation of the proposed University of Bristol, in 
which, we trust, both our colleges may take their proper part. 
We are, Gentlemen, your obedient servants, 
(signed) C. Lloyd Morgan, Principal of University College, Bristol. 
(signed) J. Wertheimer, Principal of the Merchant Venturers’ Technical 
College. 
February 21st, 1907. 


[BRO, SMV/5/6//2/3 (typescript copy); printed SMV Corr. 1906-7] 
[451] 1 March 1907. H.N. Abbot to Arrowsmith 


1/3/07 
Dear Coppersmith (I beg pardon, I mean Arrowsmith, but I feel Pauline when I think 
of you),>” 

Here is a draft of a [marginated: Observe, not the] sort of letter we might send 
from the Committee tonight, if the MVs maintain an absolute silence still. It is of 
course not a work of inspiration, so it can be hacked about, but if as chairman you put 
it in your pocket for our meeting by the bye, it will be something to go to work on. 

Thine, as thou usest me, 

Henry. 


[UBSC, DM 219, ser. | (holograph note).] 
[452] 2 March 1907. R.P. Cowl to King 


University College, Bristol. 
2nd March, 1907. 
Dear Sir, 

In the temporary absence of our Chairman, Mr Lewis Fry, my Committee desire to 
enquire if they are to expect any direct communication from your Society with regard 
to the recent correspondence and interviews between the two bodies. 

I am desired to say that while my Committee regret to find that the two Principals 
failed to arrive at a basis of agreement for the present, they hope that your Society 
may yet take part in the proposed University for Bristol. 

Iam, dear Sir, yours faithfully, 

Rich. P. Cowl. 


[BRO, SMV/5/6/2/3 (signed typescript); printed SMV Corr. 1906-7] 


[453] 11 March 1907. King to Cowl 
Merchants’ Hall, Bristol. 
11th March, 1907. 
Dear Sir, 
Your letter of the 2nd instant [452] was read this day at a meeting of my Sub- 
Committee, and I was directed to inform you that disappointment was expressed 


>? Alluding to 2 Timothy 4:14 (‘Alexander the coppersmith did me much evil ...’). 
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at the barren result of the negotiations between the Principals of our respective 
Colleges. 

At the last conference with your Sub-Committee it was made apparent that the 
plans for the formation of a University for Bristol were in a nebulous state, also that 
my Society were unable to indefinitely postpone the reconstruction of their College. 
My Society, having reviewed the whole position, have now determined to rebuild on 
the site of the former College, and in the reconstruction are endeavouring to arrange 
their plans so that when a University of Bristol is constituted their College may take 
its proper place. In the interim my Committee hope that our respective colleges may 
gradually be able to co-ordinate their work, that the establishing of a University for 
Bristol may be materially simplified and assisted. 

Iam, dear Sir, yours truly, 

Percy L. King. 


[SMV Corr. 1906-7 (printed).] 
[454] 13 March 1907. University Extension Lectures Committee 


[After other business] Reports of lectures. The following reports were read of the 
Greek Art lectures. 

Lecturer’s report. 

A striking feature of this course was the large attendance at the class, only a small 
proportion of the general audience leaving at the end of the lecture. Intelligent use 
was made of the photographs sent on loan during the lectures on sculpture, and, 
considering the large field covered by the course, the written answers were laudably 
free from bad blunders, and, a more common failing, in first attempts of this kind, 
vague and diffuse writing. 

It would be well to inform lecturers in advance that the lecture hall is not a good 
room for sound, and that it is only possible to communicate with the operator of the 
lantern by electric signal. I was not personally at all inconvenienced but the point 
may be worth consideration. 

J.H. Baker-Peroyre. 

Exam. 

The following passed the examination. Mrs Boutflower (prize winner), Miss L. 
Gunter, and Miss Marian Webb with distinction, Miss Gladys Derham and Miss U. 
Tyrwhitt°* satisfied the examiners. 

The papers were above the average in merit; they showed care and interest, and 
in some cases good appreciation. The course covered a very wide field; but it was 
evident that the students had not only been absorbent of the lecturer’s remarks, but 
had also consulted the books mentioned by him, and tried to form notions of their 
own. It would be a pity is some of these ladies could not find further information 
and practice in a subject which evidently suits them. The weakest point was Greek 
history, of which most of the students evidently knew little. 


[UBSC, DM 506/35 (MS).] 


53 Presumably Alice, wife of Charles Boutflower jnr, solicitor and City Councillor, rather than her aged 
mother-in-law Mary, widow of Charles snr, vicar of Dundry, who had retired to Clifton: D.S. Boutflower, 
The Boutflower Book: The Complete Story of a Family of the Middle Class connected with the North of 
England (1303-1930) (priv. pr., 1930), p. 98. 

54 For whom see R. Buckle, Ursula Tyrwhitt: Oxford Painter and Collector, 1872-1966 (Oxford, 1974). 
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[455] 18 March 1907. Badock to Rafter 


Holmwood, Westbury on Trym. 
18th March 1907. 
Dear Sir, 
Chair of Economics. 

The advisory committee approved by your Council are pleased to say, that as a 
result of their appeal to the public, they are able to guarantee a sum of £200 per 
annum for three years to the Council of University College, towards the expenses of 
the chair of Economics. 

Iam, yours faithfully, 

(signed) Stanley H. Badock. 


[UBSC, DM 506/59, p. 146 (MS copy); in minutes of special meeting of UCB 
Council on 20 March. ] 


[456] 12 June 1907. The Secretary of the General Hospital to Fry 


Bristol General Hospital. 
12th June 1907. 
Dear Sir, 

Your letter of 3rd inst. addressed to Mr Joseph Storrs Fry, with reference to women 
students at the University College, Bristol, being admitted to clinical work at this 
hospital to complete their medical study has been considered by my committee. 

My committee agree to admit women students as proposed subject to suitable 
arrangements being made at the hospital for their reception. 

Iam, yours faithfully, 

W. Thwaites, Sec. 


[UBSC, DM 506/56, p. 218 (MS); copied into Local Executive Committee minutes 
of 2 Oct., alongside a letter also dated 12 June and to similar effect from Sir George 
White (President and Treasurer) on behalf of the Royal Infirmary (p. 217).] 


[457] 25 October 1907. R.G. Hawtrey’’ to Lloyd Morgan 


Treasury Chambers. 
25th October 1907. 
Sir, 

In my letter of the 24th November 1906°'° proposals were invited for the 
expenditure of a special grant to your College out of the balance of £11,000 then 
remaining unallocated from the sum voted by Parliament in 1906-7 for grants to 
university colleges. 

The allocation of grants recommended by the Advisory Committee’s report of the 
6th June last leaves available for special grants under paragraph 3 of Treasury minute 
of 18th July 1895 (Cd. 2621), for the current financial year, a sum of £14,050. In 


55 Treasury official from 1904 to retirement in 1945; thereafter Price Professor of International Economics 
at the Royal Institute of International Affairs; knighted 1956. 
*!© Copied into LEC minutes of 5 Dec. 1906: UBSC, DM 506/56, pp. 189-91. 
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pursuance of a recent decision of the Treasury, it will be possible to carry forward an 
unspent balance not exceeding £10,000 to the year 1908-9. The Committee propose 
to advise the Treasury as to the distribution of the whole or a part of the £14,050 now 
in hand in the course of 1907-8. 

In considering the application of this sum, it would be of assistance to the 
Committee to have before them an interim statement as to the manner in which the 
grants of March last are being expended or allocated, and I am directed to request 
that such a statement may if possible be furnished with respect to the grant to your 
College. 

The Committee invites each college to formulate proposals indicating how any 
special grant that may be awarded in this financial year might be most usefully 
expended. I am however to call attention to the concluding words of the Treasury 
minute of the 11th March 1907 (communicated to you with Treasury letter of the 
20th March 1907) to the effect that the allocation then made was not to be regarded 
as a precedent for future years either as to the share to be allowed to each college or 
as to the purposes to which such share is to be devoted. 

The Committee request that your reply may be sent in not later than the 23rd 
December next. 

Iam, Sir, your obedient servant, 

(signed) R.G. Hawtrey. 


[UBSC, DM 506/56, pp. 230-1 (MS); copied into Local Executive Committee 
minutes of 4 Dec]. [> 465] 


[458] 20 November 1907. Council minutes 


[Presence and minutes.] 

The President referred to the recent re-allocation of the Treasury grant in aid of 
universities and university colleges, and expressed an opinion that Bristol had been 
somewhat hardly dealt with. 

The President also stated that as the authorities of the Victoria University proposed 
to interview the Chancellor of the Exchequer*'’ respecting the amount allotted to 
them, he had written to the Prime Minister pointing out that however good a case 
Manchester could make out Bristol had as good if not a better one, and that none of 
the younger provincial university colleges could compare with us in the distinction 
of our successive Principals, and yet we were left, so far as State aid was concerned, 
at the bottom of the list and coupled with Bedford College for Women. 

The question of taking action in the matter was referred to the Local Executive 
Committee with power to act and the Principal undertook to prepare a comparative 
financial statement regarding the colleges participating in the grant. 


[UBSC, DM 506/59, pp. 165-6 (MS).] 


517 Asquith. 
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[459] 14 January 1908. Henry Overton Wills*'* to his son George Alfred 


Kelston Knoll, Weston, Bath. 
14th Janry/08 
My dear George, 

I have decided to promise one hundred thousand pounds towards the endowment 
of a University for Bristol and the West of England, provided a charter be granted 
within two years from this date, and as regards time and mode of payment we will 
arrange together later on. Please announce this at your dinner tomorrow, and say that 
I trust that this help may fairly launch our University at no distant date. 

Believe me, your affectionate father, 

H.O. Wills. 


[UBSC, DM 400 (MS); reproduced in Carleton, University for Bristol, p.22] 


The announcement was made at the ninth University Colston Society Dinner that 
evening, prompting other substantial donations. 


[460] 17 January 1908. Wills to Lloyd Morgan 


Kelston Knoll, Weston, Bath. 
Jany 17th. 08. 
Dear Sir, 

I have received your kind letter of yesterday with very great pleasure as coming 
from the Principal of University College, and think it very good of you to write me, 
I trust that what was done on Tuesday evening [/4th] will be only the beginning 
of greatly increased prosperity in Bristol, and that when the King brings down the 
charter in the autumn,’”” if it should fall in with His Majesty’s plans to do so, all 
that we can hope for from the establishment of a University in our midst will be 
abundantly realized, and that all that is done will be agreeable to you and give you 
the greatest pleasure, which, I am sure, that [otiose] every one will desire should be 
the case. 

With my best thanks, I am, yours faithfully, 

H.O. Wills. 


[UBSC, DM 128/174 (holograph).] 


°!8 Already in his 80th year, Wills had long since relinquished his place in the family firm, but he continued 
to amass wealth from its proceeds; his offer was pivotal to the University charter campaign, and its reward 
was the Chancellorship: Worthies, ii, pp. 219-20; The Times, 5 Sept 1911. 

>! The King was coming principally to open the Royal Edward Dock at Avonmouth. 
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[461] 17 January 1908. Percival to Arrowsmith 


till 21st Falmouth Hotel, Falmouth 
after 21st [as printed] Lollards Tower, Lambeth, S.E. 
Janry 17.08 
Dear Mr Arrowsmith, 

I feel I should like to send a word or two expressing my gratitude as President 
of Univ. Coll. to Mr H.O. Wills and would ask you to complete the address. I don’t 
know how we can sufficiently thank Napier Abbott [sic] but we must not forget what 
we owe to him. 

As regards the future you and he and some others of us should <now begin to> 
study the charters of Birmingham, Liverpool and Sheffield, and possibly Leeds. 
Could you have copies collected? 

I should like to know Abbott’s [sic] view as to [the] best way of dealing with the 
Merchant Venturers. We must do our best to get them cordially with us, and for this 
they will doubtless expect to have the Merchants’ College recognised as a constituent 
college alongside Univ. Coll. I hope Abbott [sic] will advise us on this point, and also 
say whether he himself is not the best man to approach Geo. Pope and the others. I 
will do anything you and he ask of me, but I shall wait for instructions. 

It should, I think, be made clear pretty early that Bristol will most probably follow 
the example of Birmingham, and import a distinguished man from the outside to 
be the Head, just as they imported Oliver Lodge.” The Merchants would no doubt 
prefer this to any idea of making Lloyd Morgan the chief. There will be no difficulty 
in finding a distinguished man. 

Yours sincerely, 

J. Hereford. 


[UBSC, DM 219, ser. | (holograph).] [> 464] 
[462] 17 January 1908. Haldane to Arrowsmith 


War Office, Whitehall, S.W. 
17th January 1908. 
Dear Mr Arrowsmith, 

I was delighted with the news, and as you may have observed from the newspapers 
had spoken of it at the Guildhall even before your letter reached me.™! This is a great 
step on, and I have no doubt you will find your hands much strengthened in dealing 
with the Merchant Venturers College. All the assistance that we can give you I think 
you may count on your having. 

Yours very truly, 

R.B. Haldane. 


[UBSC, DM 219, ser. | (signed typescript).] 


°° Lodge had been directly recruited from Liverpool by Chamberlain: Vincent and Hinton, Univ. of 
Birmingham, p. 37. 

*! Tn fact it was at Mansion House, where Haldane was addressing the British Science Guild, of which he 
was President: The Standard, 16 January. 
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[463] 20 January 1908. Haldane to Arrowsmith 


War Office, Whitehall, S.W. 
20th January 1908. 
Dear Mr Arrowsmith, 

When the question of the charter of the proposed University of Bristol comes 
before the Privy Council, one of the questions that is certain to be asked is whether 
the city has shown sufficient interest in the institution to warrant the Privy Council 
in granting the charter.” The view taken is that the future of the University and its 
expansion to the requisite dimensions turns upon the local interest. The test which 
is looked to is whether the Corporation has taken advantage of its powers to grant 
out of the rates a subsidy to the University. Liverpool, for instance, and Sheffield, 
secured their charters on the assurance that this would be done, and it has been done. 
I trust that Bristol will follow this honourable example. Indeed, if the City of Bristol 
were to fall behind the example of the northern cities I have mentioned, I do not feel 
at all sure that the P.C. would assent to the charter. I write on this point that you may 
appreciate the great importance attached to it by the authorities here. 

Yours very truly, 

R.B. Haldane. 


[UBSC, DM 219, ser. 1 (signed typescript).] 


Haldane regarded the key precedent as the Order in Council of 10 Feb. 1903 which 
allowed the claims of Liverpool and Manchester to proceed to full university status: 
Autobiography, pp. 140-2, 146. 


[464] 21 January 1908. Percival to Arrowsmith 


The Palace, Hereford. 
Janry 21.1908. 
Private. 
Dear Mr Arrowsmith, 

Best thanks for your letter and the enclosed list. It does one’s eyes good to look 
on these figures, and I wish I could have afforded to join in a humble way; but with 
family and other claims I cannot, and so must be content to render my little personal 
service. But you may at any time think I can help. 

M.E. Sadler is very well known to me, as I got him his first appointment as 
Secretary of the University Extension Delegacy at Oxford, when I was a member of 
the Delegacy and Jowett was V. Ch. Sadler was then a young scholar of my College, 
Trinity, and had just taken his B.A., and he has more than justified all my expectations. 
He has great gifts as a propagandist and organiser, and he is a good speaker with a 
pleasant and persuasive manner. I don’t know anyone who would be so likely to give 
us a really good practical start by his efforts as our Vice Chancellor.” 


°°? He meant ‘in advising the King to grant the charter’. 

3 Sadler was Secretary of the Oxford Delegacy 1885-95, then at the Board of Education until 1903, 
when he was given a chair at Manchester; Vice-Chancellor at Leeds 1911; knighted 1919; returned to 
Oxford as Master of University College 1923. His friendship with Percival was briefly strained when they 
fell out over ‘home reading’ in 1888: M. Sadleir [sic], Michael Ernest Sadler (Sir Michael Sadler K.C.S 1.) 
1861-1943 (1949), esp. pp. 102-3; L. Grier, Achievement in Education: The Work of Michael Ernest 
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You will also have quietly to consider who should be your Chancellor. If you 
follow the Birmingham lead, one’s first thought turns to a Wills or a Fry, and the 
£100,000 suggests a Wills. I expect Lord W[interstoke] would enjoy the position. 
Is there any sufficient reason why you should look elsewhere? 

Yours sincerely, 

J. Hereford. 
P.S. I rather doubt whether Sadler would apply, if you advertise. At Sheffield the 
influential people quietly made private enquiries, and they took Sir Charles Eliot on 
my recommendation.” 


[UBSC, DM 219, ser. | (holograph).] [> 467] 
[465] 31 January 1908. Hawtrey to Lloyd Morgan 


Treasury Chambers, Whitehall, S.W. 
31st January, 1908. 
Sir, 

I have laid before the Advisory Committee your letter of the 20th December 
submitting proposals for the utilisation of a special grant from the unspent balance 
of the sum voted for university college grants for the current financial year [<4 457]. 
I am directed to state that the Committee propose to recommend to the Treasury 
to assign to your College a grant of £800, and in accordance with your request to 
recommend that £480 be allocated to a superannuation fund, £160 to the Library and 
£160 to research. 

Iam, Sir, your obedient servant, 

(signed) R.G. Hawtrey. 


[UBSC, DM 506/56, pp. 240-1 (MS); copied into Local Executive Committee 
minutes of 5 February.] 


[466] 2 February 1908. G.H. Leonard to Lloyd Morgan 


1, Princes Buildings, Clifton, Bristol. 
My dear Principal, 

The thought of the possibility of our not having you as Vice-Chancellor in the new 
University has taken me by surprise — but would have been altogether a surprise, had 
I not had some talk with Barrell on the matter a day or two ago. 

It is not quite easy for me to know what to say or think. 

Of course I do recognise certain clear advantages of a general kind, which an 
absolutely new man would have, who might come quite unhampered by any traditions 
and purely personal considerations. 

It may not be reasonable, but men are impressed by a man who is brought in from 
‘the outside’, with a new name, and what is called, generally, a ‘reputation’, and a 


Sadler, 1885-1935 (1952), esp. pp. 14-15; Shimmin, Univ. of Leeds, pp. 36-41 and passim; Goldman, 
Dons and Workers, pp. 60-6 and passim. 

°4 Birmingham’s first Chancellor was inevitably Chamberlain, who had raised more money than the 
combined tribes of Wills and Fry gave to Bristol: Vincent and Hinton, Univ. of Birmingham, pp. 25-6. 

*°5 The appointment of Eliot, a proconsul with scholarly interests, was far from the smooth piece of 
jobbery with which Percival credits himself: Chapman, Univ. of Sheffield, pp. 193-5. 
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vague background of distinction. The prophet in his own country is [left deleted] at 
an unfair disadvantage. 

At the same time, I recognise the peculiar value in this case, (as in all) of going on 
with the old trusted friend who knows Bristol, its men, and the special difficulties we 
have to contend with here. 

I speak of course generally. As a personal matter you will, of course know that, to 
many of us, the very thought of dropping the pilot is one which must cause a sense 
of peculiar distrust and dismay. 

As you have written rather intimately perhaps you will let me say how much 
I, in common with others, feel I owe to your constant kindness and sympathetic 
consideration. My time at the College has been an extraordinarily happy one — and 
that things have gone so pleasantly for most of us is clearly due to your wise guidance, 
and the sense that you were at the head of things. One is shy of saying more, but I 
think you know your old friends feel that ‘respect’ and ‘regard’ are not terms warm 
enough to express their feelings towards you. 

Iam concerned that, as I told Kent on Friday, I cannot arrive at the Senate meeting 
at all unless I come in very late. I give my second lecture to working men (in the 
city) to-morrow evening. I shall try to get away so as to get to the College before the 
meeting is over. 

I am increasingly hopeful about the value of our working men’s movement to the 
University scheme. 

Yours very sincerely, 

George Hare Leonard. 
P.S. Of course in writing yesterday I meant the Chamber of Commerce when I said 
(did I not?) the Commercial Rooms. 


[UBSC, DM 128/175 (holograph).] [ > 469] 
[467] 3 February 1908. G.A. Wills to Arrowsmith 


Burwalls, Leigh Woods, Bristol. 
Feb. 3rd. 1908. 
Dear Arrowsmith, 

Thanks for a sight of the Bishop of Hereford’s letter [464] which I now return, 
and of course shall treat as private. I have been thinking over the matter of our 
appeal for funds and feel that the sooner it goes out the better, but I hardly think we 
should send it out broadcast until the Town Council have passed their resolution; 
but might it not be well for our Chairman to send out a letter signed by him on 
behalf of the sub committee to a certain number of selected names, before the 
general appeal goes out? 

We want and ought to have promises from some of the leading Conservatives in 
Bristol; so far we have not had much encouragement from them! They must be on our 
first printed list which is published! 

Iam sorry I cannot be at Wednesday’s meeting. 

Will you ask the Committee to approve of the ‘University’ account being kept 
at University College by Mr Rafter? I cannot undertake to do all the detail work 
at Bedminster, but could call say once or twice a week <at University College> to 
endorse cheques and keep in touch with the account. 
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Of course donors should be asked to make their cheques payable to the Treasurer, 
and they should be crossed ‘The Union of London & Smiths Bank Limited’. I 
presume ‘Old Bank’ would hardly do! 

I suppose it will be necessary to ask the executive of University College to agree 
to this! 

I have not heard from Alfred Hopkinson in reply to my letter. 

Yours faithfully, 

Geo. A. Wills. 
P.S. Just had a promise of £50 (fifty pounds) from Prof. Cowl, payable over two 
years. 

My address in London until Thursday morning will be c/o Messrs Lambert & 
Butler, 141 Drury Lane. 


[UBSC, DM 219, ser. | (holograph).] 
[468] 4 February 1908. G.A. Wills to Arrowsmith 


141, Drury Lane, London, W.C. 
Feb. 4th. 1908. 
Dear Arrowsmith, 

Thanks for your letter. I quite approve of your proposal. I think we should send out 
with the circular letter a list of promises from £100 and upwards. I fear that if we do 
not start with £100, many of the men asked to give will hesitate to promise a smaller 
contribution than £1000 and so may decline to give at all. Will you kindly tell the sub 
committee on Wednesday that Mr H.W. Gunn®”’ has promised to give two hundred 
guineas. This with Prof. Cowl’s £50 are the only amounts advised since our meeting 
last Friday. 

I think it would be better for the Chairman to personally write and sign the letter to 
be sent to the people you are listing, and if the Committee wish I will add my name 
as Treasurer (of course I mean that a copy of the proposed letter should be sent! More 
notice will be taken of it than would be the case if sent out typed!). 

I have not heard from Alfred Hopkinson, but if I get his reply later in the day I will 
adda PS. 

Yours faithfully, 

Geo. A. Wills. 


[UBSC, DM 219, ser. | (holograph).] 


[469] 5 February 1908. Local Executive Committee minutes 


[After minutes] The Principal remarked that at the proper moment he desired to place 
himself unreservedly in the hands of the Council of the College in order that they 
might have a perfectly free hand with regard to the appointment of a Vice-Chancellor 
of the University of Bristol. 


[UBSC, DM 506/56, p. 237 (MS).] [> 481] 


°6 Vice-Chancellor of the federated Victoria University then the Victoria University of Manchester 1903— 
13; knighted 1910; former Liberal MP, who later sat as a Conservative for the Combined Universities. 

*°7 Henry Wills Gunn, Secretary of the family firm from 1899 and first Secretary of Imperial Tobacco 
1901: R. Till, Wills of Bristol (Bristol, [1952]), pp. 59-60; BRO, 38169/HAF/20/5 (‘Recollections’, 1941). 
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[470] 6 February 1908. Lewis Fry to the Lord Mayor™® 


Goldney House, Clifton, Bristol. 
6th February, 1908. 
My dear Lord Mayor, 

As Chairman of the Committee for promoting a University for Bristol and the 
West of England, I beg leave to inform you that Mr Henry Overton Wills, of Kelston 
Knoll, Weston, Bath, a member of a Bristol family already distinguished for its 
public spirit and generosity, on the 14th of January munificently promised the sum of 
one hundred thousand pounds towards the endowment of the University, provided a 
charter be granted within two years [459]. 

Already many other liberal contributions amounting to upwards of £55,000 have 
been similarly promised. 

To these sums may be added the existing property and endowments of University 
College, Bristol, of the estimated aggregate value of £55,000, and it is fully hoped 
that at an early date and by these means and further subscriptions a capital value 
of two hundred and fifty thousand pounds may be available for the purposes of the 
proposed University. 

May I venture to ask that you will be so good as to communicate this information 
to the Council at their meeting on 11th instant, in order that the generosity of Mr 
Wills may be fittingly put on record, and in the hope that the Council may see fit 
to approve our object, and appoint a committee to consider whether the Council 
can be recommended to co-operate in the movement and to accord such measure 
of financial support on the part of the City as is, we are authoritatively informed™”, 
essential to the grant of the charter, on which depends the securing of these important 
benefits to Bristol. 

Iam, my dear Lord Mayor, yours very faithfully, 

Lewis Fry. 


[BRO, M/BCC/BC/1/26, p. 78 (printed copy in Council Proceedings).] [> 477] 
[471] 6 February 1908. Cowl to King 


Bristol and the West of England University. 
6th. February 1908. 
Dear Sir, 

I am instructed by my Committee, now that circumstances are perhaps somewhat 
altered since your letter of March 11th last [453], to enquire if the Society of Merchant 
Venturers would now be willing to resume the negotiations which were then laid 
aside, and if so to ask you to propose a day and time for a meeting. 

Please let me have the choice of two or three days, but I may mention that 
Friday the 21st instant at 4.30 will be a convenient time for my Committee, and it 
is suggested that on this occasion the meeting should take place in the Library of 
University College.*” 

Yours faithfully, 

Rich. P. Cowl. 


[BRO, SMV/5/6/2/3 (signed typescript).] 


8 EB. James again, knighted on the King’s visit later in the year. 

°°? Meaning by Haldane [463]. 

°° McGrath, MVB, p. 498; ‘may mention ... convenient time’ nicely parrots King’s letter to Fry proposing 
to start the previous negotiations on a day convenient to the Merchants and at their premises [437]. 
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[472] 7 February 1908. King to Pope 


Merchants’ Hall, Bristol. 
7th Feby 1908. 
Dear Pope, 

We have today exchanged wires, resulting in your coming here Tuesday next 
[/1th] for the meeting at 2.30 p.m. If you can be here to lunch we might talk matters 
over before the committee. I enclose a copy of the letter received this morning 
[471]. The Master™! thinks that before sending a reply, and fixing a date, and place, 
for meeting, the committee who have this matter in hand should meet and discuss 
the question, and thoroughly agree as to their proceedure [sic], and what they will, 
or will not advise the Society to do under the altered circumstances. I am replying 
to Cowl, that I hope to be able to send him a reply in a few days [478]. I am 
afraid that this matter cropping up just now is a great nuisance to you, indeed I had 
hoped that the subject was hung-up for years. I do not quite like the tone of their 
‘altered circumstances’ a little bit, it appears to savour of the writing on the wall 
style. 

Yours very faithfully, 

Percy L. King. 


[BRO, SMV/5/6/1/5 (holograph).] 
[473] 8 February 1908. King to Pope 


Merchants’ Hall, Bristol. 
8th. Feby. 1908. 
Dear Pope, 

Your long letter puts the present position as I understand it in a clear and 
admirable manner. My anxiety is for the Society alone, and we must not allow our 
inheritance to be crippled by any University College, or other matter whatsoever. 
By what I can glean U.C.B. would like us to give up our ‘autonomy’, but beyond 
this, I have not heard anything. I told Wertheimer of our meeting on Tuesday 
[//th] and told him to write to you [> 474]. I did so because it may be useful to 
have him handy and you might arrange this, but I was not told to have him on the 
premises. Cross had a dinner last night to meet some swell ‘interested greatly in 
Bristol University’. The Master and [Allan] McArthur were asked but both were 
engaged. Wait was invited — result unknown — whilst I was invited by telephone 
and ‘smelling a rat’ had ‘friends at home’. The U.C.B. party are very busy and as 
you say a bit clever. [Change of pen] I took this home to finish and I was rather 
late in starting. Mervyn [King] lunched with me and I don’t think he knows what 
U.C.B. really wants but he thinks it is money — a promise of a yearly sum. I 
said that was impossible: we had already got to the end of our tether in our own 
provision as promised already. He, and I dare say the rest of the committee, had 
quite forgotten what we said we would do. The truth is they don’t take much real 
interest in the thing but are very pleased if all goes very satisfactorily and it does 


3! Charles Adams. 
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not bother them. It has been a lovely hot sunny afternoon and we have been sitting 
on the Downs. 
Yours very faithfully, 
Percy L. King. 


[BRO, SMV/5/6/1/5 (holograph).] 
[474] 8 February 1908. Wertheimer to Pope 


Merchant Venturers’ Technical College, Bristol. 
8th Feby 1908. 
My dear Sir, 

(1) I have not yet heard of the committee meeting mentioned in your letter of 
yesterday. 

(2) If we had the Faculty of Engineering only in the University we should retain 
all our day students in Engineering, viz. the 12 you mention plus the 29 who have not 
matriculated, but who are taking the same courses in Engineering. In all the modern 
universities it is not necessary to matriculate in order to become a student [of corrected 
to] at the university; this applies also to the colleges of the University of London, 
but it is, of course, necessary to matriculate if a student wishes to take a degree. We 
should also have, I hope, a number of evening students who would count as students 
in the Faculty of Engineering, if we can arrange, as has been done in London, that 
the degree of the University shall be open to evening students of sufficient ability, 
who are willing to devote to the attainment of the degree a considerable number of 
evening class sessions. 

But so far we have not restricted ourselves to the Faculty of Engineering, but 
have suggested that we shall provide the Faculty of Applied Science (including 
Engineering); if we had that Faculty assigned to us we should retain a considerable 
number of the 29 intermediate and final B.Sc. students, but what actual proportion 
it would be impossible to say until the work of the Faculty had been precisely 
defined. 

When the matter was discussed between Lloyd Morgan and myself, we came to 
the conclusion that the number of students whom we should transfer to U.C.B. would 
be as nearly as possible precisely equal to the number of students whom they would 
transfer to us. 

Yours very truly, 

J. Wertheimer, Principal. 


[BRO, SMV/5/6/1/5 (signed typescript).] 
[475] 9 February 1908. Wertheimer to Pope 


[Printed] Merchant Venturers’ Technical College, Bristol. 
[MS] 16 B[elgrave] Rd, 9 Feb. 1908. 
My dear Sir, 
1. 1 am obliged for your two letters and, unless I hear to the contrary, will be in 
your room at the Hall at 2.30 p.m. on Tuesday, to await a summons to attend, if 
necessary. 
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2. If I have copies of the papers you mention, I will send them to the Hall; if not, 
the Treasurer will have the spare copies. 

3. As regards the offer of S.M.V., so far it is distinctly vague; your proposals would 
define it more closely. I avail myself of your permission to criticize them freely: 

No. 1. We must not confine ourselves to matriculated students; we must include 
registered students; i.e. those who may desire to attend the classes without trying to 
take the degrees; see my letter of Saturday [474]. 

No. 2. Your wording would give the Faculty too much power — if S.M.V. is [to] 
retain its control of the College, we should, I think, arrange for the College to 
become the recognized College of the University in the Faculty of Applied Science 
(including Engineering, etc.) — or, if U.C.B. objects to this, a recognized Coll. The 
Senate acting on the advice of the Faculty of App. Sc., on which we should be in a 
majority, should have power (a) to recognize certain of our teachers as appointed 
teachers of the University (b) to recognize certain other teachers as ‘recognized’ 
teachers only. The ‘appointed’ teachers would be paid out of the University funds; 
the others by S.M.V. This is the London plan and, in order that you may understand 
it, I will post to you to-morrow morning a London Univ. Calendar [under deleted] 
<marking> the parts which give closer details than can be given within the compass 
of a letter. 

If you are coming early to the Hall on Tuesday, kindly let me know, so that I may 
come to see you and talk matters over if you desire it. 

The appointment of Miss Hughes as Principal of the L.C.C. Avery Hill Training 
Coll. was no doubt foreseen by the Governors of C.G.S. [Colston Girls’ School], 
having regard to her merits and the poweful influence of Sir Owen Roberts. All the 
same it will be a great loss to the School and the city. Women of her ability and 
energy are scarce” 

Yours very truly, 

J. Wertheimer. 
PS. I will try to draft a scheme to-morrow shewing the relations of M.V.T.C. to the 
proposed University. 


[BRO, SMV/5/6/1/5 (rough holograph).] 
[476] 10 February 1908. Wertheimer to Pope 


Merchant Venturers’ Technical College, Bristol. 
February 10th, 1908. 
EXPRESS DELIVERY. 
My dear Sir, 

I am obliged for your letter of yesterday. 

(1) As I understand matters we have not given up our autonomy except as regards 
matters of an academic nature (see par. 3 of the Treasurer’s letter to Mr Lewis Fry 
dated the 11th of December 1906 [442]). 

(2) I think it would be very difficult to prepare an estimate of the value of our offer 
to the University on the lines you mention, though I will try to do so, if you wish it; 


°° Avery Hill, Eltham was opened by London County Council in 1906 for the training of female teachers; 
Miss Hughes declined the appointment: E. Edwards, Women in Teacher Training Colleges, 1900-1960: A 
Culture of Femininity (2001), p. 67. 
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it will, however, take some considerable time, as it will mean a careful dissection of 
accounts and an estimate of the probabilities for the future. 

I suggest that a better and easier way of stating the matter would be that we [should 
corrected to] shall place at the disposal of the University buildings and equipment 
value £X and that we [should deleted] estimate the value of the Society’s annual 
contribution towards the work of university character at £Y a year; you and the 
Treasurer can determine X better than I can, and I suppose we might estimate Y at 
£1000. 

(3) I think you are wrong in supposing that we [shall corrected to] <should now> 
lose grant from the Board of Education. That is not the case at Manchester where 
the Municipal School of Technology receives and retains its grant, although its day 
classes form the Faculty of Technology of the local University, nor is it the case 
with the various London institutions which receive grants from the B. of E. and are 
connected more or less closely with the University of London. <It would have been 
the case, if we had amalgamated with U.C.B. 10 years ago> 

(4) Iam sorry to do not appear to have worded par. 2 of my letter of the 8th instant 
[474] with sufficient clearness; if you will refer to it you will see that I corrected in ink 
the typewritten expression ‘student of the University’ to ‘student at the University’. 
It is not possible to become a student of one of the modern universities without 
matriculating, but it is possible to study at these institutions [with deleted] <[and 
to study deleted] side by side with> those who are preparing for degrees [without 
having deleted] <although one has not> matriculated. 

(5) I agree with you that so far as the Society has [agreed to corrected to] assented 
to no restriction [on corrected to] of its work; as you put it, it has offered to do 
something but it has not said that it will refrain from doing other things. When I 
spoke of the governors <not> ‘restricting’ themselves to the Faculty of Engineering 
I was assuming from the numbers you gave in your letter of the 7th instant that you 
thought our Faculty would consist of Engineering students only, whereas my view 
was that it would contain students in other branches of Applied Science. I hope the 
matter is now clear. 

(6) In regard to the scheme I sent you yesterday [475], there is one alteration I 
omitted to make. The governing body of the University of London is the Senate; in 
the provincial universities it is the Court acting through the Council (see par. 3 of my 
memorandum of December 7th 1906). For ‘Senate’ throughout it [will corrected to] 
would be necessary to substitute “Court’. 

Your very truly, 

[signed] J. Wertheimer, Principal. 


[BRO, SMV/5/6/1/5 (signed typescript with MS corrections and addenda).] 
[477] 11 February 1908. City Council proceedings 


[After reading Fry’s letter of 6 February (470)] On the motion of the Lord Mayor it 
was unanimously resolved: 

‘That the Council of the City and County of Bristol desire to place on record their 
appreciation of the munificent offer of Mr Henry Overton Wills of £100,000 towards 
the fund for the endowment of a University for Bristol and the West of England, an 


83. See Charlton, Manchester Univ., pp. 114-15. 
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offer which in their opinion will largely contribute towards the obtaining of a charter 
for such University which will be of the greatest value to the citizens of Bristol.’ 

On the motion of Alderman Gardiner it was resolved: 

“That a special committee of the Council be appointed to consider and report at an 
early date on the question of giving financial support to the proposed University, and 
that such committee consist of the following members, namely: 

The Lord Mayor, Alderman Cope-Proctor, Alderman Hare, Alderman Davies, 
Alderman Pearson, Alderman Eberle, Alderman Barker, Alderman Parsons, 
Alderman Curle, Alderman Lloyd, Alderman Elkins, Alderman Smith, Mr Barnett, 
Dr Cook, Mr F.H. Cotterell, Mr Wait, Mr Davies, Mr Beloe, Mr Burt.’ 


[BRO, M/BCC/BC/1/26, p. 79 (printed).] [> 500] 
[478] 12 February 1908. King to Cowl 


Merchants’ Hall, Bristol. 
12th February, 1908. 
Dear Sir, 

Your letter of the 6th instant [471] has received the consideration of my sub- 
committee and in reply thereto I was directed to say that, being in full sympathy with 
your sub-committee as regards the foundation of a University in Bristol, they are very 
willing to resume the negociations to which you allude, and which lapsed in March 
last. In order to facilitate matters, which circumstances have somewhat altered to both 
parties, it would be convenient if you could kindly give us more information than 
we now possess both as to the constitution intended to be suggested for the proposed 
University, and also as to the precise portion of our Technical College which Mr Fry, 
in his letter of the 26th January, 1907 [446], referred to as the ‘University Department’ 
of it, the portion that is to say, which we are asked to merge in the proposed University, 
and in respect of which it is desired that we should surrender our financial independence 
and autonomy. The fullest information on both of these points as well as the heads of 
the proposals which your sub-committee are prepared to make, and discuss, will enable 
my sub-committee to deal more adequately with the subject at our next meeting. 

Iam, dear Sir, yours truly, 

Percy L. King. 


[BRO, SMV/5/6/2/1 (printed).] [> 485] 
[479] 12 February 1908. Sir George White to Arrowsmith 


Cotham House, Bristol. 
12 Feb. 1908. 

Dear Mr Arrowsmith 
Thank you for your note of this morning but I know that at the present I am not 
prepared to ‘take a hand’ in your scheme. I quite appreciate its value and importance 
but cannot go in for more than I have on hand.>**I shall therefore content myself with 


*4 White had been a handsome benefactor to the Royal Infirmary, the Bristol Red Cross and other local 
charities, and he had received a baronetcy for his public services in 1904: C. Harvey and J. Press, Sir 
George White of Bristol 1854-1916 (BBHA 72: Bristol, 1989), p. 22. 
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being an ordinary subscriber from time to time. 
I hate being a ‘wet-blanket’ but really you have cart-loads of money tumbling in 
and with the Corporation annual grant will get all you want. 
Yours sincerely, 
George White. 


[UBSC, DM 219, ser. 1 (holograph).] 
[480] 13 February 1908. Ward to M.K. King 


Private and Confidential Bosloe, near Falmouth. 
13. Feb. 1908. 
My dear Mervyn, 

I got home all right on Tuesday. 

On the way down I read the constitution of the London University, which has now 
repealed its charter and is regulated by Act of Parliament.*? I find that the London 
University had in connection with it no less than 23 institutions called ‘Schools of 
the University’, which were so admitted in respect of the Faculties in which they 
gave instruction of university standard. Among these ‘Schools’ were such famous 
institutions as: 

University College, London 

King’s College, do 

The Royal College of Science 

The 9 great Medical Schools of the hospitals in London 

The Central Technical College of the City & Guilds of London. 

All these great institutions maintained their complete financial independence, and 
there is nothing to show that they were asked to contribute to the funds of the University. 
They were admitted as part of the University in respect of their work which was of 
university standard; they remain a part of the University so long as they maintain the 
teaching in their respective Faculties up to that standard; they cease to be Schools of 
the University if they do not in the opinion of the University maintain their efficiency. 

I cannot help thinking that there may be a good deal of misconception between 
us and the University Committee from want of accurate information on either side. 
I think the Society ought in every way to show its goodwill towards the University 
scheme; let us find out exactly what they want us to do and then we can see how far 
we can go. But I hope a body like the S.M.V. will not be carried off its legs by the 
glamour of the £100,000 gift, and rashly consent to throw into the melting pot such a 
proved success as its school for the sake of a scheme which for many years must be 
experimental, however magnificent it may be. 

Yours sincerely, 

(sgd) W.W. Ward. 
We can always throw in our lot wholly with the University afterwards, as I see 
University College London has now done with the University of London. 


[BRO, SMV/5/6/1/4 (typescript copy).] 


°5 Not exactly: the London University Act of 1898 (61 & 62 Vict. c. 62) empowered commissioners 
to make new statutes and regulations, which were then activated by Order in Council: Willson, Univ. 
of London, pp. 430-41, 458. The University remains incorporated by its charter of 1863, as stated in 
subsequent acts including the latest (2018). 
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[481] 17 February 1908. J. Michell Clarke to Lloyd Morgan 


28, Pembroke Road, Clifton, Bristol. 
Feb. 17. 08. 
Confidential. 
My dear Lloyd Morgan, 

I have the pleasure of sending you the following <unanimous> resolution to you. 

“The members of the Senate of University College, Bristol, replying in their private 
capacity to the letter addressed to them by the Principal, take the opportunity of 
expressing to him their full recognition of his long, valuable, and unselfish services 
to the College, and of his world-wide eminence in his own sphere of work, and desire 
to assure him of their cordial support, if the committee entrusted with the selection 
of officers of the new University of Bristol elect him to be the first Vice-Chancellor 
(or Principal), and also of the pleasure it would give his colleagues to see him in that 
distinguished position, which they hope he would long retain. 

The members of the Senate consider that in the undoubtedly heavy work of 
organization of the University he should be given help in such a way as may be found 
advisable later.’ 

Iam, yours very truly, 

J. Michell Clarke. 


[UBSC, DM 128/176 (holograph).] [> 663] 


[482] 18 February 1908. Percival to Arrowsmith 


Hereford. 
Feb. 18.08. 
Dear Arrowsmith, 
I am sorry I cannot get away to attend the Univ. Coll. meeting owing to my 
engagements. 


The charter for the University will require much care, and the consideration of 
it should I think be begun early — very likely you have considered the matter with 
Abbott [sic] and others. 

Possibly it might be best to appoint a small committee to take it in hand. If you 
think I could do any good on such a committee I would endeavour to serve, and I 
would suggest getting some copies of the charters of Birmingham, Liverpool, Leeds, 
&c. 

I have to be at Bristol for a Clifton Coll. Council meeting on Wed. the 26th,>*° and 
if I were specially wanted by you for anything I could manage to come and lunch 
about | p.m. 

Yours sincerely, 

J. Hereford. 


[UBSC, DM 219, ser. | (holograph).] 


°6 At the Grand Hotel, Broad St; Napier Abbot also present: Clifton College Archives, Council Minute 
Book 5, pp. 390. 


326 Bristol University: Conception to Foundation 


[483] 19 February 1908. Council minutes 


[From the report of the Local Executive Committee] Your Committee has received 
from the Senate a report on the definition, status, remuneration and conditions of 
appointment of Readers. The Senate, being of opinion that Egyptian, Archaeology, 
Aramaic, Syriac, Hindustani and other Eastern languages should be represented in 
the College curriculum, was requested to make enquiries and recommendations as to 
suitable persons to be appointed as Readers. The Senate thereupon suggested that the 
Rey. de Lacy O’ Leary, M.A.>*’ be appointed Reader in Aramaic and Syriac, and your 
Committee beg to recommend that the appointment be confirmed. 

Your Committee having been invited by the Treasury to formulate proposals 
indicating how any special grant that may be awarded in the present financial year 
might be most usefully expended, suggested that 60% of the amount be allocated to 
a superannuation fund, 20% to the Library, and 20% to research. The suggestion was 
accompanied by a draft scheme of a superannuation and pension fund, of which a 
copy is appended hereto. Information has been received from the Treasury that a sum 
of £800 has been allocated to the College to be spent in the manner indicated above. 


[UBSC, DM 506/59, pp. 194-5 (MS).] 
[484] 21 February 1908. Lewis Fry to Arrowsmith 


Goldney House. 
21 Feb. 1908. 
Dear Mr Arrowsmith, 

It occurs to me that [the deleted] many of the local bodies whom we are going to 
ask for resolutions probably know little of Bristol people in general or of ourselves 
in particular. I think it would therefore be well to put at the head of the printed letter 
our names properly set forth as Chairman, Treasurer, and on the other side in some 
such manner. The particular form I leave to you. 

Yours v. truly, 

Lewis Fry. 


[UBSC, DM 219, ser. | (holograph).] 
[485] 24 February 1908. Fry to King 


Goldney House, Clifton. 
24th February, 1908. 
Dear Sir, 

My Committee thank you for your communication of the 12th inst. [478], and 
infer that our reply is desired to the points it raises for the preliminary considerations 
of your Society’s sub-committee before you decide if any joint conference of the 
committees is to follow, and that for the present the meeting we proposed [471] is 
deferred. 


°7_ A Catholic convert to the Church of Ireland and a graduate of Trinity College, Dublin; taught at UCB 
then the University until 1957; also but rather less successfully ministering at Christ Church, Barton Hill. 
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My Committee will, therefore, endeavour, in pursuance of this view of your 
letter, and premising that no scheme for the University is as yet in any sense finally 
settled, but is in all respects subject to discussion, alteration and amendment, to set 
before your sub-committee our present position as regards the three points on which 
information is requested: 

(I.) The intended constitution of the University. 

(II.) The University department referred to in my letter of the 26th January, 
1907 [446], and 

(II.) Such heads of proposals as suggest themselves to us. 

(I.) Our ideas with regard to the constitution of the University present no novelty. 
They are based on the typical constitutions of such provincial universities as 
Birmingham, Liverpool and Sheffield. I enclose a copy of the application which 
preceded the granting of a charter to the University of Sheffield 

The following is an outline of the constitution we have in mind: 

(A) The curriculum and education afforded by the University and the discipline of 
its students to be under the regulation and control of the Senate, subject to the statutes 
and ordinances of the University and the control and approval of the Council. The 
Senate to consist of the Vice-Chancellor, the Deans of Faculties and the Professors 
of the University. 

There would probably be at the outset four Faculties — Arts, Medicine, Science, 
and Applied Science and Engineering. 

(B) The government and control of the finances of the University, and the 
appointment of Professors to be in the hands of the Council of the University, 
subject to the statutes and to the control of the Court of Governors. The Council to 
consist of: 

1. Ex-officio members, e.g. (a) Chancellor, Vice-Chancellor, and Treasurer; 
(b) the Deans of Faculties. 
2. Representative members appointed by: 
(a) The Town Council. 
(b) Your Society (if it joins). 
(c) Perhaps certain public bodies. 
(d) The Senate. 
(e) The Court of Governors. 

The number of members of Council would be probably about thirty, of whom 
(say) twelve would be representative of the Court of Governors. 

(C) The supreme governing body of the University to be the Court of Governors. 
This would be a large body, comprising Life Governors, in virtue of gifts to the 
University; of representatives of the Town Council and of your Society (if it joins); 
and other representatives such as those mentioned in the charters of other provincial 
universities. 

(II.) As regards the University department that it is suggested your Society should 
merge in the University, its definition must needs depend on whether or not, or to 
what extent, your Society is prepared that its College should throw in its lot with the 
University. My Committee have taken into consideration certain points which were 
urged at the conference held at your Society’s Hall on November 30th, 1906, and 
submit for your consideration the following proposals, to the main principle of which 
— the complete unification of the work of the University under one administration and 
control — my Committee feels that it must adhere. 

(III.) My Committee is of opinion that if the governing bodies of University College 
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and the Merchant Venturers’ Technical College consent to merge their colleges in 
the University, all the adult education and instruction at present conducted in these 
colleges should be comprised within the University scheme. 

We understand that the work conducted in University College is of such a nature 
that its complete absorption in the University would present no difficulty. 

We further understand that the work conducted by your Society’s College is 
divisible into three classes: 

1. The Secondary School. 

2. The higher branches of Science, and chiefly of Applied Science, 
Engineering, &c. 

3. The technological instruction of artizans. 

My Committee is of opinion that (1) (the Secondary School) is necessarily excluded 
from the University scheme; but we are led to believe that the discontinuance of the 
School has been under the consideration of your Society. 

Our proposals, therefore, relate to the higher branches of Science and Applied 
Science, and to the technological instruction. 

We propose that the higher work in (2) (Science, pure and applied), should be 
completely merged in the University. Some of it would fall under the Faculty of 
Science, the head centre of which would be in the buildings of University College, 
which we ask the governing body of that College to transfer to the University, whose 
property it will, in that event, become. The greater part of it would fall under the 
Faculty of Applied Science and Engineering, with which we propose that the name 
of your Society should be associated. We suggest that the work of this Faculty should 
be, so far as space permits, conducted in your Society’s buildings in Unity Street, 
which we propose that you should transfer to the University, whose property it would 
become. We further suggest that the staff and equipment in Engineering of University 
College should be moved to the buildings in Unity Street. In the first instance the 
whole or a large part of the work in Engineering would probably be carried out 
in Unity Street, and such other branches of Applied Science as the Council of the 
University should determine. 

With regard to (3) (the technological instruction of artizans), we suggest that a 
Merchant Venturers’ School of Technology should be formed in the closest possible 
connection with the University, which should continue and extend the work of your 
Society in this field. Subject to the statutes and ordinances of the University, and 
to the financial control of the Council, the School to be under the management of a 
committee, on which there should be: 

1. Representatives of the University. 

2. Representatives of your Society. 

3. Representatives of the City Council. 

4. Co-opted members — say, from (a) employers of labour, and (b) the 
Trades Council. 

With regard to such financial contributions as your Society would make to the 
working of the Faculty of Applied Science and the School of Technology, and 
the manner of their allocation, my Committee would seek information. But it 
would be understood that all fees and the income provided by your Society would go 
into the common treasury of the University. 

My Committee is well aware that the merging of University College and 
the Merchant Venturers’ Technical College in the University will entail some 
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redistribution of the work carried on in these colleges. It would be unreasonable 
to expect the governing body of either institution to be unmindful of the interests 
of its staff and officers. My Committee draws attention to the following clause 
in the Birmingham University Act, 1900, which may serve as a precedent in the 
consideration of this matter: 

“All professors and other members of the teaching staff of Mason University 
College and all officers and servants of the College shall hold as nearly as 
practicable the same offices and places in the University of Birmingham as they 
held in the said College immediately before the commencement of this Act and 
upon the same terms and conditions unless and until the Council of the University 
otherwise decide.’ 

I trust that the information I have supplied is that which your sub-committee 
desires to have, and that it will facilitate matters, as you suggest, with a view to the 
resumption of negotiations. 

I am, dear Sir, your truly, 

Lewis Fry, Chairman of the University Committee. 


[BRO, SMV/5/6/2/1 (printed; facsimile signature); see McGrath, MVB, pp. 498-9] 
[> 491] 


[486] 28 February 1908. Report of UC Colston Society 


University College Colston Society 
11 Quay Street, Bristol. 
February 28th, 1908. 
Report and Statement of Accounts 
Dear Sir (or Madam), 

The ninth annual dinner in connection with this Society took place in the lecture 
hall, University College, on January 14th, 1908, under the presidency of Mr Geo. A. 
Wills, J.P. The guest of the evening was Sir William Job Collins, M.D., M.S. Lond., 
FR.C.S., MP., Vice-Chancellor of the University of London.*** About one hundred 
and twenty gentlemen interested in the Society took part in it. The subscriptions 
amounted to £594: 16: 9. 

It was announced at the dinner that Mr Henry Overton Wills had promised £100,000 
towards the foundation of a Bristol University, and that several other promises had 
been made in addition to those announced at the dinner held on March 30th, 1906. 

At a committee meeting held on February 27th, 1908, the sum of £550 was voted 
towards the Sustentation Fund of Bristol University College. 

At the same committee meeting, the following resolution unanimously 
passed: 

‘That in view of the fact that at our annual dinner, held on January 14th, 1908, 
the announcement was made of Mr Henry Overton Wills’s munificent gift towards 
the foundation of Bristol University, the annual dinner shall as far as possible, and 
in honour of the event, be held on that date, and that the day shall be celebrated as 
‘Founder’s Day’’. 

You will be pleased to learn that Mr Edward Robinson, J.P., has accepted the office 


8 Member for St Pancras West, who set out to make London University a stronghold of ‘sturdy 
Liberalism’: Willson, Univ. of London, p. 179 and passim. 
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of President in succession to Principal C. Lloyd Morgan. 
C. Lloyd Morgan, President. 
J.W. Arrowsmith, Hon. Secretary. 


[UBSC, DM 526/1 (printed); accounts omitted.] 
[487] [February 1908.] Wertheimer to Pope (fragment) 


[Reporting on a meeting of the University Committee] 

Several members then asked whether I thought that our proposed [re-arrangements 
corrected to] re-arrangement would help or hinder the foundation of a University of 
Bristol which they wished to see brought about, and the foundation of which they 
thought the Education Committee ought to help by every means in its power. I said I 
thought the arrangement would help the proposed University, as it would provide it 
with a properly equipped Faculty of Technology. 

Lloyd Morgan, who was present, then said that, speaking in his private capacity 
only, he was entirely in favour of the suggestions I had made <!>. He added that he 
looked forward to the time when M.V.T.C. and U.C.B. would form integral parts 
of an undivided University of Bristol. I thought it wiser to take no notice of his 
‘postscript’. 

In the end a resolution was unanimously carried appointing a sub-committee 
consisting of Cook, Elkins, Garman,’ Alford>“° Dr Carter“! and the Misses Wait 
and Townsend, to consider the whole matter and to report. 

[As corrected to] so far as I could tell from what was said, I think it probable 
that the Committee will report in favour of our suggestions provided they can do 
so without damaging U.C.B. I suppose that, if no line of demarcation between 
U.C.B. and M.V.T.C. were drawn, there might be some ground for supposing that 
the creation of special scholarships [in corrected to] to our College would damage 
them, especially [as corrected to] so long as their piratical Engineering Department 
continues to exist. But [unless corrected to] until we come to close quarters, it is, of 
course, impossible to tell how the committee will interpret into action their words. 
Certainly, I have never attended a meeting where the expressions used in regard to 
the Merchant Venturers and their College were of a more cordial character; no one 
had anything but good to say, and everybody seemed in the most friendly mood. 

Yours very truly, 

[signed] J. Wertheimer, Principal. 


[BRO, SMV/5/6/1/5 (signed typescript; only pp. 2-3 of 3 extant).] 


°° George Jarman, Baptist minister and since 1898 a member of the Bristol School Board: Beaven, Lists, 
p. 113; A.G. Hamlin, ‘The Bristol Baptist Itinerant Society’, BQ, 21/7 (Jan. 1965), pp. 323-4. 

“© Josiah Alford, Vicar of Stoke Bishop since 1895, Hon. Canon of Bristol since 1897, and Lord Mayor’s 
Chaplain: Venn, Alumni Cantab., i, p. 29. 

“! Thomas Moravian Carter, former UCB student (Gold Medallist 1891); general practitioner and City 
Councillor: BMCJ, 47 (1930), pp. 164-5; Whitfield, Victorian Doctors, pp. 163-6. 
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[488] [February 1908.] Memorandum by Pope on behalf of SMV>* 


Merchants’ Hall, Bristol. 

That the Society of Merchant Venturers having no knowledge whatever of the 
constitution intended to be proposed for a University of Bristol, nor of any suggestions 
in relation thereto intended to be made to them by the University Committee, feel 
themselves unable as yet to resume negociations to any good purpose; but that if, as a 
preliminary to a meeting, the University Committee will favour them with a copy of 
the draft of the charter for which it is proposed to ask, or of the instructions intended 
to be given for preparing such a draft, together with any further information that the 
University Committee may think useful, they will give the whole subject very careful 
consideration. 


[BRO, SMV/5/6/1/5 (holograph).] 
[489] February 1908. Memorandum by Pope on behalf of SMV 


S.M.V.’s offer 
To become responsible for the Engineering Faculty of the University of Bristol, i.e. 

1. To provide in their new building in Unity Street the classrooms and laboratories 
needed for the use of students who, being matriculated members of the University, 
join the classes formed for preparing candidates to take degrees in Engineering <or 
Applied Science>. 

2. Subject to the approval of the Board of the Faculty (on which they are to have 
satisfactory representation) to open [such corrected to] the classes <referred to.> 
to appoint and pay the teachers required for them, and to provide the necessary 
apparatus and materials. 

3. The fees received from students attending these classes will belong to S.M.V. 


[BRO, SMV/5/6/1/5 (holograph fair copy; draft also filed).] 
[490] 26 March 1908. Percival to Arrowsmith 


The Palace, Hereford. 
March 26. 1908. 
Private. 
Dear Mr Arrowsmith, 
I wrote to A.C. [Andrew Carnegie] and sent the letter through Bryce, as I could not 
find his America address>? 
Very likely we may have wasted our pains but beyond this I think my letter cannot 
have done any harm. 
I am glad to see that Lord Lansdowne and Lord Bath have given something.“ 
This should bring in some other Conservative bigwigs, Lord St Adwyn, &c. 


*® Perhaps written before sight of Fry’s letter of 24 February [485]. 

*8 Bryce had been Ambassador in Washington since 1907. 

>“ Lansdowne, a former Cabinet minister and Viceroy of India, was currently Leader of the Opposition in 
the Lords; a local man by virtue of his seat at Bowood. Bath, a junior Minister in Balfour’s government, 
was Lord Lieutenant of Somerset and Chairman of Wiltshire County Council. 


332 Bristol University: Conception to Foundation 


It was a great shock and a sorrow to me to see the account of Gilmore Barnett’s 
sudden death. Bristol had no truer or better citizen.“ 
Hoping that you keep well. 
Iam, yours sincerely, 
J. Hereford. 
I’ve had a bronchitis attack but Iam nearly well again, for this task. 


[UBSC, DM 219, ser. 1 (holograph).] 
[491] March 1908. Ward to the Master of SMV (Charles Adams) 


Private and Confidential. 


Bosloe. 
March 1908. 
Dear Master, 

Now that the requirements of the Bristol University Committee are known, I 
venture to submit to you by letter some observations which, were I in Bristol, I 
should be able to express by word of mouth, and I hope that you will accept as my 
excuse for thus troubling you both the importance of the subject and the fact that 
of the two other members of the Society, appointed in 1897 to consider generally 
the relations of the Society’s College with other educational bodies in Bristol, Mr 
Proctor Baker is dead” and Mr G.H. Pope is on the Continent. 

I do not propose to examine Mr Fry’s letter of the 24th ult. [485] critically at the 
present time — it contains much matter which must necessarily form the subject of 
careful consideration in the future whatever the decision of the Society may be — I 
shall confine myself to an inquiry into the effect of its proposals, in the first place on 
education in Bristol, and in the second place on the status of the Society. 

Speaking generally the proposals contained in Mr Fry’s letter are that the Society 
should abandon its Secondary School, should make a present of the site, buildings 
and equipment of the College as a going concern to the University, should provide 
funds for the maintenance of the Faculty of Applied Science and Engineering, and 
should promote the formation of and provide funds for a new School of Technology 
under the academic and financial control of the University. 

Now leaving the financial liabilities which such a scheme involves for future 
discussion, I should like to ask whether it is clear that these proposals are for the benefit 
of education in Bristol? The following considerations make me hesitate to answer this 
question in the affirmative. I say nothing about the extinction of our Secondary School 
which both the Board of Education and the Town Council of Bristol have stated to 
be necessary, but will deal only with the wider question arising from these proposals, 
namely — is there any reason to suppose that the instruction of artisans and the future 
captains of industry in Technology and Applied Science, so as to afford them a 
practical training of immediate industrial and commercial value, will be so much more 
efficiently given under the academic control of the University as to justify our throwing 
the College into the melting pot of educational experiment? Mr Fry has quoted as 
precedents in support of his contention the provincial universities lately founded in 
Birmingham and Liverpool and Sheffield — it would be easy I think to show that the 


5 He died on 18 March. Napier Abbot likewise wrote ‘we lose a friend in him, and an excellent citizen’: 
UBSC, DM 219, ser. 1 (to Arrowsmith, 19 March). 
“6 He had died in the previous year. 
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circumstances in these cases differed very materially from those of Bristol — he does 
not quote the Universities of London and Manchester, which present features much 
more in common with the position of affairs in Bristol and do not support his view. 

University teaching is one thing and the teaching given by our College is another 
thing, and though no doubt part of our teaching is of university standard, the greater 
and, from the point of view of the Bristol artisan, the most useful part is not. The 
danger to education of merging institutions like our College in universities has been 
recognised by educationalists in England, America and Germany, and hence in 
German and American towns technical colleges are found existing side by side with 
universities, while in London and Manchester, although they form constituent parts 
of the universities they are autonomous and financially independent. 

‘The nightmare and bogey fear’ , fear of overlapping, as Mr Haldane calls it,**” used 
to be the favourite argument against our College till it was finally laid in 1901, when 
at the joint meeting of the representatives of the T.I.C., the U.C.B. and the M.V.T.C., 
the representatives of the U.C.B. admitted they had been mistaken in making a 
charge which had given rise to a long inquiry and protracted negotiations [378]. And 
now the University Committee itself by suggesting that the Society should promote 
the formation of a new School of Technology to carry on the work being done in 
the College has, it seems to me, furnished the strongest argument against its own 
proposal to extinguish the College. 

I pass now to the effect of these proposals on the status of the Society. 

The S.M.V. is an anachronism in this sense, that it is an institution which has 
survived its original purpose. Such institutions are at the present time regarded 
always with criticism, often, particularly when they hold property, with jealousy. To 
justify their existence it is advisable that they should undertake new public services, 
when their original duties have ceased, and prompted no doubt to a great extent by 
this consideration the late Mr Proctor Baker urged the Society to find in educational 
work a new field for its energy and enterprise.’ Now the proposals contained in 
Mr Fry’s letter would divorce the Society from educational work and responsibility, 
and would reduce it to the position of a mere financial contributor to the University, 
with a complimentary representation on the governing body but with no real control. 
So long as the Society maintains the College and is actually responsible for its 
management it has something concrete and tangible to which it can point as its work 
and justification, but if it gives up this work and sinks into being merely a subscriber, 
it will surrender its strongest line of defence. I do not for a moment think that the 
framers of these proposals were actuated by any hostile feelings towards the Society, 
but I cannot imagine any more insidious attack against the Society than the attempt 
to persuade it to give up its educational work and reputation. 

In conclusion, let me express the hope that the Society will offer the new University 
its most cordial co-operation and support, both financially and by undertaking the 
Faculty of Applied Science and Engineering, on the lines already indicated by your 
Committee. 

Yours very truly, 

W.W. Ward. 


[BRO, SMV/5/6/2/1 (printed). See McGrath, MVB, p. 499.] 


*7 Paraphrasing Haldane’s Colston Society speech of 5 Feb. 1902 (‘what a nightmare and bogey the fear 
of overlapping has been’) [387 (CD text)]. 
“8 Cf. McGrath, MVB, pp. 376 n. 101, 377. 
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[492] 9 April 1908. King to Fry 


[Merchant Venturers’ Training College,] Bristol. 
9th April, 1908. 
Dear Sir, 

My committee have now given very careful consideration to your letter of 24th 
February, 1908 [485], and beg to thank you for the very full information which it 
contains as regards the intended constitution of the University and the suggestions 
for the merger of the M.V.T. College in the University. 

I am instructed to reply that the committee are desirous of assisting in the 
formation of the proposed University, and of co-operating with it when formed, and 
that with this end in view they are prepared to consider any scheme which will allow 
the Society’s existing educational work to be carried on by the M.V.T. College as a 
constituent college of the University. 

My committee, however, cannot recommend for adoption by the Society, those 
parts of the proposals in your letter which involve either the complete merger of the 
M.V.T. College in the University or the transfer to the University of the Society’s 
property in Unity Street. 

Iam, dear Sir, yours truly, 

Percy L. King. 


[BRO, SMV/5/6/1/4 (printed; first line of of address cropped in copy seen).] 
[493] 10 April 1908. Fry to King 


10th April 1908. 
Dear Sir, 

I hasten to acknowledge the receipt of your letter of the 9th instant [492], which I 
laid before my Committee at their meeting today. 

We much regret that your Committee cannot recommend your Society to adopt the 
scheme we placed before them, and quite recognise their friendly attitude towards the 
formation of the University, and we shall hope when the charter has been obtained 
that some way may be found of determining the relations of your College to the 
University in a satisfactory manner. 

We are sending to the Corporation copies of my previous letter of the 24th February 
[485], and of your reply and of this letter, feeling sure that you will see no objection 
to our doing so. 

Iam, dear sir, yours truly, 

Lewis Fry. 


[BRO, SMV/5/6/2/3 (MS signed); see McGrath, MVB, pp. 499-500.] [> 497] 
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[494] 14 April 1908. Percival to Arrowsmith 


The Palace, Hereford. 
Ap’ 14.08. 
Dear Mr Arrowsmith, 

G.H. Leonard is holding a working men’s meeting on the evening of the 25th 
inst. at 6.30 p.m., and he tells me some of their leaders in Bristol are shy of the idea 
of a Bristol University or suspicious of it or for some reason or other opposed to it, 
and he asks me to attend the meeting, so I am going; and I should much like to have 
any hints or suggestions which might be useful — I can’t imagine why they are not 
heartily in favour of the movement. 

Yours sincerely 

J. Hereford. 


[UBSC, DM 219, ser. | (holograph).] [> 498] 
[495] 27 April 1908. Lloyd Morgan to Arrowsmith 


Clayton House, Clifton Park, Bristol. 
27th April ’08. 
My dear Arrowsmith. 

I much regret that I was away when the Merchant Venturers’ letter [492] was 
discussed. I should have urged that in reply we asked them what exactly they meant 
by constituent college and requested details as to the manner in which the scheme they 
proposed would be worked in practice. I do think our letter [485] will be interpreted 
by others than the Merchants as ‘banging the door in their face’. Meanwhile, the 
Bishop, I see, has been talking about their becoming a ‘constituent college in the 
University’ !! The whole matter is tied up in knots. 

Now in the University of Wales there are three ‘constituent colleges’ each 
financially independent but subject to the academic control of the University. If that’s 
what they mean, it’s the federal system which is generally condemned and for which 
there is no precedent in one city. I mean two constituent colleges in one provincial 
town. 

In London there [were deleted] are schools of the University, of which University 
College and King’s College were two among many. University College London 
has now been ‘incorporated in’ and merged wholly in the University, handing over 
everything to be under University control. King’s College is proposing to follow suit. 
In a sense therefore Univ. Coll. London is a constituent college of London University 
but without independent finance (though I believe there is a certain ‘nominal’ air 
about the handing over). 

What we suggested was that the M.V.T.C. should be merged in the University 
as Univ. Coll. London is merged; and that the Engineering work (the whole of it is 
implied) should be carried out in the Unity Street buildings as the property of the 
University. That the Merchants reject. They suggest that they should not merge in the 
University but become a ‘constituent college’. That surely requires further definition 
before we can accept it. As it is however we have rejected a proposal which we (or let 
me speak for myself! which I) do not understand. I don’t think that looks businesslike 
or thoroughly courteous. 
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The word recognition is so far as I know (but I have to look up the matter so far 
as Manchester is concerned) only employed in the case of London where certain 
teachers in schools of the University or other institutions are ‘recognised teachers’ 
of the University.” Now if the Merchants’ suggestion was that certain branches of 
work and certain teachers should be recognised by the University in view of students 
taking that work under those recognised teachers, proceeding to degrees in the 
University, that is a scheme I for one should be prepared to discuss on its merits. 
But I’m not clear that we can reopen the correspondence — tho’ if we could, without 
[it deleted] seeming to climb down, I should be ready to agree thereto. My belief in 
our solution as the best is as strong as ever; but I should be prepared to discuss an 
alternative scheme if I could get at its real meaning and purport. 

Yours sincerely, 

C. Lloyd Morgan. 


[UBSC, DM 219, ser. | (holograph).] 
[496] 27 April 1908. Report of the City Council’s University Committee 


To the Council of the City and County of Bristol. 
The report of the Committee appointed to consider the question of giving financial 
support to the proposed University for Bristol and the West of England. 

The Council will remember that at their meeting held on the 11th February last 
[477] a letter was read from the Right Honourable Lewis Fry to the Lord Mayor [470] 
stating that Mr Henry Overton Wills had promised £100,000 towards the endowment 
of a University for Bristol and the West of England provided a charter were granted 
within two years, and that thereupon your Committee were appointed to consider 
and report at an early date on the question of giving financial support to the proposed 
University. 

Your Committee have carefully considered the matter referred to them in the 
light of a joint report from Dr Cook and the Town Clerk on the Universities of 
Birmingham, Leeds, Liverpool, Manchester, and Sheffield, and the work which is 
being done in connection with such universities in those towns respectively, and 
they have come to the conclusion that the establishment of a University in Bristol of 
which advantage could be taken by all classes of the community would be of great 
benefit to the City, and they therefore recommend the Council to pass a resolution in 
favour of the proposal to establish a University for Bristol and the West of England, 
and agreeing to give financial assistance to such University in the event of a charter 
for its establishment being obtained, provided arrangements as to the constitution of 
the University satisfactory to the Council have been made. 

Accompanying this report are copies of the joint report above-mentioned and of 
resolutions with regard to the proposed University which have been passed by local 
boards and societies. 

Edward B. James, Chairman. 

The Council House, Bristol, 
27th April, 1908. 


[UBSC, DM 219, ser. 1 (printed).][> 500] 


° The University of London Act 1898 created a corps of accredited local teachers, irrespective of the 
institutions by which they were primarily employed: Ashby and Anderson, Haldane on Education, p. 34. 
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[497] 28 April 1908. Fry to King 


Bristol and the West of England University Committee. 
University College, Bristol. 
28th April, 1908. 
Dear Sir, 

Since writing to you on the 10th instant [493], I find that misapprehension exists 
as to the suggestion made in my letter of the 24th of February [485] (part IID relating 
to the future of your Society’s School of Technology in the event of its being brought 
into connection with the proposed University. 

Nothing was further from the intention of my Committee than to suggest the 
creation of a new School of Technology; their intention was rather that your existing 
School should be carried in on connection with the University under such conditions 
as to management and control as those mentioned in my letter. 

I regret that possibly the phraseology of my letter may have been open to 
misconstruction, and therefore write to assure your Committee that the desire of my 
Committee is that the work of your School of Technology shall be continued and 
extended at its Unity Street site without necessitating your building elsewhere. 

Iam, dear Sir, yours truly, 

Lewis Fry, Chairman of the University Committee. 


[BRO, SMV/5/6/2/1 (printed; facsimile signature).] 
[498] 3 May 1908. Percival to Arrowsmith 


address Lollards Tower, Lambeth S.E. 
May 3.08. 
Dear Mr Arrowsmith, 

I paid my visit to Bristol in Leonard’s interest [<4494], and I was much interested 
to see what good work he and some others of the younger teachers at the College 
are doing. They will, I feel sure, win the working men or a large section of them to 
sympathise with the College and the University movement. 

Men like Rowley and the earlier professors seem to have lost touch entirely with 
the working classes, though I well remember taking them down at a meeting of the 
Trades Council and working men and introducing them that they might work among 
them. 

I wonder if you are getting on with any preparation for the charter of the University; 
and when the King’s visit for the new docks is expected to come off. 

Yours sincerely, 

J. Hereford. 
P.S. For your next year’s dinner. 


[UBSC, DM 219, ser. 1 (holograph).] 
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[499] 4 May 1908. J.H. Howell to Arrowsmith 


Llewellins & James Ltd. Castle Green, Bristol, 
May 4th 1908. 
My dear Arrowsmith, 

I met with Geo. E. Davies after seeing you and shewed him Lewis’s Fry’s last note 
[497], and also the memorandum of reasons prepared for use by others. I did not leave 
either with him, but urged on him the absolute necessity for passing the resolution 
tomorrow unencumbered by any conditions as to referring back to the committee 
for further negotiations with the Merchant Venturers. He will vote all right, but his 
sympathies are largely with the S.M.V. as you know. 

Then I saw Frank Sheppard who wanted a good deal of coaching, as he had not 
followed the matter up — he will go with Curle and his colleagues, and we need not 
be afraid of him if Curle & Co. are all right.’ I had to explain to him and easily 
convinced him that the scheme was truly democratic in its aims and methods — as that 
was what he was most concerned about. 

E. Parsons was at a Docks Committee meeting but I hope to see him on my way 
home, and will report results at the end of this note.>”! 

Tomorrow morning I will look Pearson up,” and if I don’t see him before leaving 
for London at 12, I will ’phone you. 

I shall then have done all I can do to get it safely through tomorrow’s ordeal. 

Yours sincerely, 

J.H. Howell. 
7 p.m. 

I have had a very satisfactory interview with E. Parsons — who will do his best 
tomorrow to prevent discussion of details or negotiations and also to resist referring 
back to the committee. 

I have also written to J. Curle sending him a cheque for my share in the loss of 
the Sweated Industries Exhibition®’ and impressing on him the absolute necessity of 
getting the resolution carried. 


[UBSC, DM 219, ser. 1 (holograph).] 
[500] 5 May 1908. City Council proceedings 


The Right Honourable the Lord Mayor, Edward Burnet James, in the chair. 

[List of Aldermen and Councillors present, and other business.] 

Read the following report from the Committee appointed to consider the question 
of giving financial support to the proposed University for Bristol and the West of 
England, namely: 

[Rehearses report delivered 27 April (496), save for address, signature and date.] 

Dr Cook moved: ‘That the report be approved’. 

To which Alderman Dix moved as an amendment: ‘That all the words in the 2nd 


°°° John Curle and Frank Sheppard were among the first Labour members of the City Council, and 
respectively Secretary and President of the Trades Council: Large and Whitfield, Trades Council, pp. 9, 
ll. 

°°! Alderman Edward Parsons, promoter of the Avonmouth development: Neale, Port, ii, p. 265. 

°°? Alderman George Pearson. 

°°3 Held at the Queen’s Hall in May 1906, sponsored by the Daily News. 
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paragraph of the report after the word ‘England’ in the 9th line thereof be deleted.>™* 
And the question being put therein the amendment was lost. 
The question was then put on the original motion, and the same was carried. 


[BRO, M/BCC/BC/1/26, pp. 162-3 (printed). The precise wording of the resolution 
as carried appears within the civic petition of 29 July (541).] 


[501] 5 May 1908. City Council proceedings as reported in press 


Dr Cook introduced the report of the special committee appointed to consider on 
the question of financial assistance to the University scheme. Dr Cook and the Town 
Clerk have paid visits to Manchester, Leeds, Liverpool, Birmingham, and Sheffield, 
and the results of their enquiries have been communicated to members of the 
Council in a separate report on which had been based the document framed by the 
special committee, who expressed the opinion that the establishment of a University 
would be of advantage to the city, recommended the Council to pass a resolution 
in favour of the proposal to establish such University for the Bristol and West of 
England [sic], and agreeing to give financial assistance in the event of a charter for 
its establishment being obtained, provided arrangements as to the constitution of 
the University satisfactory to the Council have been made. In the course of an able 
speech Dr Cook showed that while England as a nation had taken a leading part so 
far as elementary education was concerned, higher education was for many years 
left to private munificence, and received practically no aid from the State or the 
municipality. 

The advantages which a university conferred on a community were clearly 
explained, and Dr Cook informed the Council that in the cities in which they had 
been established they had been regarded as a most important asset. He added that if 
Mr Birrell’s Bill was carried and Belfast provided with a university, Bristol would 
be the only city in the kingdom with over 350,000 [inhabitants] that would be without 
a university, and he believed he was right in saying there was no city in Europe of 
the size of Bristol that had not its university. He th ought no one in that House would 
venture to say that Bristol as an important centre for educational culture, and a city 
remarkable for its educational facilities, ought not to have its capstone in the shape 
of a university. With regard to the argument that the present might be an inopportune 
time for voting financial support to the scheme, Dr Cook stated that in all these towns 
which had been visited by the Town Clerk and himself the rates were higher than in 
Bristol, and the education rates very much higher, and he believed the Council in 
voting financial assistance would be making a good investment for the future. Hearty 
applause greeted Dr Cook on the conclusion of his speech. Alderman Barker, who 
seconded the adoption of the report, urged that support on the part of the Council 
was necessary to the obtaining of a charter, and expressed the hope that the Council 
would not hesitate to adopt the recommendation of the Committee. 

An amendment to delete the words promising financial assistance was moved by 
Alderman Dix. He thought the city was much indebted to Mr H.O. Wills for his 
generous gift, and hoped and believed the University would be established, but he 


°4 Thereby restricting the resolution to approval of the project in a general way, without any commitment 
to financial assistance. 

°° The Irish Universities Act 1908 (8 Edw. VII c. 38) established Queen’s University Belfast and the 
federal National University of Ireland. 


340 Bristol University: Conception to Foundation 


could not see his way to give a vote that would commit the city to supporting the 
University out of the rates. The amendment was seconded by Alderman Sir Robert 
Symes. Mr Pembery complimented Dr Cook on his able speech, but asked the House 
not to accept the proposition until there was reliable information as to the probable 
cost to the citizens. Alderman Elkins replied that the Council would be able to keep 
a free hand as to the amount of assistance to be voted from time to time, and spoke 
of the importance of the Council having a voice in the constitution of the University 
before allocating a definite sum. 

Mr Twiggs°’® placed before the House the important consideration that if the 
Council declined to agree to the principle of financial assistance there was grave 
danger that the University scheme would not be completed. Mr Edward Robinson 
spoke of the great impetus which the establishment of a University would give to 
scientific research in connection with local industries. Mr Whitefield*’’ expressed 
himself as unable to support the report until he had some definite information as to the 
facilities to be provided for the poor man’s children. Mr George Davies considered 
it to be the duty of the Council to promote everything which made for the highest 
interests of the city, and argued that the establishment of a University could not fail 
to have that result. 

Mr Langfield** felt confident that a University would add to the material progress 
of the city and fill up some of the void houses. Mr Burt believed the scheme would 
be beneficial to the workers as well as to other classes of citizens, and he emphasised 
the point that it had been definitely laid down by those in authority that the city must 
provide assistance before the charter could be granted. Mr Witty threw in his lot with 
the Committee and said that he did not think a halfpenny in the pound would press 
unduly upon the citizens, having regard to the advantages which a University would 
confer. He made it clear, however, that that was his personal view, and that he was 
not pledging the association with which he was associated. Ald. Levy asked for a 
statement that the maximum payment should not exceed a penny in the pound, but 
there was no response. On the amendment being put to the meeting, it was defeated 
by an overwhelming majority. Ald. Dix rose with the object of demanding a division, 
but he was not supported by the requisite number. The Town Clerk then put the 
report, and it was declared carried. 

Several members stated that they had not heard the resolution for the adoption 
of the report submitted, and Mr Twiggs argued, as a point of order, that it should 
not have been put while Ald. Dix was standing. The Lord Mayor was asked to have 
the resolution submitted, and Mr Thorne said that unless that course was adopted 
he should give notice to rescind. The Lord Mayor called on the next business, but 
afterwards yielded to a strong appeal to have the question again put, which was done, 
with the result that the vote in favour of the report was thoroughly decisive, and the 
objections of those who had called for the vote being again recorded appeared to 
have been satisfied. Only one voice responded when the vote against was called for. 


°° Henry William Twiggs, a Liberal Councillor who had been involved in the creation of the Local 
Education Authority: Neale, Port, i, p. 175; ii, pp. 279-81. 

°°7 William Whitefield, a Geordie who became the founding Secretary of the Bristol Miners’ Association: 
Large and Whitfield, Trades Council, p. 7; educated by his own enterprise, he remained unconvinced that 
the University would benefit Bristol’s masses [651]. 

8 Arthur Albert Levy-Langfield, son of Alderman Moss Levy (mentioned below): Neale, Port, i, p. 124; 
ii, p. 258. 
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The Council has therefore voted in favour of the principle of financial assistance 
to the University, provided the terms of the constitution are satisfactory, and in that 
connection it may be taken for granted that many of the points raised in yesterday’s 
discussion will receive consideration. The vote of the Council will facilitate the 
granting of the charter and will give encouragement to Mr J.W. Arrowsmith and those 
who have been working with him so zealously to secure a University for Bristol and 
the West of England. 


[Western Daily Press, 6 May 1908.] [> 540] 
[502] 5 May 1908. Fry to Arrowsmith 


Goldney House, Clifton Hill, Bristol. 
5 May 1908. 
Dear Mr Arrowsmith, 

Thank you <for> the ‘wire’ you sent me after the Council meeting. The result 
seems to be satisfactory beyond our expectation. I anticipated success but not that 
the proposal would be carried with ‘enthusiasm’ and practical unanimity. I remember 
that on the first occasion on which I saw the Lord Mayor and Town Clerk on this 
business, the latter said he supposed we would like to have the resolution carried 
unanimously. I thought he was ‘poking fun’ at us, but now the French proverb has 
once more come true, ‘L’imprévu a vive toujours’. I hope the ode will get into The 
Times and other London papers: can that be managed? I know not why it is but it 
often seems to me that Bristol affairs [generally deleted] are little noticed in the 
London papers compared with intelligence from other less important places. I have 
been sending a line to Dr Cook to congratulate him. 

Yours v. truly, 

Lewis Fry. 
Thanks for your letter just received which I will answer on Friday. [Deletion] Pardon 
this muddle. 


[UBSC, DM 219, ser. 1 (holograph).] 
[503] 5 May 1908. H.O. Wills to Arrowsmith 


Kelston Knoll, Weston, Bath. 
May 5/08. 
Dear Mr Arrowsmith, 
I thank you sincerely for your letter with its good news — and I think it most good 
of you once more to set my mind at rest, as regards this University matter. 
Now I hope there will be no hitch in any way and that the charter may soon be 
obtained and possibly brought down by the King in July! 
Again many thanks, and I am glad for your sake that everything has gone smoothly 
today. 
With kind regards. I am yours faithfully, 
H.O. Wills. 


[UBSC, DM 219, ser. 1 (holograph).] 
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[504] 6 May 1908. Arthur Robinson*”’ to Arrowsmith. 


The Mill Cottage, Lake, near Salisbury. 
6 May 1908. 
Dear Arrowsmith, 
Please forgive me for not answering your letter before. 
Iam not very keen on having a University for Bristol involving such a large outlay, 
so please not include my name on the list at present. 
Yours sincerely, 
Arthur Robinson. 


[UBSC, DM 219, ser. 1 (holograph).] 
[505] 6 May 1908. Birrell to Arrowsmith 


Irish Office, Old Queen St. S.W. 
May 6. 1908. 
My dear Arrowsmith, 
Glorious news! I’m afraid Friday and Saturday are the only free days or rather nights 
I have whilst Parliament is sitting. I might be able to manage another evening but 
couldn’t be certain about it — Friday would be the 29th. But other people more important 
than I am are to be considered so don’t put my convenience first or even second. 
Yours, 
A. Birrell. 


[UBSC, DM 219, ser. | (holograph).] 
[506] 6 May 1908. Local Executive Committee minutes 


[After other business] The question of presenting an address to His Majesty the King 
on the occasion of his visit to Bristol in July was discussed and it was resolved: 

That <Mr Arrowsmith and> the Principal be requested to enquire of the Lord 
Mayor, through the Town Clerk, whether such an address might be submited 
should circumstances permit of it; and that a draft of the address be prepared for 
consideration. 


[UBSC, DM 506/56, p. 247 (MS).] [> 510] 
[507] 13 May 1908. Percival to Arrowsmith 


Lollards Tower, Lambeth, S.E. 
May 13 1908. 

Dear Mr Arrowsmith, 
I see it announced that the King is to visit Bristol to open docks in the early part of 
July. How about the University charter? I assume that it cannot possibly be ready, so 
that the royal visit will have nothing <directly> to do with the University movement; 


°° Partner with his brother Edward in the printing and packaging company E.S. & A. Robinson Ltd; 
Edward, a City Councillor, had supported the University in the debate [501]. 
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but I should like to hear — Ought I as President of University College to arrange to be 
present on the occasion? 
Yours sincerely, 
J. Hereford. 
P.S. University fund. Would it seem shabby or tend to lower other people’s 
subscriptions if I put myself down for £100? It is as much as I can afford. J.H. 


[UBSC, DM 219, ser. 1 (holograph).] 
[508] 16 May 1908. Pope to King 


Oxford. 
16 May 1908. 
My dear Percy, 

I was very glad to get your letter and to find that you had been able to forward 
matters so well. 

I think the time has come to put our views before the public as widely as possible, 
both in the newspapers and by sending copies to the members of various bodies 
and other people of importance, including our MPs, and persons in the adjoining 
counties. 

The matter became public when Fry’s Committee sent copies of our correspondence 
to the Town Council [493]; and even if this had not been done, this Committee and 
the U.C.B. have been expounding their views to the world at large for a considerable 
time. 

We have certainly kept silence for as long as is prudent. 

You will, no doubt, send a proof of the memorandum to Ward, as he may have final 
touches to put to it°® 

Iam very sorry that you can’t shake off your cold. 1am much in the same condition 
myself — the weather being so changeable and often so wintry. I hope Mrs King is 
well. 

Yours very truly, 

George H. Pope. 


[BRO, SMV/5/6/2/3 (holograph).] 
[509] 18 May 1908. The Lord Mayor to the Master of the Merchant Venturers 


The Council House, Bristol. 
18th May 1908. 
Dear Sir, 

The Committee appointed to consider the question of giving financial support to 
the proposed University for Bristol and the West of England held a meeting on Friday 
last [15th], when incidentally the relative positions of the University College and the 
Merchant Venturers Technical School in regard to the proposed University came into 
discussion, and it was apparent that there were considerable misapprehensions as to 


°° The Society of Merchant Venturers and the proposed University of Bristol and the West of England: 
McGrath, MVB, p. 500 & n. 16. 
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the meaning and effect of the correspondence which has recently passed between 
the two bodies. In these circumstances may I as Lord Mayor venture to suggest 
that representatives of the two bodies should meet in conference with the view of 
attempting to overcome the difficulties which at present appear to exist between 
them, and I can only say that I should be pleased to assist to the utmost of my power 
in helping forward such a conference if my services would be acceptable. 

It appears evident to me that the welding together of your two institutions into 
one, to be known as the Bristol University, would tend both to the development of 
education and the furtherance of our City’s interest in the future. 

Moreover I feel sure that my Committee before they report further to the Council 
will want to be satisfied that everything has been done to bring the two institutions 
together or, if that prove impossible, that the future working of them will be carried 
on in such a way that the Council will not be making unnecessary or duplicate grants 
to either institution in respect of work carried on by the other of them. 

Iam sure that you will excuse my approaching you in the matter, but my desire for 
the welfare of the City of Bristol must be my excuse. 

I am, dear Sir, yours faithfully, 

Edw. B. James, Lord Mayor. 


Minuted at head: By hand. Recd 11.45 A.M. 21st May 08. 


[BRO, SMV/5/6/2/3 (signed typescript with MS minute); see McGrath, MVB, p. 
501.] 


[510] 20 May 1908. Council minutes 


[From the report of the Local Executive Committee] 4. Your Committee understanding 
that the Agricultural Committee of the Somerset County Council are prepared to 
grant a sum not exceeding £200 towards the expenses of conducting a research on 
Cheddar cheese making beg to recommend that the members of the Committee of 
Economic Biology be authorised to make such research as they are competent to 
undertake, and that after a period of say three months, in the event of the prospects 
of a successful result warranting it, steps be taken to appoint a suitable person to 
prosecute the research, such person to be remunerated and all necessary expenses of 
the investigation to be defrayed from the funds voted for the purposes of the research 
by the Somerset County Council. 

The above has been endorsed by the Senate. 

[Other business.] 

14. Your Committee is pleased to report that the University College Colston 
Society has given the sum of £550 to the funds of the College, and that the Board of 
Agriculture has made a grant of £50 to the College to enable the Lecturer in Botany 
to carry on his investigations on the effect of elecricity on plants. 

[Other Council business.] 

Resolved: 

That a sub committee, consisting of the Chairman, the Bishop of Bristol, the Rev. 
A.A. David* and the Principal be appointed to prepare an address to His Majesty 


°°! ‘Head Master of Clifton since 1905, and appointed to the UCB Council the following year; Head Master 
of Rugby 1909-21, Bishop of St Edmundsbury and Ipswich 1921 then Liverpool from 1923-44: ODNB. 
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the King on behalf of the College and to arrange for presentation of the same on 9th 
July. 


[UBSC, DM 506/59, pp. 203, 205 (MS). ] 


The draft address was amended and approved by the Local Executive Committee 
on 3 June, and the text was forwarded to the Town Clerk for approval ‘in the proper 
quarter’: UBSC, DM 506/56, p. 256. [> 529] 


[511] 21 May 1908. Sir John Dorington*” to the Master of the SMV 


30 Queen Anne’s Gate, St James’s Park. S.W. 
21 May. 
My dear Sir, 

I am in receipt of your statement re the constitution of the University of Bristol, 
and I, and I fancy also the County Council of Gloucestershire, would very much 
prefer the scheme of ‘co operation of two or more colleges’ to an amalgamation 
of colleges destroying ‘their own independent existence’, thus creating an entirely 
different organisation. Scheme number one is in my opinion much more workable, 
and in the future would be more effective in promoting the life and activity of the 
University. 

Faithfully yours, 

John E. Dorington. 


[BRO, SMV/5/6/2/7 (holograph).] 
[512] 22 May 1908. The Lord Mayor to King 


The Council House, Bristol. 
22nd May 1908. 
Dear Sir, 

I have to thank you for your letter of yesterday’s date. 

Having regard to the great importance of the subject, I as Lord Mayor ventured to 
suggest a meeting, but as your Society are unable to fall in with my suggestion I do 
not see for the moment that I can do anything more in the matter. 

Yours faithfully, 

Edwd B. James, Lord Mayor. 


[BRO, SMV/5/6/2/3 (signed typescript).] 


This brought the Society back into play, and on 28 May the Town Clerk told them 
that a room at the Council House had been reserved for a meeting on 4 June between 
the two sub-committees, which the Lord Mayor would chair if possible. 


°° Created Baronet 1886; Conservative MP for Tewkesbury from that year, and Deputy Lieutenant of 
Gloucestershire. 
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[513] 4 June 1908. The Bishop of Bristol’s minutes of meeting between UCB 
and SMV representatives (extract). 


[Concluding] It was agreed that the question of the financial position alike of the 
University and of the Merchants College, and of the financial relations between the 
two, should form the subject of discussion at a meeting to be held of three members 
of the University Committee and three members of the Merchant Venturers Society 
with the Bishop of Bristol as chairman, making a body of seven persons., 

A suggestion was made that it would be convenient if Principals of University 
College and the Merchants College were in attendance in some adjoining room. 

Friday June 12 at 12.15 at the Merchants Hall was agreed upon as the time and 
place of meeting. 


[BRO, SMV/5/6/2/3 (typescript with MS corrections and additions; the above extract 
wholly in MS).] 


[514] 5 June 1908. Fry to Arrowsmith 


Goldney House, Clifton Hill, Bristol. 
5 June 1908. 
Dear Mr Arrowsmith 
I feel that we are making a mistake in not giving the Bp. of Hereford any official 
connexion with the new U. He was practically founder of U.C.B. which is to grow 
into the U. and he has worked at the movement for 30 or 40 years and done more 
than any other man to push it forward. Tho’ I reluctantly assented to be a Pro. Ch. 
this afternoon I feel that I ought not to take the place if Percival is thus passed over. I 
have not yet written to Hobhouse and will delay doing so till this question is further 
considered. I have sent a word to Abbot. Lord Winterstoke has infinitely less [charm 
deleted] claim than P°® 
Yours v. truly, 
Lewis Fry. 


[UBSC, DM 219, ser. 1 (holograph).] 
[515] 5 June 1908. Ward to King 


Bosloe near Falmouth. 
5. June 1908. 
Dear Percy, 

You will have heard from G.H.P. and probably from C.B.H.™ that the meeting 
yesterday [513] went off very well. The Bishop was the spokesman for the University 
Committee and was most conciliatory both in spirit and in language. Lewis Fry was in 
the same mood. Old Napier did not say much and evidently is not pleased but I don’t 
see how he can now go back though we may have difficulty in details with him. That 
the property of the [School deleted] College should remain in the Society and that the 


°° Percival, Fry, Hobhouse and Winterstoke were together appointed Pro-Chancellors of the University. 
° G.H. Pope and C.B. Hare, the latter admitted to the Society 1870: Worthies, i. p. 110; McGrath, MVB, 
p. 555; Neale, Port, i, pp. 99-100 (Hare). 
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[Society deleted] <M.V.T.C.> should be autonomous and financially independent, 
and that we should take the fees and our proportion of grants for University work — 
all these points were allowed. 

C.B.H. was of the greatest use and concluded our case admirably, with tact and 
ability as we all knew he would, and in the financial details to be arranged his 
experience and knowledge will be invaluable. 

It is a pity that the University Committee did not originally approach the Society 
in a less aggressive manner. However we let bygones be bygones and said nothing to 
humiliate them. 

Yours sincerely, 

W.W. Ward. 


[BRO, SMV/5/6/2/3 (holograph).] 
[516] 6 June 1908. The Bishop of Bristol to Pope 


The Palace, Bristol. 
6 June 1908. 
Dear Mr Pope, 

I have suggested a number of expansions and excisions. But I have not shewn 
your paper to any one, and I have not authority to say that even if my suggestions 
are carried out the paper will be completely accepted as representing what the U. 
Com. understand to have been the pith of the meeting. Would it, do you think, be 
advisable to have it read <next Friday> as a sort of minute of our proceedings, with 
the arrangement that if its reading appears to lead to serious debate we should pass at 
once to the financial discussion for which we have met. 

Yours sincerely, 

G.F. Bristol. 
Over. 

I have dictated to my typist the paper with the suggestions interpolated and I 

propose to let Mr Fry see it as it [would deleted] <will> then stand. [> 521] 


[BRO, SMV/5/6/2/1 (holograph). Typescript minutes with MS corrections follow in 
file.] 


[517] 10 June 1908. Ward to King 


Bosloe near Falmouth. 
10. June 1908. 
Dear Percy, 

I go to Box tomorrow to my brother and I shall be at the Hall by 10 o’clock on 
Friday morning [/2th] when I hope we may have a meeting of our committee and 
Wertheimer. 

The Bishop’s written statement of what took place at the Council House is 
unsatisfactory and quite contradictory to Pope’s and my recollection. I have written 
to the Bishop a full and confidential letter in which I have said I see no prospect 
of an agreement being arrived at unless our main points were safeguarded to our 
satisfaction. These main points are: 
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1. Financial independence of the S.M.V. 

2. The status of the M.V.T.C. as an integral part of the University. 

3. A reasonable co-ordination. 

Perhaps you will show if you can the Bishop’s suggested minutes and the letter to 
C.B.H. and T. Davey. 

I also told the Bishop I thought our first business in Friday must be to settle 
these main points as until this is done there is no use in discussing financial 
details. 

Yours sincerely, 

W.W. Ward. 


[BRO, SMV/5/6/2/3 (holograph).] 
[518] 11 June 1908. Pope to King 


Oxford. 
11 June 1908. 
My dear Percy, 

Ihave booked Monday the 22nd instant for a visit to Howard Thomas’s studio 
time and place of our meeting to be fixed by you. I should think Noble would come, 
as he will be here on that day. 

I heard from Ward this morning saying that he was going to his brother’s at Box 
today and intending to go on to Bristol tomorrow by the train due there at 9.35, and 
to reach the Hall about 10 [517]. 

He would like to see Wertheimer there and also, if possible, C.B.H. and Davey, so 
as to arrange proceedings before the Bishop’s party arrive. 

I cannot get to you before 12.15, but, as I find from correspondence that Ward’s 
views and mine exactly coincide, this will not matter. I dare say Smith will have the 
figures about grants &c. ready. 

No wonder you were surprised to hear about the Bishop’s views. All on our 
side are agreed that the first thing to be done tomorrow must be to settle in writing 
precisely what was agreed last Thursday. When we know this, we shall be able to 
judge whether, or not, further discussion will be of any use. 

If it were not speaking evil of dignities, I should say that the Bishop’s proposals 
were impudent. 

He would wish us to spend largely in helping the University in finance while 
getting absolutely nothing in return. 

As I understand S.M.V.’s instructions, we are bound to insist: 

1. That our ‘University classes’ shall become an integral part of the University and 
form the Faculty of Technology. 

2. That we shall have complete financial independence. 

3. That we shall complete autonomy, except as regards the Faculty of Technology, 
which will, of course, be subject to the University of which it will be part. 

I don’t know that we have any definite instructions as regards co-ordination of 
work, but, if we have the Faculty of Technology, it is only common sense that, in 


566 


%6° CB. Hare and T.R. Davey, the latter was Warden 1901-2: McGrath, MVB, pp. 557, 568. 
°° No contemporary photographer or artist of this name has been found; the editor is grateful to the 
Victorian Image Collection for investigating. 


Section VII: Petitioning 349 


Lewis Fry’s words, ‘the work of this Faculty should be, so far as space permits, 
conducted in the Society’s building at Unity St.’ 

I suppose also that this is of importance to us from the point of view of finance, for 
any other arrangement would mean that we should spend very nearly as much but get 
not much more than half the return in the shape of fees and grants, and consequently 
be largely out of pocket. This is a matter on which Wertheimer can throw light. 

Very likely dear old J.M. is no longer quite up to the mark, but I believe Robertson 
is fully so, and probably Watson,” and no doubt we should have to take over Ferrier. 

I am afraid that, if we are to protect S.M.V.’s pocket properly, we must insist on 
this co-ordination. In itself it is not a thing which I like at all, for it may, I think, be 
compared to the tied house system without any of that system’s advantages. 

The curious part of the affair is that U.C.B. have for years strongly urged it, and 
have now gone so promptly right about face. Clearly they are afraid of free trade, 
though they are Radicals. They are paying us a compliment, though it is one which 
would be too expensive for us to accept. 

Yours very truly, 

George H. Pope. 


[BRO, SMV/5/6/2/3 (holograph); see McGrath, MVB, p. 502.] 
[519] 15 June 1908. Ward to Pope 


Bosloe near Falmouth. 
15. June 1908 
My dear Pope, 

Thank you for yours of yesterday’s date with all of which I quite agree. 

Could you see C.B.H. in Bristol before the meeting and tell him our views and ask 
him to make a statement at the beginning of the next meeting? Or if you and he think 
it better will you write a letter to the Bishop as chairman to inform him of our view. 

So far as I am concerned I do not see my way to go on drifting any longer. It is 
now 18 months that our proposals have been before the University Committee and 
we do not yet know whether they are accepted or declined in principle or whether the 
University representatives have power to accept or decline the principle or even to 
settle details. 

It seems to me that the present committee is simply a committee for delay and 
manoeuvres, and not for business, and I see no use in their discussions — into which 
we have been led by false pretences. 

Please show this letter to C.B.H. if you think fit. 

Yours very truly, 

W.W. Ward. 
[Immaterial postscript omitted.] 


[BRO, SMV/5/6/1/4 (holograph); marked (2) in pencil.] 


°°? MVTC staff who transferred to the University: John Munro as Professor of Mechanical Engineering 
and Mining, David Robertson as Professor of Electrical Engineering, and F.R.B. Watson, who became 
the Engineering Faculty’s first Senior Lecturer in 1941: Severn, Faculty of Engineering, pp. 37,38, 62. 
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[520] 15 June 1908. Fry to the Bishop of Bristol 


The University of Bristol. 
Goldney House, Clifton. 
15th June, 1908. 
My dear Lord Bishop, 

My colleagues and I have reason to think that if the incidental arrangements 
can be satisfactorily adjusted, our University Committee will gladly accept an 
undertaking by the Society of Merchant Venturers to provide the whole Department 
of Engineering, exclusive of Mathematics, Physics, Chemistry and Geology, as an 
integral part of the work of the University, and will welcome such a solution of the 
difficulty of ‘overlapping’. 

If, however, it is contemplated that such a provision shall be limited to house- 
room and equipment, and not include an annual pecuniary contribution of substantial 
amount, as at Manchester, it is obvious that the heavy current expenditure for teaching 
and management must needs be defrayed in part by the fees, but in part also from the 
grants of public money receivable by the University from its endowment. 

In the case thus supposed we submit that it would not be reasonable that the 
Society of Merchant Venturers should claim to reserve to itself either ‘full financial 
independence’ or ‘full autonomy’, if by that word is mean exclusive management 
and the right to dissolve the partnership and terminate the alliance, practically at the 
will of either party. 

We venture, therefore, to express the opinion that a point has now been reached 
at which our conference may address itself usefully to these two considerations, so 
as to ascertain the probabilities of the financial situation, and (subject thereto) the 
conditions of autonomy, on which the Society insists. 

We feel sure that it will be evident to all that the University, in framing its 
constitution must take care lest, in the attempt to escape ‘overlapping’ it incurs the 
dangers attendant upon unlimited ‘dual control’. 

It seems to us desirable that, as chairman of our conference, you should be in 
possession of our views at this stage of the negotiations, and in order to save trouble, 
and afford time for consideration, we are sending prints of this letter to the Society, 
in view of our meeting on Thursday next. 

I am, my dear Lord Bishop, yours very truly, 

Lewis Fry. 


[BRO, SMV/5/6/2/1 (printed; facsimile signature).] 
[521] 16 June 1908. Pope to Fry 


Oxford. 
16 June 1908. 
Dear Mr Fry, 

I have just received a copy of a letter dated yesterday and signed by you [520]; 
and I should like to make a few observations in reply, premising that I have had no 
opportunity of consulting any colleagues, and have no specific authority to speak for 
anyone but myself. 

I welcome your return to the use of the pen, for the desultory conversations between 
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the negotiators, without a list of agenda, or resolutions, or minutes, or anything else 
definite on paper, have tended only to confusion and misunderstanding. 

At the same time, so much has already been written, which seems to have been 
misunderstood, that I almost despair of making myself intelligible now. 

You say that ‘the University, in framing its constitution, must take care lest, in the 
attempt to escape overlapping, it incurs the dangers attendant upon unlimited dual 
control’. 

In this view we shall heartily concur; but: 

(1) What did the Bishop of Bristol mean by saying several times over ‘the 
University will not put out of gear any part of its present work’? 

The University does not as yet exist, nor does its work, and the only meaning we 
could attach to the Bishop’s words was that the University College would not give up 
any part of its present work, including its Engineering classes, especially as he said 
also that, according to his information, there was room in Bristol for two sets of such 
classes. 

I fail to see what else the Bishop could possibly have meant, and, if he did mean 
this, he flatly refused to “escape overlapping’. And: 

(2) As regards ‘unlimited dual control’, I am afraid you have not done us the 
favour of reading our printed proposals, in which it is stated that ‘the Society’s 
scheme hands over all the University work of its College to academic control and 
retains under its educational control only that part of its work which is admitted to be 
outside the scope of the University’. 

If this is not the absolute negation of ‘unlimited dual control’, I do not know what 
the meaning of this term is. 

Our scheme has now been before you for 18 months, and the Treasurer’s letter 
to you on the 11th Decr. 1906 [442], which originally outlined it, expressly stated 
that the Faculty, which the Society offered to undertake, would be “subject to the 
University in regard to curriculum and other matters of an academic nature’. 

I am surprised that, in view of the very clear language to the contrary, which has 
been used consistently from beginning to ends of our correspondence on this subject, 
your letter should now suggest that by ‘full autonomy’ may be meant ‘exclusive 
management’. 

In speaking of ‘full autonomy’ you refer, I suppose, to these words used in a 
memorandum which I sent to the Bishop on the 5th instant and which contained a list 
of the points which I imagined to have received the assent of your side at our meeting 
on the previous day [<4 516]. 

But my complete expression was that the Society should retain ‘full autonomy, 
except as regards the University classes of its College, i.e. those classes attended by 
matriculated students preparing for degrees, which classes would be subject to the 
University’s academic control’. 

This was a very recent assertion that full autonomy did not mean exclusive 
management. 

Perhaps we have not fully explained what we meant by offering to ‘undertake’ a 
Faculty. 

It was this: that, if our University classes were admitted to be the Faculty of 
Technology (or the like) as an integral part of the University, and if all the work 
of that Faculty were carried on in them, so far as or space allowed, we should treat 
the Faculty just as we treat these classes now (except as regards management) not 


352 Bristol University: Conception to Foundation 


only providing for it house room and equipment, but also paying all outgoings, 
partly out of fees, partly out of grants of public money, partly out of our own private 
resources. There has never been any suggestion that we should ask for help from 
the University’s endowment, and the only reference to the “public money received 
by the University’, was made by myself at our first meeting. I said that, if the grants 
of public money, which our university classes now receive, were taken away from 
them solely in consequence of their having become part of the University, and were 
thenceforth paid direct to the University as part of a single contribution to its funds, 
the University ought to hand over to us a sum equal to that which we should have 
received in given year in respect of these classes, if they had not become part of the 
University. 

Unless my ears deceived me, this claim was admitted to be fair. 

To speak of ‘the right to dissolve the partnership practically at the will of either 
party’ is to imply something not quite the same as what the Society intended. 

It was felt that the University’s academic control involved the power of criticising 
the sufficiency of apparatus &c. provided for the Society’s Faculty, and that 
conceivably, though not probably, the University authorities might, at some time or 
other, call for a much larger outlay than the Society’s purse could afford. 

To meet this contingency, it was proposed that, in such a case, the matter should 
be referred to the Visitor of the University, and that, if he agreed with the demand of 
the authorities, the Society should be allowed, and, if need were, compelled to give 
the Faculty up. 

Yours very truly, 

(signed) George H. Pope. 


[BRO, SMV/5/6/2/1 (typescript copy).] 
[522] 16 June 1908. Pope to C.B. Hare 


Oxford. 
16 June 1908. 
My dear Hare, 

A few days ago Ward asked me to write to H.N. Abbot (who had made certain 
enquiries) on the lines of the enclosed P.S. which I have marked (1.) I did so yesterday 
and sent Ward a copy. 

Before he received this, he wrote me the enclosed letter marked (2.) which he 
wishes shewn to you [519]. I think that my letter to Abbot really said all that he 
suggests should be written to the Bishop, but if you will make a statement at the 
beginning of the meeting on Thursday, so much the better, 

This morning I received a copy of a letter from Lewis Fry, of which a copy has 
doubtless been sent to you too [520]. I thought it needed immediate contradiction 
on some points, and have therefore sent him a letter of which I enclose a typed copy 
[522]. 

I wrote hurriedly and no doubt faultily, but I think I expressed Ward’s views, and 
I hope also those of yourself and the Society at large. 

I see that a meeting has been advertised of the Governors of U.C.B. to be held 
on the 24th instant, to approve a draft charter [527], and this seems to confirm the 
view, which Ward and I have formed independently, that the Bishop has simply 


Section VII: Petitioning 353 


been fooling us, in order to gain time to get a charter without our help. 
Yours very truly, 
George H. Pope. 


[BRO, SMV/5/6/1/4 (holograph); enclosed P.S. marked (1) to same effect as 519.] 
[523] 16 June 1908. Ward to Hare 


Bosloe near Falmouth 
16. June 1908. 
My dear Hare, 

I do not feel very satisfied with the manner in which the conferences with the 
University representatives are going. 

You will remember that before we entered into these conferences we made 
our position perfectly clear to the Lord Mayor and asked him to explain it to the 
University representatives; that at the meeting in the Council House the Bishop 
practically accepted our proposals in principle and went so far as to ask what further 
room for difference there could be; that the representatives of the University sat by 
and allowed him to say this without demur, Napier Abbot only saying that he should 
like some figures so as to see what would be a fair proportion of the grant. 

Now all this is completely changed. The Bishop sings a different tune altogether 
now that he is in the chair and preaches us a sermon at opening; the University 
representatives decline to state whether they accept or decline the principle of the 
Society’s proposals, and go into all sorts of details and ask for information on the 
private affairs of the Society. 

My own impression is that the meaning of all this is that the University people 
don’t want either to accept or decline our offer. They do not mean business at all; 
they want to cause delay while they get on with the charter and put us in the wrong 
if they can with Bristol. 

I think at the opening of the next meeting we ought to make our position clear <and 
say> that before we go further we want some definite statement that the University 
representatives accept the principle of our proposals vizt. that the M.V.T.C. shall 
be included as an integral part of the University and shall undertake the Faculty of 
Technology as shall be defined, retaining its financial independence and autonomy 
subject to University control as shall be defined with mutual powers of dissolving the 
comnection on terms to be arranged. 

If they again refuse to state whether they accept the principle or not then I think 
we should say we must consider our position as these discursive and irresponsible 
conversations do not lead to anything. 

I hope you will make this statement at the opening in the [most] forcible way as 
which you can [sic]. We are dealing with clever people and it is pretty clear they 
want to exclude us from the University but are afraid of saying so because of the 
Corporation. 

Yours very truly, 

W.W. Ward. 
[Immaterial postscript omitted .] 


[BRO, SMV/5/6/1/4 (holograph).] 
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[524] 22 June 1908. Abbot to Pope 


Shannon Court, Bristol. 
22 June 1908. 
Dear George, 

I reply to yours of 21st, as I understand the position, and Williams who is our 
Solicitor confirms me, it is that the draft charter has to be presented as a draft to the 
Clerk of the Council Mr FitzRoy; and when with him, takes its final shape in which 
it gets laid before Parliament for 30 days;*® so that, before it so reaches the table of 
the House of Commons, there is no difficulty in effecting alterations. 

What we are hurrying up so is the gazetting of our petition before the King’s visit. 

Yours very truly, 

(signed) H.N. Abbot. 


[BRO, SMV/5/6/2/8 (holograph).] 
[525] 23 June 1908. Pope to Abbot 


Oxford. 
23rd June 1908. 
My dear Napier, 

Thanks for your letter of yesterday’s date [524]. Thinking it might simplify and 
perhaps advance matters, Ward and I have been through the draft charter and statutes 
and suggested alterations in consonance with the agreement which seems now to 
have a good chance of being concluded between us. 

There is a meeting at U.C.B. to-morrow, I understand, to approve the draft [527], 
and if these alterations were then submitted, the views of that College might be 
definitely ascertained, as well as those of your Committee. 

If we are to join you at all, we might help you by joining in your petition; if not, 
the sooner we know it, the less time will be wasted. 

Yours very truly, 

(signed) George H. Pope. 


[BRO, SMV/5/6/2/8 (typescript copy).] 
[526] 24 June 1908. Abbot to Pope 


Shannon Court, Bristol. 
24 June 1908. 
My dear George, 

I have your letter [525], and return your draft charter, having made copy of the 
suggestions and indicated in pencil how far they are acceptable. 

I am glad you have thus written to me, instead of more formally to Mr Fry, because 
it enables me to intimate to you without offending any sensibilities what we on our 
side are prepared for, and what we are not prepared for. 

We are not prepared to petition for the charter jointly with S.M.V., in fact we 
cannot, our draft is already in the hands of the P.C. authorities for preliminary 


°°’ The procedure was regulated by the College Charter Act of 1871: 34 & 35 Vict. c. 63. 
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approval and will be sealed Friday. We should of course be pleased if your Society 
petitions also, in support, and as indicated by the insertion of ‘by’ in pencil on your 
draft charter, page 1. 

Again, we are not prepared to alter the mode of electing the Provice Chancellor 
[sic], and will not consent to nominate Professor Wertheimer to that office. [> 546] 

In other respects you will see my pencil marks practically adopt your suggestions, 
except as to scheduling the agreement yet to be made. 

Yours very truly, 

(signed) H.N. Abbot. 


[BRO, SMV/5/6/2/8 (typescript copy).] [> 528] 
[527] 24 June 1908. General meeting of UCB Governors 


[After recital of summons] On the motion of the Chairman, seconded by Mr Philip J. 
Worsley, it was unanimously resolved: 

That the draft charter for establishing a University for Bristol laid before the 
meeting be approved. 

That the Council of University College be authorised to affix the seal of the College 
to, and to present to His Majesty in Council, any petition necessary for the purpose 
of obtaining a grant of a charter for establishing a University for Bristol with and 
subject to all such modifications, alterations and amendments as may be desirable or 
necessary, and: 

That the Council be authorised to take all other steps necessary for the purpose of 
obtaining such grant. 


[UBSC, DM 506/59, p. 211 (MS).] [> 529] 
[528] 25 June 1908. Pope to Abbot 


Oxford. 
25th June 1908. 
Dear Napier, 

Thanks for returning me the draft charter and statutes, with remarks [526]. 

I much prefer writing to you to writing to the U.C.’s official correspondent 
(whoever he may really be) both for the reason you mention and also because I can 
understand what you write. 

As the agreement (if any) that we come to is not to be scheduled, how do you 
propose to make it conclusive and binding? The sooner discussions come to an end 
the better. 

I don’t think S.M.V. likely to send in a petition in support of yours until we have 
arrived at a definite arrangement. They have decided to help you on reasonable terms, 
but cannot move in this direction of help until the terms are settled. 

Yours very truly, 

(signed) George H. Pope. 


[BRO, SMV/5/6/2/8 (typescript copy).] 
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[529] 26 June 1908. Local Executive Committee, minutes of special meeting 


[Presence.] 

Resolved: 

That in accordance with the authorisation of the governors of the College [527] 
the seal of the College be now affixed to the petition praying His Majesty the King in 
Council to grant a charter incorporating a University in Bristol [530]. 

That the seal of the College be also affixed to the address to be presented to Their 
Majesties the King and Queen on the occasion of their visit to Bristol on July 9th 
[532]. 

[signed] Lewis Fry 7/10/08. 


[UBSC, DM 506/56, p. 261 (MS).] 
[530] 26 June 1908. Petition of the University College to the King in Council 


University College, Bristol. 
To THE KING’S MOST EXCELLENT MAJESTY IN COUNCIL. 
The humble petition of University College, Bristol, under its 
Common Seal, sheweth: 

1. That University College Bristol was incorporated in the year 1876 under the 
Companies’ Acts 1862 and 1867 by Memorandum and Articles of Association to 
found establish endow maintain and conduct in or near the City of Bristol a College 
or Colleges to promote the education of persons of both sexes and the study and 
advancement of Science Literature and the Fine Arts under the management 
of Governors and a Council appointed by or in pursuance of the said Articles of 
Association. 

2. At the same time there also existed in the City of Bristol an institution known 
as the Medical School which by an agreement dated the 24th day of July 1876 
scheduled to and adopted by the said Articles of Association was affiliated with the 
said College [46]. And the said Medical School has since by a subsequent agreement 
dated the 12th day of April 1893 [258] ceased to have a separate existence and has 
become incorporated with the said University College and forms part thereof. 

3. Since its foundation the College has made great progress and is now recognised 
as a centre for study and instruction of a university standard not only for Bristol but 
also for the surrounding districts. 

4. Provision has been made for teaching in the main subjects usually comprised 
in the Faculties of Arts and Science in other universities including Classics English 
Literature History Modern and Oriental Languages Economics Education Psychology 
Logic Mathematics Physics Chemistry Engineering Physiology Botany Zoology and 
Geology. There are 10 professors and 29 readers lecturers and demonstrators in these 
subjects. 

5. The Medical School has also been organised as a part of the College and has 
8 professors 1 reader 33 lecturers and demonstrators who give instruction in all the 
subjects required for a complete curriculum in preparation for degrees and other 
qualifications in Medicine and Surgery. The Bristol Royal Infirmary and the Bristol 
General Hospital afford excellent opportunities for sound clinical teaching. 

6. There are now 390 registered day students of the College in Arts and Science 
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and 100 in Medicine. The above numbers are exclusive of 254 evening students and 
also of those attending occasional courses. Ten of the students are already graduates 
of other universities and are doing more advanced work. There is every reason to 
believe that if a University were established in Bristol the additional interest created 
facilities afforded and prestige conferred thereby would lead to a substantial increase 
in these numbers. 

7. The present endowment of the College is £57,316 of which £50,343 represents 
the value of its site buildings and equipment and £6,973 invested capital. The income 
last year was £13,860 of which £5,809 was from students’ fees £4,000 from the 
annual Treasury grant for University Colleges £750 from a special Treasury grant 
for books and apparatus £1,726 from subscriptions and £1,575 from other general 
sources. 

8. There has been a strong and growing feeling for some time in Bristol and 
the surrounding districts that it would be of great advantage to the inhabitants if a 
University were established in the City and with a view to providing the financial 
support which would be required for developing and adding to the teaching 
equipment of the College in such a way as to meet the requirements of an independent 
University donations amounting to £172,000 have been already received or promised 
including a sum of £100,000 promised by Henry Overton Wills Esquire of Kelston 
Knoll Weston near Bath. 

9. A committee of representative character has been formed in Bristol for the 
purpose of raising further funds for the endowment and equipment of the proposed 
University and if Your Majesty should see fit to grant a charter it is anticipated that 
further sums will be contributed and that the public support given to higher education 
in the City and throughout the West of England will be very greatly increased. 

10. The City Council of Bristol at its meeting on the 27th day of April 1908 passed 
without a division the following resolution [496]: 

“That this Council views with favour the proposal to establish a University for 
Bristol and the West of England and recommends the Council to give financial 
assistance to such University in the event of a charter for its establishment being 
obtained. Provided that arrangements satisfactory to this Council as to the constitution 
of the University have been made.’ 

11. The following other public bodies have passed resolutions in support of an 
application for a charter for a University for Bristol: 

Bristol Chamber of Commerce. Bristol Royal Infirmary. Bristol General Hospital. 
Bristol Medico-Chirurgical Society. Bristol and District Pharmaceutical Association. 
Bath and Bristol Branch of the British Medical Association. Bristol Incorporated Law 
Society. Bristol Association of Engineers. Bristol Society of Architects. Bristol and 
District Teachers’ Association. Bristol Academy of Fine Arts. Bristol Scientific Club. 
Bristol Naturalists’ Society. Bristol Education Society. Bristol Branch of the English 
Association. Bristol Branch of the Geographical Association. Bristol Branch of the 
Historical Association. Bristol Y.M.C.A. Microscopical Society. Local Committee 
of the Bristol Day Training Colleges. The Western College, Bristol. Bristol Baptist 
College. Bristol Grammar School. Redland High School for Girls. Bristol Sunday 
Society. St John Ambulance Brigade (Bristol Branch). United Kingdom Commercial 
Travellers’ Association (Bristol Branch). Bristol Timber Importers’ Association. 
Bristol and District Grocers’ and Provision Dealers’ Association. Bath City Council. 
Gloucestershire County Council. General Education Committee of the Wilts Council 
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Council. University of Liverpool. University of Birmingham. Victoria University 
of Manchester. Council of the University of Sheffield. Senate of the University 
of Sheffield. University of Leeds. Master and Fellows of Balliol College, Oxford. 
Clifton Improvement Association. Bristol West Conservative Association. 

12. Being convinced that it is essential to the future progress and development of 
University College that a University should be established in Bristol the Governors 
of the College at a meeting held on the 24th day of June 1908 [527] unanimously 
resolved that steps should be taken to present a petition on behalf of University College 
to Your Majesty in Council praying for the grant of a charter for the establishment 
and incorporation of a University. 

13. If it should please Your Majesty graciously to grant a charter incorporating a 
University in Bristol it is proposed to petition Parliament to pass an Act to dissolve 
the College and to transfer its staff property and endowments to the University and 
to confer upon it such powers rights and privileges as to Your Majesty in Parliament 
may seem right. 

14. Your petitioners humbly submit: 

(a) That it is essential to the further growth and development of the work carried 
on by University College Bristol and to the interests of higher education in the City 
of Bristol and the surrounding districts that there should be a University having its 
seat in Bristol with powers corresponding to those already granted in the cases of 
Manchester Birmingham Liverpool Leeds and Sheffield. 

(b) That having regard to the large and increasing population of the City of Bristol 
and its neighbourhood its important industries and its great and growing educational 
needs particularly in view of the development of higher and secondary education the 
training of teachers and the encouragement of research the creation of a University 
in Bristol is urgently called for in order to enable the inhabitants of the City and 
its neighbourhood to obtain such educational advantages as have resulted from the 
establishment of universities in the large commercial cities in Europe and America. 

15. Your petitioners have prepared and annex hereto the draft of the charter for a 
University for Bristol such as they desire to obtain. 

Your petitioners therefore humbly pray that Your Majesty in Council will be 
graciously pleased to take their petition into favourable consideration and that Your 
Majesty will be graciously pleased to grant a charter incorporating a University in 
Bristol in the form of the draft charter annexed hereto or in such other form as to Your 
Majesty in Council may seem fit. 

And your petitioners will ever pray, etc. 


The 
Seal of 
University 
College, 

Bristol 


in pursuance of a resolution of the Council of the College 


The Common Seal of University College Bristol was 
hereunto affixed this 26th day of June 1908. | 


Lewis Fry, Chairman of Council. 
J.W. Arrowsmith, Member of Council. 
T.W. Williams, Solicitor. 


[UBSC, DM 615 (printed); letter of enclosure from Dyson & Co to the Clerk of the 
Privy Council | July: PRO, PC 8/672, file 100,763.] 
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[531] 6 July 1908. Abbot to Pope 


Shannon Court, Bristol. 
6th July, 1908. 
My dear George, 

Ihave your letter of the 3rd inst. 

I remind you that before it was left to Wertheimer and me to draw up a minute not 
only were the notes for it first framed by the whole meeting; but, after that, his copy 
and mine were carefully read over, made to agree and then exchanged, he receiving 
my copy and I his. I therefore neither think your copy helps, nor that it justifies 
Wertheimer’s statement in his letter to me dated 26th June that you agreed with him 
it was clearly understood that the Society was only to keep a separate account in a 
particular (and as I now begin to fear improbable) event. Of course I accept that such 
was your understanding and Ward’s; but it ought not to have been put higher than 
that, for it raises the imputation that our side is departing from what was ‘clearly 
understood’. 

This, however, is only a personal matter. The business points at issue between 
us certainly seem clear enough, and centre round what you conveniently term the 
indemnity clause. 

You require, in this connection, that if a public body ceases to grant your Society 
money for purposes of secondary education, and pays to the University (whether 
simultaneously or later, I presume) money for University purposes, that the University 
shall pass over to the Society the amount that had used to be given for secondary 
education — or, in other words, to defeat the object of the grantor. 

The more we consider it, the more impossible it seems even provisionally to commit 
the University (we could not anyhow do so absolutely) to such an understanding. 
The thing cannot be done; so, if unfortunately it should happen that the Society by 
helping the University injures secondary education, there seems no remedy. 

As regards, however, passing over to the Society from the University money 
granted for work of a university character undertaken by the Society it is quite 
different. That of course can be paid over to you; not only whatever you show to have 
been your original quota, but also whatever may be a fair addition to that quota, by 
reason of your undertaking the whole of the Faculty of Engineering, and providing 
for the double set of students, and relieving the rest of the University from this 
department of its work. 

It is not, however, the passing over of this money that raises the present difficulty; 
but the fact that its expenditure, when <it is> so passed over, will in our opinion 
entail on the recipient the duty of rendering a properly audited account of the cost of 
running the Faculty, such cost to include a proper proportion of the general charges 
incurred by the Society in its threefold work (engineering, technology and secondary 
education), but no rent or interest on apparatus. 

From this position it seems to my committee impossible to recede, nor can we 
rightly commit the University to any other. 

You will notice I have not asked why the Society objects to render an account; 
though at the same time I am far from admitting the plea that the lines on which it 
would need to be kept would be either very difficult or very complicated. 

Yours very truly, 

H.N. Abbot. 
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[BRO, SMV/5/6/2/1 (signed typescript); letters referred to from Pope (3 July) and 
Wertheimer (26 June) in same file.] 


[532] 9 July 1908. Address to the King and Queen 


To His Most Excellent Majesty The King, and to Her Majesty The Queen. May it 
please Your Majesties. We, the members of the Council and Senate of University 
College, Bristol, humbly desire to offer to Your Majesties a most loyal welcome. The 
ancient and loyal city of Bristol has always been zealous in the cause of education. 
One of its earliest records concerns Prince Henry, afterwards King Henry II, who, 
for four years was entrusted by Robert Earl of Gloucester to one Matthew of Bristol 
to be instructed in letters and all noble conduct.*” In medieval times the church was 
the chief guardian of educational interests; but in the 16th, 17th and 18th centuries 
rich laymen endowed schools in Bristol in which the sons of poorer citizens were 
taught. Amongst these benefactors the names of Robert and Nicholas Thorne,*” John 
Carr,” John Whitson and Edward Colston are honourably remembered; and in the 
last century, Hannah More and Mary Carpenter were distinguished as pioneers in 
special fields of work. 

In recent years the educational system of Bristol has been largely extended and 
strengthened. The old foundations continue their work as is seen in the Grammar 
School, Queen Elizabeth’s Hospital, the Red Maids’ School and Colston’s Hospital; 
elementary education has been organised; Clifton College received from Your 
Majesty’s gracious mother, Queen Victoria, the royal charter giving it a place among 
public schools; high schools for girls have been established; the Merchant Venturers’ 
Technical College has done valuable work, and Bristol University College, which 
was founded in 1876, and comprises a Faculty of Arts and Science and a Faculty of 
Medicine with which a Medical School of long standing and high repute has been 
incorporated, has for upwards of 30 years brought the opportunity of education and 
training of a university character within the reach of large numbers of the citizens. 

We humbly trust that Your Majesty will record with satisfaction the provision 
that has been made in our city for education in its various grades, and will look with 
favour on our hope that our educational system will be completed and crowned by 
the establishment of a University in Bristol, similar to those founded in recent years 
in other important cities of the realm. 

The public spirit and generosity lately shown by a member of a well-known 
Bristol family in promising the sum of £100,000 towards the endowment of Bristol 
University leads us to anticipate that with the help of other liberal benefactors our 
city may shortly be in a position to crave of Your Majesty the grant of a royal charter 
for the incorporation of this University and we hope that when the time arrives 
Your Majesty will take the prayer of your ancient and loyal city of Bristol into Your 
Majesty’s gracious consideration. 


[UBSC, DM 302 (modern typescript from report on Western Daily Press of 9 July, 
where explained that the Address was embellished with watercolours by F.G. Lewin, 
portraits of the Thornes, Whitson and Colston, and bound by Arrowsmiths in blue 


° ‘litteris ... et moribus honestis’: The Historical Works of Gervase of Canterbury, ed. W. Stubbs (Rolls 
Ser. 1879-80), i, p. 125. 

>” Rounders of the Grammar School. 

°”| Rounder of Queen Elizabeth’s Hospital. 
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leather and silk with rich gilt tooling, and that it was signed by Percival, Fry and 
Lloyd Morgan, and presented by Fry in the President’s absence. Percival’s name 
also appears first (as Chairman of the Council) on the Address from Clifton College 
presented on the same occasion: CCFE, pp. 342-3. The Merchant Venturers also 
presented an address: BRO, SMV/2/1/1/29, pp. 310-14.] 


[533] 9 July 1908. The King’s reply to the Loyal Address 


[Royal Arms] 

It gives the Queen and myself great pleasure to receive your address from the 
University College, Bristol, and I am much interested in the account you have given 
me of the progress of education in the city. 

The roll of names quoted by you is a reminder that your citizens showed culture 
and zeal for learning in times when education was far more difficult of attainment 
than it is now. 

It is now recognised by the great municipalities and other education authorities of 
my Kingdom that it is their duty to provide facilities for the acquirement of special 
knowledge, so that young men may be enabled to obtain efficient equipment, both 
literary and technical, without travelling to distant universities to obtain it. 

The generous emulation of rival cities in this respect is necessarily beneficial, 
for every addition to the practical efficiency and culture of a community, and every 
stimulus thereby supplied to others, are gains to the whole nation. 

I will take care that your petition for the grant of a charter for the incorporation of 
a University in Bristol is referred to a committee of my Privy Council who will give 
it careful and sympathetic consideration and then submit to me their advice. 


[UBSC, DM 401 (typescript original, all upper case).] 
[534] 15 July 1908. Pope to Abbot 


Merchants’ Hall, Bristol. 
15th July 1908. 
Dear Napier, 

Mr Erith,” as you wished, has given me a description of his interview with you 
and Mr Williams yesterday, and I am not surprised to hear that you could not explain 
to him how to keep an accurate separate account of any one part of our College only. 
The feat is impossible, and neither Mr Ryland*” nor anyone else could accomplish it. 

At the same time, an inaccurate account would be worse than useless, for it would 
be deceptive. 

The whole situation was considered to-day at a meeting here, and, in view of the 
points on which we do not agree and of the many others which have not yet been 
discussed at all, it was felt that the only hope of harmonious working with you in 
the future lay in the thrashing out of all these points thoroughly and having them 
determined finally by the charter. 


5” George Erith, the Society’s second Clerk; Chief Clerk from 1914 until his death in 1926: McGrath, 
MVB, pp. 267 n. 105, 453. 

* Charles Julius Ryland, head of a prominent local accounting firm, and benefactor of Colston’s Girls’ 
School: S. Read, ‘Further information on the Ryland family’, BQ, 36/4 (Oct. 1995), pp. 202-3. I am 
indebted to Mr M. Brearley for this reference. 
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S.M.V. will therefore petition for the grant of a charter, but will indicate at the 
same time some of those points which the charter ought to decide. 
Yours very truly, 
(signed) George H. Pope. 


[BRO, SMV/5/6/2/8 (typescript copy).] 
[535] 16 July 1908. Abbot to Pope 


Shannon Court, Bristol. 
16 July, 1908. 
Dear George, 

I don’t admit that our talk with Mr Erith was as convincing as to the impossibility 
of a separate account, as he seems to have reported to you. 

When I told him it had been agreed that establishment or general charges should be 
(and therefore could be) apportioned, he said that their apportionment had presented 
to his mind the chief stumbling-block; and I thought him to agree that, assuming 
these to be apportionable, the apportionment of the other expenditure was at least 
equally, if not more, practicable. 

In the course of our talk it is true that unforeseen difficulties revealed themselves, 
such as your probable methods of employing the Professors of the Faculty of 
Engineering in your other departments, and the questions fees and their co-ordination 
might give rise to, all of which indicated as you say much still to be thrashed out 
between us. 

Whether however the mode in which your Society now proposes to get such points 
solved is the right one, vizt. by petitioning and indicating to the Privy Council the 
points that the charter ought to decide, remains to be seen. 

Personally Ican’thelp thinking that first of all we must come to a clear understanding 
that your Society is prepared to undertake work of a distinctly university quality in 
the Faculty of Engineering, and to keep it quite separate from your other work — if 
you do this, the accounts can be kept separate too; and if you don’t, the Faculty will 
get as much ‘mixed up’ as your present system of accounts. 

Yours very truly, 

(signed) H.N. Abbot. 


[BRO, SMV/5/6/2/8 (typescript copy).] 
[536] 17 July 1908. FitzRoy to Pope 


The Clerk of the Council, 
Privy Council Office, London. S.W. 
17th July, 1908. 
Sir, 

Referring to your letter of the 15th instant stating that the Society of Merchant 
Venturers of Bristol has, in connexion with its Technical College, resolved to 
petition the King in Council in favour of the establishment of a University in Bristol, 
I am directed by the Lords of the Council to request that the Society will, when 
presenting the petition, forward draft clauses designed to give effect to its prayer 
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which might be prepared in consultation with the promoters of the University. 
Iam, Sir, your obedient servant, 
A.W. FitzRoy. 


[BRO, SMV/5/6/2/1 (signed typescript; addressed to the Secretary, Merchants’ Hall 
(meaning of the MVTC).] [> 544] 


[537] 18 July 1908. Pope to Abbot 


Oxford. 
18 July 1908. 
Dear Napier, 

You will remember that the question of apportioning general charges among the 
various parts of our College arose out of your proposal that we should consider 
whether an annual sum should be fixed as S.M.V.’s contribution towards the support 
of a Faculty of Engineering. 

We agreed to consider this suggestion but not necessarily to accept it, or any of its 
consequences, such as the apportionment question. 

We did consider it, as requested, and, while doing so, the difficulty which has been 
explained to you, and for which no solution has been found, presented itself. It is easy 
enough to segregate the fees received from matriculated students, but to ascertain 
correctly the varying proportions of the numerous general charges that should be 
debited to these students — as a formal account, stated for the Faculty alone, would 
require — is impossible. 

Your ‘should be, and therefore could be’ does not help much, and we cannot 
advise S.M.V. to adopt a suggestion which would pledge it apparently to perform the 
impossible. 

The Gordian Knot could be cut, in the way you point out, by our keeping the 
work of the Faculty quite separate from our other work, instead of allowing the 
Faculty to share the equipment and general expenditure of the whole College; but 
this would involve a huge waste of money which we at any rate shall not make, 
and which, I suppose, the endowment of the University would hardly justify its 
making. 

Our present system has worked perfectly well, I believe, for fifty years and more, 
and there seems no reason why it should ever do otherwise. 

As regards our work in the Faculty, our offer, of course, includes its continuing to 
be of university quality. 

Yours very truly, 

(signed) George H. Pope. 


[BRO, SMV/5/6/2/8 (typescript copy).] 


[538] 25 July 1908. Abbot to Pope 
Shannon Court, Bristol. 
25th July, 1908. 
Dear George, 
Perhaps it is better just to put on record what passed between us on the 22nd in 
reference to your letter of the 18th instant [537], vizt. that I said as S.M.V. was now 
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petitioning the Privy Council, I thought it unnecessary to continue our correspondence 
— tho’, if I did, I should take exception to some points in that letter, 
Your very truly, 
(signed) H.N. Abbot. 


[BRO, SMV/5/6/2/8 (typescript copy).] 
[539] 26 July 1908. Pope to Abbot 


60, Banbury Road, Oxford, 
26th July 1908. 
Dear Napier, 

Thanks for your note of yesterday [538], formally bringing our correspondence to 
an end. 

I quite agree with you — for, if U.C.B. gets a charter, as it wishes, before all 
matters between it and S.M.V. are definitely settled, negotiations (if there be 
any more) will have to begin afresh with an entirely different body, and perhaps 
different individuals, and time previously spent on them will have been to a great 
extent wasted. 

Yours very truly, 

(signed) George H. Pope. 


[BRO, SMV/5/6/2/8 (typescript copy).] 
[540] 28 July 1908. City Council proceedings 


Dr Cook moved: 

“That a petition under the City seal be presented to the Privy Council, in support 
of the petition to the King’s Most Excellent Majesty in Council, praying for a charter 
for a University for Bristol and the West of England’ [530]. 

To which Alderman Curle moved as an amendment: 

‘That inasmuch as the resolution of the Council relative to the establishment 
of a University, passed at the meeting on the 5th May last [500], stated that 
financial support would be given, provided the constitution of the University was 
satisfactory to the Council, the consideration of the petition be deferred to the 
next meeting, and that a copy of the draft charter be supplied to members of the 
Council’. 

And the question being put thereon the amendment was lost. 

The question was then put on the original motion, when the same was carried. 

And it was resolved: ‘That the following petition be presented to the King in 
Council in support of the petitions for a charter for the City of Bristol and the West 
of England, namely: 

[Text of petition.] 


[BRO, BC/BCC/BC/1/26, p. 212 (printed); followed (pp. 212-14) by text as next.] 
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[541] 29 July 1908. Petition of the City and County of Bristol 


In the Privy Council. 

To the King’s Most Excellent Majesty in Council. 

The humble petition of the Lord Mayor Aldermen and Burgesses of the City of 
Bristol under their corporate common seal, sheweth as follows: 

1. The City of Bristol has a population of over 375,000 and is situated on the banks 
of the River Avon on the borders of the counties of Gloucestershire and Somerset, in 
an unrivalled position as the capital of the West of England, and has around it within 
a radius of 50 miles a population of nearly 3,000,000. The following figures will 
show the growth of the city during recent years, viz. 

1871 = —- 182,552 
1881 - 206,874 
1891 = —- 221,578 
1901 — 329,086°" 

2. Petitions have been presented to Your Majesty in Council, praying Your Majesty 
to be graciously pleased to grant a charter incorporating a University for Bristol 
and the West of England, with power to enter into an agreement with the Society of 
Merchant Venturers as to the provision and use of buildings and equipment for the 
use of any department or otherwise for promoting the objects of the University, and 
more particularly for the provision by the said Society of the Faculty of Engineering 
in the University. 

3. At a meeting of the Council of the City and Council of Bristol, held on the 5th 
day of May, 1908 [500], the following resolution was passed unanimously: 

‘That the Council do hereby approve of the proposal to establish a University 
for Bristol and the West of England, and to undertake to give financial assistance to 
such University in the event of charter for its establishment being obtained, provided 
arrangements as to the constitution of the University satisfactory to the Council have 
been made’. 

4. Your petitioners have recognized the excellent work which is being done 
by the University College of Bristol, the Society of Merchant Venturers, and 
other institutions in the city in the interests of higher education by making 
contributions from the local rates in aid of this important work amounting to £5,389 
to institutions not under the control of the City Council and to a further sum of £5,111 
to secondary and higher education in institutions under the City Council, the total 
amount which was granted by the Council for the year ended 31st March, 1908, 
being £10,500. 

5. Your petitioners are desirous of still further showing their appreciation of the 
efforts which are being made to promote the interests of higher education in the 
district, as they are convinced that the City of Bristol is now, on account of its ever 
increasing population, its wealth and its great interest in the education of the masses 
of the people, urgently in need of a university with university powers similar to 
those already granted by Your Majesty to the Colleges of Birmingham, Liverpool, 
Manchester, Sheffield and Leeds, and in order to mark their sense of the importance 
of this matter to the city, the Council at a meeting held on 28th July, 1908, passed the 
following resolution: [as in 540]. 


°4 The last huge increase was largely the result of boundary extension under the 1897 Bristol Corporation 
Act (60 & 61 Vict. c. 230): Large, MGB, pp. 36-9. 
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6. Your petitioners humbly submit to Your Majesty the position of Bristol, situated 
as it is in the centre of a large district comprising amongst others the counties of 
Gloucester, Somerset, Devon, Cornwall, Wiltshire, Dorsetshire and Herefordshire, 
in which extensive commercial manufactories and institutions of a scientific, 
philosophic and religious nature and which occupy a prominent place in the history 
of the country, are carried on, affords unparalleled scope for the promotion of higher 
education amongst all classes of the community, a large number of whom require and 
are desirous of obtaining university education but who are, owing to the inadequate 
facilities, unable to obtain it, and that if it please Your Majesty to graciously grant a 
charter, it would greatly stimulate the development of the institutions connected with 
higher education within the city, and that it would be of great national as well as local 
benefit and assistance. 

7. Your petitioners having, under the Education Act of 1902,°” become the 
Local Education Authority responsible for the proper provision of elementary and 
secondary education within the city in all their branches, and for the training of its 
teachers, desire humbly to submit to Your Majesty that the establishment in Bristol 
of a University of which advantage could be taken by all classes of the community 
and capable of teaching, examining and conferring its own degrees upon its own 
students, would bring higher education into closer contact with the commercial 
and professional life of the city and the surrounding district, and would very 
materially assist your petitioners in their efforts to equip the children of the city 
and surrounding district for the battle of life by providing courses of instruction 
from the elementary school to the University for every child able to take advantage 
of them. 

8. Your petitioners further submit that the establishment of an institution with 
the status of a University would be the means of largely increasing the interest of 
the public in University education, which your petitioners desire to foster by every 
means in their power, and of stimulating research by providing another centre at 
which it could be carried on in a district in which the higher forms of education are 
very inadequately provided for. 

Your petitioners therefore most humbly pray that Your Majesty in Council will be 
graciously pleased to favourably consider the prayer of the aforesaid petitions for the 
establishment of a University for Bristol and the West of England. 

And your petitioners will ever pray etc. 


[PRO, PC 8/672, file 100,936 (original instrument engrossed on vellum and sealed 
with City Seal); filed with covering letter from Town Clerk to Clerk of the Privy 
Council, same date.] 


[542] [30 July x 1 August] 1908. Lewis Fry to the Lord Mayor 


Proposed University for Bristol 
My Lord, 

In the short discussion which took place in the Council Chamber on Tuesday 
last [540] on the resolution that the Council should present a petition to the King in 
favour of the establishment of an University in Bristol, some doubts were expressed 
as to whether the draft charter which has been laid before the Privy Council is 


°° 2 Edw. VII c. 42 (Balfour Act). 


Section VII: Petitioning 367 


calculated to carry out the aims and desires of the general body of citizens. My 
Committee is anxious to dispel these doubts and to make it clear that the promoters 
of the University are most anxious that every citizen of Bristol should have all 
possible facilities for obtaining the highest education and opportunity for research 
that the means of the University will permit; it is with these objects in view that 
the friends of the movement have been working for years past, for which generous 
subscriptions have been made and promised, and for which the Governors of 
University College are willing to give their land, buildings and endowments to 
the new University — this would be of no avail unless the Corporation gives its 
sympathy and report. 

The charter referred to has been drafted by the Committee appointed at a public 
meeting held at the offices of the Chamber of Commerce on the [blank] last — it 
is either by or by instigation of this body that a petition has been presented to His 
Majesty and the necessary steps taken to obtain a charter. 

A glance at the constitution of the Governing Body of the University as suggested 
in the draft charter will show that it is formed on what is probably a wider and more 
democratic basis than that of any University in the Kingdom; it should be borne 
in mind, too, that the charter referred to is a draft and a draft only, and can and 
will be altered, if necessary, to meet the wishes of the Corporation. In drafting the 
charter care has been taken to insert clauses which enable the University to recognise 
teaching of the proper quality in any institution, whether an integral part of the 
University or not, so that students taught by recognised teachers may obtain degrees 
from the University, and it is quite immaterial whether candidates for degrees are day 
or evening students; indeed every encouragement will be given to evening students, 
and if the resources of the University will permit, it is the desire of my Committee 
and those with whom we have been associated that not only should there be evening 
classes in the University but that series of lectures should be given at various parts 
of the city so that some of the advantages of an University should be afforded to 
those who might be unable to enter for regular courses of study at the University or 
elsewhere. 

The citizens of Bristol may be assured that if the University has the means not only 
will studentships be established but also bursarships which will enable a boy to enter 
the University and will maintain him wholly or in part during his career there. 

The Corporation, in making any grant of funds to the University, will be justified 
in requiring that a reasonable proportion of such grant should be allocated to the 
establishment of studentships and bursarships, and it is the sincere hope and belief of 
the Committee that such a course will be adopted and such a grant given that it will 
be possible for every Bristol boy of sufficient attainments to obtain a degree at the 
University of Bristol at little or no expense to his parents. Provisions relating to the 
number of studentships and bursarships cannot be dealt with in the charter but when 
grants are made there would be no difficulty whatever in an agreement being made 
[corrected to come by this then also deleted] as to these, and my Committee would 
welcome the opportunity of coming to such an agreement. 

If the Corporation wish to have copies of the charter and will let me know how 
many are required I will see that they are forwarded to the Town Clerk as soon as 
possible; we should be glad to meet any gentlemen the Town Council may depute to 
consider all or any provisions of the charter. 

I have the honour to remain, Your Lordship’s obedient servant, 
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[blank]. 
To the Right Honourable the Lord Mayor of Bristol. 


P.S.I propose sending copies of this letter to the local papers to-day. 
[UBSC, DM 219, ser. 1 (copy of typescript draft).] 
[543] [July/August 1908] Draft statement [by Ward] 


That the Society of Merchant Venturers, having no knowledge whatever of the 
constitution intended to be proposed for a University of Bristol, nor of any suggestions 
in relation thereto intended to be made to them by the University Committee, feel 
themselves unable as yet to resume negotiations to any good purpose; but that if, as a 
preliminary to a meeting, the University Committee will favour them with a copy of 
the draft of the charter for which it is proposed to ask, or of the instructions intended 
to be given for preparinng such a draft, together with any further information that 
the University Committee may think useful, they will give the whole subject very 
careful consideration. 


[BRO, SMV/5/6/1/5 (holograph).] 
[544] 1 August 1908. Pope to FitzRoy 


DRAFT. Merchants’ Hall, Bristol. 
1st August, 1908. 
Sir, 

I have to thank you for informing me by telegram that the last day for receiving 
petitions concerning the proposed University for Bristol is Friday, the 7th instant. 

The Merchant Venturers have now prepared their petition, and it will be duly 
presented. 

I regret to have to say, however, that we have not been able to agree with the 
supporters of the local University College, who are promoting the University, as to 
draft clauses designed to give effect to our prayer, in accordance with the suggestion 
contained in your letter of the 17th July (no. 100850) [536]. 

Although our views have been before these gentlemen for eighteen months, and 
negotiations have recently taken place which led us to hope that an agreement might 
be reached on the lines of our proposals, we have not yet obtained any definite 
assurance to this effect; and pending these negotiations the promoters sent in their 
petition. 

Not only is there no actual agreement between us on any point, but there are also 
many points which have not yet been discussed at all; and the Merchant Venturers 
feel that, if they are to take part in the University, all matters at issue ought to be 
settled before the charter is granted, so that friction and discussion hereafter may be 
avoided. 

Iam, Sir, your obedient servant, 

(signed) George H. Pope. 


[BRO, SMV/5/6/2/8 (typescript copy).] 
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[545] 5 August 1908. Petition of Citizens of Bristol to the King in Council®” 


University of Bristol. 
To THE KING’S MOST EXCELLENT MAJESTY IN COUNCIL. 
The humble petition of the undersigned Citizens of the City of Bristol, sheweth: 

1. A petition has been presented to Your Majesty in Council by University College 
Bristol [530] praying Your Majesty to be graciously pleased to grant a charter 
incorporating a University in Bristol with such powers and provisions and subject to 
such conditions as are usually inserted in charters which it has pleased Your Majesty 
to grant in the case of institutions of a similar character to the said University College 
Bristol. 

2. Bristol the chief city of the West of England has a population of approximately 
360,000 persons and is the natural home for a University to provide for the educational 
needs of the six Western counties whose population is nearly three millions. As a 
seaport the City is in close touch with Your Majesty’s Colonial Dependencies and 
with many foreign countries a connection that it is hoped and believed will be 
increased very largely by means of the new dock which Your Majesty was graciously 
pleased to open on the 9th ultimo. 

3. There are in the City and its immediate neighbourhood many and important 
works for the production of an unusual variety of manufactured articles tobacco 
chocolate soap chemical products leather corrugated iron engineering and other 
material besides flour and other mills breweries and various concerns which greatly 
need persons who have completed their training in a modern university to direct or 
assist in the direction of their multifarious departments. 

4. The Western counties also of which Bristol is the centre form a great agricultural 
and fruit growing district to meet whose needs the establishment of a chair of 
Agriculture is urgently required. 

The Governing Body of University College Bristol has shown its desire to 
undertake this work of the formation of a Department of Economic Biology for the 
purpose of rendering assistance to those engaged in agriculture and kindred pursuits 
by carrying out experiments and investigations and by making suggestions for 
improvements and preventive and remedial measures when necessary. 

5. In addition to numerous private schools which owing no doubt to the unrivalled 
advantages and attractions of Bristol for residential purposes have been very 
successful the City possesses many educational institutions such as Clifton College 
the Grammar School (founded in 1532) the Baptist College (founded in 1679) the 
Western (Congregational) College the Cathedral School the Merchant Venturers’ 
Technical College Queen Elizabeth’s Hospital Colston’s School for Boys Clifton 
High School for Girls Redland High School for Girls and Colston Girls’ School. 
Numbers of students from these and other educational institutions in the immediate 
neighbourhood of Bristol would your petitioners feel confident eagerly take advantage 
of the opportunities afforded by the establishment of a University in their midst. 

6. Day Training Colleges for men and women have been established some years 
since in connection with University College in accordance with the regulations of 
the Board of Education for the training of teachers. These Colleges have been very 


°° Letter of enclosure from Dyson & Co., Solicitors, of 9 Great George Street, Westminster, to the Clerk 
of the Privy Council, 7 August; with minute by FitzRoy (same date) that the petition was ‘influentually 
signed’: PRO, PC 8/672, file 101,990. 
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successful as is shown by the contributions made by the Education Committees of 
the Councils of adjoining counties for the purchase and equipment of a hostel for the 
accommodation of students. It is intended that these institutions shall be incorporated 
in the University should Your Majesty be graciously pleased to grant the charter 
prayed for and in these circumstances the number of students would it is believed 
be largely increased and their status be raised to the great advantage of primary and 
secondary education throughout the counties of which this City is centre. 

7. Bristol has long enjoyed a high reputation for the skill and knowledge of its 
medical and surgical practitioners. There are exceptional opportunities for clinical 
instruction in the City not only for the general practitioner but also for the specialist 
and the Medical School which is part of University College has flourished accordingly. 

8. Your petitioners would humbly represent to Your Majesty that the erection 
of a University in Bristol is the more urgently needed to meet the demands of the 
neighbourhood because not only is there no other city or town in England and 
Wales of the size and importance of Bristol without a university in it but there is no 
university nearer to Bristol than London on the East and Birmingham on the North.” 

9. The resolutions of the various bodies educational professional commercial social 
and administrative referred to in the said petition of University College Bristol show 
the public interest in the project. The resolutions of the several County Councils and 
other Local Authorities in particular testify to the fact that Bristol is regarded by them 
as the natural and proper centre for a University which will serve their needs and 
promote the interests of education in their various districts. 

10. Your petitioners therefore humbly submit that by the creation of a University 
in Bristol a great benefit will be conferred on the inhabitants of that City and the 
Western counties enabling them to obtain such educational and other advantages 
as have resulted from the establishment of Universities in Manchester Birmingham 
Liverpool Leeds and Sheffield. 

Your petitioners therefore most humbly pray that Your Majesty in Council will 
be graciously pleased to take the petition of University College into favourable 
consideration and that Your Majesty will be graciously pleased to grant a charter 
incorporating a University in Bristol in the form of the draft charter submitted to 
Your Majesty in Council or in such other form as to Your Majesty in Council may 
seem fit. 

And your petitioners will every pray, etc. 

Dated this fifth day of August, 1908. 

[Mem. — The occupations or qualifications of the signatories, where not given 
sufficiently by them, are added in italics within square brackets.]°” 

Edwd. B. James, Lord Mayor of Bristol. G-F. Bristol (The Rt Rev. the Lord Bishop 
of Bristol). H. Cary Batten, Sheriff (of Bristol). Lewis Fry (P.C.). Sidney Humphries, 
President Chamber of Commerce. Charles Daniel Cave (Bart.). J.W. Arrowsmith 
(J.P.). George Alfred Wills (J.P.). Conwy Lloyd Morgan (LL.D., F.R.S.). Richard 
Pape Cowl (M.A. Dublin). Hiatt Cowles Baker (Merchant). James Rafter (Registrar 
University College, Bristol). Henry Napier Abbot (M.A.). James Henry Howell (/.P.). 
Edmund Judkin Taylor, Town Clerk. Robert Fenton Miles (Banker). Herbert Nash 
(Merchant). A.A. David (M.A., Head Master of Clifton College). J.V. Austin (Judge 


°” An oversight will be detected here. 

8 Here given in round brackets to distinguish these entries from editorial matter; and because names 
which were originally on separate lines are here are run together, a slash (/) is added where needed to 
separate post-nominal letters and initials. 
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of the Bristol County Court). Hemming Robeson, Archdeacon of N. Wilts. Arthur 
Robinson (Manufacturer). Edward Robinson, J.P. for City of Bristol. Jos. Storrs 
Fry (Manufacturer). Francis J. Fry, D.L., J.P. / W.A. Greenslade (Manufacturer). 
W. Henry Lindrea (Merchant). Fred. Burris (J.P.). R. Ehlers (Merchant). Frank N. 
Cowlin (Building Contractor). W. Leonard Olive (Merchant). Geo. Nicols (Estate 
Agent). Ernest H. Cook, J.P., Bristol (D.Sc.). C.J. Lowe, Alderman, J.P. / Fenwick 
Richards (J.P.). Chas. W. Fowler (Clerk in Holy Orders). Wm. H. Brown (Solicitor, 
Bristol). P.R. Evans (Solicitor, Bristol). Hugh G. Doggett (Solicitor, Bristol). Edgar 
R. Tanner (M.A., LL.M.). Charles Thomas, J.P., D.L./ Philip J. Worsley (B.A., J.P.). 
W. Melville Wills (Manufacturer). Parker N. Evans (Manufacturer). Henry C. 
Perry (Stockbroker). W.N. Tribe (Stockbroker). S. Tryon (Chartered Accountant). J. 
Weston Stevens, J.P. / Brigstocke Hitchings (Merchant). Charles Wills, J.P. / James 
Swain, M.D., M.S. / P. Watson Williams, M.D./ R. Shingleton Smith, M.D. / Fred. 
E. Weatherly, M.A. Oxford (Barrister). Harry E. Thomas (Treasurer of University 
College, Bristol). Vernon Holt, M.A. Oxon., Vicar of St Nicholas with St Leonard. 
Francis J. Tarr (Solicitor, Bristol). Ernest H.C. Wethered, M.A., LL.B. Cambridge 
(Barrister). W.C.H. Cross, LL.B. Lond. Jno. Chaffey Glyde, Solicitor, Bristol. 
Francis Pigou, D.D., Dean of Bristol. J. George Tetley, D.D., Canon of Bristol 
Cathedral. R.T. Talbot, D.D., Canon of Bristol Cathedral. James Inskip, Solicitor, 
Bristol. Charles Edw. Barry, Solicitor, Bristol. Ambrose N. Blatchford, B.A. / Arthur 
Benjn. Perry, Councillor. Willm. A. Titley, Councillor, TJ. Weight, Hon. Canon 
(Bristol Cathedral). R.H. Carpenter, Solicitor, Bristol. FR. Cross, M.B. Lond. CJ. 
Ryland, Accountant. J.G. Alford (M.A., Clerk in Holy Orders). W.J. Henderson (B.A.., 
Principal Baptist College Bristol). H.W. Gunn. E.H. Mayo Gunn. George A. Falk, 
M.A. Cantab. E.A. Harley, Registrar, Bristol County Court. CE. Wright, Registrar, 
Bristol County Court. C.W. Cope-Proctor, Alderman and J.P. for the County and City 
of Bristol. George H. Oatley, F.R.I.B.A., Councillor. Norah L. Fry, M.A. Dublin. 
Geoffrey Storrs Fry, B.A. Cambridge. H.C. Trapnell, LL.B. Lond., Solicitor, Bristol. 
Frank N. Tribe, J.P. / W.R. Barker, J.P. / Alf. E. Bobbett, President of the Bristol 
Law Society. Albert D. Brookes (Manager of an Insurance Company). H.J. Wilkins, 
D.D. Oxon., Vicar of Westbury with Redland, Bristol. T.W. Williams, (B.A., Solicitor, 
Bristol). 


[UBSC, DM 615 (printed).] 
[546] 5 August 1908. Petition of the Society of Merchant Venturers 


To THE KING’S MOST EXCELLENT MAJESTY IN COUNCIL. 
The humble petition of the Master, Wardens and Commonalty of Merchant 
Venturers of the City of Bristol. 
Sheweth as follows: 

[1-9. Rehearsing the history of the Society and its College.] 

10. Having regard to their past efforts in the cause of education in their city your 
petitioners cannot be suspected of any inclination to throw obstacles in the way 
of any project calculated to increase the educational opportunities or enhance the 
reputation of the City of Bristol. Your petitioners yield to none in their desire to do all 
that is possible to attain that object and recognise that the foundation of a University 
of Bristol may be, and ought to be, a means towards that end. On the other hand they 


372 Bristol University: Conception to Foundation 


are convinced that if a University is so incorporated as to contract the resources of, 
or in any way diminish the sphere of, the Technical College its incorporation will, 
so far from increasing be actually detrimental to and destructive of the educational 
facilities of Bristol, and will in particular prejudice the poorer classes of the City and 
withdraw from them those opportunities of cheap education which the Technical 
College has hitherto afforded in a unique manner, and it is on these grounds that your 
petitioners are opposed to the scheme of incorporation propounded by the charter 
which the University College, Bristol, has petitioned Your Majesty to grant. 

11. Your petitioners are apprehensive that the grant by Your Majesty of a charter of 
incorporation in the form proposed in the petition of University College, Bristol, will 
have the effect of overshadowing and to a large extent of destroying the prestige of 
the Technical College and thus diverting from it the interest shown in and the support 
given to that College and so diminishing its sphere of usefulness. If this should be 
the result of the petition of the University College, Bristol, much harm would be 
done to the cause of technical education in Bristol, inasmuch as a University would 
not supply at such low fees the course of education which has heretofore been made 
available to the artisan and poorer classes at the Technical College. 

12. The universities founded in England in recent times have usually been 
constituted in one or other of two ways, namely: 

(1). By the co-operation of two or more colleges in creating a new institution of 
which each is to be an integral part and in the government of which each is to have 
a share, and which will recognise and supervise the work of the teachers of each 
separate college without exercising any control over their internal collegiate affairs, 
or 

(2). By an agreement between two or more colleges to put an end to their 
independent existence altogether and to provide for the materials of which they were 
composed to be worked up into another and entirely different organism. 

13. Your petitioners understand that the petition of University College, Bristol, 
proposes to create a University for the purpose of absorbing one single existing 
institution, namely University College, Bristol, and creating out of it and in lieu of 
that absorbed institution a new organism in the shape of a University. 

14. Your petitioners humbly submit that in the circumstances of Bristol this is not 
the best scheme for the foundation of a University and that the better plan would 
be the former of the two methods above mentioned namely the incorporation in 
one University both of the Technical College and of the University College, the 
University itself having control of the University teaching at large, and each of the 
two incorporated institutions being left to manage its own internal collegiate affairs. 
If a University were founded on these lines with some such title as the Bristol and 
West of England University it would have the advantage of elasticity and would be 
able from time to time to open its arms to any institution in the West of England which 
might desire to obtain the advantage of becoming a member of a great University. 

15. Your petitioners are nevertheless so much in favour of the incorporation 
of a University in the West of England that they are willing to fall in with any 
scheme which will ensire the continued existence of the Technical College and the 
management of the internal affairs and arrangements thereof upon the existing lines 
by the Committee of Management as now constituted, including particularly the 
right to maintain the Secondary School to the good services and useful purpose of 
which your petitioners attach the greatest weight. 
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16. Your petitioners have made every effort to come to terms with University 
College with a view to secure the objects mentioned in the last paragraph but all 
negotiations have so far failed to induce University College to agree to the terms 
which your petitioners deem essential to the above objects. Under the circumstances 
your petitioners have been unable to secure agreement upon the clauses necessary 
to be inserted in the proposed charter for the carrying out of the desires of your 
petitioners but they humbly submit that the following provisions should be made in 
any charter of incorporation which Your Majesty may be pleased to grant. 

[Sub-clauses (1)-(16). Detailed arrangements for the Faculty of Engineering.] 

[17-18. Appointment of Faculty staff.] 

19. The present Principal of the Technical College shall be the first Pro-Vice- 
Chancellor of the University and he and every succeeding Principal shall be Dean of 
the Faculty of Engineering” 

20. The number of persons to be nominated by your petitioners to the Court of the 
University shall be not less than ten, and the number of persons to be nominated by 
your petitioners to the Council of the University shall not be less than five. 

Your petitioners therefore most humbly pray that Your Majesty in Council will 
be pleased to take this matter into your most gracious consideration and that Your 
Majesty may be pleased to incorporate a federal University of Bristol and the West 
of England of which both the Technical College and University College, Bristol, and 
such other colleges and institutions as may from time to time desire to be admitted into 
the University may be parts or that in the alternative Your Majesty may be pleased to 
make such alterations in the proposed charter of the University as will give effect to 
the provisions hereinbefore stated or such other alterations as will ensure the separate 
existence of the Technical College and the control and management therefore by the 
Committee of Management of that College to the intent that facilities may be given 
in the manner at present existing for the highest education at the cheapest rate of the 
artisan and commercial classes of the City of Bristol and its neighbourhood. 

And your petitioners will every pray, &c. 

Given under our Common or Corporate Seal this fifth day of August 1908.°*° 
{Seal of the Society of Merchant Venturers.} 


[BRO, SMV/5/6/2/1 (printed). Full text on CD.] 


[547] 11 August 1908. Pope to Alderman Elkins (Secretary of the Bristol 
Education Committee) 


60, Banbury Road, Oxford. 
11th August, 1908. 
Dear Mr Elkins, 
I have the pleasure of enclosing a copy of the petition for the grant of a charter to 
a University in Bristol, which the Merchant Venturers have presented [546]. 


°” The University promoters were equally determined that Wertheimer should not become Pro-VC [526]. 
** Delivered at the Privy Council Office on 6 August: BRO, SMV/2/1/1/29, p. 319. 
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Speaking for myself alone, I am sorry that the necessity for presenting it arose, and 
indeed that the question of a local university was ever mooted. 

It is doubtful whether the population of Bristol and the neighbourhood can supply 
enough undergraduates (even though half of them be women) for a university of 
more than duodecimo size, and there seems little reason why undergraduates should 
come from a distance. 

From the point of view, too, of those for whom the Trade School was founded, 
and for whose benefit the Merchant Venturers have developed that School, I can 
see no need for it; inasmuch as the pick of our students already take the degrees of 
the London University, which are far more valuable than any local degree is likely 
to become. And it may do harm; for the fettering of our senior day classes and the 
best of our evening classes with the bonds of a University Council, and our giving 
up educational control, may well lessen the efficiency of our teaching (hitherto 
unrivalled in Bristol in its own especial line) and will certainly deprive it of some 
flexibility and of the power of adapting itself as easily as at present to the needs of 
individual students. 

Consequently, I believe that it would be better for the working classes if the 
Technical College were to remain totally independent and to go on with its work 
untramelled; but this could happen only if the support of the Corporation were 
continued, and perhaps increased, which, I suppose is not to be expected during the 
present university mania, unless we join the movement. 

If such be the case, we must do what we can to render as innocuous as possible any 
charter that may be granted, and our petition may help towards this end. 

I have seen in a cutting from a newspaper a letter from Mr Lewis Fry saying that 
the draft of a charter prepared by the University College can be modified to suit the 
wishes of the Corporation; but when this draft and our petition are put side by side, it 
will be seen at once what the real wishes of the respective parties are; and, as I think 
that our views are more in accordance with those of the Corporation than are those 
of the University College, I hope that, in any discussion or enquiry which may take 
place, we shall have the Corporation with us. 

Iam writing without reserve, because I fancy that your opinion on this educational 
question does not widely differ from mine, and I shall be glad to hear what you think 
of the petition. 

Yours very truly, 

(signed) George H. Pope. 


[BRO, SMV/5/6/2/1 (typescript copy); see McGrath, MVB, p. 493.] 
[548] 20 August 1908. Elkins to Pope 


[Printed letterhead] Bristol Education Committee. 
[MS] 27 Somerset St, Kingsdown. 
Aug. 20 1908. 
Private. 

Dear Mr Pope, 
I am much obliged for your confidential letter [548]. Absence from home has 
prevented reply before. I quite agree with your view that it is possible the establishment 
of a University may not in the long term prove beneficial to the class in which I feel 
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especially interested, and I think the M.V. are fully justified in putting their views 
before the Privy Council. 

You probably know I strongly opposed the charter in the terms proposed and the 
City Council memorial was amended in the direction of supporting a ‘University of 
Bristol’ not the elevation of University College to a University. I shall take care to 
oppose any grant from the City Council [illegible word] for benefits to be received 
and shall strongly oppose anything that would injure the good work done by the M.V. 

It is too late in the day to publicly oppose the scheme, but we must fight to amend it 
in the best way possible. I hardly feel competent to go into the financial arrangements 
as between the College and the M.V. but you can post me in these matters from time 
to time if they have any bearing on the City’s action. 

With best regards, yours truly, 

W.H. Elkins. 


[BRO, SMV/5/6/2/1 (holograph).] 
[549] 10 September 1908. Abbot to Arrowsmith 


The Cottage, Dulverton. 
10th. Sept. 08. 
My dear Arrowsmith, 

It really is good of Birrell to write so immediately on his return; and I suppose 
what he says is right; we must fight S.M.V. and then compromise — and probably 
Lloyd-Morgan’s memorandum of the other day will help us, but most of all I look to 
a consultation with Hopkinson a little later on, after his holiday, to determine the line 
of action. 

But! Yes, I saw those Trades Council beggars, and their doings, and nothing 
anyone can do will alter that sort of attitude; so don’t fret yourself to go and take 
your hat off to them. 

They can’t have what they want, which amounts to nullifying the contribution 
the Town Council is to give, by taking it away again in the form of maintenance 
exhibitions and scholarships confined to the working man, and giving those gentry 
a preponderant place on the Univ. Court. We must fight and compromise with them 
too; if it is really worthwhile going on. But tho’ Birrell says universities last 1000 
years, I begin to think our sort won’t deserve it, when it has become a mere restaurant 
for the horny-handed darlings of the S.M.V. It’s a loathsome prospect altogether, and 
the name of university is being prostituted. 

My family, hearing your kind offer of ‘galley slips’ at breakfast cried out 
unanimously for them and proclaimed your goodness. 

Yours sincerely, 

H.N. Abbot. 


[UBSC, DM 219, ser. 1 (holograph).] 
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[550] 13 October 1908. The Town Clerk to Benson, Carpenter, Cross & Co. 


The Council House, Bristol. 
13th October 1908. 
Dear Sirs, 
Proposed University of Bristol. 

The draft charter now before the Council has been considered by my sub 
committee, who are suggesting to the Committee™' to recommend the Council to 
approve it generally. But there are one or two points to which they would with all due 
respect like to call attention. 

The first is, that there appears to be no definition or any appointment of the Visitor, 
who is only mentioned in section 28 of the statutes of the University (page 35 in 
connection with the removal of the Chancellor etc.). 

With reference to clause 3 sub-section 2 of the charter, the Committee would like to 
know whether it is proposed to grant degrees to undergraduates of other universities 
unconditionally, or whether any terms or conditions are to be imposed as provided 
for with reference to honorary degrees in sub-clause 5 of the same clause. 

With regard to subclause 9 of the same clause, the Committee would be glad if you 
could inform them whether similar powers are obtained in other charters. 

As regards the constitution of the Court, the Committee notice that one life member 
is to be appointed by the Anchor Society, and they suggest to the promoters of the 
University for their consideration, whether it would not be well, if only as a matter 
of policy, to include one person to be appointed by each of the Dolphin and Grateful 
Societies. 

There is one point also on which the Committee are in doubt, and which they 
would like to have cleared up. 

Section 14 of the statutes provides that the Council should consist of (amongst 
others) 5 persons to be appointed by the Municipal Council of the City of Bristol, and 
the Committee would like to know whether those 5 persons will have to be appointed 
from the <10> municipal representatives appointed on the Court, or whether that 
[recte they] can be persons outside these representatives. 

Perhaps I had better add, that the Committee in recommending the Council to 
approve the charter are relying upon the passage in your letter which states that 
the proper occasion for making provisions for scholarships, whether maintenance or 
otherwise, and bursaries would arise when the Corporation is making a grant to the 
University. 

Perhaps you would kindly let me hear from you at your early convenience. 

Yours faithfully, 

(signed) Edmund J. Taylor, Town Clerk. 


[PRO, PC 8/672, file 101,390 (typescript copy).] [> 554] 


**! Here meaning the City Council’s University Committee (cf. this body distinguished in 551 from the 
University promoters’ Committee). 
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[551] 15 October 1908. Wertheimer to Ward (at Bosloe) 


October 15th, 1908. 
Dear Mr Ward, 

I have now seen the charter to which I referred in my letter of yesterday; I have 
not had time to read it all, but I find that, though there are verbal alterations to it, the 
main parts that affect us were certainly unchanged. 

I have seen Messrs [Below corrected in MS to] Beloe and Arthur Baker, talked 
the matter over with them, and suggested that the Corporation University Committee 
has apparently been moved to action by receipt from the University Committee of 
a copy of their proposed charter; our last communication was a letter to the Lord 
Mayor telling him that our negotiations had not led to any decisive result, and that 
we proposed to petition His Majesty in regard to the charter. 

Since then copies of the petition have, I understand, been sent to all members of 
the Town Council; but I hear that some of them do not remember receiving them — 
probably because they arrived during the holidays. 

My idea then is that we might get the decision taken on Monday re-considered, if 
the Treasurer sent formally to the Town Clerk a copy of our petition, and asked the 
Corporation before they come to any decision in regard to the draft charter submitted 
by University College, to consider the amendments in the charter which we propose, 
and to give us an opportunity of placing before the Council our reasons for asking 
for such amendments, if any, as at first sight may not commend themselves to the 
Corporation. 

Messrs Baker and Beloe agreed that it was desirable that I should submit this 
suggestion to you, and the Treasurer also would like to have your opinion in regard 
to it. 

I am sending a copy of this letter to the Secretary, but I do not know whether it 
will be safe to wait until we can discuss the matter with him; in fact, I am not certain 
whether the letter will catch him before he leaves Rome. 

Yours very truly, 

(signed) J. Wertheimer, Principal. 


[BRO, SMV/5/6/2/3 (typescript copy).] 
[552] 16 October 1908. Telegram from Ward to King 
Hammersmith HANDED IN AT 11.23 A.M RECEIVED HERE AT 11.37 A.M. 
TO Treasurer Merchants Hall BRISTOL. Suggest Council should be formally asked to 
consider our amendments to charter and to postpone final adoption pending decision 


by Privy Council. Ward. 


[BRO, SMV/5/6/2/3 (printed form filled in by clerk of receiving office).] 


°° Senior members of the Society who knew their way round the Council House: Arthur Baker (younger 
brother of W. Proctor), Master 1875-6, Councillor then Alderman 1874 to 1902; H.W. Beloe, a member 
of the Society since 1882, was a current Councillor: Neale, Port, i, pp. 41,51; ii, p.217; McGrath, MVB, 
p. 557. 
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[553] 19 October 1908. Benson & Co to King 


Benson, Carpenter, Cross & Williams, Solicitors. 
W.C.H. Cross, Notary Public. Bank Chambers, Corn Street, Bristol. 
19th October, 1908. 
Dear Sir, 
Proposed University for Bristol. 

The University Committee have now had an opportunity of considering the 
petition presented by your Society to the Privy Council [546] and we are instructed 
to write to you with reference thereto. 

The Committee have not dealt with the suggestion of a federal University made in 
the introductory allegations of your petition inasmuch as no details are set out as to the 
manner in which such an University might be established; neither do the Committee 
make any observations on the other introductory allegations in the petition, but their 
silence is not to be taken as acquiescence in the statements made or in the inferences 
which they appear to suggest. 

The Committee deal solely with clause 16 of the petition and we forward you 
herewith a printed document embodying the result of their consideration of that 
clause. On the left side of the print are your Society’s provisions and on the right side 
so much of them as the Committee are prepared to accept is indicated by Roman type 
with the Committee’s suggested alterations and notes in Italic. 

We are advised that any agreement arrived at will be most conveniently ratified 
by scheduling it to the Act of Parliament which will have to be presented next 
session for various purposes connected with the University and more particularly 
for the dissolution of University College and for providing for conferring degrees 
in Medicine. 

In thus offering to accept to a very large extent the proposals of your Society the 
Committee have sought to meet so far as they can properly do so the wishes and 
aims of your Society and they trust that an agreement if arrived at will result not 
only in the efficient provision by your Society of a very important department of 
University work but also secure the hearty good will and cooperation of your Society 
in promoting the success of the University generally. 

It is hoped that your Society will see their way to accept the terms of the agreement 
now submitted; but, if they are unable to do so, we are instructed to say that our 
clients reserve the right to withdraw them absolutely, and that they will then consider 
themselves in no way committed to any further treaty and free for the future to deal 
with all matters relating to the constitution of the University as though no terms had 
ever been submitted. 

Yours faithfully, 

Benson Carpenter Cross & Co. 


[BRO, SMV/5/6/2/3 (signed typescript).] [> 555] 
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[554] 19 October 1908. Benson & Co to Town Clerk 


Bank Chambers, Corn Street, Bristol. 
19th October 1908. 
Dear Sir, 
Proposed University of Bristol. 

We thank you for your letter of the 13th instant [550], and hasten to reply to your 
queries, which are dealt with in order as in your letter. 

1. With regard to the question of the Visitor, you will see that by clause 2 of the 
charter, the King is appointed as such. 

2. With regard to clause 3 sub-section 2, <this> relates solely to the granting of 
decrees [sic] ad eundem to graduates of other universities .*™ 

3. There is no power to confer degrees on undergraduates except by examination<s> 
in the usual way save that power is given in clause 3 sub-section 9 to accept 
examinations and periods of study passed by them at other universities, as equivalent 
to such examinations and periods of study in the University of Bristol itself. 

4. Powers such as those in sub-section 9 are to be found in the charters of 
Manchester (clause 2 sub-sections 8 and 10) Birmingham (ordinances 35 and 43) 
Liverpool (charter, clause 20) and Sheffield (charter, clause 18[F]). 

5. As regards the constitution of the Court, the power of appointing one life 
member was given to the Anchor Society, because that Society has during the course 
of a number of years subscribed over £1000 to the University College, and becomes 
entitled under the first schedule part 2, class [recte clause] 2, to appoint one person 
as a member for life. 

If however your Committee think it desirable, the University Committee would be 
prepared to extend the right to the other societies you name. 

6. As regards the five persons to be appointed by the Municipal Council of the 
City of Bristol, there is no need that they should be selected from the ten municipal 
representatives on the Court, nor is it necessary that they should be themselves 
members of the Municipal Council. 

7. With regard to the passage in our letter to which you refer, in which it was stated 
that the proper occasion for making provision for scholarships, whether maintenance 
or otherwise, and bursaries would arise when the Corporation in [recte is] making a 
grant to the University, we beg to confirm this on behalf the University Committee. 

Yours faithfully, 

(signed) Benson Carpenter Cross and Co. 


[PRO, PC 8/672, file 101,390 (typescript copy).] 


8 This would enable UCB students who had received London degrees to become Bristol graduates. 
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[555] 13 November 1908. Benson & Co to King 


PRIVATE. 
Proposed University for Bristol. 
Bank Chambers, Corn Street, Bristol. 
13th November, 1908. 
Dear Sir, 

We beg to acknowledge your letter of the 10th inst.,*** which we laid before the 
University Committee at their meeting on the 11th for their instructions. 

The Committee observe with disappointment and regret that your Society have 
not seen their way to accept the suggested terms of agreement submitted with 
our letter of the 19th October [553], which they had hoped might have proved 
acceptable, owing to their so largely adopting and incorporating the proposals of 
your Society. 

Your Society will appreciate that in the present situation the Committee cannot 
suffer their course of action to be interrupted by waiting until negotiations are 
recommenced and an agreement reached, but must continue their proceedings, 
without abandoning the hope that sooner or later some mutually satisfactory solution 
may be discovered. 

In that case, and if time permits, it will be for the Privy Council to determine how 
the compact shall be put on record. Meantime it would be inexpedient not to seek 
from Parliament the means of dealing with it that were indicated in our letter of 19th 
October, whether or not they are eventually employed. 

It is, however, thought desirable, in view of recommencing negotiations, to take 
the opportunity the interval affords of removing some misconceptions which are 
inferred from your letter, or at all events of endeavouring to make the position of the 
University clear, in the following respects: 

1. The alteration in clause 2 that you propose, introducing by way of substitution 
the words ‘and Applied Chemistry’, is absolutely inadmissible. The University has 
no intention whatever of relinquishing that branch of teaching, and the professorial 
title in the case of Applied Chemistry, as in the case of Applied Mathematics, (clauses 
13 and 16) is limited and intended to be limited by the words ‘in the Faculty of 
Engineerng’. 

As regards the original expression ‘Chemical Engineering’, we refer for a definition 
to the Annual Catalogue of the Massachusetts Institute of Technology (Boston) for 
1904—5, pp. 62 and 63. [558] 

2. The proposed extension in clause 8 of the exclusive teaching of the Society 
so as to monopolise that of the necessary branches of Pure Science required for 
degrees, diplomas, and certificates in the Faculty of Engineering cannot be allowed. 
The University reserves the concurrent right to teach those branches of Pure Science 
to other students not seeking the Engineering degree, &c., and will not consent to be 
excluded from so doing. 

Although these two points are probably the most fundamental matters of difference 
disclosed by your communication, it contains various other points of divergence 
upon which we do not touch, because the Committee consider it premature to do so 
until a proper understanding is come to on these preliminary matters; except that they 
desire it to be understood that, speaking generally, they are not prepared to go beyond 


* Copy in same file; this instanced several small points of phrasing which the SMV desired to alter. 
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the limits indicated by the suggested terms of agreement submitted with our letter of 
the 19th October. 
We remain, dear Sir, yours truly, 
Benson, Carpenter, Cross & Co. 


[BRO, SMV/5/6/1/5 (printed).] [> 557] 


[556] 13 November 1908. FitzRoy to Lord Wolverhampton, Lord President 
of the Council 


Lord President, 

The consideration of the petitions of the University College and City of Bristol for 
the grant of a charter constituting a University of Bristol [530, 545] has been held 
up, pending the negotiations which have taken place between the promoters of the 
University and the Society of Merchant Venturers with a view to the incorporation in 
the University of the Technical College maintained by the Society. 

It will be seen by a scrutiny of the demands of the Society and the concessions 
which the promoters are prepared to make (paper A) that in substance all the 
legitimate claims of the Society have been met but as agreement has not yet reached 
a stage when it could be incorporated in the charter, it is suggested that the charter 
should be proceeded with in the amended form now submitted leaving the details 
of the arrangement with the Merchant Venturers to be determined later, when effect 
may be given to them by statute. It appears to be thought that this procedure will 
assist in bringing the Society to terms and the promoters are anxious that no time 
should be lost in laying the draft charter before Parliament in order to secure the 
financial support that has been promised.**° 

The details of the scheme, which are based upon the provisions of the charters 
recently granted to Manchester, Liverpool, Leeds and Sheffield, do not call for 
any adverse criticism, but I should like, if possible, to go a little further than the 
permissive provision contained in article 3(11) enabling the University by Joint Board 
or otherwise to cooperate with other university authorities for the regulation and 
conduct of matriculation and other examinations for the examination and inspection 
of schools, etc. 

It is conceded on all hands that one of the most important functions of this new 
type of university is the influence it may exercise on secondary education within 
the area from which it draws its students, and the cooperation of universities whose 
influence is felt over the same area tends to maintain a uniform standard, which is of 
great value. 

To this end, when separate charters were granted to the constituents of the old 
Victoria Universities**’ (Liverpool, Manchester and Leeds) a provision was inserted 
in each instrument, providing for a Board on which each university was represented; 
and later when Sheffield was raised to university rank, the other three universities 
were invited to modify their statutes so as to include representatives of Sheffield on 
the Joint Board. In this case the matter is attended with more difficulty as the only 


°° HH. Fowler, former Liberal Member for Wolverhampton; Secretary of State for India under Rosebery; 
Lord President 1908-10: ODNB. 

6 HO. Wills’s offer would expire on 14 Jan. 1910, which meant that the constututional processes had to 
be completed in the Parliamentary session 1908-9. 

8” Sic, meaning the independent universities which formerly comprised Victoria. 
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two universities which could be invited to cooperate (viz. Wales and Birmingham) 
have enjoyed an independent existence for some years, but I think they might with 
advantage be sounded as to their willingness to subscribe to some such plan. 

A Committee of the Privy Council for dealing with these matters was set up by 
Lord Crewe, consisting of the Lord President, the President of the Board of Education 
and Mr Haldane, and with your approval I would submit the proposition to them 
before approaching the universities in question. I have already had the opportunity of 
talking to Mr Runciman on the subject,’ and found him inclined to use his influence 
with Sir Isambard Owen, Vice Chancellor of the University of Wales*” in the said 
direction, and possibly you or Mr Haldane could do something towards securing the 
adhesion of Sir Oliver Lodge. 

Nothing more would be required than a statute bringing into existence such a Joint 
Board for the purpose named, which is obviously not repugnant to the provisions of 
the charters in question [560]. Meanwhile the Bristol charter can be laid before 
Parliament in accordance with the wishes of the promoters [> 559]. 

Before the charter is granted it will be as well to obtain from the City Council 
some definite indication of the measure of financial assistance they are prepared to 
furnish as well as a guarantee from the promoters that their efforts will not be relaxed 
until some given sum is reached, as it will be seen from the figures annexed (paper B) 
that Bristol is not yet in as satisfactory a position as the other universities at the date 
of their charters, 

A.F. Nov. 13.’08. [Counter-signed] W. [Wolverhampton] Nov. 17. 1908. 

[Minuted] I have seen Mr Haldane who concurs. Nov. 20.08, 


[PRO, PC 8/672, file 101,390 (initialled typescript). ] 
[557] 17 November 1908. King to Benson & Co. 


Merchants’ Hall, Bristol. 
17th November, 1908. 
Dear Sirs, 
Proposed University for Bristol. 

In reply to your letter of the 13th instant [555], I have to say that, in the opinion of 
my Committee, a more careful reading of my letter of the 10th instant will shew that 
what you consider the two ‘most fundamental matters of divergence’ beween your 
Committee and mine are not matters of divergence at all. 

(1.) In clause (2) of the Society’s petition the words ‘such other subjects connected 
with the Science of Engineering’ clearly imply that the subjects previously mentioned 
in that clause (including now Applied Chemistry) are also connected with the Science 
of Engineering; for, in accordance with the ordinary rule of construction, they are 
ejusdem generis with these other subjects. 


88 This Cabinet Committee was formed by Campbell-Bannerman soon after taking office in December 
1905; Crewe was then Lord President and Birrell the President of the Board of Education (as the 
responsible minister was now called); Haldane was included for his expertise, though he had been given 
the War Office: Ashby and Anderson, Haldane on Education, p. 113. 

°* Walter Runciman, became President of the Board of Education when Asquith formed his government 
in April: ODNB. 

°° Owen was not Vice-Chancellor (a post then held by T.F. Roberts) but Senior Deputy-Chancellor. He 
became Bristol’s second VC in 1909: Williams, Univ. Movement in Wales, pp. 118, 160. 
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As regards the particular term ‘Chemical Engineering’, this, upon the analogy of 
the names employed in the clause to denote other branches of Engineering to which it 
refers, should mean ‘the Engineering of Chemistry;’ and, in any case, the term would 
need careful definition. “Applied Chemistry’, limited as above explained, expresses, 
by a well-known English name, what is meant. 

My Committee find some difficulty in understanding the expression in your letter 
‘The University has no intention whatever of relinquishing that branch of teaching’. 

The Society does not ask that the University, when constituted, should relinquish 
any teaching; but proposes to undertake some university teaching, as part of the 
University. 

(2.) In clause (8) no extension whatever was proposed. My Committee’s version 
is identical in meaning with that of your Committee, being a mere re-arrangement 
of the wording in what seems a simpler and more grammatical form. Both versions 
expressly confine themselves to ‘students of that Faculty’, i.e. the Faculty of 
Engineering. 

I think, if you will reconsider the language of my letter, you will find not the 
slightest ground for the suggestion that my Committee desire to preclude any 
Faculty from teaching any branches of Pure Science to any students not seeking the 
Engineering degree. 

I am, dear Sirs, your truly, 

Percy L. King, Treasurer, S.M.V. 


[BRO, SMV/5/6/1/5 (printed).] ® 563] 
[558] 17 November 1908. Wertheimer to Pope 


[Merchant Venturers’ Technical College.] 
17th November, 1908. 
My dear Sir, 

(1) I have now the Programme of the Massachusetts Institute of Technology, 
referred to in the last letter from Benson & Co. [555], and I send you herewith 
copies of pages 62 & 63; I also send copies of the corresponding pages in the latest 
issue of the Programme, dated December 1907. You will see that the document 
quoted by B. & Co. is quite obsolete, and you will also note that apart from the first 
year’s course, which is common to a great many branches of study at Boston, the 
second, third, and fourth year’s new courses in Chemical Engineering provide for a 
total of 1155 hours of Chemistry, in place of 545 in 1904—5. This information may 
be useful later on, and in any case, it certainly shows that the U.C. are by no means 
‘up to date’. 

I am sending copies of this letter to the negotiators and to the Treasurer. 

Yours very truly, 

(signed) J. Wertheimer, Principal. 


[BRO, SMV 5/6/2/8 (typescript copy); Wertheimer habitually numbered his points, 
but in this case no second one was made.] 
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[559] 18 November 1908. Council minutes 


[After other business] The Chairman reported that the petition of University College 
for the establishment of a University in Bristol [530] and a draft of a charter 
accompanying it had been laid on the table of both Houses of Parliament™! and that 
after the lapse of 30 days they would taken taken into consideration by a special 
committee of the Privy Council to whom the matter would be referred. 


[UBSC, DM 506/59, p. 219 (MS).] [> 566] 
[560] 18 November 1908. FitzRoy to Runciman 


Privy Council Office, Whitehall. S.W. 
18th Novr, 1908. 
Dear Mr Runciman, 
Bristol University. 

I am writing to you as a member of the Committee of the Privy Council appointed 
to consider applications of this nature, in order to ascertain your view as to the 
expediency of taking the opportunity of obtaining the adhesion of the Universities of 
Wales and Birmingham to the appointment of a Joint Board with the University of 
Bristol for the purpose of matriculation examinations. 

My minute to the Lord President [556] (copy herewith) puts the case fully, and if 
you and Mr Haldane agree, the Lord President will authorize a letter to the University 
of Birmingham and the University of Wales in the sense suggested. 

You will remember my speaking to you about this in [ou]r way from Goodwood 
to the station on the Ist of August. 

Yours sincerely, 

Almeric FitzRoy. 


[PRO, ED 119/8 (signed typescript, slightly mutilated).] [> 565] 
[561] 19 November 1908. Abbot to Arrowsmith 


Bristol. 
19 Nov. 08. 
Dear Arrowsmith, 
The site of the Blind Asylum [<441] is on the move. 
Have you any of those small litho-plans of it and the adjacent land? If so, I should 
be obliged for one — and any extra would be useful at tomorrow’s Committee meeting. 
Yours truly, 
HN. Abbot. 


[UBSC, DM 219, ser. 1 (holograph).] 


»! On the previous day and in accordance with statute 34 & 35 Vict. c. 63: Parliamentary Debates, House 
of Lords (1908), vol. 196, cc. 1010, 1017. 
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[562] 23 November 1908. Meredith & Co., Solicitors, to Osborne Ward 
Vassall & Co., Solicitors to the SMV 


8 New Square, Lincoln’s Inn, London. 
23rd Novr, 1908. 
Dear Sirs, 
S.M.V.T. College 

We have to-day called at the Privy Council Office and discussed your letter 
with the official attending to the matter.°’ He expressed surprise that you should 
be in ignorance of what had taken place since your clients petition was presented. 
He informed us he had numerous interviews and communications and that Messrs 
Bensons the solicitors for the promoters on the 5th inst. sent in a statement in two 
columns, the one shewing the requirements of the Merchant Venturers and the 
other what the promoters had agreed to. He thought that in effect practically all the 
suggestions of the Merchant Venturers had been agreed to. 

The draft charter has been submitted to the House and in several place the words 
are inserted ‘subject however to any agreement with the Merchant Venturers’. 

The official suggested that you should see Messrs Benson and ascertain exactly 
from them what has been done and if you are not satisfied that you should write to 
the Privy Council Office. 

Yours truly, 

(sd) Meredith & Co. 


[BRO, SMV/5/6/1/5 (typescript copy).] 
[563] 25 November 1908. Benson & Co to King 


Bank Chambers, Corn Street, Bristol. 
25th November, 1908. 
Dear Sir, 

Your letter of the 17th inst. [557] has been laid before the Committee, who are 
glad to learn your Committee do not consider there is any divergence, at any rate 
of intention, between the respective committees, although it is regretted that your 
alterations were susceptible of a different interpretation. 

If it is now desired to arrive at an agreement, it will be necessary to clear away any 
possibility of misconception, and accordingly the Committee now propose to submit 
the following terms for final acceptance rejection. 

In the first place, as regards clause 2; in preference to continuing any discussion 
of terms, those of “Chemical Engineering’ and ‘Applied Chemistry’ will both be 
discarded, and this clause will now read as follows: 

2. That the Faculty of Engineering shall include civil, mechanical, electrical, mining, 
sanitary, and motor car engineering, together with so much Chemistry as may be 
prescribed by the Senate as a necessary qualification for the degrees, diplomas or 
certificates in Engineering, and such other subjects connected with the science of 
Engineering as the Senate may from time to time assign to that Faculty. 

Your Society will thus have the sole right of teaching for those degrees, &c., in 
Engineering that amount of Chemistry for that special object, but the University 


°°? ‘JH. Harrison, Deputy Clerk [618]. 
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will reserve the concurrent right of teaching, outside the Faculty of Engineering, 
any branch of Chemistry, including the application of Chemistry to any industry or 
subject other than Engineering. 

As to clause 8, our clause will have to be restored. Your omission, without going 
into points of grammar, renders the clause open to the construction that each sub- 
division is governed by the term ‘exclusively’, whereas, we are to repeat, it is 
intended your Society should have only the option of teaching in the Faculty of 
Engineering the Pure Science required by the students in that Faculty, the University 
retaining the right to provide teaching in the same branches of Pure Science, if it is 
thought proper, though not to students in the Faculty of Engineering, if you elect to 
provide that teaching for them. 

Your amendments in clauses 4, 5a, 7 (except that ‘Faculties’ is not a misprint), 10 
(restoring the words ‘and Senate), 16, 17b and 17d, will be adopted. 

Clause 20 will read ‘ten’ and ‘three’, omitting ‘not more than’ and ‘not less than’. 
If the Principal be included ex officio he will have to be one of such ten and three. 

The note on Sa, following 5b, will have to be maintained; and also the suggested 
machinery (or something equally simple) for ascertaining what is ‘efficient’. The 
machinery of clause 6 is altogether too cumbrous in this connection. 

The limitation in 3c cannot be maintained. In the opinion of the University 
Committee means can be found of rendering an audited account of the expenditure 
of the income of the Faculty of Engineering upon that Faculty, allowing some agreed 
general charge for establishment. 

With these modifications the University Committee tender again their suggested 
terms, and instruct us to ask for their definite acceptance or rejection within fourteen 
days from this date, or such further period as may be mutually agreed. 

We think it well to add that the terms, if accepted, will of course need to be 
formulated as an agreement, but so as not to take effect or constitute the Faculty of 
Engineering, or start it in operation, before or in advance of the other Faculties of the 
University. 

We are, dear Sir, yours truly, 

Benson, Carpenter, Cross & Co. 


[BRO, SMV/5/6/1/5 (printed).] 


[564] 25 November 1908. FitzRoy to Charles Hobhouse (Financial Secretary 
to the Treasury)’ 


The Clerk of the Council, 
Privy Council Office, London, S.W. 
25th November, 1908. 
Sir, 

I am directed by the Committee of Council to transmit to you, to be laid before 
the Lords Commissioners of His Majesty’s Treasury, the accompanying copy of the 
petition received from the University College of Bristol praying for the grant of a 
charter for the establishment of a University in Bristol [530], with a copy of the 
proposed charter, 


3 Liberal MP for Bristol East 1900-18; Financial Secretary from 1908 to 1911, when Asquith promoted 
him to the Cabinet. 
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The financial position is set forth in paragraphs 7 and 8 of the petition of the 
University College, and I am to state that before the Committee recommend His 
Majesty to grant a charter it is proposed to obtain from the City Council of Bristol 
some definite indication of the measure of financial assistance they are prepared 
to furnish, as well as a guarantee from the promoters that their efforts will not be 
relaxed until some given sum is reached. 

Iam, Sir, your obedient servant, 

(sd) A.W. FitzRoy. 


[PRO, ED 119/8 (typescript copy).] [> 567] 
[565] 28 November 1908. Evelyn Murray™ to FitzRoy 


[Board of Education.] 
November 28th, 1908. 
Dear Fitz[Roly, 

Runciman has had under consideration your letter of the 18th instant [560] 
with reference to the petitions for a grant of a charter constituting the University 
of Bristol. The suggestion that the Universities of Wales and Birmingham should 
be approached as to the establishment of a Joint Board with Bristol University for 
the purpose of matriculation examinations raises questions of great importance and 
difficulty involving matters which have been under the close consideration of the 
Board of Education for some time past. Runciman is, therefore, unable to commit 
himself without a thorough consideration of the proposal, and as his time is at present 
absorbed entirely by the Education Bill*” he hopes that no inconvenience will result 
if the Lord President’s reply is deferred for a short time until he is able to give you 
his considered opinion on the subject.>”° 

(sd.) G.E.P. Murray. 


[PRO, ED 119/8 (typescript copy).] 
[566] 1 December 1908. Torr & Co., Solicitors, to Osborne Ward Vassall & Co. 


19 Abingdon Street, Westminster S.W. 
1st December 1908. 
Dear Sirs, 
Bristol University & Society of Merchant Venturers 
Your letter of yesterday’s date. The draft charter was laid upon the table of both 
Houses of Parliament on the 17th November and in accordance with the provisions 
of 34 & 35 Vic. c. 63 s.2. must remain for 30 days after that date [559]. 


4 Private Secretary to successive Presidents of the Board of Education 1905-9; later and for many years 
Secretary of the Post Office; knighted 1919: ODNB. 

°° Introduced 20 November, becoming the Education (Administrative Provisions) Act 1909 (9 Edw. VII 
29), 

*° Unsurprisingly the Welsh were ‘strongly opposed’ to a Joint Matriculation Board with Birmingham and 
Bristol, as reported by Runciman to FitzRoy on 15 December (PRO, PC 8/672, file 101,635), whereupon 
the idea was abandoned: Ashby and Anderson, Haldane on Education, pp 91—2; see 567 below and further 
related papers in ED 119/8. 
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It is open to any member of Parliament to move that an humble address be presented 
to His Majesty praying that he will withhold his consent to the granting of the charter 
but you will appreciate that there should be very good grounds to justify the House 
passing such a resolution and failure would doubtless prejudice your clients case 
against the Bill. 

If you can get a Member to take the matter up either of the Clerks at the Table 
would direct him as to the framing and giving notice. Needless to say this should be 
given before the expiry of the 30 days. 

We note that your clients presented a petition to the Privy Council and as the draft 
charter has now been laid before Parliament we gather that it does not incorporate the 
Technical College in the scheme. 

If this petition was lodged in due time we do not understand why your clients were 
not given an opportunity of being heard before the Committee of the Privy Council 
which has we presume sat on the draft charter. That was the practice followed in the 
case of Manchester University which we conducted. 

If the period of 30 days expires without exception being taken to the draft charter 
the Privy Council will doubtless advise His Majesty to grant the charter. 

With regard to the Bill of which notice has been given if your clients intend to 
petition against this the time will expire either on the 12th or 19th February next 
according as the Bill commences in the House of Commons or House of Lords. We 
will send you 10 copies when deposited. 

We have read the notice which closely follows that given in the case of Manchester 
and it raises a question in our mind whether your clients would be entitled to a 
locus [locus standi] on the ground mentioned seeing that the Bill foreshadowed is 
principally machinery consequent upon the grant of the charter and it might be held 
that the question of incorporating your clients in the scheme was one for the Privy 
Council and not for Parliament. It is true that the notice contemplates agreements 
being authorised between the University and your clients relating to the establishment 
of a Faculty of Engineering which would give you a locus against any such clause as 
this but not necessarily on the wider question. 

We find that Mr Balfour Browne K.C-. is free to accept retainer and have accordingly 
retained him to oppose the Bill. 

Yours truly, 

(sd) Torr & Co. 


[BRO, SMV/5/6/1/5 (typescript copy; sentences without internal punctuation, as 
customary in solicitors’ letters).] 


[567] 3 December 1908. Sir George Murray (Permanent Secretary to 
the Treasury) to Sir Robert Morant (Permanent Secretary to the Board of 
Education)*”’ 


Treasury Chambers. 
3 December 1908. 

Sir, 
I am directed by the Lords Commissioners of His Majesty’s Treasury to transmit, 
for the information of the Board of Education, the enclosed copy of a letter dated 


7’ Both serving 1903-11; for Morant see B.M. Allen, Sir Robert Morant: A Great Public Servant (1934), 
esp. pp. 250-1. 
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the 25th ultimo [564] which has been received from the Lords of the Committee 
of Council relative to the petition of the University College of Bristol praying for 
the grant of a charter for the establishment of a University in Bristol; a copy of the 
petition and draft charter is also enclosed herewith (to be returned). 

In distributing the grants in aid of universities and colleges, on the advice of 
the Advisory Committee, it is not the practice of Their Lordships to differentiate 
between universities and university colleges as such; although increased local 
support consequent on the establishment of a university might justify an inceease in 
the share of the college in the £100,000 voted.°* 

A special grant, however, additional to the share of the several university colleges 
in the grant of £100,000 has been made to each of the universities in aid of their 
expenses as such: the grant amounts to £2,000 per annum for each of the Universities 
of Manchester, Birmingham, Liverpool, Leeds and Sheffield, and £4,000 per annum 
to the University of Wales. The grant of a charter for the establishment of a University 
at Bristol may be expected to lead to an application for a similar grant. 

The grants to the beforenamed universities have not been accompanied by any 
conditions; but it appears to Their Lordships that the time has come when it would 
be well to consider whether conditions should not be attached to any grant in aid of 
the University of Bristol or of any university to be subsequently established. 

The Advisory Committee recommend in paragraph 3 of their report of 24th July 
last that one condition of any college receiving a grant from the Treasury should 
be an adequate standard of matriculation or other preliminary examination. Having 
regard to their views, My Lords think it might be desirable now to require that the 
University of Bristol, if established, shall adopt the standard of the Joint Board 
(Manchester, Liverpool, Leeds and Sheffield), rather than that of the Universities of 
Birmingham and Wales. On this point, My Lords would be glad to be favoured with 
the views of the Board of Education. 

My Lords will also be glad to receive any further observations which the Board 
may desire to make at the present juncture. 

Iam, Sir, your obedient servant, 

G.H. Murray. 


[PRO, ED 119/8 (signed typescript).] 
[568] 4 December 1908. Pope to Dr Frank Heath*” 


60, Banbury Road, Oxford. 
4th Decr 1908. 
My dear Sir, 
Proposed University of Bristol 
You have kindly interested yourself in the negotiations between the promoters of 
this University and the Merchant Venturers’ Society, and expressed a wish to be kept 
informed of their progress. 


8 A Treasury Committee appointed in February 1906, which set a cap of £10,000 on the grant-in-aid 
to each university or university college: Ashby and Anderson, Haldane on Education, pp. 94-5; Vernon, 
Universities and the State, p. 142. 

*” Director of Special Enquiries and Reports at the Board of Education since 1903, and later Principal 
Assistant Secretary with responsibility for universities; knighted 1917: Ashby and Anderson, Haldane on 
Education, p. 97; Vernon, Universities and the State, p. 146 and passim. 
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We lodged a counter petition in August last to that of the promoters [546], and two 
months later the promoters opened negotiations again. These have been carried on by 
means of letters from and to their Solicitors, Messrs Benson & Co., which on their 
side were marked ‘Private’. 

I enclose a copy of our petition and also of the last letter of the series, which will 
give you an idea of the present state of things. 

Recently we discovered from a paragraph in the Bristol newspapers that the petition 
of the University College had been laid on the tables of the Houses of Parliament on 
the 17th November [559], but there was no mention of any similar action in regard to 
our petition. 

Consequently we enquired at the Privy Council Office, through the London agents 
of our Solicitor, what had happened, and were informed that the promoters had 
(unknown to us) been in frequent communication with that Office and had given the 
officials to understand that they had practically agreed to all the suggestions of the 
Merchant Venturers. 

This false representation no doubt secured for their petition the advancement 
which I have mentioned, without our being given the usual opportunity of being 
heard before the Committee of the Privy Council. 

We then wrote to the Clerk of the Council the letter of which I enclose a copy.*” 

So far as I know, we have not yet received a reply, but I hope the Council will not 
allow us to be prejudiced by what seems to have been a gross piece of chicanery. 

Perhaps we have not been ‘smart’ enough, but we acted as though we were dealing 
with gentlemen. 

I hope, too, that your Board will help us in any way that may be open to them, 

We are now taking advice as to our procedure. 

The University College has given notice of an intention to apply to Parliament 
next session for an Act dissolving the College and vesting its property and rights in 
the University of Bristol — transforming itself, in effect, into the University; and we 
have retained counsel in case we should be advised to oppose the Bill. 

So matters now stand. 

Iam, yours very truly, 

George H. Pope. 


[PRO, ED 119/8 (holograph).] 
[569] 5 December 1908. Memorandum by SMV 


CONFIDENTIAL. 
The Merchant Venturers’ Technical College and the University of Bristol. 


[After points 1-14 reciting the history of the College, and the negotiations thus far 
with the representatives of UCB] 


15. On the 18th November a paragraph appeared in the Bristol papers stating that 
on the previous day a copy of the petition of the University College had been laid 
upon the table of the House of Commons [559], but no similar step was reported in 
the case of the Society’s petition. 


69 Dated 30 November, as referred to in 571. 
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Enquiry was at once directed [and] on the 23rd November the London agents of 
the Society’s Solicitor wrote: 

“We have to-day ... been agreed to’ [as in 562]. 

16. From this it appeared that, while the University Committee were carrying on 
negociations with the Merchant Venturers by means of documents marked ‘Private’, 
they, or their agents, had been in frequent communication with the Privy Council 
Office, behind the Society’s back, and had led the officials to believe that the 
promoters of the University had practically come to terms with the Society, which is 
very far from being the case. 

It must be assumed that the advancement of the petition of the University College 
to the table of the House of Commons, without the usual opportunity being given 
to the Society of a hearing before the Committee of the Privy Council, has been 
obtained by this underhand dealing and by the misrepresentations made. 

A letter has been written to the Clerk of the Privy Council informing him of the 
facts. 

17. In dealing with the Privy Council at the present time the Merchant Venturers 
may perhaps be at some disadvantage owing to the fact that they are well known 
to hold Conservative views (though of course politics are carefully excluded from 
their College) while the main supporters of the University College are Liberals, and, 
doubtless, have the help of three out of the four Members of Parliament for Bristol. 

18. Notice has recently been given of the intention of the University College to 
apply in the next session of Parliament for an Act dissolving the College and vesting 
its property and rights in the University of Bristol, and for other similar purposes. 

Such an Act would, in effect, transform that College into the University of Bristol, 
and the Merchant Venturers have retained Mr Balfour Browne, K.C., to represent 
them in the event of their being advised to oppose the Bill. 

19. Meanwhile they have given directions for an agreement to be drafted embodying 
the precise terms which they are now prepared to concede to the promoters of the 
University, and this will be submitted as the next step in the negociations. 

The points which the Society will insist upon as an irreducible minimum are: 

(a) that the University section of the Technical College shall constitute the Faculty 
of Engineering in the University of Bristol, and shall have the sole right of teaching 
members and students of the University, who belong to that Faculty, all those subjects 
which are needed to give the Faculty the best chance of success; 

(b) that, inasmuch as the Technical College has for more than 50 years provided 
instruction both in Science and in Engineering for artizans and others of limited 
means, and inasmuch as it was founded, and still exists, primarily for the benefit of 
these classes of the population, security shall be given that the fees charged by the 
University to students from these classes, in the Faculty of Science, as well as in that 
of Engineering, shall not be higher than those charged at the Technical College; 

(c) that, in order to avoid as far as possible dissension in the future, a complete 
agreement as to the terms on which the Society shall co-operate with the University, 
and maintain the Faculty of Engineering as part of the University, shall be concluded 
before a charter is granted, and that these terms shall be made binding and permanent 
by being scheduled to the charter. 


! Tn the Liberal landslide of 1906 the political balance of the Bristol seats was reversed; Howell Davies 
won South from the Conservatives, Augustine Birrell won North from the Liberal Unionists, while Charles 
Hobhouse retained East for the Liberals, leaving only West (George Gibbs) in Conservative hands. 
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20. These points represent far less than what the Merchant Venturers consider 
themselves justly entitled to, or what it is probable that the interests of technical 
education in Bristol require that they should have; while, as regards adequate 
representation on the governing bodies of the University, they are offered only three 
members out of the 34 of which the University Council will consist, and only ten of 
the almost innumerable members of its Court. 

Nevertheless they are willing to do their best for the University, provided that they 
are enabled to work thoroughly in the limited sphere which they have consented 
to accept, and provided also that the interests of their especial clients, the working 
classes, are fully safeguarded. 

5th. December, 1908. 


[BRO, SMV/5/6/2/8 (typescript); thought to have been drafted by Pope: McGrath, 
MVB, p. 504 & n. 120, where the document is wrongly dated 8 December.] 


[570] 6 December 1908. Percival to Arrowsmith 


The Palace, Hereford. 
Dec. 6.08. 
Dear Mr Arrowsmith, 

I have been away and found your letter waiting on my return. Sadler was not 
visited when I was in London; but I have today written him a private letter, and you 
shall know his reply. 

I feel sure you are right about the necessity of a captain stronger and more 
enterprising than Lloyd Morgan. 

I hope the Merchants may be well dressed down before the Privy Council. 

Yours sincerely, 

J. Hereford. 


[UBSC, DM 219, ser. | (holograph).] 
[571] Early December 1908. Ward to FitzRoy 


Sir, 
Proposed University of Bristol 

Referring to my letter of 30th ulto to which no reply has yet been received,®* my 
Society desires me again to submit to your consideration the circumstances which as 
it seems to them justify their request that no charter should be granted until the Privy 
Council has heard them on their petition. 

[Margin: ? date] 1. Since the presentation of their petition on the <6th> day of 
August last [546], the Society have received no communication from the Privy 
Council Office, nor any intimation from the promoters of the University that their 
petition was being proceeded with before the Privy Council. 

2. The Society relied with confidence on the Privy Council to acquaint them with 
any steps which were being taken with regard to the petition, and they cannot but 
believe that in the absence of any direct communication from the Privy Council, it 
was intended by the Privy Council that the promoters should keep [them corrected 


®? Formal acknowledgement from Privy Council Office dated 1 December, in same file. 


Section VII: Petitioning 393 


to] the <Society> informed of all such steps [and that it was believed by the Privy 
Council that this had been done deleted]. 

3. The Society was not aware, until they saw the notice in the local papers,° that 
the charter had been laid before the Houses of Parliament, and they appeal with 
confidence to the usual practice of the Privy Council in such cases, which they submit 
has always been to give a hearing to both parties, and not to act on the unverified and 
ex parte statements of one side only. 

I am requested therefore on behalf of my Society [to deleted] respectfully to urge 
their claim to be given a hearing on their petition. 


[BRO, SMV/5/6/1/5 (holograph corrected draft, without date or signature; perhaps 
not sent).] 


[572] 11 December 1908. Ward to King 


United University Club, Pall Mall East, S.W. 
11. Dec: 1908. 
Dear Percy, 

Your telegram just received. It is no matter about the letter. I told Mr FitzRoy, the 
chief man at the P[rivy] C[ouncil], that he would receive a letter in all probability and 
might put it in the waste paper basket, and he replied they received a good many that 
shared the same fate. 

We had our interview with him this morning — the ground having been well prepared 
by Sir William Anson and Sandars and found him in a most amiable mood.™ 

The line that they take now is that we have been completely misinformed about 
the legal position: that the draft charter is only laid on the table of the Houses as [a] 
sort of focus; that the P.C. can alter the draft charter so laid on the table at any 
time. He then said in reply to our question that the P.C. had quite settled that there 
would be no charter granted unless an agreement with us was scheduled and that the 
charter would be amended accordingly. We then handed him our draft agreement and 
went through the points chiefly in dispute as regards the amount of Chemistry we 
should teach and the question of fees, and <he> himself drafted clauses which both 
Pope and I think will meet the case. He seems to have been very frank with Williams 
yesterday — told him that his letters were unnecessarily rude, that the promoters seem 
suspicious both of us and the citizens of Bristol, and made him understand that the 
position of the P.C. with them was very different to their position with us: we were 
independent, they had to do as the P.C. told them. The other man who has had all the 
actual work to do was also there,°”° and was very amusing about the clause which he 
had altered as being ungrammatical; agreed with us and could not understand how it 
could be suggested that we had done more than put it into shape. 

After this we went on to the Education Office and saw Dr Heath the second man 
there as the Secretary Morant had the ‘flu’. They have been most interested in the 


3 On 18 November [559] 

4 Anson was Warden of All Souls and MP for Oxford University; he had been the first Parliamentary 
Secretary to the Board of Education (1902-5). John Satterfield Sandars was Private Secretary to Balfour 
and an influential operator behind many scenes: ODNB (both). 

5 recte ‘locus’, i.e. locus standi. 

6 JH. Harrison. 
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case all along and say the proceedings have been conducted in a most mysterious and 
unusual manner: no communications with them from the P.C.; that we shall probably 
never know what has been going on to make the P.C. act so contrary to precedents. It 
is at any rate <clear> that Hobhouse, Birrell and people from Bristol have continually 
been at the P.C. and tho’ <they> disclaim any suggestion of rushing the charter, it 
is pretty certain that this has been attempted, and <that it> nearly succeeded. I have 
marked this ‘private’ because both at the P.C. and the Education Office we were 
impressed with the fact that their communications were to be considered strictly 
confidential, and at the present moment I think you had better keep all this quite to 
yourself, and simply tell people the broad result that the P.C. have decided that an 
agreement with us must be scheduled to the charter and that clauses are being drafted 
which we hope will meet the case. 

As far as I can make out we were technically wrong about the charter becoming 
operative after it had been 30 days before Parliament, but on the other hand our agents 
were right in their advice because the general practice is that if the 30 days elapse 
and no objection is taken in either House the P.C. grant the charter as deposited. If 
we hadn’t made a fuss we should probably have been told that the usual practice had 
been followed and the P.C. would not re-open the question. 

I shall not have time to write to him tonight and if you would show him this letter 
yourself and ask him to keep all the details to himself I should be glad. I must send 
a line now to Sandars to say he need not secure a ‘tame peer’ to raise a discussion in 
the H. of L. on Monday. I go down tonight or tomorrow morning. 

Yours very truly, 

W.W. Ward. 


[BRO, SMV/5/6/1/5 (holograph; in envelope postmarked 6 p.m.); see McGrath, 
MVB, pp. 504-5.] 


[573] 12 December 1908. Pope to King. 


Oxford, 
12th Decr. 1908. 
My dear Percy, 

Thanks to Anson, our visit to London has, I think, answered our purpose, for it 
was he that secured us a personal hearing by FitzRoy, the Clerk of the Council. From 
FitzRoy we got an assurance that any agreement we came to with the U.C. people 
should be scheduled to the charter, and also an expression of opinion that what we 
have offered in the way of accounts is quite sufficient. As regards the two other main 
points, clauses 2 and 11 of the agreement just handed to Bensons, he thought our 
requirements reasonable and suggested words for expressing them. These we are 
now considering, and I propose that if we are satisfied that the clauses as redrafted 
will secure what we want, I should write to FitzRoy asking if we might, with his 
authority, offer them to Bensons in substitution for the clauses 2 and 11 already sent 
them — at the same time pinning him to his assurance and opinion mentioned above 
[574]. He is evidently quite awake to the fact that he can compel the promoters to 
accept what he wishes, but that he has no power at all over us — so that if he allows 
us to substitute revised clauses which he approves, we may then be sure of getting an 
agreement just as it will then stand and getting it scheduled to any charter that may 
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be granted. Moreover the charter will not be ‘rushed’, and we need not let ourselves 
be driven in the way that has happened of late. 

Having done so well at the Privy Council Office, we thought there was no 
immediate need of getting questions asked in either House of Parliament, and that if 
matters go on smoothly, no such need arise. Anson, whom I saw again today on the 
subject, shares this view, but says that if we want his help later, he will ask a question 
next session. He has been very amiable in the matter, and I think we must not forget 
to ask him to our opening function. 

Secondary School 

Iam sorry that the B[oard] of E[ducation]’s letter did not come a few days earlier, 
so that I might have interviewed Sir R. Morant or Dr Heath, with both of whom we 
are on quasi-confidential terms, about this matter too. 

The Board’s Secondary School branch is either unable or unwilling to get into its 
stupid and obstinate head the fact that our secondary school is not an independent 
institution. If you read the rules which they ask us to pass, you will have seen that 
some of them would have no meaning in the case of our school and would be no more 
appropriate than if they were extracts from the rules of bridge or boxing, however 
much they might be desirable in the case of an independent school. I will explain 
matters to the standing committee. [Rest of sheet excised, evidently containing travel 
arrangements which conclude at the head of the verso.] 

Yours very truly, 

George H. Pope. 


[BRO, SMV/5/6/1/5 (holograph); see McGrath, MVB, p. 505.] 
[574] 17 December 1908. Pope to FitzRoy 


60 Banbury Road, Oxford. 
17th December 1908. 
Proposed University of Bristol 
Draft of suggested agreement between the promoters and the Merchant Venturers. 
Sir, 

Referring to the interview with which you favoured Mr Ward and myself on the 
11th instant - when you gave us an assurance that no charter would be granted 
without the agreement being scheduled thereto, besides expressing your opinion 
that the proposal made in clause 5(c) as to furnishing accounts was satisfactory, 
and suggesting amendments of clauses 2 and 11 — I have to say that the two last 
mentioned clauses have been very carefully reconsidered by the Merchant Venturers, 
with expert assistance. 

As regards clause 2 the Merchant Venturers feel that, if they are to undertake 
responsibility for the Faculty of Engineering, they must not be hampered in their 
efforts to make the Faculty a success, but must be allowed to teach whatever they 
think necessary for it; and, in order to make their meaning unmistakably plain, so that 
disputes may not arise hereafter, they wish the wording of the clause to be slightly 
modified from that suggested by you and to run: 

‘That the Faculty of Engineering shall include Civil, Mechanical, Electrical, 
Mining, Sanitary and Motor Car Engineering, together with Chemical Engineering 
including under the latter term all branches of Chemistry, and up to such standards 
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therein, as, in the opinion of the Board of the Faculty, or the Management Committee 
of the Technical College, may be from time to time required as a qualification for 
the degrees, diplomas, or certificates in Engineering, and together with such other 
subjects connected with the Science of Engineering as the Senate may from time to 
time assign to that Faculty.’ 

The quantity of the teaching must be safeguarded, as well as its standard and 
the number of subjects to be taught, and for this reason the Society wish their 
Committee of Management to have a voice in the matter; for it is proposed to given 
the Society on the Board of the Faculty of Engineering (the only governing body in 
the University on which they are to have more than nominal representation) a very 
precarious majority of one — a majority which might at any time become a minority 
if the present Principal of the Technical College were to cease to hold his post. 

If, however, the representation of the Society upon the Board of the Faculty were 
substantially increased, the reference in clause 2 to the Management Committee of 
the Technical College might be omitted. 

No apprehension need be felt by the promoters lest the Society should interfere 
with any Faculty but the one in question. The Merchant Venturers have acted with 
perfect candour throughout these negociations, and when they disclaim, as they do, any 
intention of thus interfering, their word may be accepted as meaning all that it implies. 

Moreover clauses 2 and 8, which must be read together, explicitly restrict them 
from providing University teaching for University students in any Faculty but that 
of Engineering, and give the rest of the University the sole right of providing such 
teaching in every other Faculty, reserving for the Society a monopoly in that one 
Faculty alone. 

As regards clause 11, the Merchant Venturers feel that the clause, as redrafted 
by you, will though merely permissive, have enough moral cogency to protect the 
interests of the working classes in the Faculty of Science, and they will adopt the 
clause. 

You are aware that they have submitted to the promoters, as their final offer, to be 
accepted or declined, the draft agreement, a copy of which I left with you. 

I now enclose my own copy of the draft altered in accordance with what has been 
said above, and with the necessary consequential alterations, and if you assent to the 
revised draft and will kindly return it to me with an indication of your assent, it shall 
be handed to the promoters in substitution for the draft now before them. Much time 
would probably be saved if you would allow me to inform them that this step is taken 
with your approval. 

Iam, Sir, your obedient servant, 

George H. Pope. 


[PRO, PC 8/672, file 101,660 (signed MS).] [> 576, 580] 
[575] 19 December 1908. Ward to King 


Bosloe, near Falmouth. 
19. Dec. 1908. 


Dear Percy, 
Many thanks for cheque for £1. 11. 6., receipt for which I return. 
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I am glad all went off well at yesterday’s meeting and I hope Pope’s letter to 
FitzRoy [574] will have good result. That letter of Benson’s looks to me like the final 
step towards climbing down. 

Yours very sincerely, 

W.W. Ward. 


[BRO, SMV/5/6/1/5 (holograph).] 
[576] 21 December 1908. FitzRoy to Pope 


[Privy Council Office, Whitehall, S.W.] 
21st December 1908. 
Sir, 

Referring to your letter of 17th instant [574] enclosing the copy of a proposed 
agreement between the promoters of the University in Bristol and the Society of 
Merchant Venturers, I am directed by the Committee of Council to state that they 
consider that the words ‘after consultation with the Senate’ should be inserted in 
clause (2) as shown in red in in the copy of the agreement returned herewith. 

The Committee are further of opinion that the reference to the determining 
authority in clause (2) would more conveniently be confined to the Board of the 
Faculty, but they are not aware whether the promoters will entertain the suggestion to 
give the Society of Merchant Venturers a more decided prominence on the Board as 
a condition of dropping the allusion to the Management Committee of the Technical 
College. 

Iam also to suggest that it would be preferable that the ‘Lord President of the Council’ 
should be substituted for the ‘President for the time being of the Board of Education’ 
in clause (6)(3) and the ‘Privy Council’ for ‘President of the Board of Education for 
the time being’ in clause (16)(d); and that the words ‘and in case of disagreement the 
matter in dispute shall be referred to the Privy Council whose decision shall be final’ 
should be added at the end of clause (20). 

The document, as amended, seems to the Committee of Council to afford a 
reasonable basis for establishing an agreement between the two parties. 

Iam, Sir, your obedient servant, 

A.W. FitzRoy. 


[PRO, PC 8/672, file 101,660 (signed typescript copy).] 
[577] 22 December 1908. Pope to King 


Oxford, 
22 Decr. 1908. 
My dear Percy, 

I sent to Mr FitzRoy a draft agreement between ourselves and the University 
Committee amended after our interview with him in accordance with some of his 
suggestions and also with some of ours [574]. 

This morning I have received it back from him with two slight further amendments, 
which I think we may accept [576]. 

I enclose two copies of the finally amended draft, one for you and one which 
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I suggest should be forwarded to Benson & Co. with a letter something like the 
enclosed draft letter. Please, however, do not take any step until you have heard from 
Ward, to whom I am forwarding a copy of the revised draft, and if any suggestion of 
his differs from mine, please accept it in preference. 

Mr FitzRoy’s letter to me concludes as follows. ‘The document, as amended, seems 
to the Committee of the [Privy] Council to afford a reasonable basis for establishing 
an agreement between the two parties.’ 

This means, I think, that, if the amended agreement enclosed suits us, as I think it 
may, all we have to do is to sit tight, and refuse any further proposals. 

We know that no charter will be granted without our agreement being scheduled to 
it, and we have the agreement itself as actually settled by the Privy Council. 

Yours very truly, 

George H. Pope. 
I have exhausted all my copies of the draft, but can have more made if you want 
them. 

P.T.O. 

[Enclosed draft of covering letter for amended agreement] Since writing to you 
on the [blank]th instant with a draft agreement proposed to be conducted between 
my Society and your Committee, the Society have asked advice from an entirely 
independent source,” and have adopted certain alterations suggested. 

I am now desired to withdraw the draft sent you on the [b/ank]th, and to substitute 
for it the enclosed revised draft, which represents precisely what the Society are 
prepared to accept, and beyond which they will not go. 


[BRO, SMV/5/6/1/5 (holograph); see McGrath, MVB, p. 505.] 
[578] 24 December 1908. Pope to King 


Oxford. 
24 Decr 1908. 
My dear Percy, 

There is one error in the draft agreement I sent you, <and I have just telegraphed 
it>. On page 2 line 3, the word ‘in’ has been put instead of ‘or’, and this difference 
of two letters makes a vast difference in the meaning. Please correct it in Bensons’ 
copy. I am sorry to give you this trouble, which I ought to have rendered unnecessary. 
The clause should read ‘for the purposes of the Engineering Faculty or the Technical 
College’. 

It has occurred to me that unless Bensons’ clients accept our agreement at once 
and unreservedly, it might be well to send a copy of its terms to the local papers 
<with an explanatory heading>. I understand that people accuse us of delaying the 
charter — if so, they ought to know the reason. 

It would be a good thing, too, to let the public know that it is we, and not U.C.B., 
who have made a strong point of low fees for artizans. 

If you agree with this view, I will have three copies made for you to send to the 


papers. 


7 The Westminster solicitors Torr & Co. [566]. 

8 A letter from King dated 13 January appeared in the local papers on the following day. This purported 
to correct recent remarks by an unnamed local dignitary on the grounds that ‘the language he is represented 
as having used may possibly prove to have described inaccurately the scheme which will be carried out’. 
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I suppose I may now write to FitzRoy saying that S.M.V. have accepted his 
amendments, adopted the agreement as amended and sent it to the promoters. Is this 
so? 

Yours very truly, 

George H. Pope. 


[BRO, SMV/5/6/1/5 (holograph); see McGrath, MVB, p. 505 (misattributing the 
comment on fees to the letter of 22 December).] [> 580] 


He explained that the SMV had offered terms to the University promoters for operating the Faculty of 
Engineering, so that ‘artisans and others of limited means, for whose benefit primarily the Technical 
College was established, should not be prejudiced by its connection with the University’, but might 
continue to receive education as currently provided at the Technical College and at no higher fees: WDP, 
14 Jan. 1909. 
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[579] 19 January 1909. H.O. Wills to Lloyd Morgan 


Kelston Knoll, Weston, nr Bath. 
19th Jany/09. 
Dear Mr Lloyd Morgan, 

I scarcely know how adequately to thank you for your kind and exhaustive letter 
of Saturday [/7th] written after your return from London — which makes it of great 
value, as it tells me what your impression was of the interview with the Clerk of the 
Privy Council. If it turns out as you say, it will indeed be fortunate that you, Mr L. Fry, 
and Mr Alfred Hopkinson were able to go to London armed with Mr Percy King’s 
letter of the 14th inst., and appearing on that day, of all days of the year, in the Times 
and Mirror. \ hardly know how to characterise this letter unless I used rather strong 
language — but the S.M.V. have their own views and methods of doing things.°” 

Your journey to London on the 16th must have been a great surprise to ‘the Society’ 
— and it will be interesting to see what their next move is. 

Once more let me thank you in that after so arduous a day as Saturday was to you, 
you found time to write such a long and interesting letter to me — a piece of courtesy 
which I shall not soon forget. 

With my best regards, I am, yours faithfully, 

H.O. Wills. 


[UBSC, DM 128/184 (holograph).] 
[580] 28 January 1909. Privy Council Office minute 


With regard to the objections taken by the Society of Merchant Venturers to the 
alterations made in the agreement by the promoters: 

1. The position of the Society is recognised in the charter and in the agreement 
proposed to be scheduled as the body responsible for the Faculty of Engineering. A 
reference in the preamble to the petition of the Society might be sufficient to satisfy 
their amour propre. 

2. Apparently objection is not taken to the words in clause 2 ‘by the ordinances and 
regulations of the University’ in place of ‘in the opinion of the Board of the Faculty 
etc.’ and by the alteration of 3 to 2 in clause 12d (now 13d) the Society will have a 
majority on the Board of the Faculty of Engineering.*’° 


6 See note to 578 above. 14 January was the anniversary of Wills’s crucial donation [459], subsequently 
designated ‘Foundation Day’ [486]. 
6 Referring to the number of Science professors, as detailed in 588. 
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It is not easy to see what words have been added to clause 8 (now clause 2a) that 
will prevent the Society from teaching Engineering to students who have no desire to 
obtain degrees, etc. 

3. The Society are not aware of the note that is prepared to be added to clause 11 
(now 12) as to fees and this may satisfy them. 

There may be some force in the objection to the registration fee of £1.0. 1. applying 
to all students instead of to day students only, and the promoters would probably be 
quite willing to meet the Society. 

There seems to be a quite unnecessary amount of suspicion of the intentions of the 
promoters. 

[Initials unrecognised] 28 Jan. 1909. [Counter-initialled by FitzRoy I February.] 


[PRO, PC 6/872, file 101,853 (typescript summary on cover of file).] 


[581] 29 January 1909. Notice of Governors’ meetings to approve 
Parliamentary Bill dissolving University College 


University College, Bristol 
29th January, 1909. 
Dear Sir, 

I beg leave to inform you that an extraordinary general meeting of the Governors, 
notice of which has already been given by advertisement, will be held at the College, 
Tyndall’s Park, on Friday next, February Sth, at four o’clock in the afternoon, to 
consider and, if approved, pass a special resolution approving of the Bill intended to 
promoted in the next session of Parliament to dissolve University College, Bristol, 
and to transfer all the property and liabilities of that College to the University of 
Bristol, and for other purposes, subject to such additions, alterations and variations 
as Parliament may think fit to make therein, or as may be approved by the Council of 
the College or any duly and authorised committee of that Council. 

Should the resolution be passed by the required majority, it will be submitted for 
confirmation as a special resolution to a second extraordinary general meeting, to be 
held on the 19th day of February.*" 

Iam, Sir, your obedient servant, 

James Rafter, Registrar and Secretary. 


[BRO, SMV/5/6/2/7 (printed).] 
[582] 2 February 1909. FitzRoy to Pope 


[Privy Council Office, Whitehall, S.W.] 
2nd February, 1909. 

Sir, 
Referring to your letter of 26th ultimo,°” in regard to the proposed agreement 
between the promoters of the University in Bristol and the Society of Merchant 
Venturers,°'? I am directed by the Committee of Council to enquire what are the 


°! The resolution was duly approved on 5 February: UBSC, DM 506/59, pp. 230-1; the second meeting 
was deferred until 27 February [594]. 

° Tn same file. 

63 This and 584 refer to a new printed text of the agreement dated 20 Jan. 1909, of which there are copies 
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words, which in the opinion of the Society, have been introduced into clause 8 
(renumbered 2A) which would have the effect of preventing the Society from 
teaching Engineering to students of the Technical College who have no desire to 
obtain degrees, diplomas, or certificates of the University of Bristol. 
Iam, Sir, your obedient servant, 
A.W. FitzRoy. 


[PRO, PC 8/672, file 101,853 (signed typescript copy).] [584] 
[583] 3 February 1909. Local Executive Committee minutes 


[After other business] The following resolution passed by the local committee of the 
Bristol Day Training Colleges was considered. 

‘That subject to the approval of the Board of Education the local committee is 
prepared to carry out an arrangement by which the Bristol Day Training Colleges shall 
become departments of University College, Bristol, and by which the local committee 
shall become an advisory committee to the Council of University College, it being 
understood that the Council of University College undertake the financial and other 
responsibilities of the local committee and agree to continue in office the Master and 
Mistress of Method and the members of the staffs of the Day Training Colleges on the 
same terms and conditions as they now hold office under the local committee; and if 
this arrangement be made the Council of University College be asked to endeavour 
to secure that the interests of the Day Training Colleges shall be represented on the 
Council, Senate and Boards of Faculties of the proposed University. 

Resolved: That, with the omission of the words referring to the representation 
of the Day Training Colleges on the Council, Senate and Boards of Faculties of 
the proposed University, the suggested arrangement be generally approved, and that 
the Finance Committees of University College and the Day Training Colleges be 
requested to consider and report upon the financial aspect of the question. 

In the course of the discussion the Principal referred to correspondence on the 
subject with the Board of Education, and to an interview he had had with certain 
officials of the Board, and stated that he hoped to receive a definite reply before the 
Council met on the 17th February. 


[UBSC, DM 506/56, pp. 278-9 (MS).] [> 603] 
[584] 5 February 1909. Pope to FitzRoy 


60 Banbury Road, Oxford. 
Sth February, 1909. 
Sir, 

In reply to your letter no. 101,853°'* [582] enquiring what are the words introduced 
into clause 8 (re-numbered 2A) [marginated now 4] of the proposed agreement 
between the promoters of the University in Bristol and the Society of Merchant 
Venturers which would have the effect of preventing the Society from teaching 
Engineering to students of the Technical College who have no desire to obtain 


in BRO, SMV/5/6/2/7. 
64 The number is that a file, not an individual letter. 
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degrees, diplomas or certificates of the University of Bristol, I have to say that the 
words “but only’ introduced into the second line of the clause, are those referred to. 

Clause 8, which deals only with students of the Faculty of Engineering who are 
studying for degrees, diplomas or certificates of the University of Bristol in that 
Faculty, gives the Society the sole right to teach such students Engineering; but the 
introduction of the words ‘but only’ limits to such students the Society’s right to 
teach Engineering at all. 

It is hardly credible that the promoters intended this, but their words appear 
capable of no other meaning. 

Iam, Sir, your obedient servant, 

George H. Pope. 


[PRO, PC 8/672, file 101,918 (signed typescript).] 
[585] 10 February 1909. Pope to King. 


Oxford. 
10 Feby 1909. 
My dear Percy, 

Thanks for the copies of your recent letter to Bensons — printed well, as usual, 
except that I can find no authority in the dictionary for spelling ‘advisers’ with an O. 

I shall send FitzRoy a copy at once. 

Judging from what Lewis Fry is reported to have said at the late U.C.B. meeting, I 
imagine that the U.C. will now make formal application to the Privy Council to bring 
pressure to bear on us in order to induce us to accept the alterations which we have 
refused. 

The P.C. however, who know that they have no power over us, and who have 
already by the mouth of their Clerk, assured us that no charter for a University will 
be granted without an agreement with us being scheduled to it, and further that our 
proposals appear to them reasonable, will find it very difficult to attack us, even if 
they are willing to do so, of which we have no evidence. 

My own opinion is that we now occupy an extremely strong position, and one 
from which we cannot be dislodged — and I hope you agree in this view. 

Lewis Fry will be able to shelter himself from his fire-eating friends behind the P.C. 

When the UC. have reconciled themselves to our conditions, there will be sundry 
details, such as the salary of Mr Ferrier — and that will be the time for furnishing any 
figures that you may think desirable. 

I have no reason for supposing that Ward will be in Bristol on Shrove Tuesday. 
For myself, I shall of course be delighted to dine at the Hall then, if the reason I 
mentioned does not prevent — and I hope to be able to arrange it. 

Yours very truly, 

George H. Pope. 
Will you please tell Rea®'* that I have written to the Board of Education in accordance 
with the note about accounts that he sent me. 


[BRO, SMV/5/6/2/7 (holograph).] 


6! TE. Rea, the Society’s Chief Clerk, who joined the staff in 1859 and retired in 1914: McGrath, MVB, 
p. 267. 
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[586] 11 February 1909. Fry to FitzRoy 


Goldney House, Clifton Hill, Bristol. 
Feb, 11th, 09. 
Dear Mr FitzRoy, 
Draft Charter Bristol University 
I have to thank you for your letter. I am quite prepared on behalf of the University 
Committee to accept the addition to clause 11 of the words you suggest. They are 
in accordance with what has been our [intentions corrected to] intention throughout 
viz. that in the case of evening students the fees should be quite small — possibly 
almost nominal — but we think it desirable that all students in the University should 
be required to enter formally as such and pay some registration fee. 
Probably the clause as amended would read more clearly if the words ‘subject to 
differentiation’ to ‘evening students’ were placed in parenthesis. 
Yours faithfully, 
Lewis Fry. 


[PRO, PC 8/672, file 101,918 (signed typescript).] 
[587] 14 February 1909. Pope to King 


Oxford. 
14 Feby 1909. 
My dear Percy, 

Iam sorry that the U.C. either cannot understand plain ‘English’ or will not believe 
that we mean what we say. 

Of course our reply can only be as you telephoned to Williams, but I am not quite 
sure that we might not add to it a statement that our draft, by which we stand, was 
modified by the Committee of the Privy Council before we sent it to Bensons, and as 
altered, was approved. 

On this point I am writing to Ward, and if he takes my views, it will probably be 
necessary for me to ask FitzRoy’s permission to quote him. 

I don’t think that the U.C. can have got much recent information from the P.C., or 
can understand at all our position — and my own idea is that FitzRoy does not think 
much of Williams. 

I hope that the other two negotiators understand the strength of our position. 

[Final paragraph concerning Colston’s Boarding School omitted.] 

Yours very truly, 

George H. Pope. 


[BRO, SMV/5/6/2/7 (holograph).] 
[588] 15 February 1909. FitzRoy to Pope 


[Privy Council Office, Whitehall, S.W.] 
15th February, 1909. 

Sir, 
With reference to previous correspondence, I am directed by the Committee of 
Council to state that Their Lordships have given their careful considerations to the 
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petitions of University College, Bristol, the Society of Merchant Venturers of Bristol, 
and others, in regard to the proposed establishment of a University in that city, and I 
am now to transmit to you, to be laid before the Society of Merchant Venturers, the 
accompanying draft of the charter which embodies in a third schedule the proposed 
agreement between the Society and the University College. 

The draft charter and agreement are now in such form as to satisfy, in Their 
Lordships’ opinion, the three main conditions referred to you in your letter of the 
26th ultimo, subject to which the Society stated that they were prepared to assist the 
promoters in the establishment of a University. 

The provisions of clauses 3 and 4 of the agreement (p.p. 28 and 29 of the enclosed 
print) defining the conditions under which the Society is to have the exclusive 
right of teaching the subject included in the Faculty of Engineering etc. have been 
amended in a manner which, while giving a large discretion to the Faculty, maintains 
the control and supervision of the University in the manner admitted to be necessary 
by the petition of the Society, and at the same time does not interfere with its liberty 
to pursue the lines on which it has heretofore given instruction to non-university 
students. 

The claim of the Society to protect the interests of industrial students by obtaining 
from the University some pledge to make the same remissions of fees in other 
Faculties as they propose to do in the Faculty of Engineering, has been met by 
the insertion of the note to be found at the end of clause 12 (p. 31 of print) and 
the interests of evening students in connection with the registration fee have been 
adequately protected by the insertion of the words in parenthesis; it will further be 
observed that in clause 13(d) (p. 31 of print) the number of professors of Science to 
be nominated by the Senate has been reduced from three to two; and I am to request 
that you will inform the Society of Merchant Venturers that Their Lordships consider 
that the agreement, as now drawn, is one which, in substance, ought to be accepted 
by both parties. 

A communication to this effect has also been transmitted to the promoters, 

Iam, Sir, your obedient servant, 

A.W. FitzRoy. 


[PRO, PC 8/672, file 101,198 (signed typescript copy).] 
[589] 16 February 1909. Pope to King 


Oxford. 
16 Feby 1909. 
My dear Percy, 
This morning I received from FitzRoy [588] a draft charter to which is scheduled 
an agreement making a compromise between our draft and the U.C.’s.°"° 
I am sending this to Wertheimer to be copied and then we can consider it. 
I have not had time to go through it carefully yet, but at a first perusal it seems to 
give some hope of an agreement, though it will require alteration in some points. 
At any rate it means business. 
As FitzRoy has written to the promoters also, Bensons’ last letter to you will not 
need an immediate answer, 


66 20 January (same file). 
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I hear incidentally from Wertheimer that there is to be a service in Redcliff church 
tomorrow, though he does not name the time.°'’ I should have liked to be there and 
should of course have attended, if I had been in Bristol — but I am not sorry to escape 
railway journeys at present, as I have not yet shaken off my cold. 

Yours truly, 

George H. Pope. 


[BRO, SMV/5/6/2/7 (holograph).] 
[590] 18 February 1909. Pope to King 


Oxford. 
18th Feby 1909. 
My dear Percy, 

I am really grateful to you and the Master‘'* for the interest you take in our 
negociations about the University, and am much encouraged thereby, and by 
the message you have sent me. Discussion with FitzRoy has advanced matters 
considerably, but not quite far enough yet. I do not doubt, however, that firmness on 
our part will secure all that is necessary. 

I have now been through the P.C.’s draft with Wertheimer, who called in this 
morning on his way to Bristol from London. 

There are several points which need alteration and which we shall not have much 
difficulty in getting altered — and there is one which will cause more difficulty, but 
which we ought, I think, to insist on even to the point of breaking off negociations. I 
mean the securing for ourselves virtual independence in our own Faculty. 

I have put this to FitzRoy as plainly as I thought it prudent to do in writing, and, 
if necessary, I will ask for another interview and put it still more plainly by word of 
mouth. 

Quite apart from the fact that we shall pay the piper, and have a right to be secure 
from interference so long as we teach, and teach well, everything that the University 
authorities demand, there are reasons which cannot conveniently be put on paper, 
<but> which you and I know, why practical independence will be essential to smooth 
working — such things as the long standing jealousy of our College on the part of 
U.C.B., and the dislike and jealousy of J.W. [Wertheimer] which is felt in that quarter. 

The alteration made by the P.C. in clause 3 of the draft agreement takes away this 
independence. 

They have substituted the words ‘as by ordinances and regulations of the University’ 
for the words arranged with FitzRoy by Ward and myself ‘as in the opinion of the 
Board of the Faculty, or of the management committee of the Technical College after 
consultation with the Senate’. 

Now the ordinances and regulations of the University will be made by the Court, 
a body of 34 persons of whom we are to nominate only three, so that in case of 
dispute we should be nowhere. I think, therefore, that we must insist upon the P.C.’s 
words being struck out and the reinserting of our words in full, or, as an alternative, 
the reinserting of the words ‘as in the opinion of the Board of the Faculty’ and the 


617 A memorial service for Arthur Baker, former Master [551], who had died on 14 January: WDP, 18 
February. 
618 GW. Davey. 
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addition in clause 13 of the draft after (e) of ‘(f) 2 persons to be nominated by the 
Society of Merchant Venturers’, turning the present (f) into (g). 

Probably the latter alternative would be better, as ‘saving the face’ of the University 
by avoiding mention of our management committee; and if I were authorized to tell 
FitzRoy, either by letter or by word of mouth, that the Society will not conclude an 
agreement without it, there can hardly be a doubt that the P.C. would give in. 

I need not mention the other points that need alteration except clause 21.°'? The 
latter half of this was, I find, put in by FitzRoy, and was inadvertently copied into our 
draft. It is, of course, impossible, for it would enable the U.C.B.’s people and the P.C. 
to rewrite our agreement and force it upon us. 

I shall point out to FitzRoy, as Sir Edward Grey lately pointed out to Austria- 
Hungary, that a treaty cannot be modified without the consent of all parties to it.°”° 

I must apologise to you for not having replied definitively about Shrove Tuesday 
sooner. I have decided to excuse myself to my guests here and come down for the 
dinner. Is evening dress de rigeur, or practically so? 

Yours truly, 

George H. Pope. 
PS. If the Master is in Bristol still and comes to the Hall, would you kindly ask him 
to give formal notice to Pulsford to terminate his engagement at the College at the 
end of term in July? He was warned more than a year ago that this would probably 
[be] necessary, but formal notice will be required and as long as maybe.”! 


[BRO, SMV/5/6/2/7 (holograph); see McGrath, MVB, pp. 505-6.] 
[591] 22 February 1909. Comment by FitzRoy 


February 22nd. A report having reached Bristol that the University charter had been 
granted, Arrowsmith, the publisher, in the belief that the King signs such instruments, 
wrote to Birrell to ask if the pen used on the occasion could be forwarded to him 
for presentation to Mr H.O. Wills, the donor of £100,000 to the University, who 
was grievously ill and would, he thought, be much cheered by such a proof of His 
Majesty’s consideration! Birrell’s letter, in sending on the request, showed so much 
humour that I must quote from it: 

‘I doubt not you get many curious requests. I enclose one. I can only say that 
Arrowsmith is a good fellow, and knows Mr H.O. Wills very well. £1000,000 is 
perhaps worth a pen, if indeed the pen can be identified and the public service robbed 
of its future services. Anyway, I forward the request.’ 


[Sir Almeric FitzRoy, Memoirs (1925), i, p. 376.] [> 592] 


6 “The terms of this agreement may from time to time be altered in such manner as may be agreed 
between the Council of the University and the Society. And in case of disagreement as to any alteration, 
the matter in difference shall be referred to the Privy Council, whose decision shall be final, but with the 
power to either party to carry out the decision of the Privy Council, or to determine this agreement in 
which case the provisions of clause 9 hereof [termination of agreement should the Society cease providing 
the Faculty of Engineering] shall come into operation mutatis mutandis.’ 

© The Foreign Secretary was discissing compensation to Serbia following Austria’s annexation of 
Bosnia. 

©! JW. Pulsford, Lecturer in Applied Mathematics at MVTC. 
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[592] 22 February 1909. FitzRoy to Arrowsmith. 


Privy Council Office, Whitehall, S.W. 
Feb. 22. 1909. 
Dear Sir, 
Mr Birrell has forwarded me your letter of the 19th inst. expressing a wish which 
I am sorry it is impossible for me to satisfy, as the King’s approval of the grant of 
a charter is not given in a form which involves the use of a pen affixing the Sign 
Manual to the instrument.” 
As a matter of fact the draft charter has not yet been submitted to His Majesty. 
Yours faithfully, 
Almeric FitzRoy. 


[UBSC, DM 219, ser. 1 (signed typescript).]. 
[593] 23 February 1909. Abbot to Arrowsmith 


Bristol. 
23/2/09. 
Dear Arrowsmith, 

You have elicited some valuable information — but still I suppose some old 
Cockalorum of the P.C. has signed something, which warranted Wolverhampton in 
what he said to Winterstoke — it can’t have been another of those terminological 
inexactitudes from which so many of your (former, I trust) friends suffer, can it?°™* 
Anyhow don’t tell Wills and others. 

I wonder what the Merchants are up to — seeking, let us hope, another way of 
breaking off. The longer they delay the more hopeful I grow. 

Thine, 

Henry. 


[UBSC, DM 219, ser. 1 (holograph).] 
[594] 27 February 1909. Extraordinary General Meeting of UCB Governors 
Extraordinary Meeting of the Governors 


27th February 1909. 
Present: The Right Hon. Lewis Fry (chair) 


The Lord Bishop of Bristol Professor R.M. Ferrier 

Mr J.W. Arrowsmith - F. Francis™ 

“ S.H. Badock (Sheriff) Rev. Principal Henderson 

“ James Baker Principal Lloyd Morgan 
Alderman W.R. Barker Mr Herbert Nash 

Professor F.R. Barrell “ Alfred N. Price 

Mr J. Paul Bush Professor R. Shingleton Smith 


°°? Letters Patent are authenticated by affixing the Great Seal; it is astonishing Birrell shared Arrowsmith’s 


ignorance of this standard process; J.W. Sherborne (UCB, p. 24) also seemingly misunderstood ‘sign 
manual’. 

°3 The euphemism ‘terminological inexactitude’ was coined by Churchill during the 1906 election 
campaign, and repeated in the House of Commons on 22 February that year. 

°4 Ernest Francis Francis, Professor of Chemistry since 1906, continuing in the University to 1936. 
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Dr E.H. Cook Mr T.W. Williams 
Professor N.C. Dobson “ George A. Wills 
“_E, Fawcett 

[After recital of summons, and minutes of the Extraordinary General Meeting of 5 
February.] On the motion of the Chairman, seconded by the Lord Bishop of Bristol, 
it was unanimously resolved: 

That the special resolution approving of the Bill intended to be promoted in the 
ensuing session of Parliament to dissolve University College, Bristol, and to transfer 
all the property and liabilities of that College to the University of Bristol, and for 
other purposes, subject to such additions, alterations and variations as Parliament 
may think fit to make therein, and as may be approved by the Council of the College 
or any duly appointed and authorised committee of that Council, which was passed 
at the Extraordinary General Meeting of the Governors held on 5th February instant, 
be and is hereby confirmed. 

[Signed] Lewis Fry. 


[UBSC, DM 506/59, pp. 240-1 (MS).] 
[595] March 1909. Birrell to Arrowsmith 


March. 
Confidential. 
My dear Arrowsmith, 

I gather your University is at last as good as born for already there are those who 
wish to bear office in it. I of course do not mean to back anybody for anything but 
my friend Barty Saunders tells me that he is told that there is likely to be an election 
for the post of Vice-Chancellor. He is a learned man and an expert in university 
management and his testimonials would speak for his general fitness. He has had 
a talk with the Bishop of Bristol and also with me. I advised him to send you some 
papers concerning himself and he will do so. 

I will say no more — and could not in any way back him but he is a fit and proper 
person to be considered. 

I expect to be in Bristol from Friday till Saturday night. 

Yours, 

A.B. 
I spoke to FitzRoy about the pen and he tells me he has written to you [592]. 


[UBSC, DM 219, ser. 4 (holograph).] 
[596] 1 March 1909. Sir Robert Morant to FitzRoy 


Board of Education, Whitehall, London, S.W. 
1st March, 1909. 

Dear FitzRoy, 
Someone told us, some time ago, that when the Merchant Venturers people came 
to see you in December to apprise you of their strong dislike of some of the points in 


©5 Edward Fawcett, Professor of Descriptive and Surgical Anatomy since 1893, and Dean of the Faculty 
of Medicine since 1905, continuing as Professor and Dean in the University until 1934; FRS 1923; the 
University’s second Hon Fellow 1938: BMCJ, 59 (1942), pp. 77-8. 


410 Bristol University: Conception to Foundation 


the draft charter applied for by the University College people, you were good enough 
to give them an undertaking that no further definite steps should be taken towards 
granting a charter until an agreement had been reached upon the points of dispute 
between the College and the Merchants. [<4 572, 573] I should be glad if you would 
let me know whether in fact an agreement has been reached, so that you are able 
now to be getting forward with the charter with some certainty that it will shortly be 
granted. 

I ask this partly because on general grounds we here are naturally greatly interested 
in this development at Bristol as a good deal of our work in both the institutions is 
affected by it, and specially because we have got to make up our minds what line 
to take in regard to the Bill which the College people are proposing to introduce 
and which [is deleted] <will be> valueless as a piece of legislation unless a Bristol 
University has first been brought into existence. 

Yours sincerely, 

Robert L. Morant. 


[PRO, PC 8/672, file 102,143 (signed typescript).] [> 600] 
[597] 1 March 1909. FitzRoy to Pope 


Privy Council Office, Whitehall, S.W. 
Mar. 1. 1909. 
Private. 
Dear Sir, 
University of Bristol. 

I shall be happy to see you in respect of the terms of the draft agreement Thursday 
or Friday this week at 3.30, but I do not anticipate any very fruitful result unless you 
are prepared to modify materially the attitude indicated in your official letter. 

After very considerable experience of negotiation in connexion with university 
charters, I am free to confess that I have never had to deal with a body of gentlemen 
whose disposition was so fluctuating and mistrustful. 

You have been met in a way which amounts to a very handsome recognition of 
your special claims, and all you do is to raise fresh points and extend your pretensions 
to matters lying outside the purposes of the agreement. 

Iam, dear Sir, yours faithfully, 

Almeric FitzRoy. 


[PRO, PC 8/672, file 102,143 (typescript duplicate with typed signature); see 
McGrath, MVB, p. 506] [> 598, 599] 


[598] 2 March 1909. Pope to FitzRoy 


60, Banbury Road, Oxford. 
Private. 
Dear Sir, 
University of Bristol. 
I am much obliged to you for offering me an interview [597] and will do myself 
the honour of calling upon you on Friday next [5th] at 3.30 p.m. 
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With your permission, I will bring Mr Ward with me, if, as I believe, he will be in 
Oxford then, and will be able to come. 
Possibly we may induce you to change your opinion of the Merchant Venturers 
— an opinion which I confess has caused me some surprise, and which, as I have no 
doubt, is the result of incomplete information. 
I am, dear Sir, yours faithfully, 
George H. Pope. 


[PRO, PC 8/672, file 102,143 (holograph).] 
[599] 2 March 1909. Pope to King 


Oxford. 
2 March 1909. 
My dear Percy, 

I received this morning from FitzRoy the astounding and preposterous letter [597] 
of which I enclose a copy. 

I suppose he is writing under political direction, but even so he need not have 
wandered so widely from the truth. I have accepted his appointment for Friday next 
and said that I shall bring Ward with me, if he can come [598]. 

When FitzRoy accuses us of having a ‘fluctuating and mistrustful’ disposition, the 
fluctuation must consist of our having made a series of concessions from the terms 
of our original proposal, and our mistrust is only too well justified, as I should have 
thought the underhand dealing of our opponents in the present negociations might 
have shewn him. 

The last sentence of his letter is ridiculous and untrue from beginning to end. 

Probably FitzRoy has never before had a case in which a body of independent 
gentlemen have offered to give very large help to a university without asking for 
anything in return, beyond the privilege of making their help really efficient; and we 
have certainly not “extended our pretensions to matters lying outside the purposes of 
the agreement’. 

The real point at issue between us now is whether we shall be allowed to make 
our ‘Faculty’ a success. We have promised to teach everything that the University 
authorities require, and to teach it to their satisfaction, but we know, because our 
opponents have told us, that we shall not be required, or permitted, to teach the 
amount of Chemistry which is taught elsewhere, which is undoubtedly necessary, 
and for which we have made special provision in our new building. The only 
reason assigned for this extraordinary attitude is that they fear we shall encroach 
upon the Faculty of Science, a thing which we have no intention whatever of 
doing. They wish to strangle our one Faculty, in order to avoid an imaginary 
danger to one of their several Faculties. To submit to this would be to ensure 
disappointment and loss both of money and of reputation, and I hope the Society 
will stand firm. We have made a very generous offer, and if it be refused, that 
will not be our fault — while any loss, to the University by its refusal will be gain 
to technical education and to our especial clients the industrial classes, some of 
whose most influential local leaders are of opinion that the University will be of 
little, or no, use to them, but fully appreciate the benefit of our College and are 
prepared to support it. 
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Moreover it seems to me that it would be madness on our part if (without the 
conditions we have asked for) we were to enter into a partnership with people who do 
not want us, who have long been jealous of us, who positively hate Wertheimer, who 
ask us to take over as his subordinates teachers from University College imbued, of 
course, with [similar deleted] the same sentiments, and whom we cannot trust, in 
view of the way in which recently they lied, or allowed lies to be told, to the Privy 
Council and so managed to steal a march upon us. 

And you must remember that we could not dissolve the partnership at will, 
but only by a proceeding which would not be very creditable to us, namely by 
failing to perform our obligations to our Faculty and then refusing to accept the 
decision of the board of arbitration which would be summoned to sit in judgment 
on us. 

I am writing at some length because I feel that the crisis has now arrived, and I 
want to know what line Ward and I ought to take. Possibly you may be able to sound 
the other negotiators and other influential members of the Society, and ascertain what 
the general feeling is. 

Yours very truly, 

George H. Pope. 
I expect to be down tomorrow. 


[BRO, SMV/5/6/2/7 (holograph within original envelope, enclosing a copy by Pope 
of the body of FitzRoy’s forceful letter; the original of this has not been found — very 
likely Pope destroyed it). See McGrath, MVB, pp. 506-7] 


[600] 2 March 1908. FitzRoy to Morant 


Privy Council Office, Whitehall, S.W. 
Mar. 2, 1909. 
Dear Morant, 

The situation in December, as the Merchant Venturers were apprised, was briefly 
that upon the expiry of the time, during which the draft charter was before Parliament, 
it would not be proceeded with until ample opportunity was given for an agreement 
between the promoters and the Merchants, but nothing was said as to making a grant 
of a charter dependent on such an agreement. 

Prolonged negotiations have since taken place and I am to see a representative 
of the Merchants this week in the hope of overcoming the obstacles that still 
exist. 

The enclosed copy of my letter to the gentleman in question [597] will give you a 
good idea of how matters stand. 

Yours very truly, 

Almeric FitzRoy. 


[PRO, ED 119/8 (holograph); typescript copy on dorse of 596, to which it 
replies.] 


°6 McGrath misread this as ‘secretly’: MVB, p. 507. 
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[601] 3 March 1909. Morant to FitzRoy 


Board of Education, Whitehall, London, S.W. 
3rd March, 1909. 
Dear FitzRoy, 

Thank you for your letter and enclosure [600]. [It deleted] <I am sorry to learn 
that it> is the policy of the Merchant Venturers to hold out for impossible terms. I 
hope that when you manage to get the matter settled up you will kindly let me know, 
so that we may not be taking steps in our administration which might be arranged 
otherwise if things were going to settle down speedily on a satisfactory basis in 
Bristol. 

Yours very truly, 

Robert L. Morant. 


[PRO, PC 8/672, file 102,143 (signed typescript).] 
[602] 3 March 1909. Winterstoke to Wolverhampton 


25 Hyde Park Gardens, W. 
3rd March 09. 
My dear Lord President. 

I learn from the Bristol ‘University Committee’ and our Parliamentary agents 
that the Society of Merchants in Bristol decline to accept the arrangement suggested 
by the Privy Council ‘as being fair to both parties’ and that the Society (who have all 
along shown themselves antagonistic to the Univ. scheme) are trying to re-open the 
whole question in dispute. 

I am thoroughly and heartily backed up by the Bishop of Bristol Mr Lewis Fry 
and all the local promoters in expressing to you our most earnest hope that the P.C. 
and yourself will not yield to the Society’s complaint but stand firm to your decision 
already given as we can do better without them than with them. 

Yours very faithfully, 

Winterstoke. 


627 


[PRO, PC 8/672, file 102,143 (holograph).] 
[603] 3 March 1909. Local Executive Committee minutes 


[Minutes.] 

With regard to the proposal to incorporate the Bristol Day Training Colleges 
with University College [583] the Principal reported that since the last meeting 
of the Council he had received a communication from the Board of Education 
suggesting that it would be more satisfactory to postpone the whole question of 
the transference until either the charter is obtained, or a year has elapsed without 
the charter being obtained; that he had thereupon written to Mr Barnett, the Chief 
Inspector of Training Colleges,®* pointing out the importance of giving effect to 


7 Dyson & Co. 
©8 Percy Arthur Barnett, former Professor of English at Firth College, Sheffield; Schools Inspectorate 
from 1893, Chief Inspector 1905-18. 
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the proposal before University College was dissolved, and that he awaited a reply 
thereto. 


[UBSC, DM 506/55, p. 281 (MS).] 
[604] 4 March 1909. Minute by FitzRoy 


Privy Council Office. 
Bristol University. 

The present position is briefly this: 

The Committee of Council have forwarded to the promoters and the Merchant 
Venturers a revised copy of the charter and attached thereto, in the form of a schedule, 
a draft agreement between the two parties in the form which the Committee think it 
should be accepted. 

Great pains have been taken to meet the Merchants on points which do not 
compromise the supervision and control which the University should exercise over 
all its Faculties, but the Merchant Venturers still seem indisposed to be satisfied with 
anything short of practical independence. 

Iam to give their representative an interview tomorrow and in the hope of bringing 
things to an issue have defined our point of view with some candour [597]. 

A.F. Mar. 4 1909. 


[PRO, PC 8/672, file 102,143 (initialled typescript).] 
[605] 4 March 1909. Percival to the Lord President of the Council 


The Palace, Hereford. 
March 4. 1909. 
Private and Confidential 
Dear Lord Wolverhampton, 

When in Bristol yesterday I found my friends who are interested in promoting the 
new University very anxious about the charter. They have reason to believe that the 
Merchant Venturers, led by a very grasping Principal of their Technical College, are 
still engaged, as they have been all along, in hampering and hindering and pressing 
claims which are altogether unreasonable and opposed to the public weal. 

We had thought that the last reply from the Privy Council was conclusive, and 
that the Merchants must either accept the decision of the Privy Council Committee 
or stand aside and let us go forward without them, which would probably be the best 
thing that could happen in the interests of the people of Bristol. 

Under these circumstances I hope you will forgive my appealing to you to insist 
that the unreasonable delays and hindrances caused by this grasping Tory corporation 
must cease and that they must say whether then accept what has been offered or be 
left out altogether. 

Believe me, yours sincerely, 

J. Hereford. 


[PRO, PC 8/672, file 102,143 (holograph).] 
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[606] 5 March 1909. The Bishop of Bristol to Wolverhampton 


The Palace, Bristol. 
5 March 09. 
Dear Lord Wolverhampton, 

I am indeed greatly obliged to you for your full letter and for the Clerk’s précis 
[2604]. As far as my advice carries here, we should oppose the claim of practical 
independence up to and beyond the weakening point. We should very soon make 
arrangements with the Venturers if the charter were granted without any scheduled 
agreement. Many of the points which they wish to control before-hand in an iron 
agreement will probably never arise, and not in an acute form, if the constituted 
University and the Society of Venturers meet to do the best for Bristol. 

Yours much obliged, 

GF. Bristol. 


[PRO, PC 8/672, file 102,143 (holograph).] 
[607] 5 March 1909. Privy Council Office minute 


Memorandum 5 Mar. 

Mr Pope and Mr Ward called on Mr FitzRoy today and discussed the points in the 
draft agreement. 

They waived their first objection (as to the description of the parties to the 
agreement) in Mr Pope’s letter of the 26th February. 

Clause 3. Society agree to give up teaching Chemistry altogether. 

Clause 4. They pressed for saving words as to teaching persons not members of 
the University, but withdrew claim that proviso, added by promoters, should be made 
general and not only applicable to the Faculty of Engineering. 

Clause 7b. Withdrew objection to words ‘in the Faculty of Engineering’. 

Clause 8. Institution of Mechanical Engineers accepted. 

Clause 11. Agreed to abbreviated designations of degrees being omitted and left to 
University to decide. 

Clause 12. Objection not pressed. 

Clause 16. Alteration to letter made. 

Clause 21. Additional words to be inserted providing that either party shall have 
power either to carry out decision of the Privy Council or to determine the agreement, 
in which case the provisions of clause 9 shall apply. 

Sth March, 1909. 


[PRO, PC 6/872, file 102,143 (typescript).] [> 608, 612] 
[608] 6 March 1909. FitzRoy to Morant 


Privy Council Office, Whitehall. S.W. 
Mar. 6. 1909. 
Dear Morant, 
University of Bristol. 
At my interview yesterday with the Merchant Venturers they announced that in 
return for one or two very (?) small concessions they had come to terms with the 
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promoters upon the lines recommended so that nothing now is likely to interfere with 
the speedy grant of the charter. 
Yours very truly, 
Almeric FitzRoy. 


[PRO, ED 119/8 (holograph).] 
[609] 7 March 1909. Fry to Ward 


Goldney House, Clifton Hill, Bristol. 
7 March 1909. 
Dear Mr Ward, 

Thanks for your letter of the 5th. Your report to Mr FitzRoy of the points we agreed 
upon is correct but I must demur to your statement to him that you had been distinctly 
told by the University Committee — ‘the promoters’ — that under clause 3 you would 
not be allowed to carry on Chemical Engineering in your sense of the term. All that 
the U. Committee asked was that the Senate and Council of the University should be 
empowered to decide the matter. 

We understand that we shall soon receive from the P.C. prints of the charter 
schedules as amended. The alteration as to Chemical Engineering may involve points 
requiring explanation in discussion when we receive this document. 

Yours v. truly, 

Lewis Fry. 


[BRO, SMV/5/6/2/7 (holograph).] 
[610] 8 March 1909. Ward to King 


United University Club, Pall Mall East, S.W. 
8 March 1909. 
Dear Percy, 

There is nothing further to report today except [two words deleted] a letter from 
Lewis Fry approving of what I reported to FitzRoy as the result of my interview 
with him (L. Fry) and N. Abbot, but demurring to my statement that the promoters 
would not allow the Society to undertake Chemical Engineering in the sense which 
we give to that term [609]. Of course the question might be left to the Council <of 
the University> to decide, but as the promoters have already prejudiced the matter 
and <would> have the predominance over the Council, it is better to run no risks, 
and [recte than] be asked — as we should be — to undertake Chemical Engineering in 
a way that would cost us a lot of money and only be a failure. So we had much better 
chuck it and reduce our staff by the dismissal of Rixon and Williams, asking the 
University to take them over.” I shall stay up here of course till the thing is through 
and to save time and trouble. Pope has asked FitzRoy to write to me direct and then 
I can go and see him if he wishes. 


®° FW. Rixon, Assistant Professor of Applied Chemistry, and Illtyd Williams, Lecturer in Applied 
Physics. 
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He danced and he pranced at our interview as no doubt Pope has reported to you. 
However I think it is all right and we have got practically all essentials. Will you 
show Mervyn [King] this letter as I shall not have time to write to him tonight. 

Yours very sincerely, 

W.W. Ward. 
As soon as things are settled I will let you know for a committee and special Hall 
which must be summoned to approve the agreements. 


[BRO, SMV/5/6/2/6 (holograph).] 
[611] 8 March 1909. Percival to Arrowsmith 


Hereford. 
March 8.’09. 
Private. 
Dear Mr Arrowsmith, 

Ihave a private note from Lord Wolverhampton in reply to my letter [605], in which 
he says two representatives of the Merchants called on the Clerk of the Council on 
Friday, and [have agreed to deleted] now accept the agreement recommended to both 
parties, subject to one or two minor amendments. He added that these representatives 
have had an interview with Lewis Fry and he sees no reason to anticipate further 
difficulties, and he would certainly not have been prepared to sanction any further 
delays. I hope the amendments are really minor and unimportant. 

Yours sincerely, 

J. Hereford 


[UBSC, DM 219, ser. | (holograph).] 
[612] 9 March 1909. FitzRoy to Wolverhampton. 


Lord President, 

The gentlemen representing the Merchant Venturers, whom I saw on Friday, had 
previously had an interview with Mr Lewis Fry on behalf of the promoters, at which 
a concordat in no substantial point differing from our recommendations was said to 
have been reached. 

The difficulty as to clause 3 was got over by the Society abandoning altogether the 
claim to teach Chemistry, and the Engineering Faculty and the other points at issue 
were settled on the lines indicated in the accompanying memorandum [607]. A copy 
of the draft agreement, revised accordingly, was sent to the promoters yesterday for 
their observations and we may now hope that a settlement of the controversy has 
been obtained. 

No doubt your resolution to proceed quand méme acted upon the Venturers as a 
powerful deterrent. 

A.F. March 9. 1909. [Counter-minuted| W. [Wolverhampton] 9 March 1909. 


[PRO, 8/672, file 102,143 (holograph on cover of file).] 
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[613] 9 March 1909. Ward to King 


United University Club, Pall Mall East, S.W. 
9 March 1909. 
Dear Percy, 

The enclosed with others reached me this morning. I have sent one copy to Pope, 
and one to Wertheimer, and have retained one. Will you therefore keep one and send 
the others to Mervyn and Davey? I annex copy of Fitzroy’s letter to me. 

We ought to have now meetings of 1. Negotiators. 2. Finance Committee. 3. Hall. 

Any day will suit me, Friday or Saturday for choice. Of course we do not know 
that the promoters will accept though there is little doubt. 

I see Williams still appears on the staff. Is this desirable? 

Iam glad that Chemical Engineering has disappeared. It was really an afterthought 
in our sense of the term and was bound to cause trouble and friction. 

Before calling our meetings it would perhaps be as well to know that the promoters 
have no objections. 

Yours sincerely, 

W.W. Ward. 


Copy letter 
Sir, 

I am directed by the Committee of Council to transmit to you herewith to be laid 
before the S.M.V. a revised print of the draft charter to the University of Bristol 
with the draft agreement (schedule 3) amended in consequence of the representations 
made by yourself and Mr Pope at the interview held at this office on Friday last the 
5th inst [607]. 

Yours, 

A.W. Fitzroy. 


[BRO, SMV/5/6/2/6 (holograph).] 
[614] 11 March 1909. Telegram from Ward to King 


Charles St Haymarket HANDED IN AT 1.12 P.M.. RECEIVED HERE AT 1.37 P.M.. 

TO Treasurer Merchant Hall BRISTOL. Been to Privy Council today. They are 
considering slight amendments suggested by Wertheimer and Pope. Better cancel 
Hall. Ward. 


[BRO, SMV/5/6/2/6 (printed form filled in by clerk of receiving office).] 
[615] 11 March 1909. Ward to King (first letter) 


United University Club, Pall Mall East, S.W. 
11. March 1909. 
Dear Percy, 
I wired you this morning to postpone the Hall if possible [614] because the more 
I think of it the more it seems to me the promoters are in a hole over Chemical 
Engineering. 
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At our instance it has been struck out of the curriculum altogether: so far as it is 
Engineering it must be taught in the Faculty of Engineering and we have refused to 
teach it. They want it as a course but cannot give it themselves because it is partly 
Engineering. Again the agreement provides for the Professor of Applied Chemistry 
being on the Board of the Faculty of Engineering, which to say the least will be an 
anomaly. 

So it seems to me that further points will crop up on their side which may give us 
an opportunity of getting further concessions. 

I suppose the Hall would give us authority to make alterations in detail and approve 
the agreement subject to that. 

Sorry to be giving you so much trouble. 

Yours very sincerely, 
W.W. Ward. 
[Vertically] If Bensons say that [they] accept the charter and agreement as now 
amended I think we might go to the Hall and ask for their sanction to the charter 
subject to detail amendments if any. 


[BRO, SMV/5/6/2/6 (holograph).] 
[616] 11 March 1909. Ward to King (second letter) 


United University Club, Pall Mall East, S.W. 
11. March 1909. 
Dear Percy, 

This morning brought letters from Pope and Wertheimer suggesting some 
alterations in the agreement, not of course vital, but I felt that I was obliged to go to 
see the P.C. [Privy Council] over them, having regard to the quarters from which the 
suggestions came. I had a long interview with the Assistant Clerk, who made a note 
of them and said he would lay them before the Committee of the Council. 

I also raised the question of letting Chemical Engineering fall out of the curriculum 
of the University, and the [illegible word] of having the Professor of Applied 
Chemistry as Dean of the Faculty of Engineering, without the power of teaching 
chemistry to University students of the highest standard. 

Ina letter from Lewis Fry he said there might have to be some alterations contingent 
on the dropping out of C.E. so altogether it seemed to me wiser to postpone the 
Hall. I am awfully sorry for the trouble [vertically] you have had, but you know 
what it is [“with’ deleted] to negotiate with Wertheimer’s fertile brain suggesting new 
amendments, and anything that Geo. Pope says especially demands attention. Excuse 
this scrawl. I am writing against time and after a long day. 

Yours very sincerely, 

W.W. Ward. 


[BRO, SMV/5/6/2/6 (holograph).] 
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[617] 11 March 1909. Hare to King 


Clarence House, Clifton Park. 
Mar. 11/09. 
My dear Percy, 

In looking through my early papers, I find that we went for Faculty of Engineering 
only, with such Applied Chemistry as was necessary for this, and I gather from W. 
Ward’s letter that we have this, but not our ‘Science including Chemistry of University 
standard’, this latter was never contemplated. I consider Prof. Wertheimer’s claim for 
Chemistry with a little Engineering was a claim never intended by us. It seems to me 
that if the S.M.V. get all that is specified in clause 1a of the document dated June 23. 
1908 signed by Lloyd Morgan and Wertheimer [<4525], it is all that we originally 
went for, and all that I was prepared to go for. 

Yours ever truly, 

C.B. Hare. 


[BRO, SMV/5/6/2/7 (holograph).] 
[618] 12 March 1909. Ward to Fry 


United University Club, Pall Mall East, S.W. 
12. March 1909. 
Dear Mr Fry, 
University of Bristol. 

There seem <to be> one or two slight or consequential alterations in the print of 
the charter and agreement that ought to be made if possible. 

Clause 4 of the agreement. There should I think be a [similar deleted] provision at 
the end giving [facilities deleted] to a graduate in the Engineering Faculty proceeding 
to a degree in another faculty the same facilities as are given to a graduate in another 
faculty proceeding to a degree in Engineering. The P.C. don’t think the clause should 
be general and Mr Harrison’s view was that there would of course be similar facilities. 

Clause 7(a) as it reads does not seem consistent with clause 4 and I have suggested 
[after deleted] that the words [Technical College deleted] ‘and the teaching of other 
persons not members of the University’ should be inserted after the words ‘Technical 
College’, and ‘those classes’. 

Clause 16. The name of I. Williams must be deleted and in the [taking over deleted] 
provision for taking over the UC. staff I have suggested to make it clearer that the 
words ‘consistent with’ shall be substituted for ‘equivalent to’ and the addition [of 
the w(ords) deleted] after the word ‘appointment’ <of the words> ‘and at salaries 
equivalent to their present annual remuneration’. 

I have seen Mr Harrison®” on these points but I don’t know whether they will be 
adopted. 

Yours very truly, 

W.W. Ward. 
PS. I am not altogether happy about the apparent dropping out of Chemical 
Engineering from the University curriculum [altogether deleted] and it is certainly an 


6° James Humphreys Harrison, Deputy Clerk of the Council and Chief Clerk of the Privy Council Office 
1895-1909; knighted 1909. 
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anomaly that the Dean of the Faculty of Engineering should be Professor of Applied 
Chemistry without the power of teaching Applied Chemistry to [University deleted] 
members of the University. 


[BRO, SMV/5/6/2/7 (holograph).] 
[619] 13 March 1909. Fry to Ward 


Goldney House, Clifton Hill, Bristol. 
13 March 1909. 
Dear Mr Ward, 

I send you [the corrected to] a P.C. print of the agreement with the two or three 
alterations we propose in red ink, adopting the words in clause 16 proposed in your 
letter of yesterday [618]. The additional words in 13(c) seem necessary to negative 
the implication that (1) the professors of [all deleted] the subjects here named must 
be the only professors of any such subjects in the University, and also (2) that all 
professors in the University in these subjects are necessarily to be members of the 
Board of the Faculty of Engineering. 

I have no objection in substance to any of the alterations you propose in your letter 
of yesterday, but as regards those you propose in clause 4 (Engineering graduates 
proceeding to other degrees) and to clause 7(a) (teaching of persons not members of 
the U.) I do not quite understand how you desire these clauses to read when altered. 
Will you kindly make the alterations you propose (perhaps in blue ink) in the copy 
agreement I send and return it to me. We shall then I hope be entirely agreed. 

Yours v. truly, 

Lewis Fry. 


[BRO, SMV/5/6/2/7 (holograph).] 
[620] 15 March 1909. Ferrier to T.W. Williams 


I may point out that the terms of appointment of myself and the other members of the 
staff of the Engineering Department are those customary in all the other universities 
in England. We are supposed to devote the whole of our time to the work of the 
department (in the case of the lecturers a stipulation was made that they should 
not be required to lecture on more than three evenings per week during the two 
winter terms). No detailed list of hours during which we are to lecture or to perform 
certain specified duties is made out on appointment. The head of the Department is 
responsible for the courses of lectures and laboratory instruction to be given, and 
is expected to see that they are sufficient for the instruction of the students and the 
aims of the department, and that they are carried on efficiently to the satisfaction 
of the Council and the Senate. Further, one of the conditions of appointment of 
both professor and lecturers was that all reasonable opportunity should be afforded 
for research work, which is essential if the teachers are to keep in touch with the 
development of their science, and if the students are to be familiar with the latest 
methods and results of investigation. 

It is certain that it is only by giving each professor control of his department 
and making him responsible for its successful working that the best results can be 
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obtained. He is responsible to the Faculty and Senate for the academic standard and 
discipline being thoroughly maintained and to the Council for the administration and 
finance of his department. 


[BRO, SMV/5/6/2/6 (typescript extract attached to original covering letter from 
Benson, Carpenter, Cross & Co. to King, 22 March).] [> 628] 


[621] 15 March 1909. Arrowsmith to Haldane 


[Device] Arrowsmith Publisher Bristol. 
March 15 1909. 
Dear Mr Haldane, 

As perhaps you know we are getting near to a settlement with the Merchant 
Venturers (thirteen years ago we made the proposals they have now accepted and 
if they had then been accepted, we should for that time have been working side by 
side).**! The question now arises as to the Corporation grant and we want Mr FitzRoy 
to write a strong letter as soon as he is assured that we have really settled with 
the Merchant Venturers pointing out that the charter will be granted when the Privy 
Council are assured as to the amount which the Corporation are prepared to grant to 
the University. If only I knew Mr FitzRoy well enough to write him a personal note 
I would not trouble you; perhaps this may be the last time I shall need to bother you 
but you have all through been so good to us amidst all your worry I am asking your 
help so far. 

We have now promised £203,170 in addition to buildings &c. 

Yours faithfully, 

J.W. Arrowsmith. 


[PRO, PC 8/672, file 101,390 (holograph); extract (wrongly cited) in Ashby and 
Anderson, Haldane on Education, p.92.] [> 626] 


[622] 17 March 1909. Fry to Ward 


Goldney House, Clifton Hill, Bristol. 
17 March 1909. 
Dear Mr Ward, 

Thank you for your letter of the 14th telling me that you had sent the agreement to 
George Pope. I shall be glad if you can let me have it again by Friday morning [19th] 
as the Univ. Committee meet on that afternoon and I shall if possible like to tell them 
that we are finally agreed. 

Yours v. truly, 

Lewis Fry. 


[BRO, SMV/5/6/2/7 (holograph).] 


°! Tn fact twelve years before, in February 1897: 295. 
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[623] 18 March 1909. Percival to Arkwright*? 


The Palace, Hereford. 
March 18.09. 
Dear Mr Arkwright, 

I have the list of candidates for office of V.C. for Mr Williams and will let him 
know if I hear anything about any of them; if we take an economist (like Chapman) 
or a political writer (like Fabian Ware) don’t you think we ought to be sure that he is 
a free trader? 

Yours sincerely, 

J. Hereford. 
P.S. I should be inclined to make specific suggestions about nos 3, 4, 8,9, 14, 18, 20 ie 


[UBSC, DM 219, ser. 1 (holograph).] 
[624] 19 March 1909. Report by the Attorney General to the House of Lords 


In Parliament 

In the House of Lords 1909. Bristol University. 

As to a Bill now pending in Parliament intituled An Act to dissolve University 
College Bristol and to transfer all the property and liabilities of that College to the 
University of Bristol and for other purposes. 

To the Right Honourable the Lords Spiritual and Temporal of the United Kingdom 
of Great Britain and Ireland assembled. 

I, Sir William Snowdon Robson, Knight, His Majesty’s Attorney General hereby 
certify and report to your Lordships that I have considered a Bill now pending before 
your Right Honourable House intituled as aforesaid and which affects charity. 

The preamble (page 2) refers to a pending application for a charter and the scheme 
of the Bill depends upon the granting of the charter. 

I understand that a petition for a charter has been presented to the Privy Council 
and that it is contemplated to embody therein certain arrangements between the 
proposed University and the Society of Merchant Venturers of Bristol. I think that it 
is rather inconvenient to consider the present Bill before the charter is granted as the 
Bill and charter would work together and it may hereafter appear to be desirable to 
modify the Bill having regard to the charter. 

Clause 2 “Dissolution of the College and transfer of property to the University’ 
contains a very important subsection 2 which is qualified by two provisoes to be read 
together. 

If the provisoes are to be passed at all I think that the Board of Education as to 
educational endowments and the Charity Commissioners as to endowments which 
are not educational should be substituted for the Privy Council in the 2nd proviso. 


632 


Unidentified. Scarcely likely to be the Herefordshire landowner, MP and hymnodist John Stanhope 
Arkwright, who was not merely a Tory but a protectionist. 

63 § J. Chapman, then Professor of Political Economy at Owens College, later Chief Economic Adviser 
to the Conservative and National Governments 1927-32. Fabian Ware, a native of Clifton, and former 
Schools Inspector was at this time Editor of the Morning Post; later a Major-General and founder of the 
Imperial (now Commonwealth) War Graves Commission. Both were knighted in 1920: ODNB (both). 

°4 The UCB Solicitor’s substantial short-list for the post of VC has not been found. 

®5 Tn office from 1908 to 1910, when appointed a Lord of Appeal in Ordinary. 
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Although the petition for a charter is presented to the Privy Council I think 
that if special power of altering charitable schemes is to be granted it is desirable 
that it should be entrusted to these bodies who have general statutory powers in 
similar matters. But I think that the propriety of giving such powers as the provisoes 
contemplate requires very careful consideration. 

Parliament has conferred on the Board of Education and the Charity Commissioners 
very wide powers of making and altering schemes and these bodies have a very 
great experience in such matters and by holding private or public enquiries they can 
obtain valuable information. I see no reason for supposing that in the present case the 
ordinary powers would not be sufficient. 

I may point out that in the interest of the University it is desirable not to break 
away from the authority of the Board of Education as the Board may sometimes 
have power to make a scheme for giving to the University funds not at the time 
devoted to it and it is quite possible that the Board might shrink from putting funds 
into the hands of a University if they would loose [recte lose] all subsequent power 
of modifying the distinction of the funds under the Board’s general jurisdiction. 

I think clause 12 ‘As to charitable trusts acts’ might with advantage be altered by 
inserting after the words ‘extend to property held for the general purposes of’ and by 
substituting the word ‘of’ for the word ‘to’ immediately after the words ‘any college’. 

As the clause 12 now stands it might be construed as applying to property held 
upon special charitable trusts and I submit that this would not be right. 

I desire to call your Lordships attention to clause 9 of which the marginal note is 
‘Extension of certain privileges to graduates of the University’. 

The effect of this clause would be that graduates of Bristol University would be 
placed on a level with graduates of the other universities mentioned in the clause and 
would have to serve their articles for only 3 years instead of 5 years. 

I think it probable that students will enter a local university such as Bristol earlier 
than they would one of the older universities for which they must leave their homes. 

I submit to your Lordships that the present is not a time in which it is desirable 
to lessen the training of solicitors and that clause 9 of the Bill ought to be struck 
out unless approved by a formal resolution of the Council of the Incorporated 
Law Society. I am informed that the privilege here sought has been accorded to 
the Liverpool University the University of Leeds and the Victoria University of 
Manchester but not to the Birmingham University nor to the Sheffield University. 
Moreover I am informed that the privilege in question was not conferred by any of 
the Acts hereinafter named that is: 

(1) The Birmingham University Act 1900 (63 & 64 Vic ch 19) 

(2) The Liverpool University Act 1903 (3 Edwd 7 chap 232) 

(3) The Sheffield University Act of 1905 (5 Edwd 7 chap 152) 

(4) The University of Leeds Act 1904 (4 Edwd 7 chap 35) 

(5) The Victoria University of Manchester Act 1904 (4 Edwd 7 chap 7). 

I have no further observations to make. 

Dated this 16th day of March 1909. 

(sgd) W.S. Robson. 

Endorsed: Report of His Majesty’s Attorney General under Standing Order 89 of 
the House of Lords. 

Charles Wigan, Norfolk House, Victoria Embankment W.C. 


[BRO, SMV/5/6/1/5 (MS).] 
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[625] 20 March 1909. Fry to Ward 


Goldney House, Clifton Hill, Bristol. 
20th March 1909. 
Dear Mr Ward, 

I am receipt of your letter of the 16th with draft agreement [not found; replying to 
619]. 

Your additions to clauses 4 and 7 we assent to. The other points raised in your 
letter of the 12th [618] have been already agreed to or disposed of. 

As regards the alteration in clause 16 referred to in your letter of the 12th, 
substituting ‘consistent with’ for “equivalent to’ etc.: we understand that the words 
‘terms and conditions’ mean those prevailing in your College as to participation by 
your staff in the fees of students. 

As to the further addition to this clause proposed, on Mr Pope’s suggestion, in 
your letter of the 16th, we cannot agree to the insertion of the particulars of the 
salaries. We think it quite inappropriate to insert such details (which are probably 
only of temporary use) in so important a public instrument as the charter. It also 
appears somewhat invidious to mention the remuneration of some members of the 
Engineering staff and not of all. 

We are quite satisfied with the assurance you have already given that these salaries 
will be paid, and we have therefore deleted the words in question. 

With regard to the postscript to your letter of the 16th, we cannot consider the 
case of the gentlemen whose services are dispensed with by you in consequence 
of your recent decision to limit your Chemistry teaching, as at all analogous to 
that of the members of the Engineering staff of University College whom you are 
taking over by agreement; and it seems inappropriate to describe the latter as being 
‘discarded’ by us. But while the Committee cannot recognise any such ‘claim’ as 
is suggested on the part of these gentlemen, they are prepared to consider whether 
their services can be utilised by the University, and are making enquiry upon the 
subject. 

Iam glad that we may now, as you say, regard the agreement as finally settled, and 
we have instructed our agents to request Mr FitzRoy to proceed on that basis. 

Believe me, yours very truly, 

(signed) Lewis Fry. 


[BRO, SMV/5/6/2/7 (typescript copy).] [> 631] 
[626] 22 March 1909. Haldane to FitzRoy 


War Office, Whitehall, S.W. 
22nd March 1909. 
My dear FitzRoy, 

Arrowsmith of Bristol writes to me [621]; he is a very good fellow, and I think 
he is probably right in saying that a letter from you at this juncture would be of 
importance. Perhaps you would communicate with him appropriately. 

Believe me, yours very truly, 

R.B. Haldane 
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[PRO, PC 8/672, file 101,390 (signed typescript); extract (wrongly cited) in Ashby 
and Anderson, Haldane on Education, p.92.] [> 629] 


[627] 23 March 1909. Pope to King. 


Oxford, 
23 March 1909. 
Dear Percy, 

Ward turned up here yesterday afternoon for a talk, bringing with him amongst 
other things, a letter from Lewis Fry [625]. Fry has been allowed to believe that our 
teachers get a share of our students’ fees, and supposed that when we talked about 
‘the terms and conditions’ under which our masters served we referred to this! 

Ward will inform him that there is no sharing of fees and that our ‘terms and 
conditions’ will be found in our usual printed agreement form, which Ferrier & co 
will have to sign. 

We gathered from Fry’s letter that he agreed to fixed salaries as follows: Ferrier 
£435, Broadbent £170, Lees £140. and OJ. Williams £150, and of course, if they 
sign our agreement, they will be, as regards hours of work, on the same level as our 
own men.*° 

Fry objects, however, to the salaries being mentioned in the schedule to the 
charter. I have, therefore, suggested to Ward that it would be well, before the draft is 
agreed to, to leave with FitzRoy a memorandum stating that these four teachers are 
to receive the salaries mentioned, and to sign our agreement, so that if any dispute 
arises, there may be evidence of what the terms really were. 

Ward liked the idea of asking Lord Cromer to open our buildings very much, so 
that if the Master likes it too, I will attack Lord C. first.°” 

I am drafting the annual report on our College. Will you kindly let Smith make 
out the abstract of accounts that you would like inserted. Before long I must ask for 
a meeting of the Management Committee to pass the report, and should like it to be 
on some Wednesday in April, but am waiting in order to know when the Finance 
Committee and the Hall may want to meet. 

Ward and I talked about S.M.V.’s representatives on the University. We both agreed 
that the three already mentioned for the Council — you, T.R. Davey and Wertheimer — 
could not be improved upon, and that the ten members of the Court should be taken 
partly from the senior past Masters and partly from juniors not past the chair. 

Yours very truly, 

George H. Pope. 


[BRO, SMV/5/6/2/6 (holograph).] 


6 Frank Broadbent, a recent London graduate, was UCB Lecturer in Engineering (and continued teaching 
at the University until 1915, taking the MSc in 1918); J. Lees was Assistant Lecturer and Demonstrator in 
Engineering; Williams was Lecturer in Electrical Technology: UBSC, DM 506/59, pp. 206-7; Univ. Lond. 
Rec., p. 331; Severn, Faculty of Engineering, pp. 17,261. 

°°” After 24 years in virtual control of Egypt, Cromer had returned to England in 1907, and was active 
in opposing women’s suffrage, alongside the Bristol MP Charles Hobhouse [564]: ODNB; E.R.J. Owen, 
Lord Cromer: Victorian Imperalist, Edwardian Proconsul (Oxford, 2004). In the event the opening was 
performed by Lord Reay [653]. 
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[628] 23 March 1909. Wertheimer to Ward 


March 23rd, 1909. 
Dear Mr Ward, 

(1) Herewith I enclose a copy of a letter received by the Treasurer to-day from 
Messrs Benson & Co. 

(2) We have from Ferrier an admission that the hours for evening classes previously 
mentioned are less than those which the men would have been employed [sic], if the 
whole of the programme of evening classes had been carried out. 

(3) No doubt it is desirable that University professors should have some time free 
for research work, provided that official time thus assigned is used for the purpose 
in question; I do not remember hearing that Ferrier had done any research work in 
recent years, but it is possible that this is the case. 

(4) Ferrier cannot ask for control of the Engineering Department, for, in place 
of being a single professor of Engineering, he will be one of four, and, if each man 
claimed [absolute deleted] control of his division, chaos must result, since they must 
all work in together. 

(5) No doubt Ferrier and other University members of the staff will be much more 
independent of the Principal of our College than has hitherto been the case, for the 
Faculty and the Senate will have large control, but I do not think we can give him any 
control of finance except such as we give our professors at present by allowing them 
reasonable discretion as to petty cash, etc. 

(6) The information now sent in regard to O.J. Williams differs very largely indeed 
from what was sent before and I think we should ask for an explanation as to the 
discrepancy. The differences are as follows: We were told that he taught day laboratory 
classes for 18 hours; now it is stated that he only teaches them for 12 hours. We were 
also told under the head of College work that he spent 16 hours a week in performing 
‘other kind of work in the College’; he now alleges that he does no such work. 

(7) No doubt you will be kind enough to advise with the Treasurer as to what reply 
should be sent to this letter. 

(8) Iam sending a copy of this letter to Messrs Pope and King. 

Yours very truly, 

(signed) J. Wertheimer, Principal. 


[BRO, SMV/5/6/26 (typescript file copy; original sent express to Ward at the United 
University Club); see above 620 and McGrath, MVB, p. 507.] 


[629] 23 March 1909. FitzRoy to Haldane 
55, Lower Belgrave Street, S.W. 
Mar. 23. 1909. 
My dear Haldane, 

We have always had such a letter, as Mr Arrowsmith asks for [621], in intention, 
and from what I hear of the prospect of settlement with the Merchant Venturers, the 
time has, I think, come to launch it. 

I have been laid up here for a week! 

Yours very truly, 

Almeric FitzRoy. 


[UBSC, DM 219, ser. 1 (holograph); responding to 626.] 


428 Bristol University: Conception to Foundation 


[630] 23 March 1909. Pope to Heath 


60, Banbury Road, Oxford. 
23 March 1909. 
Dear Dr Heath, 

I have reason to think that, for good or evil, the Merchant Venturers will provide 
the Engineering Faculty in the University of Bristol, and that an arrangement to that 
effect will be concluded in a few days’ time and embodied in the charter. I hope the 
terms will not prevent the continued development of our College as a whole, and 
will not allow the interests of the industrial class, who have always been our especial 
clients, to be prejudicially affected. 

These are matters which have produced a vast amount of discussion, and, if it 
should turn out that they have not been secured, I think the proposed arrangement 
will not be for the advantage of education in Bristol. 

I will let you know when the business is settled; and you will, of course, have no 
difficulty in procuring copies of the charter. 

Yours very truly, 

(sgd) George H. Pope. 


[PRO, ED 119/8 (typescript copy).] 
[631] 23 March 1909. Ward to Fry 


United University Club, Pall Mall East, S.W. 
23. March 1909. 
Dear Mr Fry, 

I am in receipt of your letter of the 20th inst. [625] in which you accept the 
additions to clauses 4 and 7 of the agreement [618]. 

With reference to clause 16, you are under a misapprehension in understanding 
that the words ‘terms and conditions’ mean those prevailing in the Technical College 
as to participation in the fees of students. The members of our staff are paid wholly 
by salaries and do not participate in fees or grants. This has been so often stated that I 
am at a loss to understand how your misapprehension has arisen, especially as it was 
precisely the difference in the mode of payment that caused the difficulty, such as it 
was, in arranging the terms of transfer. 

By the words ‘terms and conditions’ we mean the printed agreement which all our 
teachers sign. 

Now that it is clearly understood what the salaries will be of those members of the 
UC. staff who will have the option of working in the Faculty of Engineering there 
is no objection to the deletion of the particulars of their salaries in accordance with 
your wish. 

I cannot acquiesce in your view with reference to the members of our staff <with> 
whose services we may have to dispense in consequence of the proposed elimination 
from the University curriculum of Chemical Engineering. In the present state of 
uncertainty, the result of the action of the University Committee, it is only fair that 
we should give these gentlemen notice of the precarious tenure of their present 
appointments. It seems impossible to forecast whether the Council of the University 
will take in this matter a view different from that of the University Committee and 
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will prescribe courses in Chemical Engineering leading to degrees, diplomas or 
certificates in the Faculty of Engineering. It is equally uncertain whether [in the event 
of the University prescribing such courses they would be undertaken by the Society 
altered to| such courses if prescribed by the University should be undertaken by the 
Society in the exercise of its option. The limitation of Chemical work at the Technical 
College originated you will remember with your Committee and was only accepted 
by us with reluctance, and we therefore think that your Committee should use its best 
endeavour to prevent these gentlemen from being sufferers in consequence of such 
limitation. 
Yours very truly, 
W.W.W. 


[BRO, SMV/5/6/2/7 (holograph copy).] 
[632] 24 March 1909. Fry to Ward 


Goldney House, Clifton Hill, Bristol. 
24th March, 1909. 
Dear Mr Ward, 

I have to thank you for your letter of yesterday [631]. With regard to clause 
16 there is really no difference between us about participation in fees. We quite 
understand there is to be no such participation. My expression ‘conditions 
prevailing in your College as to participation in fees’ intended this, but was 
somewhat carelessly put. 

But, as regards your form of printed agreement, a copy of which I have seen, 
neither Abbot nor I intended to adopt that when we had our interview with you; and 
our men were to be left to the terms of their subsisting engagements save as regards 
participation in fees, and we cannot possibly accept your form. 

I note your assent to the deletion of particulars of salaries and also what you say as 
regards the members of your staff whose services you will probably dispense with. 

Believe me, yours very truly, 

(signed) Lewis Fry. 


[BRO, SMV/5/6/2/7 (typescript copy).] [> 635] 
[633] 24 March 1909. Pope to King 


Oxford, 
24 March 1909. 
Dear Percy, 

I am sorry to hear about Mrs King, and hope that you won’t get the ‘flu’ also. 
That would be a catastrophe at the present moment especially. By the bye, I see that 
FitzRoy has it. 

I note the 2nd April at 11.30 for a C.B.S. [Colston’s Boarding School] committee 
meeting. I quite agree with what you say about borrowing. My conservative mind 
revolts against running into debt in a way which the Trust has never asked before, 
and I hope Mervyn [King]’s enthusiasm for immediate perfection will not induce him 
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to press it. Moreover the Board of Education has a habit of asking for more than it 
expects to get, and it makes fresh demands every year or so. Consequently, to give it 
more than it asks for on any one occasion is throwing away something which would 
stop its mouth on the next occasion, and if not the ‘superfluity of naughtiness’ that 
someone has spoken of, it is at any rate superfluity of amiability. 

The last paragraph in Ferrier’s letter [620], to which you refer shews that he has an 
absolutely mistaken idea of what our agreement with the U.C. is, and what his position 
would be if he came over to us. I have suggested to Ward that he should explain the 
fact to Lewis Fry and also perhaps arrange with you for similar information to be sent 
to Mr Benson. Perhaps a copy of our agreement with teachers might help towards an 
understanding of the position. 

Ferrier’s notion that he (and the five other professors) in our Faculty should be 
virtually independent, without subordination to the Principal of the College, and each 
of them individually responsible only to the University authorities for the teaching, 
discipline, administration and finance of his department (i.e. one sixth of the Faculty) 
is of course ridiculous, besides being in complete contradiction of our agreement. 
He wants to ignore the S.M.V. altogether and consider himself a servant of the 
University only. By our agreement and the draft charter it is the teaching alone over 
which the University authorities have control, and their control over this is not direct 
(they cannot dismiss teachers &c.), it is indirect, i.e. they lay down a curriculum and 
S.M.V. undertakes to carry it out efficiently. But the teachers by whom this is to be 
done are S.M.V. servants, subject to the ordinary conditions under which our teachers 
work, and the regular grades of subordination. No one in the College is independent. 
The assistant teachers are all subordinate to the Principal and he is to the Society. 

Apart from their indirect control of the teaching, the University authorities have 
no right of interference whatever. The ‘discipline, administration and finance’ that 
Ferrier speaks of concern the Society only. 

Ferrier’s letter will doubtless delay the conclusion of the agreement and I doubt 
whether Ward will be ready for a Hall by the 3rd August [corrected in MS to ‘April’ ]. 
Before he knew of this letter, he was thinking of asking for a Hall on Tuesday the 
6th because he has to be in Bristol on the Sth, but it is impossible to say now when 
matters will be ripe for a meeting. I expect to be down on the 30th instant for the 
inside of the week. 

Yours very truly, 

George H. Pope. 
I may have to come up to London tomorrow to see Ward. 


[BRO, SMV/5/6/2/6 (holograph).] 
[634] 24 March 1909. Ward to King 


United University Club, Pall Mall East, S.W. 
24. March 1909. 
Dear Percy, 
As regards the arrangements with Ferrier, Williams and others I think our right 
course is to submit to them drafts of the agreements of their engagement with us. 
The agreements will have to be made in accordance with the provisions of the 
charter, and when that is completed, had I should think better be settled by Council. 
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If their agreements are not to the liking of the gentlemen in question, they will not 
exercise their option of taking the appointments under us. 

At the present time it appears to me premature to do anything beyond obtaining 
material to enable us to prepare agreements in accordance with the letter of the 
charter. 

If you would kindly show this letter to the Principal it would save me writing 
another letter. 

No news from the P.C. today. I shall write and say we are waiting for a print of the 
charter as finally settles to submit to the Hall for adoption. 

Yours very sincerely, 

W.W. Ward. 


[BRO, SMV/5/6/2/6 (holograph).] 
[635] 25 March 1909. Ward to Fry 


United University Club, Pall Mall East, S.W. 
25. March 1909. 
Dear Mr Fry, 

Thank you for your letter of yesterday’s date [632] which very much clears 
the ground. The only question now outstanding — what are the terms (other than 
salaries) to be offered to your men. I have not the requisite knowledge to enable 
me to go into details but it seems to me that: I. The existing agreements both of 
the Society and U.C. will have to be remodelled so as to correspond with the new 
conditions; and II. To insure the smooth and effective working of the Faculty the 
teachers must be [subordinate and deleted] responsible to the Head, the Head to 
the Society, the Society to the University, with right of appeal at each link in the 
chain. 

Yours very truly, 

W.W. Ward. 


[BRO, SMV/5/6/2/7 (holograph).] [> 637] 
[636] 26 March 1909. FitzRoy to the Town Clerk 


[Privy Council Office, Whitehall, S.W.] 
26th March, 1909. 
Sir, 

The Committee of Council have under their careful consideration the question of 
the grant of a charter for the establishment of a University in Bristol. 

It is clear that the success of the University must largely depend upon the financial 
resources with which it is equipped at the start. 

The petition of the Lord Mayor, Aldermen and Burgesses of the City of Bristol 
lodged at this office on the 30th July last [541], recited a resolution of the Council of 
the City, to the effect that the Council would ‘undertake to give financial assistance 
to such University in the event of a charter for its establishment being obtained, 
provided arrangements as to the constitution of the University satisfactory to the 
Council have been made’. 
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The amount of upwards of £203,000 given or promised by private individuals 
towards the expenses of the proposed University, warrants, in the opinion of the 
Committee, a hope that the Council of the City, as representing the whole community 
of Bristol, will be disposed to act liberally towards the provision of a sufficient annual 
income for the University. 

The Council of the City is probably aware that the promoters of the charter and the 
Society of Merchant Venturers have, after somewhat prolonged negotiations, arrived 
at an agreement. 

Under these circumstances it appears to the Committee of Council that the advice 
it will be their duty to tender to His Majesty now mainly depends upon their being 
satisfied that the proposed University will be adequately furnished with funds on its 
foundation, and I am to request that you will move the Council of the City to give 
the Committee some definite indication of the measure of financial assistance it is 
prepared to furnish. 

Iam, Sir, your obedient servant, 

A.W. FitzRoy. 


[PRO, PC 8/672, file 101,390 (signed typescript copy).] [> 645] 
[637] 27 March 1909. Fry to Ward 


Goldney House, Clifton Hill, Bristol. 
27th March, 1909. 
Dear Mr Ward, 
In reply to your letter of the 25th [635] I cannot allow that there is any question 
outstanding as to the terms of employment (other than salaries) offered to our men. 
Those terms except as to the method of providing salaries are their present terms, 
particulars of which have been long since given to the Society; but, lest there should 
be any further misconception now, and in order that there may be no possible 
misinterpretation hereafter, we have come to the conclusion that it is necessary to 
reduce the ambiguous expression in clause 16 to what we really mean, so we are 
passing the matter over to our Solicitors to revise that expression and send it to Mr 
King [638]. 
As regards the two members of your staff to whom we are giving notice, I quite 
hope that we shall be able to find places for them in the University. 
Believe me, yours very truly, 
(signed) Lewis Fry. 


[BRO, SMV/5/6/2/7 (typescript copy).] [> 638, 639] 
[638] 27 March 1909. Benson, Carpenter, Cross & Co to King 


Bank Chambers, Corn Street, Bristol. 
27 March 1909. 
Dear Sir, 
Bristol University. 
In consequence of some correspondence which has lately passed between Mr Fry 
and Mr Ward [634—5, 637], we are instructed to send you a copy of the terms in 
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which it is intended to submit to the Privy Council the paragraph in clause 16 of the 
proposed agreement relating to the terms upon which Messrs Ferrier, Broadbent, 
Lees and Williams should have the option of holding their appointments in the 
Faculty of Engineering. 

We are to point out that the only intended variation from the present terms of 
engagement of those gentlemen is the substitution of fixed salaries for salaries partly 
dependent on participation in fees, in order to meet in that respect the practice of your 
Society. 

In all other respects their present agreements, copies of which you have had, hold 
good. 

We are to add that arrangements are in contemplation for offering Messrs Rixon 
and I. Williams appointments in lieu of those they are losing. 

We are, dear Sir, yours truly, 

(signed) Benson, Carpenter, Cross & Co. 


Paragraph in clause 16 referred to. 
‘And that the following members of the Engineering staff of University College (or 
those occupying corresponding positions in the College whenever this agreement shall 
come into operation) shall have the option of holding in the Faculty of Engineering 
upon and under their present terms and conditions save as to participation in fees but 
at salaries equivalent to their present annual remuneration the following posts in that 
Faculty, viz.’ 


[BRO, SMV/5/6/2/7 (copy in Ward’s hand, on Merchants’ Hall writing paper with all 
but ‘Bristol’ deleted from printed letterhead).] [> 643] 


[639] 29 March 1909. Ward to Fry 


United University Club. 
29 March 1909. 
Dear Mr Fry, 

Your letter of the 27th inst. [637] received this morning is a disappointment to me 
because I had hoped that we should have been able to to settle the question that has 
arisen as regards the agreement with teachers without much difficulty. Though you 
are passing the matter back to your solicitors I venture to write to you once again 
direct, as Chairman of the University Committee, because I know that you wish as 
much as I do that the agreement between the University and the Society should be 
free from patent ambiguities, and should lay down lines conducive to the success of 
the Faculty of Engineering. 

In the light of our present knowledge to provide that the members of our respective 
staffs should hold their appointments upon their present conditions seems to me 
simply to court disaster and to involve an appeal to the Privy Council under clause 
21 as soon as the charter is granted. Take in the first place the Society’s printed 
agreement (and with reference to this I should like to say at once that I did not know 
the terms of this agreement when I saw you and Abbot at Shannon Court or when 
I wrote to you on the 23rd inst. [631]). How can we provide that professors etc. in 
the Faculty shall hold on such terms — contradictory as they are to the terms of the 
charter in such essential matters as the power to prescribe teaching and the power 
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of dismissal? It seems to me most undesirable that we should deliberately introduce 
such contradictions in the agreement scheduled to the charter. 

But the objections to the transfer of the members of your staff simply on their 
present terms and conditions are even greater. Not only are [their corrected in 
MS to] the terms no less contradictory to the charter than our terms, but they are 
embodied in no formal document and have to be ascertained from correspondence 
and the recollection of parties. In this state of things great weight must be attached 
to what the parties say and I find that Professor Ferrier claims for himself not only 
the educational but the administrative and financial control of his department subject 
to the authority of the Council. I do not know whether you and Professor Lloyd 
Morgan accept this view of his position; but even were it a state of things possible 
in University College where there was no other Professor of Engineering it is clearly 
impossible under the new regime when he will many many professorial colleagues 
whose work and whose time tables will have to be co-ordinated with his own, and 
where all financial matters must be referred to the Society. 

The responsibility for the curriculum and teaching of the Faculty and the modes of 
appointment and dismissal of members of the staff are provided for by the charter; the 
salaries to be paid have been settled by agreement; but it is clear that contradictions 
between the terms and conditions and the charter must be removed and that the 
administrative and financial powers of members of the staff must be defined. 

I shall be in Bristol on Monday next and have no engagement except at 2 o’clock. 
Do you not think that if we had a meeting confined to you and Professor Lloyd 
Morgan on one side and Professor Wertheimer and myself on the other we might 
‘without prejudice’ formulate a scheme that we could recommend to our respective 
committees? 

Yours very truly, 

(signed) W.W. Ward. 


[BRO, SMV/5/6/2/7 (corrected typescipt copy).] [> 641] 
[640] 31 March 1909. Ward to King 


United University Club, Pall Mall East, S.W. 
31. March 1909. 
Dear Percy, 

Thank you for yours and enclosures received today. 

I had a long interview with the Deputy Clerk of the P.C. today but cannot tell how 
far I impressed him. They are naturally getting sick of the whole thing and rather take 
the line that this is <a> small matter which the University will deal with, and that no 
reasonable man in Ferrier’s position could claim financial and administrative control 
and that if he did he would be dismissed. I rubbed in the necessity of getting the draft 
agreement amended and the matter was left that we should send in a formal response 
after our meeting with Lewis Fry. I intimated quite clearly that the question was a 
more serious one and took my full share of the blame for not having raised it before. 
One of the difficulties in all our negotiations has been the disposition of the other side 
to bang the door whenever we have made a suggestion, and though hitherto we have 
been partly successful in forcing the door it is I think quite possible that there will be 
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impatience about the delay and a disinclination to discuss the question.®** A position 
will then arise which must be considered by the negotiators, the Fire Committee, and 
I assume the Hall. I go to Cornwall tomorrow as you know and to my brother at Box 
on Saturday (Box House, Box) and shall come to Bristol on Monday morning when 
it would be useful to have a meeting of the negotiators if possible. I will let you know 
as soon as I hear from Lewis Fry. Would you please show this letter to Pope as I am 
just catching the post. 
Yours very sincerely, 
W.W. Ward. 


[BRO, SMV/5/6/2/7 (holograph).] 
[641] 1 April 1909. Fry to Ward (first letter) 


Goldney House, Clifton Hill, Bristol, 
Ist. April 1909. 
Dear Mr Ward, 

I am in receipt of your letter of the 29th ultimo [639]. 

I am unable to understand wherein lie the contradictions between the conditions 
under which Professor Ferrier holds his appointment at University College and the 
terms of the charter or its 3rd schedule. 

It will be conducive to clearness if I briefly set forth what these conditions are: 

The tenure of his professorship is terminable by three months written notice on 
either side. 

He is required to give up the whole of his time to the work of the College during 
term time. 

He is directly responsible to the Council for the conduct of the instruction in 
Engineering and conjointly with the Professors of Mathematics, Chemistry, Physics, 
and Geology for the conduct of the work of the Engineering Department as a whole. 

I may add that his administrative duties are confined to the department of which 
he has charge, and that all questions of finance are in the hands of the Council. 
The responsibility of Professor Ferrier for carrying out the work prescribed by the 
University will, of course, in future be to the Society as it was heretofore to the 
Council of U.C. Similarly all questions of finance will be in the hands of the Society 
instead of those of the Council of University College. 

You are in error in supposing that these conditions have to be ascertained from 
correspondence and the recollections of parties. We have supplied Professor 
Wertheimer with a copy of the statement I issued to applicants for the post which 
Professor Ferrier now holds. I enclose another copy. In accepting the chair he agreed 
in writing to these conditions and to tenure subject to three months written notice on 
either side. 

It appears to me that the proposed transference would involve no more than is 
stated in the following conditions: 

Each lecturer shall be responsible to the head of his department for the discharge 
of his responsibilities. Professor Ferrier shall be responsible to the Society for the 
adequate discharge of his duties and for the work of the lecturers in his department; 
conjointly with other heads of department he shall be responsible to the Society for 


®8 Miswritten ‘parlty’ for ‘partly’ and ‘thing’ for ‘think’. 
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the due coordination of the work of his department with that of the other departments 
of the Faculty. 

I do not see that there is anything in the above which in any way conflicts with the 
charter or our agreement scheduled thereto. 

With regard to the relations between your Society and the present members of 
your Engineering staff the University Committee has no opinion to offer in as much 
as the matter lies in the hands of your Society. 

There would I presume be no more difficulty in coordinating the work of the four 
Engineering Departments in Bristol than there is in similarly coordinating the work 
of the three Engineering Departments (with three professors) in Birmingham. This 
is clearly a matter for arrangement within the Faculty under the chairmanship of its 
Dean. 

Unless there is some further point concerning which I have not been supplied with 
information there does not seem anything to discuss at the meeting you suggest. In 
any case I feel that any further correspondence upon the points you raise would more 
conveniently be carried on officially between Mr Percy King and our solicitors. 

Yours very truly, 

(signed) Lewis Fry. 


[BRO, SMV/5/6/2/6 (cyclostyled MS and typed copies).] 
[642] 1 April 1909. Fry to Ward (second letter) 


Goldney House, Clifton Hill, Bristol. 
1 April 1909. 
Private. 
Dear Mr Ward, 

You will not I know take the concluding sentence of the enclosed letter [641] in any 
unfriendly sense but I feel that further correspondence, if any, on the points raised in 
your letter would more conveniently go thro’ the recognized media of communication 
between your Society and the University Committee and so be recorded in orderly 
fashion. Nonetheless I shall when you are in Bristol be, as always, happy to see you 
as an old friend. 

Yours v. truly, 

Lewis Fry. 


[BRO, SMV/5/6/2/7 (holograph), with another cyclostyled copy of the above.] 
[643] 5 April 1909. Wertheimer to Ward 


Merchant Venturers’ Technical College, Bristol. 
April 3rd, 1909. 
Dear Mr Ward, 

(1) I enclose herewith a copy of Mr Fry’s letter to you dated the Ist instant [641]; 

I have returned the original to the Treasurer. 
(2) The letter certainly clears up matters considerably, but on reading it carefully, 
I am inclined to think that it evades one important point, viz. the responsibility 
of Flerrier] & co. to the Society through the Principal of their College; perhaps, 
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however, you feel sure that so long as their responsibility to the Society is admitted, 
this point is met. 

(3) The reason for my opinion is that Mr F. is careful to point out that Flerrier] 
is ‘directly responsible to the Council’. He also alludes to Birmingham where the 
conditions are absolutely different from those at Manchester or here, for the several 
professors are independent of everybody except the Council of the University, while 
in the part of the University of Manchester corresponding to our proposed Faculty 
of Engineering, they are responsible to the Governors of the institution through the 
Principal. 

(4) Moreover, the point at issue has only been raised in your letter in a manner that 
is not perfectly definite, viz. in your letter of the 25th ultimo where you speak of the 
teachers being ‘responsible to the head’ and the ‘head to the Society’; without further 
explanation this may be understood — as I am inclined to think Mr F. does understand 
it — to mean only that the teachers are responsible to the respective heads of their 
departments. 

(5) I venture, therefore, to suggest that in the formal reply which will, I suppose, 
now be sent by the Treasurer to the last letter of Blenson] & Co., the position as we 
understand it should be specifically stated, allusion should be made to the extract 
from F.’s letter forwarded by B. & Co. [638] and to the state of affairs at Manchester, 
and a copy of the conditions in regard to the post now vacant in the Faculty of 
Technology there should be enclosed. 

(6) I shall hold myself in readiness to go to the Merchants’ Hall on Monday 
morning at such time as you may require me. 

(7) am sending a copy of this letter to Mr Pope and also a copy of Mr Fry’s letter. 

Yours very truly, 

[blank] Principal. 


[BRO, SMV/5/6/2/6 (typescript copy with MS corrections).] 
[644] 7 April 1909. Wertheimer to Lloyd Morgan 


April 7th, 1909. 
Dear Lloyd Morgan, 

With reference to the second paragraph of your letter of the 6th instant, I think 
it well to put on record what I mentioned to you in the course of our conversation 
on Monday, viz. that my view is that, just as in the Faculty of Technology of the 
University of Manchester, the entire staff of the College, including the University 
professors and lecturers, should be responsible to the Principal of our College (as 
representing the Society) in the first instance. 

The courses of study will be prescribed by the University and the supervision and 
control of the courses will rest with them. 

Your very truly, 

[blank] Principal. 


[BRO, SMV/5/6/2/6 (typescript copy with MS corrections).] 
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[645] 7 April 1909. Wertheimer to Ward 


M.V.T. College Bristol 
7th April, 1909. 
Dear Mr Ward, 

I am sorry to have to bombard you with yet another letter, but I think it well to 
let you know that I met Burt last night who told me that he is certain that the Privy 
Council has written to the Corporation to ask the latter what they propose to do to 
assist the University; also that the Town Clerk stated that he had been informed that 
an agreement between S.M.V. and the U.C. had been definitely settled.°” 

The Corporation sub-committee, acting on this information, has decided to 
recommend the UC. of the Corporation™ to advise the Town Council to grant the 
produce of a penny rate to the University, approximately £4,000 to be devoted to 
general University purposes, and approximately £3,500 to scholarships, the grant to 
be an annual one and subject to such conditions as the Corporation may from time to 
time prescribe. 

I have suggested to Burt that some part of this grant, if made, ought to be allotted 
by the University to the Faculty of Engineering. 

On re-reading Lloyd-Morgan’s letter of the 6th instant I have thought it well to 
send the letter, a copy of which I enclose herewith [644], so that my view of the 
matter may stand on record side by side with his. I am sending copies of this letter to 
the Secretary and Treasurer. 

With best wishes for a pleasant Easter. Your very truly, 

[blank] Principal. 


[BRO, SMV/5/6/2/6 (typescript copy with MS corrections).] 
[646] 16 April 1909. Wertheimer to Pope 


PRIVATE. [Merchant Venturers’ Technical College.] 
April 16th, 1909. 
My dear Sir, 

Alderman Pearson tells me that the University Committee of the Corporation 
decided yesterday to recommend the Council to vote a penny rate towards the 
University; he says that the Privy Council asked what the city was prepared to do 
and stated that an agreement had been arrived at with the Merchant Venturers. If he 
is correctly informed, this seems very strange. 

I am sending a copy of this letter to Mr Ward and to the Treasurer. 

Yours very truly, 

J. Wertheimer, Principal. 


[BRO, SMV/5/6/2/7 (typescript copy).] 


°° Edward Burt, City Councillor; the first part of his report was correct [636]; the SMV was still seeking 
for clarification. 

“ Distinguishing the City Council’s ‘University Committee’ from the promoters’ Committee (as meant 
by the more normal usage of *U.C.’ in the paragraph). 
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[647] 17 April 1909. Ward to King 


Barnes Cottage, Mawnan Smith, Falmouth. 
17. April 1909. 
Dear Percy, 

I got down here last night and shall be here now till the end of the month when 
we are off to Italy. I have just returned Pope the draft letter amended in the light of 
his and Wertheimer’s suggestions — when finally approved by you and the others 
the sooner Benson & Co. get it the better. In the face of this letter the University 
will never be able to complain if the Society refuses to maintain the Faculty unless 
economies are effected. Of course the period of transition must be expensive; we 
always knew that, but there must be one set of vacations and those run essentially 
in the College, and we cannot be expected to maintain in perpetuity three teachers 
for fifteen students. Thank you for the extract from the Master’s letter — admirably 
expressed and quite to the point. He evidently knows the position. 

As regards the future, it seems to me to be in a nutshell! If the Council of the 
University are reasonable, no difficulty will arise — if they are unreasonable and try 
and bleed us we shall part company. We must give them a little time to show their 
disposition. 

Yours very truly, 

W.W. Ward. 


[BRO, SMV/5/6/2/7 (holograph); see McGrath, MVB, pp. 508-9.] 
[648] 19 April 1909. King to Benson, Carpenter, Cross & Co. 


Merchants’ Hall, Bristol. 
19 April, 1909. 
Dear Sirs, 

I am now able to write to you on the subject of the appointments to be held by the 
staff of the Faculty of Engineering. 

In the first place my Committee wish me to express their cordial recognition of the 
assistance given to them in this matter by the letter addressed by Mr Fry to Mr Ward 
on the Ist instant [641]. They gladly accept it as laying down the principles on which 
the Faculty should be worked and as relieving them from the necessity of referring to 
those views of Professor Ferrier on administration and finance with which they were 
unable to agree. 

The principles being accepted, the details must be left for the University and the 
Society to adjust hereafter, but there are one or two points which my Committee 
think should be brought before the notice of the University Committee at the present 
time, with the view of avoiding misapprehension in the future. 

My Committee have little doubt that, for the purpose of insuring the smooth and 
efficient working of the Faculty, the Society, while fully recognising the responsibility 
of each member of the staff to itself, will look to the Principal of the College (who will 
be also Dean of the Faculty) to be its representative, to exercise a general supervision 
of the institution as a whole, and to be the channel through which, in the first instance, 
it will receive and make, from and to the heads of the various departments in the 
Faculty, all communications on financial and administrative matters. 
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They also fail to see how the Society will be able to maintain the Faculty in the 
College, and with reasonable regard to economy, unless, in accordance with the 
practice adopted at Manchester, the vacations of the staff of the Faculty correspond 
with those of the non-University part of the College. 

Again, it would appear that the Civil Engineering Department will start with only 
15 students at most, for whom a staff of one professor and two lecturers receiving 
salaries amounting in the aggregate to £745 a year will be provided. My Committee 
are satisfied that the Society will not feel justified in applying either its own funds 
or those derived from other sources in the continuation of such an uneconomical 
system, especially as the head of the department will be relieved from his present 
work of supervising other departments. They therefore propose that the work of these 
three gentlemen should not be confined to the Department of Civil Engineering, but 
that, pending the increase of students, they should be prepared to assist in other work 
in the Faculty. 

For the reasons indicated in the foregoing remarks, as well as with the view of 
avoiding doubts and difficulties in interpretation, which the recent correspondence 
has already disclosed, my Committee suggest that it would be better to omit from 
the scheduled agreement all reference to the present terms and conditions (except as 
regards salaries) and so leave the hands of the University and the Society free to define 
the duties of the members of the staff after experience has shown the exigencies of 
the situation. Subject to this amendment my Committee will recommend the charter 
and scheduled agreement, as now printed, for adoption by the Society. 

I making their observations my Committee wish me to add that they do not anticipate 
that any difference of opinion in the adjustment of the matters above mentioned will 
arise between the University and the Society; on the contrary they are confident that 
the elaboration of details is best left in the hands of those whose common object will 
be the good management and success of the Faculty of Engineering. 

Iam, dear Sirs, yours truly, 

(signed) Percy L. King. 


[BRO, SMV/5/6/2/7 (cyclostyled MS copy; typescript also in file).] 
[649] 19 April 1909. A Clifton ratepayer to the Editor of the Times and Mirror 


Sir, 

On Tuesday [20th] the Corporation is to be asked to sanction £7,000 annually 
to the Bristol University, or 1d. rate in the pound; to increase salaries of the Chief 
Constable, solicitor in Town Clerk’s office, and two dock officials. All very good 
objects in their way, but the Council has to be just to the ratepayers, before it is 
generous in voting away their money. 

Candidly speaking, in the present parlous condition of the city, with rates at 9s. 
1d., and a diminishing revenue from empty shops — the loss on ‘voids’ for last year 
being £44,500 — the citizens clogged with municipal trading, electricity which does 
not pay, the Royal Edward Dock practically insolvent, towards which the ratepayers 
have to contribute this year £154,000 (or Is. 10d. rate),“! Councillors should pause, 
and endeavour to decrease, not increase, expenditure. 


“! The figure is correct, representing a 440% increase of rate-in-aid over four years: Neale, Port, ii, pp. 
78-80. 
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High rates here, and in other reckless boroughs, are producing the inevitable result 
— empty houses and diminished security for interest on loans — causing the banks to 
take alarm, and in Tottenham and other places they have refused to allow councils an 
overdraft. 

It would be a blessing to the ratepayers here if the Bristol bankers adopted a similar 
attitude, for our indebtedness now is nearly the equivalent of 5s. rate for interest on 
loans and sinking funds. 

Yours faithfully, 

Clifton Ratepayer. 
April 19. 
[Postscript on railways omitted.] 


[Bristol Times and Mirror, 20 April; UBSC, Press Cuttings Book 4 Dec. 1908 —- 1 
Oct. 1909, p. 72.] 


[650] 20 April 1909. City Council vote of financial assistance 


20 April 1909. The Right Honourable the Lord Mayor, Edward Robinson in the chair. 

[List of Aldermen and Councillors present, and other business.] 

Read the following report from the University Committee, namely: 

Your Committee remind the Council that at their meeting held on the 11th 
February, 1908 [477], the Council appointed your Committee to consider and report 
on the question of giving financial assistance to the proposed University for Bristol 
and the West of England, and that at their meeting held on the 5th May, 1908 [500], 
the Council adopted a report from your Committee therein and passed the following 
resolution, namely: 

‘That the Council do hereby approve ... has been made’ [as in 541]. 

The Council subsequently at their meeting on the 28th July 1908 [540], resolved 
that a petition under the City Seal should be presented to the Privy Council in support 
of the petition praying for a charter for a University for Bristol and the West of 
England [541]. 

Your Committee have given their most careful consideration to the provisions of 
the draft charter, copies of which have been circulated amongst the members of the 
Council, and are satisfied with the proposed constitution, which provides for the 
representation of all classes of the community in the government of the proposed 
University, and they therefore have no hesitation in recommending the Council to 
approve the proposed constitution, which they believe to be more comprehensive 
and democratic than any which has been established by any charter hitherto 
granted. 

Acommunication has recently been received from the Privy Council [636] pointing 
out that the advice which it would be their duty to tender to His Majesty on the 
question of the issue of a charter now mainly depends upon the Privy Council being 
satisfied that the proposed University would be adequately furnished with funds on 
its foundation, and requesting that the Council would give some definite indication 
of the measure of financial assistance which they are prepared to furnish. 

Your Committee having obtained particulars of the probable income which will be 
at the disposal of the University when established, recommend the Council to resolve 
that in the event of a charter being obtained, they will grant annually towards the 
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maintenance of the University, a sum not exceeding the amount which would from 
time to time be provided by a rate of Id. in the £. 

As regards the allocation of this sum, your Committee further recommend 
the Council to vote the sum of £4,000 annually towards the maintenance of the 
University, and such further sum per annum, estimated at about £3,000, as the Council 
may determine, subject to such arrangements being made for the establishment of 
maintenance or other scholarships, bursaries and other assistance for Bristol students, 
as may from time to time be agreed between the Council and the University. 

On the motion of Dr Cook it was resolved: 

“That the report be approved’. 

And thereupon it was resolved: 

‘That this Council pledges itself in the event of a charter for a University for 
Bristol being obtained, to grant annually towards the maintenance of the University 
a sum not exceeding the amount which would be produced by a rate of Id. in the £1’. 

Resolved also: 

“That as regards such grant, £4,000, part thereof, shall be granted annually towards 
the general maintenance of the University, and that such further sum per annum 
(estimated at about £3 000) shall be granted as the Council may determine, subject ... 
University’ [as above]. 


[BRO, M/BCC/BC/1/27, pp. 133-6 (printed).] 
[651] 20 April 1909. Press report of Council meeting 


Bristol’s new University. The Corporation’s annual grant. 

Dr Cook proposed the adoption of a report of the University Committee 
recommending the Council to resolve that in the event of a charter for the new 
University being obtained, they would grant annually towards its maintenance a sum 
not exceeding the amount which would from time to time be produced at a rate of a 
penny in the £1. As regarded [sic] the allocation of this the Committee recommended 
the Council to vote £4000 towards the maintenance of the University, and a further 
sum estimated at about £3000 as the Council might determine, subject to such 
arrangements being made for the establishment of maintenance or other scholarships, 
bursaries, and other assistance for Bristol students, as might from time to time be 
agreed between the Council and the University. He said that to have to submit a 
proposal which involved an extra expenditure of £7000 per annum was one of the 
very utmost importance at this particular time, which he supposed he might call the 
darkest hour of their municipal existence. This matter had been under discussion, and 
they had arrived at the last stage, so far as the Council were concerned, in coming to 
a decision as to the amount of financial assistance they were prepared to offer. They 
had already passed a resolution undertaking to give financial assistance in the event 
of the charter being obtained, provided that arrangements as to the constitution of 
the University satisfactory to the Council were made [500]. The result was a charter 
which he believed every member of the Council had had sent to him. It would have 
been observed that the supreme governing body of the University, as was the case 
always, was a Court. That Court consisted of a very large number of members and 
met, perhaps for that very reason, seldom. The actual management of the University 
was placed in the Council of the University, and that consisted of 28 persons, upon 
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which the citizens of Bristol had a representation of five. The Merchant Venturers 
had a representation of three, and twelve persons were to be appointed by the Court, 
though, of course, the Court might select gentlemen who were also members of that 
Council. 

A democratic constitution. 

He had looked very carefully into the constitution of the Court and the Council, 
and compared it with the constitution of the courts and councils of the more recent 
universities. He was very pleased to be able to say that he found that constitution was 
of a more democratic and widely-spread character than was the council and court 
of any one of the modern universities. (Hear, hear.) He hoped that would supply 
to the citizens of Bristol an answer to the question whether the constitution of the 
charter was satisfactory to the Council. It was, of course, utterly impossible to put 
into a document of that sort the minor details, and therefore many of the details must 
of necessity be settled when the University was come into being. (Hear, hear.) The 
most important of the details had involved the relationship between the University 
and the Society of Merchant Venturers. He was very pleased to say that those two 
bodies had come to terms upon every essential point. The agreement as a schedule 
to the charter was ready for signature. He thought he might say that the points in 
the constitution of the charter which were left over from their meeting in May last 
had been satisfactorily settled. But now, before the Privy Council could advise His 
Majesty to grant the charter they desired to know the extent of the financial assistance 
which the University would receive from the City Council. He was well aware that 
he had a difficult task before him in showing that they were there taking a step 
which would result in financial benefit to the city. But he would ask them to consider 
the question from a somewhat wider point of view than that. The constitution of a 
university could not be wholly for the benefit of the people living immediately around 
that university, if the university was to do work of a character equivalent to the work 
they expected it to do. The value of the university ought to be world-wide. (Hear, 
hear.) Of course, it would do a great deal of good to the immediate surroundings, but 
they must not consider it solely from that point of view. They must consider it from 
the national point of view as well as from the local point of view. Other countries 
had for long realised the immense importance of providing university education for 
their peoples. For instance, France had 19 universities, Germany 20, Austria and 
Hungary 11, Russia 9, Switzerland 7, the Netherlands 5, and America 13. England, 
Scotland, Ireland and Wales had 16. There was an important difference between the 
universities on the Continent and the universities in this country. The universities 
upon the continent of Europe had realised the importance of higher education, and 
those universities were State supported. England seemed to have allowed the higher 
education to take its chance. This country had, in a way, to muddle on, making its 
elementary foundation good — but he wished it were better — and to allow the higher 
kind of instruction to do the best it could, aided by private munificence and by local 
authorities. 

No faith in Government grants. 

That, continued the speaker, might sound like an argument in favour of a 
Government grant. He thought he might be excused for saying that if they had had 
such experience as he had had lately in trying to get extra grants from the Government, 
they would not look for a very great amount from that source. In fact, it seemed to 
him that one Government succeeded another and higher education was allowed to 


444 Bristol University: Conception to Foundation 


do the best it could no matter what Government was in power. Proceeding, he said 
he had to answer the question — What good would the University be to Bristol? 
(Mr Froud: Hear, hear.) He was going, first of all, to take it from the point of view 
that he was sure would appeal to Mr Froud. He was going to consider it, first of 
all, from the point of view of actual money matters. At present comparatively few 
of their fellow-citizens had subscribed towards the establishment of the University. 
He might remark in passing that, looking down that list, what a large proportion of 
it tobacco was! (Hear, hear.) The amount of money which was lying ready to be 
used for that purpose was over £200,000. In addition to that they had the buildings 
of University College and the land, which would be handed over to the University 
entirely, this adding another sum of about £50,000. In addition to that they had 
the use of a portion of the Merchant Venturers’ Technical College for the Faculty 
of Engineering, which would add another sum which he could not estimate. The 
advantage would be that they would have the interest of at least £250 ,000[,] because 
they would have professors, and would have workmen engaged in building.“” Then 
they would have a very large amount of students, which meant an expenditure in the 
city. He did not know whether Mr Froud had looked at it from that point of view, 
but even from that narrow point of view the thing was no loss, and if it were all loss 
and were not to return to the city one penny in actual cash value, the advantages to 
be obtained from that were incalculable.’ Was it reasonable for them to think that 
those Continental nations were so stupid as to spend immense sums of money as they 
did on university education for no reason at all? The Bristol University must do two 
things. It must teach and it must discover, and they must remember that they could 
not separate the one from the other. If a man was to be a good, a perfect teacher, he 
must also be to an extent a discoverer, and therefore the two things must go hand in 
hand. The University should teach its students so to reason and so to argue that their 
contradictions should be justified and not made without due consideration of every 
side of the subject. If that University was to be a success it must also be a place of 
discovery. Scientific discovery was of immense importance if we were to maintain 
our supremacy in the world. In our own generation the discoveries that had been 
made had revolutionised the whole world. We were living in a different state of 
existence from what our forefathers were fifty years ago. 

Matters to be solved. 

Proceeding, Dr Cook said he should like to point out one or two matters which 
he thought the universities of our time would have to solve. Take the case of 
the airship; it had come to stay. An improvement would have to be made in the 
construction of those infants which would have considerable influence upon the 
life of citizens in the future. Bristol took a great part in the conquest of the Atlantic; 
he wondered if Bristol would take a great part in the conquest of the air so far as 
airships went. There was no reason why it should not so far as he could see. Passing 
on to what he called the energy question, he said that supposing he took one ton of 
coal under the boiler of a steam engine, and he could compel the engine, electrical 
or otherwise, to give him out of that ton of coal just five per cent of the available 
energy in that coal, he would then have the most wonderful engine in the world. 
There was not an engine at the present time that would realise 24 per cent. of the 


*? He means (as in the next sentence) advantage to the city’s economy, though he should not have 


included fixed assets in the total sum generating disposable income. The implication that the professors 
would disperse riches among local tradesmen is also somewhat fanciful. 
“3 The reporter appears again to have lost the thread of the argument. 
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available energy in a ton of coal. Where had all that waste gone? Well, it had gone 
somewhere that the scientific man in the future, and the very immediate future, 
would have to solve. Tell him how he could realise 20 per cent. of the available 
energy in coal, and Germany could be allowed to build as many Dreadnoughts as 
she liked. (Laughter.) Another source of energy, which was particularly valuable 
to Bristol, was the utilisation of natural forces. That had been neglected for a very 
long time. If the solution of the energy wasted in the flow of the tides was brought 
to bear Bristol would be better suited than any other city in the world. Another 
thing was the problem of the food supply; knowledge in regard to that matter 
would have a very important bearing. Ten years ago Sir William Crooks [recte 
Crookes], in that city, told the scientific world that the area available for the growth 
of wheat was rapidly being exhausted and, founded upon figures which had never 
been contradicted, he went on to say that as soon as 1931 the available wheat area 
of the world would be taxed to its uttermost to provide wheat for the supply of the 
food of the people.“ That year was not very far off. The point would have to be 
solved, and it would have to be solved, he thought, by the help of those university 
laboratories and the students in them. Then was it not possible that the application 
of electricity may help two ears of wheat to grow where one grew at the present 
time? Those problems, and the problem from the medical side — the reduction of 
human suffering and the prolongation of life — were ones which those universities 
would have to undertake. With regard to the allocation of the amount asked for, 
he said that in no other university that had been founded in this country has so 
much been voted by the municipality for the provision of scholarships for its young 
people as in the case of Bristol. 

Opportunities for Bristol students. 

Commenting upon the opportunities that would thus be open to Bristol students, 
he said that only one thing would be insisted upon and that was ability. That one 
requirement being satisfied they could take that student, no matter what his parentage 
was, and put in his way opportunities that would enable him to reach the highest 
planks.* Asking his hearers to carefully consider the matter, he said they were going 
to legislate that day, not for themselves, but for their children, and their children’s 
children, who would derive benefit from the vote they were making that day. He 
hoped it would enable that city to take its place amongst the foremost cities in 
educational research. During his whole career he had endeavoured to give the very 
best of his time and attention to every subject that had come before him, and for the 
last two years, ever since the generous offer of Mr H.O. Wills of £100,000 — (hear, 
hear) — he hoped they would excuse him saying so — it had been a constant thought 
with him as to what course he should take in his duties to his fellow citizens in regard 
to that matter. He had come to the conclusion that they were going to make a wise 
expenditure of their money in the decision he hoped they would come to. (Hear, 
hear.) 

Alderman Elkins seconded, and said he did so with a full sense of responsibility. 
They had to realise in Bristol to-day that they were face to face with a serious 
responsibility, but he felt that he could conscientiously recommend the Council to 
accede to the resolution. 


*4 Crookes first stated his case in the presidential address to the Bristol meeting of the British Association 
in 1898; published in Science, new ser. 8, no. 200 (28 Oct. 1898), pp. 561-75; revised in response to 
criticism as The Wheat Problem (1899). 

®S Perhaps a shorthand error for ‘planes’. 
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Mr Whitefield said he was in the unhappy position of having to disagree with the 
resolution. He spoke for himself and himself alone. He was not able to say that the 
benefit to the masses, to whom he belonged, and from whom he came, was in any 
degree likely to be in proportion to the money spent. When he looked on education as 
it now was, it appeared, between the facilities up to the higher grade school, and the 
standard of education of the worker, that elementary education was largely a failure; 
it was fundamentally a failure as compared with what they anticipated it would be 
when they made a move in 1870. They saw evidence of that not merely in Bristol, 
but in every city. To what extent was this University going to improve the position 
of the masses? Would it be one out of 1000, leaving 999 where they were now? It 
would not be more. How far were the masses below the standard of the higher grade 
school? It was but very few who had come up to the standard of that education; and 
it was more in this direction that money was to be spent, in lifting the masses to the 
standard of the higher grade school. 

Is elementary education neglected? 

[Speeches of Councillor A.J. Saise and Alderman J.W.S. Dix reported.] 

The Lord Mayor said that the vote the Council were asked to pass was on a 
momentous question, one fraught with great importance to the influence and future 
pre-eminence of the city. From what he had heard there was really no objection to 
the University; the only question was as to the desirability and the capability of the 
city bearing the expense which a suitable contribution would involve. He hoped they 
would not obscure the vision of what a university should be by making too much 
of the penny rate. A penny held closely to the eye would obscure the vision of the 
sun, and if they harped continually on this penny rate they would obscure the great 
advantage of which cognisance should be taken. In spite of what was said about 
high rates, they need realise that Bristol, like all the great cities of England, was 
a prosperous city in every sense of the word. Let them look at the growth of the 
population, at the increase of public buildings, of banks, insurance offices, factories. 

Mr Whitefield: And our unemployed. 

Hope of democracy. 

The Lord Mayor replied that perhaps they would be able to devise means of 
dealing with the unemployed with the advantages of the University training. In 
spite of the unemployed and destitution, which he deplored as much as their friend 
who had spoken, their working classes were better fed and better housed and better 
educated than a few years ago. Many rode to their work on bicycles or tramcars. 
They all saw the growth of Bristol everywhere. Bristol was an ancient city, it was 
true, but they were in the springtime of their existence; this was a growing pain — 
(laughter) — and they would have to bear it. (Laughter.) They would be glad they had 
submitted to it (Laughter.) This was a vote specially in the interests of the children 
of the elementary schools, giving chances to the bright and diligent boys. It was the 
hope of the democracy for talented sons. It was useful for the middle classes, but it 
was a necessity for the talented children of their elementary schools. He hoped there 
would be no further delays. 

Alderman Twiggs supported the motion, observing that the University would 
materially benefit the masses to whom Mr Whitefield had referred. 

Mr GE. Davies spoke in further advocacy of the University scheme, describing the 
resolution as being a word of appreciation and thanks to all who had been working 
for the establishment of the University, and he pointed out that the result of all that 
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work was absolutely dependent upon that amount of financial aid which the Council 
was asked to grant. 

The resolution was put and the Lord Mayor declared that the ‘ayes’ had it. 

Only Mr Whitefield rising, the resolution was carried without a division. 


[Bristol Times and Mirror, 2\ April 1908; UBSC, Cuttings Book 1908-9, pp. 70-2.] 
[652] [April 1909]. Press report of major donations 


University Fund. The Bristol University Fund now amounts to a total of over 
£200,000. Following is a list of donations of £1,000 and upwards: 


Mr Henry Overton Wills £100,000 
Lord Winterstoke 35,000 
Mr Joseph Storrs Fry 10,500 
The late Sir Frederick Wills 10,000 
Mr E. Channing Wills 10,000 
Mr Francis J. Fry 5,000 
Mr A. Douglas Pass 4,000 
Mr Geo. A. Wills 3,000 
Right Hon. Lewis Fry 2,000 
Mr J.P. Worsley 2.000 
Mr H.H. Wills 2,000 
The Hon. Mrs Whittuck 1,500 
Mr J.W. Arrowsmith 1,000 
Mr Hiatt C. Baker 1,000 
Right Hon. H. Hobhouse 1,000 
Mr Fenwick Richards 1,000 
Mr Edward Robinson 1,000 
Mr Charles Thomas 1,000 
Mr W. Melville Wills 1,000 
These give a total of £192,500 


The balance is made up of sums varying from one guinea to £500. 


[UBSC, Press Cuttings Book 4 Dec. 1908 — 1 Oct. 1909, p. 73 (following reports of 
City Council in papers dated 21 Apr 1909: pp. 61—72).] 


[653] 21 April 1909. Pope to Ward 


Merchants’ Hall, Bristol. 
21 April 1909. 
My dear Ward, 

Thanks for yours of the 19th. 

Percy has told you what happened yesterday and sent you an evening paper. 

His letter to Bensons [648] was evidently handed at once to Dr Cook for use when 
proposing a grant to the University — and he adroitly quoted two amiable sentences 
from it, while leaving unnoticed the statement of difficulties. 

I was glad to see that Saise made some pertinent remarks about the management, 
or mismanagement of U.C.B. and from more sources than one. I hear that things are 
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extremely slack there — as indeed they have long been. 

This makes the taking over of Ferrier & Co. the more to be regretted, as they must 
act like a bad leaven. I hope we shall make a last stand and refuse to move, on these 
terms and conditions of their coming to us, and ensure that we shall be able to get rid 
of them, without appeal to the University or the P.C., or anyone else, if they prove in 
any way unsatisfactory. 

Lord Reay has consented to open our new building on either of the following days 
of June, viz. the 18th, 19th, 25th and 26th. I must get the Committee to decide at once 
which day I am to book him for.™® Would either of them suit you better than another? 

Percy is going to send the P.C. a copy of this recent letter to Bensons. As the U.C. 
cannot see it till Friday [23 April], we are not likely to have a reply before the Hall 
on Saturday. So that nothing, I imagine, in regard to our proposed agreement will be 
submitted to the Hall. 

Yours very truly, 

George H. Pope. 


[BRO, SMV/5/5/3/13, loose at end of volume (holograph); see McGrath, MVB, pp. 
508-9.] 


[654] 21 April 1909. Ward to King 


Bosloe near Falmouth. 
21. April 1909. 
Dear Percy, 

Thank you for your letter and copy report of the Council meeting in yesterday’s 
evening paper [as 651]. 

Now that our letter is launched it is not much matter what they say in the Council 
or elsewhere — it speaks for itself. 

I think a copy might be sent to the P.C. with an intimation that the agreement 
must be amended accordingly [minuted ‘done’] — but I do not feel sure whether 
in clause 16 we had better ask for the words ‘upon and under’ to be simply struck 
out, or to substitute “upon terms and conditions to be hereafter agreed’ or words 
to that effect. Our object is to leave the terms relating to duties and work open, so 
that the Council and Society may have a free hand in the matter, and so that the 
position may be free from its present obscurity. I think if you and Pope explained 
our requirements to the P.C. we might leave them to choose the phraseology. 
At any rate the present wording won’t do and I have made it quite clear that the 
Committee won’t recommend the agreement to the Hall unless amended in this 
particular. 

I think all that has recently passed makes it exceedingly difficult for the P.C. and 
the promoters [and the P.C. deleted] not to give us all we ask. Cooke [sic] must have 
had our letter in his hand with the consent of the promoters when he made his speech 
and the interpretation he put on it is their affair and not ours. 

The above address or Barnes Cottage will find me by the same post or telegraph. 

It will be interesting to see what the next move of the promoters will be. I assume 


6 Former Governor of Bombay and Under-Secretary for India in Rosebery’s government; a key member 
of the UCL Council from 1881; first President of the British Academy 1902: Willson, Univ. of London, p. 
245 and passim; ODNB. 
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they meet on Friday. I dare say you will show this letter to Pope as I am writing 
against time for our early post. 
Yours very truly, 
W.W. Ward. 


[BRO, SMV/5/6/2/7 (holograph).] 
[655] 21 April 1909. Haldane to Arrowsmith 


War Office, Whitehall, S.W. 
21st April 1909. 
My dear Arrowsmith, 

I am delighted to hear how well you are getting on; the news about the £7,000 
from the new rate was very satisfactory. I will communicate with Mr Fitzroy and ask 
him to let you know. 

Yours very truly, 

R.B. Haldane. 


[UBSC, DM 219, ser. 1 (signed typescript).] 
[656] 23 April 1909. Birrell to Arrowsmith 


70 Elm Park Road, Chelsea, S.W. 
April 23. 1909. 
My dear Arrowsmith, 

Finis coronat opus! 1 congratulate you! Pious endeavour does not always fructify 
into accomplished fact so soon. Most men die in their enemies’ day but you have 
entered the Promised Land. 

The University of Bristol owes much to you. Hardly anything, indeed nothing that 
can be put into words to [recte by] me but I’m glad to have lightened the load of your 
feverish anxiety from time to time — my own burden has at times proved staggering 
— but I manage to make some small progress — tho’ the position is for me well nigh 
an impossible one — and I am not, despite the newspapers, of a sanguine temper. 

Yours always, 

Augustine Birrell. 


[UBSC, DM 219, ser. 1 (holograph).] 
[657] 5 May 1909. SMV Hall minutes (extract) 


Bristol University. The report of the committee appointed to confer with the 
authorities of the University College as to the terms on which the Society should 
take part in the proposed University for Bristol having been read and adopted, it was 
voted and ordered that the Hall seal be affixed to the agreement now presented to 
the Hall and proposed to form the 3rd schedule to the royal charter constituting the 
University of Bristol. 

Voted and ordered that the Standing Committee be appointed a Selection 
Committee to nominate 3 members of the Society to the Council and 11 members of 
the Court of the University. 
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Vote of thanks to Mr G.H. Pope and Mr W.W. Ward and the Treasurer. Voted and 
ordered that the best thanks of this Society be given to Mr G.H. Pope, Mr W.W. Ward 
and the Treasurer for the great service rendered by them to the Society in arranging 
the terms of this agreement. 

Bristol University Committee of Management. Voted and ordered that the 
Committee appointed for the management of the Merchant Venturers’ Technical 
College be hereof [recte herewith] appointed the Committee of Management referred 
to in clause | and the Advisory Committee referred to in clause 15 of the agreement 
with the University of Bristol. 


[BRO, SMV/2/1/1/29, pp. 359-61 (MS).] 
[658] 10 May 1909. Benson & Co to King 


Benson, Carpenter, Cross, & Williams, Solictors. Bank Chambers. 

W.C.H. Cross, Notary Public. Corn Street. Bristol. 
10th May 1909. 

Dear Sir, 

Bristol University. 

Adverting to our letter of Saturday [Sth] we have received a telegram in which Mr 

Fitzroy states that if the charter is to be considered at the next Privy Council meeting 

it must be finally settled not later than Thursday [/3th] — we should be obliged 

therefore if you could let us have your acceptance of our verbal alterations not later 

than Wednesday afternon. 

We are, dear Sir, yours truly, 
Benson Carpenter Cross & Co. 


[BRO, SMV/5/6/2/7 (typescript).] 


On 17 May it was reported that the King had approved the charter 
[659] 17 May 1909. Lloyd Morgan to Mrs Albert Fry 


Clayton House, Clifton Park, Bristol. 
17th May 1909. 
My dear Mrs Fry, 

May I write a line or two to say how much Mr Albert Fry has been in my thoughts 
this afternoon? He was one of those who worked steadily towards a University. How 
pleased he would have been to hear that a charter had been granted. I for one shall 
never forget how much he did towards the attainment of this end. When I consulted 
him about taking a post at Cardiff he said ‘You ought to stay on with us till you see 
Bristol the centre of a University’. You will not, I hope, think it impertinent of me to 
write this of him who was always so good a friend to me personally and who devoted 
so much time and energy to the College. 

signed Yours sincerely, 

C. Lloyd Morgan. 


[UBSC, DM 219, ser. | (MS copy).] 
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[660] 24 May 1909. Charter of Incorporation of the University of Bristol 
[Text on CD.] 


[UBSC, DM 615 (printed copy with signatures of Council). Reprinted in early 
issues of University of Bristol Calendar; also (omitting schedules) in Charters of 
Foundation and Early Documents of the Universities of the Coimbra Group ed. 
J.M.M. Hermans and M. Nelissen (Groningen, 1994), pp. 81-4. Summary of third 
schedule in Severn, Faculty of Engineering, pp. 311-13.] 


[661] 28 May 1909. SMV Standing Committee minutes (extract) 


Bristol University. A letter was read from the Solicitors to the Bristol University 
asking the Society to nominate a member for life under class [recte clause] 11(a) 
of part I of the Ist schedule of the charter and 10 persons as their representatives 
on the Court under class III. Also 3 persons as their representatives on the Council 
of the University under part I of the Ist schedule. It was resolved that Mr W.W. 
Jose be appointed to fill the first position. That Messrs M.K. King, C.B. Hare, J.H. 
Woodward, A. McArthur, F.C. Ord, A.C. Powell, J.P.C. Pope and Sir E.B. James and 
Messrs H.W. Beloe and H.G. Edwards be appointed to fill the second positions, and 
that Messrs T.R. Davey, P.L. King and Professor Wertheimer be appointed to fill the 
3rd positions. 


[BRO, SMV/2/1/1/29, pp. 362-3 (MS).] 
[662] 4 June 1909. H.O. Wills to Lloyd Morgan 


Kelston Knoll, Weston, nr Bath. 
4th June /09. 
Dear Professor Lloyd-Morgan, 

Thank you for your letter and the one which accompanied it this morning. 

I quite understand the confidential nature of it and it will be considered so by me 
and by Mr Hopkinson by my special request.*” 

I expect him here this evening from Oxford. His movements are not quite clear to 
me, but I expect he will be returning tomorrow to Manchester — but after reading the 
letters to which I have referred I shall try to arrange for him to go to Bristol and see 
yourself and Mr Abbot if possible, and if not one of you <tomorrow>. I believe that 
Mr Abbot returns from Swanage sometime today and I shall write him to explain the 
situation by today’s post — and possibly he may be at your committee meeting this 
afternoon, and perhaps before my letter reaches him as his residence in Beaufard 
[sic] Road, Clifton. Many thanks for your kind and valued letter which breathes so 
entirely of fairness and kindheartedness; and I hope that the result arrived at by you 
will be satisfactory to you and consequently to the interests of the University. 

I am, dear Sir, yours faithfully, 

H.O. Wills. 


[UBSC, DM 128/191 (holograph).] 


®7 Alfred Hopkinson, VC of Manchester. The business was presumably the translation of Lloyd Morgan 
into that place at Bristol. 
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[663] 7 June 1909. S.H. Reynolds to Lloyd Morgan 


21 Whatley Road, Clifton, Bristol. 
June 7. 1909. 
Dear Lloyd Morgan, 

Though you had mentioned to me some months ago that you proposed to only 
hold the V.C.ship for a short time, I had heard nothing more of it and I hoped you had 
reconsidered the matter. I cannot express my very great regret that this is not so. I of 
course quite see the point that for the smooth working and settlement of conflicting 
interests it might be desirable to have someone who had not been previously identified 
with any Bristol institution, but I do not think that gain would nearly compensate for 
the loss the University would sustain in losing you. You probably sprung the matter 
on us this evening in order to avoid any formal expression from your colleagues, and 
I wish the very deep regret we felt could have been more plainly shown. 

There is one thing that will do something to lessen one’s regret and that is the gain 
to science from the fact that you will now have time to resume your research, instead 
of having to fritter your time away in attending endless meetings. I suppose that with 
the exception perhaps of Barrell, I have seen more of you in one way or another than 
any of your colleagues, and during the now nearly 16 years that I have been here, I 
have regarded you as my truest friend and as one whom I could always consult on 
all matters great and small with the certainty of a courteous hearing and wise advice. 
Forgive me for inflicting this on you, but I write from a full heart. 

Yours very sincerely, 

S.H. Reynolds. 


[UBSC, DM 128/193 (holograph).] 
[664] 8 June 1909. H.B. Lees Smith to Lloyd Morgan 


7, Pembroke Vale, Clifton, Bristol. 
June 8th, 1909. 
Dear Principal, 

I think that few of those who were present at the meeting last night cared to say 
what they were feeling at the thought that you were to leave us to the charge of 
someone else. For you I can see that it is better to devote yourself to work which 
will live, instead of incessant hack work of committee meetings. But it will make 
the University a very different place to me. It was the kindness which you showed 
me when I first came down to lecture which made me want to form a permanent 
connection with University College. I shall always feel proud to have worked under 
you and I shall continue to regard you as one of the best friends that a man could 
have. 

Yours sincerely, 

H.B. Lees Smith. 


[UBSC, DM 128/194 (holograph).] 


Several other members of staff, and their wives, wrote to the same effect. 
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[665] 29 June 1909. Abbot to Arrowsmith 


Abbot, Pope, Brown & Abbot, Solicitors 
Shannon Court, Bristol, 
29 June 1909. 
Dear Coppersmith, 

It is a good suggestion. 

The worst of it is that Gloucester is worrying L. Fry to make the Principal of the 
Cirencester College (Ainsworth Davis) one of the twelve;** and L. Fry is engaged 
in “endeavouring to oblige’ at the cost of Fen. Richards. Till I know the result of this 
intrigue I can’t settle the list finally for Davies — who has kindly brought it to the 
enclosed pitch of perfection for me already. 

Fry seems to be in an awful funk of Friday’s joint meeting with the Merchants and 
Common Councillors, and of some terrible letter Pope is said to be composing to 
demonstrate that Engineering cannot begin with the sepia.“ I feel very sick. I shall 
be at Harrow Thursday.°” 

Thine, 

H.N. Abbot. 


[UBSC, DM 219, ser. | (holograph).] 
[666] 15 July 1909. The Bishop of Bristol to Arrowsmith 


Pump House Hotel, Llandrindod Wells. 
15 July 1909. 
Dear Mr Arrowsmith, 

[After details of his busy schedule] Pardon this rigmarole; it is only to shew that I 
am hopeless. 

What do you think of an Elizabethan ship in full sail towards the sun in the skies; 
the arms of Bristol on the flag; and on a little mastlet at the end of the bowsprit a flag 
with an open book, blown straight out forwards with the wind, so that the book is 
leading the Bristol ship to success? 

Yours sincerely, 

G.F. Bristol. 


[UBSC, DM 219, ser. 1 (holograph).] 
[667] 13 August 1909. Abbot to Arrowsmith. 


Dear Arrowsmith, 

I hope the soda water has done good. 

I looked at the Fry coat of arms, and find it bears two horseshoes, which is all 
the more reason for our putting two where R. Dragon®' has put one — will you 


“8 J.R. Ainsworth Davis, Principal of the Royal Agricultural College from 1908 to 1914. 

* As we might now say ‘in a grey area’. 

6° He was an Old Harrovian. The occasion cannot be identified, though perhaps it was the award of 
prizes announced in The Harrovian of Thursday 1 July; for which reference I am indebted to the School 
Archivist. 

! Everard Green, Rouge Dragon Pursuivant. 
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kindly therefore tell your unicornist to put two shoes either like this QQ or QQ 
[interlocking] — if it will remind us later of Goody.° 


Yours ever, 
H.N. Abbot. 


[668] 16 August 1909. University of Bristol Act 


[Text on CD.] 


Among Bills to which the Royal Assent was signified by Commission this day: 
House of Lords Debates, 16 August 1909, vol. 2, c. 968. 


[669] 24 September 1909.SMV Standing Committee minutes (extract) 
Bristol University. The Hall seal was affixed to the agreement in duplicate between 
the University of Bristol and the Society as to providing and maintaining in the 


Merchant Venturers’ Technical College the Faculty of Engineering in the University. 


[BRO, SMV/2/1/1/20, p. 372 (MS).] 


°°? Goody Fry: from the nursery jingle ‘Fire! Fire!” says the Town Crier’. 
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[670] 7 April 1883. Establishment of the Bristol University College Club 


Bristol University College Club 
Committee. 7th April 1883. 
Present: Mr Albert Fry, in the chair 
Professor Ramsay 


The Rev. Canon Girdlestone Mtr GF. Schacht 
—R. Glover Dr E. Markham Skerritt 
— Canon Mather Mr William Smith. 


Mr Alfred C. Pass 

[Apologies for absence.] 

Committee. Educational staff of U.C.B. to nominate 4 members. It was proposed, 
seconded and resolved: 

That the educational staff of the University College, Bristol, be requested to 
nominate four of their members to serve on the Committee of the Club. 

Rules. That the following be the Rules for the regulation of the Club: 

1. This Society shall be called ‘The Bristol University College Club’, and shall 
consist of persons interested in the promotion of such literary and scientific work as 
that of University College, Bristol. 

2. The objects of the Society shall be (a) to excite and keep alive the public interest 
in higher educational work in this city and its neighbourhood, and in particular to 
bring a more general recognition of the importance of University College, Bristol, to 
the locality; (b) to hold an annual dinner, to which one or more persons distinguished 
in Science or Literature will be invited in every year, so as to make it an occasion of 
public importance; and (c) to hold such other meetings, including <a> conversazione, 
as may from time to time be decided upon. 

3. The subscription to the Club shall be the sum of 5/- per annum. 

[4. Wording deferred for further consideration.] 

5. The election of members of the Club shall be vested in the Committee, but 
members of the educational staff, and of the Faculty of the Medical School, of 
University College, Bristol, and donors of not less than £5 and annual subscribers of 
not less than £1. 1 shall for the present be entitled to membership without election. 
Ladies shall be eligible as members of the Club. 

Chairman. That Mr William Smith be elected Chairman of the Club for the current 
year. [The others present appointed to a sub-committee.] 


3 Frederick Vaughan Mather, Vicar of St Paul’s, Clifton 1853-98 and Hon. Canon of Bristol: Venn, 
Alumni Cantab., iv, p. 357. 
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[Other business.] 

Dinner. Date. Tickets. Arrangements for the first dinner of the Club were discussed, 
and it was decided that the dinner be held, if possible, before the end of June, and 
that the price of tickets for the dinner shall not exceed seven shillings and six pence 
(without wine). 

Invitation to guests. Resolved: 

That one of the following gentlemen distinguished in Science viz. Dr C. William 
Siemens, Sir John Lubbock, Sir James Paget, or Professor Huxley, and one of the 
following gentlemen distinguished in Literature viz. Mr Matthew Arnold, Prof. Max 
Miiller, or Mr John Morley, be invited to attend the dinner. 

[Signed] William Smith. 


[UBSC, DM 506/22, pp. 1-4 (MS).] 
[671] 5 April 1886. Minutes of the Bristol University College Club 


Committee, 5th April 1886. 
Present: Mr William Smith, Dr Young. 
The minutes of the last meeting (7th April 1883) [670] were read and confirmed. 

Finance. The audited accounts to the end of the year 1885 were received and 
passed. 

Annual dinner. A letter from Lord George Hamilton (dated Ist April) <to the Dean 
of Bristol> was read, stating that he would have much pleasure in accepting the 
invitation of the Committee of the Bristol University College Club; and that the 26th 
May would be a convenient day for him. Resolved: 

That the Committee would be obliged if the Dean of Bristol would acknowledge 
the receipt of Lord George Hamilton’s letter, and state at the same time that the day 
suggested by him (26th May) had been fixed as the date of the annual dinner of the 
Club. 

Various. That the dinner, as on the last occasion, be held at the Victoria Rooms. 

That the price of dinner tickets be as usual 7/-; and that the Sub-Committee arrange 
with a suitable caterer at their discretion. 

That an early meeting of the Sub Committee be called in order to make final 
arrangements in respect to invitations to be issued and other matters related to the 
working arrangements involved in giving the annual dinner. 


[UBSC, DM 506/22, pp. 5—6 (MS); the second and last entry in the volume.] 


[672] 18 October 1892. Minutes of the Bristol Medical Athletic Club 
[as the name eventually became] 


A general meeting of the Bristol Medical Cricket and Football Club was held in the 
Medical wing of University College, Bristol 18th October 1892. 

J. Paul Bush presiding. 

The minutes of the last meeting were read and confirmed. Mr Bush called attention 
to the fact that Mr Willey the late Treasurer had furnished no account of the sums of 
money he was responsible for; a vote of censure was passed and the Hon. Sec. was 
instructed to write to the defaulting Treasurer demanding an account. 
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The following officers were elected for the coming season: President Mr Paul 
Bush. Captain W. Gwynne. Vice-Capt. Mr C. Hedley. Hon Treas. J.H. Beavis. Hon 
Sec. J. Lucas (Mr Staniland the late Sec. refusing office). Committee Messrs D’ Arcy 
Williams, P. Dykes, Miall and Staniland. 

[Signed] Confirmed May 11th 1893. J. Paul Bush. 


[UBSC, DM 506/28 (MS).] 
[673] 10 May 1894. Minutes of the Bristol Medical Athletic Club 


General meeting of the B.M.C. & FC. held in the 
Medical wing of U.C. Bristol May 10. 1894. 
Mr Paul Bush in the chair. 

The Chairman made some remarks on the expenditure of the last cricket season 
(1893), as the accounts of that season had not hitherto been passed at a general 
meeting: he mentioned that he considered such items as ‘cider’ ought not to be paid 
for out of the Club funds, he considered the various sums paid to Howard to be 
excessive, and many other sums he brought before the notice of the meeting. 

From the accounts there appeared to be a balance in hand of £0-1—0, which sum 
had been handed to the Chairman. 

The Chairman noted to the meeting that he did not feel inclined to pass the 
accounts of the last cricket season; and it was decided that the Chairman together 
with Mr Norrington should try and audit the accounts and so close the matter. 


[UBSC, DM 506/28 (MS).] 
[674] 22 May 1894. Minutes of the Bristol Medical Athletic Club 


Special meeting held May 22, 1894. 
Mr Pinch in the chair. 
Mr Norrington proposed and Mr Stammers seconded that the Club colours should be 
changed. This was carried nem. con. 

It was further proposed and carried, that in future the colours should be ‘old gold 
and dark blue’ for both cricket and football; this was unanimously agreed to. 

It was further decided that on the hat-band and blazer pockets, the letters B.M.A.C. 
in monogram should be worn by members only; that members who had received 
their colours either for football or cricket should be entitled to wear the club crest on 
the blazer pocket and hatband in place of the monogram. 

It was also decided that the Club should practise by the Clifton Club ground on 
Mondays and Thursdays from 5.30 to 7.30.°° 

[Signed] Confirmed May 29th 1894. J. Paul Bush. 


[UBSC, DM 506/28 (MS).] 


®4 Buffalo Bill’s Field, Horfield, used by the Club from 1893 to 1896. The site later became the Bristol 
Club’s Memorial Ground, acquired largely through the generosity of its President, Sir Frank Cowlin 
(sometime student at UCB): R. Brodie, The Reminiscences of a Civil Engineering Contractor (Bristol, 
1942), p. 75; Casey and Hale, College, Club & Country, p. 251; M. Hoskins, 130 Years of Bristol Rugby 
1888-2018: A Definitive History with Statistics (Bristol, 2018), pp. 115-16, 124-5; ODNB (Cowlin). 
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[675] [Undated]. Draft Rules for the University College Bristol Athletic Club 


Proposed Rules for the U.C.B.A.C. 

1. That this club be called the U.C.B. Athletic Club. 

2. That the object of this club be to promote sports in the College especially 
football and cricket. 

3. That all past and present students of the College and members of the staff are 
eligible for membership, and others may be specially elected by the General Committee. 

4. That the Officers of the Club shall be: President, 2 Vice-Presidents, General 
Hon. Sec, 2 Assist. Hon. Secs, Treasurer (1 from each Faculty i.e. those of Medicine 
and of ‘Arts and Science’) [This should presumably attach to the Asst. Hon. Secs]. 
Also 8 Committeemen, 4 from each Faculty, and a captain or vice-captain for each 
game. 

5. That the [members deleted] <students> of the Faculty of Medicine must join 
this Club through the Medical Clubs Union. 

6. That the management of the Club shall be in the hands of the officers of the 
General Committee. 

7. <That> for each game the Selection Committee shall consist of captain, vice- 
captain and one other member of the Committee. 

8. That general meetings of the Club shall be held in the first week of [January 
deleted| <May> and the last week of June, and the officers of the Club shall be 
elected at the summer general meeting. The officers [for deleted] of the cricket teams 
shall be elected at the January meeting. 

9. The yearly subscription for the Faculty of Arts and Science [is deleted] <shall 
be> 7/6 for both cricket and football, 5/- if only one game is played. 

10. That all members of the Medical Clubs Union are ipso facto members of this 
Club. 

11. That non-playing students may become honorary members for a yearly 
subscription of 2/6. 

12. That the expenses for each session shall be shared equally by the Faculties of 
Arts and Science and of Medicine. 

13. That players’ travelling expenses over 2/6 shall be paid by the Club; for fares 
under 2/6 the players shall pay 1/- each, the remainder being paid by the Club. 

14. That the colours of the Club shall be [blank]. 

15. That the Club colours can only be worn by members and honorary members of 
the Club, and shall be obtained by showing a written order from the Secretary. 

16. That the quorum for a committee meeting consist of 6 members. 

[Signed] For the General Committee, A.E. Iles, Gen. Hon. Sec. 


[UBSC, DM 506/28 (MS, one of two loose in volume).] 
[676] 5 June 1898. Minutes of the Women’s Literary Society 


Session 1898-9. Ist term. 
The last meeting was held at 16 Canynge Road by kind invitation of the President 
on Sat. June Sth. 
After the minutes had been read and passed the President gave a short account of 
the work of the past session. 
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Mr Wollaston®® was then called upon to read his paper on ‘The Debt of English 
Literature to Italy’. The members much enjoyed this delightful and interesting paper, 
which was illustrated by the reading of many beautiful poems. A vote of thanks 
proposed by Miss Boorne and seconded by Miss Keen, was carried by acclamation. 
A hearty vote of thanks to Mrs Lloyd Morgan proposed by Miss Waters and seconded 
by Miss Sternberg closed the meeting. 

The President was in the chair and 20 members were present. 

[Signed] Emily L. Morgan. 


[UBSC, DM 506/33 (MS). The date of the meeting is correct, but the entry was 
evidently made at the start of the next term, and inadvertently given the wrong 
heading. ] 


[677] 10 October 1898. Minutes of the Bristol Medical Athletic Club 


General meeting held 10th Oct. 1898. 

[After other business] Mr H. James proposed that we should ask Clifton Football Club 
for the use of their ground as in the past two years but Mr Blatchford informed the 
meeting that Clifton were not able to let us have the use of their ground this season.*° 
Mr James’s proposition was accordingly withdrawn. Dr Fawcett then rose to say that Mr 
Arrowsmith whom he believed to be a shareholder in the County-Ground Company had 
expressed surprise at the fact that the members of the Athletic Club had not approached 
the Company with a view to playing their matches on the County Ground. He (Dr 
Fawcett) <thought> that Mr Arrowsmith should be approached on the matter as he being 
an influential man might arrange something which would be to the material advantage 
of the Club. It was accordingly proposed and resolved that the Captain, Vice-Captain 
and Secretary should wait upon Mr Arrowsmith with a view to discussing the matter. 


[UBSC, DM 506/28 (unpaginated MS).] 
[678] 2 November 1898. Minutes of the Bristol Medical Athletic Club 


[After other business] Entertaining the Cardiff medicals was discussed at length, and 
it was decided that the Club was unable to entertain more than sixteen Cardiff men 
at their own expense. The Hon Sec. was instructed to write to Cardiff to that effect. 

The Sec. was instructed to write to the Sec. of the Rugby Union and engage a 
referee for all our home matches. 


[UBSC, DM 506/28 (unpaginated MS).] 
[679] 22 February 1899. Minutes of the Bristol Medical Athletic Club 
General meeting Wed. 22 Feb. 1899. 


[After other business] Mr <Chilton> proposed that this Club shall join in a scheme 
for the amalgamation of the Medical Clubs and Societies under a General Medical 


5 George Hyde Wollaston, affectionately known as Woolly Bear, master at Clifton 1873-99: CCR, p. li. 
°° The Club had by this time returned to its original ground in Coldharbour Lane: Casey and Hale, 
College, Club & Country, p. 253. 
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Clubs Union. Mr Bush said that he would be very pleased to second the proposition 
provided the scheme formed be submitted to the Club before it consents to join in 
the amalgamation. Mr Bush was assured that the Club would only join under these 
conditions. The motion was put before the meeting and carried. The meeting was 
then adjourned. 

[Signed] Paul Bush, May 30th 1899. 


[UBSC, DM 506/28 (unpaginated MS).] 
[680] 2 March 1899. Minutes of the Women’s Literary Society 


Women’s Literary Society. 
March 2nd 1899. 
A meeting of the Women’s Literary Society was held on Thursday March 2nd at 5 
p.m. 

After the minutes had been read and passed Miss Alice Worsley was called upon 
to read her paper on ‘Life on the Norwegian fiords’. The lecture was illustrated by 
photographic views shown by Miss Snook with the lantern. 

The chair was taken by Mrs Barrell and 17 members were present. 

[Signed] Emily L. Morgan. 


[UBSC, DM 506/33 (MS).] 
[681] 6 June 1899. Minutes of the Women’s Literary Society 


Women’s Literary Society 
6.vi.99 
The last meeting of the Women’s Literary Society for the session 1898-99 was held 
by kind invitation of the President, at 16 Canynge Rd. on Tuesday June 6th. 

After the minutes had been read and passed, Mrs Lloyd Morgan, having made 
reference to the work of the session, called upon Miss Norah Fry to read the paper 
she had kindly promised on ‘The Domesday Book’. 

The members and friends present very much enjoyed Miss Fry’s delightful account 
of this historic record, the interest of which was much increased by the beautiful 
facsimile passed round for inspection, and by the sympathetic way in which she tried 
to make ‘our fathers’ thoughts thinkable by us’. 

Miss Keen proposed a vote of thanks to Miss Fry, which was seconded by Miss 
Armstrong and carried by acclamation. 

There were twenty-eight members and visitors present, the meeting closing with a 
hearty vote of thanks to Mrs LI. Morgan for her kindness in entertaining the Society. 

[Signed] Emily L. Morgan. 


[UBSC, DM 506/33 (MS).] 
[682] 16 October 1899. Minutes of the Bristol Medical Athletic Club 
Committee meeting 16th Oct ’99. 


[After other business] The Hon Sec. drew attention to the fact that a number of 
members of the Club objected to the taking of the Clifton [Foot deleted] Club 
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ground. The subject was fully discussed and finally the Secretary was empowered 
to make arrangements with the authorities of the County Ground, provided these 
arrangements were the same as those under which the Medical Club had use of the 
ground last season. 


[UBSC, DM 506/28 (unpaginated MS).] 
[683] 10 November 1899. Minutes of the Women’s Literary Society 


Women’s Literary Society. 
Friday Nov. 10th 1899. 
A meeting of the Women’s Literary Society was held on Friday Nov: 10th at 5 p.m. 

After the minutes had been read and passed, the following extracts from the 
English poets were read by several members of the Society. 

Miss Armstrong read ‘Baines Carew’ from Gilbert’s ‘Bab Ballads’. Mrs Fanshawe 
read ‘Betsy Lee’ a Foc’s’le Yarn by Mr Brown.’ Miss Evelyn Lee read part of ‘The 
Disciples’ by Mrs Hamilton King. Miss Fortey®* read from George Eliot’s ‘Minor 
Prophets’, and Miss Keen selected Wordsworth’s ‘Ode on Immortality. 

The chair was taken by the President and twenty two members were present. 

[Signed] Emily L. Morgan. 


[USBC, DM 506/33 (MS).] 
[684] 20 November 1899. Minutes of the Bristol Medical Athletic Club 


General Committee meeting 20th Novr ’99. 
Prof Kent in the chair. 
The Hon Sec. read a letter from Mr H.J. Spear, Sec. to the County Ground Coy. with 
reference to the use of the County Ground for the Club’s matches. The terms offered 
by the Ground authorities were similar to those under which the Ground was used by 
the Club in 1898-99, namely £1. 1.0. (one guinea) per match. 

It was resolved that these terms be accepted. 

A postcard was read from Frome F.C. offering dates to the Club, but these being 
Saturdays, the Hon. Sec. was directed to write regretting that none of these dates was 
acceptable. 

The <Assistant> Hon. Sec. was directed to see Mr Toogood with reference to the 
goal posts held by him for the Club. 

Teams were selected to meet University College [Oxford] and Ball. Coll. 

[Signed] F.H. Rudge 20/7/00. 


[UBSC, DM 506/28 (unpaginated MS).] 


67 Thomas Edward Brown, Clifton College master 1863-92, and the Manx national poet: CCR, p. xlix; 
life by D. Winterbottom (Douglas, 1997); ODNB. 

8 Emily Fortrey, former UCB student who took the London BSc in 1896, then won a Royal Exhibition 
scholarship for chemical research at Owens College; in 1899 she had returned to Bristol to pursue further 
research with Prof. Young: Rayner-Canhams, Chemistry was their Life, pp. 203-4. 


462 Bristol University: Conception to Foundation 
[685] 8 May 1900. Minutes of the Bristol Medical Athletic Club 


General meeting May 8th 1900. 
Mr J. Munro Smith presiding. 
Arrangements were made for the cricket season 1900. Officers being appointed as 
follows: 
Capt C.J. Taylor, 
Vice Capt R. Vaughan. 

The Hon Sec. read a letter from Mr H.J. Spear regretting that it would be impossible 
for the Club to have the use of the County Ground for practice purposes, but stating 
that arrangements could be made for [an deleted] occasional matches. 

The Hon. Treasurer (Prof. Kent) gave a short resumé of the financial position of 
the Club. 

The Hon. Sec. brought forward a suggestion that a fixture be arranged with one of 
the London Schools of Medicine during the football season 1900-01. The idea was 
favourably received and it was left to the Hon. Sec. to try and arrange the fixture. 


[UBSC, DM 506/28 (unpaginated MS).] 
[686] 11 July 1900. Minutes of the Bristol Medical Clubs’ Union 


Ata general meeting of the students of the Faculty of Medicine of University College, 
Bristol held at the Medical School on July 11th 1900 and presided over by the Dean 
of the Faculty, Dr Skerritt, the following resolution was carried unanimously: That 
the students of the Medical Faculty of University College, Bristol are desirous of 
having their various clubs amalgamated. After a deal of discussion on points relative 
to the above resolution, the following honorary officers were elected: 

President Mr J. Paul Bush. Vice Presidents Prof. Fawcett, Dr R.G. Lansdown.” 
Treasurer Prof. Kent. Secretary Mr F.H. Rudge. 

It was decided that the Committee should consist of a delegate from each club or 
society joining the Union, the Athletic Club to send two — one to represent cricket 
and one football. Before the meeting terminated the following resolution was passed: 
That this amalgamation of the clubs of the students of the Medical Faculty shall not 
be prejudicial to a later attempt at a wider amalgamation with similar clubs in other 
departments of the College. 

Proposed by Prof. Fawcett, seconded by Mr Rudge. 

[Signed] Paul W. Bush Oct 10 1900 (at a committee meeting), [again] Nov. 8th 
1910 (general meeting). 


[UBSC, DM 506/34, pp. 1-2 (MS).] 
[687] 8 February 1901. Minutes of the Women’s Literary Society 


Women’s Literary Society. 
Feb: 8th 1901. 
A meeting of the Women’s Literary Society was held on Friday Feb: 8th in the 
Women’s Reading Room. After the minutes had been read and passed Miss Fortey 


°° UCB and University Lecturer in Practical Surgery from 1899 to 1923; Surgeon at the General Hospital 
from 1896: CCR, p. 48; SMB, p.21; BMCJ, 41 (1924), pp. 89-92. 
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read her paper on ‘Les Miserables’. This proved to be most entertaining, and the 
selections which Miss Fortey read from Victor Hugo’s great book were much enjoyed. 
The President was in the chair and twenty members were present. 
[Signed] Emily L. Morgan. 


[USBC, DM 506/33 (MS).] 
[688] 7 June 1901. Minutes of the Women’s Literary Society 


Women’s Literary Society. 
June 7th 1901. 
The last meeting of the session was held by kind invitation of the [Present corrected 
to] President at 16 Canynge Road on Friday June 7th. 

After the minutes had been read and passed Mrs Lloyd Morgan made reference 
to the success of the Society during the past session, and remarked that besides 
the papers of a purely literary character there had been two dealing with scientific 
subjects and one with art. Mrs Lloyd Morgan then called upon Miss Pease to read 
her paper on ‘English Literature in Schools’. This proved most interesting and was 
thoroughly enjoyed by all present. It was followed by a discussion between the 
literary and scientific members of the Society. 

Miss Snook proposed a vote of thanks to Miss Pease and it was seconded by Miss 
Prichard. 

A vote of thanks to Mrs Lloyd Morgan for her hospitality was proposed by Miss 
Fortey and seconded by Miss Agar. 

The President was in the chair and 18 members were present. 

[Signed] Emily L. Morgan. 


[USBC, DM 506/33 (MS).] 
[689] 13 May 1903. Minutes of the Women’s Literary Society 


A meeting of the Women’s Literary Society was held on Thursday May 13th in 
the Women’s Reading Room. After the minutes had been read and passed Mrs 
Glazebrook read Signorina Gualtieri’s paper entitled “Cosimo the Elder and Lorenzo 
the Magnificent’. This was much enjoyed by those present and warm thanks were 
accorded to Signorina Gualtieri for her interesting paper and to Mrs Glazebrook for 
her kindness in coming to read it. 

The President was in the chair and there were 24 members and friends present. 

[Signed] Emily L. Morgan. 


[USBC, DM 506/33 (MS).] 
[690] 3 June 1903. Local Executive Committee minutes 


[After other business] The following suggestion from the Students’ Representative 
Council of the College was received and considered: 


6 Eleanora Gualtieri was Lecturer in Italian: UBSC, DM 506/58, p. 450. Ethel Glazebrook was the wife 
of the Head Master of Clifton [406]. 
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‘The various athletic clubs of the College feel that the fact that there is no University 
College athletic ground is a great disadvantage not only to the clubs themselves but 
also to the whole College. The Council would deem it a favour if you would express 
an opinion as to whether a subscription list could be started amongst supporters of 
the College, or what steps can be taken to achieve the object they have in view, 
namely the purchase of a ground for the use of the various clubs’ 

Resolved: That the matter be referred to a sub-committee consisting of Mr 
Arrowsmith, Principal Henderson and Professor Fawcett, with instructions to report 
thereon on due course. 


[UBSC, DM 506/56, p. 42 (MS).] 


On 7 October the sub-committee reported that ‘it was not found possible to make 
such a provision: UBSC, DM 506/56, p. 44. [P 693] 


[691] 7 December 1904. Minutes of the Women’s Literary Society 


Dec. 7th 1904. Women’s Literary Society. 
A special General Meeting was held in Room 16 at half past four on Wednesday, Dec. 
7th, to consider a proposal made by the men students of the College, that the Society 
should [admit deleted] include male members in future. After some discussion, Miss 
Agar, seconded by Miss Derham, proposed: 

“That the Women’s Literary Society admit the men — professors, lecturers and 
students — of the College into the Society.’ 

“That the Society henceforth be called the Literary Society of the University of 
Bristol [sic]’, and, “That Mrs Lloyd Morgan remain sole President in the future as in 
the past.’ 

The motion was carried by a majority of votes (23 for, 9 against). Some of the 
new members then came <as guests> to hear Miss Fortey’s paper on ‘St Francis of 
Assisi’, which was very interesting. 

The President was in the chair. There were 44 members and guests present. 

[Signed] Emily L. Morgan. 


[USBC, DM 506/33 (MS).] 
[692] 1 June 1905. Minutes of the Literary Society 


June Ist 1905. The Literary Society. Session 190[5]—190[6]. 

The last meeting of the session was held on June Ist at Clayton House, Clifton Park, 
by kind invitation of the President. After the minutes had been read and passed, 
Mrs Lloyd Morgan spoke of the work of the Society during the past year, especially 
mentioning the momentous change in the constitution of the (former) Women’s 
Literary Society — namely, the admission of all members of the College (men as well 
as women), and its subsequent change of name to the Literary Society of University 
College, Bristol. 

S.T. Irwin, Esq. of Clifton College®’ then gave his promised paper — ‘Truths and 
Truisms’ — and, at its conclusion, Miss Hodgson,°*” seconded by Miss Agar, proposed 


°°! Master from 1876 until his death in 1911; an accomplished epigrapher: CCR, p. lii. 
°° Mistress of Method to 1909, then Lecturer in Education: UBSC, DM 506/59, p. 185. 


Section IX: Recreating 465 


a hearty vote of thanks to the reader for his kindness. A vote of thanks to Mrs Lloyd 
Morgan for her hospitality was afterwards proposed by Miss Cooke, seconded by 
Miss [added in pencil: Rogers]. 

The President was in the chair, and there were forty members present. 

[Signed] Emily L. Morgan. 


[USBC, DM 506/33 (MS).] 
[693] 4 November 1907. Notice of proposal for lease of athletic ground 


University College, Bristol. 
November 4. 1907. 
Dear Sir, 
Athletic Ground. 

We should be very glad if you would attend a further meeting of the Advisory 
Committee at 5 p.m. on Thursday next, Nov. 7th, in the Principal’s Room. There are 
important questions for consideration, and we hope for your personal support and 
guidance. 

Yours faithfully, 

I. Walker Hall (for the University College Union). 
The negotiations authorised at the last meeting with regard to St Anne’s Park have 
resulted in the following terms — Rental of £60 for three years, with option of 
purchase at £5,000, or valuation by named valuer. 

Mr T. Williams (Messrs Benson, Cross & Carpenter) acted in the matter. 

The nature of the subsoil was the cause of a high estimate for preparing the ground. 

Since these terms were beyond the ideas of the Advisory Committee, efforts were 
made to secure another ground. 

We now wish to submit the details of a desirable plot of about 10 acres, situated 
within ten minutes of the tram line at Horfield. The offer obtained is a three year’s 
lease at £50 rental, or a year’s rental at £50 with option of purchase at the end of the 
first year at £125 per acre. 

The *Zoo’ asks for our further application later, but I have personal information of 
a character favourable to my request. 


[UBSC, DM 219 ser 1 (duplicated typescript); annotated by A.M.T(yndall); 
‘Subsequently rented for 3 years’ .] 


[694] 7 November 1906. Minutes of the Bristol Medical Clubs’ Union 


General Meeting 7 Nov. 1906 
Dr Stock was in the chair. 
The following were elected officers for the ensuing year: 
President J. Paul Bush Esq. Vice Presidents Prof. Fawcett, Dr Walker Hall. Hon 
Treas. Prof. Kent. Hon Sec. Mr P.J. Veale. Asst Sec. Mr S. Marle. 


The Treasurer’s report shewing a balance in hand of £[inserted in pencil: 195.8.814] 


°° Professor of Pathology and Morbid Anatomy from 1906, continuing in the University until 1933; 
Pathologist at the Royal Infirmary from 1906 to 1937: Perry, BRI, pp. 64-5, 107. 

64 W.S.V. Stock, Demonstrator in Practical Anatomy; Anaesthetist at the Royal Infirmary and elsewhere: 
SMB, pp. 58; UBSC, DM 506/59, p. 207. 
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was read and approved. It was suggested that a Secretary’s report should be presented 
at the Annual General Meeting. 

[Other business.| 

The following resolution passed by the Committee of the Union Society [was 
deleted] on Oct. 12th was submitted to the M.C.U. It was approved provided that 
equal facilities for playing were given to members of both unions. 

That the Medical Union allow members of the Union Society to play Rugby on 
condition that the Union Society on their part allow members of the Medical Union 
to play Association. 

[Signed] J. Paul Bush 4.2.07. 


[UBSC, DM 506/34, pp. 73-5 (MS).] 
[695] 25 March 1908. Minutes of the Bristol Medical Athletic Club 


General meeting held on Wednesday March 25th 1908. Mr Brett Smith was voted to 
the chair. The minutes of the last meeting read and confirmed. 

Election of officers for the ensuing season: 

Captain of Cricket XI Professor Fawcett. 
Vice Captain Mr J.D. Fry.°® 

The desirability of the formation of a Saturday men’s Hockey Club was discussed 
and it was decided to form such a society. Mr Lonsdale was elected Secretary, and 
a committee was formed to canvass the hockey men, and to make arrangements for 
next season. Elected to service on such committee: Mr Elliott, Mr Harris, Mr Baker. 

Saturday football clubs. It was decided to refer the formation of an Association 
Football Club to a later date.°° 

Rugby Saturday F.C. The Hon. Sec. was requested to write to all rugby men and to 
call a meeting of such men willing to play for the College on Saturday. 

At the proposition of Mr Elliott, it was decided to request the Secretary of the 
Hockey Club to put up a notice of the formation of a Saturday Hockey Club, urging 
men [to deleted] not [to] join outside clubs and to make arrangements to play for the 
University College. 

[Signed] B.G. Berry 25/5/08. 


[UBSC, DM 506/28 (MS).] 

[696] 6 May 1908. Foundation of University and Literary Club 

In future the Literary and Philosophical Club in Berkeley Square will be known as 
the University and Literary Club.*” This is the outcome of the proposal to incorporate 


the University Club with the Literary and Philosophical Club, and the change was 
accepted by a large majority at a meeting of the members of the latter organisation 


®> Assistant Lecturer since 1898; now Lecturer and Demonstator in Physics: UBSC, DM 506/59, p. 207. 
6° On 12 June it was resolved that an Association Football Club be formed ‘upon its own basis’ (same 
vol.). 

°°’ The ‘Literary and Scientific Club’, founded in 1890 at a meeting at UCB, first occupied 28 Berkeley 
Square and later moved to no. 20. Fry had been President from the outset, Lloyd Morgan delivered the first 
paper, and there were many other points of contact; but until this time the Club had no official connexion 
with UCB: The University & Literary Club 1890-2008 (Bristol, 2009), pp. 5-8, 27, 22-4. 
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at their Berkeley Square premises last evening, the chair being taken by the Right 
Hon. Lewis Fry. A similar step was taken in Liverpool, and, as there, it is hoped 
that this local incorporation will be of great assistance in forwarding the University 
movement. It was a curious coincidence that this important development should take 
place on the same day as the University scheme played such a prominent part in the 
governing body of the City of Bristol [500]. 


[Western Daily Press, 6 May 1908.] 
[697] 26 May 1908. Minutes of the Bristol Medical Athletic Club 


General meeting held on May 26th 1908. Mr Berry was voted to the chair. The 
minutes of the previous meeting were read and signed. 

The Hon. Sec. then read a letter from the Redcliffe Rowing Club offering terms 
to members of the Univ. Club Union — and after much discussion the following 
resolutions were unanimously passed: 

I. That [the letter from the Redcliffe Rowing Club be referred back to the Central 
Committee as deleted] <on consideration of the letter from the Redcliffe Rowing 
Club> the Athletic Club does not find enough support <among members> to justify 
further negotiations. 

II. That in the opinion of this meeting the formation of a Rowing Club is desirable 
— but that it should be formed independently of outside clubs. 

[Signed] C.J. Lees, 12.vii.08.°° 


[UBSC, DM 506/28 (MS).] 

[698] 5 May 1909. Local Executive Committee minutes 

[After other business] A letter was received from the War Office intimating that the 
Army Council would be prepared to accept a contingent for the Senior Division from 
the College subject to the conditions laid down in the regulations for the Officers’ 


Training Corps for Universities before acceptance being fulfilled. 


[UBSC, DM 506/56, p. 286 (MS).] 


68 Recte ‘vi’ as the next entry is dated 6 June. 

°° The OTCs were established by Haldane (as War Secretary) in 1908, following recommendations 
of a committee which included A.A. David. Universities supplied the Senior Division, and the Bristol 
contingent was duly formed in 1910: E.M. Spiers, University Officers’ Training Corps and the First World 
War (Council of Military Education Committees of the United Kingdom Occasional Paper no. 4, n.d.), 
pp. 10, 13. 
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[699] 1876-1909. Recollections of Marian Fry Pease 

[Text on CD.] 

[UBSC, DM 219, ser. 3; printed in Jerrard, Reminiscences, pp. 6—-16.] 
[700] 1894~-7. Recollections of Professor S.H. Reynolds 

[Text on CD.] 


[UBSC, DM 219, ser. 4.] 
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References to the text (arabic numerals) are to documents not pages. An added ‘n’ is used for 
editorial matter above and below entries as well as for footnotes. The swung dash (~) is used for 
repetition and to collect general references below sub-headings. 

Peers and holders of courtesy titles are indexed under their family names. ‘Kt’ is used for all 
classes of knighthood. Civic posts are of Bristol, and academic posts are of UCB/Bristol University, 
unless otherwise stated. Subjects taught or envisaged at UCB, BMS, MVTC and Bristol University 
are grouped under the heading academic disciplines. UK places are located by counties existing 
before 1 April 1974. 

The index does not cover matter occurring only in the preliminary tables and on the attached CD. 


Synopsis of Bristol entries 

Bristol, City and County: (1) civic government and public officials; (2) places of worship; (3) 
educational institutions; (4) hospitals and places of care; (5) other institutions and organisations; 
(6) other properties and general place-names; (7) general and miscellaneous 

Bristol, University College: (1) governance and committees; (2) officials; (3) servants; (4) finance; 
(5) professors generally; (6) professors/chairs (by subject); (7) lecturers and other academic staff; 
(8) students; (9) examinations and awards; (10) teaching and research; (11) extra-curricular 
and social activities; (12) disorders; (13) buildings, furnnishings and grounds; (14) general and 
miscellaneous 

Bristol Medical School/UCB Faculty of Medicine 

Bristol University 

Other bodies with Bristol in the title are within Bristol, City and County (5) 


Abbot, Henry Napier, solicitor, xliv &n, li, letters to, 268, 274, 279, 284 


lv, lvi, 433, 436, 461, 482, 514-15, 
522-3, 545, 610, 632, 639, 662; 
pl.4 
letters from, 385, 451, 490n, 524, 526, 
531,535,538, 549, 561, 593, 665, 
667 
letters to, 525,528,534, 537, 539 
Richenda Mary (née Fry; wife of H.N.), 143, 
144, 385n, 406 
Abbot, Pope, Brown & Abbot, Solicitors, 665 
Abbott, Evelyn, Fellow of Balliol, Clifton 
College master, 17n, 192n, 259n 


Aberdare, Baron see Bruce, H.A. 
Aberdeen University, 180 
Aberystwyth, [Cardigans], University College 
of Wales, xli, xlviti, 110, 165, 180 
academic disciplines (taught or envisaged at 
UCB, BMS, MVTC and Bristol 
University; including external and 
occasional lectures): 
Agriculture, 329, 377 
Aramaic, xxxii, 483 
Archaeology, 329, 483 
Architecture, 144, 406 
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academic disciplines (continued) 


Art, 329 

Astronomy, 329, 359 

Bacteriology, 359, 420-3, 440 

Biology, 170, 252, 275, 323, 329, 359,510, 
545 

Botany, xxxii, 2n, 47,56, 64, 104n, 110, 
139, 170, 227, 245, 258, 275, 340, 
342, 344, 378, 380, 383-4, 450, 510, 
530 

Brewing, 445 

Burmese, xxxii, 405 

Carpentry, 295 

Chemistry/Chemical Engineering, xxx, 
XXxlii, XXXvii, Iviii, 12, 25, 28, 30-1, 
33-4, 37, 40-3, 49-50, 54, 56, 58, 
64-5, 69-70, 74, 82, 95-6, 103, 
105-6, 109-13, 116, 118-22, 132-3, 
137-8, 145, 153, 170n, 1734, 245, 
258, 310, 329, 332, 340, 357, 383, 
444-5, 520, 530, 555, 557-8, 563, 
572,574, 599, 607, 609-10, 612-13, 
615-18, 625, 631, 641, 683n 

Classics, 56, 105, 111, 143, 183, 223, 237n, 
329, 352, 406n, 454, 530 

Commerce, 12, 16, 308-10, 329, 352, 359, 
364, 374, 445 

Dentistry, 329 

Divinity/Theology, xxxii, 64, 97, 294, 307, 
329 

Drawing (geometrical/technical), 58, 110, 
223, 340, 383 

Drawing (perspective), 223 

Dress making, 295 

Dyeing/Bleaching, 25, 28, 31, 70, 73,95, 
109, 111-12, 118, 120, 295, 329, 
445 

Economics/Political Science, xxx, xxxii, 56, 
82, 105, 123, 126, 129, 1434, 271, 
329, 352, 359, 429-30, 443, 445, 
455, 530 

Education/teacher training, xxviii, xlii, 
237-9, 246-8, 276, 294, 307, 309, 
370, 389, 395, 413, 530, 545, 583, 
603 

Egyptian, 483 

Electricity, 62, 117,223 

Engineering, xxxiil, xlvi, xlvii, lii, lvii—lviii, 
Iviii, lix, 12, 16, 105, 110, 121, 174, 
243, 264, 295, 308-10, 312, 320, 
328-9, 338, 340, 342, 347, 349, 352, 
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354, 357, 359-60, 364, 370, 3734, 
378-83, 408, 411,441, 445-6, 450, 
474-5, 485, 487, 489, 491, 495, 
520-1, 530-1, 535,537,541, 546, 
555, 557-8, 563, 568-9, 574, 578, 
580, 582, 584, 588, 607, 609, 612, 
615-20, 625, 628, 630-1, 638-9, 
641, 643, 645, 648, 651, 665, 669 

English language/literature, xxxii, 12, 56, 
69, 110, 183, 190, 271, 273, 329, 
352, 411, 530, 676, 688 

French, xxxii, 56, 110, 223, 389 

Geography, 56, 82, 89n 

Geology, xxxiii, 12,56, 58, 82, 105, 110, 
154, 208, 275, 520, 530, 641 

German, xxxii, 56, 110, 227n, 300n 

Greek, language/history, xxxii, 110, 143, 
329, 454 

Hebrew, 110, 243 

Hindustani, 483 

History, xxviii, xxxii, 12, 16, 30-1, 56, 60-1, 
69, 73, 110, 132, 183, 190, 329, 335, 
352, 411, 416n, 418, 530 

Italian, xxxii, 230, 237n, 689 

Latin, 56, 143, 223 

Law, 12, 16, 108, 110, 278, 329, 352, 411 

Logic, 110, 530 

Machine Construction, 223 

Magnetism, xxxiii, 62,223 

Manufacturing, 16, 110, 308-10 

Mathematics, xxviii, 12, 16,56, 58-9, 61, 
82n, 110, 136, 143n, 221, 237n, 329, 
352, 383, 520, 530,555, 590n, 641 

Mechanics, 12,56, 82 

Medicine, xxxv—xxxvi, lvi, 2-8, 10, 12, 
14-15, 16n, 18, 20, 24, 30-2, 42-3, 
53, 64, 66-9, 72, 76-82, 84-6, 88-9, 
92,99, 109-10, 121, 133, 139, 153, 
175, 178, 181, 194, 198, 204, 218, 
220, 235-6, 238, 250, 253-60, 268, 
271, 299, 309-10, 329, 352-3, 387, 
392, 403n, 406n, 411, 423-4, 440, 
456, 485, 530, 532,545,553, 594n 

Metallurgy, 16, 308-10, 329, 352, 357, 
445-6, 450 

Mining, 12, 16, 96, 308-10, 352, 408, 
445-6, 518n, 563, 574 

Modern Languages, xxxii, 47, 56, 223, 227n, 
230, 329, 530, 689 

Music, xlvii, 329, 340, 342, 378, 380, 383, 
443n 


Index 


Natural History, 275, 329, 359 
Optics, 62 
Oriental Languages and Literature, xxxii, 
329, 483, 530 
Paleontology, 90 
Pathology, 218n, 440, 693n 
Pharmacy, 16, 309-10, 329, 340, 352, 364 
Philology, 329 
Philosophy, 143, 329 
Physics, xxxili, 6,61—2, 73, 82, 96, 102, 
109, 117, 121, 140, 275, 320, 329, 
340, 383, 530; pl. 7 
Physiology, 76, 92, 223, 378, 380, 383, 394, 
423-4, 440, 530 
Plumbing, 295 
Political Economy/Science see Economics 
Psychology, xxxi, 153n, 530 
Sanitary Engineering, 445-6 
Science, Pure/Applied, xxxiii, xliv—xlv, xlvi, 
liii, 110, 309, 328-9, 340, 342, 352, 
354, 357, 359-60, 364, 370, 374, 
411,441, 445-6, 450, 474-6, 485, 
489, 491,555,557, 563 
Sculpture, 454 
Shorthand, 223 
Spanish, 230 
Speleology, 384 
Syriac, xxxii, 483 
Technology, xlvi, lii, lv, 329, 352, 357, 359, 
364, 370, 3734, 380, 446, 485, 487, 
491, 497, 518,521,523, 531 
Textile industries, xxxvi-xxxviii, 31,63, 95, 
107, 109-12, 116, 120 
Zoology, 47, 90, 227, 342, 344, 378, 380, 
383-4, 450, 530 
academic dress, 59, 61 
Acland, Sir Arthur Herbert Dyke [Bt 1919], 
MP, Vice-President of the Committee 
on Education (1892-5), 210, 235n 
Adams, Charles, Master of SMV (1907-8), liv, 
437, 472-3 
letters to, 491,509, 511 
Admiralty, First Lord, 169n 
Aeschylus, Greek tragedian, 406n 
Agar, Augusta D.S., student, 688, 691-2 
agricultural depression, x1 
agricultural education, 377 
Agriculture, Board of, 510 
airships, 651 
Albert University, projected, xlix 
Alexandra, Queen, 529-30, 532-3 
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Alford, Josiah George, Canon of Bristol, 487 
Allen, George J., student, 292 
Alleyne, Forster M., 275 
William, 259n 
America, South, 394 
United States see that heading 
animals, experiments on, 394 
Anson, Sir William Reynell, Bt, MP, 572-3 
“Anti-Pauperization’ (pseud), 149-50 
letters from, 148, 151 
archaeology, 235n 
Arinthot, — , Lecturer, 389 
Arkwright, — , letter to, 623 
Sir John Stanhope (Kt 1934), MP, 623n 
Armstrong, Rosabel E., student, 681, 683 
Sir William George, Baron Armstrong 
(1887), industrialist, 210 
Arnold, Matthew (son of Thomas), author and 
critic, Inspector of Schools, 105n, 
179, 670 
Thomas, Headmaster of Rugby, xxvi 
Arrowsmith, James William, printer, li, lvi, Ivii, 
Iviii, 181, 194-5, 198, 204, 218, 245, 
260, 262, 276, 294, 313n, 324n, 327, 
331, 356, 372-3, 376, 378, 380, 383, 
403, 415,421, 424, 433, 436, 506, 
530, 545,591,592n, 594, 626, 629, 
652, 677 
letters &c from, 166, 342, 347, 360, 371, 
375, 486, 621 
letters to, 277, 414, 426-8, 451, 461-4, 479, 
482, 484, 490, 494-5, 498-9, 502-5, 
507,514, 549, 561,570, 592-3, 595, 
611,619, 655-6, 665-7 
Arrowsmith, J.W., Ltd, printers, 64n, 532 
Arrowsmiths Dictionary of Bristol, 313n 
Ashenhurst, Thomas Rutherford, Lecturer on 
Textile Industries, 63, 70 
Ashman, Sir Herbert (Kt 1899, Bt 1917), 
Mayor/Lord Mayor (1898-1900), 
335, 348 
Asquith, Herbert Henry, [Earl of Oxford and 
Asquith 1925], Chancellor of the 
Exchequer (1905-8), Prime Minister 
(1908-16), 200n, 458, 556n, 564n 
Atchley, George Frederick, physician, 2,4, 
7, 10,15, 18, 24, 32, 42-3, 66, 68, 
84-5, 92,258 
Attorney-General, report by, 624 
Atwood, George, mathematician, and his 
machine, 62 


472 


Austin, Ebenezer, and Son (Alfred), publishers, 
264 
James Valentine, Judge of the County Court, 
545 
Austria-Hungary, 590, 651 
Avebury, Baron see Lubbock, Sir J. 
Avon, River, 541 
Avonmouth, [Glos], 394 
Royal Edward Dock, lv, 460n, 499, 507, 649 


Badock, Sir Stanley Hugh (Kt 1943), 594 
letters from, 443, 455 
Baker, Arthur (brother of W.P.), corn merchant, 
204, 551 
memorial service, 589n 
Charles, instrument maker, 275 
Dudley W., student, 298, 300, 303 
John E., chemical scholar, 58 
Hiatt Cowles, 545, 652 
James, 594 
Lionel Charles Watkins, student, 695 
William Mills, draper, 104 
William Proctor, UCB Treasurer, xxix, xliv, 
2, 16, 21, 31, 35-8, 45, 56, 64, 85, 
99,110, 115, 124, 127, 130, 148n, 
164, 194-5, 198, 218, 234-5, 309, 
491 
death, 491n 
donation, 204 
letters from, 146, 156, 160, 336, 380 
letter to, 147 
Baker-Peroyre, J.H., extension lecturer, 454 
Baker & Baker, drapers, 104n 
Balfour, Arthur James, Prime Minister 
(1902-5), 415n, 490n 
Private Secretary, 572n 
Bangor, [Caernarvons], University College of 
North Wales, xlviii, 180, 268 
Bank of England, 31 
bankruptcy, 93 
Baptist Church, xxxii 
Barber, George A.W., student, 224—5 
Baring, Evelyn, Earl of Cromer, 627 
Barker, William Robert, Alderman, 289-91, 
348, 401n, 403, 421,477, 501, 545, 
594 
Barnard, Lionel H., student, 229 
Barnes, Thomas, Mayor (1873-4), 17 
Barnett, Francis Gilmore, solicitor, City 
Councillor, 223, 378, 383, 403, 406, 
413n, 477 
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death, 490 
Percy Arthur, Schools Inspector, 603 
Samuel Augustus (brother of F.G.), Canon of 
Bristol then Westminster, 223n, 413n 
Barrell, Edith (wife of F.R.), 680 
Francis Richard, Professor of Mathematics, 
237, 298-9, 313n, 406, 407n, 413, 
415,419, 594, 663 
Barry, Charles Edward, solicitor, 545 
Barstow, H.C., donor, 204 
Bath, [Soms], 191, 431 
City Council, 530 
lectures at, 73, 208 
Mayor, 195n 
Bath, Marquess of see Thynne, T.H. 
Batten, Herbert Cary George, Sheriff, 545 
Beaconsfield, Earl of see Disraeli, B. 
Beale, Charles Gabriel, Lord Mayor of 
Birmingham, 326n 
Beaufort, Duchess of see Somerset, L.E. 
Beaufort, Duke of see Somerset, H.A.F. 
Beavis, J.H., — , student, 672 
Beddoe, John, physician, 3, 12, 61, 132, 204 
Belfast, Queen’s College/University, | n; 56n, 
69n, 180, 501 
Bell, Amy, scholar, 58 
Sir Isaac Lowthian, Bt, ironmaster and 
metallurgist, 210 
Beloe, Henry Willoughby, City Councillor, 
477,551, 661 
Benares, [United Provinces, India], Central 
Hindu College, 153n 
Benedict, St, alluded to, 201 
Benson, Carpenter, Cross (~ & Williams) & 
Co., solicitors to SMV, 558, 562, 
568, 573,575, 577-8, 585, 589, 
615, 620, 628, 633, 643, 647, 653, 
693 
letters from, 553-5, 563, 638, 658 
letters to, 550,557, 648 
Berlin, Charlottenburg industrial museum, 317 
International Congress of Women (1904), 
417n 
University Chemical Laboratory, 50, 56n 
Berry, B.G., student, 695, 697 
Bessemer, Sir Henry, steelmaking process, 132 
bibliopegy, 532n 
Birkitt, John, President of the Royal College of 
Surgeons, 72, 76 
Birmingham, [Warwicks], xl, 1, 75, 173 
Lord Mayor, 326n, 427 


Index 


Mason College, xxv, xxxviii, xlii, xlv, xlviii, 
16, 17, 56n, 61n, 102, 140, 173, 180, 
196, 202, 233n, 234-5, 246-8, 289, 
296, 325, 332 
Council, 173 
Principal, 234n, 326 
Secretary, letter from, 326 
MPs, 210n, 215n 
Philosophical Society, 196n 
support for University, 427 
Birmingham University, xlvii, xl viii, xlix, 1, 
li, 387, 411, 491, 501, 530, 541, 
545, 556, 560, 565, 567, 641, 643 
Chancellor, lix n, 464 
Charter/foundation, 326, 337, 350, 427, 441, 
461, 482, 485, 496, 554 
Vice-Chancellor, 34n 
Birmingham and Midland Institute, 196n 
Birrell, Augustine, President of the Board of 
Education (1905-7), Iviii, 426n, 432, 
501,549, 569n, 572, 591-2 
letters from, 505,595, 656 
Birtill, — , and wife, donors, 204 
Bishop, E.H., Porter, 260-1 
Blackburn, Helen, student, portrait collection, 
417 
Hugh, mathematician, 61 
Blagdon, Soms, 414 
Blaikie, Adrian, Lecturer in Chemistry, 132, 
138, 143 
Bland, John George, architect, 75n 
Blatchford, Ambrose Nichols, Unitarian 
minister, 545 
William Nichols (son of A.N), student, 677 
Board, Edmund Comer, surgeon, 2, 15, 18, 24, 
139, 258 
Bobbett, Alfred Edward, President of the 
Bristol Law Society, 545 
Bodington, Sir Nathan (Kt 1908), classicist, 
177, 179, 197 
Bodley, George Frederick, architect, 70n 
Bombay, Governor, 653n 
Bond, — , Oxford Extension Lecturer, 406 
Frederick Bligh, architect, 235, 403 
Boorne, — , Miss, student, 676 
Bosloe, [Cornw], 480, 491, 515,517,519, 523, 
551,575, 654 
Bosnia, 590n 
Boston, [MA], 182n 
see also Massachusetts Institute of 
Technology 
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Bousfield, William Robert, Lecturer 
in Mathematics and Applied 
Mechanics, 55, 56, 61 
Boutflower, Alice Mary (née Goodwin; wife of 
C.E.D.), student, 454 
Charles Edward Douglas, City Councillor, 
454m 
Charles William Marsh (father of C.E.D.), 
vicar of Dundry, 454n 
Mary Dorothea (née Gwynn; wife of 
C.W.M.), 454n 
Bowood House, [Wilts], 490n 
Box, [Glos], 517-18, 640 
Bradford, [Yorks WR], 70 
Bradshaw’s Guide (railway timetables), xxxi 
Bramwell, George William Wilshere, Baron 
Bramwell, judge, 210 
Bridgwater (Bridgewater), [Soms], lectures 
at, 73 
Bristol, Archdeacon of, 64n, 406n 
Bristol, bishopric, 259n 
Bishop see Browne, G.F. 
union with Gloucester dissolved, 315n 
Bristol, City and County: 
Bristol (1) civic government and public 
Officials 
Aldermen, xxviii, 31n, 37-8, 56, 135n, 
287n, 290, 401n, 403, 411, 433, 436, 
437n, 477, 499-500, 540-1, 545, 
547, 551n, 594, 636, 646, 651 
Architect, 235n 
Chief Constable, salary, 649 
City (usually ‘Town’) Council / Councillors, 
liv, 3n, 6n, 184, 186, 188, 195n, 
223n, 235, 262, 406n, 407n, 420, 
422, 437n, 454n, 470, 487n, 491, 
504n, 508, 551 
aid to MVTC, xly, xvii, 352, 354-5, 
379-80, 382, 547 
aid to UCB/University, xli, xlii , xliv, liv, 
ly, lvi, lviii, 287-91, 463, 467, 470, 
477, 479, 496, 499-503, 505, 509, 
530, 540-2, 548, 556, 564, 621, 636, 
645-6, 649-51, 653-4 
arms, 35, 56, 666 
Assessment Committee (rating), 305 
Co-ordination Committee (higher 
education), 411 
Docks Committee, 499 
Education Committee, 487, 547-8 
Health Committee, 421 
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Bristol (1) government (continued) 
petition from, 541 (text), 542,556, 636 
proceedings, 500-1, 540, 650-1 


representation on UCB/ University bodies, 


287-91, 329, 485, 550, 554 
seal, 540-1 
Technical Instruction Committee (TIC), 
xlii, xlv, xlvi, xlvii, 242-3, 287-91, 
308, 317, 319, 321, 324, 329, 342, 
352, 354-9, 370-1, 376, 378-80, 
382-3, 388, 395, 411, 491 
University Committee, lv, 470, 496, 500, 
509, 550-1, 645-6, 650-1 
Watch Committee, 420-1 
County Court, Registrars, 545 
Director of Education see Cook, Sir E.H. 
Docks officials, 649 
JPs, 486, 545 
Lieutenancy, 545 
Local Education Authority, 379, 395-7, 
501n, 541 
Lord Mayor’s Chaplain, 487n 
Mayor/Lord Mayor (from 1899): (1871-2: 
Baker), 12; (1873-4: Barnes), 17; 
(1875-6: Jones), 59; (1876-9: 
Edwards), 31n; (1886-7: Edwards), 
xli, 173, 179-80, 184, 195, 198; 
(1898-1900: Ashman), 335, 348; 
(1902-4: Symes), 397-8; (1904-5: 
James), 420; (1907-8: James), liv, 
lv, 470, 477, 496, 500-2, 506, 509, 
512,523, 542, 545,551; (1908-9: 
Robinson), 650-1; (1921-2: Cook), 
406n 
Medical Officer of Health, 394 
MPs, li &n, Ivii, 3n, 17, 195n, 309, 432n, 
508, 564n, 569, 627n 
Public Analyst, 58n, 420 
rates, 184,428, 463, 500-1, 645-6, 649-51 
Sheriff, 12n, 31n, 74, 84n, 195, 204, 242n, 
348, 545,594 
Solicitor, salary, 649 
Surveyor, lii 
Sword Bearer, xxiv, 56n 
Town Clerk, xlv, 291; see also Burgess, 
D.T.; Taylor, EJ. 
Bristol (2) places of worship 
All Saints, Clifton, 275n 
Cathedral, Clerk of the Works, 37-8, 56 
Canons, xxxi, 64n, 104n, 223n, 238n, 
294n, 406n, 487n, 545, 670n 


Chapter House (Canons’ residence), 149, 
155 
Dean see Elliot, G.; Pigou, F. 
monument, 59n 
nave building, 22 
Christ Church, Barton Hill, 483n 
Holy Trinity, Clifton, Vicar, 294n 
Lewin’s Mead Unitarian Meeting House, 
22n 
Redland Quaker meeting, 61 
St Andrew’s, Clifton, churchyard, 403n 
St George’s, Brandon Hill, Vicar, 64n 
St Mary Redcliffe, 22, 589 
Vicar, 64n 
St Nicholas’s with St Leonard’s, Vicar, 545 
St Paul’s, Clifton, 83n, 670n 
St Philip’s, 278n 
Westbury with Redland, Vicar, 545 


Bristol (3) educational institutions 


Baptist College, xxix, 30n, 530,545 

Bishop’s College, xxxii, 24n 

Bristol College, xxxii, xxxv 

Bristol Grammar School, xxix, 17n, 136, 
170n, 317, 530, 532,545 

Cathedral School, 545 

Clergy Daughters’ School, 391 

Clifton College see that heading 

Clifton High School for Girls, 391, 545 

Colston Schools, (generally), 146 

Colston’s Girls’ School, 391,475, 534n, 545 

Colston’s Hospital / ~ Boarding School / ~ 
School for Boys, 532, 545, 587, 633 

Day Training Colleges, 530,545, 583, 603 

Kensington School of Art, 317 

Queen Elizabeth’s Hospital, 532, 545 

Redcross Street schools, 223, 231 

Redland High School for Girls, 391, 530,545 

Red Maids’ School, 532 

Russell Town Board School, 231-2 

St George School Board, 231 

School Boards, 3n, 231, 247n, 319, 324, 
336, 340, 487n 

School of Art, 317, 340 

schools (generally), 532, 545 

Trade and Mining School, xliv, xlv, 2n, 17n, 
71, 146-9, 223, 308-10, 327n, 352, 
547 

see also heading Merchant Venturers’ 

Training College 

University and University College see 
headings separate headings below 
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Western (Congregational) College, 532, 545 


Bristol (4) hospitals and places of care 


Blind Asylum, Park Row, xliii, lii, 43 1n, 
441,561 
Cossham Memorial Hospital, Kingswood, 
195n 
Deaf and Dumb Institution, Park Row, 
XXviii, 37-8, 56 
Dispensary, 56n, 115 
Eye Hospital, 84n 
General Hospital, xxxv, xxxvi, 66n, 76, 81, 
115, 257n, 406n, 424n, 456, 530, 686n 
Secretary, 456 
Royal Infirmary, xxxv, xxxvi, 2n, 3n, 16n, 
22n, 43n, 72, 76-81, 84n, 92n, 115, 
218n, 236n, 322n, 403n, 415n, 456n, 
479n, 530, 693n 
President and Treasurer, 456n 
skiagraphy, 322-2 


Bristol (5) other institutions and organisations 


(omitting ‘Bristol’ in title) 

Anchor Society, 167, 335,550, 554 

Academy of Fine Arts, 530 

Architects, Society of, 83n, 407, 530 

Chamber of Commerce, li, 195n, 313, 430, 
443n, 466 

Clifton Committee / Association for the 
Higher Education of Women, xxxiii, 
45, 56, 59-60, 91,273 

Clifton Improvement Association, 530 

Clifton Laboratory, Berkeley Square, 239, 
411 

Clifton Rugby Football Club, 84n, 674, 677, 
682 

Clifton Shakespeare Society, 2n 

Conservative Association (Bristol West), 530 

Dolphin Society, 335, 550, 554 

Education Society, 530 

Engineers, Association of, 530 

Fishponds Church Institute, 232 

Grateful Society, 335, 550, 554 

Grocers’ and Provision Dealers’ Association 
(Bristol & District), 530 

Law Society, Incorporated, 108,530,545 

Library Society, xxvii, 24n 

Literary and Philosophical Institution / 
Scientific Club, xxvii, 2n, 239n, 411, 
696 

Lost and Starving Dogs Home, xliv, 286 

Medical School see heading Bristol Medical 
School 
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Medico-Chirurgical Society, 353, 530 
Microscopical Society, 530 
Miners’ Association, 501n 
Museum and Library, xxvii, xxviii, xliv, 2-4, 
7, 12,21, 24, 30, 35, 42, 58, 61, 82n, 
219n, 239 
apparatus/specimens, xxxili, 58, 62,90 
Council minutes, 3, 6 
lecture theatre, 260, 262 
new building (1905), 24n, 278n 
Naturalists’ Society, 3n, 143, 530 
Pharmaceutical Association (Bristol and 
District), 194, 530 
Record Office, xlv n 
Red Cross, 479n 
Redcliffe Rowing Club, 697 
Rugby Football Club, xxxiv, 674n 
Scientific Club, 530 
Sunday Society, 530 
Teachers’ Association (Bristol & District), 
530 
Telephone Company, 322 
Timber Importers’ Association, 530 
Trades Council, 149-50, 498, 499n, 549 
University and Literary Club, 696 
University Committee (promoters’ agency, 
often ‘Fry’s Committee’), li-lii, 
liv, lvi, Ivii, lviii, 425, 431-3, 
450-1, 471, 485, 487-8, 491-3, 
508, 513, 515-16, 519-20, 523, 
525, 542, 544,551, 553-7, 561, 
563, 569, 571, 586-7, 589, 602, 
609, 613, 622, 625, 631, 641-2, 
645, 648 
YMCA, 530 
Zoological Gardens, 693 


Bristol (6) other properties and general place- 


names 
Aberdeen Road, 105n 

Arno’s Villa, Lower Hartley Place, 6n 
Ashton Gate, 312 

Avon Gorge, 108n 

Avon Gorge Hotel, 346n 

Badock Wood, 443n 

Beaufort Road, Clifton, 662 
Bedminster, 467 

Berkeley Square, 239, 317, 696 
Broad Plain House, 278 

Broomwell House, Brislington, 12n 
Buffalo Bill’s Field, Horfield, 674 
Canynge Road, Clifton, 676, 681, 688 
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Bristol (6) place-names (continued) 


Carlton Place, Clifton, 102 

Castle Green, 499 

Charles Street, 54 

City Road, 292 

Clarence House, Clifton Park, 617 

Clayton House, Clifton Park, 495, 659, 692 

Clifton, 17, 217, 273, 278n, 279, 299, 454n, 
623n 

beauty of, 132n, 403n 
Councillor, 287n 

Clifton Hill House, xxvii, 12n, 17n 

Clifton Vale, 89n, 238 

Coldharbour Lane, 677n 

Colston Hall, xlii, 59, 403n 

Cook’s Folly, 108n 

Corn Street, 30, 152n, 553-5, 563, 638, 
658 

Cornwallis Crescent, 59n 

Coronation Road, 292 

Cotham House, 479 

Council House, [Corn St], xl, xlvii, lv, 31, 
289, 291-2, 317, 321, 324, 355, 358, 
364, 378, 380, 382-3, 496, 509, 512, 
517, 523, 550 

County Ground, [Ashley Down], 677, 682, 
684-5 

Croydon Street, 150 

Cumberland Road, 58 

Downs, the, 59, 473 

Easton Road, 150 

Frenchay, 61 

Frogmore Street, 44, 56 

Goldney House, Clifton Hill, 142, 279, 433, 
438, 444, 446, 470, 484-5, 502, 514, 
520, 586, 609, 619, 622, 625, 632, 
637, 641-2 

Grand Spa Hotel, 346 

Guildhall, 313 

Guthrie Road, Clifton, 218n 

Hampton Road, 292 

Holmes, The, Stoke Bishop, 104n 

Holmwood, Westbury-on-Trym, 443, 455 

Horfield, 693 

Kings Weston, 106 

Leigh Woods, 419, 467 

Manilla Hall, Clifton, 136n 

Manor House, Clifton, 147 

Memorial Stadium, Horfield, 674n 

Merchants’ Hall, 223, 242, 319, 435, 437-9, 
442, 445, 447, 450, 453, 472-3, 475, 
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478, 485, 513, 517-18, 534, 544, 
552, 585, 643, 648, 653 

Montpelier, 269n 

Moon Street, 135 

Nelson Steeet, xliv 

Netham Chemical Works, Barton Hill, 170n 

Old Bank see heading Miles, Cave, Baillie 
& Co. 

Osborne Road, Clifton, 132n, 143-4, 153, 
177, 179, 182, 184, 191, 193, 197, 
199-200 

Palace, [Bishop’s], 516, 606 

Park Row, xxvil, xxviii, xliii, lix, 24n, 37-8, 
44, 56-7, 85; pl. 2 

Pembroke Place, Clifton, 59n 

Pembroke Road, Clifton, 67, 105, 260n, 
481 

Pembroke Vale, Clifton, 664 

Princes Buildings, Clifton, 190, 466 

Quay Street, 64n, 375, 486 

Queen Square, 287, 365, 388 

Queen’s Road, 30, 317, 340 

Redcliff Back, 146 

Rifle Drill Hall, Park St, 24, 160n 

Ruysdael Place, 44n 

St Anne’s Park, 693 

St Vincent’s Hall, Clifton Park, 12n 

St Vincent’s Works, Easton, 99n 

Seymour Road, 292 

Shannon Court, Corn St, 30-1, 385, 524, 
526, 531, 535, 538, 639, 665 

Somerset Street, Kingsdown, 548 

Star coffee-house, Old Market, 149n 

Stoke Bishop, 487n 

Sundon House, Clifton Down, 12n 

Thornton Villa, Richmond Hill, 204 

Tyndall’s Park, xxviii, 17n, 24, 30, 56, 92, 
110,581 

Unity Street (all references to MVTC), xliv, 
liti, 434n, 441-2, 444, 446, 485, 489, 
492,495, 497 

University College Road, 250 

Vestry Hall, Pennywell Road, 232 

Victoria Rooms, xxviii, 16-17, 309, 671 

Westbury-on-Trym, 443, 455 

Whatley Road, Clifton, 663 

Winifred House, Pembroke Place, 59 

see also Avonmouth 


Bristol (7) general and miscellaneous 


affairs ignored by London papers, 502 
architects, 83 
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bankers, 649 

citizens, appeals to, 31, 110, 115, 175, 180, 
182, 195, 198,542 

citizens’ petition, 545 

Clifton lunacy case (1888), 253n 

economic decline, x1 

electricity supply, 649 

Industrial and Fine Arts Exhibition (1884), 
xxxix, 160, 163, 166, 175 

newspapers, xxviii, liii, lvii, 30-1, 33, 56, 
64, 183-4, 394, 422, 508, 542, 
568-9, 571,578, 654 

population (figures), 1 &n; 180,541, 545 

port, xl 

tramways, 693 

Welsh Industries Exhibition (1903), 403 

working class opposition to University, 494 


Bristol, University College: 


(1) governance and committees 
Arts and Science, Faculty, xlvii, 307, 320, 
353, 405,412 
minutes, 298, 300, 303, 316, 333, 368, 
384, 389, 396 
Association, Memorandum and Articles of, 
XXix—XxXx, Xlvii, 31, 36-7, 46 , 48, 
52-3, 56, 64, 69, 190, 240-1, 255, 
258, 352, 354, 530 
Biological, Geological and Botanical sub- 
committee, 275, 323 
Building Committee, xxix, 89, 99-101, 135, 
220, 305,415 
Canvassing Committee, xxxix, 103-4, 107, 
110, 113, 115, 195, 198, 204 
Council, appointments, xxix, 27, 49, 64, 
173, 265, 315, 367, 401-2, 409-10, 
416,510n 
civic representatives, 287-91 
first meeting, xxviii, Xxxvii, 56 
letters &c from, 145,532 
letters/reports to, 76, 123, 140, 160 
minutes, 56-7, 64, 69, 72-3, 75, 78,81, 
83, 86, 97, 103, 108, 121, 124, 127, 
130, 135, 139, 152, 156, 160-1, 164, 
166-7, 171, 183, 190, 194, 203, 208, 
218, 220-2, 226, 233, 236, 241, 248, 
256, 285, 288, 294, 307, 320, 331, 
341, 351,370, 388, 401, 412, 415, 
417-18, 421, 430, 440, 449, 458, 
483,510,559 
parsimony, alleged, xl, 61, 158 
~ 122, 136, 141, 145, 172, 174-5, 178-9, 
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201-2, 235, 237, 276, 281, 314, 316, 
347, 372, 375-6, 397-8, 400, 413, 
443, 455, 469, 482, 527, 530, 581, 
583, 594, 620, 641, 643 
dissolution, 581, 594, 624 
Educational Board, xxix, xxx, 15,56, 58, 64, 
69, 81, 218, 224-5, 228-30, 233n, 
237, 239n, 240-1, 244, 246, 250, 
254-5, 270 
Extension Lectures Committee, 454 
Finance Committee, xxix, 45,56, 133, 440, 
449, 583 
Governors, xxix, lvi, 27, 31, 49, 111, 246, 
258, 263, 352, 425, 440n, 522, 527, 
529-30, 542, 581,594 
House Committee, xxix—xxx, 278, 323 
letter to, 117 
minutes, 90, 98, 170, 181, 245, 249, 251, 
260, 262, 264, 266, 280, 322, 334, 
353, 369, 392, 399, 404 
Local Executive Committee (LEC), xxx, 64, 
73, 75, 81, 86, 89, 101n, 108, 121, 
135, 139, 140n, 152, 154, 156, 166, 
171, 181, 190, 194, 208, 218, 223, 
225, 227, 230-2, 234-6, 238-40, 
242n, 243, 246-8, 253, 256, 260-1, 
267, 269, 271-3, 276, 277n, 278, 
280-2, 283n, 287n, 291n, 292n, 
293-4, 299, 302n, 304n, 305, 307, 
312n, 313n, 314-15, 318, 320, 321n, 
322-3, 324n, 325-6, 328, 330n, 
337n, 350, 353, 356, 369, 385n, 386, 
390-1, 393n, 394n, 395, 397n, 398n, 
402-3, 405, 408, 410n, 412-13, 415, 
420, 422-4, 425n, 429-30, 440, 
443n, 449, 456n, 457n, 465n, 469, 
483, 506, 510, 529, 583, 603, 690, 
698 
Preliminary Council/Committees (1874-6), 
16, 30-1, 35-8, 40, 44-5, 47, 50, 
53-6, 58 
registration/incorporation as company, 
XXVIii, xxix, 48, 52-3, 56 
seal, xxvili, 30, 35-6, 53, 56, 527, 529-30 
Senate, xxix, xxxii, xl viii, li, liii n, 276, 300, 
325,412,415, 425, 466, 481, 483, 
510, 532 
Social and Economic Studies, Board, 413 
Students’ Canvassing Committee, 194 
Students’ Representative Council, 690 
Temporary Premises Committee, 44 
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Bristol, University College: (1) governance 
(continued) 
University Committee (1906) see under 
Bristol (5) because independent of 
UCB 
University Extension Lectures Committee, 
406-7 
Bristol, University College (2) officials 
bankers, 56, 198, 467 
Chairman of Council, appointment, 30, 
35-6, 56, 137, 401n 
letter to, 166 
see also Budd, F.N.; Fry, A. and L. 
Chairman, Vice-, appointment, 56, 137n 
Council see subsection (1) above 
Dean see Principal 
Lady Registrar, appointment, 152 
Lady Tutor, appointment, 331, 341 
Librarian, Honorary, 219n 
Mistress of Method, 583 
appointment, 391, 395 
President, appointment, xxxi, 246, 263 
duty, 507 


see also Elliot, G.; Jowett, B.; Percival, J. 


Principal/Dean, xxix, xxxiv 
appointment, xxx—xxxi, 64, 69, 91, 97, 
122-4, 127, 130, 163, 178, 218 
distinction of appointees, xxxi, 458 
office, 132, 260 
reduction in salary, 171, 174 
title of Dean adopted, xxx, xxxi, 218 
title of Principal resumed, xxx, 237, 
240-1 
Secretary/Registrar, xxiv 
appointment, xxxv—xxxvi, 30, 56, 144, 
239n 
files, 1 
office, 56, 100-1 


see also Langley, J.N.; Rafter, J. Stock, E. 


Solicitor(s), xxviii, xxxvi, lvi, Ivii, 30, 35, 
81, 203, 218, 240, 305, 693 
see also Williams, T.W. 
Treasurer, xliv, 402n, 467 
appointment, 30, 56 
duties, 64 
see also Baker, W.P.; Thomas, H.E. 
Bristol, University College (3) servants 
charwoman, 260 
household (hall of residence), 299 
office boy, 144 
porter, xxxv, 56, 194, 260-1, 266, 334 


Bristol, University College (4) finance 
accounting, 45, 531, 534-5, 537 
appeals, xxxix, xlii, xliii, xliv, 104, 107, 
113, 115, 194-5, 198, 204, 218, 
286, 314, 335, 427, 431, 455, 
467-8, 484 
borrowing, xliii, 75, 156, 302, 306, 314 
Building Fund, 71,95, 107, 109, 111, 194, 
403 
deficit on current account, 110, 156, 160, 
198 
donations, xxxix, lii, liii, 6n, 9-13, 18-19, 
21, 27-9, 30-1, 33, 40, 49-51, 56, 
73,79, 87, 106, 111-12, 126, 133-4, 
140, 143, 152, 160, 166, 170n, 175, 
183, 194, 204, 426-32, 441n, 455, 
459-62, 464, 467-8, 470, 486, 496, 
501,510, 530, 532 
economies, xxxiii, xl, 100-1, 157-8, 171, 
174, 276, 280 
fees, Ivii, 1, 12, 15, 18, 30, 40, 56, 64, 69, 
79, 82, 103, 110-11, 127-8, 148, 
158, 180, 195, 203, 205, 231, 258, 
276, 308-10, 320, 335, 344, 357, 
363-4, 378, 383, 387, 411, 440, 485, 
489,515,518, 520-1, 530, 535, 537, 
546, 572, 580, 586, 588, 625, 632, 
638 
reduced/waived, 231, 242-3, 247-8, 281, 
292 
refunded on expulsion, 224—S 
financial year, definition, 56 
fines, 229, 300, 303 
Government aid, xxviii, Xxxi, xxxix, xli- 
xliii, xlvi, 152, 157, 163-5, 168-9, 
171-82, 184-9, 191-202, 205-8, 
209-16, 220, 226, 234-5, 238, 272, 
329, 335, 338, 352, 354, 430, 449, 
465, 501, 521, 530, 567 
first award (1889), 226 
reviews, (1891) 238n; (1894) 272; (1895) 
283; (1897) 314, 316, 318, 320; 
(1902), 386; (1905) 415; (1906) 430 
supplementary grant for DTC, 276 


temporary bonus 282 
investments, xxxix, 64 
pensions/superannuation, 449, 465 
subscriptions, 16, 165, 174-6, 187, 204, 335, 
507, 621 
summary, (1877) 64; (1887) 204; (1908) 
530 
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Sustentation Fund, 12, 16, 104, 110, 114, 
156, 194, 204, 226, 242, 289, 335, 
431, 486 
‘whisky money’, xlii & n, 235, 242n 
windfalls, xxxix, xlii, 160, 163, 166, 175, 
282, 403 
see also Canvassing Committee and Finance 
Committee in subsection (1) above 
Bristol, University College (5) professors 
generally 
appointment, xxviii, 38 
emeritus, 276, 416n 
endowment, offered, 183 
joint protest, 159 
memorandum from, 299 
number (1908), 530 
private assistants, Xxxiii 
representation on Council, xxx, 218, 237, 
416 
tenure, 190 
Bristol, University College (6) professors/ 
chairs (by subject, not always so 
styled): 
Anatomy, 594n, 693n 
Botany, xxxii, 2n 
Chemistry, xxx, xxxiii, xxxvii, 1; 30-1, 33-4, 
41,50, 54, 56, 69, 103, 111-12, 
145n, 153n, 161, 594n, 641 
Classics/Ancient History, 105, 237n 
Economics/Political Science, xxx, xxxii, 69, 
91, 123-4, 126, 129, 143, 429-31, 
443,455 
Engineering, xxxiii, 82n, 213n, 224n, 352, 
381, 641, 643 
English Language/Literature, xxviii, xxxii, 
56, 190, 201-3 
Geology, xxxi, 82n, 154n, 275n 
Mathematics, 82n, 221, 237n, 352, 641 
Medicine, 218n; see also Bristol Medical 
School 
Modern History, xxviii, xxxii, 30-1, 56, 69, 
73, 190, 201-3, 278n, 416n, 418 
Pathology, 218n, 693n 
Physics, xxxili, 34n, 140, 298n, 641 
Physiology, xxxv, 394, 423-4 
Zoology, xxxi, 82n 
Bristol, University College (7) lecturers and 
other academic staff 
assistants, 56, 105 
lecturers, appointment, xxviii, 56, 136, 
143-4, 174 
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readers, appointment, 483 
Bristol, University College (8) students 
canvass for funds, xxxix, 194,314 
delinquent, xxxiv, 181, 224—5, 228-9, 250, 
264, 267, 298, 300, 303, 333-4, 385, 
404 
migration, 411, 424 
number, (1879) 94; (1897) 309 
Bristol, University College (9) examinations 
and awards 
certificates, withheld, 228 
engineering apprenticeship, 312 
examinations, xxxvi, 1; 1, 16, 23, 40, 45, 
55-6, 58, 64, 69-70, 73, 76-7, 82, 
110, 119, 148, 221, 228, 231, 260, 
281, 295-6, 299, 302, 306, 308, 329, 
340, 342, 369, 378, 424, 454 
free places, 242-3, 281, 292 
prizes, 25, 40, 56,70, 111, 454 
scholarships, xxviii, 25, 40, 45 
(‘fellowships’), 47, 56,58, 60, 95n, 
111, 146-50, 155, 267 
scholarships (particular), Catherine 
Winkworth, 269 
Exhibition of 1851 (Science), 231 
John Stewart, 269 
Queen’s (trainee teachers), 246-7, 278 
Whitworth (Engineering), 59, 312 
Bristol, University College (10) teaching and 
research 
district classes (so styled), 223, 231-2 
evening classes/lectures, xxxiii, liv, 59, 61, 
82, 103, 110, 122, 138, 146, 148-51, 
155, 203, 208, 231-2, 271-2, 281, 
308, 340, 342, 344, 378, 380, 383, 
395, 411, 530, 586, 628 
extension lectures, xxxiii, 223,227, 270-1, 
273, 406-7, 454 
Gilchrist lectures, 82,93, 96 
inaugural lectures, 57, 59-61 
research, 449, 465, 628 
sessions/terms (first defined), 69 
syllabus (first), 45, 56-7, 64 
timetable, 58, 64 
for particular subjects see heading academic 
disciplines 
Bristol, University College (11) extra- 
curricular and social activities 
athletics, 690, 693 
Chess Club, 334 
cider, 673 
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Bristol, University College (11) extra- 

curricular (continued) 

College Club, 162, 670-1 

Conversazione, 298, 670 

cricket, 672-5, 685, 695 

football, 672, 674-5, 682, 684-5, 694-5 

hockey, 695 

Medical Athletic Club/Medical Clubs’ 
Union, 672-5, 677-9, 682, 684-6, 
690, 694-5, 697 

Officers’ Training Corps, 698 

rowing, 697 

Women’s Literary Society/Literary Society, 
676, 680-1, 683, 687-9, 691-2 

University Club, 696 

University College Colston Society, xliii, 
xlviii, xlix, li, 335, 343, 345-6, 
348, 387, 403, 426-7, 429, 431-2, 
459-60, 486, 510 

Bristol, University College (12) disorders 

bankruptcy, 392 

cheating, xxxiv, 228 

damage to equipment/furnishings, xxxiv, 
181, 229, 260, 334 

damage to grounds, 264 

damp, 102 

disturbance, 298, 300, 303 

firearms, xxxiv, 333 

flooding, 245 

graffiti, xxxiv, 404 

lightning, 256 

misuse of scholarship money, 267 

murder, 415n 


neglect of duty/negligence, 260-1, 266, 417, 


423-4 

snowballing, xxxiv, 250 

sunlight, 260 

theft, xxxiv, 224-5, 385 

Bristol, University College (13) buildings, 

furnishings and grounds 

Athletic ground, 690, 693 

Biological lecture room/apparatus, 170, 275 

Biological pond, 252 

Botanic Garden, 2n, 104n, 139 

Botanical laboratory, 170 

cloakroom, 385 

coffin shed, 99 

cramped/inadequate, 102 

Chemistry buildings/apparatus, xxxili, 37, 
42,54, 56, 64-5, 82, 105-6, 109, 
121, 132, 245 


Chemistry library, 170n 

Committee Room, 278 

Council Room, pl. 13 

Day Training students’ accommodation, 
238-9 

electrical installations, 454 

Engineering buildings, 121,320 

financed by ‘whisky money’, 243 

first build authorised, 84 

Fry Tower, 403 

furniture, 56, 181, 229, 258, 260 

gas supply/equipment, 37, 40, 56, 58, 170, 
238, 245, 261 

hall of residence, xliii, 299 

heating, 56, 99-101, 135, 245, 260, 266 

lavatories, 236, 299, 404 

lecture/examination hall, xliii, 299, 302, 306, 
346, 384, 406-7, 454, 486 

Library, 219, 244, 246, 303, 406, 449, 465, 
471; pl. 13 

lightning conductors, 256 

Medical buildings, xxxvi, xxxix, 64, 84-6, 
88-9, 92,99, 109-10, 121, 133, 181, 
194, 198, 218, 220, 222, 235-6, 238, 
256, 258, 260, 353 

Medical library, 260, 320 

mortuary, 260 

North Wing, 99-101, 403 

original site/premises, xxviii, 30, 37-8, 
44-5, 54, 56,59, pl. 2 

Physics buildings/apparatus, xxxiii, xl, 
61-2, 102, 109, 117, 121, 140, 275n, 
320 

plans, 83, 109, 114, 121, 145, 235-6 

plumbing, 56 

Porter’s Lodge, 280 

portraits, 243,417 

Principal’s Room, 132, 260 

quadrangle, 271 

registered office, 30-1 

roadway, 271 

sanitation, 243 

Secretary’s Room, 56, 100-1 

Smoking Room, 278, 280, 293, 299, 334 

South Wing, 99 

Students’ Reading Room, 194 

use for BMA conference, 271 

Women’s Reading Room, 245, 417n 

~ xxxix, 75, 83, 86, 109-12, 114, 133-5, 
145, 152, 165, 320, 530; pl. 15 
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Bristol, University College (14) general and 


miscellaneous 
advertisements, 30-1, 33,47, 56, 64, 69, 
148, 251, 264 
arms, pl. 16 
bacteriological examinations, 421-3 
Calendar, 64, 142, 219n, 275-6, 309-10, 
405, 430 
discipline, 69, 181, 218, 224-5, 228-9, 241, 
250, 267, 298, 300, 303, 333-4 
hours of employment, 620, 628 
lantern/slides, 82,275, 454, 680 
name, signification of, 274, 308-9 
petition for charter, 530 (text), 545-6, 559, 
564, 567, 569, 588, 624 
photographs, 392, 417, 454 
prospectus (first), 38-9, 51, 56-7, 64, 
309-10, 336, 352, 355 
religious tolerance, xxxii 
security, 260, 264, 334 
telephone, xxiv, lii, 98, 322-3, 353, 399 
typewriter, xxiv, 249, 369 
vivisection, 394 
women, admission, xxvii, 1, 12, 17, 23, 175 
attendance at medical classes restricted, 
81, 258, 456 
hall of residence, 368 
portraits, 417 
preponderance, xxviii, 60, 70 
scholarships, 45, 47, 56 
supervision, 152,331, 341 
teaching staff, xxxii 


Bristol, Medical School/UCB Faculty of 


Medicine: 

affiliation with UCB, xxvii, xxviii, xxxv— 
XxxVi, xxxix, 15, 18, 20, 32, 42-3, 
53, 76, 85, 530 

buildings see Bristol, University College (13) 

classes/lectures, 64, 92 

complaint to Royal College of Surgeons, 72 

Dean (of Faculty), 181, 218, 594n 

dispute between BRI/General Hospital, 76-81 

donations (BMS to UCB), xxxv, xxxvi, xliv, 
10, 18, 139, 204 

Faculty/Governing Body minutes, 2,4,5,7, 
8, 10, 14-15, 18, 20, 24, 42-3, 66, 
68, 84-5, 88, 92, 253, 257 

financial integration completed, 440 

incorporation with UCB, xxxvi, 20, 66-8, 
72, 76-82, 153, 178, 253-9, 440, 
530, 532 


481 


library, 258, 260 

representation on UCB Council, xxix, 31, 84 

Secretary (of School), 30, 66n 

staff list, 64 

students, disorderly, xxxiv, 181,250 

~ 3,6, 12, 16n,31n, 84n, 92n, 110, 175, 218, 
236, 268, 271, 387, 403n, 411, 423, 
545 


Bristol University: 


Act of Parliament (1909), vi, Ivii, 553, 668 
aims (generally), 412, 541-2, 651 
arms, 666—7 
Chairman of Council, 402n 
Chancellor, liti, lix, 387n, 459n, 464, 485, 
550 
Chancellors, Pro-, lix &n, 400n, 441, 514 
charter, liii—liv, lvi-lix, 350, 441, 459-60, 
463, 470, 477, 482, 488, 493, 496, 
498, 501,503,507, 522-3, 524-30, 
532-5, 539-48, 550-2, 554, 556, 
559, 562, 564-7, 569, 571-4, 577-8, 
580, 585, 588-9, 591-2, 596-7, 600, 
603, 604-6, 608-9, 613, 615, 618, 
622, 6245, 627, 630, 633-4, 636, 
639, 641, 648, 650-1, 657-9, 660-1; 
pl. 16 
Council, 554, 569, 609-10, 631, 634, 647, 
651, 661 
Court, 549, 554, 569, 651, 661 
degrees and diplomas, lvi, 550, 553-5, 563, 
584, 624, 631 
donations towards, lii, liii, 417, 431-2, 
459-62, 467-8, 486, 496, 501,530 
evening students, 586, 588 
fees, 489, 580, 586, 632, 638 
Fellow, Honorary, 594n 
Founder’s Day, 486, 579n 
Geography, School of, 89n 
governance, 441, 485, 542-4, 549, 553-4, 
556, 569, 574, 576, 609-10, 636, 
661 
Joint Matriculation Board, proposed, 556, 
560, 565,567 
Professors, 485 
Anatomy, 594n 
Chemistry, 594n 
Civil Engineering, 381n 
Electrical Engineering, 518n 
English Language and Literature, 438n 
Geology, 275n 
Mechanical Engineering and Mining, 518n 
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Bristol University/Professors (continued) 
Modern History, 278n 
Music (Stanley Hugh Badock), 443n 
Obstetrics, 415n 
Pathology, 693n 
Physics, | 
Physiology (Henry Overton Wills), 394n 
Registrar, xxiv, 239n 
salaries, 627, 631, 634, 637-8 
scholarships, lviii, 549-50, 554, 645 
Senate, 475, 485, 563, 574, 576, 583, 588, 
590, 609, 620, 628 
statutes, 525,528, 550 
Treasurer, lix, 402n, 443n, 485 
Vice-Chancellor, xxxi, lili &n, lix, 153n, 
461, 464, 466, 469, 481, 485, 556n, 
595, 623, 662n, 663-4 
Vice-Chancellor, Pro-, 526, 546 
Visitor, 521,550, 554 
Wills Memorial Building, xxxiv, 407n, 441n 
British Academy, xxxii, 69n 
British Association for the Advancement of 
Science, xxviii, xli, 12, 118, 299, 
306, 651n 
British Medical Association, 271 
Bath and Bristol Branch, 530 
British Museum, 197n 
British Science Guild, 462n 
British Union for the Abolition of Vivisection, 
394 
Brittan, Alfred, donor, 204 
Frederick, surgeon, 80 
Broadbent, Francis James, Lecturer in 
Engineering, 627, 638 
Brodie, Sir Benjamin Collins, Bt, chemist, 
406n 
Ethel (daughter of Sir B.) see Glazebrook 
Brodribb, John Henry see Irving, Sir H. 
Brookes, Albert D., 545 
Brooks, Francis, Professor of Classics, 237 
Brown, — , Miss, 406 
Thomas Edward, Clifton College master, 
204, 683 
William H., solicitor, 545 
Brown and Palmer, clothiers, Trowbridge, 118n 
Browne, George Forrest, Bishop of Bristol 
(1897-1914), xxvi, li n, lv, lviii, 
226n, 315, 348, 370, 378, 383, 390, 
403, 407-8, 415, 432, 495,510, 515, 
517-19, 521-3, 545, 594-5, 602 
lecture by, 384 


Bristol University: Conception to Foundation 


letters from, 516, 606, 666 
letter to, 520 
minutes by, 513 
John Hutton Balfour, KC, lvii, 566, 568-9 
Browning, Oscar, Fellow of King’s College, 
Cambridge, letter from, 393 
Robert, poet, 273 
Bruce, Henry Austin, Baron Aberdare, xxx, 
xIviii, 152, 192n 
Brunel, Isambard Kingdom, engineer, 31n, 64n 
Bryce, Elizabeth Marion (wife of James), 343 
James, [Viscount Bryce 1914], statesman, 
xlv, xlviii, 210, 296, 346, 348, 387n, 
490 
letters to, 343, 345 
Buchanan, George Stevenson, and wife 
(parents of Lady Ramsay), 122 
Buck, Edward, Lecturer in Mathematics, 136n, 
143n 
Buckle, George (father of G.E.), Precentor of 
Wells, 177, 184, 186, 188 
George Earle, Editor of The Times, 177, 186, 
188, 196 
Henry Osborne (brother of G.E.), student, 
177, 179 
Budd, Francis Nonus, Chairman of UCB 
Council (1876-82), xxix, xliv &n, 
12, 30-1, 35-8, 40, 45, 56, 64, 72, 
81,85, 87, 91n, 104, 107-8, 110, 
113, 115, 124, 126-7, 130, 190; pl. 8 
letters from, 109, 137 
letter to, 77 
resignation from chair, 137 
resignation from Council, 315 
Budgett, Eleanor, donor, 204 
John P., wife of, donor, 204 
John Samuel, student, and his frog, xxxiii, 
6n 
William Henry (father of J.S.), xxxiii, 6 
Bullock, Hamilton Amyatt, student, 243 
James George (father of H.A), 243 
Bunsen, Robert Wilhelm Eberhard, chemist, 
102n 
Burder, George Forster, Secretary of BMS, 
xxxv, 2, 3,5, 7, 12, 15, 18, 24, 30, 
32, 42-3, 66, 68 
letters to, 66-7, 79 
Burges, Daniel snr and jnr (grandfather and 
father of D.T.), Town Clerks, 291n 
Daniel Travers, Town Clerk (1880-1900), 
xlv, xlvi, lvi, lviii, 305 
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letters from, 291-2, 317, 321 
letter to, 319 
Burke, Edmund (d. 1797), writer, 132 
Burma/Burmese language, 405 
Burns, — , Miss, 331, 406 
Burris, Frederick, JP, 545 
Burt, Edward John, City Councillor, 477, 501, 
545 
Thomas, MP, 216 
Bush, James Paul, surgeon, 322, 594, 672-4, 
686, 694 
Butler, Frances Sarah see Whittuck 
Henry Edmund, Viscount Mountgarret (d. 
1912), 429n 
Henry Montagu, Master of Trinity College, 
Cambridge, 210 
Butlin, C., donor, 204 


Cabot, John, explorer, 432 
Caird, Edward, Master of Balliol, letter from, 
265 
Caithness, 118 
Calcraft, Henry George, Assistant Secretary, 
Board of Trade, 48 
Caldicott, John William, Headmaster of Bristol 
Grammar School, xxix, 17, 26, 30-1, 
35, 38, 40, 45, 56-7, 61, 64, 85, 99, 
130, 135 
Camborne, [Cornw], School of Mines, 441 
Cambridge, [Cambs], 199, 284 
Balliol Croft, Madingley Road, 268 
Day Training College, 393 
Cambridge University, xxv, xxvii, xxx, xxxi, |, 
6n, 12, 148, 157n, 331, 387, 414, 441 
Colleges, Gonville and Caius, 12 
King’s, 300n, 393 
Newnham, 341n 
Pembroke, 243n 
St John’s, xxx, 69, 82n, 97n, 136n 
Trinity, 31n, 164, 210n 
Council of the Senate, 315n 
Economics, 143 
funding, xxxviil, xl, 110, 180 
Local Examinations Syndicate, xxvi, 278 
Mathematical Tripos, 69n 
Natural Sciences Tripos, 284 
MP, 210n 
Professors, Divinity (Lady Margaret), 210n 
Geology (Woodwardian), 56n 
Mathematics (Lucasian), 210n 
Mechanics and Applied Mechanism, 31n 
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Modern History (Regius), 196n 
Organic Chemistry, xliii, 314n 
Philosophy (Knightsbridge), 210n 
Political Economy, 69n 
representative on UCB Council, 315n 
Teachers’ Training Syndicate, 391, 393 
University Library, 405n 
Vice-Chancellor, xxix, 31 
Campbell, Lewis, classicist, 17n, 91 
Campbell-Bannerman, Sir Henry, Prime 
Minister (1905-8), 432n, 556n 
Canada, 431-2 
High Commissioner, 43 In 
Cannington, Mary, donor, 204 
Canterbury, Archbishop of see Temple, F. 
Canterbury, [Kent], Cathedral, Dean, 168n 
Cape Town University, 153n 
Cardiff, [Glam], newspaper, 47 
University College of South Wales and 
Monmouthshire, xlviii, 141-2, 152, 
180, 320, 659 
Aberdare Hall, 299 
medical students, 678 
Principal (J.V. Jones), xli 
Carleton, Don, historian, xxv 
Carlingford, Baron see Parkinson-Fortescue, C. 
Carnegie, Andrew, industrialist and 
philanthropist, 490 
Carpenter, Lant, 22 
Mary, educational and social campaigner, 
532 
Robert Henry, solicitor, 545 
William Benjamin, FRS (son of Lant), 17, 
22,93 
William Boyd, Bishop of Ripon, 214, 216 
William Lant (son of W. Benjamin), 
Secretary of the Preliminary 
Committee, 12, 16, 29-31, 33, 
35-40, 42, 44-5, 53, 56-7, 64, 74, 
81,99, 309 
house, 59 
letters from, 50, 65, 95 
letters to, 49, 51, 120 
resignation, 170n 
Carr, John (d. 1586), founder of QEH, 532 
Carter, Thomas Moravian, physician and City 
Councillor, 487 
Cary, Castle, Soms, 400 
Cave, Sir Charles Daniel (Bt 1896), banker, 31, 
38, 545 
Sir Stephen (Kt 1880), MP, 104 
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Cavendish, Spencer Compton, called Marquess 
of Hartington, Duke of Devonshire 
(1891), Lord President of the 
Council, xlii, lix n, 210, 212-13, 
215, 283 
William, Duke of Devonshire (d. 1891), 
Royal Commission chaired by, 172, 
180, 210n 
Chalmers, Robert, [Baron Chalmers 1919], 
Treasury official, 320 
Chamberlain, Joseph, statesman, x1 viii, liii, 
lix n, 210, 214-15, 234, 326n, 345, 
387n, 427, 461n, 464n 
Sir (Joseph) Austen (Kt 1925), statesman, 
415n 
Champion, Robert, donor, 204 
Chancellor, Lord, 213n, 387n 
Chancery, Court of, xlix, 41n 
Chapman [? recte Clapham, q.v.], — , Lecturer 
at Stroud and Trowbridge, 109 
Sir Sydney John (Kt 1920), economist, 623 
Charitable Relief and Repressing Mendicity, 
Society for Organising, 413 
Charity Commissioners, 169n, 201, 305-6, 624 
letter from, 302 
Charleton, R.A., donor, 204 
Charlottenburg see Berlin 
Charterhouse, [Godalming, Surr], Headmaster, 
169n 
Chattock, Arthur Prince, Professor of 
Experimental Physics, xxxiii, 1; 
298-9, 313n 
Cheddar cheese, manufacture, 510 
Cheltenham, [Glos], College, xxix 
Chemical Society, 143 
Chenery, Thomas William, Editor of The 
Times, letter to, 94 
Cheshire, industry, 16 
Chicago, [IL], Armour and Lewis Instututes, 
338 
Child, Gilbert William, Clothworkers’ 
Company representative, 301 
Robert John, Clothworkers’ Company 
representative, 49, 111 
Chilton, Reginald Horace, student, 679 
Chivalry, High Court of, 35n 
Churchill, Sir Winston Leonard Spencer (Kt 
1953), statesman, 593n 
Cirencester, [Glos], Royal Agricultural 
College, 390 
Principal, 665 
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Clapham, — , Lecturer at Stroud, 73, 7109 (as 
‘“Chapman’) 
Clarens, [canton Vaud, Switzerland], Anglican 
Chaplain, 243n 
Clark (Clarke), Sir Andrew, Bt, physician, 
256n 
Samuel, inventor of gas stove, 245 
Thomas, of Trowbridge, 133 
Clarke, Edward G., letter from, 166 
John Michell, physician, 218 
letter from, 481 
Claverton Manor, Soms, 429n 
Cleveland, Duke of see Powlett, H.G. 
Cleveland Iron Co., 132 
Clifton College, xxix, xxx, xxxi, xxiv &n, 2n, 
61n, 131, 186, 218n, 238n, 314n, 
339, 510n, 532,545 
buildings, 83n 
Council, xliv, 12n, 84n, 135n, 242n, 482 
dinner for UCB staff, 59 
Head Master see David, A.A.; Glazebrook, 
M.G.; Percival, J.; Wilson, J.M. 
masters, 192n, 243, 406n, 676, 683, 692 
mission chaplain, 64n 
Polack’s House (Jewish), xxxii, 243 
President, 166n 
School House, 185n 
shoemaker, 149n 
Surgeon, xxxvin 
‘Clifton Ratepayer’ (pseud), letter from, 649 
Clothworkers’ Company of London, xxxviii, xl 
aid to UCB, xxviii, xxxvi—xxxViii, Xxxix, 
25-6, 28-9, 31, 33, 39, 49-51, 56, 
63-4, 70-1, 74,95, 106-7, 109-12, 
114, 116, 120, 133, 138, 153, 157, 
161, 164, 330 
appreciated by parent of scholar, 95 
Clerk see Roberts, Sir O.J. 
extensions of grant, xlv, 301, 304, 367 
further aid sought/declined, 109, 145, 243, 
408-10 
letters/reports to, 109, 138 
representation at Leeds University, 441 
Cocks, — , Miss, 331, 406 
Coe, Robert William, surgeon, 2,4, 7, 10, 15, 
18, 20, 24, 30-2, 35, 38, 42-3, 56-8, 
64, 66, 68, 72, 78 
Coleridge, Samuel Taylor, poet, 22 
Collie, John (father of J.N.), businessman, 
Xxxiii, 61 
John Norman, chemist, xxxiii, 61n 
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Selina Mary (née Winkworth; wife of J.), 
Xxxlii, 61 
Collins, Sir William Job, Vice-Chancellor of 
London, 486 
Colman, Stuart, architect, 35; pl. 15 
Colonial Secretary, 172n, 176n, 345 
colonies, 545 
Colston, Edward (d. 1721), merchant and 
philanthropist, xliii, 335, 348, 532 
trustees, xliv, 71, 146 
Colthurst, Edward Beadon, Master of SMV 
(1888-9), 223 
Commercial Travellers’ Association, Bristol 
Branch, 530 
Commissions, Royal, 152 
Elementary Education (Cross), 237n, 246n 
London University (Selborne), 213n, 233n 
Property and Income of Oxford and 
Cambridge (Cleveland), In 
Scientific Instruction and Advancement of 
Science (Devonshire), 172, 180, 
210n 
Secondary Education (Bryce), xlv, 296 
Technical Instruction (Samuelson), 210n 
Congregationalism, xxxii 
Conservative/Conservative and Unionist Party, 
XXVii, XXXVi, xli, xliii, xliv, li &n, 
169, 186, 199, 282n, 490, 530, 569, 
605 
Cook (Cooke), Sir Ernest Henry (Kt 1923), 
City Councillor and Director of 
Education, li n, lv, 406, 415, 477, 
487, 496, 500-2, 545, 594, 650-1, 
653-4, pl. 14 
Cooke, — , Miss, student, 692 
Coomber, Thomas, physician, Headmaster of 
the Trade and Mining School, xxvii, 
xliv, 2,45, 7, 12, 15, 17-18, 24, 32, 
42-3, 66, 68, 84-5, 308-9, 327n, 
352; pl. 1 
Cope-Proctor, Charles William, Alderman, 
477, 545 
Cork, University College, 180 
Cornwall, xli, 172, 640 
industry, 16, 352,541 
Cossham, Handel, MP, 195 
Cossins, Jethro Anstice, architect, 75 
see also Cousins 
Cotterell, Henry Frederic, City Councillor, 477 
Couling, Henry George, Porter, 334n 
Council, Privy, and its Committee on 


Education (to 1900) / Education 
Committee (from 1900), xlix, lii, liii, 
liv, Ivi, vii, Iviii, lix &n, 426, 428, 
448, 463, 526, 533, 535, 538, 540, 
542, 552-3, 555-6, 559-60, 564, 
566-77, 580, 582, 585, 587-8, 590, 
592-3, 597-602, 604-5, 607-14, 
616, 618-19, 621, 624, 629, 634, 
636, 638-9, 646, 651, 653-4 

Clerk, lvi, 283; see also FitzRoy, Sir A.W. 

Deputy Clerk (Harrison), 562,572, 618, 640 

Lord President, xxix, 64n, 199-200, 202, 
216, 310,556,576 

representative on UCB Council, 64, 238 
see also Fowler, H.H. 

Order in Council, 480n 

petitions to King in Council (texts), 530, 
541, 545-6 

Secretary to Lord President, 283n 

Vice-President of the Committee on 
Education, 64n, 141n, 162n, 169n, 
176n, 180, 199, 208, 210n, 213; see 
also Acland, A.D., Holland, Sir H.T.; 
Mundella, A.J.; Playfair, Sir L. 

councils, town (generally), 193 

Cousins, William Henry, Registrar of Joint 
Stock Companies, 52 

see also Cossins 

Coward, Henry, 413 

Cowl, Richard Pape, Professor of English 
Language and Literature, Secretary 
of the University Committee, li n, liv, 
438, 467-8, 472, 545 

letters from, 432, 452, 471 
letters to, 453, 478 

Cowlin, Sir Francis Nicholas (Kt 1935), 
building contractor, xxxiv, 545, 674n 

Cowlin, William, & Son, builders, 403 

Cowper-Temple, William Francis, Baron 
Mount Temple, statesman, 213 

Cranbrook, Viscount and Earl of see Gathorne- 
Hardy, G. 

Crewe-Milnes, Robert Offley Ashburton, Earl 
of Crewe [Marquess 1911], Lord 
President of the Council (1905-8), 
556 

Crispin & Sons, heating engineers, 266 

Cromer, Earl of see Baring, E. 

Crookes, Sir William, scientist, 651 

Cross, Francis Richardson, surgeon, 84—5, 88, 
153, 204, 433, 436, 473 
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Cross (continued) 
Richard Assheton, Viscount Cross, 
commission chaired by, 237n, 246n 
William Charles Henry, notary public, 545, 
553 
Crosskey, Henry William, geologist, 196n 
Crum Brown, Alexander, Professor of 
Chemistry, Edinburgh, 105 
Cunningham, P.D. Glendower, student, 298, 
300, 303 
Curle, John, Alderman, 477, 499, 540 


Daltry, George, carpenter, 54, 56 
Davey, George William, tobacco merchant, 
Master of SMV (1908-9), 437, 590, 
613, 627, 647 
Thomas Ruding, Merchant Venturer, 517, 
627, 661 
David, Albert Augustus, Head Master of 
Clifton, [Bishop of St Edmundsbury 
and Ipswich 1921-3; of Liverpool 
1923-44], 510,545, 698n 
Davies, David Samuel, Medical Officer of 
Health, 394 
George Edmund, City Councillor, 477, 499, 
501, 651 
John Evan, donor, 204 
Sir William Howell (Kt 1908), Alderman 
and MP, 204, 477, 569n 
Davis, James Richard Ainsworth, Principal of 
the Royal Agricultural College, 665 
Day Training Colleges, 237n, 238-9, 246-8, 
276, 294, 307, 309, 395,413, 545, 
583, 603 
Dean, Forest of, Head Gaveller, xxix 
defence, expenditure on, 192 
Derby, Earl of see Stanley, E.H.; F.A. 
Derham, Gladys M.D., student, 454 
Devon, xli, 
County Council / Local Education Authority, 
395 
industry, 16, 352,541 
Devonport, [Devon], xlix, 387 
Devonshire, Duke of see Cavendish, S.; W. 
Dick, Allan Burgh, metallurgical chemist, 275 
Dickinson, — [Stroud], 40 
Disraeli, Benjamin, Earl of Beaconsfield, 
Prime Minister (1868, 1874-80), In 
Dix, John William Stone, Alderman, 500-1, 
651 
Dixon, Edwin H., student, 292 
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George, MP, 215 
Jeremiah, astronomer and surveyor 
(d. 1779), xlvi 
Dobbie, James Johnston, chemist, 105n 
Dobson, Neil Congreve, surgeon, 2,7, 15, 18, 
32,42, 66, 68, 84-5, 92, 110, 130, 
204, 218, 403, 415, 594 
Emeritus Professor of Surgery, 276 
Doggett, Hugh Greenfield, solicitor, 545 
Domesday Book, lecture on, 681 
Dorington, Sir John Edward, Bt, li, 
letter from, 511 
Dorset, County Council / Local Education 
Authority, 395 
industry, 541 
Doyle, William H., Clerk to the TIC, 354, 359, 
379n, 383 
letters from, 324, 355, 382 
Dublin, Trinity College, 56, 82n, 153n, 180, 
483n 
Ducie, Earl of see Reynolds-Moreton, H. 
Dulverton, [Soms], 549 
Dundee, [Angus], University College, 180, 226n 
Dundry, [Soms], 454n 
Durham, Bishop of see Lightfoot, J.B. 
Durham, Cathedral, Dean, 1, 199n 
Durham Light Infantry, 153n 
Durham University, xxv, 16, 17, 180 
College of Science see under Newcastle- 
upon-Tyne 
commission (1863), In 
Warden, 199n 
Dykes, Percy Armstrong, student, 672 
Dymock, Eliza (née Ramsay), 106 
Dyson & Co., Solicitors, Westminster, 530n, 602 


Earle, John (father of M.R.), Professor of 
Anglo-Saxon, Oxford, 341n 
M. Rosamond, Lady Tutor, 341, 391, 406, 
419 
Eberle, James Fuller, Alderman, Alderman, 477 
Edinburgh, 105, 106n 
Church Hill, 122 
Edinburgh, University, 50, 56n, 105, 118 
MP, 162n 
Education, Board of (from 1900), lvii, lvii— 
Iviii, 391, 400n, 413, 432, 464n, 476, 
491,556, 565, 567, 573, 585, 603, 
624, 633 
Director of Special Enquiries and Reports, 
568 
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Parliamentary Secretary, 572n 
Permanent Secretary, 567 
President, 556n, 576; see also Birrell, A.; 
Runciman, W. 
Private Secretary to President, 565n 
Education Department (1856-1900), 55, 
141-2, 192, 238-9, 278 
Permanent Secretary, 55n 
see also Council, Privy 
Edward VII, King, lix 
as Prince of Wales, lix n, 205n 
petitions to, 527,529, 530 (text), 536, 540, 
541 (text), 542, 545 (text), 564, 566 
supposed signature, lvii, 591-2, 595 
visit to Bristol (1908), lv, lvi, 460, 470n, 
498, 506-7, 510, 529, 532-3 
(address/reply) 
Edwards, Sir George Williams (Kt 1887), 
Alderman, Mayor (1876-9, 1886-7), 
xxviii, xli, 31, 37-8, 173, 179, 184, 
195, 198 
letter to, 180 
Herbert George, Merchant Venturer, 661 
Egypt, 627n 
Ehlers, Robert, merchant, 545 
Eliot, George [Mary Anne Evans], author, 683 
Sir Charles Norton Edgcumbe, Vice- 
Chancellor of Sheffield, 464 
see also Elliot, Elliott 
Elizabeth I, Queen, educational patronage, 188 
Elkins, William Harry, Alderman, lvi, 289-91, 
320, 378, 383,477, 487, 501, 651 
letter to, 547 
Elliot, Gilbert, Dean of Bristol, President of 
UCB (1876-91), xxvii, XxXi, XXxii, 
6, 12, 16,17, 19,59, 64n, 110, 132, 
187, 217,671 
death, 243 
portrait, 243 
Margaret (daughter of Gilbert), xxvii, 187, 
204, 243 
letter to, 217 
Elliott, — ,406 
John Wakefield, student, 695 
see also Eliot 
Eltham, [Surr], Avery Hill Training College, 475 
Ely, [Cambs], Cathedral, Canon, 238n 
English Association, Bristol Branch, 530 
Erith, George, Second Clerk to SMV, 534-5 
Estlin, — , Miss, donor, 204 
Eton College, [Bucks], xli 
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Europe, map of, 82 
Evans, Mary Anne see Eliot, George 
PR., solicitor, 545 
Parker N., manufacturer, 545 
Sparke, donor, 204 
Everett, Joseph David, mathematician, 69 
Exchequer, Court of, 180 
Chancellor, 169n, 174n, 214, 235, 237-8, 
283, 316, 318, 323, 386, 415n, 458 
see also Goschen, G.J.; Hicks Beach, Sir 
M. 

Exeter, Bishop of see Temple, F. 

Exeter, [Devon], Technical and University 
Extension College / Royal Albert 
Memorial College (1900), xlix, 325, 
390, 441 

Exhibition of 1851, 55n 

Commissioners’ scholarship, 231 


Falk, George Adolph, 545 
Falmouth, [Cornw], 461 
Fanshawe, Reginald, Professor of Classics, 
105, 143, 178, 223-4, 229, 237, 250, 
298, 419 
wife, 683 
Faraday, Michael, scientist, 17 
Fawcett, Edward, Professor of Surgery, 594, 
677, 690, 694-5 
Ferrier, Robert Muir, Professor of Engineering, 
1, li, lviti, 415-16, 424, 518, 585, 
594, 627-8, 633-4, 638-41, 643, 648 
letter from, 620 
testimonial, 381 
Finsbury, [Middx], College, 34n 
fire, 434—5 
Firth, Mark, industrialist and philanthropist, 
XXXVili 
Fitch, Sir Joshua Girling (Kt 1896), Inspector 
of Schools, 179, 216, 238-9 
FitzAlan-Howard, Henry, Duke of Norfolk, 
lix n 
FitzRoy, Sir Almeric William (Kt 1909), Clerk 
of the Privy Council, lvii, viii, 
350, 524, 530n, 541n, 545n, 568-9, 
572-3, 575, 577-9, 580n, 585, 587, 
589, 595, 599, 606, 609-11, 621, 
625, 627,655,658 
exasperated by SMV, 597 
letters/minutes from, 283, 337, 536, 556, 
560, 564, 576, 582, 588, 592, 597, 
600, 604, 607-8, 612-13, 629 
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FitzRoy (continued) 
letters to, 544, 565,571,574, 584, 586, 596, 
598, 601, 626 
Memoirs, 591 
Florence, [reg Toscana, Italy], de’ Medici 
rulers, 689 
Foreign Office, 278 
Foreign Secretary, 172n, 174n, 590 
Fortey, Emily Comber, chemist, 683, 687, 691 
Foster, George Carey, physicist, 34 
John, architect, xxvii 
Fowler, Charles William, clergyman, 545 
Henry Hartley, Viscount Wolverhampton, 
Lord President of the Council, lviii, 
560, 565, 593, 611 
letters/minutes to, 556, 602, 605—7, 612 
Fox, Edward Long, physician, 2, 204, 253, 
257-8 
Sylvanus, wool merchant and banker, 218n 
Foxwell, Herbert Somerton, economist, 97n, 123n 
France, press advertisement, 251 
Revolution, lecture on, 132 
universities, 651 
Francis, St, 691 
Francis, Ernest Francis, Professor of 
Chemistry, 594 
Frankland, Sir Edward (Kt 1897), chemist, 41 
Freeman, Edward Augustus, historian, 17 
free trade, 518, 623 
Fripp, Henry Edward, physician, 3, 6 
Frome, [Soms], clothworking industry/lectures 
at, xxxvii, 132 
Football Club, 684 
Mechanics’ Institute, 138 
Tucker’s mill, 138 
Froude (Froud), Alfred, City Councillor, 651 
William, engineer, 64, 81 
Fry family (generally), xxxii, xliv, lii, 136, 
441n, 464 
arms, 667 
Fry, Albert, Chairman of UCB Council (1882-— 
1903), xliv, xlv, li, lii, lix, 6n, 86, 99, 
107, 115, 127, 135, 137n, 143, 152, 
179, 194, 218, 223, 234, 246, 253, 
258, 263, 282, 288, 293, 307, 310, 
312n, 314-15, 320, 327, 331, 336, 
339n, 348, 356, 365, 368, 373, 378n, 
380, 383, 670; pl.9 
letters &c from, 145, 296, 308-9, 320, 
335, 342, 347, 359-60, 371,375, 
394, 397-8 
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letters to, 140, 183, 190, 242, 259, 297, 
311, 366, 372,376 
memorial fund/tower, 403 
tributes, 401, 659 
Albert Magnus (son of Albert), donor, 204 
Sir Edward (brother of Albert), Lord Justice 
of Appeal, 6n, 41 
Francis James, lii, 59, 62, 204, 416n, 426n, 
431,545, 652 
Sheriff (1886-7), 195 
Sir Geoffrey Storrs (son of F.J.; Bt 1929), 
545 
James Duncan, Lecturer in Physics, 695 
Joseph Storrs, lii, 6, 204, 403, 426n, 431, 
456, 545, 652 
letter to, 394 
Lewis (brother of Albert), MP, Chairman 
of UCB Council (1903-9), xxvii, 
xxix, Xliv, xl viii, liii, liv, lv, lvii, lix 
&n, 3-4, 12, 17, 21,31, 37, 40, 45, 
56-7, 61, 64, 81, 85, 110-11, 115, 
130, 135, 164, 194-5, 198, 210, 
212-3, 215,218, 234, 263, 278, 
309, 320, 323, 343, 348, 401n, 403, 
407, 413-14, 420, 423, 426n, 427, 
429-30, 432, 434, 441, 452, 467-8, 
476, 478, 491, 496, 508,510, 516, 
522, 526, 529-30, 532n, 545, 547, 
559, 579, 585, 594, 602, 610-12, 
616, 627, 633, 638, 640, 648, 665, 
696; pl.9 
donations, 145, 204, 652 
letters from, 110, 142, 279, 433, 438, 444, 
446, 470, 484-5, 493, 497, 502,514, 
520, 542, 586, 609, 619, 622, 625, 
632, 637, 641-2 
letters to, 137, 435, 437, 439, 442, 445, 
447, 456, 492, 521, 618, 631, 635, 
639 
nickname, 667 
Lucy Harriet Beadon (widow of Albert), lix, 
401 
letter to, 659 
Norah Lillian (daughter of F.J.),545, 681 
Richenda Mary (daughter of Albert) see 
Abbot, H.N. 
Fry, Abbot, Pope and Brown / Abbot & Fry, 
Solicitors, 30, 42, 53 
Fyfe, Henry, 105 


Galway, University College, 180 
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Gane, Philip Endres, furniture maker, 430 
Gardiner, Charles Edward Ley, Alderman, 477 
Garibaldi, Giuseppe, 12 
Garnett (Garnet), — , Mrs, donor, 204 
William, Principal of Newcastle College of 
Science, xli, 168, 172, 179, 185, 197, 
199-200, 202, 205-6, 210 
letter to, 157 
Garrard, Thomas, author, 335 
Gascoyne-Cecil, Robert Arthur Talbot, 
Marquess of Salisbury, Prime 
Minister (1885-6, 1886-92, 
1895-1902), xlii, 169n, 174n, 188, 
211n, 323n 
Gathorne-Hardy, Gathorne, Viscount 
Cranbrook [Earl of Cranbrook 
1892], Lord President of the Council 
(1886-92), 199-200, 202, 238 
Geographical Association, Bristol Branch, 530 
George, Hereford Brooke, Fellow of New 
College, 27, 30-31, 35, 56, 64, 218, 
263 
William Edwards, brewer, Alderman, xliv 
&n, 135, 145, 152, 194-5, 198, 204 
Georges & Co., brewers, 135n, 204 
Germany, 105n 
industrial museums, 317 
naval construction, 651 
technical/general education, xxviii, xxxiil, 
xlix, 317,332, 387, 491, 651 
Gervase of Canterbury, chronicler, quoted, 532 
Gibbs, George Abraham, [Baron Wraxall 
1927], MP, 569n 
Gilbert, Sir Joseph Henry (Kt 1893), 
agricultural chemist, 118 
Sir William Schwenck (Kt 1907), writer, 683 
Gilchrist, John Borthwick, physician, 73n 
Gilchrist Educational Trust, xlviii 
lectures/scholarships funded by, 73, 82, 93, 
277 
Secretary, 277 
Girdlestone, Edward, Canon of Bristol, 104, 670 
Gladstone, William Ewart, Prime Minister 
(1868-74, 1880-5, 1886, 1892-4), 
xli, In, 141n, 152n, 169n, 177, 216n 
Glamorgan, county, xlvii 
Glasgow, [Renfrews], 122n 
City of Glasgow Bank, crash, 93 
Glasgow Academy, 105n 
Glasgow University, 16, 69n, 103, 116n, 152, 
180, 182n, 381n 
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Glastonbury, Soms, Abbey, 235n 
Glazebrook, Ethel (née Brodie; wife of M.G.), 
406, 689 
Michael George, Head Master of Clifton, 
238, 307, 320, 370 
letters from, 335, 339 
Gloucester and Bristol, bishopric, union 
dissolved, 315n 
Gloucester, 70n 
MP, 12 
Gloucester, county, 302, 431 
County Council, 395,511, 530, 665 
Deputy Lieutenant, 511n 
industry, xxxvii, 308, 352, 541 
Local Education Authority, 395 
Lord Lieutenant, 166n 
Technical Instruction Committee, 243 
UCB students from, xli, 184 
Gloucester, Earl of see Robert 
Gloucestershire County Cricket Club, 406n, 420n 
Gloucestershire South, MP, 29 
Glover, Richard, Baptist minister, 348, 670 
Glyde, John Chaffey, solicitor, 545 
Godwin, James Colthurst, iron merchant, 195, 
204 
Golden Jubilee Fund, 184 
Goodeve, Henry Hurry Hes, physician, 108 
Goodman, Arnold Abraham, Baron Goodman 
(d. 1995), xlix 
Goodwood, [Suss], race meeting, 560 
Gordon, Charles George, Major-General, death 
alluded to, xli 
Gordon-Lennox, Charles, Duke of Richmond, 
Lord President of the Council, 64n 
Goschen, George Joachim, Chancellor of the 
Exchequer (1887-92), xli, xlii, 174, 
176-7, 186-7, 192, 196, 200, 210, 
212, 214, 234-5, 237-8 
Private Secretary (Milner), 192-3 
Goss, Louis Allan, Reader in Burmese, xxxii, 
405 
Gotch, Francis, donor, x] &n, 204 
Frederic William, President of Bristol 
Baptist College, xxix, xxxii, 30-1, 
35, 56, 104, 110, 115 
Gottingen, [/and Niedersachsen, Germany], 
University, xlix, 56, 105n 
Grace, J. & J., accountants, 38 
Graham, Bernard L., student, 229 
J., Colonel, donor, 204 
Granville, Earl see Leveson-Gower, G. 
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Great Western Railway, xxxi 
Green, Charlotte Byron (née Symonds, wife of 
T.H.), 175 
Everard, Rouge Dragon, 667 
John Richard, historian, 56n 
Thomas Hill, historian, 175n 
Greenslade, Ernest Acraman, brush 
manufacturer, 204 
William Acraman, brush manufacturer, 545 
Greenwood, Joseph Gouge, classicist, 173, 197 
Gregory, Sir Richard Arman (Kt 1919, Bt 
1931), astronomer, 149n 
Greville, Frances Evelyn, Countess of 
Warwick, 377 
Grey, Sir Edward, Bt, [Viscount Grey of 
Falloden 1916], Foreign Secretary, 
200n, 590 
John Temperley, Congregational minister, 204 
Griffiths, Lemuel Matthew, Medical Librarian, 
260 
Grubb, Edward, Quaker activist, 61 
Grundy, H., benefactor, 139 
Gualtierei, Eleonora, Lecturer in Italian, xxxii, 
689 
Gunn, Ernest Henry Mayo, 545 
Henry Wills, benefactor, 468, 545 
Gunter, Lucy D., student, 454 
Gurney, Henry Palin, Principal of Durham 
College of Science, letter from, 381 
Guthrie, Frederick, physicist and chemist, letter 
to, 102 
Gwynne, William Purcell, student, 672 


Haden (‘Hadyn’), George Nelson, & firm, 
heating engineers, 99-100, 135 
Haldane, Richard Burdon, [Viscount Haldane 
1911], statesman, xliii, xlix—, li, lii, 
liii, liv, lv, lviii, 200n, 426, 470n, 
491, 556, 560, 698n 
address by, 387 
letters from, 428, 462-3, 626 
letters to, 621,629 
Hall, Isaac Walker, Professor of Pathology, 
693-4 
Hallard, Henry, Porter, 261n, 266 
Hallett, Thomas George Palmer, Lecturer in 
Political Economy, 56 
Hamilton, Lord George Francis, MP, 169, 671 
Hansom, Charles Francis, architect, xxxix, 
86, 89,99, 101, 109, 114, 121, 135, 
235n; pl. 15 
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appointment, 83 
letter from, 100 
Edward Joseph (son of C.F.), architect, 222 

Hare, Charles Bowles, Alderman, 477,515, 

517-19, 661 
letter from, 617 
letter to, 522 

Harford, William Henry, banker, 104 

Harley, Edward Arthur, Registrar, Bristol 
County Court, 545 

Harris, Arthur Geoffrey, student, 695 

Harrison, Alfred James, general practitoner, 
218 

Sir James Humphreys (Kt 1909), Deputy 
Clerk of the Privy Council, 562, 572, 
618, 640 

Harrow, [Middx], School, 665 

Harrowby, Earl of see Ryder, D. 

Hart Dyke, Sir William, Bt, Vice-President 
of the Committee on Education 
(1887-92), 199, 208, 220 

Hartington, Marquess of see Compton, S. 

Hartley, Henry Robinson, philanthropist, 
XXXViii 

Harvey, John George Russell, Master of SMV 
(1905-6), letter to, 433 

Hastings, Robert, clothier, 29 

Hawkins, Ernest J.G., student, 292 

Hawtrey, Sir Ralph George (Kt 1956), Treasury 
official, letters from, 457, 465 

Heath, Sir Henry Frank (Kt 1917), Board of 
Education official, lvii, 572-3 

letters to, 568, 630 
Robert, Principal of Mason College, 
Birmingham, 234n, 326 

Hedley, C., — , student, 672 

Heidelberg, [/and Baden-Wiirttemberg, 
Germany], University, 102n 

Hele-Shaw, Henry Selby, Professor of 
Engineering, xxxili, 213 

Henderson, William John, Principal, Bristol 
Baptist College, 545, 594, 690 

Henry II, King, 532 

heraldry, 30, 35-6, 56, 666-7; pl. 16 

Hereford, Bishop of see Percival, J. 

Hereford, Bishop’s Palace, 343, 345-6, 426-7, 
464, 482, 490, 494, 570, 605, 611, 
623 

MP, 623n 
Hereford, county, xxxi 
industry, 541 
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Heymann, Bernard, Lecturer in Hebrew, xxxii, 
243 
Hicks, William Mitchinson, Principal of Firth 
College/University College, Sheffield, 
xli &nn, lii, 189n, 211,318 
letters to, 168-9, 172-3, 177, 179, 184, 186, 
188, 193, 196-7, 199-202, 205-6, 
210, 212-14, 216 
Hicks Beach, Sir Michael Edward, Bt, 
Viscount St Aldwyn (1906), Earl 
(1915), Chancellor of the Exchequer 
(1885-6, 1895-1902), xli, xlii, xliii, 
xviii, li, 169, 283, 316, 318, 320, 
323, 386, 490 
Hill, Sir George Rowland (Kt 1927), Secretary 
of the Rugby Football Union, 678 
Historical Association, Bristol Branch, 532 
Hitchings, Brigstock, merchant, 545 
Hobhouse, Sir Charles Edward Henry (Bt 
1916), Financial Secretary to the 
Treasury, 569n, 572, 627n 
letter to, 564 
Henry, MP, lix, 514, 652 
letter from, 400 
Hodgson, Geraldine, Mistress of Method, 406, 692 
Kirkman David, MP, 17 
Hofmann, August Wilhelm von, chemist, 50 
Holford, George, Principal Clerk, Charity 
Commission, letter from, 302 
Holland, Sir Henry Thurstan, Bt [Baron 
Knutsford 1888; Viscount 1895], 
Vice-President of the Committee on 
Education (1885-6, 1886-7), 176-7, 
186 
Holmes, Frank, photographer, 392n 
G.H., donor, 204 
Holmes Gore, Thomas, solicitor, 204 
Holt, Vernon, Vicar of St Nicholas’s with St 
Leonard’s, 545 
Home Office, 394, 408 
Honey, E.G., Clerk of the Works, Bristol 
Cathedral, 37-8, 44, 56 
Hopkinson, Sir Alfred (Kt 1910), Vice- 
Chancellor of Victoria University/ 
Victoria University of Manchester, 
467-8, 579, 662 
horticulture, 377n 
Houldsworth, Sir William Henry, Bt (1887), 
MP, 216 
Howell, E.C., and Son, builders, 135 
Howell, James Henry, brassfounder and JP, 545 
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letter from, 499 
Hudd, Alfred Edmund, naturalist and 
antiquarian, 204 
Huddersfield, [Yorks WR], Technical College, 
338 
Hudson, Charles Thomas, Headmaster of BGS, 
136 
Hughes, — , Headmistress of Colston Girls’ 
School, 475 
Thomas McKenny, Woodwardian Professor 
of Geology, Cambridge, 56n 
Hugo, Victor Marie, author, 687 
Humpage, Jacques & Pederson, Engineers, 
letter from, 312 
Humphries, James, President, Bristol Chamber 
of Commerce, 545 
Huxley, Thomas Henry, biologist, 153n, 172n, 
215-16, 670 
hymnody, 59, 623n 


Iceland, lecture on, 384 
Iddesleigh, Earl of see Northcote, S.H. 
Tles, Arthur Ernest, student, 675 
Imperial Tobacco Co., 279n, 402, 468n 
income tax, 192 
India, lin, 108n 
civil service, 213n 
railways, 243n 
Secretary of State, 556n 
Under Secretary, 653n 
Viceroy, 205n, 490n 
Inskip, James, solicitor, 545 
International Affairs, Royal Institute of, 
Professor of International Economics 
(Price), 457n 
Ireland, Chief Secretary, 185n,432n 
higher education, xlviii, 180, 501 
Home Rule issue (1880s), 201, 213n 
Lord-Lieutenant, 216n 
Ireland, Church of, 483n 
Irving, Sir Henry [John Henry Brodribb], (Kt 
1895), actor, 276 
Irwin, Sidney Thomas, Clifton College master, 
692 
Italy, 647 
lecture on, 676 
press advertisements, 251, 264 


Jamaica, press advertisement, 392 
James, Sir Edward Burnet (Kt 1908), Master 
of SMV (1895-6), Lord Mayor 
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James/Sir Edward Burnet (continued) 
(1904-5, 1907-8), 286, 420, 477, 
496, 500-2, 506, 523, 545,551, 661 
letters from, 509, 512 
letters to, 470, 542 
H., student, 677 
William, Unitarian minister, 6 
Jarman, George, Baptist minister, 487 
Jenkins, Arthur A., student, 229 
John, Augustus Edwin, painter, xxxiii 
Johnson, Samuel (d. 1784), writer, 17 
Jolly, Archie, minister, 118 
Jones, Edward, Lecturer in Architecture, 144 
John Averay, Mayor (1875-6), 59 
John Viriamu, Principal of University 
College, Cardiff, xli & n 
W. Arthur, donor, 204 
William Edward, architect, 235n 
Jones & Hudson, donors, 204 
Jose, William Wilberforce, Chairman of the 
TIC, xvii, 288, 290-1, 354, 366, 
373-4, 378, 380, 383, 395, 422, 437, 
661 
letters &c from, 287, 289, 364-5, 388, 411 
letters to, 352, 357, 379, 400 
Jowett, Benjamin, Master of Balliol, President 
of UCB (1891-3), xxvii, xxvill, xxxi, 
XXXli, XXXVi, XXXix, Xli, xlvii, 1, 2n, 
31,56, 64, 70n, 72,81, 85, 104, 111, 
122, 124, 136, 143n, 158, 164, 173, 
179, 186, 188, 193-4, 196, 200-1, 
210, 212-16, 274; pl. 3 
aid to UCB, 175, 259n, 268, 274n, 279 
Chairman, 30, 35 
death, 263, 265n 
elected President, 246 
letter to, 192 
letters from, 11,91, 126, 128, 163, 165, 174-6, 
178, 187, 209, 211, 217, 219, 259 
notes, 23 
speeches, 17, 22 
Vice-Chancellor of Oxford, 464 
Jupp, Herbert Basil, Clifton College master, 
204 


Kay-Shuttleworth, Sir John Phillips, Bt, 213n 
Sir Ughtred, Bt, [Baron Shuttleworth 1902], 
statesman, 213 
Keall, William Powell, surgeon, 4, 32, 66, 92 
Keen, E. Mary, student, 681, 683 
Janet F., student, 676 
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Kelston, [Soms], 459-60, 470, 530, 662 
Kelvin, Baron see Thomson, Sir W. 
Kemp, Clement (father of J.T.), xxxvii, 95n 
John Tabor, scholar, xxxvii, 95n 
Kennedy, Sir Charles Malcolm, Lecturer in 
International Law, 278 
Kent, Albert Frank Stanley, Professor of 
Physiology, xxxv, 1; 394, 415, 420, 
422-4, 466, 684-5, 694 
Keynes, John Maynard, economist, 131n 
Kilcreggan, [Argyll], 106n, 118 
Killand, Eleanor, scholar, 58 
King, Harriet Eleanor Hamilton, poet, 683 
Mervyn Kersteman (brother of P.L.), 436, 
473, 610, 613, 633, 661 
letter to, 480 
Muriel Ellen (née Adams; wife of P.L.), 508, 
633 
Percy Liston, Treasurer of SMV (1901-14), 
liii, liv, lv, lviti, 476, 521,551,558, 
579, 620n, 628, 637, 641, 645-6, 
653, 657, 661; pl. 11 
letters from, 435, 437, 442, 445, 447, 453, 
472-3, 478, 492, 557, 648 
letters to, 438, 444, 446, 452, 471, 485, 
493, 497, 508, 512,515, 517-18, 
552-3, 555, 572-3, 575, 577-8, 585, 
587, 589-90, 599, 610, 613-17, 627, 
633-4, 638, 640, 647, 654, 658 
Kingston, Jamaica, 392n 
Knutsford, Baron and Viscount se e Holland, 
Sir H.T. 


Labour Party (official/independent), lii, liv, lv, 
Iviii, 216n, 387n, 430n, 499n 
Lake, William Charles, Dean of Durham, 1, 
199n 
Lambert & Butler, tobacco merchants, 467 
Lancashire, industry, 16 
Lancaster, Duchy of, Chancellor, 213n 
Lane, Hilda M.M., 341 
Lang, Robert, donor, 204 
Langfield see Levy-Langfield 
Langley, John Newton, Secretary and 
Registrar, xxiv, 115, 144 
letter from, 116 
Lansdown, Francis Poole, surgeon, 253, 257-8 
Robert Guthrie Poole (son of F.P.), 
physician, 686 
Lansdowne, Marquess of see Petty- 
Fitzmauruce, H. 
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lantern, magic, 680 
Latheron, Caithness, 118n 
Lawes, Sir John Bennet (Bt 1882), agricultural 
chemist, 118 
Law Society, 624 
Lean, Vincent S., donor, 204 
Lee, Arthur, metric enthusiast, 313n 
Evelyn, student, 683 
Leeds, [Yorks WR], xl, 1, 28, 109 
Institute of Science and Art, 327n 
Medical School, xxv 
Yorkshire College of Science, xxv, xxxv, 
XXXVii, XXXViii, xlix, 1; 25, 28, 49, 70, 
110-11, 177n, 180, 330, 352, 387 
Leeds University, xxv, XXXv, XXXVI, XXXVili, 
xlix, xl, 387n, 441, 448, 461, 482, 
496, 501,530,541, 545, 556, 567 
Chancellor, lix n, 205n, 441 
Professor of Physics (Cavendish), 448n 
Vice-Chancellor, 177n, 441, 464n 
Lees, C.L., 697 
J., Assistant Lecturer in Engineering, 627, 638 
Lees-Smith, Hastings Bertrand, Professor 
of Public Administration and 
Economics, 430n, 443 
letter from, 664 
Leipner, Adolph, Professor of Botany, xxiv, 2, 
4,7, 15,18, 24, 32, 42-3, 66, 68, 92, 
139, 170, 229, 245, 252, 264 
appointment, 56 
teaching hours, xxxii, 227 
testimonial, 143 
theft from, 224 
Leonard, Crosby, surgeon, 31 
George Hare, Professor of Modern History, 
xxxii, 278, 406, 418, 494, 498 
letter from, 466 
L., Miss, donor, 204 
Leopardi, Giacomo Taldegardo Francesco di 
Sales Saverio Pietro, poet, 237n 
Lethbridge, Sir Roper, MP, 213 
Letts, Edmund Albert, Professor of Chemistry, 
59, 64-5, 70, 73-4, 82,96, 105 
appointment, 41n, 50,56 
assistant, 153 
letter from, 64 
Leveson-Gower, Granville, Earl Granville, 
Lord President of the Council, 310 
Levy, Moss, Alderman, 501 
Levy-Langfield, Arthur Albert (son of the 
above), City Councillor, 501 
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Lewin, Frederick George, artist, 532n 
Lewis, T.R., builder, 238 
Lewis, W., & Sons, donors, 204 
Lewis & Edbrooke, carpenters, joiners and 
builders, Clifton Vale, 89, 101n 
Leyden jars, 62 
Liberal Party, xxvii, xxxvi, xli, xliii, xliv, xlix, 
1, liv, 1 n, Ivii, Iviii, 3n, 6n, 17n, 26n, 
29n, 31n, 141n, 162n, 172n, 174n, 
185n, 195n, 200n, 205n, 210n, 213n, 
216n, 278n, 387n, 400n, 432n, 556n, 
569 
Liberal Unionists, xliv, 3n, 172n, 174n, 185n, 
200n, 213n, 400n, 569n 
Liége, [Belgium], 132n 
Lightfoot, Joseph Barber, Bishop of Durham, 
210 
Lindrea, William Henry, merchant, 545 
Liveing, George Downing, Professor of 
Organic Chemistry, Cambridge, xliii, 
314n, 320n 
Liverpool, Bishop of see David, A.A. 
Liverpool, [Lancs], xl; 1, 182, 387n 
University College, xxv, xxxviil, xlix, 110, 
140, 180, 289, 327n, 387 
Chair of Chemistry, 122 
Chairman of Council, 182 
Principal and Professor of Greek 
(Gladstone), 169n 
Liverpool University, xl, I, liv, 418n, 461, 463, 
485, 491,496, 501, 530, 541, 545, 
556, 567 
Chancellor, lix n 
Llandrindod Wells, [Radnors], Pump House 
Hotel, 666 
Llewellins & James Ltd, brassfounders, 499 
Lloyd, Samuel, Alderman, 477 
Lloyd Morgan, Conwy, Dean/Principal (1887— 
1909), xxxi, xxxiii, xl vi, xl viii, 1, 
li, litt &n, lv, lix, 223-5, 227, 231, 
233-5, 237-9, 241, 243, 245, 247-8, 
254-5, 259, 271-3, 275-6, 278, 281, 
293-4, 298, 300, 303, 307, 316, 318, 
320, 321n, 323, 324n, 325, 327-8, 
331, 3334, 348, 350-1, 354—7, 
368, 372-3, 375, 377-8, 387, 389, 
391, 395, 403, 405-7, 412-13, 415, 
420-1, 430, 432-3, 436, 452-3, 458, 
474, 486-7, 506, 510, 513, 532n, 
545, 549, 583, 594, 603, 617, 639, 
643; pil. 5, 12 
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Lloyd Morgan, Conwy (continued) 


appointment as Dean, 218 

appointment as Lecturer, 153-4 

appointment as VC, 461, 469, 570, 663-4 

elected FRS, 339 

lectures, 208, 223, 232, 384, 696n 

letters &c from, 299, 308, 320, 332, 342, 
347, 352, 359-60, 371, 383,450, 
495, 659 

letters to, 219, 326, 381, 388, 416, 419, 457, 
460, 465-6, 481, 644, 662-4 

order against snowballing, 250 

rooms, 170, 260 

sons, 153 


Lloyd Morgan, Emily Charlotte (née Maddock; 


wife of Conwy), 153,419, 676, 
680-1, 687-9, 691-2 
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Imperial Institute, South Kensington, 205 

Irish Office, Old Queen St, 505 

Kensington, MP, 213 

Kensington, South, 55, 205n 

Lambeth Palace, Lollards’ Tower, 461, 498, 
507 

livery companies (generally), liv, 113 

London Hospital, 256n 

Lower Belgrave St, 629 

Mansion House, 196 (fig.), 462n 

medical schoools, 480, 685 

MPs, 172n, 486 

newspapers (generally), 30, 31,33,47, 56, 
502 

New Square, Lincoln’s Inn, 562 

Norfolk House, Victoria Embankment, 624 

Privy Council Office, Whitehall, Ivii, lviii, 


Local Education Authorities, creation (1902), 283, 337, 536, 546n, 560, 562, 564, 
379 568, 573, 576, 582, 588,592, 597, 
Local Government Board, President, li &n 600, 604, 608, 613-14, 636 
Lodge, Sir Oliver Joseph (Kt 1902), Vice- Queen Anne’s Gate, 511 
Chancellor of Birmingham, 34, 461, Queen’s Hall, [Langham Place], 499n 
556 Royal College of Chemistry, 50n 
London, Bishop of see Temple, F. Royal College of Science, 61n, 480 
London and Westminster: 


Abingdon Street, 566 

Battersea Polytechnic Institute, 338 

Belgrave Square, 207 

Board of Education, Whitehall, Ivii, 572, 
596, 601 

British Museum see that heading 

Charity Commission Office, Whitehall, 201, 
302 

City and Guilds Institute/colleges, liv, 180, 
296, 441, 480 

Clothworkers’ Company see that heading 

Clothworkers’ Hall, Mincing Lane, xxxvii, 
49,51, 161, 330, 367, 410 

Devonshire House, [Piccadilly], 215 

Drapers’ Company, 441 

Drury Lane, 467-8 

educational posts (generally), 159 

Elm Park Gardens, South Kensington, 185 

Elm Park Road, Chelsea, 656 

Finsbury Technical College, 340n 


Royal School of Mines, 41n, 82n, 102n, 
182n 

St Thomas’s Hospital, 394n 

Savile Club, Piccadilly, 205 

South-Western Polytechnic Instutute, 
Chelsea, 338 

Toynbee Hall, [Spitalfields], 223n 

Treasury Chambers, Whitehall, 192,465 

United University Club, Pall Mall, 572, 610, 
613, 615-16, 618, 628n, 631, 634-5, 
640 

Victoria St, 277 

War Office, Whitehall, 428, 462-3, 626, 655 

West Ham Technical Institute (East London 
Technical College), 338, 441 

Westminster Abbey see that heading 

Wetherby Gardens, 209 

Wood St, 28 

~ (location), li, lvii, 95, 118, 182, 196, 199, 
202, 264, 426, 499, 570,573, 579, 
590, 633 


Freemasons’ Tavern, [Great Queen St], | 
Great George St, 545n 


London County Council, 31n, 475n 

London School Board, 216n 

Grosvenor House, [Park Lane], 417 London University, xxv, xxvi, xlvil, xlix, 1, liv, 
Guildhall, 462 lv, 163, 168, 213n, 387, 441, 491, 
Holborn, 275n 545 

Hyde Park Gardens, 602 academic dress, 59 
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Bedford College, 458 
Calendar, 475 
charters, 233n, 480 
colleges and schools (generally), xlii, liv, 
233,441,476, 480, 495 
examinations and degrees, xxviii, xlvi, 
34n, 58n, 62n, 73, 231, 260, 295-6, 
308-10, 329, 340, 370, 378, 383, 
411, 424, 474, 547, 683n 
fees, 320 
funding, 476 
King’s College, 11, 56n, 168n, 172-3, 180, 
220, 320, 352, 480, 495 
Principal, 168n 
religious test, xlii, 282 
London School of Economics, 387n 
medical schools, 233, 480 
football, 685 
proposed teaching university, 168, 169n, 
177, 233 
Registrar, 17 
representative on UCB Council, 170n 
Senate, 73, 231, 233,476 
Slade School of Fine Art, xxxiv 


University College (UCL), xxx, xxxi, xxxili, 


li, 41n, 56n, 103n, 140, 153n, 169n, 
172-3, 180, 182n, 201, 216n, 432n, 
480, 495, 653n 
Vice-Chancellor, xxix, 31, 486 

Long, Walter Hume, [Viscount Long 1921], 
President of the Local Government 
Board, li 

Lonsdale, Duke A., student, 695 


Lowe, Charles James, Alderman, 433, 436, 545 


Lubbock, Sir John, Bt [Baron Avebury 1900], 
statesman, xli, xlii, 172n, 185-6, 
197, 202, 205-6, 210, 212-14, 216, 
220, 670 
letters from, 207, 215 
Vice-Chancellor of London, 31 
Lucas, Joseph J.S., student, 672 
Lydeard, Bishops, [Soms], Sandhill Park in, 
336 
Lysaght, John, iron merchant, 99, 139 


McArthur, Allan, metal merchant, 437, 473, 
661 
McGrath, Patrick, historian, xxv n, xlv n 
Mackay, Alexander, clothier, 118 
Donald James, Baron and Lord Reay, 627n, 
653 


Mackinder, Sir Halford John (Kt 1920), 
Principal of Reading College then 
Director of the LSE, 387, 429-30 
Macmillan, Alexander, publisher, 125 
Macpherson, William Douglas Lawson, Clifton 
College Secretary, 185n 
Main, John Frederic, Professor of Mathematics, 
Mechanics and Engineering, 82, 105, 
136 
letter from, 183 
Mallet, — , Mrs, 406 
Malvern, West [Worcs], 128, 217 
Man, Isle of, national poet, 683n 
Manchester, Archdeacon of, 110n 
Manchester, [Lancs], xl, 138, 387n. 394, 662 
Corporation, 35n, 173 
Grammar School, 238n 
MPs, 173n, 216n 
Municipal School of Technology, 476 
newspaper, 47 
Royal Medical School, xxv 
Manchester, Owens College (to 1880) / Owens 
within federal Victoria University 
(1880-1904) / Victoria University 
of Manchester (from 1904), xxv, 
XXXV, XXXVili, xlii, xliii, xlv, xlix, 1, 
liv, 16-17, 59, 110, 140, 172-3, 180, 
289, 296, 327n, 332, 352, 387, 394n, 
458, 464n, 476, 491, 495-6, 501, 
520, 530,541,545, 554, 556, 566-7, 
623n, 624, 643-4, 648, 683n 
Chancellor, lix n 
Vice-Chancellor (VUM), 467n 
see also Victoria University (federal) 
maps, 82, 405n 
Marie Louise of Schleswig-Holstein, Princess, 
403n 
Marlborough, [Wilts], College, xxix 
Marle, Samuel, student, 694 
Marling, Sir Samuel Stephens, clothier and 
MP, 29, 38, 40, 70, 109, 111 
Marsden, — , laboratory assistant, 105 
Marshall, Alfred, Principal (1877-81), xxix, 
xxxii, xl, xlii, xlviii &n, lix, 56n, 70, 
92,96, 99, 116, 118, 121, 136, 259, 
276, 284, 458; pl. 4 
appointment and salary, 69 
character, 105 
Economics of Industry, 129 
house, 132n 
letters from, 94, 123, 268, 274 
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Marshall/Alfred (continued) 
letters to, 91, 126, 128 
Principles of Economics, 69n 
resignation, first (withdrawn), 91,97 
second, 122-6, 128-9 
third, 143 
tribute from students, 129 
Henry, physician, 253 
Mary Paley (wife of Alfred), xxx, xxxix, 91, 
105, 118, 126, 128-9, 143-4, 268 
letter from, 284 
letter to, 131 
Martyn, Samuel, physician, 2,7, 18,24, 42,56 
Mason, Charles, astronomer and surveyor (d. 
1786), xlvi 
Sir Josiah, industrialist and philanthropist, 
Xxxvili, 16, 17 
Massachusetts Institute of Technology, 338, 
555,558 
Masson, David Mather (father of D.O.), 
Professor of Rhetoric, Edinburgh, 
105n 
Sir David Orme (Kt 1922), Laboratory 
Assistant, later Professor at 
Melbourne, 105-6 
Mather, Frederick Vaughan, Canon of Bristol, 
670 
Matthew of Bristol, tutor to Henry II, 532 
Matthews, Thomas Gadd, donor, 204 
Mawnan Smith, [Cornw], 647 
Meadon, Alice, scholar, 58 
Mechanical Engineers, Institution of, 607 
Medici, de’, Cosimo di Giovanni (d. 1464), 
and Lorenzo (d. 1492), rulers of 
Florence, 689 
Medlicott (Medlycott), Mervyn, student, 298, 
300 
Melbourne University, 105n 
Melksham, [Wilts], 118n 
Merchant Venturers, Society of / Merchant 
Venturers’ Technical College: 
(1) Society of Merchant Venturers 
address to King and Queen, 532n 
Clerks, 534, 585 
Hall (building) see under Bristol 
Hall (meeting), 434, 436, 590, 610, 613-15, 
627, 633-4, 640, 653, 657, 669 
hospitality to Clothworkers, 70 
hostility of Percival to, 426,570, 605 
Master, xliv, 12n, 223, 286, 293, 433, 437, 
551n 


see also Adams, C.; Wait, H.W.K.; Ward, 
W.W. 
seal, 546, 657, 669 
Standing Committee, 19, 21, 87, 286, 434-5 
Treasurer, 297n, 435 
see also King, P.L.; Pope, G.H. 
~ xxxvi, 12n, 71, 147, 180, 422, 541 
(2) Merchant Venturers’ Technical College 
aid from TIC, 379-80, 382 
apparatus, 336, 380, 382 
fees, 627, 631-2 
fire (1906) / rebuilding, lii &n, liii, 434-5, 
441, 444, 450, 453, 640, 653 
Lecturer in Mathematics, dismissal, 590 
Principal, 574, 633, 648 
see also Wertheimer, J. 
redundancies/re-employment, 610, 613,618, 
637-8 
representation in University governance, 
574, 661 
Secondary School, 485, 491, 531, 546, 573 
~ 2n, 12n, 387, 532, 545-6, 651 
(3) relations between SMV / MVTC and UCB / 
University 
founding donation to UCB, xxviii, xxxix, 
xliv, 19,21, 87 
further donation declined, 286 
negotiations with UCB (overlapping 
courses), Xxxiii, xliv—xlvii, 285, 
293-7, 307-11, 317, 319, 321, 
328-9, 332, 336, 338, 340, 342, 344, 
347, 349, 351-2, 354-66, 370-7, 
378-80, 382-4, 388-9, 400, 411 
negotiations with University Committee / 
Privy Council (merger / provision 
of Engineering Faculty), xxxi, xliii, 
xlix, li, lii-lix, 433-9, 441-2, 444-8, 
450-3, 461-2, 471-6, 478, 480, 485, 
487-9, 491-3, 495, 497, 499, 508-9, 
511-13, 515-26, 528, 531, 534-9, 
543-4, 547-9, 551-3, 555-8, 562-3, 
566, 568-9, 571-80, 582, 584-5, 
587-90, 593, 596-602, 604-19, 
621-2, 624-5, 627-48, 653-4, 665, 
669 
opposition to Lloyd Morgan as VC, 461 
petition for charter, lvi, 534-6, 544, 547, 
553, 566, 568, 571,580, 588 
text, 546 
representation on University bodies, lvi, lix, 
574, 657, 661 
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status of MVTC within University, lvi, lix, 
361, 461 
Meredith & Co., Solicitors (London agents for 
SMV), 568-9 
London, letter from, 562 
Mersey, River, xl 
metric system, 313 
Miall, Charles L’Oste, student, 672 
microscopy, 6n, 275, 530 
Midland University, projected, xlviii, 196, 325, 
387n 
Milan, [reg Lombardia, Italy], newspaper, 264 
Miles, Robert Fenton, banker, 545 
Miles, Cave, Baillie & Co., otherwise Bristol 
Old Bank, 31, 156, 198, 204, 467 
Milner, Alfred, [Baron Milner 1901; Viscount 
1902], statesman, xli, 187, 193, 200, 
209, 216 
letter from, 192 
Moberly, Emma Florence (née Taylor), wife of 
W.O., 406 
William Octavius, Clifton College master, 
204 
Mockridge, Henry D., NUT agent, 389 
Monkstown, Co Antrim, school, 56n 
Monmouth, county, xlvii, 320 
industry, 16, 352 
Montreal, [prov Quebec/Québec, Canada], xli 
Polytechnique Montréal, 338 
Royal Victoria Hospital, 431n 
Morant, Sir Robert Laurie, Permanent 
Secretary to the Board of Education, 
lviii, 572-3 
letters from, 596, 601 
letters to, 567, 600, 608 
More, Hannah (d. 1833), philanthropist, 532 
Morgan, Frederick, donor, 204 
Morley, George Henry, Secretary of Mason 
College, Birmingham, letter from, 
326 
Guy Estell (nephew of John), 185n 
John, [Viscount Morley 1908], statesman, 
xli, 186, 197, 200-1, 205, 210, 214, 
670 
letter from, 185 
Samuel, MP, 17, 26, 28-9, 64, 164, 309 
Morpeth, [Northumb], MP, 216n 
Morse, A.M., Miss, 413 
mountaineering, 61n 
Mountgarret, Viscount see Butler, H.E. 
Mount Stephen, Baron see Stephen, G. 
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Mount Temple, Baron see Cowper-Temple, W. 
Miiller, Friedrich Max, philologist, 670 
Mundella, Anthony John, Vice-President of the 
Committee on Education (1880-5), 
xi, xlviii, 164, 179, 191, 193, 197, 
206, 210, 214-15 
letter from, 189 
letters to, 141-2 
Munro, John, Professor of Mechanical 
Engineering, 518 
Murray, Sir George Evelyn Pemberton (Kt 
1919), Private Secretary to President 
of the Board of Education, letter 
from, 565 
Sir George Herbert, Permanent Secretary to 
the Treasury, letter from, 567 


Nash, Herbert, merchant, UCB Councillor, 
403, 424,545,594 
National Education League, 215n 
National Physical Laboratory, xxxiii 
Netherlands, universities, 651 
Newcastle-upon-Tyne, [Northumb], 59 
Durham College of Science, xli, 1, 16-17, 
110, 157, 172, 180, 185-6, 197, 200, 
202, 352, 381 
Gosforth, 381 
MP, 185n, 200n, 210n 
Newcombe, — , forwarding agent, 417 
Newman, Bd John Henry, Cardinal, xxvi &n 
Newport, [Mon], Isca Foundry, xlviii 
lectures at, xlviii, 73 
newspapers and journals, Atheneum, 47 
Bristol Guardian, pl. 14 
Bristol Mercury, 31 
Bristol Times and Mirror, 579, 649, 651 
Cardiff and Merthyr Guardian, 47 
Clifton Chronicle , 264 
Contemporary Review, 184 
Daily Bristol Times and Mirror, 148-50 
Daily News, 499n 
Educational Times, 431 
Guardian, 47 
Il Soli, 264 
Jamaica Gleaner, 392 
Journal of the Women’s Education Union, 47 
Manchester Guardian, 47 
Morning Post, 623n 
Nature, 47 
Revue des Deux Mondes, 251 
Saturday Review, 47 
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newspapers and journals (continued) 
South Wales Weekly Telegram, 47 
Spectator, 47 
Standard, 196 
The Times (‘Jupiter’), xli, 47,94, 177, 179, 
184, 186-8, 193, 196-7, 502 
Western Daily Press, 16n, 17,33, 74n, 129n, 
173, 186, 420, 501, 532n, 578n 
Western Morning News, 47 
Newton, Sir Isaac, scientist (d. 1727), 62n 
Nicol (Nichol), Erskine (father of W.W.J.), 
artist, 105 
William Walker James, Lecturer in 
Chemistry, 56, 82,96, 105 
Nicols, George, estate agent, 545 
Nobel Prize, xxx, 103n 
Noble, — ,518 
Norfolk, Duke of see FitzAlan-Howard, H. 
Norrington, Henry Lawrence Weeks, student, 
673-4 
Norris, John Pilkington, Canon and 
Archdeacon of Bristol, xxxii, 64, 97 
Northcote, Stafford Henry, Earl of Iddesleigh, 
Foreign Secretary, 174, 177 
Norway, fjords, lecture on, 680 
Nottingham, 17 
Corporation, 180 
University College, xlviii, 110, 120, 140, 
168, 179-80, 197, 199, 202 
Nunney, — , Miss, and Miss C., donors, 204 
Nuremberg, [/and Bayern, Germany], 
industrial museum, 317 


Oatley, Sir George Herbert (Kt 1925), 
architect, 407, 545 
Ogilvie, Anne, donor, 204 
Oldham, [Lancs], MP, 216n 
O’ Leary, de Lacy Evans, Lecturer in Oriental 
Languages, xxxii, 483 
Olive, William Leonard, merchant, 545 
Olveston, [Glos], Vicar, 104n 
Orange Free State, 345n 
Ord, Bernhard [Boris] (son of C.), 300n 
Clement, Lecturer in German, 1; 300 
Frederic Cusac, Merchant Venturer, 661 
Osborne, Ward, Vassall & Co., Solicitors to 
UCB/University, 297n, 661 
letters to, 562, 566 
Owen, Sir Isambard, Vice-Chancellor, 556 
Owens, John, merchant and philanthropist, 
XXXViii 
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Oxford, 128, 174-5, 178, 187, 196, 201, 205, 
211, 508, 518, 521-2, 525,528, 537, 
573, 577-8, 585, 587, 589-90, 599, 
627, 633, 662 
Banbury Road, 539, 568, 574, 584, 598, 630 
Oxford University, xxv, xxvii, xxxi; 1, 10, 12, 
14, 16-18, 149, 174, 331, 387, 414, 
441 
Bodleian Library, 217 
Colleges, All Souls, 572n 
Balliol, xxx, 2n, 69n, 70n, 91n, 104n, 126, 
165, 179n, 192n, 238n, 283n 
aid to UCB, xxvii, xxviii, xxix, Xxxv, 
xxxix, 9, 11, 12, 14, 16, 31,94, 
110-11, 126, 143, 158, 175, 301, 
352, 530 
football, 684 
Master see Caird, E.; Jowett, B. 
Christ Church, xli 
Hertford, 136n 
Lincoln, Rector see Pattison, M. 
Magdalen, xliii, 12, 297n, 314n, 394n, 
406n 
Merton, 11 
New College, xxvii, xxviii, Xxix, Xxxv, 
xxxix, 10-14, 16-17, 27, 31,94, 
110-11, 175,301, 352 
Oriel, 343n 
Somerville, 111n 
Trinity, xxvi n, xxxi, In, 17n, 162, 343n, 
464 
President see Percival, J. 
University College, 464n 
football, 684 
funding, xxxviii, xl, 110, 180 
MP, 572n 
Museum, 218n 
Professors, Anglo-Saxon (Rawlinson), 
341n 
Anthropology, 218n 
Chemistry (Waynflete), 406n 
Civil Law (Regius), 343n 
Greek (Regius), 11n 
Modern History (Regius), xxxii, 418n 
Political Economy (Drummond), 128, 143 
Geology, 82n 
Mineralogy, 197n 
University Extension Delegacy/lectures, 
xxvi, 270, 406, 464 
Vice-Chancellor, xxix, 31, 164, 464 
Oxford and Asquith, Earl of see Asquith, H.H. 
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Paget, Sir James, Bt, surgeon, 670 
Pakeman, Emily, student, 58 
Palmer, Roundell, Earl of Selborne, 213, 233n 
Palmerston, Viscount see Temple, HJ. 
Parker, George, Lecturer in Medical 
Jurisprudence, 406 
Parliament, lvi, lviii, 157, 163, 186, 192, 283, 
505, 556, 600 
Committee (Education in Wales), 152n 
Parliament, House of Commons / MPs, xli, xlii, 
xliv, xl viii, li &n, lvi, lvii, lix, 12, 17, 
26, 29, 31n, 104n, 164, 169n, 172n, 
173n, 182, 185-7, 189, 192-3, 195, 
197n, 199-200, 202, 205, 207,210, 
212-16, 220, 235, 278n, 309, 323, 
345-6, 348, 387n, 400, 432n, 486n, 
508, 511, 556n, 559, 562, 564n, 566, 
568-9, 571-3, 593n, 623n, 627n; see 
also Fry, Lewis 
Deputy Speaker, 118n 
elections, 187n, 569n 
Parliament, House of Lords, lvi, Ivii, 559, 566, 
568, 571-3, 668n 
report to, 624 
Parliament, statutes: 
25 & 26 Vict. c. 89 (Companies Act 1862), 
31,48, 52, 530 
30 & 31 Vict. c. 131 (Companies Act 1867), 
31, 48, 530 
34 & 35 Vict. c. 26 (University Tests Act 
1871), xxxii 
, 34 & 35 Vict. c. 63 (College Charter Act 
1871), 524n, 559n, 566 
37 & 38 Vict. c. 43 (Alkali Act 1874), 138n 
38 & 39 Vict. c. 63 (Sale of Food and Drugs 
Act 1875), 420n, 422 
39 & 40 Vict. c. 77 (Cruelty to Animals Act 
1876), 394 
39 & 40 Vict. c. 79 (Elementary Education 
Act 1876), 56n 
40 & 41 Vict. c. 58 (Universities of Oxford 
and Cambridge Act 1877), In 
52 & 53 Vict. c. 76 (Technical Instruction 
Act 1889), 242n, 344 
53 & 54 Vict. c. 60 (Local Taxation 
[Customs and Excise] Act 1890), 
235, 283 
54 & 55 Vict. c. 4 (Technical Instruction Act 
1891), 242n. 344 
60 & 61 Vict. c. 20 (Mason University 
College Act 1897), xlviii 
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60 & 61 Vict. c. 46 (Weights and Measures 
Act 1897), 313n 
60 & 61 Vict. c. 230 (Bristol Corporation 
Act 1897), 541n 
61 & 62 Vict. c. 62 (London University Act 
1898), 480n, 495n 
63 & 64 Vict. c. 19 (Birmingham University 
Act 1900), 485, 624 
2 Edw. VII c. 42 (Education Act 1902), 
379n, 389, 395, 400n, 411, 541 
3 Edw. VII c. 7 (Coal Mines Regulation 
Amendment Act 1903), 408 
3 Edw. VII c. 232 (Liverpool University Act 
1903), 624 
4 Edw. VII c.7 (Victoria University of 
Manchester Act 1904), 624 
4 Edw. VII c. 35 (Leeds University Act 
1904), 624 
5 Edw. VII c. 152 (Sheffield University Act 
1905), 624 
8 Edw. VII c. 38 (Irish Universities Act 
1908), 501 
9 Edw. VII c. 29 (Education [Administrative 
Provisions] Act 1909), 565 
9 Edw. VII c. 42 (University of Bristol Act 
1909), Ivii, 553, 566, 568-9, 581, 
594, 596, 624, 668 (text) 
2018 c. 3 (London University Act 2018), 
480n 
Parsons, Edward, Alderman, 477, 499 
Pass, Alfred Capper, 204, 670 
Alfred Douglas, 652 
Pattison, Mark, Rector of Lincoln College, 
Oxford, xxvi 
Paul, St, alluded to, 451 
Pearson, George, Alderman, 477, 499, 646 
Pease, Marian Fry, scholar, Mistress of 
Method, xxxin, 58, 331, 391, 406, 
688 
recollections, 699 
Pembery, Joseph, City Councillor, 501 
Pepys, Samuel (d. 1703), diarist, x1 
Percival, John, Head Master of Clifton, 
President of UCB (1893-1909), 
Bishop of Hereford (1895-1917), 
XXVI-XXVii, XXiX, XXX, XXXI, XXXIi, 
XXXIii, XXXVi, XXXViii, x1, xlii, xliv 
&n, xvii, xlix, lit, liti, liv-lv &n, lv, 
Iviii, lix &n, 2n, 6, 12,17, 28, 30-1, 
35, 38, 40, 45, 56-8, 61, 64, 111, 
130, 164-5, 176-7, 179, 188, 195, 
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Percival/John (continued) 
213-16, 218, 226, 268, 270-4, 276, 
296n, 301, 315, 326n, 348, 350, 361, 
406n, 408, 432, 458, 467, 532n; pl. 3 
advice on dispute within BMS, 80 
character, 41 
donations, 204, 507 
election as President, 263 
hostility to SMV / Wertheimer, 426, 570, 
605 
letters from, 1, 147, 149, 155, 162, 426-7, 
461, 464, 482, 490, 494, 498, 507, 
570, 605, 611, 623 
letters to, 11, 146, 158, 304, 337 
nomination as Bishop, 259n 
Pro-Chancellor, 514 
proposal for Divinity lectures, 294, 307 
Louisa (née Holland; wife of John), xxxiii, 
45n, 61 
Perry, Arthur Benjamin, City Councillor, 545 
Henry Charles, stockbroker, 545 
Petty-Fitzmaurice, Henry Charles Keith, 
Marquess of Lansdowne, li, 490 
Phear, Samuel George, Vice-Chancellor of 
Cambridge University, 31 
Phibbs, E.W., donor, 204 
photography, 56n, 59n, 197n, 392n, 417, 2518 
Physicians, Royal College of, xxv 
Pigou, Francis, Dean of Bristol, 545 
Pinch, Albert Edwin Hayward, student, 674 
Pitman, Horace, Lecturer in Classics, 406 
Playfair, Edith (née Russell), Lady Playfair, 
182 
Sir Lyon (Kt 1883), Baron Playfair (1892), 
Vice-President of the Committee on 
Education (1886), 118, 172, 177, 
179, 182, 197, 213-15 
letter to, 162 
Plymouth, [Devon], xlix, 387 
newspaper, 47 
Pocock, Nicholas, historian, 6 
Theodore (son of Nicholas), 6* 
poetry, 22, 105n, 237n, 273, 676, 683 
Polack, Joseph, Lecturer in Hebrew, xxxii, 243 
Pontefract, [Yorks WR], Flounders Institute, 
34n 
Ponton, Archibald, architect, xxvii 
Pope, —, Mrs (? wife of W.G.), 406 
George Henry, Treasurer of SMV 
(1876-1901), Secretary of MVTC 
(1901-20), xliv &n, xlv, xlvi, xlvii, 
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liv &n, lvi, vii, lviii, 321, 327, 352, 
378, 383, 388, 435n, 437, 461, 517, 
572, 575, 607, 613-14, 616, 622, 
625, 628, 640, 643, 647, 654, 657, 
665; pl. 11 
letters &c from, 242, 310, 319, 329, 
338, 344, 349, 354, 362, 366, 376, 
379-80, 508, 518, 521-2, 525, 528, 
534, 537, 544, 547, 568, 573-4, 
577-8, 584-5, 587, 589-90, 598-9, 
627, 630, 633, 653 
letters to, 317, 324, 336, 355, 365, 375, 
472-6, 487,516, 519, 524, 526, 531, 
535-6, 538, 558, 576, 582, 588, 597, 
646 
memoranda, 361, 488-9, 569 
Secretary of TIC, 242-3 
J.P.C., 661 
William George, City Councillor, 406n, 
420n 
Post Office, Secretary, 565n 
Pottow, A., donor, 204 
Powell, Arthur Cecil, Merchant Venturer, 661 
Powicke, Sir Frederick Maurice (Kt 1946), 
historian, xxxii, 418 
Powlett, Harry George, Duke of Cleveland, In 
Price, Alfred N., donor, 204, 594 
Bonamy, Professor of Political Economy, 
Oxford, 128, 143 
W.P., donor, 204 
Prichard, Augustin, surgeon, xxxvi n, 80, 84-5, 
92,253, 257-8 
Charles John Collins, solicitor, letter from, 
166 
James Cowle, 22 
Prideaux, H., wife of, donor, 204 
Primrose, Archibald Philip, Earl of Rosebery, 
Prime Minister (1894-5), xlii, 216n, 
556n, 653n 
Protheroe, Thomas, donor, 204 
Prowse, Arthur Bancks, physician, 403 
Pulsford, James Walden, Lecturer in 
Mathematics, MVTC, 590 


Quakers, xxxii, 34n, 59n, 61, 179n, 218n, 300n 

Queen’s Bench, Court of, 385 

Queen’s Scholars (trainee teachers), 246-8, 
278, 309 


Rafter, James, Secretary and Registrar 
(1888-1909), xxiv, 1; 239, 241,252, 
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260, 264-6, 272, 278, 305, 307, 322, 
353, 369, 392, 401, 408-9, 410n, 
417, 467, 545 
letters from, 306, 581 
letters to, 291-2, 302, 312-13, 321, 330, 
367, 385,443,455 
railways, inadequate, 65, 70 
letters written on trains/stations, xxxin, 91, 
196, 426-7 
see also Severn Tunnel 
Ramsay, Sir Andrew Crombie, geologist, 182 
Catherine (née Robertson, mother of Sir W.), 
122, 226n 
letters to, 105, 136, 143-4, 182, 191 
Margaret Johnstone (née Buchanan, later 
Marshall), Lady Ramsay (1902), xxx 
n, 122, 128, 132, 143, 152-3, 165, 
211,284 
family, 122 
Sir William (Kt 1902), Professor of 
Chemistry, Principal (1881-7), xxx— 
XXX1, Xxxiii, xli &n, xl viii, xlix, li, liii 
n, 151, 157, 164, 192, 194-5, 208, 
259, 276, 284, 339n, 458, 670; pl. 4 
appointment to chair, 103 
appointment to Principalship, 122, 127, 
130 
lectures, xxxvii, 116, 118, 132-3, 138 
letters from, 105-6, 118-19, 122, 132, 
136, 138, 141, 143-4, 153, 168-9, 
172-3, 177, 179-80, 182, 184, 186, 
188, 191, 193, 196-7, 199-202, 
205-6, 210, 212-14, 216, 226n 
letters to, 134, 161, 163, 165, 174, 176, 
187, 207, 209, 211, 215 
minute by, 189 
pupils / assistants, 59n, 105, 153n, 406n 
William (father of Sir William), death, 199 
letters to, 106, 119, 122, 132, 143, 153 
Rathbone, William, merchant and 
philanthropist, and his brothers, 
XXXIX 
rats, 394 
Rawnsley, Hardwicke Drummond, Clifton 
College mission chaplain, 64n 
Rea, T.E., Chief Clerk to SMV, 585 
Reading, [Berks], University Extension 
College, xlix, 386n, 387, 390 
Reay, Lord see Mackay, D.M. 
Reid, Whitelaw, US Ambassador, 426 
Rendall (Rendal), Gerald Henry, Principal of 


501 


University College, Liverpool, 169, 
197 
Reynolds, Henry Charles, Colonel, 153, 204 
Sidney Hugh, Professor of Geology and 
Zoology, 275, 406 
letter from, 663 
recollections, 700 
Reynolds-Moreton, Henry John, Earl of Ducie, 
li, 166 
Richards, Fenwick, JP, 431,545,652, 665 
Richardson, Arthur, student then laboratory 
assistant, 59, 153 
Charles, engineer, 31 
Richmond, Duke of see Gordon-Lennox, C. 
Rickman, Thomas, architect, 441n 
Ripon, Bishop of see Carpenter, W.B. 
Ripon, Marquess of see Robinson, G. 
Ripper, William, Professor of Mechanical 
Engineering, Sheffield, lii, 448n 
Rixon, Frederic William, Assistant Professor of 
Applied Chemistry, MVTC, 610 
Robert FitzRoy, Earl of Gloucester, 532 
Roberts, Sir Owen John (Kt 1888), Clerk to 
the Clothworkers’ Company, xxxvi, 
xxxvii, 33, 39,95, 408, 475 
letters from, 49, 51,95, 120, 133-4, 161, 
304, 330, 367,410 
letters to, 50, 114, 116, 145 
Robert Davies, Secretary of the Gilchrist 
Trust, letter from, 277 
Thomas Francis, Vice-Chancellor of the 
University of Wales, 556n 
Robertson, David, Professor of Electrical 
Engineering, 518n 
Robeson, Hemming, Archdeacon of North 
Wiltshire, 545 
Robinson, Arthur, industrialist, 545 
letter from, 504 
Edward, City Councillor and JP, Lord Mayor 
(1908-9), 204, 486, 501, 545, 650-2 
George Frederick Samuel Robinson, 
Marquess of Ripon, xli, lix n, 205, 
212-13, 216 
Robinson, E.S. & A., printers and packaging 
makers, 504n 
Robson, Sir William Snowdon, [Baron Robson 
1910], Attorney-General, report 
from, 624 
Rogers, — , Miss, student, 692 
James Edwin Thorold, MP, economic 
historian, 172 
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Rome, 551 
Roper, Frank, student, 298, 300, 303 
Roscoe, Sir Henry Enfield, chemist, 173, 182, 
184, 210, 214-15 
Rosebery, Earl of see Primrose, A.P. 
Rothamsted, Herts, Agricultural Experimental 
Station, 118n 
Rotherham, [Yorks WR], MP, 210n 
Rouge Dragon Pursuivant, 667 
Rowley, James, Professor of Modern History 
and Literature, xxviii—xxix, Xxxii 
& n, xxxv, I-li, 105, 229, 237, 298, 
300, 403 
appointment, 56 
criticised 96, 498 
dismissal threatened, 178, 190, 201, 203 
lectures, 60-1, 73, 132,271 
letters &c from, 190, 299, 419 
librarian, 219n 
resignation, 416 
Rowling, George H., Porter, 266n 
Royal Engineers, 153n 
Royal Military College, Sandhurst, 153n 
Royal Society, xxxi, xxxili, 12, 17n, 30n, 
34n, 61, 64n, 82n, 105n, 136n, 
143, 153n, 162n, 168n, 173n, 182n, 
210n, 215n, 218n, 256n, 298n, 339, 
406n, 594n 
canvass of Fellows, 179 
Royal Society of Edinburgh, 56n 
Ruddock, Richard Beadon, surgeon, 6 
Rudge, Frederick Henry, student, 684, 686 
Rugby, [Warwicks], School, xxxi; In, 17n, 
510n 
Rugby Football Union, Secretary, 678 
Russia, 651 
Runciman, Walter, [Viscount Runciman of 
Doxford 1937], President of the 
Board of Education (1908-11), 556, 
565 
letter to, 560 
Russell, Lord John, Earl Russell (1861), Prime 
Minister (1846-53, 1865-6), 6n, 
213n 
Ryan, John, Professor of Engineering, 224, 
229, 237, 245, 251, 298-300, 312n 
Ryder, Dudley Francis Stuart, called Viscount 
Sandon [Earl of Harrowby 1882], 
Vice-President of the Committee on 
Education (1874-8), 64 
Ryland, Charles Julius, accountant, 534, 545 


Sadler, Sir Michael Ernest (Kt 1919), Vice- 
Chancellor of Leeds, xxxi, 201, 464, 
570 
St Aldwyn, Viscount and Earl see Hicks Beach, 
Sir M. 
St Andrews, [Fife], 91 
St Andrews University, 180 
MP, 162n 
Professor of Greek, 91n 
St Edmundsbury and Ipswich, Bishop of see 
David, A.A. 
St John Ambulance Brigade, Bristol Branch, 
530 
Saise, Alfred John, City Councillor, 651,653 
Salisbury, Marquess of see Gascoyne-Cecil, 
R.A.T. 
Samuelson, Sir Bernhard, industrialist and MP, 
210, 215 
Sandars, John Satterfield, Private Secretary to 
A.J. Balfour, 572 
Sanders, William, geologist, Chairman of 
Museum Council, 3,6, 12 
Sandhurst, [Berks], Royal Military College, 
153n 
Sandon, Viscount see Ryder, D. 
Saunders, Bartholmew, 595 
Saxony, 2n 
Schacht, George Frederick, pharmacist, 30-1, 
35,38, 40, 45, 47, 56, 58, 61, 64, 
107, 110, 115, 130, 170, 181, 194-5, 
198, 204, 208, 223, 245, 260-1, 670 
school boards (generally), 193 
Schools Inspectors, 179n, 283n, 405, 603n, 
623n 
Science and Art Department, xliii, xlv, 55, 148, 
180, 324, 329, 344, 352 
examinations, 295-6, 342 
exhibitions/prizes, 56, 59 
Scotland, 91n, 199 
textile industry, xxxvii 
universities, xxxi, xl, xlviii, 162n, 180, 195, 
387 
Seeley, Sir John Robert (Kt 1894), historian, 
196n 
Selborne, Earl of see Palmer, R. 
Selman, David Codrington, Professor of 
Mathematics, 221, 224, 229 
Serbia, 590n 
Severn, River, 320 
Severn Tunnel, xIviii, 31n, 141-2 
Severn, Roy Thomas, engineer, xxv 
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Sewell, James Edwards, Warden of New 
College, Oxford, 17 
as Vice-Chancellor, 31 
William Henry (brother of J.E.), author, 17n 
Shaw, John Edward, physician, 92 
Sheffield, [Yorks WR], xl, 193 
Medical School, xxxv, 320n 
MP, 141n, 323 
Technical College, 320n 
Sheffield, Firth College (to 1897) / University 
College (1897-1905) / Sheffield 
University (from 1905), xxv, xxxv, 
Xxxvili, xli & n, 1, lii, liv, 110, 168n, 
180, 212, 320, 323, 332, 357, 448n, 
463, 485, 501,530,541, 545, 554, 
556, 567, 603n, 624 
Chancellor, lix n 
Principal see Hicks, W.M. 
Vice-Chancellor, 168n, 464 
Sheppard, Frank, City Councillor, 499 
Sherborne, James Wilson, historian, xxv, 592n 
ships, Peruvian, xli 
Rembrandt, 394 
Shuttleworth, Baron see Kay-Shuttleworth, 
Sir U. 
sickness, bronchitis, 490 
bubonic plague, 394 
cholera, 56n 
cold, 508, 589 
influenza, 375, 572, 633 
insanity/lunacy, 253n, 415n 
tuberculosis/phthisis, 56n, 394 
typhoid, 243 
urolithasis, xxx, 91,97, 125 
vertigo, 178, 209, 211 
Siemens, Sir Charles William (Kt 1883), 
engineer, 670 
Skeat, Margaret Frances, 341 
Skerritt, Edward Markham, physician, 
Secretary of BMS then Dean of the 
Faculty of Medicine, 66, 68, 84-5, 
88, 181, 204, 218, 236, 253, 257-8, 
670, 686 
Smirke, Sir Robert, architect, x1 
Smith, — ,SMV accountant, 518,627 
Augustus, 413 
Donald, Baron Strathcona and Mount Royal, 
431-2 
Edmund Henry Cocks, Clifton master, wife, 
406 
George Munro, physician, 218, 223 
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H.F. Brett, 695 
Henry John Stephen, mathematician, 30-1, 
35,56, 64, 126, 279 
J. Munro, 685 
James Greig, surgeon, 236 
Robert Shingleton, physician, 16, 43, 61, 
67-8, 84-5, 88, 92, 204, 218, 220, 
223, 257-8, 545, 594 
letters from, 66, 76, 79 
William, Alderman, xxix, 12, 31, 35-6, 
56-7, 74, 104, 127, 145-6, 194-5, 
477, 670-1 
Snook see Voss Snook 
Sollas, William Johnson, Professor of Geology 
and Zoology, 82, 90,96, 105, 153, 
213 
Somerset, Henry Adelbert FitzRoy, Duke of 
Somerset, li 
Louise Emily, Duchess of Beaufort, li 
Somerset, xli, 431 
County Council, 395,510 
industry, 16, 218n, 308n, 352, 541 
Local Education Authority, 395, 400 
Lord Lieutenant, 490n 
MP, 400 
teachers, 389 
Technical Instruction Committee, 243 
South Africa, 177n, 192n 
South African (Second Boer) War, 345 
Southampton, Hartley Institute, xxxviii, xlix, 
168, 213, 226n, 325, 386n, 387, 390 
Southey, Robert, poet, 22 
Spafford, George Oswald, cotton merchant, 
286 
Spain, press advertisement, 251 
Spear, Henry John, Secretary of the Chamber 
of Commerce, letter from, 313 
Secretary to the County Ground Co., 684-5 
Spencer, John Poyntz, Earl Spencer, Lord 
President of the Council (1880-3, 
1886), lix n, 216 
William Henry, physician, 7, 15, 18,24, 32, 
43, 67, 84, 92, 115, 130, 135, 181, 
194-5, 198, 218 
letters from, 66, 76-7, 79 
Spooner, William Archibald, Warden of New 
College, Oxford, 27n 
Stafford, county, MP, 210n 
Stammers, George Elliott Frank, student, 674 
Stancomb, John Frederick, of Melksham, and 
family, 118 
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Staniland, Meaburn Francis, student, 672 
Stanley Park, Selsey, Glos, 29n 
Stanley, Arthur Penrhyn, Dean of Westminster, 
70 
Edward Henry, Earl of Derby, 172-4, 182 
Edward Lyulph, [Baron Stanley of Alderley 
1903], 216 
Frederick Arthur, Baron Stanley of Preston, 
Earl of Derby (1893), lix n, 211 
Stanneries, Master of the, xxix 
Stanton, Sir Thomas Ernest (Kt 1928), 
Professor of Engineering, xxxili 
Steger, George, student, 385 
Stephen, George, Baron Mount Stephen, letter 
to, 432 
Stephens, Gundry, donor, 204 
Stephenson, George, engineer, 17 
Sternberg, Frederica, student, 676 
Stewart, John, scholarships founded by, 269 
see also Stuart 
Stock, Alfred E. (son of E.), Secretary and 
Registrar (1883-7), xxiv, 144, 146, 
188, 195, ?260 
letter from, 154 
Edward, Secretary and Registrar (1876- 
80), xxiv, 69, 71, 85, 97, 146, 190, 
2260 
appointment, 56 
letter from, 114 
retirement, 116n 
William Spry (father of E.), City Sword 
Bearer, 56n 
William Stuart Vernon, Demonstrator in 
Anatomy, 694 
Stoddart, Frederick Wallis, scholar, Public 
Analyst, 58, 420n 
William Walter (father of F.W.), Public 
Analyst, 58n 
Stokes, Sir George Gabriel (Bt 1889), 
mathematician, 210 
Stonehouse to Nailsworth Railway, 70n 
Story Maskeyline, Mervyn Herbert Nevil, 
mineralogist, MP, 197 
Strathcona and Mount Royal, Baron see Smith, 
D. 
Street, G., & Co., advertising agents, London, 
264 
Stronach, Robert, Manager of the City of 
Glasgow Bank, 93n 
Stroud, Glos, clothworking industry/lectures at, 
Xxxvii, 25—6, 31, 33, 38-40, 49-51, 
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56, 63-5, 70-1, 73,95, 103, 109-10, 
120, 138 
classes discontinued for lack of support, 106, 
109 
Ebley Mill (now District Council offices), 
70n 
Marling School, xxxviii, 330 
MP, 29 
Stroud Valley, industry, 29, 330 
Stroud, William, Professor of Physics, Leeds, 
letter from, 448 
Stuart, James, Professor of Mechanics, 
Cambridge, xxvi, 31, 56, 176 
(‘Stewart’), 177, 210 
see also Stewart 
Stuart-Wortley, Charles Bielby, [Baron Stuart 
of Wortley 1917], as MP, 323 
Sturge, family, xxxii, 179 
Carloline (daughter of William), 179n 
Emily (daughter of William), 179n, 247 
Helen (daughter of William), 406 
Mary Charlotte (‘Carta’, daughter of 
William), 179n 
Robert Fowler, 179n, 204 
Walter, 179n, 204 
William, 179n 
Sturge, J.P. (Jacob Player) & Sons, surveyors, 
152, 179n 
Sudan, xli 
suffrage, women’s, 179n, 417n, 627n 
Sugg, John Walter, Master of the Clothworkers’ 
Company, 301, 367, 409 
Surgeons, Royal College of, xxxv, xxxvi, 2n, 
84n 
concer with state of BMS, 72, 76-9 
examinations, 424n 
Surrage, M.A., Miss, donor, 204 
Sutton, Mary R., student, 292 
Swain, James, surgeon, 545 
see also Swayne 
Swanage, [Dors], 662 
Swann, — , Capt., 38 
Swansea, [Glam], 118 
lectures at, xlviii, 96 
University College, xlviii &n, 141-2 
Swayne, Joseph Griffiths, physician, 2,4, 15, 
18,24, 32, 42-3, 66, 68, 84-5, 195, 
204 
Emeritus Professor of Midwifery, 276 
Samuel Henry (brother of J.G.), physician, 
3,218 
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Walter Carless (nephew of J.G. and S.H.), 
Professor of Midwifery, 415 
see also Swain 
Sweated Industries Exhibition (1906), 499 
Swift, J., & Son, instrument makers, 275 
Switzerland, 343 
universities, 651 
Symes, Sir Robert Henry (Kt 1898), 
Alderman, Mayor (1893-5, 
1896-8), Lord Mayor (1902-4), 
501 
letters to, 397-8 
Symonds, Charlotte (daughter of J.A. jnr), 
letter to, 60 
Charlotte Byron (daughter of J.A. snr) see 
Green 
John Addington jnr, writer, xxvii n, 12 
letter from, 60 
John Addington snr, physician, xxvii, 17, 
265n 


Tacitus, Publius Cornelius, historian, 406n 
Talbot, — , Miss, 406 
Reginald Thomas, Canon of Bristol, 545 
Tanner, Edgar R., 545 
Joseph, donor, 204 
Samuel, General Hospital representative, 
257-8 
Tarr, Francis John, solicitor, 545 
Tawney, Edward Bernard, Lecturer in Geology, 
56,58 
Taylor, Clifford John, student, 685 
Edward Judkin, Town Clerk (1900-36), 
420-1, 496, 501-2, 506, 510n, 512n, 
542, 545,551,645 
letter from, 550 
letters to, 554, 636 
G., Miss, 413 
James, donor, 204 
James [? same], skiagraphist, BRI, 322n 
Taylor, Son & Hawkins, donors, 204 
Teachers, National Union of, 389n 
teachers, training, xlii, 180, 208, 237-9, 246-8, 
276, 294, 307, 395, 413, 475, 545, 
583, 603 
telephone, xxiv, lii, 98, 322-3, 353, 399, 473, 
587 
Temple, Frederick, Bishop of Exeter then 
London (1885), Archbishop of 
Canterbury (1896), xli, 17, 205, 210, 
213 
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Henry John, Viscount Palmerston, Prime 
Minister (1855-8, 1859-65), 213n 
see also Cowper-Temple 
Tennyson, Alfred, Baron Tennyson, poet, 273 
Tetley, James George, Canon of Bristol, 406, 
545 
Tewkesbury, [Glos], MP, 511n 
Thomas, Charles, JP, 204, 545, 652 
E.F., Miss, donor, 204 
Harry E., UCB Treasurer (1897-1909), 204, 
245, 275, 403, 415, 429, 545 
Herbert, donor, 204 
Howard, photographer or artist, 518 
Rotta, scholar, 58 
Thomas, L., & Son, builders, 260, 404 
Thompson (Thomson), Frances (mother of 
S.P.), letter to, 159 
Sylvanus (father of S.P.), letters to, 34, 41, 
59, 61-2 
Sylvanus Phillips, Professor of Physics, 
xxxiii, xl, xli, 96, 118, 213, 276; pl. 6 
character, 105 
expenses, 82 
letters from, 34, 41, 59, 61-2, 102, 117, 
140, 152, 157-9 
Thomson, Sir William, Baron Kelvin (1892), 
Professor of Natural Philosophy, 
Glasgow, 182 
Thorne (Thorn), Charles John, City Councillor, 
501 
John, donor, 204 
Nicholas (d. 1546) and Robert (d. 1532), 
founders of BGS, 532 
Thwaites, William, Secretary of the General 
Hospital, letter from, 456 
Thynne, Thomas Henry, Marquess of Bath, li, 
490 
Tibbits, Robert William, surgeon, 2,4, 7-8, 18, 
32, 42-3, 64, 68 
letters from, 66-7, 76, 79 
tides, as source of energy, 651 
Tilden, Sir William Augustus (Kt 1909), 
chemist, 61, 103n, 168, 172-3, 179, 
196, 199, 202, 210, 326n 
Titley, William Alfred, City Councillor, 545 
tobacco, xl, 651 
Toogood, — , 684 
Torr & Co., Solicitors, Westminster, 577 
letter from, 566 
Tortworth, [Glos], Court, 166n 
Tottenham, [Middx], Council, 649 
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Townsend, F.M., Miss, 406, 413, 487 
Trade, Board of, Ivi, 31,35, 48, 52 
President, 141n,211n 
Transvaal, 345n 
Trapnell, Alfred, donor, 204 
Caleb, furniture maker, 204 
Henry Caleb, solicitor, 204, 545 
Trapnell & Gane, funiture makers, 430n 
Travers, Morris William, Profesor of 
Chemistry, xxxiii, -l, liii n, 103n, 
118, 215n, 406, 415 
letter from, 416 
Treasury, the, xxxv, xli—xliii, xlvi, xlviii, 177, 
192, 226, 238, 272, 282, 318, 320, 
329, 332, 338, 354, 415, 430, 449, 
457-8, 465, 483, 530, 564, 567-8 
Financial Secretary, 564 
Lords Commissioners, 564, 567 
Permanent Secretary, 567 
Tribe, Frank Newton, JP, 545 
Wilberforce Newton, stockbroker, 545 
Trowbridge, [Wilts], 99n, 100, 135 
Bellefield House, Hilperton Road, 133 
clothworking industry/lectures at, xxxvii, 
25-6, 29, 33, 40, 70, 73, 96, 109, 
111, 116, 118-19, 133, 138 
Tryon, Stephen, accountant, 204, 545 
Tiibingen, [/and Baden-Wiirttemberg, 
Germany], University, 103n 
Tucker, William Henry, clothier, Frome, 138 
Tuckett, Coldstream, donor, 204 
Francis Fox, farmer, 61, 204 
Tuke, Daniel Hack, physian, 59 
William (grandfather of DH), 59n 
Twiggs, Henry William, City Councillor then 
Alderman, 501 
Tylor, Sir Edward Burnett (Kt 1912), 
anthropologist, 218 
Tyndall, Arthur Mannering, Professor of 
Physics, | &n; 693n 
Tyrwhitt, Ursula, student, xxxiii, 454 


Uganda, railway, 243n 
Ullmann, Walter, historian, xxvi 
Union of London and Smith’s Bank, 429, 467 
United States of America, 490 
Ambassador of, 426, 432 
donation from, 417 
technical education, xxviii, 332, 491, 530, 
651 
university colleges, funding, xli—xliii, xlviii, 


110, 157, 163, 165, 168-9, 172-7, 
179-82, 184-9, 195-7, 199-202, 
205-7, 209-16, 220, 234-5, 239, 
318, 320, 386, 457-8, 465, 530 
medical schools, xxxv 
opposition to London reforms, 233n 
teacher training, 208, 237n, 239n 
technical education, 296n 
University Correspondence College, 260 
university extension, 1, 17, 82n, 175, 187, 
192n, 196, 201, 210n, 223, 227, 
270-1, 273, 277, 387, 406-7, 454, 
464 
Usk, Mon, xlvili 


Vaughan, Richard Grenville, student, 685 
Veale, Philip J., student, 694 
Victoria, Queen, 205n, 214n, 532 
Golden Jubilee, xlii 
patronage of university colleges, suggested, 
188 
Victoria University (federal), xlii, xlix, 1; 177, 
188n, 205, 277, 350, 359, 387, 431n, 
556 
Chancellor, lix n 
Vice-Chancellor, 169n, 177n, 467n 
see also Manchester University 
Vienna, University, 56n 
Voss Snook, Lilian Blinman, student, 680, 688 


Wace, Henry, divine, 168, 173, 205, 210,213 
Wait, Hamilton Wilfrid Killigrew (son of 
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xlvi, lii, liii, liv, lviii, 327, 351, 378, 
387, 452-3, 473, 513, 517-18, 531, 
574, 589-90, 613-14, 616-17, 627, 


507 


634, 639, 641, 647, 661; pl. 6 
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Company, 26, 28, 29, 49, 111 


Yandel, — ,30 
York, Bootham School, 34n, 59, 61n 
Yorkshire, industry, xxxvi, 16 
Yorkshire College of Science see under Leeds 
Yorkshire University, projected, 1; 387n 
Young, Sir George, Bt (d. 1930), 169, 172-3, 
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